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AN   INVESTIGATION   DEMANDED. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT— WRONGS  INFLICTED  ON  THE  SOLDIERS— SOME  OF 
THE  APPEALS  WHICH  HELPED  TO  BRING  ABOUT  THE  CREATION  OF  THE  INVES- 
TIGATING COMMISSION. 

C.  W.  Rhodes,  Exporter  of  Cheese  and  Butter, 

No.  6  Harrison  Street,  New  York,  May  29,  1898. 
President  McKinley. 

Dear  Sir:  I  write  in  behalf  of  onr  soldier  boys.  More  especially  those  at 
Camp  Black,  because  having  a  son  there  I  have  more  knowledge  of  that  camp. 
Our  National  Guard  boys,  who  for  years  have  paid  their  dues,  bought  their  own 
dress  uniforms,  and  spent  their  evenings  drilling,  and  at  the  first  call  of  their 
country  left  good  homes  and  good  positions,  deserve  well  of  their  country  in 
return.  I  am  informed  that  hard-tack  without  butter  and  coffee  without  sugar 
are  served  to  the  men  there.  This  to  men  who  have  perhaps  never  before  eaten  a 
meal  in  their  lives  without  butter  and  sugar  in  plenty  seems  hard  lines.  With  a 
country  as  rich  as  the  United  States,  and  with  the  best  butter  only  about  16£  to 
17  cents  and  sugar  about  7  cents,  there  seems  no  necessity  for  such  treatment. 
They  are  also  obliged  to  sleep  on  the  ground  with  some  straw  for  a  bed.  Many 
were  soaked  through  by  the  recent  rains.  Such  things  may  be  necessary  in  the 
camp  during  the  chase  of  an  enemy,  but  here  in  the  North,  with  abundance  of 
everything,  I  can't  see  why  they  should  be  treated  worse  than  the  average  well- 
to-do  farmers  treat  their  dogs  or  pigs.  I  am  not  writing  this  because  of  the  com- 
plaint of  the  men  themselves,  but  in  the  interest  of  humanity — the  reason  we 
have  undertaken  the  war. 

Yours,  truly,  C.  W.  Rhodes. 


Military  Hospital,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Bristow,  Va.,  August  25,  1898. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 
Dear  Sir:  Having  no  one  else  to  whom  I  can  make  my  complaint,  I  respectfully 
ask  for  a  few  moments  of  your  precious  time,  hoping  to  get  some  redress  when 
you  peruse  my  statement. 

I  am  a  patient  in  this  hospital,  suffering  from  malaria  contracted  at  the  camp  in 
Thoroughfare  Gap.  I  belong  to  Company  D,  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  Volunteers. 
I  have  been  here  at  this  place  four  days.  During  that  time  I  have  mended  most 
rapidly,  owing  to  the  better  bedding  here  than  at  Thoroughfare.  At  Thorough- 
fare you  lay  as  you  please,  like  hogs  in  a  litter  of  straw;  here  the  cots  and  bedding 
are  so  comfortable  that  unless  you  be  very  bad  recovery  is  certain. 

There  is  only  one  thing  to  find  fault  with— one  does  not  get  enough  to  eat  to 
keep  up  his  strength.     You  get  about  a  pint  of  sweet  milk  all  the  time. 

Now,  what  I  have  to  find  fault  with  is:  I  asked  the  doctor  to  let  me  have  an 
occasional  beef  tea  or  coffee  instead  of  the  milk;  that  I  was  weak.     He* promised 
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to  do  so,  ^ufc.nev^r.'cfcd. .  .'He  allowed  nie  a  piece  of  bread  2 "  x  3"  x  \"  with  the  milk, 
to  see  Would  i.t  ^agr^e  with'  me.  It  did  agree.  I  asked  him  this  morning  if  I 
couldn't  have  more,  .He  said  yes.  The  nurse  brought  two,  but  told  me  that  I 
was  only  to  gei  one,:  as  the  doctor  told  him  so.  I  told  him  go  after  the  doctor,  or 
I  would  get  up  and  go  after  him  myself,  as  I  was  starving,  not  having  had  any 
food  from  5.30  p.  m.  the  previous  evening  till  8  a.  m.  or  thereabouts  then.  The 
doctor  was  outside  the  tent,  and  put  in  his  head,  saying: 

"  See  here!  I  gave  you  that  piece  of  bread  to  accommodate  you,  and  in  future 
you'll  get  only  as  the  others  get.  Fll  let  you  see  I  am  doctor  here."  He  has 
kept  his  promise.  He  went  around  to  each  patient  to-day,  asked  them  the  usual 
queries,  but  never  came  to  me,  though  he  was  sitting  for  some  time  on  the  cots  at 
either  side  of  me. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  doctor's  name  is,  but  his  description  is  a  man  about  5 
feet  2  inches;  nose  long,  slightly  aquiline;  one  eye,  the  left,  a  blinker,  over  which 
he  wears  his  gray,  soft  felt  hat;  features  lanky  and  slightly  florid.  Perhaps  before 
I  mail  this  letter  I  may  find  his  name.     If  so,  I  shall  attach  it  some  way. 

Now,  I  do  not  ask  anything  as  a  favor,  but  in  the  name  of  common  justice  and 
humanity  to  direct  the  major  to  give  orders  to  this  doctor  to  give  me  something 
to  eat.  I  appeal  to  you  as  a  Michigan  man,  as  a  Christian,  to  do  so.  My  temper- 
ature is  99°;  my  pulse  about  66— you  see,  weak  for  a  man  who  is  6  feet  in  height 
and  weighed  189  pounds  on  muster  day. 

There  are  other  sufferers  besides  me,  but  they  fear  the  doctor  would  poison  them 
if  they  complained. 

Trusting  my  appeal  may  meet  with  your  favorable  consideration, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

John  J.  Hurley, 

Patient  in  First  Ward. 


1614  Tracy  Avenue, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  26,  1898. 
Our  President. 

Dear  Sir:  Pardon  me  for  infringing  on  your  time,  but,  like  thousands  of  others, 
am  so  aroused  by  the  inclosed  article  can  not  resist  asking  if  these  conditions 
really  exist  in  the  camps  of  our  brave  heroes,  who  are  every  inch  American,  and 
ever  ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  the  defense  of  our  grand  and  glorious  coun- 
try, or  are  they  lies?  If  lies,  is  there  no  law  by  which  such  editors  may  be  prose- 
cuted? 

The  whole  country  is  in  a  state  of  frenzy.  One  sentence,  "  The  body  was  found 
to  be  alive  with  maggots  and  had  to  be  immediately  buried."  And  yet  we  talk 
about  our  humanity. 

If  your  Mr.  Secretary  has  the  time  and  you  care  to  give  us  light  on  this  subject, 
there  are  thousands  of  us  who  are  waiting  for  information. 

I  send  you  this  at  the  request  of  many  who  have  sons  and  friends  in  the  different 
camps. 

Thanking  you  for  your  attention,  I  am, 

Respectfully,  J.  D.  Franklin. 


New  London,  Conn.,  August  27, 1898, 
His  Excellency  Hon.  Wm.  McKinley. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Far  be  it  from  me  to  utter  a  word  of  criticism  of  an  Administra- 
tion which  has  shown  so  signal  ability  in  the  conduct  of  the  war  just  closed  by 
our  victorious  arms.  But  the  condition  of  the  troops  of  the  Massachusetts  Sec- 
ond, which  passed  through  here  yesterday  on  their  way  home  on  furlough— the 
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brave  fellows  who  fought  so  heroically  at  Santiago— so  aroused  public  indignation 
against  the  criminal  neglect  to  be  laid  at  some  one's  door,  moves  me  to  write.  Can 
you  not  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  our  armies  demand  an  investigation  which 
shall  satisfy  an  indignant  public,  and  fix  the  blame  where  it  justly  belongs?  The 
people  without  respect  to  party  would  be  behind  you,  and  applaud  your  action. 
I  beg  pardon  for  taking  your  time  and  thought,  but  I  could  not  keep  still. 
Very  truly, 

"S.  Leroy  Blake, 
Pastor  First  Congregational  Church. 


Geo.  P.  Holmes,  D.  D.  S.,  Oliver  and  Sixth  Streets, 

St.  Louis,  August  27,  1898. 
William  McKinley. 

Dear  Mr.  President:  Pardon  the  liberty  of  one  proud  of  his  country  and  of  its 
good  name,  yet  chagrined  at  the  reports  of  want,  privation,  and  suffering  now 
being  endured  by  our  soldiers  on  Long  Island. 

If  such  reports  are  true,  somebody  is  to  blame.  If  they  are  not  true,  the  writers 
and  papers  who  publish  such  reports  should  be  held  accountable  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  such  calumnies. 

The  country  looks  to  you,  Mr.  President,  holds  you  practically  responsible,  as 
the  head  of  the  Army  and  the  nation,  to  see  that  our  boys  do  not  suffer  want  and 
hardship  unnecessarily  here  in  our  midst.  The  majority  of  our  soldiers  are  from 
good  families— refined  and  educated.  If  they  are  treated  right  by  the  Govern- 
ment, when  they  return  to  their  homes  they  will  be  its  stanch  friends  and  defend- 
ers. On  the  other  hand,  their  adverse  opinions  will  create  a  public  sentiment 
adverse  to  the  Government  and  its  management. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Geo.  P.  Holmes. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  28,  1898. 
President  Wm.  McKinley. 

Dear  Sir:  I  call  your  immediate  attention  to  the  New  York  and  St.  Louis  Sun- 
day papers,  stating  what  a  dreadful  condition  Gen.  Guy  V.  Henry's  troops  are  in. 
Why  should  you  allow  those  brave  men  to  perish  like  dogs,  who  have  so  bravely 
given  up  their  lives  for  their  country.  The  sooner  they  are  recalled  from  Porto 
Rico  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  health  of  these  poor  men  who  have  so  bravely 
given  up  good  homes.  A  person  most  interested  in  the  soldiers'  health. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  W.  Barrat. 


Orange,  Mass.,  August  31,  1898. 
Mr.  McKinley:  I  would  like  if  you  would  please  take  the  time  to  read  the  slips 
of  paper  I  have  sent  you.  They  will  tell  you  more  than  I  can,  as  I  do  not  believe 
you  know;  if  you  did,  you  would  not  allow  our  boys  in  blue  to  starve  and  feed 
other  nations  at  the  same  time.  Oh,  if  you  could  see  the  boys  that  have  come. 
As  soon  as  they  get  home  they  colapse;  they  know  no  more;  they  are  raving 
crazy.  All  their  talk  is  war— their  poor,  tiard  heads.  If  you  want  to  see  their 
pictures,  look  at  the  Cubans  pictures  in  starvation  and  you  will  see  then.  What 
is  the  cause?  Not  the  Spanish  bullet.  No;  from  starvation  on  the  ships  and  in 
camp.  In  camp  they  are  beging  to  be  shot,  to  end  their  misery;  on  the  ships  they 
sold  food  them— 1  cup  tea,  25  cents;  1  slice  bread,  $2;  1  loaf  bread,  $4;  and  those 
that  had  no  money  starved.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  our  country,  and  old  Bay  State 
will  not  stand  it.    If  the  Spanish  bullets  had  killed  them,  it  would  been  a  mercy. 
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Imagin  your  children  to  the  front  going  through  the  horor  of  war  and  starva- 
tion, and  I  think  you  will  act  at  once.  Send  them  home  to  loving  care  and 
comfort. 

I  ask  this  in  Gods  name  and  the  boys. 

A  Friend  of  the  Boys  in  Blue. 


San  Jose,  Cal.,  September  8,  1898. 
Mr.  President. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  beg  that  you  will  not  believe  that  it  is  -necessary  to  rush  inves- 
tigations on  the  "  conduct  of  the  war."  There  is  no  such  complaint  among  the  sol- 
diers as  proclaimed  by  the  yellow  journals.  Time  makes  things  even  in  the  end. 
The  yellow  fellows  have  stampeded  General  Miles,  but  the  Administration  can 
count  on  the  absolute  trust  and  confidence  of  the  country.  There  is  not  an  intel- 
ligent being  that  believes  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Surgeon-General,  or 
others  in  authority  would  willfully  or  neglectfully  illtreat  our  soldiers. 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  I  should  ask  pardon  for  this  seeming  want  of  faith. 
It  is  not  want  of  faith;  it  is  a  word  of  encouragement  I  would  send  you. 
Respectfully, 

O.  Barneveld. 


Minersville,  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  September  13,  1898. 
Hon.  William  McKinley. 

Dear  President:  I  write  to  you  because  I  believe  it  best  to  go  to  headquarters 
with  a  grievance.  I  know  that  you  are  not  responsible  for  the  illusage  of  our  sons 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  but  certainly  some  of  those  who  are  under  your  com- 
mand must  be  or  the  boys  whom  we  have  cheerfully  given  to  the  defense  of  the 
honor  of  the  country  would  not  be  treated  as  they  are.  I  have  a  son,  a  member  of 
Company  H,  Second  Regiment,  First  Brigade,  now  at  Montchanin,  Del.,  of  whom 
I  have  just  heard  that  he  and  his  comrades  have  been  served  with  such  vile  food 
as  that  they  had  to  throw  some  of  it  away;  that  he  fell  down  at  inspection  from 
sheer  weakness,  and  also  a  hundred  other  men  were  similiarly  affected;  that  their 
protection  is  so  poor  as  that  at  night  they  can  not  keep  warm,  and  he  is  now  sick. 
Mark  you,  this  complaint  did  not  come  to  me  from  him;  he  has  not  written  me  a 
single  line  about  it;  it  reached  me  from  another  source;  but  surely  there  is  ample 
power  in  our  Government  to  do  better  for  our  soldiers.  I  am  a  minister,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Philadelphia  Annual  Conference,  in  charge  of  the  church  here,  and  have 
been  attending  for  several  weeks  a  sick  soldier  from  Chickamauga,  who  tells  me 
the  same  story  of  privation  and  distress  experienced  there.  I  have  therefore  just 
this  to  say,  that  if  these  things  are  to  be  continued  it  will  be  exceedingly  difficult 
for  you  to  get  volunteers  in  the  future  when  needed.  These  doings  will  be  remem- 
bered, and  we  will  surely  lose  by  them.  The  Government  appropriates  a  sufficient 
amount  for  good  food  and  needed  comforts  of  our  soldiers  and  then  greedy  harpies 
filch  the  money  and  let  the  soldiers  suffer,  caring  only  for  enriching  themselves. 
These  actions  ought  to  be  followed  by  the  punishment  of  the  guilty  parties,  or 
patriotism  will  certainly  flag  in  the  future.  The  boys  feel  keenly  these  things  and 
talk  about  them,  and  so  the  trouble  spreads.  Is  there  no  way  by  which  a  better 
condition  of  the  service  can  be  brought  about?  It  does  seem  to  me  that  there  should 
be,  in  view  of  the  tremendous  resources  at  your  disposal.  You  are  a  layman  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  I  one  of  her  ministers.  Methodism,  that  we 
love  so  much,  has  been  noted  for  doing  things.  Can  you  not  do  this  thing,  that 
the  boys  may  be  properly  provided  for? 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  G.  W.  F.  Graff. 
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Chicago,  September  15, 1898. 
Hon.  Wm.  McKinley:  You  can  have  little  conception  of  the  general  indigna- 
tion of  the  public  over  the  infamous  stories  printed  in  the  newspapers  concerning 
the  way  in  which  our  soldiers  are  alleged  to  have  been  treated.  It  is  the  indi- 
vidual cases  reported  more  than  the  general  charge  of  incompetency  in  the  medi- 
cal and  commissary  departments  which  has  roused  this  indignation.  In  most 
cases  names,  regiments,  and  companies  are  given,  so  that  if  untrue,  as  I  know 
they  are  in  most  cases,  they  can  easily  be  shown  to  be  so.  Why  not  search  the  files 
of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  Chicago  Chronicle,  New  York  Journal,  and  New  York 
World,  and  perhaps  other  papers,  collect  these  published  cases  as  the  basis,  and 
appoint  a  board  of  army  officers  or  well-known  private  citizens  or  a  mixed  com- 
mission, and  have  the  cases  thoroughly  sifted  within  the  next  thirty  days?  I  hear 
them  reiterated  every  day  from  good  citizens,  and  to  my  protest  the  reply  is, 
"  Why,  then,  are  they  not  investigated?"  Believe  me,  immediate  action  is  impor- 
tant. Let  your  other  commission  decide  the  general  charge. 
Respectfully, 

A.  D.  Ferren, 
867  Jackson  Building,  Chicago,  III. 


Jennings  Steel  Company  (Limited), 

Pittsburg,  September  23, 1898. 

My  Dear  Mr.  President:  Judging  from  newspaper  and  other  current  state- 
ments of  the  manner  in  which  the  Volunteer  Army  has  been  treated,  viz,  of 
being  starved  and  not  properly  sheltered,  the  average  citizen  would  suppose  that 
our  officials,  from  the  Secretary  of  War  down,  were  exceedingly  incompetent,  if 
not  worse,  and  that  no  care  was  taken  of  those  who  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be 
taken  sick  with  malarial  and  other  fevers. 

In  the  civil  war,  while  I  was  a  line  officer  and  such  duties  as  quartermaster  and 
commissary  departments  did  not  of  course  come  directly  under  my  control,  I  had 
indirectly  quite  a  good  deal  to  do  with  these  officials  and  very  well  know  the  diffi- 
culties which  at  times  would  arise  to  properly  supply  all  material  required.  I 
have  taken  in  this  war  especial  interest  (as  did  a  great  many  veterans  of  the  late 
war)  to  as  carefully  as  possible  watch  the  progress  of  matters,  and  made  it  an 
especial  point  to  talk  with  quite  a  good  many  returned  soldiers,  as  well  as  some  of 
the  surgeons,  whom  I  knew  to  be  men  of  large  experience  and  in  whose  judgment 
I  would  have  the  utmost  confidence,  and  from  all  I  can  only  conclude  that  there  is 
very  little  just  cause  of  complaint.  When  one  considers  the  herculean  task  of  fitting 
out  and  equipping  the  very  large  body  of  men  in  so  short  a  time  and  with  very 
little  in  store  to  do  it  with,  so  much  of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  supplies 
of  all  kinds  requiring  to  be  made  or  purchased,  the  only  wonder  seems  to  me  is  that 
the  Army  was  equipped  and  transported  as  promptly  as  it  was.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  mistakes  were  made  at  times,  and  possibly  serious  ones,  but  taking  into 
consideration  that  men  from  civil  life  with  no  experience  in  such  matters  had  to 
be  appointed,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  could  not  be  avoided  to  a  considerable  extent. 
I  know  that  the  health  of  any  command  depends  largely  upon  the  care  taken  of 
the  men  by  those  in  command,  and  I  am  satisfied  from  my  knowledge  of  such 
officers  from  our  own  State  that  very  few  had  experience  in  caring  for  troops  in 
the  field,  and  from  this  cause  sickness  largely  resulted. 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  my  intrusion  of  this  letter,  but  I  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  to  say  a  kind  word  in  behalf  of  those  in  charge,  both  civil  and  military, 
who  have  been  so  seriously,  as  I  believe,  maligned. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Hon.  Wm.  McKinley, 

Ben j.  F.  Jennings. 
President  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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87  St.  James  Street, 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  September  14,  1898. 
President  McKinley:  You  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  addressing 
you  when  you  have  read  my  letter.  As  the  mother  of  a  soldier,  I  feel  that  I  have 
a  right  to  call  your  attention  to  a  state  of  things  existing  in  one  of  the  regiments 
of  which  I  feel  certain  you  are  ignorant.  I  allude  to  the  First  New  York  Volun- 
teer Regiment,  stationed  at  Honolulu,  Colonel  Barber  commanding.  For  weeks 
past  in  every  home  letter  from  our  boy  there  has  been  one  sentence  which  revealed 
the  fact  that  the  food  furnished  to  the  soldiers  was  both  poor  and  scant.  His  last 
letter  of  to-day  makes  me  so  sad,  and  indignant,  too,  that  I  can  not  forbear  send- 
ing you  a  few  extracts: 

The  place  we  are  now  in  is  called  (by  the  boys)  "  Centipede  Hill."  It  is  full  of  scorpions,  centi- 
pedes, mosquitoes,  and  thorns,  besides  dust  3  to  4  inches  thick.  As  if  that  were  not  bad  enough, 
we  are  simply  half  starved  all  the  time.  Since  leaving  Fort  Hamilton  the  food  has  grown  grad- 
ually worse  instead  of  better.  This  morning  for  breakfast  we  had  bread  and  coffee,  and  after- 
wards the  company  went  in  a  body  to  the  captain's  tent  to  demand  food.  It  is  an  actual  fact 
that  some  men  in  our  company  to-day  were  too  weak  to  drill  on  account  of  hunger.  All  the 
other  companies  fare  about  the  same,  and  if  we  were  not  on  an  island  there  would  be  no  regi- 
ment left.    It's  a  disgrace  to  the  United  States  the  way  it  treats  its  volunteer  soldiers. 

I  appeal  to  you  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  to 
remedy  this  evil,  and  that  speedily.  As  a  descendant  of  a  hero  of  the  Revolution, 
I  have  always  heretofore  been  proud  of  my  country  and  proud  to  have  a  son  will- 
ing to  fight  against  our  foes  to  free  the  oppressed  Cubans,  but  we  Kingston  mothers 
never  dreamed  that  our  proud,  rich  Government  would  send  our  boys  to  a  place 
where  they  couldn't  get  away  and  then  weaken  their  bodies,  crush  their  ambition, 
and  quench  the  fires  of  patriotism  by  slow  starvation.  This  is  a  shameful  wrong, 
and  we  call  upon  you,  as  the  father  of  your  people,  in  the  name  of  God  to  make  it 
right  immediately. 

With  very  great  respect,  (Mrs.)  Mary  P.  Merritt. 


12  East  Fifteenth  Street, 
New  York,  September  22,  1898. 
His  Excellency  Wm.  McKinley, 

President  of  these  United  States  of  America,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  a  very  dear  friend  who  is  a  volunteer 
in  a  Maryland  regiment  of  immunes  now  located  at  Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 

He  states  that  everything  they  have  had  to  eat  for  the  past  two  months  has  been 
filthy;  the  meat  is  so  bad  that  the  smell  from  its  cooking  makes  them  sick;  their 
"hard- tack"  is  green  with  mould;  coffee  only  in  name.  Tents  too  short  and  do 
not  keep  out  the  rain,  While  it  is  useless  to  go  to  the  hospital  tent,  the  doctors  are 
drunk  most  of  the  time.  They  are  not  allowed  to  write  home  about  their  treat- 
ment, their  officers  intimidating  them  with  the  threat  that  it  will  go  hard  with 
anyone  caught  doing  so,  and  claim  to  examine  their  letters  before  leaving  camp. 
The  fear  of  a  court- marshall  and  a  year  without  pay  in  some  prison  fort  keep  their 
mouths  shut.  He  further  states  that  instead  of  the  men  getting  seasoned  to  their 
hardships  they  have  become  so  debilitated  from  lack  of  proper  f  ood, ' '  which  they  are 
not  allowed  to  buy,"  that  if  they  were  sent  to  Cuba  they  would  die  like  sheep. 
They  are  considered  the  crack  regement  of  the  camp. 

Your  Excellency,  I  consider  it  my  duty  as  an  American  citizen  to  acquaint  you 
of  these  facts,  and  will  give  name  of  writer  if  backed  by  your  protection.  This 
letter  is  not  overdrawn.  I  hope  the  shamefull  neglect  still  practiced  on  our  vol- 
unteers may  be  stopped  speedily. 

Washington  may  be  a  place  where  they  make  men;  this  nation  looks  to  you  to 
unmake  the  scoundrels  who  are  fast  robbing  our  country  of  its  patriotism. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Jas.  E,  Pitman. 
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Bellport,  Long  Island,  September  25,  1898. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President. 

Dear  Sir:  Will  you  allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  facts  that  I  know 
from  personal  observation? 

On  July  25  Surgeon- General  Sternberg  visited  Montauk  Point,  and  immediately 
afterwards  the  papers  announced  that  he  had  selected  it  as  a  site  for  a  hospital 
camp.  Every  one  was  fully  alive  to  the  serious  condition  of  our  troops  in  Cuba, 
and  a  week  later,  on  August  2,  I  went  to  Montauk  hoping  to  find  some  one  in 
authority  who  would  tell  me  in  what  way  outside  help  could  best  be  given.  With 
the  exception  of  a  few  Italians  at  work  on  a  side  track  of  the  totally  inadequate 
Long  Island  Railroad,  the  place  was  as  deserted,  as  lifeless,  as  at  any  previous  time 
during  the  summer.  Not  a  hospital  building  had  been  erected,  not  a  well  had 
been  sunk,  not  a  road  had  been  made.  The  air  was  delicious,  the  situation  ideal, 
but  no  preparations  showed  that  a  sick  and  wounded  army  was  expected;  yet  the 
overladen  and  under-provisioned  transports  were  already  on  their  way,  with  what 
hideous  result  we  all  know. 

When  war  was  declared,  every  thinking  man  and  woman  in  the  country  knew 
that  we  should  have  illness  to  contend  with  if  nothing  worse,  and  the  various 
humane  and  patriotic  societies  began  at  once  to  prepare  for  the  inevitable;  only 
the  heads  of  the  War  and  Medical  departments  neglected  the  obvious  need  of  a 
fully  equipped  convalescent  camp.  Those  who  have  tended  cases  of  Cuban  or 
typhoid  fever  know  the  value  of  rest  and  quiet  to  the  patient.  At  Camp  Wikoff , 
not  only  have  the  men  been  changed  from  ward  to  ward  so  that  it  is  most  difficult 
for  a  constant  visitor  to  locate  anyone,  but  they  are  even  yet  distracted  by  the 
incessant  hammering  consequent  on  the  tardy  erection  of  wooden  buildings.  The 
noise,  the  confusion,  the  totally  uncalled-for  discomforts  have  been  endless  in  a 
place  100  miles  from  New  York,  and  with  a  harbor  in  which  every  needed  supply 
might  have  been  landed. 

In  this  age  of  the  world  and  in  this  country  there  should  be  some  very  good 
reason  given  why  a  hospital  camp  can  not  be  run  as  successfully  as  any  business 
enterprise.  One  more  point.  The  records  are  so  carelessly  kept,  or  so  involved, 
that  it  requires  time  and  energy  to  find  any  individual  in  the  hospital.  In  most 
cases  anxious  friends  are  told  to  make  a  ward-to- ward,  a  cot-to-cot  search,  with 
sad  results  to  the  hundreds  of  patients  who  are  inspected  and  questioned  by  excited 
persons  and  often  very  ignorant  strangers. 

But  the  men  themselves  make  no  complaints— they  are  so  truly  heroes  now  as 
before  Santiago— and  are  more  than  grateful  for  the  little  that  one  can  do  to  make 
up  for  what  has  been  left  undone. 

Pardon  me  for  taking  so  much  of  your  time,  and  believe  me, 
Sincerely,  yours, 

Margaret  H.  Garrard. 


THE  ROOSEVELT    EPISODE— CORRESPONDENCE  AND  PAPERS   IN   THE   BLATTER  OF 
ROBERT  B.  ROOSEVELT'S  ARRAIGNMENT  OF  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

New  York  City,  September  10,  1898. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  30th  ultimo  a  committee  of  citizens  of  New  York,  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  our  soldiers,  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  by  telegraph,  over 
the  signatures  of  their  chairman,  Augustus  W.  Peters,  and  their  secretary,  Robert 
B.  Roosevelt,  a  resolution  adopted  by  them  that  day  making  two  requests  of  you: 
First,  "to  take  efficient  steps  at  once  to  remedy  the  present  sufferings  of  our 
soldiers;"  and,  second,  "to  secure  the  appointment  of  a  competent,  nonpartisan 


10  INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

commission,  free  from  departmental  influences,  to  investigate  and  report  who  is 
responsible  for  the  alleged  shortcomings  in  caring  for  their  health  and  comfort." 
The  committee  had  hoped  for  an  opportunity  on  the  occasion  of  your  recent  visit  to 
this  city  to  lay  before  you  personally  some  of  the  facts  moving  them  to  their  action, 
but  such  opportunity  not  having  presented  itself,  they  beg  very  respectfully  to 
present  this  communication  for  your  serious  consideration. 

The  committee  assure  you  at  the  outset  that  their  sentiments  in  this  matter  are 
utterly  nonpartisan,  their  numbers  including  some  of  your  most  ardent  political 
supporters  and  warmest  personal  friends,  as  well  as  those  of  opposite  political 
opinions.  And  in  thus  addressing  you  they  do  so  as  your  fellow-citizens,  for, 
although  nominally  a  committee,  they  are  such  simply  by  the  association  of  indi- 
viduals drawn  together  by  a  common  sympathy  to  act  in  behalf  of  the  soldiers. 
Guided  by  considerations  of  public  policy,  the  committee  have  purposely  refrained 
from  inviting  such  poplar  demonstration  as  would  give  their  expression  a  more 
representative  authority.  Members  have  suggested  from  time  to  time  the  desir- 
ability of  calling  a  mass  meeting  of  citizens  and  letting  them  appoint  a  committee 
that  would  come  direct  from  the  people,  but  the  majority  of  the  committee  feared 
that  in  the  present  state  of  intense  feeling  on  this  subject  such  a  meeting  might 
embarrass  your  Administration  by  leading  to  the  utterance  of  words  and  the  pub- 
lication of  facts  which  it  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  to  have 
uttered  or  published  pending  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  negotiations.  Indeed,  so 
public  and  notorious  are  most  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  so  strong  and  general 
is  the  feeling  which  we  voice,  that  it  would  scarcely  seem  necessary  to  go  through 
the  formality  of  asking  from  the  people  the  authority  to  urge  your  action. 

The  movement  of  which  this  committee  is  the  outcome  is  not  of  recent  origin, 
but  was  begun  long  before  the  suspension  of  hostilities  was  so  happily  secured. 
The  committee,  in  the  course  of  its  investigations  during  the  past  two  months,  has 
accumulated  a  mass  of  testimony  to  the  cruel  sufferings  of  the  soldiers  in  conse- 
quence of  shortcomings  in  the  Medical,  Quartermaster,  and  Commissary  branches 
of  the  army  administration ;  but  it  is  not  their  purpose  here  to  enter  extensively 
into  details  or  to  attempt  to  say  at  what  point  or  points  above  the  private  soldiers 
in  the  ascending  grades  of  authority  the  responsibility  lies.  They  are  sufficiently 
convinced,  from  a  multitude  of  well-authenticated  cases  within  their  cognizance, 
that  the  bottom  facts  warrant  a  most  rigid  investigation,  and  they  appeal  to  you, 
as  the  supreme  authority,  to  do  that  which  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  private 
citizen  to  do,  and  to  take  proper  steps  for  an  authoritative  inquiry. 

Without  betraying  the  confidence  of  individual  soldiers  who,  however  freely 
they  may  speak  in  private,  are  reluctant  to  appear  in  public  in  the  light  of  fault- 
finders, we  need  only  to  examine  the  utterances  of  many  officials  themselves  to 
find  ground  for  a  righteous  indignation.  General  Wheeler's  statement  that  half 
of  the  men  who  were  sent  to  Montauk  were  unfit  for  duty  is  in  itself  a  terrible 
arraignment  of  someone  for  mismanagement.  And  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth 
it  was  only  necessary  to  look  at  the  faces  of  the  men,  which  in  many  cases  were 
described  as  bearing  the  imprint  of  utter  and  hopeless  despair.  Here  in  New  York 
City  the  spectacle  of  the  haggard,  set,  and  immovable  countenances  of  returning 
soldiers,  wearing  a  dull  stolidity  from  which  even  the  unprecedented  demonstra- 
tions of  public  applause  through  which  they  moved  could  not  arouse  them,  has 
sickened  the  hearts  and  drawn  tears  of  pity  to  the  eyes  of  beholders.  These  are 
the  men  who,  in  their  patriotic  fervor,  but  four  months  ago  offered  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  flower  of  America's  physical  perfection;  they  were  accepted  only  after 
passing  a  most  severe  medical  examination  as  to  their  health  and  fitness  to  serve 
in  the  Army.  Many  of  them  have  never  been  obliged  to  leave  our  own  country  or 
to  camp  in  an  insalubrious  region,  and  have  never  been  exposed  to  disease  other 
than  that  forced  upon  them  by  conditions  over  whi  h  they  as  individuals  had  no 
control.    And  now  the  Government  throws  them  back  into  civil  life  wrecks  of 
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their  former  selves.  They  are  not  dead,  and  by  their  ability  to  get  away  from  the 
hospitals  which  so  many  of  them  have  dreaded  they  have  nominally  kept  down 
the  death  rate  of  the  Army:  but  how  many  of  them  are  permanently  ruined  in 
constitution;  how  many  will  drag  through  the  remainder  of  their  lives  with 
impaired  efficiency,  and  how  many  of  them  will  fill  premature  graves  no  man  can 
say.  The  sum  total  of  their  sacrifice,  which  is  not  expressed  in  the  statistics  of 
the  war  and  which  falls  not  alone  on  the  men  themselves,  but  on  their  families 
and  communities,  is  frightful  to  contemplate. 

In  reply  to  the  statement  that  the  sufferings  of  the  volunteer  soldiers  have  been 
due  to  the  ignorance  or  want  of  experience  among  their  chiefs,  let  us  cite  the  case 
of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Regiment.  This  is  an  old  regiment  of  the  highest 
military  standing.  It  served  in  the  civil  war  and  counts  among  its  officers  men 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  inferior  to  those  graduated  from  West  Point.  After  enduring 
privations  and  inconveniences  at  Camp  Black,  which  may  have  been  due  to  faulty 
State  administration,  and  being  dispatched  for  Jersey  City  without  supper  and 
with  no  substantial  arrangements  for  food  by  the  way,  they  embarked  for  Lake- 
land, Fla.  For  three  days  and  nights,  during  which  they  were  en  route,  they  had 
nothing  but  hard-tack  and  water.  At  Lakeland  they  were  subsisted  on  hard-tack 
and  coffee  for  a  week.  It  was  not  surprising  that  by  this  time,  and  with  such  ade- 
quate preparation  for  disease,  dysentery  began  to  appear.  Then  followed  drilling 
and  marching  in  the  hot  sun,  which  may  have  been  an  unavoidable  necessity  of 
martial  preparation,  after  which  the  men  were  embarked  on  transports  long  before 
the  vessels  were  ready  to  start  and  were  kept  in  their  weakening  and  disease- 
breeding  surroundings  for  eight  days,  crowded  together  without  sufficient  air  or 
exercise.  To  obtain  a  change  of  nourishment,  some  of  them  traded  their  blue 
shirts  for  sailors'  food,  for  it  is  to  be  noticed  that,  however  badly  the  soldiers  fared 
on  shipboard,  the  sailors  were  invariably  well  fed  and  looked  after.  In  Cuba,  after 
leaving  Siboney,  they  had  raw  bacon  and  hard- tack,  and  in  the  trenches  they  had 
the  same,  except  when  they  had  only  one  or  neither. 

What  excuses  were  offered  for  this  condition  of  affairs?  We  shall  do  little  more 
than  call  your  attention  to  the  absolutely  inconsistent  character,  often  of  the 
explanations,  even  when  put  forth  in  the  shape  of  serious  and  official  communica- 
tions. It  was  first  declared  in  a  positive,  authoritative,  and  dictatorial  tone  that 
these  statements  were  false,  and  that  especially  at  Santiago  there  had  been  no 
deficiency  in  the  commissariat.  Conspicuous  publicity  was  given  to  a  long  list  of 
the  abundant  and  varied  bill  of  fare  of  the  army  in  the  field,  which  would  have 
been  luxurious  for  a  first-class  city  hotel.  When  this  was  met  with  the  derision 
which  it  deserved  by  a  public  whose  boys  were  conveying  the  truth  in  private  letters 
the  denial  was  modified  to  an  admission  that  the  supplies  were  on  the  tronsports 
but  could  not  be  landed,  as  the  lighters  which  accompanied  the  expedition  had 
been  lost  at  sea.  When  it  was  suggested  that  the  boats  which  took  the  men  ashore 
could  also  bring  food  for  them  and  that  the  aid  of  the  magnificent  fleet  guarding 
the  harbor  entrance  could  have  been  obtained  in  such  an  emergency,  the  admission 
was  further  altered  to  the  statement  that  the  food  was  there  and  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  getting  it  ashore— in  fact,  that  it  was  piled  up  in  Siboney,  but  the  roads 
to  the  front  were  impassable.  Hence  it  seems  to  have  been  taken  for  granted 
that  the  soldiers  who  were  sent  to  the  front  should  be  left  there  to  starve. 
"Impassable  roads!"  No  road  is  impassable.  The  words  are  self-contradictory. 
If  it  is  meant  that  no  commissary  wagons,  no  ambulances,  no  pack  horses,  or  no 
mule  trains  were  taken  with  the  army  on  its  expedition  of  invasion  into  an  enemy's 
country,  then  we  have  another  form  of  mismanagement  to  deal  with.  The  lives 
of  the  heroes  of  San  Juan  Hill,  whose  brave  deeds  spread  the  glory  of  our  Army 
over  the  civilized  world,  depended  upon  their  being  properly  supported  and  fed. 
"We  feed  our  soldiers  well,"  says  the  Turk,  "because  if  we  do  not  feed  him  well 
he  can  not  fight  well."  Are  Americans  worse  than  Turks,  to  talk  of  "impassable 
roads  "  when  the  brave  men  at  the  front  are  suffering  for  food?    It  is  difficult  to 


12  INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR   WITH    SPAIN. 

treat  the  excuses  offered  for  such  cruel  mismanagement  with  becoming  modera- 
tion or  adequately  to  characterize  the  mismanagement  itself  without  the  employ- 
ment of  words  which  we  prefer  to  avoid  in  this  communication.  Let  us  resume 
the  review  of  the  events  at  the  front. 

A  suspension  of  hostilities  providentially  interfered  to  save  our  glorious  army 
from  utter  destruction;  and  the  Government,  forced  by  action  which  was  little 
less  than  insubordination,  and  after  urgent  requests  had  been  made  by  the  general 
in  command,  directed  the  return  of  what  was  left  of  the  fever- stricken  and  half- 
starved  men  to  their  own  country. 

What  now  ensued?  How  did  we  bring  home  our  victorious  and  laurel-laden 
hosts?  Many  of  them  like  beasts  of  the  field,  in  unclean  cattle  transports!  It  is 
needless  to  repeat  the  undenied  horrors  of  those  journeys — the  stifling  overcrowd- 
ing, the  lack  of  proper  food,  the  undrinkable  water,  the  lack  of  ice,  the  insufficiency 
of  medicines,  surgeons,  and  nurses,  the  horrible  want  of  conveniences  for  the  sick 
and  dying,  the  negligence  by  many  whose  duty  it  was  to  care  for  the  needy,  the 
sale  of  food  at  exorbitant  prices  to  those  who  could  pay,  and  the  neglect  of  those 
who  could  not.  All  these  charges  are  substantiated  by  responsible  persons  who 
were  present  and  who  were  well  aware  that  by  testifying  to  them  they  would  bring 
upon  themselves  the  animosity  of  their  superiors.  We  believe  that  this  apprehen- 
sion of  official  displeasure  has  been  the  cause  of  the  suppression  of  many  unpleas- 
ant truths,  which,  finding  no  vent  through  official  channels,  are  now  finding 
expression  through  private  means.  This  smothering  of  facts  has  operated  disas- 
trously in  three  ways:  It  has  delayed  the  discovery  of  errors  of  judgment  and 
management  and  permitted  their  repeated  occurrence;  it  has  undoubtedly  misled 
some  superior  officers  into  sincerely  denying  the  existence  of  conditions  of  which 
they  were  ignorant,  and  it  has  most  unfortunately  impaired  the  confidence  of  the 
public  in  certain  branches  of  the  army  management.  We  think  that  if  you  will 
consider  carefully  some  of  the  reports  in  palliation  submitted  to  the  higher  officials 
you  will  notice  internal  evidences  of  timidity  and  a  hesitancy  about  confessing 
the  whole  truth.  Take,  for  instance,  the  explanations  offered  for  the  disgraceful 
condition  of  affairs  on  the  transports  from  Cuba.  An  attempt  was  made  to  lay 
the  blame  on  a  few  convalescents  who  had  apparently  forced  themselves  aboard 
in  a  mad  desire  to  get  away  from  the  deadly  hospital;  to  get  where  they  would  have 
food  and  care;  to  get  home  to  live,  or  at  least  to  get  home  to  die;  and  whose  deter- 
mination was  assumed  to  have  been  too  strong  for  the  military  authorities  to  con- 
trol. But  granting  that  the  controlling  authority  was  too  weak,  or  the  desperation 
of  the  men  was  too  strong,  to  prevent  their  invasion  of  the  transport,  it  has  never 
satisfactorily  appeared  how  the  presence  of  a  few  additional  sufferers  could  deprive 
all  of  doctors,  medicine,  food,  and  ice,  and  convert  the  drinking  water  into  the 
rinsings  of  a  hogpen.  Nor  has  it  been  explained  why  one  of  the  very  transports 
that  brought  home  half -starved  soldiers  was  found  on  her  arrival  to  be  full  of 
food  which  had  been  sent  to  the  army,  but  had  never  even  been  landed. 

The  management  of  the  Medical  Department  has  been  as  bad  as  that  of  the 
Commissary  Department,  not  merely  in  the  cases  of  the  home-coming  transports 
referred  to  but  in  the  hospitals.  The  state  of  affairs  is  indeed  terrible  when  a 
soldier  fears  going  to  a  hospital  as  he  would  going  to  his  execution.  During  the 
whole  war  there  has  been  no  greater  dread  among  the  army  than  that  of  being 
sent  to  suffer  untold  horrors  and  cruelties  at  the  hands  of  unfeeling  nurses  and 
attendants  in  the  hospitals.  The  soldiers  would  rather  die  in  their  tents,  with 
such  care  as  associates  could  give  them,  and  their  last  despairing  cry  to  their 
"bunkie,"  when  they  felt  themselves  fainting  from  sickness,  was,  "  Don't  let  them 
take  me  to  the  hospital."  We  do  not  wish  this  charge  to  be  misunderstood  as  a 
sweeping  and  indiscriminate  condemnation  of  the  whole  personnel  of  the  medical 
service.  Surgeons  and  experienced  nurses  are  as  self-sacrificing  and  patriotic  a 
body  of  men  and  women  as  we  have  in  the  country,  as  is  proved  by  their  countless 
noble  and  heroic  acts,  but  there  was  not  half  enough  of  them  and  they  were  greatly 
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overworked.  That  there  was  not  enough  of  them  is  the  first  and  very  serious 
charge  against  the  Medical  Department.  For  this  there  appears  to  have  been  no 
excuse  whatever.  Volunteers  could  have  been  had  in  unlimited  numbers,  with  or 
without  pay,  and  this  country  has  never  grudged  money,  in  whatever  amount,  for 
honest  expenditure  for  her  gallant  sons  in  the  field.  It  was  known  that  there 
would  be  battles  and  wounds  and  that  the  contest  would  take  place  in  an  unhealthy 
land,  where  the  greatest  sanitary  care  would  be  needed.  And  yet  wounded  men 
lay  for  days  at  Santiago  with  their  wounds  undressed;  transports  were  sent  home 
without  surgeons,  and  trains  of  sick  soldiers  dispatched  through  our  own  States 
without  a  single  medical  man  in  attendance.  Where  cases  of  excessive  horror 
aroused  the  rage  of  the  public  so  that  an  investigation  had  to  be  ordered,  we  had 
the  same  lame,  impotent,  contradictory,  and  almost  childish  reports  as  those  which 
laid  the  blame  on  convalescents.  The  doctors  for  some  unknown  reason  seemed 
to  be  afraid  to  control  the  attendants  or  nurses,  and  the  latter  are  charged  in  many 
cases  with  brutality  that  was  simply  shocking  and  scarcely  credible,  even  to  the 
extent  of  drunkenness,  physical  violence  to  helpless  patients,  venality,  and  the 
sale  or  use  by  themselves  of  delicacies  intended  for  the  sick.  In  certain  instances 
the  horror  of  hospital  life  was  so  great  that  patients  almost  at  the  door  of  death 
have  been  known  to  make  their  escape  with  the  assistance  of  outsiders  as  if  escap- 
ing from  prison. 

In  this  connection  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  statement  in  the  report  of 
General  Breckinridge,  which  shows  better  than  any  comment  of  ours  the  actual 
medical  condition  of  the  camp  of  which  he  had  charge.  Of  17,715  men  belonging 
to  the  camp,  3,485  had  been  furloughed  on  account  of  sickness  and  1,840  were  still 
in  camp  sick.  In  other  words,  5,325,  or  a  fraction  over  30  per  cent  of  the  whole, 
were  sick.  You  will  observe  that  many  of  the  men  had  been  given  furloughs — a 
humane  and  kindly  act  much  desired  by  them.  The  same  course  had  greatly 
reduced  the  number  of  sick  at  Montauk  Point  when  you  visited  it. 

General  Boynton's  report  on  the  condition  of  Camp  Thomas  shows  the  peculiar 
defects  of  many  other  official  reports.  He  finds  no  reason  for  complaint  as  to  the 
number  of  medical  officers,  and  says  that  at  all  times  there  have  been  as  many  as 
could  be  expected,  and  in  the  next  sentence  contradicts  the  former  by  stating  that 
one-fourth  of  these  are  sick  from  overwork.  He  denounces  General  Terry's 
report  that  the  water  for  the  camp  had  to  be  carted  5  miles,  while  admitting  that 
it  had  to  be  carted  2  miles,  without  explaining  whether  a  trip  of  2  miles  in  a 
Southern  sun  would  be  any  less  injurious  than  one  of  5.  The  Eighth  New  York 
Regiment  boys,  who  are  arriving  home  as  we  write  this  communication,  bring 
sample  bottles  of  the  thick,  dark,  muddy  water  which  they  allege  they  were  forced 
to  drink  at  Chickamauga,  and  the  chaplain  of  the  regiment  says  that  "war,  in 
comparison  with  the  sufferings  at  Chickamauga,  would  be  paradise." 

We  have  cited  the  cases  of  one  regiment  which  went  to  the  front  and  one  which 
did  not.  Many  others  were  treated  as  badly,  but  we  will  not  occupy  your  time 
by  multiplying  details.  The  fact  remains  that  whether  in  a  hostile  country  or  at 
home,  whether  in  a  barren  wilderness,  surrounded  by  deadly  enemies,  or  in  a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  surrounded  with  friends,  our  soldiers  have  been 
frightfully  neglected  and  misused.  When  their  sufferings  are  so  universal  in  the 
midst  of  such  diverse  geographical  and  climatic  conditions,  the  logical  conclusion 
is  driven  home  upon  us  that  the  faults  are  those  of  administration.  Just  who 
are  to  blame  we  will  not  attempt  to  say.  We  ask  you  to  set  in  motion  the  proper 
instruments  for  ascertaining. 

The  lash  of  public  indignation  will  surely  inflict  its  stripes.  The  outrages  have 
been  too  flagrant  and  public  sentiment  is  too  highly  aroused  to  permit  the  matter 
to  be  passed  over  lightly.  If  the  guilty  are  not  brought  to  light,  there  is  danger 
that  the  punishment  of  the  public  scorn  will  fall  on  the  innocent.  Justice  to  the 
brave,  upright,  and  true  officials  who  have  labored  incessantly,  unselfishly,  and 
intelligently  for  the  success  which,  under  your  Administration,  has  crowned  our 
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arms;  justice  to  the  valiant  soldiers  in  the  ranks  who  have  heroically  suffered  in 
their  country's  cause,  and  justice  to  our  national  character,  which  revolts  at  every 
form  of  cruelty  and  wickedness,  demands  that  these  matters  be  fearlessly  probed 
to  the  bottom  and  the  guilty  found  out. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  has  not  lessened  the  requirement  of  your  attention 
to  this  matter.  To  be  sure,  an  investigation  will  not  bring  back  the  dead  who 
have  perished  in  consequence  of  the  conditions  Of  which  we  complain,  nor  will 
it  restore  the  many  shattered  constitutions  of  those  who  have  survived;  but  it 
will  satisfy  the  outraged  sentiment  of  the  public  as  to  what  has  occurred  in  the 
past  and  tend  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  offenses  in  the  future. 

As  to  the  present,  there  is  yet  daily  evidence  of  lack  of  coordination  of  authority 
and  of  inadequate  provision  for  the  sustenance,  health,  aud  comfort  of  troops  in 
camp  and  en  route  to  their  homes.  For  these  we  ask  your  care.  Surely  there  is 
some  way  in  which  the  staff  departments— as  we  believe  the  Medical,  Commissary, 
and  Quartermaster's  departments  are  called — can  be  forced  to  do  their  duties. 

Concerning  the  future,  it  is  apparent  that,  even  if  there  be  no  permanent  enlarge- 
ment of  our  military  establishment,  many  regiments  of  regulars  and  volunteers 
must  necessarily  remain  a  long  time  in  active  service  in  our  newly  acquired  ter- 
ritories. For  many  years  to  come  the  Army  will  occupy  a  more  important  rela- 
tion to  the  administration  of  our  national  affairs  than  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
past,  and  steps  can  not  too  quickly  be  taken  to  discover  and  remedy  the  defects 
of  our  present  system  and  to  elevate  the  military  service  of  the  country  to  the 
plane  where  it  belongs  and  where  it  may  rest  sans  peur  et  sans  reproche. 

Earnestly  reiterating  the  two  requests  with  which  we  opened  this  communica- 
tion, and  assuring  you,  Mr.  President,  of  our  loyal  support  and  confidence,  we 
have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Augustus  W.  Peters,  Chairman. 
Robt.  B.  Roosevelt,  Secretary. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Lemon  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C. ,  September  29,  1898. 
Augustus  W.  Peters,  Chairman, 
Robt.  B.  Roosevelt,  Secretary, 

Neiv  York. 
Gentlemen:  Your  communication  of  10th  instant  addressed  to  the  President 
has  been  referred  to  this  Commission  and  will  be  duly  considered. 

That  we  may  be  able  to  investigate  the  charges  preferred  by  you,  we  respect- 
fully request  that  you  specify  in  detail  the  various  complaints  made  in  a  general 
way  in  your  communication,  giving  the  names  of  parties  who  can  testify  to  facts 
in  each  separate  case,  and  their  post-office  addresses. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 


[Sixth  annual  banquet  of  the  Empire  State  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.] 

Sayville,  N.  Y.,  October  12, 1898. 
To  the  Commission  of  Investigation  of  the  Conduct  of  the  War  Department. 

Gentlemen:  A  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  the  Soldiers  was 
held  yesterday  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
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letter  of  September  29,  in  which  you  desire  us  "to  specify  in  detail  the  various 
complaints  made  in  a  general  way  in  your  (our)  communication,  giving  the 
names  of  parties  who  can  testify  to  facts  in  each  separate  case. 

At  this  meeting  I  was  directed  to  ask  you  to  inform  us  what  protection  can  be 
given  to  the  soldiers  and  officers  who  will  testify  and  who  are  still  in  the  Army. 
It  would  seem  that  some  method  should  be  devised  to  secure  men  who  are  entirely 
helpless  from  retaliation  by  brutal  superiors  for  telling  the  truth  at  the  request  of  a 
commission  appointed  by  the  highest  authority  in  the  nation,  and  yet  without 
such  protection  no  honorable  or  fair-minded  man  could  call  upon  them  to  speak. 
They  would  be  subject  to  bitter  retaliation  and  punishment,  such  as  we  know  has 
been  inflicted  in  several  cases  where  mere  complaints  of  starvation  have  come  to 
the  ears  of  those  who  did  not  wish  to  hear  them  or  have  them  known. 

If  no  protection  can  be  devised— such,  for  instance,  as  immediate  mustering  out 
of  service  of  all  witnesses  who  desire  it— I  am  directed  to  ask  if  your  Commission 
will  sit  after  October  27,  when  many  of  the  volunteer  regiments  will  be  mustered 
out  and  the  men  become  free  once  more. 

I  am  further  directed  to  inquire  whether  hearsay  evidence  will  be  accepted  by 
your  Commission,  or  whether  you  will  require  legal  testimony. .  As  an  illustration 
of  my  meaning,  will  your  Commission  allow  the  family  of  a  man  who  has  been 
starved  or  illtreated  to  testify  in  a  case  where  the  man  himself  shall  have  died 
from  his  sufferings,  and  where  the  only  possible  testimony  is  that  of  his  family? 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Robert  B.  Roosevelt,  Secretary. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  "War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C. ,  October  U,  1898. 
Robert  B.  Roosevelt,  Esq., 

Secretary  of  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  Soldiers,  etc., 

Sayville,  N.  Y. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Your  communication  of  October  12  was  received  and  laid  before 
the  Commission.  They  instruct  me  to  inform  you  that,  under  the  instruction  of 
the  President,  no  officer  or  soldier  testifying  for  us  will  be  punished,  but  will  be 
protected  against  any  retaliation,  punishment,  or  annoyance  in  the  matter.  Offi- 
cers and  soldiers  can  come  before  us  and  give  their  testimony  freely,  with  the 
assurance  that  they  will  never  be  punished  for  any  truthful  statement  they  may 
make.  The  Commission  also  desires  me  to  request  of  you  that  if  you  know  of  any 
retaliation  or  punishment  inflicted  upon  any  soldier  for  making  a  truthful  com- 
plaint they  will  thank  you  to  inform  us  in  the  matter. 

I  am  also  desired  to  state  that  we  will  be  in  session  after  October  27,  and  it  will 
be  after  that  time  when  we  visit  New  York  to  take  testimony  there.  As  a  rule, 
hearsay  evidence  will  not  be  admitted,  but  there  maybe  cases  where  such  evidence 
will  be  considered,  which  matter  the  Commission  will  decide  as  the  cases  are 
presented. 

I  am  also  desired  to  suggest,  in  order  to  enable  the  Commission  to  work  rapidly 
and  intelligently,  that  witnesses  sent  before  us  have  prepared  a  short  brief  or 
statement  of  what  particular  case  it  is  desired  we  shall  examine  them  upon,  and 
have  it  handed  to  us  when  we  reach  New  York. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

November  12,  1898. 
R.  B.  Roosevelt,  Esq., 

Sayville,  Long  Island,  New  York. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commission  to  inform  you  that  sittings  are  to  be 
held  in  New  York  City,  beginning  next  Thursday  or  Friday,  and  that  any  evidence 
you  have  to  submit  will  then  be  carefully  considered. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 


New  York,  November  16,  1898. 
Richard  Weightman,  Esq., 

Secretary  Commission  of  Investigation. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  your  Commission,  our  com- 
mittee has  directed  me  to  furnish  the  following  list  of  witnesses,  with  suggestions 
as  to  the  scope  of  their  testimony.  In  our  original  communication  to  the  Presi- 
dent a  statement  in  full  was  given  of  the  treatment  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteers  from  the  time  it  left  Camp  Black  to  its  return.  Any  of  the 
privates  of  this  regiment  will  confirm  the  facts,  but  the  following  names  have  been 
furnished:  Capt.  Walter  Joyce;  Lieut.  Henry  Hauck,  of  212  West  Eightieth  street; 
J.  S.  Sowers,  of  Company  K,  9  West  One  hundred  and  seventh  street;  D.  Goss, 
1871  Third  avenue;  Lieut.  H.  Olin,  Company  I,  244  East  Thirty-fifth  street;  L.  B. 
Foley,  233  West  Thirty-eighth  street.  This  regiment  was  selected,  not  because  its 
treatment  was  exceptional  or  worse  than  that  of  the  others  or  because  its  men  had 
complained,  but  because  it  was  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  of  our  regi- 
ments, and  its  men  and  officers  were  familiar  with  their  duties  and  with  military 
matters,  it  having  an  honorable  record,  reaching  back  to  the  days  of  the  civil  war. 
On  many  of  the  other  subjects  of  our  original  communication  we  judge  you  have 
received  abundant  evidence  and  we  do  not  wish  to  crowd  your  records  or  occupy 
your  time  unnecessarily.  In  these  matters  and  in  all  cases  in  which,  notorious  as 
they  may  be  to  the  country  at  large,  you  have  not  received  legal  and  satisfactory 
proof,  we  advise  the  calling  of  the  privates  whenever  possible,  as  the  ill  treatment 
and  unnecessary  suffering  mainly  fell  upon  them  and  often  do  not  seem  to  have 
reached  the  ears  of  the  higher  officers,  although  they  came  home  to  their  families 
a  thousand  miles  away.  We  possibly  give  you  the  names  of  persons  whom  you 
have  already  called  as  witnesses,  as  it  has  been  impossible  to  follow  all  the  testi- 
mony laid  before  you  merely  by  the  aid  of  the  public  press. 

Among  the  most  grievous  and  inexcusable  complaints  was  the  ill  treatment 
of  the  sick.  Among  the  many  who  were  literally  starved  to  death  for  want  of 
proper  nourishment  when  suffering  from  fever  were  Lieut.  William  L.  Tiffany, 
of  the  Rough  Riders;  Corpl.  William  Tudor,  Judson,  Haskell,  Philip  Hone,  and 
others.  Dr.  George  W.  Parker,  of  the  Roosevelt  Hospital,  attended  the  latter. 
He  can  at  the  same  time  testify  to  the  condition  of  the  soldiers  who  were  sent 
from  Montauk,  many  of  them  suffering  with  typhoid  fever.  Dr.  Jackson,  who 
attended  William  Tudor,  of  37  Brimmer  street,  Boston,  could  be  called  if  further 
testimony  should  be  needed,  and  the  doctors  of  Bellevue  and  the  other  hospitals 
could  furnish  valuable  and  accurate  information. 

Mortimer  O'Brien,  of  303  East  Fifty-third  street,  can  testify  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  body  of  his  son,  who  died  at  Chickamauga  of  neglect.  Richard  N.  Henry, 
of  the  Seventy-first,  returning  from  Cuba  on  the  Grande  Duchesse,  was  starved. 
His  father,  William  H.  Henry,  of  734  East  One  hundred  and  fortieth  street,  will 
be  a  witness.  The  case  of  Percy  Gaylor  was  similar.  His  father,  Judge  Clarence 
W.  Gaylor,  of  Scarsdale,  N.  Y. ,  will  testify.    We  suggest  that  the  members  of 
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the  Red  Cross  Society  could  give  your  Commission  valuable  testimony,  in  addition 
to  other  matters,  the  remarkable  fact  that  nurses  were  required  to  pledge  them- 
selves in  writing  not  to  divulge  abuses  before  they  would  be  allowed  to  serve. 
Dr.  A.  M.  Lesser  returned  on  the  Concho;  Miss  Jennette  Jennings,  on  the  Seneca. 
They  could  testify  not  merely  as  to  the  conditions  of  those  ships,  but  that  Generals 
Wood  and  Ludlow  and  Colonel  Roosevelt  implored  the  society  for  food  and  neces- 
sities for  their  men  in  Cuba,  and  that  the  first  load  of  fresh  meat  did  not  arrive 
there  till  July  25,  over  a  month  after  the  first  landing  of  the  troops.  The  Rev. 
Peter  McQueen,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  can  confirm  the  latter  statements. 

On  board  the  transport  Yale  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  was  literally  starved,  the 
men  being  given  a  cup  of  coffee  and  twenty-three  beans  for  a  day's  ration,  while 
the  officers  and  sailors  were  luxuriously  or  at  least  well  fed.  Any  private  who 
has  been  mustered  out  will  prove  these  facts. 

John  H.  Haller ,  Company  K,  Seventy-first  Regiment,  died  of  starvation.  His  sis- 
ter, of  349  West  Thirtieth  street,  will  prove  the  fact.  If  you  will  call  Captain  Hicks, 
of  the  Mobile,  and  the  steward,  Henry  Hughes,  you  will  probably  discover  the  truth 
as  to  the  charges  of  abuse  on  board  and  the  extravagant  prices  paid  for  food.  If 
further  evidence  is  needed  of  the  discreditable  condition  of  the  ships  which 
brought  home  the  soldiers,  ex-Park  Commissioner  Samuel  McMillin,  of  New 
York ;  W.  B.  Foster,  of  Chicago;  Capt.  J.  Q.  Anderson,  of  the  Thirty-third  Michigan 
Volunteers;  Dr.  James  S.  Kennedy,  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  and  innumerable 
others  could  be  called  as  witnesses. 

As  to  the  condition  of  Camp  Wikoff  and  the  treatment  of  the  men  there,  Mr. 
Couvane,  secretary  of  the  New  York  Relief  Committee,  could  testify  as  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  the  supplies  to  the  men  even  after  they  had  been  sent  to  the  camp. 
The  Rev.  H.  B.  Bryan,  Mrs.  Julian  Hawthorne,  the  members  of  the  local  relief 
committees  on  Long  Island;  Dr.  Schrady,  Howard  Townsend,  of  New  York;  Dr. 
J.  Richard  Taylor,  of  Sag  Harbor,  can  give  you  evidence  of  the  condition  and 
treatment  of  the  men,  and  Policeman  Philip  K.  Sweet,  of  the  Rough  Riders,  will 
show  the  treatment  of  that  regiment  in  Cuba. 

We  have  not  attempted  to  more  than  outline  what  these  persons  will  prove  if 
called  as  witnesses,  and  we  have  endeavored  as  far  as  possible  to  avoid  what  has 
already  been  gone  over  by  your  Commission  and  to  confine  our  proof  to  the  state- 
ments in  our  original  communication.  But  we  have  a  large  amount  of  infor- 
mation confirming  other  charges  which  have  been  made  public. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Robert  B.  Roosevelt, 

Secretary. 
Augustus  W.  Peters, 
Chairman  Committee  for  the  Protection  of  the  Soldiers. 


[Extract  from  official  report  of  the  Commission's  proceedings.] 
STATEMENT  OF  ROBERT  B.  ROOSEVELT. 

New  York,  November  M,  1898. 
Robert  B.  Roosevelt  appeared  at  the  request  of  the  Commission  and  made  the  following 
statement: 

By  General  Dodge: 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  be  sworn,  Mr.  Roosevelt? 

A.  Well,  I  have  no  objection;  but  I  can't  give  any  testimony  of  my  own  knowledge.  All  I 
have  heard  is  purely  hearsay.  I  can  probably  supply  you  with  the  names  of  additional  witnesses 
if  you  want  some  witnesses;  but  personally  I  have  no  testimony.  As  I  told  the  gentleman  at 
the  door,  I  have  no  knowledge.  I  wasn't  in  the  war  at  all.  My  nephew,  Colonel  Roosevelt,  was 
in  the  war. 

Q.  Have  you  any  more  witnesses  besides  those  you  furnished  us? 

A.  I  can  probably  give  the  others  if  it  is  desirable. 
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Q.  Are  there  any  more  you  think  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  examine  outside  of  those  which  you 
have  given  us— any  that  will  have  additional  knowledge? 

A.  I  only  sent  the  names  of  the  witnesses  as  to  those  matters  which  we  had  presented  in  our 
statement  to  the  President.  Outside  of  that  there  was  a  vast  field  on  which  we  could  probably 
furnish  a  number  of  witnesses.  "We  have  a  meeting  of  our  committee  to-morrow.  Will  you 
gentlemen  be  here  through  the  week? 

Q.  Yes. 

A.  Then  I  will  submit  a  list  of  additional  witnesses 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  witnesses  furnished  by  Mr.  Roosevelt: 


Anderson,  Capt.  J.  Q 
Brown,  Mrs.  E.  A. 
Bryan,  Rev.  H.  B 
Couvane,  Mr. 
Coones,  Private. 
Ewing,  Dr.  Jas. 
Foster,  W.  B. 
Foley,  L.  B. 
Gaylor,  Judge  C.  W. 
Goss,  D. 
Goodwin,  Mrs. 
Holmes,  Jas.  P. 
Hughes,  Henry. 
Hicks,  Captain. 
Hanbold,  Dr.  H.  A. 
Haller,  John  H.  (sister). 
Hawthorne,  Mrs.  Julian. 
Hoyt,  Mrs.  Julian. 
Fifty-one  in  all. 


Henry,  Wm.  H. 
Hauck,  Lieut.  Henry. 
Joyce,  Capt.  Walter. 
Jackson,  Dr. 
Jennings,  Mrs.  Jennette. 
Kennedy,  Jas.  S. 
Lesser,  Dr.  A.  M. 
Lowell,  Miss  Mary. 
Morton,  Dr.  W.  J. 
Marquand,  Mrs.  H. 
McKeever,  Daniel. 
McMillin,  Samuel. 
McQueen,  Rev.  Peter. 
Olin,  Lieut.  H. 
O'Brien,  M. 
Powers,  Mrs.  S.  D. 
Parker,  Dr.  Geo.  W. 
Parkins,  Mrs. 


Piffard,  Dr.  H.  G. 
Parrish,  Mr.  Samuel. 
Sowers,  J.  S. 
Shaw,  John  C. 
Shcrady,  Dr. 
Sweet,  Philip  K. 
Stimson,  Mrs. 
Thomas,  Capt.  Wm.  T. 
Townsend,  Howard. 
Taylor,  Dr.  J.  R. 
Thurber,  H.  B. 
Weston,  Mrs. 
Woodhouse,  Col.  and  Mrs. 

L.  G. 
Watson,  Mrs. 
Wagner,  Mrs.  von. 


Following  is  a  list  of  the  Roosevelt  witnesses  who  appeared: 


Bryan,  Rev.  H.  B 2232-2235 

Coones,  Private 2402 

Goss,D 1983-2001 

Holmes,  James  P 2339-2344 

Henry,  William  H 2008-2009 

Jennings,  Miss  Jennette 3536-3548 

Lesser,  Dr.  A.  M. 2369-2401 

Fourteen  in  all. 


Lowell,  Miss  Mary 2227-2231 

McKeever,  Daniel 2330-2332 

Olin,  Lieut.  H 2236-2245 

Parrish,  Mr.  Samuel 2158-2169 

Sowers,  J.  S... 2027-2035 

Woodhouse,  Mrs.  L.  G. 2250-2255 

Wagner,  Mrs.  von 2291-2296 


EEV.  TETJNIS  S.  HAMLIN'S  SERMON— PAPERS  AND  CORRESPONDENCE  IN  THE  CASE. 

[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

October  7,  1898. 
Rev.  Teunis  S.  Hamlin, 

Pastor,  Church  of  the  Covenant,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commission  to  say  that  their  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  sermon  delivered  by  you  on  the  18th  ultimo,  and  to  ask  whether  you 
will  oblige  them  by  testifying  before  the  body  to  the  facts,  within  your  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  and  experience,  upon  which  the  statements  contained  in  that 
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sermon  were  based.     Such  evidence  would  be  of  the  utmost  value  to  this  investi- 
gation and  would  be  gratefully  appreciated  by  the  Commission. 
It  is  hoped  that  you  can  fix  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfully,  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary. 

[Note.— Following  is  the  extract  from  the  sermon  to  which  especial  reference 
was  intended:] 

There  is  one  quality  of  our  national  character,  however,  yet  to  be  severely  tested.  It  is  the 
complement  of  that  humanity  for  which  we  pleaded  here  four  months  ago;  rather,  it  is  that 
very  humanity  showing  itself  in  doing  justice  while  loving  mercy.  Every  department  of  our 
Government  except  one  has  issued  from  the  war  with  the  highest  credit.  That  one  is  sadly  dis- 
credited in  the  popular  estimation.  This  estimation  may  be  in  some  particulars  entirely  wrong. 
It  may  lack  knowledge  of  all  the  facts.  It  may  underestimate  the  difficulties  that  have  been 
encountered.  It  may  misplace  the  blame.  But  it  is  not  wrong  in  its  verdict  that  there  is  blame. 
Whether  there  have  been  deliberate  crimes  against  the  lives  of  our  soldiers  or  the  blunders  of 
ignorance  and  incompetence  that  are  as  bad  as  crimes,  the  public  does  not  yet  know.  But  it 
does  know  that  in  Cuba  they  were  but  half  clothed,  half  fed,  half  sheltered,  half  doctored  when 
wounded  or  sick.  It  does  know  that  in  camps,  within  sight  of  our  great  cities,  one  of  them 
within  sight  of  our  national  capital,  they  have  been  decimated  by  perfectly  preventable  dis- 
eases and  have  died  untended  and  uncomf  orted.  It  does  know  that  the  transports  have  renewed 
the  horrors  of  the  "  middle  passage,"  and  that  men  have  starved  while  supply  ships  floated  aim- 
lessly for  weeks  and  months  upon  the  ocean  and  trains  loaded  with  food  and  medical  supplies 
stood  unopened  upon  the  rails.  It  does  know  that  somehow  our  soldiers  have  become  objects  of 
public  charity.  Meanwhile  the  war  office  "pleads  the  baby  act."  A  Cabinet  officer,  a  Senator, 
and  a  general  pronounce  the  water  at  Montauk  "good  "  after  tasting  it;  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment, in  a  public  letter,  shields  himself  by  throwing  all  blame  upon  his  subordinates,  in  the 
same  breath  saying  that  there  really  is  no  blame  after  all,  and  that  war  is  not  a  picnic.  The 
American  public  understands  this  perfectly;  expected  deaths,  sickness,  and  suffering;  is  slow 
to  believe  evil  of  those  in  whom  it  delights  to  take  unqualified  pride.  But  it  is  capable  of  a 
righteous  indignation.  It  is  feeling  that  indignation  profoundly  to-day.  Will  the  feeling  evap- 
orate and  the  needless  and  cruel  sufferings  of  thousands  of  brave  men  be  forgotten?  Or  will 
what  is  now  a  feeling  issue  in  even-handed  justice,  after  calm  investigation  into  all  the  facts,  in 
adequate  penalties,  no  matter  upon  whom  they  may  fall?  The  issue  of  all  this  will  sharply  test 
our  national  character;  will  disclose  our  love  of  both  justice  and  humanity.  If  it  shall  also  bring 
the  Congress  to  realize  the  evil  of  meddling  with  administrative  functions,  abolish  politics  from 
the  Army  and  Navy,  and  make  it  impossible  that  men  without  experience  or  capacity  should 
have  human  lives  intrusted  to  their  care,  then  the  martyrs  of  our  camps  and  transports  will 
not  have  died  in  vain. 


Church  of  the  Covenant, 
Washington,  D.  C. ,  October  8,  1898. 
Mr.  Richard  Weightman,  Secretary,  etc. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  favor  of  yesterday,  received  last  evening. 

The  sermon  to  which  you  allude  as  preached  by  me  on  the  18th  ultimo  was  upon 
the  great  events  of  the  summer.  The  paragraph  that  touched  subjects  covered  by 
your  Commission's  work  is  illustrative  of  a  trait  of  nation  character,  and  based 
upon  what  then  passed  current  as  public  knowledge.  I  had  and  have  "  no  expe- 
rience," but  spoke  upon  information  found  in  reputable  papers,  as  the  New  York 
Tribune,  and  the  letters  of  Mr.  George  Kennon  in  the  Outlook,  and  statements 
issued  from  officials  of  the  War  Department  and  found  in  the  public  press.  A 
reading  of  the  paragraph  will  show  that  it  dealt  only  with  matters  of  presumably 
public  knowledge. 

If,  with  this  explanation,  the  Commission  desires  my  presence,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  appear  before  them  at  any  time  that  they  may  fix. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Teunis  S.  Hamlin. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  November  4,  1898. 
Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  a  sermon  reported  to  have  been  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Teunis  S.  Hamlin,  of  the  Church  of  the  Covenant,  on  September  18  last.     I 
presume  it  is  correctly  reported,  as  it  has  never  been  publicly  denied.     I  was 
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absent  from  the  city  at  the  time  of  its  delivery,  and  my  attention  was  not  called 
to  it  until  about  the  time  your  Commission  went  South. 

Will  you  kindly  summon  Mr.  Hamlin  before  your  committee,  and  require  that 
he  furnish  proof  for  his  allegation  contained  in  his  strictures  upon  the  War 
Department? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 
The  President  War  Investigating  Committee, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  December  13,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  read  the  copy  of  Rev.  Teunis  S.  Hamlin's  letter  of  the  8th  of  October. 
This  is  the  first  I  had  seen  of  it.  To  me  the  letter  is  entirely  unsatisfactory. 
Will  you  kindly  request  him  to  appear  before  the  committee,  as  he  says  he  is 
willing  to  appear,  and  let  him  make  a  statement  that  will  be  as  public  as  his 
sermon  was  at  the  time  he  delivered  it,  and  greatly  oblige  me?  I  think  this  is  but 
justice  under  the  circumstances. 

Very  truly,  yours,  R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman  War  Investigation  Committee, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
[Note. — As  Dr.  Hamlin  had,  in  his  communication  of  the  8th  of  October, 
admitted  that  he  knew  nothing,  the  Commission  deemed  it  unnecessary  to  sum- 
mon him.] 


BROOKLYN   EAGLE   EDITORIAL— DENUNCIATION    OF  WAR   DEPARTMENT— EDITOR 
ASKED  TO  TESTIFY,  BUT  DOES  NOT  RESPOND. 

[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

September  29,  1898. 
Hon.  St.  Clair  McKelway, 

Editor  of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sir:  The  attention  of  the  Commission  has  been  called  to  an  editorial 
article  in  your  paper  (date  not  given),  entitled  "Medical  murders;  their  victims 
and  their  cause."  I  am  directed  by  the  presiding  officer  to  ask  you  whether  you 
have  any  facts  within  your  personal  knowledge  upon  which  you  have  based  the 
charges  set  forth  in  that  article,  and  whether,  if  so,  you  will  oblige  the  Commis- 
sion by  furnishing  them  with  those  facts  in  compact  and  explicit  form? 

Permit  me  to  submit  to  your  notice,  by  way  of  illustration,  an  extract  from  the 
editorial  article  in  question: 

Of  a  piece  with  this  case  was  the  dispatch  at  night,  on  foot,  of  15  ill  and  fever-fraught  soldiers 
back  from  the  general  hospital,  miles  to  their  camp,  amid  the  darkness,  because  those  who  had 
brought  them  to  that  hospital  in  the  army  conveyance  had  lost  the  list  of  their  names  en  route. 
They  were  not  taken  back  in  the  conveyance.  The  driver  was  not  sent  back  to  get  a  new  list  of 
their  names.  The  wagon  was  disused,  the  invalids  were  sent  out  hardly  able  to  stand  and  com- 
pelled, over  miles  of  space,  to  find  their  way  or  to  lose  it,  as  many  of  them  did,  it  mattered  not 
which  to  those  who  thrust  them  forth.  Of  a  piece  with  this  was  the  imbecility  of  putting  down 
wooden  floors  in  the  tents  of  regiments,  not  while  the  regiments  were  there,  but  the  day  they 
left  and  the  day  after.  And  of  a  piece  with  it  is  the  imbecility  of  not  ordering  into  those  camps 
(belatedly  made  comfortable)  the  regiments  still  there  and  suffering  for  the  want  of  just  such 
flooring  to  their  tents. 
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These  are  but  a  few  chapters  of  imbecility  and  cruelty.  They  mate  with  many  chapters  in  the 
same  camp.  They  mate  with  a  thousand  instances  in  other  camps.  They  are  the  things  not 
seen  by  Alger  or  McKinley  when  they  make  their  tours  abroad.  They  are  things  carefully  kept 
from  their  hearing  or  concealed  from  their  view.  But  they  are  things  which  are  making  their 
way  among  the  people;  things  which  are  desolating  homes,  breaking  hearts,  and,  if  the  Admin- 
istration will  take  no  other  view  of  it,  things  that  are  incensing  voters  to  indignation  and  to 
revenge.  Such  things  as  these  render  the  scratching  of  the  surface  of  evils  a  flippant  insult 
to  the  dead,  and  to  the  dying,  and  to  the  racked,  to  whom  even  death  is  denied.  They  render 
the  showy  arraignment  of  imbecile  heads  of  bureaus  a  parody  on  remedy  and  reform. 

The  Commission  would  be  glad  to  have  testimony  of  any  kind  that  can  be  used 
in  this  investigation,  not  only  relating  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  death 
of  Lieutenant  Lafferty  at  Camp  Wikoff ,  as  alleged  in  the  article  under  considera- 
tion, but  also  relating  to  the  other  incidents  to  which  you  make  reference.  Such 
testimony  is  exactly  what  the  Commission  wants.  Will  you  oblige  this  body  with 
what  you  have  at  your  disposal  or  can  obtain  for  the  purpose? 
Very  respectfully, 

Richard  Weightman,  Secretary, 
[Note. — No  reply  was  received  to  this  letter.] 


DR.  ROBERT  MACLEAN  TAFT  COMPLAINS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  Waldorf-Astoria, 

New  York,  September  13, 1898. 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  My  attention  and  deep  interest  toward  the  men  who  so  bravely  fought 
under  our  flag  in  Cuba  were  first  aroused  by  seeing  the  condition  of  the  soldiers 
returning  from  camp  and  the  front,  when  on  the  30th  of  August  the  Seventy-first 
Regiment  marched  to  their  headquarters.  I  saw  the  deathly  sick,  weak,  and 
emaciated  boys  drop  from  exhaustion  in  the  armory.  I  helped  carry  them  in  my 
arms  to  the  ambulance,  and  thence  to  the  hospital.  Since  then  I  have  spent  my 
time  helping  the  sick  where  I  could.  It  has  been  my  good  fortune,  through 
my  friends,  to  be  able  to  bring  to  them  nourishing  food,  medicine,  and  clothes, 
and  to  help  them  home  when  they  were  ready  to  go.  At  the  bedside  I  have 
heard  their  stories  of  privation,  disease,  neglect,  and  starvation. 

Mr.  President,  I  know  that  throughout  this  unfortunate  war  you  have  been  a 
grand  man.  Many  men  have  talked  to  you,  and  have  written  about  what  they 
have  heard  and  seen  of  the  condition  of  the  soldiers,  but  the  statements  are  not 
always  substantiated,  and  are  therefore  useless.  I  have  statements  in  my  posses- 
sion from  the  brave  boys,  telling  of  their  suffering,  disease,  and  hunger.  These 
are  signed  by  them  and  sworn  to  before  a  notary.  It  is  difficult  for  anyone  to^et 
closer  to  the  heart  of  a  soldier  than  a  physician.  Therefore  I  write  to  you  to  tell 
you  what  I  have  personally  seen  and  done.  I  will  get  more  evidence,  if  you  so 
wish.  I  have  given  my  word  not  to  divulge  the  names  of  these  men  until  they 
are  mustered  out  or  afforded  protection,  as  they  fear  court-martial  and  severe 
punishment. 

On  the  night  of  the  31st  of  August,  at  the  corner  of  Thirty-fourth  street  and 
First  avenue,  a  soldier  collapsed.  He  was  suffering  from  pernicious  malarial 
fever,  and  was  also  in  the  third  week  of  typhoid.  It  was  easy  to  get  a  hansom  and 
take  him  to  a  room.  Nourishing  food  and  medicine  were  procured  for  him,  as  he 
had  not  a  dollar  himself.  He  had  not  eaten  for  three  days  and  was  discharged  from 
Camp  Wikoff  as  being  well  enough  to  go  home.  His  temperature  was  106°,  pulse 
160,  respiration  38.  I  stayed  with  him  until  4  o'clock  in  the  morning.  That  day 
he  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died.    He  told  me  that  12  miles  from  El 
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Caney  twenty  wounded  men  lay  in  the  baking  sun  for  four  days,  with  their  wounds 
exposed  until  they  became  maggoty  and  full  of  vermin.  After  four  days  they 
walked  and  crawled  12  miles  to  the  nearest  doctor,  and  when  they  arrived  found 
that  the  surgeon  did  not  have  a  bandage,  an  instrument,  or  any  medicine  to  relieve 
their  suffering.  One  of  the  men  could  not  stand  his  agony,  and  with  his  own  fin- 
ger nail  tore  open  his  radial  artery  and  bled  to  death.  There  were  maggots  under 
this  man's  arms. 

Mr.  President,  I  felt  broken  hearted,  and  since  that  time  I  have  helped  to  feed 
and  take  care  of  68  men— volunteers  and  regulars— from  different  regiments. 
Most  of  my  work  has  been  done  at  Belle vue  Hospital,  as  I  used  to  be  an  old  house 
surgeon  there  and  know  the  ropes.  The  food  has  been  brought  to  the  hospital; 
the  superintendent  has  given  me  four  men  to  help,  and  all  of  the  food  and  fruit 
has  been  given  to  the  four  house  physicians  to  be  distributed  to  the  sick  men, 
according  to  their  discretion.  I  have  not  been  able  to  afford  much  myself,  but 
through  the  kindness  of  friends,  and  one  dear  friend  in  particular,  I  have  been 
able  to  raise  nearly  $300.  This,  properly  expended  and  personally  distributed,  I 
trust  has  done  some  good.  The  friends  that  helped  me  the  most  were  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Gilbert,  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Gilbert  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  V. 
Brokaw,  who  is  a  brother  of  Mr.  Isaac  Brokaw,  with  whom  Mrs.  Abner  McKinley 
has  visited  this  summer.  I  know  Prof.  W.  Gilman  Thompson  and  Dr.  Stimson 
very  well.     Both  have  written  to  you  and  have  advised  me  to  do  the  same. 

The  soldiers  at  Bellevue,  with  their  stomachs  destroyed  by  lack  of  food  at  times 
and  improper  nourishment  at  others,  need  more  delicate  and  nourishing  food  than 
that  which  is  furnished  by  this  institution.  I  have  been  able,  through  the  help  of 
my  friends,  to  bring  good  soups,  nourishing  broths,  bread,  coffee,  and  wine  to  the 
men.  This  applies  especially  to  the  very  sick  ones  and  the  convalescent.  We 
have  been  able  to  bring  them  fruit  for  their  parched  lips  and  lemons  and  lime 
juice  to  satisfy  their  cravings  for  sour  things.  All  these  things  the  hospital  can 
not  provide.  The  medical  treatment  there  has  been  of  the  best  and  the  doctors 
most  faithful.  Many  of  the  boys  have  been  snatched  from  death.  I  intend  to  go 
ahead  with  what  money  I  have  left  and  what  time  I  can  spare  to  alleviate  their 
sufferings  for  one  object,  and  for  the  second  to  obtain  evidence  that  may  be  of 
use  to  you  or  to  those  persons  you  have  appointed  for  this  object.  A  doctor  can 
obtain  this  testimony  where  others  would  fail.  Now,  if  you  think  it  useless  to  go 
on  getting  evidence,  I  shall  stop  and  devote  my  time  to  caring  for  the  sick. 

I  have  my  head  full  of  stories  of  abuse,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  impor- 
tant ones. 

The  following  is  an  affidavit  given  to  me  at  Bellevue  Hospital  by  a  volunteer 
of  a  New  York  regiment.     I  hold  the  original,  and  is  sworn  to  before  a  notary: 

I  came  from  Boston  to  volunteer  in  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  of  New  York.  My  company 
was  ordered  to  the  front.  We  fought  in  the  thickest  of  the  battle  and  charged  up  "the  hill"  at 
San  Juan.  Two  weeks  after  I  was  taken  ill  with  pernicious  malarial  fever  and  diarrhea.  After 
a  few  days  I  was  taken  to  the  hospital  tent,  and  the  doctor  came  to  see  me  once  a  day.  The 
food  was  "sowbelly"  and  hard- tack  three  times  a  day.  If  my  "bunky"  did  not  cook  for  me, 
nobody  would.  I  was  very  sick  and  suffered  terribly.  My  memory  is  too  weak  to  tell  it  all.  To 
pass  their  water  or  to  evacuate  their  bowels  the  men  had  to  go  50  feet  down  the  hill.  There 
were  no  vessels  or  commodes.  While  still  sick  and  dizzy  I  was  forced  to  do  guard  duty  twenty- 
four  hours  on  a  stretch.  After  four  or  five  days  I  was  told  that  I  was  to  be  taken  home.  The 
thought  of  it  buoyed  me  up.  Six  companies  were  forced  to  march  nearly  5  miles  to  the  boat. 
Many  times  I  fell  from  weakness  and  exhaustion.  I  could  eat  nothing.  When  I  got  on  the 
transport  my  worst  sufferings  began.  I  came  up  on  the  La  Grande  Duchesse.  The  transport  took 
the  whole  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Regulars  and  the  sixth  company  of  the  Seventy-first 
New  York  Volunteers.  The  transport  was  packed  and  crowded.  Five  men  were  put  into  each 
small  stateroom.  The  odor  was  nauseating.  The  saloon,  alleyways,  and  decks  were  crowded 
with  men;  most  all  of  them  were  sick  and  lay  around  groaning  and  cursing.  Some  were  buried 
at  sea.  All  we  had  to  eat  was  canned  corned  beef  and  hard-tack.  The  coffee  was  cooked  in  an 
old  barrel  and  was  so  terrible  that  it  could  not  be  taken.  The  drinking  water  was  hot  and 
nasty,  being  drawn  from  pipes  lying  close  to  the  engine  room.    The  water  was  worst  of  all,  and 
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there  was  no  ice  to  cool  it.  It  was  possible,  if  one  had  a  little  money,  to  buy  ale  for  30  cents  a 
half  pint,  but  very  few  of  us  had  any  money. 

When  I  was  ill  in  Cuba,  the  commissary  officers  at  Siboney  sold  to  the  highest  bidder  food  that 
should  have  been  distributed  to  the  soldiers  free.  I  had  little  money  and  soon  my  small  capital 
was  exhausted.  I  was  sick  and  could  get  nothing.  It  was  known  that  these  things  were  sent  to 
the  soldiers  free,  and  I  was  told  when  I  last  visited  Siboney  with  a  few  cents  to  buy  something 
I  could  eat  that  these  officers  had  been  arrested,  but  I  don't  know  surely.  I  had  things  sent  to 
me  from  home,  but  they  never  reached  me.  The  "boys"  had  jelly,  cigars,  candy,  and  underwear 
sent  to  them.  The  letters  telling  of  these  arrived,  but  not  the  articles.  I  was  much  worse  on 
the  transport  than  anywhere.  Dr.  Bell  and  Dr.  Stafford  were  fine  men  and  worked  hard,  but 
there  were  so  many  patients  and  the  doctors  were  so  used  up  themselves  that  we  could  not  get 
proper  treatment.  Lots  of  terrible  things  happened  that  I  can  not  remember.  Once  a  dead 
man  lay  among  us  for  two  days  before  he  was  buried.  At  Camp  Wikoff  the  doctors  at  the  divi- 
sion hospital  told  us  that  we  were  not  sick  enough.  We  were  starved,  wretched,  and  exhausted 
and  could  eat  absolutely  nothing  that  was  given  us.  The  doctors  said  that  only  real  sick  patients 
could  be  taken  into  the  hospital,  and  we  were  marched  to  a  camp  2  miles  away.  I  marched 
8  miles  that  day.  At  times  I  was  shaking  with  a  chill,  and  then  I  would  be  burning  with 
fever.  We  stayed  at  Montauk  about  a  week  and  then  marched  4  miles  to  the  depot,  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  New  York.  I  was  as  sick  as  a  dog  and  frightfully  weak,  but  had  an  easy  time  beside 
some  of  the  other  fellows  in  our  company.  Their  sufferings  on  the  train  were  indescribable. 
We  landed  in  New  York,  and  I  rode  up  in  one  of  the  park  wagons.  I  arrived  at  the  armory  and 
there  collapsed.— [Sworn  statement.] 

(I  caught  this  boy  in  my  arms  and  helped  take  him  to  Bellevue  Hospital.  His  temperature  on 
admission  was  105.4°,  pulse  108,  respiration  29.  From  August  29  to  September  5  his  temperature 
ranged  between  105.4°  and  100°.  Microscopical  examination  of  the  blood  showed  it  to  be  full  of 
malarial  germs.  His  nervous  system  is  shattered;  his  memory  is  weak;  his  kidneys  are  dam- 
aged; he  is  as  yellow  as  saffron,  and  is  greatly  emaciated,  having  lost  about  50  pounds.  This 
boy  was  not  expected  to  live,  but  by  careful  treatment  and  good  food,  combined  with  grit,  he 
has  pulled  through. —Robert  MacLean  Taft,  M.  D.) 

I  charged  the  hill  at  San  Juan.  I  was  taken  sick  a  week  after.  I  lay  with  fever  a  long  time 
in  an  old  shack  composed  of  dead  trees  and  bushes.  The  doctor  on  his  daily  rounds  always 
passed  me  by.  I  had  to  get  up  and  go  to  see  him.  Sometimes  I  was  unable  to  visit  the  doctor, 
as  I  was  too  weak.  The  rain  poured  right  in  on  me.  They  urged  me  to  work,  but  I  was  too  sick. 
Sometimes  while  in  the  shack  I  went  two  or.  three  days  without  food  or  water,  as  I  was  unable 
to  cook  or  procure  the  water  myself.  After  living  a  week  in  the  shack  I  was  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital. Before  I  was  taken  to  the  hospital  there  was  nobody  to  bring  anything  to  me,  and  most 
of  the  time  I  was  too  weak  to  obtain  the  necessities  of  life  myself.  After  a  little  while  in  the 
hospital  I  was  brought  to  New  York  on  the  St.  Paul.— [Sworn  statement.] 

(This  man  was  very  dangerously  ill.  He  was  not  expected  to  live.  His  skin  was  of  a  dirty 
yellow  color,  and  his  anaemia  was  remarkable.  The  red  blood  corpuscles  were  reduced  about 
80  per  cent.  His  temperature  on  being  admitted  to  Bellevue  was  106.4°,  pulse  128,  respiration  38 
per  minute.    His  life  will  be  saved. —Robert  MacLean  Taft,  M.  D.) 

The  next  affidavit  comes  from  a  man  seriously  ill  at  present;  the  chances  of  his 
life  are  more  or  less  doubtful: 

I  have  suffered  dreadfully.  I  could  fill  a  book  on  what  I  have  gone  through  in  my  tent.  The 
reason  we  suffered  so  much  was  exposure  and  starvation.  I  charged  the  hill  at  San  Juan.  After 
the  surrender  I  suffered  greatly  from  hunger.  There  were  days  that  I  went  without  food; 
sometimes  for  three  or  four  days  nothing  passed  my  lips.  It  was  said  that  the  roads  were  so 
bad  that  things  could  not  be  brought  to  us.  After  a  while  we  obtained  food,  but  it  was  such 
that  sick  men  could  not  eat.  It  was  composed  of  hard-tack  that  was  wet  and  moldy,  and  corned 
beef  (canned)  so  spoiled  that  our  stomachs  could  not  retain  it.  Often  I  was  on  guard  duty  in 
the  hot  sun  and  could  not  get  water  to  drink  when  my  tongue  was  hanging  from  my  mouth. 
The  water  was  filthy  and  taken  from  where  the  horses  drank,  the  Cubans  bathed,  and  the  clothes 
washed.  In  Cuba  I  was  very  ill,  but  became  much  worse  on  the  transport  La  Grande  Duchesse, 
in  which  I  was  taken  to  Camp  Wikoff.  On  this  boat  there  was  nothing  for  the  sick  to  eat.  I 
have  been  for  four  days  without  being  able  to  eat  what  was  given  to  us.  It  was  nothing  but 
musty  hard-tack  and  corned  beef  (canned).  All  the  water  we  could  get  was  hot,  as  it  came  from 
pipes  which  ran  under  the  boilers  of  the  engine.  When  my  lips  were  parched  I  could  not  even 
get  a  few  drops  of  cold  water.  Half  of  the  time  .we  could  not  even  have  the  hot  water.  I  was 
much  better  in  Santiago,  and  became  weaker  on  the  boat.  Besides  malaria,  I  had  dysentery,  with 
sometimes  fifteen  or  twenty  stools  a  day.  Often  there  was  no  nurse  to  help  me  when  I  wished 
to  evacuate  my  bowels.  Sometimes  I  waited  hours  in  agony  before  my  sick  comrade  could  lend 
a  helping  hand.  My  sufferings  at  this  time  were  intense.  I  could  not  drink  the  coffee,  and  it 
was  terribly  nauseating  to  me,  being  made  in  a  wooden  barrel.  I  suffered  much  at  Camp 
Wikoff,  and  there  was  only  one  nurse  for  sixty  men.    On  the  train  to  New  York  I  was  sick  and 
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exhausted,  and  thought  I  would  never  get  there  alive.  I  just  lived  in  hopes  of  seeing  my  home, 
They  said  at  camp  I  was  all  right;  to  go  home.  I  collapsed  at  the  armory  and  was  taken  to 
Bellevue  Hospital.    My  memory  is  so  bad  that  I  can  not  tell  half  of  what  I  suffered. 

(This  patient  has  pernicious  malarial  fever  of  a  severe  type  and  is  very  dangerously  ill.  He 
has  dysentery  and  inflammation  of  the  colon.  The  temperature  on  admission  was  104°,  and  has 
reached  that  point  many  times  in  the  last  week.  He  can  scarcely  speak  above  a  whisper,  and 
is  greatly  emaciated.— Robert  MacLean  Taft,  M.  D.) 

The  next  statement  I  have  heard  from  at  least  a  dozen  men.  This  particular 
one  was  given  to  me  by  a  man  in  whose  regiment  this  divine  was  chaplain. 

This  evidence  is  very  black,  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  proved  true.  It  is  as 
follows: 

There  is  hardly  a  man  in  the  regiment  who  does  not  despise  this  minister  and  think  him  a 
hypocrite  and  blackleg.  The  first  thing  we  knew  of  his  meanness  was  at  Tampa.  He  placed  a 
man  under  arrest  for  taking  a  glass  of  ice  water  from  a  sailor,  but  yet  he  drank  it  himself.  He 
held  aloof  from  the  men  on  the  way  down  and  would  not  come  near  the  boys  in  the  hold.  On 
the  28th  or  29th  of  June,  at  the  front,  the  doctor  remembered  one  day  while  at  camp  that  he 
left  something  behind  at  Siboney.  He  left  and  did  not  return.  On  Sunday  there  was  no  one  to 
conduct  the  services.  On  Sunday  a  volunteer  went  for  him  and  found  him  at  Siboney  drinking 
wine  with  two  friends.  When  asked  to  return  for  services  he  said,  "  Oh,  it's  too  far  to  go."  The 
volunteer  saw  in  the  room  a  number  of  packages  addressed  to  the  "boys"  in  the  regiment 
pulled  apart  and  opened.  These  things  belonged  to  the  men  at  the  front  of  the  fighting  line, 
yet  the  reverend  doctor  was  eating  them  and  his  friends  were  helping  him.  The  volunteer 
talked  to  him  pretty  strongly,  and  the  doctor  threatened  to  have  him  arrested.  He  was  dared 
to  prefer  charges.  None  were  made.  After  the  battle  of  San  Juan,  when  he  was  asked  to  come 
to  the  front  to  see  the  dying  boys  at  their  request,  he  refused.  He  would  not  even  come  to  ease 
their  dying  moments  or  to  take  their  last  word  in  testimony,  though  begged  to  do  so  on  bended 
knees.  When  the  boys  were  wounded  or  sick  in  the  hospital  he  would  not  attend  them,  but 
went  to  Siboney.  Everybody  in  the  regiment  knows  about  him  and  cordially  dislikes  this 
hypocrite  and  coward.  He  tried  to  sell  his  horse  at  Siboney,  so  as  to  have  the  excuse  that  he 
was  too  stout  to  walk  to  the  front.  Even  on  the  returning  ship  he  did  not  come  near  the  sick 
"boys,"  and  the  men  would  rather  die  than  send  for  him.  All  the  packages  sent  to  the  soldiers 
by  mail  came  in  care  of  this  minister.  It  is  known  that  he  opened  many  of  them,  smoked  the 
cigars  of  the  well  men,  and  devoured  the  luxuries  of  the  sick  "  boys." 

This  statement  is  sworn  to  before  a  notary. 

A  great  many  men  have  told  me  of  their  sufferings  and  after  I  have  written 
many  pages  refused  to  sign  them  for  fear  of  court-martial.  Nevertheless,  I 
have  addresses  and  names  of  these  men  and  they  promised  to  give  the  evidence 
when  they  are  mustered  out.  One  of  the  men,  a  nurse,  told  me  that  on  a  trans- 
port where  there  was  nothing  to  eat  for  the  sick  men  but  hard-tack  blue  with 
mold,  and  canned  corned  beef,  a  poor,  ill  soldier  picked  from  the  cracks  in  the  boards 
enough  rice  to  obtain  a  little  mess  for  himself.  The  cook  prepared  it  and  the  boy 
went  on  deck  to  eat  it.  The  first  officer  seeing  him  told  the  soldier  with  an  oath 
to  go  below  with  the  cattle,  where  he  belonged.  The  volunteer  being  too  weak  to 
move  fast  enough  to  suit  the  officer,  the  officer  picked  up  a  belaying  pin  and  struck 
him  in  the  face.  His  hot  rice  was  upset,  burning  his  face,  and  the  blow  rendered 
him  unconscious.  The  nurse  himself  went  five  days  without  passing  his  water  on 
the  transport,  and  nothing  was  given  to  relieve  him.  This  transport  was  crowded 
and  top-heavy.  The  slightest  sea  would  throw  the  sick  men  from  their  hammocks 
and  bunks.  They  would  curse  and  groan  in  their  anguish.  The  attending  nurse 
refused  to  bring  the  vessel  to  one  very  sick  man  and  he  arose  to  get  to  it  himself, 
but  before  going  10  feet  fell  over  dead.  One  man  who  died  was  shoved  through 
the  porthole  without  anything  to  sink  him.  The  captain  of  the  ship  was  a  cruel 
man  and  cursed  and  struck  at  the  soldiers.  He  kicked  one  sick  man  in  the 
stomach. 

In  Cuba  this  man,  being  a  nurse,  saw  some  terrible  suffering,  and  I  am  confi- 
dent of  getting  his  testimony.  He  said  that  some  of  the  nurses  were  from  the 
slums  of  New  Orleans,  and  cursed  the  sick  men  and  drank  their  whisky  before 
their  eyes.  One  sick  man  told  me  that  at  Chickamauga  he  had  had  27  stools 
1  between  "taps"  and   "reveille."    The  last  10  movements  were  passed  in  his 
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trousers  and  they  were  not  removed  for  ten  hours.  He  could  not  eat  his  rations. 
He  lay  on  a  flat  car  in  the  broiling  sun  with  his  clothes  on.  The  nurse  who  had 
been  in  Cuba  told  me  that  at  one  time  60  men  were  to  be  transferred  to  a  certain 
place.  They  were  placed  on  flat  cars,  and  as  there  was  a  long  delay  in  starting 
they  were  exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sun  for  twelve  hours.  The  officers  would 
not  allow  them  to  seek  the  shade  only  100  yards  away.  Two  committed  suicide 
and  one  went  crazy  as  the  result  of  their  sufferings.  Prof.  W.  Gilman  Thompson 
told  me  that  he  had  seen  at  Camp  Wikoff  men  who  were  dangerously  ill  with 
typhoid  and  dysentery  climbing  telegraph  poles  to  fix  wires.  I  presume  you  know 
all  about  the  water  supply  at  Camp  Wikoff  and  its  imminent  danger  of  contam- 
ination. I  will  not  speak  of  it,  as  Dr.  Thompson  said  that  he  had  written  to  you 
about  it. 

There  was  a  man  who  was  brought  to  Bellevue  Hospital  from  a  hospital  ship 
who  had  been  shot  through  the  leg  at  San  Juan.  He  received  a  compound  frac- 
ture of  the  thigh.  The  incompetent  attendant  had  put  on  a  plaster  up  to  but  not 
beyond  or  surrounding  the  fracture.  Therefore  the  broken  bone  had  no  support. 
It  would  have  been  just  as  humane  and  sensible  to  have  tied  a  big  stone  to  his 
foot  and  have  the  leg  dangle.  All  the  treatment  this  man  received  for  four  days 
was  from  his  "bunky."  His  comrade  chewed  up  tobacco  and  put  it  on  the 
wounds.  His  comrade  had  syphilis.  The  soldier  wounded  fighting  for  his  coun- 
try contracted  syphilis  in  his  wound  and  now  has  the  secondary  symptoms  well 
marked.  It  is  certain  that  proper  food  and  proper  treatment  at  the  right  time 
could  have  saved  many  men.  A  "Rough  Rider"  told  me  that  if  it  had  not  been 
for  Colonel  Roosevelt  and  his  generosity  many  of  the  boys  would  have  gone  hun- 
gry many  a  time. 

Two  surgeons,  interns  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  whom  I  know  personally,  enlisted 
as  privates  in  the  volunteer  regiment  of  New  York  City.  They  were  stationed  at 
Camp  Black.  They  told  me  that  many  of  the  men  there  suffered  and  died  without 
medical  attendance.  There  were  307  men  stationed  at  Camp  Black  for  six  weeks 
without  a  surgeon  or  medical  supplies.  Many  times  these  doctor  friends  of  mine 
were  called  during  the  night  and  day  to  see  the  sick  ones,  but  they  could  be  of 
no  service,  as  they  were  absolutely  without  medical  supplies. 

One  night  my  friend  was  called  to  see  a  sick  man  with  acute  inflammation  of 
the  stomach  and  small  intestines,  caused  by  the  food  and  water  that  he  had  par- 
taken of.  The  sick  boy  was  suffering  severe  pain  and  the  only  way  the  doctor 
had  of  relieving  it  was  to  heat  a  few  stones  from  the  road  and  apply  them  to  his 
abdomen.  This  happened  within  a  few  miles  of  New  York.  There  was  a  great 
deal  of  sickness  among  the  307  volunteers.  Those  very  ill  were  taken  to  a  neigh- 
boring town,  and  there  were  others  just  as  sick  who  would  not  acknowledge  their 
weakness.  The  dysentery  cases  received  no  treatment,  although  some  were 
having  15  or  20  stools  a  day.  These  cases  always  passed  blood,  and  were  weak 
and  emaciated.  Nevertheless,  they  did  guard  duty  often  twenty-four  hours  on  a 
stretch.  The  doctor  told  me  that  he  had  seen  men  very  dangerously  ill  sit  for 
hours  on  the  closet,  straining  and  suffering  frightfully  from  tenesmus.  "We 
were  drinking  water  from  surface  wells,  which  caused  the  dysentery  and  later 
spread  typhoid  fever."  These  doctors  wrote  on  for  appointments,  but  were 
refused.  They  worked  as  well  as  they  could  as  privates,  but  could  obtain  no 
medical  or  surgical  supplies.  Doctor  said  that  he  had  seen  rich  fellows  go  ten 
times  a  night  to  the  water-closet  and  beg  and  cry  to  have  their  pain  relieved. 
The  food  was  frightful.  One  man  among  307  fed  his  company  two  or  three  times 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  Professor  Thompson  said  that  if  the  simplest  precaution 
was  taken  that  all  these  sufferings  could  have  been  avoided.  The  acute  cases  of 
dysentery,  having  no  treatment  in  the  earlier  stages,  became  chronic.  At  Camp 
Wikoff,  while  bathing,  one  of  the  doctors  who  had  enlisted  as  a  private  was 
requested  to  see  a  dying  man.     The  friends  said  that  they  had  hunted  a  long  time 
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for  the  regular  doctor,  but  he  could  not  be  found.     The  doctor  responded,  but 
could  give  no  relief,  as  he  was  without  supplies. 

On  the  way  to  Camp  Wikoff  2  of  the  men  out  of  the  307  were  killed  in  a  rail- 
road accident.  One  was  killed  outright,  and  the  other  might  possibly  have 
been  saved  if  there  had  been  a  regimental  surgeon  on  board  with  a  sufficient 
amount  of  material  to  work  with.  As  it  was,  the  man  suffered  for  over  an  hour 
and  then  died.  I  will  not  write  you  about  the  horrors  of  Camp  Wikoff,  for  Prof. 
W.  G.  Thompson  told  me  that  he  had  written  you  a  detailed  account  of  it.  He 
had  spoken  to  you  of  the  typhoid  cases  in  the  third  week  of  their  disease,  lying 
out  in  the  company  streets  without  nursing  and  with  only  the  daily  visits  of  the 
surgeon.  The  food  was  absolutely  unfit  for  the  sick,  Dr.  Thompson  said,  and  fre- 
quently the  surgeon  could  not  even  get  time  to  see  them  at  least  once  a  day.  The 
stomach  being  the  most  important  organ  to  keep  in  condition  when  a  patient  has 
typhoid  fever,  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  improper  ood  will  render  its  functions 
useless,  and  therefore  give  little  hope  of  recovery.  This  can  not  be  more  easily 
accomplished  than  by  improper  food,  such  as  the  kind  they  received. 

These  are  a  few  facts,  Mr.  President,  that  I  have  discovered,  and  I  wish  to  send 
them  to  you.  You  have  been  a  wonderful  man  throughout  all  this  difficulty,  and 
I  know  you  feel  that  some  of  the  men  responsible  for  these  outrages  should  be 
punished.  Of  course,  these  things  have  been  kept  away  from  the  newspapers,  as 
I  did  not  desire  them  to  be  published.  I  have  been  able  to  do  very  little,  but  we 
will  keep  going  and  perhaps  accomplish  some  good  for  the  brave  "boys'' who 
fought  so  well.  We  may  be  able  to  cheer  and  help  them  in  their  suffering  and 
hasten  their  convalescence.  I  shall  endeavor  also  to  obtain  more  evidence  if  you 
so  desire.  I  have  told  you  but  a  part  of  what  I  know,  and  trusting  to  hear  from 
you,  I  am, 

Most  respectfully,  Robert  MacLean  Taft, 

371  West  End  Avenue,  New  York  City. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Lemon  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  30,  1898. 
Dr.  Robert  MacLean  Taft, 

371  West  End  Avenue,  New  York. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  date  September 
13,  has  been  referred  to  this  Commission.  I  am  directed  to  ask  you  for  the  affi- 
davits to  which  you  call  attention.  The  deponents  will  be  granted  all  protection, 
immunity  from  court-martial,  and  any  other  punishment  on  account  of  their 
having  furnished  testimony.  The  board  will  be  obliged  to  you,  also,  for  any 
additional  evidence  you  have  or  can  obtain  which  will  aid  the  investigation. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richard  Weightman,  Secretary. 


223  West  Seventh  Street. 
Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  to  Dr.  Robert  MacLean  Taft  has  been  received  and 
opened  by  me.  Dr.  Taft  is  ill  and  unable  to  leave  his  room.  The  physician  under 
whose  charge  he  is  thinks  it  will  be  a  week  or  more  before  he  is  out.  Regretting 
that  he  is  not  able  to  be  of  service  to  you,  I  am, 

Respectfully,  Mrs.  R.  M.  Taft, 

Friday  evening. 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  12,  1S9S. 
To  the  Officer  in  Charge  Medical  Supply  Depot,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  The  Surgeon- General  directs  me  to  forward  to  you  the  inclosed  list  of  arti- 
cles to  comprise  an  advance  outfit  for  the  medical  department  of  volunteer  regi- 
ments. Some  of  the  articles  are  intended  to  supply  their  immediate  needs  until 
the  medical  and  surgical  chests  are  ready  for  issue;  others,  such  as  folding  field 
furniture,  etc.,  will  form  a  part  of  their  permanent  outfit.  The  Surgeon- General 
directs  that  you  have,  as  far  as  practicable,  several  sets  of  these  articles  set  aside 
ready  for  issue,  and  that  you  telegraph  him  when  you  have  any  ready  for  issue, 
even  if  they  are  not  entirely  complete,  as,  for  instance,  some  of  the  miscellaneous 
articles.  He  desires  the  utmost  dispatch  be  used,  as  some  of  the  volunteer  regi- 
ments forming  are  entirely  without  supplies,  and  he  wishes  to  issue  to  some  of 
these  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment.  If  practicable  to  make  rough  chests 
into  which  medicines  and  some  of  the  other  articles  that  have  to  be  used  for  dis- 
pensing can  be  packed,  it  would  be  desirable  and  is  authorized.  The  chest  need 
not  be  anything  more  than  an  ordinary  packing  box  with  strap  hinges  and  padlock. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Alden, 
Assistant  Surgeon- General,  United  States  Army. 

ADVANCE  OUTFIT  FOR  REGIMENT. 
Medicines. 

Athens  spiritus  compositus,  in  250-c.  c.  bottles  . bottle..  1 

Antipyrinum,  324-mgm.  tablets  (200 in  bottle) _ ..do....  1 

Bismuthi  subnitras,  in  500-gm.  bottles do  1 

Hydrargyri  massa,  324-mgm.  tablets  (125 in  bottle) bottles..  2 

Ipecacuanha  et  opii  pulvis,  324-mgm.  tablets  (200  in  bottle) do....  2 

Linimentum  rubefaciens,  tablets  (50  in  bottle) do  2 

Magnesii  sulphas,  in  4-kilo  tins • tin  1 

Morphinae  sulphas,  8-mgm.  tablets  (100  in  bottle). bottle..  1 

Phenacetinum,  324-mgm.  tablets  (200  in  bottle) bottles".  2 

Pilulae  camphorae  et  opii  (200  in  bottle) _ do...  2 

Pilulae  carminativae  (200  in  bottle) bottle..  1 

Pilulae  catharticae  compositae  (200  in  bottle) bottles..  4 

Quinines  sulphas,  200  mgm.  pills  (500  in  bottle) ..do..]!  8 

Sodii  bicarb,  et  menthae  pip.  tablets  (250  in  bottle)  .".""do..."  2 

S^uibbs  mixture,  in250-gm.  bottles ... .do  2 

Antiseptic  tablets. 
Hydrarg.  chlor.  corros.  (200in  bottle) bottles..      2 

Hospital  stores. 

Condensed  milk cans  „ 

Beef  extract,  in  100-gm.  tins tins  6 

Brandy,  in  Miter  bottles rZ"V"Z""^"bottles^  3 

Soap,  castile kilo  x 

Sugar,  white,  in  6-kilo.  tins "  "  tin"  j 

Tea,  in  one-half-kilo,  tins "  tins  2 

Whisky,  in  Miter  bottles ^-3^V^3^3^.A3™^^bottles^  3 
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Stationery. 

Blank  books,  cap,  4-quire -..number..  2 

Ink,  writing,  in  120-c. c. bottles .... —  — bottles. _  4 

Pads,  prescription number..  48 

Penholders - — do 6 

Pens,  steel — ...gross..  1 

Surgical  instruments,  appliances,  and  dressings. 

emergency number..  1 

field  operating  (old  pattern) -- do 1 

Case,  pocket do 1 

Splints,  wire  for pieces..  12 

Furniture,  bedding,  and  clothing. 

Basins,  wash,  hand  (agate  ware) number..  4 

Blanket  cases do 1 

Blankets,  gray - do 12 

Desk,  field do....  1 

Furniture,  field,  folding set..  1 

Mosquito  bars number..  4 

Pillows,  feather - do 2 

Pillows,  hair do 10 

Pillowcases,  cotton. do —  20 

Sheets,  cotton do 20 

Shirts,  cotton do 10 

Towels,  hand dozen..  6 

Miscellaneous. 

Bedpans,  agateware...: number..  2 

Buckets,  fiber  or  wood do 

Buckets,  agate,  three  in  a  nest nest.. 

Chest,  commode .number.. 

Chest,  food do 

Chest,  mess do  — 

Hatchets. do 

Lanterns... do 3 

Litters do 10 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  13,  1898. 
To  the  Officer  in  Charge  Medical  Supply  Depot,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Sir:  Referring  to  letter  from  this  office  of  May  12,  1898,  in  regard  to  advance 
outfits  for  volunteer  regiments,  the  Surgeon- General  desires  you  to  report  when 
you  will  have  any  of  the  outfits  ready,  complete  or  nearly  complete,  so  that  he  can 
give  orders  for  their  issue. 
They  are  needed  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  H.  Alden, 

Assistant  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Report  from  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Morris  Brown,  deputy  surgeon-general,  United 
States  Army,  in  charge  medical  supply  depot,  New  York  City,  by  information 
slip  dated  May  14,  1898. 

Advance  outfits  for  volunteer  regiments:  Six  nearly  complete,  ready  for  issue. 
Will  have  twenty-five  nearly  complete  on  Monday. 

Duplicate  of  letter  of  instructions  of  May  12,  1898,  with  list,  was  sent  to  the 
officer  in  charge  medical  supply  depot,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  same  date;  also  duplicate 
of  letter  of  May  13,  calling  for  report. 

Col.  J.  P.  Wright,  assistant  surgeon-general,  United  States  Army,  in  charge  med- 
ical supply  depot,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  reported  by  telegraph  May  21,  1898,  as  fol- 
lows: "Have  ready,  partly  completed,  five  advance  field  outfits," 
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[Extracts  from  letter  of  Lieut.  Col.  Nicholas  Senn,  United  States  Volunteers.] 
*  *       ..  *  *  *  *  * 

The  steamer  Olivette  we  found  July  7  anchored  close  to  the  shore  before  Siboney. 
This  steamer,  in  command  of  Major  Appel,  U.  S.  A.,  was  used  as  a  hospital  ship. 
This  ship  was  in  place  and  ready  to  receive  the  wounded  during  the  battle.  The 
steamer  at  the  time  mentioned  had  on  board  300  wounded,  who  received  the  best 
surgical  attention  and  nursing.  The  next  day  the  steamer  left  for  the  United 
States,  the  medical  staff  being  reenforced  by  the  addition  of  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  Brown,  of  Chicago,  from  the  Relief.  General  Sternberg  at  an  early  date 
recognized  the  importance  of  hospital  ships  during  this  war.  The  Olivette  was 
chartered  for  this  special  purpose,  was  well  equipped,  and  reached  the  seat  of  war 
in  time.  The  hospital  ship  Relief,  formerly  the  John  Englis,  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  its  commander,  Major  Torrey,  was  transformed  into  an  ideal  floating  hos- 
pital in  less  than  six  weeks,  and  reached  Siboney  July  7,  a  day  before  the  Olivette 
left  for  its  home  port.  Do  these  things  show  either  negligence  or  ignorance?  Do 
they  not,  rather,  demonstrate  foresight  and  an  earnest  endeavor  to  better  care  for 
the  sick  and  wounded  in  a  way  creditable  to  our  country  and  the  chief  of  the 
Medical  Department?    This  question  can  safely  be  left  for  the  wounded  to  answer. 

****#*# 

The  hospital  ship  Relief  brought  an  immense  amount  of  medical  supplies,  deli- 
cacies, cots,  pillows,  and  blankets.  When  we  arrived  at  Siboney  we  knew  our 
presence  was  much  needed,  and  looked  in  vain  for  some  one  to  inform  us  where 
and  how  to  land.  The  precipitous  and  rocky  nature  of  the  shore  and  the  great 
depth  of  the  ocean  made  it  unfavorable  to  secure  anchorage  for  several  days.  A 
single  lighter  attended  to  the  demands  of  numerous  transport  ships.  I  am  sure 
no  one  could  blame  the  Medical  Department  for  the  unavoidable  delay  in  unload- 
ing the  supplies.  The  little  steam  launches  did  what  could  be  done  in  bringing  to 
the  shore  what  was  most  needed.  Major  Torrey  worked  night  and  day  in  supply- 
ing the  requisitions  made  by  the  surgeons  in  the  field  and  hospitals.  There  was 
no  red-tape  here.  All  they  had  to  do  was  to  inform  him  what  was  wanted  and  it 
was  delivered  as  soon  as  it  could  be  brought  to  the  shore.  The  lack  of  proper 
transportation  facilities  from  the  landing  to  the  front  can  not  be  charged  to  the 
Medical  Department.  It  took  more  than  a  week  of  the  hardest  kind  of  work  to 
land  all  of  the  supplies,  and  considering  the  limited  facilities  available,  it  is  and 
always  must  be  regarded  as  a  source  of  satisfaction  that  it  was  made  possible  at 
all.  The  Relief  brought  1,000  cots  and  an  ample  supply  of  blankets,  which 
reached  the  hospitals  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Lieutenant  Crabbs,  of  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  showed  a  creditable  degree  of  inge- 
nuity, energy,  and  often  of  courage  in  landing  the  supplies.  The  complaint  that 
the  sick  and  wounded  lacked  medicines  and  dressing  materials  is  true  only  to  a 
certain  extent.  Some  of  the  medicines  were  exhausted,  owing  to  the  unexpected 
enormous  demand,  but  they  were  supplied  as  quickly  as  could  be  done  under  the 
existing  circumstances.  The  writer  had  the  privilege  to  operate  in  all  of  the  hos- 
pitals, and  was  always  able  to  find  the  essential  antiseptics  and  dressing  materials 
required  in  military  practice,  and  this  was  at  a  time  when  the  supplies  were  at 
the  lowest.  There  was  no  lack  at  any  time  of  stimulants  and  anaesthetics.  There 
is  no  use  in  denying  the  fact  that  immediately  after  the  battle  the  tentage  and 
blanket  supplies  were  inadequate,  but  these  defects  were  corrected  promptly.  War 
always  has  had  its  hardships  and  discomforts;  it  can  not  be  prosecuted  in  parlor 
cars  and  clubhouses.  Our  soldiers  expected  deprivations  and  unavoidable  discom- 
forts, but  on  the  whole  they  were  subjected  to  less  actual  suffering  than  they  had 
reason  to  look  for.     To  the  credit  of  the  medical  officers  it  must  be  said  they  shared 

1  Colonel  Senn's  letter  appears  also  m  Medical  Record  of  August  6, 1898. 
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the  inevitable  hardships  with  the  soldiers.  They  lived  on  the  same  food,  drank 
the  same  water,  and  made  the  moist  ground  their  beds.  The  writer  will  always 
cherish  the  memory  of  the  hardships  incident  to  a  campaign  in  a  foreign  country, 
a  tropical  climate,  and  among  a  strange  people.  The  Cuban  campaign  was  planned 
and  executed  so  quickly  that  some  omissions  and  defects  had  to  be  expected.  It 
is  a  source  of  gratification  to  know  that  the  complaints  made  against  the  Medical 
Department  have  come  from  newspaper  correspondents  and  camp  followers  more 
than  from  the  soldiers  themselves.  Among  the  thousands  of  sick  and  wounded 
with  whom  I  have  been  brought  in  contact  during  the  Cuban  campaign  I  have 
seldom  heard  a  complaint;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  heard  nothing  but  words  of 
praise  for  the  hard-working,  self-sacrificing  medical  officers  and  the  department 
they  represent  in  the  field. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-Q-eneral's  Office, 

Washington,  August  23,  1898. 
Surgeon-General  M.  O.  Terry, 

New  York  State,  Utica,  N.  Y. 
Sir:  I  was  informed  yesterday  by  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  that  Dr. 
Briggs,  Sixty- fifth  New  York  Infantry,  has  stated  to  you  that  he  was  unable  to 
have  water  analyzed  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Surgeon-General's  Office  on  account 
of  the  amount  of  red-tape  involved  in  the  process. 

That  you  may  understand  just  how  much  red-tape  there  is,  I  inclose  a  copy  of 
the  order  relating  to  analysis.  All  that  any  officer  has  to  do  is  to  send  the  water 
by  express  to  the  Army  Medical  Museum  with  a  note  to  this  office.  The  note  to  this 
office  may  be  considered  by  Dr.  Briggs  to  be  red-tape,  but  I  found  it  to  be  neces- 
sary in  order  to  identify  the  waters.  Suppose  three  waters,  as  was  the  actual  case, 
are  shipped  from  Camp  Chickamauga  on  the  same  day,  with  nothing  in  any  of  the 
boxes  to  indicate  by  whom  they  were  sent,  and  three  days  afterwards  Surgeon 
Brown  or  Surgeon  Jones  telegraphs  for  information  concerning  the  quality  of  the 
water  expressed  by  him  on  the  14th  instant? 

The  remainder  of  the  circular  gives  instructions  as  to  how  much  to  send,  etc., 
in  order  to  insure  satisfactory  results. 

Very  respectfully,  Ch.  Smart, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


[Circular.] 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  10,  1898. 
If,  in  the  establishment  of  camps  of  organization  and  instruction  or  other  com- 
paratively permanent  camps,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  have  a  sanitary  analysis 
made  of  the  water  supply  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Surgeon- General's  Office,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  chief  surgeons  will  forward  samples  by  express  to  Deputy  Surgeon- 
General  Smart,  Army  Medical  Museum,  Washington,  D.  C,  and  will  send  a 
communication  to  the  Surgeon -General  giving  an  account  of  the  source  and  sani- 
tary surroundings  of  the  water.  Not  less  than  half  a  gallon  should  be  sent  as  a 
sample.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  containing  vessel  is  perfectly  clean.  Any 
vessel  which  requires  chemicals  to  clean  it  should  not  be  used.  It  should  be 
cleaned  by  filling  several  times  and  washing  with  water  from  the  source  which 
is  to  be  sampled.  Wickered  glass  demijohns,  otherwise  unprotected,  or  clear-glass 
bottles  boxed  with  packing  should  be  used  in  preference  to  stoneware  jugs  or 
other  vessels  of  opaque  material.    Care  should  be  taken  also  that  the  corks  used 
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be  new  and  clean.     A  cork  tainted  with  any  oxidizable  substance,  particularly 
alcoholic  or  saccharine  liquids,  destroys  the  value  of  the  sample  for  the  purposes 
of  analysis. 
By  order  of  the  Surgeon- General. 

Ch.  Smart, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 
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[Extracts  from  letter  of  Asst.  Surg.  Louis  P.  Smith,  U.  S.  A.] 

*****  *  * 

While  a  great  quantity  of  medical  supplies  were  carried  along  on  the  Olivette 
and  on  the  troopships,  our  ambulances  and  transport  wagons,  of  which  a  sufficient 
number  had  been  provided  by  Colonel  Pope,  U.  S.  A.,  the  chief  surgeon,  were 
denied  ship  room. 

During  the  long  trip  from  Tampa  to  Daiquiri  the  Olivette,  commanded  by  Maj. 
A.  H.  Appel,  with  its  80  first-cabin  staterooms,  accompanied  the  fleet,  and,  when- 
ever the  sea  permitted,  receivedall  sickfrom  the  crowded  transports.  Plenty  of  fresh 
air,  ice,  and  suitable  food  brought  about  a  speedy  recovery  in  many  men,  who  were 
consequently  able  to  rejoin  their  companies  on  reaching  land.  At  Daiquiri,  as  rap- 
idly as  men  could  be  landed,  they  were  pushed  to  the  front,  with  only  travel  rations, 
a  change  of  underclothes,  and  ammunition,  leaving  behind,  in  most  cases,  the  med- 
ical stores  of  the  regimental  surgeons,  either  on  the  transports  or  along  the  shore 
where  the  small  boats  had  dumped  them.  Dependent  on  other  departments,  its 
own  means  of  transportation  being  perforce  left  far  behind,  the  difficulties  con- 
fronting the  Medical  Department  of  carrying  tentage,  cots,  and  supplies  along 
with  the  rapidly  advancing  army,  and  keeping  everything  in  shape  for  the  quick 
relief  of  the  hundreds  of  wounded  and  sick  men  liable  to  be  thrown  on  their  hands 
at  any  hour,  were  truly  immense,  and  reflection  has  not  lessened  my  admiration  for 
the  executive  work  of  men  like  Major  La  Garde,  Major  Wood,  and  Major  Rafferty, 
who  were  burdened  not  only  with  their  strictly  professional  duties,  but  with 
details  of  quartermaster  and  commissary  work.  However,  a  field  hospital  was  on 
hand  at  the  battle  of  Las  Guasimas,  and  the  Olivette,  steaming  to  Siboney,  received 
on  board  the  80  wounded,  of  whom  not  one,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  has  since 
died  from  his  injury. 

Personally  present  during  part  of  the  battle  of  San  Juan,  I  was  amazed  and 
gratified  not  only  at  the  intrepidity  and  dexterity  of  the  regimental  surgeons  and 
their  hospital  corps  men  while  under  fire  in  dressing  the  wounded,  but  in  witness- 
ing how  quickly  the  wounds  of  hundreds  who  were  placed  hors  de  combat  in  a 
few  hours  were  quickly  protected  by  their  comrades  with  sterilized  first-aid  dress- 
ings. The  worst  cases  were  treated  at  Major  Wood's  hospital,  which  was  as  near 
the  front  as  the  firing  allowed.  The  others  returned  by  ambulances  or  wagons  to 
Siboney,  where  the  second  and  third  divisional  field  hospitals  joined  their  forces. 
Here  tentage  for  nearly  a  thousand  patients  had  been  erected.  Of  the  necessary 
antiseptics,  dressings,  and  instruments  there  was  a  sufficient  supply,  though  much 
still  remained  aboard  several  transports  impossible  of  access,  and  the  hospital  ship 
Belief,  under  Major  Torney,  U.  S.  A.,  arriving  soon  after  the  San  Juan  battle, 
brought  a  great  quantity  more.  Only  a  few  men  in  all  reached  the  Siboney  hos- 
pital without  having  previously  received  a  first-aid  dressing,  and  careful  disinfec- 
tion of  wounds,  dressings,  or  operations  were  proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as  was 
consistent  with  the  patients'  safety.  I  can  speak  with  great  pleasure  of  the  uni- 
form carefulness  and  attention  to  surgical  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  my  colleagues, 
even  when  ready  to  drop  from  exhaustion  incident  to  days  and  nights  of  almost 
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continuous  work.     But  one  amputation  from  bullet  wound  and  the  very  few  cases 
of  infected  wounds  speak  volumes  for  their  care  and  skill. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Suffering  there  was,  of  course.  As  Dr.  Senn  says, ' '  war  always  has  its  hardships; 
it  can  not  be  prosecuted  in  parlor  cars  or  clubhouses;"  and,  in  spite  of  all  defects 
and  omissions  incident  to  our  first  hurriedly  prepared  invasion  of  a  foreign  land, 
history,  I  think,  will  show  that  after  no  previous  battle  were  the  wounded  tended 
so  quickly,  and  with  such  good  results  and  so  little  suffering. 
Respectfully, 

Louis  P.  Smith, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 
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THE   CARE  OF  THE   WOUNDED  AT  SANTIAGO. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  Record. 

Sir:  Returning  from  Cuba  a  few  days  ago  on  board  the  Seguranca  in  charge  of 
sick  soldiers,  one  of  the  first  things  to  meet  my  eyes  was  a  reproduction  in  the 
daily  papers  of  an  editorial  from  your  columns  attacking  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army.  On  this  point  I  wish  to  say  only  a  few  words  at  present,  and  I  hope 
to  give  more  in  detail  later.  I  was  at  Siboney  from  the  27th  of  June  until  the  25th 
of  July,  and  I  think  myself  quite  competent  to  speak  concerning  the  treatment  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  at  that  place,  where  the  general  hospital  was  located.  Con- 
cerning the  surgical  skill  of  the  operators  at  Siboney  there  can  be  no  question.  In 
the  hands  of  such  men  as  La  Garde,  Nancrede,  Parker,  Fauntleroy,  Ireland,  and 
medical  officers  from  our  fleet,  the  wounded  soldier  had  the  best  scientific  treat- 
ment. As  to  general  care  of  the  wounded,  I  may  say  that,  while  this  is  my  first 
experience  in  taking  care  of  those  wounded  in  battle,  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
ever  was  before  an  engagement  as  bloody  and  as  prolonged  as  that  of  Santiago  in 
which  the  wounded  were  so  well  cared  for..  Every  soldier  carried  in  his  knapsack 
a  first-aid  package,  and  all  had  been  trained  more  or  less  thoroughly  in  their 
application.  Personally  I  distributed  about  1,200  of  these,  and  quite  a  number  of 
these  same  bandages  came  back  to  me  on  wounded  soldiers.  I  can  from  personal 
knowledge  testify  to  the  fact  that  many  lives  were  saved  by  their  use.  So  far  as 
I  know,  this  first-aid  package  has  not  been  so  extensively  used  in  any  other  war. 
For  many  wounds  these  dressings,  applied  by  comrades  on  the  fighting  line,  were 
all  that  was  needed  until  the  injured  man  reached  the  hospital. 

The  transportation  from  the  front  to  the  hospital  at  Siboney  was  not  what  we 
wished.  There  were  only  a  few  ambulances,  and  most  of  the  wounded  were 
brought  to  the  hospital  in  army  wagons.  Many  men  suffered  severely  during  this 
ride.  The  intense  heat,  the  cramped  position  of  many  in  the  crowded  wagon,  and 
the  jolting  of  the  heavy  vehicle  over  the  rough  road,  all  combined  to  give  discom- 
fort. Why  were  there  not  more  ambulances?  They  were  left  at  Tampa  or  were 
not  unloaded  on  the  Cuban  coast.  The  Medical  Department  was  not,  however, 
responsible  for  this.  To  provide  transportation  is  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  but  I  do  not  know  that  anyone  can  be  censured  very  greatly  for  the 
failure  to  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  ambulances.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
transports  were  crowded,  and  the  landing  of  animals  and  vehicles  both  at  Daiquiri 
and  at  Siboney  was  a  difficult  and  dangerous  task.  I  was  on  a  transport  which 
approached  the  coast  as  nearly  as  the  captain  dared.  When  the  anchor  was 
dropped  from  the  prow  the  line  went  down  40  fathoms,  while  the  depth  at  the 
stern  was  only  7  fathoms,  and  not  50  yards  away  were  the  sharp  rocks  of  a  pre- 
cipitous coast.    It  can  be  readily  imagined  that  with  high  waves  dashing  against 
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the  ship  such  a  position  might  quickly  become  perilous.  Horses  and  mules  had  to 
be  pushed  into  the  water,  and,  while  most  of  them  swam  ashore,  some  were  drowned. 
Even  the  landing  of  men  was  not  easy.  We  had  to  drop  as  best  we  could  into 
rowboats,  which  at  the  time  were  being  tossed  up  and  down  by  the  waves,  and 
when  the  boats  neared  the  shore  they  often  became  unmanageable  and  were  filled 
with  water.  Like  many  others,  I  waded  ashore.  There  are  many,  especially  among 
those  who  stayed  at  home,  who  are  ready  to  tell  us  of  the  great  mistakes  made  in 
this  campaign.  They  say  that  Shafter  should  have  taken  more  time.  He  should 
have  encamped  on  the  shore  and  built  good  docks,  so  that  everything  on  board  the 
transports  could  have  been  landed.  He  should  have  built  good  roads  all  the  way 
from  the  landing  place  to  Santiago.  He  should  have  brought  up  heavy  artillery. 
Soldiers  should  not  have  been  allowed  to  charge  fortifications  and  batteries 
without  artillery  support.  These  are  some  of  the  many  things  that  we  are  told 
should  have  been  done.  I  have  no  claim  to  military  knowledge,  and  General 
Shafter  did  not  consult  me;  but  as  a  medical  man  I  wish  to  say  that  in  my  opinion 
had  half  of  these  things  been  attempted  the  Spanish  flag  would  be  to-day  floating 
over  Santiago,  and  the  American  Army  would  have  been  fortunate  had  one-half 
of  it  escaped  both  sickness  and  Spanish  bullets.  Enervated  by  heat  and  disease, 
the  Army  could  not  have  made  two  weeks  later  the  glorious  charge  it  did  make  on 
San  Juan.  Dock  building  on  Cuba's  coast  and  road  making  in  its  mountain  passes 
at  this  time  of  the  year  would,  in  my  opinion,  have  caused  more  deaths  than  were 
due  to  the  great  fight  at  El  Caney.  This  is  not  altogether  a  matter  of  medical 
opinion.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  regiment  left  at  Siboney,  and  between  that  place 
and  Aguadores,  furnished  the  first  case  of  yellow  fever  and  suffered  most  severely 
from  that  disease.  It  is  well  known  to  students  of  epidemiology  that  yellow  fever 
is  most  frequent  and  most  virulent  immediately  along  the  shore.  The  fighting 
was  practically  over  by  the  evening  of  July  3.  On  the  5th  I  saw  the  first  case  of 
yellow  fever.  Before  that  day  had  passed  we  had  three  or  four  more  cases,  the 
next  day  about  thirty,  and  the  next  day  more  than  fifty;  and  all  of  these  were 
among  those  working  on  the  coast. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  wagons  loaded  with  the  wounded  at  the  hospital  at  Siboney 
the  men  were  placed  as  best  we  could.  At  the  request  of  Dr.  La  Garde,  I  superin- 
tended the  placing  of  several  trains  of  the  wounded.  It  is  true  that  there  was  not 
always  a  cot  ready  for  the  reception  of  each  man,  and  those  least  seriously  wounded 
had  to  lie  on  the  ground  for  some  hours;  but  we  had  blankets  and  made  them  as 
comfortable  as  possible.  No  one  was  neglected.  Everyone  who  could  do  so  lent 
a  helping  hand.  At  least  one  newspaper  reporter  gave  his  time  for  days  to  feed- 
ing these  men.  I  think  that  he  furnished  the  food  from  his  stores  and  prepared  it 
himself.  That  it  was  good  I  can  testify,  because  he  brought  me  a  cup  of  his  broth 
late  at  night  on  more  than  one  occasion.  That  no  one  was  neglected  I  know, 
because  on  Dr.  La  Garde's  order  I  went  with  an  orderly  carrying  a  hypodermic 
syringe  and  tablets  of  morphine  and  strychnine  late  every  night  through  all  the 
tents,  and  ordered  special  attendants  for  those  in  need.  Drs.  Fauntleroy,  Ireland, 
and  others  went  through  the  tents  more  frequently,  and  were  untiring  in  their 
labors. 

As  to  the  lack  of  dressings  and  other  supplies,  I  wish  to  say  that,  so  far  as  I 
know,  the  charge  on  this  score  is  as  unfounded  as  is  the  general  statement  that 
the  wounded  were  neglected.  I  never  failed  to  find  suitable  and  sufficient  mate- 
rial for  dressing  wounds.  We  exhausted  certain  things.  We  ran  out  of  iodoform 
gauze,  but  there  was  plenty  of  bichloride  gauze.  The  Red  Cross  sent  up  a  big  box 
of  dressing,  for  which  Dr.  La  Garde  gave  thanks  in  his  big-hearted  way  so  warmly 
that  one  of  the  officers  of  this  society  now  tries  to  make  it  appear  that  without 
this  aid  the  wounded  soldier  at  Siboney  could  not  have  had  his  broken  limb  bound 
up.  The  absurdity  of  this  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  medical  officers  from  the 
7833 3 
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New  York,  Iowa,  and  other  ships  of  our  fleet  came  over  daily  and  worked  at  the 

operating  tables.     Will  anyone  claim  that  there  were  no  surgical  dressings  on 

these  ships? 

Victor  C.  Vaughn,  M.  D. 


[Telegram.] 

Burlington,  Vt.,  August  29. 
Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Vermont  regiment  coming  home  from  Chickamauga   did  not  have  enough 
attendants  on  sick  train.     There  was  1  assistant  surgeon  and  13  men,  of  whom  4 
were  nurses,  to  care  for  210  sick  men.     There  was  much  suffering  account  thereof. 
I  wire  you  in  order  that  you  may  prevent  like  occurrence  in  future  shipments. 

T.  S.  Peck,  Adjutant- General. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  81,  1898. 
T.  S.  Peck, 

Adjutant-General,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  of  August  29  was  received.  I  regret  very  much  that 
the  sick  of  your  regiment  were  not  properly  cared  for,  but  this  was  a  matter 
quite  outside  of  my  knowledge  or  jurisdiction.  I  was  not  informed  that  the  regi- 
ment was  going  home  from  Chickamauga  or  that  it  had  sick  with  it.  The  com- 
manding officer  and  medical  officers  of  the  regiment  are  responsible  if  they 
started  with  sick  men  not  fit  to  travel  and  without  a  sufficient  number  of  nurses 
to  take  care  of  them. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


Massachusetts  Reformatory, 
Concord  Junction,  Mass.,  September  3,  1898. 
Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon- General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  So  much  of  criticism  on  matters  and  things  connected  with  the 
conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  its  various  branches  is  being  made,  and  so 
much  of  it  being  ill-considered  criticism,  I  feel  impelled  to  write  you  in  regard  to 
matters  which  have  come  under  my  immediate  notice. 

I  have  two  sons  in  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  The  older  son  suc- 
cumbed to  typhoid  while  his  regiment  was  en  route  to  Porto  Rico  on  the  Yale. 
He  was  placed  on  the  Lampasas  and  brought  to  the  United  States  and  placed  in 
the  general  hospital  at  Fortress  Monrce.  While  tha  food  and  general  conditions 
on  the  Yale  left  much  to  be  desired,  he  speaks  of  his  treatment  on  the  Lampasas 
as  being  all  that  could  be  expected,  and  believes  that  not  only  his  life  but  many 
others  of  the  sick  were  saved  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Surgeons  Cline  and 
Miller  and  the  faithful  and  gentle  ministrations  of  the  Red  Cross  nurses. 

In  company  with  the  Hon.  Sherman  Hoar,  agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Aid  Association,  I  met  the  Lampasas  on  her  arrival  at  Fortress  Monroe.  It 
was  my  intention  to  secure  a  permit  to  remove  my  son  to  a  private  house,  procure 
a  trained  nurse,  and  give  him  special  attention.  It  was  also  my  intention,  if  I 
found  things  as  rumor  had  made  them,  to  have  notified  the  friends  of  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Sixth  Regiment  with  whom  I  had  acquaintance  to  do  likewise.     We 


MEDICAL    DEPARTMENT.  35 

arrived  at  Fortress  Monroe  before  the  Lampasas  was  sighted,  and  it  became  my 
privilege  to  visit  the  general  hospital  and  to  carefully  examine  it. 

The  result  of  thi*  visit  was  that  I  abandoned  my  intention  to  secure  the  removal 
of  my  son,  being  convinced  that  the  care  and  treatment  he  would  there  receive 
would  be  equal  to  any  that  could  be  given.  His  recovery  was  rapid  and  complete, 
and  the  expressions  used  by  him  and  many  others  of  the  Massachusetts  boys  whom 
I  saw  there  were  wholly  of  gratitude  and  satisfaction  with  their  treatment  and 
fare. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Major  De  Witt,  surgeon  in  charge,  and  his  executive, 
Dr.  Cottrell,  I  was  permitted  to  visit  the  hospital  at  any  hour  and  as  often  as  I 
found  it  desirable,  and  saw  the  hospital  work  in  all  its  phases.  I  never  saw  an 
instance  of  lack  of  kindness,  consideration,  or  faithful  attention,  and  should  it  be 
the  fortune  of  war  thatmy  other  son  should  need  the  ministrations  of  a  hospital, 
I  should  be  entirely  satisfied  should  he  be  brought  to  one  like  the  general  hospital 
at  Fortress  Monroe. 

While  there  I  saw  an  incident  which  suggests  itself  to  me  as  typical  of  the  causes 
that  may  have  given  rise  to  rumors  of  starvation  and  ill  feeding  in  hospitals.  In 
the  same  ward  with  my  son  there  was  a  young  soldier  who  had  been  so  sick  with 
typhoid  fever  that  on  more  than  one  occasion  he  was  supposed  to  be  dead.  Before 
I  left  his  convalescence  began.  A  lady  visitor  at  the  hospital,  at  his  request,  wrote 
a  letter  to  his  relatives,  and  he  made  use  of  the  expression  that  he  was  "nearly 
starved,  and  if  he  could  get  something  to  eat  he  would  be  all  right. "  It  was  perfectly 
plain  to  the  nurse  and  to  myself  and  to  the  patients  in  the  ward  that  had  he  had 
the  "good  meal"  that  he  wished  for  it  would  have  ended  his  career  immediately. 
Much  to  my  surprise,  the  lady  wrote  what  he  dictated,  and  that  letter  may  have 
been  quoted,  for  all  I  know,  as  evidence  of  ill  treatment  at  that  hospital. 

About  other  hospitals  I  of  course  have  no  knowledge,  but  finding  so  much  good 
in  this  one,  I  find  it  difficult  to  believe  that  the  others  are  wholly  bad.     I  will  not 
trespass  further  on  your  valuable  time,  but  subscribe  myself, 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Charles  S.  Hart. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  1, 1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Chairman,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Should  your  Commission  conclude  to  draw  deductions  by  com- 
parison of  the  health  conditions  of  the  various  military  organizations  in  the 
several  portions  of  the  United  States,  I  suggest  that  you  give  attention  to  the  Fif- 
teenth Minnesota  Volunteers,  which,  I  understand,  has  not  (unless  very  recently) 
been  ordered  out  of  Minnesota.  A  member  of  this  regiment  recently  made  state- 
ments to  me  as  to  the  percentage  of  sickness  which  prevailed,  and  I  believe  it 
was  higher  than  the  percentage  of  sickness  in  many  of  the  regiments  ordered  to 
Southern  camps. 

Respectfully,  James  H.  Kyle. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  5, 1898. 
To  the  President  Commission  on  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  communication  of  4th  instant  from  the  recorder  of  the  Commis- 
sion requesting  information  as  to  the  stations  and  health  record  of  the  Fifteenth 
Minnesota  Volunteers,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  regiment  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  July  10-18,  1898.  The  monthly  report  of  sick  and 
wounded  for  July,  dated  at  Camp  Ramsey,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  July  31,  shows  a 
strength  of  4G  officers  and  1,279  men,  of  whom  131  were  taken  on  sick  report  and 
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118  returned  to  duty  during  the  month,  leaving  4  under  treatment  in  hospital 
and  9  in  quarters.     The  cases  were  mainly  of  a  diarrheal  character. 

The  August  report  from  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  shows  a  strength  of  46  officers 
and  1,277  men,  with  13  remaining  sick  from  the  previous  month,  572  taken  sick, 
a  total  of  585  under  treatment  during  the  month,  of  whom  276  were  returned  to 
duty,  4  died,  1  deserted,  and  304  remained  sick  August  31. 

The  command  appears  to  have  moved  from  Camp  Ramsey  to  Fort  Snelling 
August  24,  but  early  in  August  typhoid  fever  was  recognized  as  affecting  the 
men,  and  this  disease  became  very  prevalent,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  R.  Tilton,  chief  surgeon,  Department  of  Dakota. 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  Colonel  Tilton's  report  be  returned  to  the  files 
of  this  office  after  it  has  served  the  uses  of  the  Commission. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  6,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Dakota,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  115, 
of  September  2, 1898, 1  visited  Camp  Snelling  on  the  3d  instant,  calling  on  Colonel 
Leonhaeuser,  and  made  an  inspection  of  the  camp  in  company  with  Surgeon 
Dennis,  of  the  Fifteenth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 

I  examined  the  hospital,  where  I  saw  18  men  in  three  hospital  tents  who  were 
under  observation.  These  men  were  on  comfortable  cots.  When  a  sufficient  time 
has  elapsed  and  cases  proved  to  be  typhoid  fever,  they  are  sent  to  other  hos- 
pitals, where  there  are  facilities  for  the  proper  care  of  serious  cases.  Many  of  the 
cases,  after  twelve  or  twenty- four  hours,  proved  to  be  simple  gastric  or  intestinal 
disturbances,  and  end  in  convalesence  in  a  few  days. 

No  arrangements  for  messing  are  connected  with  the  regimental  hospital,  other 
than  a  liberal  supply  of  milk  for  those  under  observation.  The  detachment  on 
duty  mess  with  the  companies.  The  hospital  was  provided  with  the  necessary 
medical  supplies.  Care  was  exercised  in  disinfecting  the  discharges,  blankets, 
and  clothing  of  those  under  observation.  The  sink  is  100  paces  from  the  hospital. 
I  visited  all  the  company  sinks.  Each  company  has  a  sink  for  the  fluid  waste 
from  the  kitchen  in  addition  to  the  regular  sink.  The  solid  waste  is  removed  by 
a  scavenger,  while  the  fluid  waste  is  treated  by  lime.  Unslaked  lime  is  thrown 
into  the  sinks,  as  well  as  earth. 

The  site  of  the  camp  is  a  grass-covered  plain  of  alluvial  soil,  having  loam  over 
gravel  and  sand.  In  three  sinks  I  noticed  clay,  which  interferes  with  absorption 
and  necessitates  a  more  frequent  renewal  than  would  be  needed  in  a  pit  of  sand 
and  gravel  when  the  sinks  are  replaced.  The  new  sinks  are  dug  farther  away 
from  end  of  company  street.  The  sinks  were  80  paces  in  rear  of  the  company 
kitchen,  which  were  20  paces  distant  from  the  end  of  the  company  street. 

Each  company  is  provided  with  2  barrels  for  drinking  water  and. 2  barrels  for 
the  kitchen.  These  are  alternated  and  cleaned  every  alternate  day.  The  water 
is  from  the  Fort  Snelling  waterworks,  from  a  spring  of  excellent  water. 

I  inspected  each  company  mess,  and  I  noticed  that  where  beans  were  cooked 
ready  for  serving  that  they  were  properly  prepared.  One  of  the  difficult  things  in 
a  new  organization  like  the  Fifteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers  is  to  secure  good  cooks. 
The  Soyers  are  few  and  far  between, 
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I  noted  that  there  were  no  horses  or  mules  near  camp,  and  flies  were  not  very 
numerous. 

The  dimensions  of  the  camp  itself  were  given  me  by  the  adjutant  as  measuring 
460  feet  by  920,  but  this  evidently  does  not  include  the  sinks. 

The  camp  proper  contains  less  than  10  acres.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  dis- 
ease originated  at  Camp  Ramsey,  and  in  view  of  the  many  cases  developed  to  date 
I  think  more  surface  should  be  given  to  the  site.  Instead  of  10  acres,  at  least  20 
acres  should  be  occupied.  This  would  give  more  room  between  the  company  tents 
and  wider  streets. 

I  visited  the  barracks  occupied  by  a  detachment  of  the  Third  Infantry,  the  din- 
ing room,  kitchen,  company  sink,  and  the  post  hospital,  where  I  found  24  typhoid 
fever  cases  in  the  two  wards,  an  officer  in  a  separate  room  also  with  typhoid  fever, 
and  16  cases  in  four  hospital  tents.     These  are  all  from  the  Fifteenth  Volunteers. 

I  examined  the  method  of  disinfecting  the  discharges  and  saw  that  proper  care 
was  taken  in  the  management  and  nursing  the  cases,  the  facilities  for  bathing,  etc. 
In  view  of  the  anticipated  demand  for  more  room,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  pro- 
vide more  hospital  tents,  and  these  have  been  asked  for,  and,  I  understand,  have 
been  shipped. 

The  provisions  of  General  Orders,  No.  116,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  of  August 
10,  1898,  are  understood  by  the  post  surgeon  at  Snelling;  also  by  the  surgeon  of 
the  Fifteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers. 

Since  my  inspection  additional  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  sent  to  the  post 
hospital.  On  the  5th  instant  I  was  informed  that  the  number  of  cases  amounted 
to  60. 

The  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Minnesota  Volunteers  was  organized  and  mustered 
in  from  July  10  to  July  18,  1898. 

During  July  there  were  131  cases  on  sick  report,  chiefly  bowel  affections. 

In  August  the  cases  numbered  602.  About  260  of  these  proved  to  be  cases  of 
typhoid  fever.  They  were  distributed  to  nine  different  hospitals  in  the  cities  of 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul. 

The  regiment  marched  from  Camp  Ramsey  to  Camp  Snelling  August  23,  1898. 

The  papers  announce  that  the  Fifteenth  Minnesota  Volunteers  are  soon  to  be 
transferred  to  Camp  Meade,  Pa.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  transfer  should  not 
take  place  until  fourteen  days  after  the  last  case  of  typhoid  occurs  at  the  present 
camp,  otherwise  the  disease  will  be  transferred  to  the  new  camp  and  be  a  source 
of  danger  to  other  commands. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  R.  Tilton, 

Ldeutenant-Colonel  and  Deputy  Surgeon-General, 

United  States  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

S.  C.  Mills, 

Major,  Inspector- General,  Recorder. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  2,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  Board  to  Investigate  the  War  Department. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  committee  of  investi- 
gation the  inclosed  statement  relating  to  responsibility  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army.  1  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Commission  as  a  whole,  or  a  sub- 
committee, visit  the  office  of  the  Surgeon- General  at  an  early  day  for  the  purpose 
of  investigating  the  organization  and  methods  of  work  which  have  been  employed 
in  my  office  during  the  war  with  Spain. 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  questions  relating  to  the  Medical  Department  and 
shall  do  my  best  to  answer  these  questions  in  full  at  as  early  a  date  as  is  practi- 
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cable;  but  considerable  time  will  be  required,  owing  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
important  official  business  pertaining  to  the  regular  administrative  work  of  the 
office.  To  neglect  this  would  give  just  cause  for  criticism,  and  I  am  sure  the 
Commission  will  agree  with  me  that  my  first  duty  is  to  provide  for  the  proper  care 
of  the  sick  of  our  armies  in  the  field  and  in  garrison,  so  far  as  this  lies  in  my 
power.  This  has  been  my  earnest  endeavor  from  the  outset  of  our  short  and  glo- 
rious war  with  Spain. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

RESPONSIBILITY  IN  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OP  THE  ARMY. 

Numerous  letters  from  private  individuals  and  editorial  articles  have  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  the  country  since  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Spain, 
which  indicate  that  there  is  a  widespread  misapprehension  with  reference  to  the 
responsibility  of  the  Surgeon- General  of  the  Army.  It  would  require  superhuman 
power  to  meet  the  expectation  of  many  of  those  who  have  criticized  the  Surgeon- 
General  for  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Army.  His  responsibility  is  great,  and  to  properly  perform  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  him  he  must  devote  his  entire  time  and  energies  to  the  administration  of 
affairs  pertaining  to  his  office.  But  it  is  quite  impossible  for  him  personally  to 
administer  or  even  to  supervise  the  medical  administration  of  armies  in  the  field. 
For  this  purpose  there  is  a  chief  surgeon  for  each  military  department,  a  chief 
surgeon  for  each  army  corps,  for  each  division,  and  for  each  brigade.  These  chief 
surgeons  are  directly  responsible  to  the  commanding  generals  of  the  troops  with 
which  they  are  serving.  The  Surgeon- General  has  no  direct  authority  over  them. 
It  is  the  duty  of  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  brigades,  divisions,  and  corps 
to  correct  any  abuses  existing  in  their  several  commands,  and  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  higher  authority  any  neglect  of  duty  or  improper  conduct  on  the  part 
of  medical  officers  under  their  orders.  The  Regulations  of  the  Army  and  orders 
from  the  War  Department  give  directions  with  reference  to  camp  sanitation,  the 
care  of  the  sick,  etc.,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  commanding  officers  with  troops  to  see 
that  these  regulations  and  orders  are  obeyed.  To  hold  the  Surgeon-General  of  the 
Army  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  five  hundred  or  more  regimental  surgeons 
appointed  by  governors  of  States,  most  of  them  without  any  previous  military 
experience,  is  absurd.  The  same  is  true  as  regards  the  600  contract  doctors  who 
have  been  employed.  The  urgent  need  for  medical  assistance  made  it  impossible 
to  have  boards  for  the  examination  of  these  doctors,  and  it  was  necessary  to  judge 
of  their  fitness  upon  such  indorsements  as  they  were  able  to  present.  If  some  of 
them  have  proved  to  be  incompetent  or  negligent  or  intemperate,  this  was  to  have 
been  expected  among  so  large  a  number  selected  in  this  way.  But  even  if  the  corps, 
brigade,  and  division  surgeons,  the  regimental  surgeons,  and  the  contract  doctors 
were  well  qualified  in  every  other  respect,  a  large  majority  of  them  were  without 
previous  experience  with  reference  to  the  care  of  troops  in  camp;  they  were  unfa- 
miliar with  the  methods  of  obtaining  supplies,  and  they  could  only  become  efficient 
medical  officers  after  having  gained  experience  and  familiarized  themselves  with 
army  methods. 

In  short,  the  Surgeon- General  of  the  Army  is  not  personally  responsible  for  the 
neglect  or  incompetence  of  medical  officers,  whether  regular  or  volunteer.  What, 
then,  are  his  responsibilities?  As  Chief  of  the  Medical  Department,  he  recom- 
mends the  assignment  of  medical  officers  to  duty  as  chief  surgeons  of  army  corps 
and  of  military  departments,  and  these  chief  surgeons  are  responsible  for  the 
proper  administration  of  medical  affairs  in  the  commands  to  which  they  are 
attached.  The  surgeons  of  divisions  and  brigades,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  Surgeon-General,  are  ordered  to  report  to  commanding  generals  of  army  corps 
for  assignment  to  duty,  and  after  being  so  assigned  they  are  responsible  for  the 
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administration  of  medical  matters  in  the  particular  division  or  brigade  to  which 
they  have  been  assigned. 

The  Surgeon-General  himself  has  direct  charge  of  all  general  hospitals,  of  the 
medical- supply  depots,  of  hospital  ships,  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  of  the 
enlistment  and  distribution  of  members  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  of  disbursements 
for  artificial  limbs,  of  the  payment  of  all  bills  against  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Army,  etc.  In  addition  to  this,  numerous  papers  are  referred  to  him  by  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  for  an  opinion,  and  he  has  an  enormous  corre- 
spondence on  various  subjects  from  persons  both  in  and  out  of  the  Army.  As  an 
indication  of  the  extent  of  the  official  business  which  passes  through  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon-General,  it  may  be  stated  that  a  clerical  force  of  86  experienced 
clerks  has  been  found  insufficient,  and  it  has  become  necessary  to  apply  for  addi- 
tional clerical  assistance. 

The  Surgeon- General  is  responsible  for  the  purchase  and  issue  of  medical  sup- 
plies for  the  Army;  but  it  is  the  duty  of  medical  officers  on  duty  with  troops  to 
make  timely  requisition  for  supplies,  as  it  is  quite  impossible  for  the  Surgeon- 
General  to  foresee  what  the  requirements  may  be  for  troops  located  at  the  various 
posts  and  camps  in  our  own  country  and  in  the  islands  now  in  our  possession.  So 
far  as  possible,  the  Surgeon- General  has  endeavored  to  anticipate  the  wants  of  the 
Army  in  the  field,  and  at  each  of  the  larger  camps  a  branch  supply  depot  has 
been  established.  The  war  has  been  largely  conducted  by  telegraph,  and  tele- 
graphic requisitions  for  supplies  are  constantly  being  received.  These  are  at  once 
transmitted  to  the  proper  supply  depot  with  orders  for  issue,  but  there  is  often 
unavoidable  delay  at  the  supply  depot  in  getting  the  supplies  packed  and  shipped, 
and  unexpected  delays  frequently  occur  in  securing  transportation  of  these  sup- 
plies to  the  point  where  they  are  needed.  These  are  matters  for  which  the 
Surgeon-General  is  in  no  way  responsible. 

Again,  there  has  been  much  criticism  with  reference  to  the  sending  of  soldiers 
unfit  to  travel  on  so-called  hospital  trains.  The  Surgeon- General  has  at  his  dis- 
posal but  one  hospital  train,  and  this  is  a  train  of  tourist  sleepers,  thoroughly 
equipped  for  transporting  sick  men.  The  trains  which  are  going  from  one  part  of 
the  country  to  another  with  troops,  and  which  frequently  are  reported  as  carrying 
sick  men  unfit  to  travel,  are  not  in  any  way  under  the  control  of  the  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  Army.  As  a  rule,  he  knows  nothing  of  their  departure  or  arrival, 
and  it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  him  to  have  supervision  of  the  sick  who  are 
placed  upon  these  trains  by  the  regimental  surgeons,  often  very  injudicious] y  and 
no  doubt  in  response  to  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  men,  who  wish  to  go  home 
with  the  regiments  that  are  to  be  mustered  out. 

Again,  the  transports  which  have  been  employed  to  carry  sick  or  convalescent 
soldiers  from  Santiago  are  not  under  the  control  of  the  Surgeon-General,  and,  as  a 
rule,  he  has  no  information  with  reference  to  their  departure  or  the  preparations 
made  for  the  care  of  the  sick  to  go  upon  them.  These  preparations  should  be 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  surgeon  at  the  point  of  departure;  but  the 
transports  themselves  are  under  the  control  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
The  only  ships  which  have  been  fitted  up  expressly  for  transporting  sick  soldiers 
are  the  hospital  ships  Relief  and  Missouri.  These  are  under  the  immediate  control 
of  the  Surgeon-General,  and  are  thoroughly  equipped  for  the  work  for  which  they 
are  intended. 


New  York,  October  4,  1898. 
Geo.  M.  Sternberg,  M.  D., 

Surgeon-General,  Medical  Department,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  General:  As  I  have  noticed  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  recently  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  the 
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war  with  Spain,  that  all  facts  bearing  thereon  shall  be  submitted  to  them  for  con- 
sideration and  judgment,  I  therefore  forward  for  such  purpose  the  following: 

First.  As  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  have  served  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
in  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion,  during  the  year  1864,  I  therefore  found  my  report 
on  what  my  experience  then  taught  me  to  consider  as  essential. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1898,  I  inquired  by  letter  of  Dr.  George  M.  Sternberg,  of 
the  Army,  and  Dr.  Wood,  of  the  Navy,  if  such  contributions  as  I  might  be  desirous 
to  make,  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  company  that  I  represented  as 
medical  superintendent,  wou.d  be  acceptable,  and,  receiving  in  each  and  every 
instance  a  reply  of  cordial  assent  and  approbation,  I  visited  during  the  past  four 
months  the  naval  hospitals  at  the  navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  the  hospital  at  Stapleton, 
the  Long  Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  the  Mount  Sinai,  Presbyterian,  French 
Hospital,  New  York,  and  some  others  in  this  city,  and  in  the  first  week  of  Sep- 
tember the  hospitals  at  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point.  In  each  of  the  hospitals 
mentioned,  and  others  as  well,  I  had  interviews  and  conversations  with  the  phy- 
sicians of  the  medical  staff,  and,  in  most  instances,  with  the  soldiers  and  their 
friends  at  each  and  all  of  the  places  enumerated. 

Second.  It  was  my  endeavor  to  observe  the  care,  kindness,  and  competency  of 
the  medical  officers  at  all  places  visited,  as  evidenced  by  the  character  of  the  work 
under  observation,  together  with  all  features  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  such 
institutions  and  the  comfort  of  the  patients  under  their  care. 

Third.  This  statement  covers  as  well  the  readiness  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
the  department  responsible  for  transportation  of  all  medical  supplies,  repre- 
sented in  this  city  by  Colonel  Brown. 

Fourth.  I  would  state  that  in  all  instances  coming  under  my  direct  and  personal 
observation  I  always  found  perfect  readiness  of  cooperation  and  keen  desire  to 
carry  out  any  and  every  request  that  tended  to  prompt  delivery  and  proper  use. 
In  no  instance  did  I  find — although  I  looked  for  it— negligence,  indifference,  or 
carelessness.  All  this  is  attested  by  my  personal  word  of  testimony  and  letters 
received  at  various  times  from  General  Sternberg,  Dr.  Heizmann,  Colonel  Brown, 
Dr.  Norton,  and  the  medical  staff  of  the  various  hospitals. 

All  this  is  stated  as  the  result  of  my  personal  experience  and  submitted  for  your 

consideration.  rt„~  w  /-»  ,f  ^ 

Geo.  W.  Grover,  M.  D., 

Graduate  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  SURGEON-GENERAL. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Washington,  October  6,  1898. 

President  of  Board  to  Investigate  the  War  Department. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  inclosed  letters  may  be  read  to  thq 
Commission  and  then  returned  to  me  for  my  private  files. 

Major  Hysell,  chief  surgeon  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  had  experi- 
ence during  the  civil  war  as  surgeon  of  an  Ohio  regiment.  It  might  be  well  to 
call  him  before  the  Commission. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  28,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  successful  administration  of  this 
corps  is  due  in  great  part  to  the  generous  contraction  of  Gen.  George  M.  Stern- 
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berg,  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army,  who  has  caused  with  great  prompt- 
ness our  requisitions  to  be  filled,  and  has  assisted  us  in  every  way  possible  in  caring 
for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  your  corps.  Every  demand  that  has  been  made  upon 
him  for  medical  and  hospital  supplies,  medical  officers,  nurses,  and  attendants 
has  been  complied  with,  as  far  as  possible,  very  promptly. 

In  my  report  to  you  of  the  8th  instant  I  mentioned  this  fact  under  the  heading 
"Medical  supply  depot,"  and  in  consideration  of  his  valuable  services  I  would 
respectfully  request  that  you  take  official  recognition  of  the  same  and  authorize 
him  to  accept  and  wear  the  badge  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Maus, 

Lieutenant- Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

First  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Hamilton,  Ky.,  September  21,  1898. 
My  Dear  General  Sternberg:  I  notice  by  this  morning's  papers  that  I  am 
made  to  say  that  I  did  not  agree  with  you.     The  whole  tenor  of  the  report,  which 
I  would  send  you  if  I  could  get  one,  was  that  we  had  a  regular  set-to. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  assure  you  of  my  most  sincere  friendship.  I 
was  aware  all  the  time  that  you  would  do  as  you  say— have  given  to  the  Hospital 
Department  everything  they  asked  for,  and  I  now  disclaim  ever  having  had  any 
other  belief. 

You  heard  all  I  said  at  General  Breckinridge's  headquarters,  or  any  other  place, 
for  that  matter,  on  that  subject,  and  I  trust  you  remember  it  sufficiently  to 
exonerate  me  from  the  charge  of  such  a  breach  of  politeness. 
I  trust  you  are  very  well  after  your  trip. 

Yours,  truly,  John  A.  Wiley. 


South  Brooklyn,  September  19,  1898. 
To  the  Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  In  haste  I  reply  to  your  very  kind  answer  to  my  letter  of  September 
2.  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  that  I  formed  my  opinion  concerning  the  sick  soldiers 
and  hospital  from  the  overexaggerated  reports  of  the  newspapers;  but  am  now 
most  happy  to  say,  since  visiting  the  sick  in  the  different  hospitals,  found  the  sol- 
diers perfectly  contented  and  more  than  satisfied  with  their  treatment,  and  the 
officers  ready  and  waiting  to  receive  all  who  might  be  sent  to  them. 

Trusting  you  will  pardon  my  suggestion  and  believe  it  meant  from  kindest 
thoughts,  I  remain, 

Very  sincerely,  yours, 

(Miss)  Frances  Louisa  Bond. 


Camp  Poland, 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  September  14.  1898. 
Surg.  Gen.  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  should  there  be  at  any  time  an 
investigation  or  an  attempt  to  censure  the  conduct  of  your  department  during  our 
stay  at  Chickamauga  Park,  will  say  that  my  opportunity  to  know  the  working  of 
the  Medical  Department  while  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas  was  perhaps  as  good,  if 
not  much  better,  than  almost  any  medical  officer  on  duty,  and  I  will  say  that  at  no 
time  during  my  stay  in  the  park  was  there  any  difficulty  in  procuring  all  necessary 
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medical  and  hospital  supplies  if  the  proper  effort  was  made.  Should  you  come  to 
Knoxville,  I  will  be  glad  to  explain  further,  and  if  at  any  time  I  am  in  Washing- 
ton I  will  surely  call  and  give  you  all  the  information  that  I  can. 

Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  H.  Hysell, 

Chief  Surgeon  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 


Camp  Wheeler, 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  9,  1898. 
Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Surgeon- General:  I  have  an  impression  that  at  this  time  it  may  be  of 
interest  to  you  to  have  a  line  on  a  linesman's  view  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

We  are  camped  in  an  attractive  open  valley,  the  fresh,  cool,  invigorating  air 
of  Huntsville's  hills  steadily  winning  our  poor,  enfeebled  men  back  to  life  and 
strength  after  the  poisonous,  fever-laden  swamps  of  Tampa. 

Our  corps  and  brigade  hospitals  well  supplied:  surgeons  and  attendants  doing 
fine  work.  Their  work  has  been  long  and  arduous.  Drs.  Reynolds,  Lippitt, 
Strong,  and  Richards,  now  fever  stricken,  broken  down,  were  especially  notice- 
able for  their  indefatigable  zeal  for  the  well-being  and  their  tender  solicitude  for 
the  welfare  of  those  to  whom  they  administered  so  well. 

Dr.  O'Reilly  has  worked  nobly  and  effectively,  with  marked  and  successful 
administrative  capacity. 

Our  condition,  struggling  at  Tampa  with  typhoid  and  malarial  fever,  was  sad. 
I  can  not  too  strongly  express  my  gratitude  to  you  for  the  extraordinary  success 
with  which  you  supplied  the  corps  with  doctors,  immunes,  nurses,  and  medical 
stores,  the  more  extraordinary  when  you  reflect  how  conflicting  and  unlooked-for 
orders  fired  our  men,  with  little  time  for  preparation,  into  unlooked-for  places. 
You  humanely  responded  to  every  appeal. 
On  behalf  of  my  stricken  men,  I  wish  earnestly  to  thank  you.  Believe  me, 
Sincerely,  yours, 

J.  J.  Coppinger, 
Major- General,  United  States  Volunteer's. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  October  7,  1898. 
The  Commanding  Officer,  Third  United  States  Cavalry. 

Sir:  Please  find  inclosed  a  paragraph  from  a  letter  received  by  the  Commission, 
which  is  hereby  submitted  for  such  remarks  as  you  may  deem  proper. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 

REFERS  TO  CAMP  AT  TAMPA,  FLA. 

*  *  *  I  was  at  the  hospital  located  in  the  camp  of  the  Third  and  Sixth  Cavalry  at  different 
times  and  saw  sick  men  lying  on  hard  boards  without  any  pillows  or  anything  under  them  except 
their  thin  blankets.  The  surgeon  told  me  that  he  had  little  or  no  milk  for  the  men.  I  had  some 
ticks  made  and  filled  with  straw,  and  some  pillows  of  the  same  sort,  and  sent  them  to  the  hos- 
pital. Milk  was  furnished  by  a  resident  as  often  as  they  would  send  for  it,  which  was  not  very 
frequent.    These  things  I  know  absolutely.    *    *    * 

W.  J.  Carpenter,  Orlando,  Fla. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  October  26, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
A  copy  of  the  inclosed  paragraph  was  furnished  to  the  officers  of  the  Third  Cavalry  at  Tampa 
at  the  time  referred  to,  and  the  inclosed  replies  have  been  received  at  this  office.    Maj.  S.  W. 
Kelly,  surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  ill  with  typhoid  fever,  and  has  not  been  able  to 
make  reply.    It  is  not  known  at  this  writing  whether  he  desires  to  do  so  or  not. 

H.  W.  Wessells, 
Major,  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding. 

[First  reply.] 

Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  October  lh,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  statements  made  by  W.  J.  Carpenter  are  correct. 

Every  effort  to  maintain  sanitary  conditions  in  our  camp  did  not  prevent  a  frightful  percent- 
age of  sickness,  and  the  hospital  accommodations  were  in  consequence  insufficient.  Much  dis 
ease  was  due  to  climatic  influence,  but  much  also  to  presence  of  a  large  proportion  of  recruits. 

J.  O.  Mackay, 
Captain,  Third  Cavalry. 
[Second  reply.] 

Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  October  1U,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned. 
f  have  no  remarks  to  make  on  this  subject,  for  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

D.  L.  Tate, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  M. 

Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt.,  October  20 y  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Third  Cavalry, 

Fort  Ethan  Allen,  Vt. 

Sir:  Referring  to  indorsement  from  your  office  under  date  of  October  7,  1898,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows: 

Mr.  W.  J.  Carpenter,  in  his  statements  to  the  Commission  appointed  by  the 
President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with 
Spain  under  date  of  October  7,  has  spoken  the  truth.  When  the  rainy  season  com- 
menced at  Tampa,  Fla.,  the  sick  reports  of  the  Third  and  Sixth  Cavalry  increased 
more  rapidly  than  anyone  could  reasonably  anticipate.  1  v  sited  this  hospital 
frequently,  often  three  or  four  times  a  day.  I  asked  for  cots  and  mattresses, 
which  could  not  be  supplied.  I  made  requisition  for  lumber,  which  was  promptly 
approved  by  brigade  and  corps  commanders.  Floors  were  laid  in  the  tents;  plat- 
forms were  built,  2£  feet  high,  in  order  to  get  the  sick  men  off  the  ground.  I  also 
caused  arbors  of  green  boughs  to  be  placed  over  the  entire  hospital,  making  the 
hospital  as  comfortable  as  conditions  of  climate  would  permit.  I  know  personally 
that  every  effort  was  made  by  the  camp  surgeons  to  take  the  best  care  of  the  sick 
possible  under  the  conditions  as  they  existed.  I  have  seen  350  men  attend  sick 
call  in  this  hospital  in  one  day.  Buildings  were  hired,  and  the  unusual  conditions 
of  sickness  were  met  with  all  possible  dispatch  by  regimental,  brigade,  and  corps 
surgeons. 

In  my  judgment,  all  possible  efforts  were  made  to  relieve  the  unfortunate  con- 
ditions that  were  forced  upon  us  so  suddenly,  brigade  and  corps  commanders  ren- 
dering every  assistance  to  regimental  commanders  in  their  efforts  to  care  for  the 
sick.  It  was  only  these  unusual  conditions,  which  came  upon  us  so  suddenly,  that 
caused  the  suffering  as  described  by  Mr.  Carpenter.  Every  effort  was  made  to 
obtain  milk  for  the  sick,  and  no  expense  was  spared  in  its  purchase,  but  there  was 
not  enough  obtainable  in  the  vicinity  of  Tampa  to  supply  the  demand.  I  remem- 
ber Mr.  Carpenter  asking  if  anything  could  be  done  for  the  sick,  and  I  told  him 
that  I  wanted  bed  sacks  for  the  men  to  lie  on.  He  furnished  quite  a  number, 
which  were  thoroughly  appreciated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  F.  Chase, 
Captain,  Third  Cavalry. 
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SURGEON-GENERAL'S  REPLY  TO  QUESTION  17. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  14,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  Board  to  Investigate  the  War  Department. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  in  answer  to  "question 
No.  17,  Medical  Department,"  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  President  to 
investigate  the  War  Department: 

"  17.  What  funds  were  at  the  command  of  the  department  on  April  1,  and  what 
additional  funds  were  available  by  August  31  under  general  or  special  legislation?  " 
as  follows: 

FUNDS  AT  THE  COMMAND  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  APRIL  1,  1898. 

General  legislation,  appropriation  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  1898. 

In  Treasury $55,828.00 

In  hands  of  disbursing  officers 12,596.27 

Total 68,424.27 

This  balance  was,  with  the  exception  of  about  $300,  all  expended  by  June  30, 
1898,  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  These  $300  are  required  for  the  payment  of 
accounts  for  subscriptions  to  medical  journals  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  fiscal 
year  1898. 

MEDICAL  AND  HOSPITAL  DEPARTMENT,  1899. 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  15,  1898,  $115,000. 

Of  this  amount  $30,000  was  disbursed  by  August  31,  1898.  The  balance  will  be 
required  for  the  regular  and  current  expenses  of  the  Medical  Department  for  the 
fiscal  year  1899.  In  fact,  of  the  balance  of  $79,000  left  in  the  Treasury  August  31, 
1898,  $58,000  has  been  drawn  out  at  this  day,  and  is  now  rapidly  paid  out  by  dis- 
bursing officers,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  only  $21,000. 

SPECIAL    AND  ADDITIONAL  FUNDS  PROVIDED    FOR    THE    DEPARTMENT   BY 

AUGUST  31.  1898. 

Appropriation  Medical  and  Hospital  Department,  January  1, 1899: 

By  act  of  May  4, 1898 $50,000.00 

By  act  of  June  8, 1898 50,000.00 

By  act  of  July  7, 1898 504,000.00 

Total 604,000.00 

All  of  this  money  was  expended  by  August  31,  1898. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  NATIONAL  DEFENSES,  ACT  OF  MARCH  9,  1898. 
Allotment  of  April  16,  1898,  $20,000. 

This  amount  has  all  been  expended  except  $35,  which  will  be  used  for  the  pay- 
ment of  supplies  purchased. 

Since  August  31,  namely,  September  8,  a  further  allotment  was  made  by  the 
President  of  $500,000  from  the  "Act  for  national  defenses."  Of  this  sum  there 
is  at  the  present  time  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  and  in  the  Treasury 
$100,000,  which  is  disbursed  at  the  rate  of  $20,000  per  day,  and  will  be  expended 
by  the  middle  of  this  month. 

A  further  allotment  was  made  by  the  President  from  the  same  appropriation 
October  6,  1898,  of  $500,000,  all  of  which  is  available. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  last  allotment  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
department  till  Congress  will  be  able  to  make  further  provisions. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-  General,  United  States  Army. 
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EPISODE  OF  SURGEON  SEAMAN. 

War  Department, 

Washington,  October  15,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  the  Commission  Appointed  by  the  President  to  Investigate 

the  Conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  War  with  Spain. 
Sir:  In  connection  with  the  testimony  of  Surgeon  Seaman,  First  United  States 
Volunteer  Engineers,  before  your  Commission  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  here- 
with to  hand  you  copy  of  a  receipt  signed  by  Major  Seaman  on  the  28th  day  of 
September  for  considerable  stores  other  than  the  regular  army  ration. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant- General. 

Army  Building,  Neiv  York  City,  October  14, 1898. 
Dear  General:  Major  Seaman,  surgeon  First  Volunteer  Engineers,  made  a 
statement  to  reporters  in  my  presence— and  it  was  published  broadcast— that  he 
received  nothing  but  travel  rations  from  the  Army  for  his  convalescents  on  the 
Obdam  and  depended  on  the  Red  Cross  Society  and  National  War  Relief  Associa- 
tion for  their  food. 

Major  Bradley  just  sent  me  the  inclosed  copy  of  receipt  given  to  him  before  the 
Obdam  started. 

Yours,  very  sincerely,  D.  M.  Appel, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Army. 


U.  S.  Hospital  Ship  Relief, 

September  28, 1898. 
Received  this  date  from  Major  Alfred  E.  Bradley,  brigade  surgeon,  United  States 
Volunteers,  the  following  articles,  viz: 

Canned  soup cases. .  13 

Whisky bottles..  12 

Ginger  ale - barrels..    4 

Cornstarch box..    1 

Jellies  barrel..    1 

Condensed  milk boxes ..    4 

Clam  broth... do....    2 

Salteen  crackers do 2 

Lemons do 2 

Calf's-foot  jelly do....    2 

Crackers do 2 

Arrowroot pounds..  60 

Squibb's  mixture .. quart..    1 

Bismuth  subgallate bottles. .    2 

L.  L.  Seaman,  Major  and  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  E.  Bradley, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Calumet  Club,  267  Fifth  Avenue, 

October  16,  1898. 
To  the  Surgeon-General  U.  S.  A., 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  has  been  brought  to  my  attention  an 
error  in  my  testimony  before  the  board  of  investigation  at  Washington  on  the  14th 
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instant,  wherein  I  stated  that  I  had  received  no  supplies  from  the  United  States 
Government  for  convalescent  patients  on  the  transport  Obdam  except  the  regular 
army  travel  rations. 

The  facts  are  these:  On  the  night  of  September  27  the  Obdam  was  prepared  to 
sail  early  the  following  morning  with  all  our  men  and  supplies  on  board.  Such 
special  supplies  as  we  then  had  had  been  secured  from  the  relief  societies  entirely. 
During  the  night  the  hospital  ship  Relief  arrived,  and  early  the  next  morning  I 
boarded  the  Relief  and  personally  secured,  without  any  requisition  except  verbal 
request,  from  Major  Metcalf  and  Major  Bradley  the  additional  supplies  enumer- 
ated in  the  receipt  signed  by  me,  which  has  since  been  sent  you  by  Major  Appel. 

Until  my  conference  yesterday  with  Major  Bradley  I  believed  these  supplies 
were,  like  many  others,  brought  by  the  Relief—  outside  contributions,  and  not 
Government  supplies. 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  board  of  investigation  will  start  to-day  for  Florida; 
otherwise  I  should  immediately  proceed  to  Washington  and  request  the  oppor- 
tunity of  placing  this  correction  upon  their  record. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  Seaman, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Army. 


280  North  Limestone  Street, 

Lexington,  Ky. ,  October  15,  1898. 
H.  C.  Corbin, 

Adjutant- General.  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  General:  Since  returning  home  I  have  seen  in  the  New  York  Herald  of 
the  13th  instant  a  remarkable  interview  with  Dr.  Seaman,  First  Volunteer  Engi- 
neers, containing  most  outrageous  reflections  upon  the  War  Department.  As  I 
am  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  facts  of  the  return  of  convalescents  on  the 
Obdam  and  the  status  of  Dr.  Seaman  in  relation  to  them,  I  consider  it  a  duty  to  fully 
inform  you,  and  do  so  thus  unofficially  in  order  that  they  may  promptly  reach 
your  eye. 

In  the  first  place,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  General  Henry  to  send  back  on  the 
Obdam  a  single  soldier  for  whom  medical  attention  was  necessary  in  any  way. 
Only  men  were  to  go  who  were  so  far  recovered  that  they  would  be  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves  and  subsist  upon  the  Government  ration;  in  other  words,  men 
who  were  practically  discharged  from  sick  report  and  only  needed  a  return  home  to 
effect  a  complete  recovery.  These  men  were  especially  those  who  had  been  left  at 
Ponce  by  their  organizations  when  returning  to  the  United  States  about  a  month 
previous— such  as  the  convalescents  of  the  Sixth  Illinois. 

In  anticipation  of  their  return  Dr.  Seaman  made  several  visits  to  district  head- 
quarters to  try  and  get,  himself  ordered  to  take  charge  of  them,  his  application  for 
leave  of  absence  for  a  month  having  been  disapproved.  Finally,  as  the  result  of 
a  personal  appeal  to  General  Brooke  at  San  Juan,  representing  that  a  suit  for 
$90,000  was  pending  in  New  York,  and  that  a  day  or  two  there  was  all  he  wanted, 
and  that  if  he  could  not  go  in  this  way  that  he  would  have  to  resign,  it  was 
ordered  that  he  be  sent. 

The  then  chief  surgeon  of  the  district,  Maj.  Arthur  Snowden,  United  States 
Volunteers,  having  represented  that  Dr.  Seaman  was  inclined  to  be  meddlesome, 
and  that  he  had  received  complaints  of  his  inquisitiveness  from  two  or  three  of 
the  hospitals  in  Ponce,  General  Henry,  through  me,  gave  Dr.  Seaman  positive 
orders,  both  written  and  oral,  governing  his  proposed  trip.  As  a  precautionary 
measure,  he  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  army  doctors  returning  as  passengers 
on  the  Obdam.     He  was  personally  to  inspect  every  convalescent  detailed  to  return 
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on  the  Obdam,  and  see  that  he  was  equipped  for  the  journey  and  to  reject  any  man 
who  was  not  able  to  take  care  of  himself  and  subsist  on  his  rations.  This  was 
made  as  clear  to  Dr.  Seaman  as  orders  and  words  of  instruction  in  conversation 
could  make  it.  He  was  also  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  the  rations  and  meals 
of  these  men. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  day  before  the  Obdam  was  to  sail  Dr.  Seaman 
informed  me  that  sick  men  had  been  sent  on  board.  I  showed  him  his  orders  and 
told  him  that  if  such  was  the  case  he  was  not  carrying;  them  out,  and  that  if  he 
violated  them  in  taking  sick  men  he  was  liable  to  get  into  trouble;  that  such  men 
should  be  sent  back  to  the  hospital,  for  he  was  responsible  for  their  acceptance 
and  equipment  in  every  way.  *In  spite  of  these  precautions  it  was  found  that  he 
had  taken  on  board  90  men  without  meat-ration  cans,  knives,  forks,  spoons,  and 
cups,  which  General  Henry  sent  on  board  just  before  sailing. 

I  am  thus  explicit,  for  the  next  ship  that  carried  convalescents,  the  one  under 
command  of  Captain  Coulling,  Quartermaster's  Department,  in  which  there  were 
some  sick  soldiers,  General  Henry  gave  orders  for  hot  meals  to  be  served  them, 
besides  having  bought  and  put  on  board  certain  special  supplies  for  their  sub- 
sistence. 

While  in  Porto  Rico  I  do  not  think  that  Dr.  Seaman  had  other  responsibilities 
than  the  sick  of  his  regiment,  except  being  a  member  of  a  board  to  investigate 
some  alleged  yellow-fever  cases. 

In  the  light  of  this  interview  of  Dr.  Seaman's,  I  deem  that  these  facts  should  be 
placed  in  your  hands.     With  kindest  regards  and  great  respect,  I  remain, 
Yours,  very  truly, 

G.  B.  Duncan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 


Hospital,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Fla.,  October  18,  1898. 
Maj.  S.  C.  Mills, 

Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Recorder  Commission 

to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
Commission  the  following  matter,  viz,  the  lack  of  provision  in  regulations  and 
orders  for  the  internal  organization  of  division  and  other  large  hospitals,  and 
especially  the  failure  to  provide  a  proper  administration  staff  of  line  officers.  This 
lack  has,  I  believe,  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  shortcomings  in  hospital  adminis- 
tration during  this  war. 

These  officers  could  obtain  all  necessary  supplies  for  hospital  and  leave  to  the 
medical  officer  in  command  some  time  to  watch  the  medical  care  of  patients  and 
the  ward  administration. 

The  volume  of  administration  business  of  a  hospital  of  this  size  is  enormous,  and 
upon  its  proper  dispatch  depends  the  good  administration  of  the  hospital. 

The  colonel  of  a  regiment,  who  has  probably  one-third  as  much  office  business 
and  none  of  the  large  money  accounts,  has  a  complete  administration  staff,  while 
for  a  division  hospital  none  is  provided.  I  was  unable  to  secure  a  staff  for  this 
hospital  until  the  6th  of  September,  when  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers  were 
ordered  mustered  out,  and  then  three  officers  of  that  regiment,  now  on  duty  here, 
offered  their  services.  When  they  go,  I  do  not  know  where  others  can  be  pro- 
cured to  take  their  places. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  me  to  the 
Adjutant- General,  United  States  Army,  on  the  2?th  of  September,  to  which  I  have 


48  INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

as  yet  received  no  reply.  I  also  was  in  Washington  last  week,  and  the  Surgeon- 
General  made  personal  application  to  the  assistant  adjutant- general,  at  my 
request,  to  secure  the  retention  of  these  officers  in  the  service,  but  was  told  that  it 
was  impossible. 

Lieutenant  Sullivan,  Captain  Rogers,  and  Captain  Vowles  will  be  mustered  out 
the  day  after  to-morrow  with  their  regiment— the  First  Wisconsin. 

It  seems  evident  that  if  military  hospitals  are  to  be  well  conducted,  an  adminis- 
trative staff  of  line  officer^  is  an  essential  which  should  be  provided  by  Army 
Regulations.  I  would  suggest  that  for  any  hospital  of  less  than  300  beds  two  staff 
officers  be  provided,  an  adjutant,  with  rank  of  first  lieutenant,  mounted,  and  a 
quartermaster  and  commissary  officer,  with  rank  of  captain,  mounted.  For  hos- 
pitals larger  than  300  beds,  the  duties  of  acting  quartermaster  and  commissary 
should  be  separated  and  each  performed  by  an  officer  of  rank  of  captain,  mounted. 
Without  such  staff  assistance  it  is  impossible  for  the  commanding  officer  of  a  large 
hospital  to  keep  his  property  and  money  accounts,  and,  what  is  even  more  inpor- 
tant,  to  supervise  carefully  the  medical  administration  and  see  to  it  that  the 
patients  are  properly  cared  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Kean, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  Commanding  Hospital. 


Hospital,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Fla.,  September  27,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army: 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Referring  to  the  promise  made  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  recent  inspection  of  this  hospital  that  it  should  have  everything  neces- 
sary to  its  successful  administration,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows: 

That  the  most  essential  and  indispensable  thing  for  the  good  administration  of  a 
hospital  is  an  experienced  administrative  staff— a  quartermaster  to  administer 
the  work  of  that  department  and  care  for  its  property,  a  commissary  to  keep  the 
elaborate  accounts  and  procure  the  milk  and  foods  of  every  kind,  and  an  adjutant 
to  conduct  the  large  military  correspondence  and  attend  to  the  discipline  and 
records  of  the  hospital-corps  company.  These  positions  at  this  hospital  are  now 
held  by  three  officers  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  on  temporary  duty  here. 
They  have  worked  zealously  and  have  mastered  the  details  of  their  duties,  which 
are  far  more  complex  and  laborious  than  the  like  duties  in  case  of  a  regiment. 
The  loss  of  these  officers  would  seriously  cripple  the  hospital,  and  they  are  most 
anxious  to  continue  on  duty  with  it  for  at  least  six  months. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request,  therefore,  for  the  good  of  the  service,  that  these 
details  be  continued  and  made  permanent  by  the  Adjutant- General,  as  follows: 
First  Lieut.  Frank  A.  Sullivan,  First  Wisconsin,  adjutant;  Capt.  Thomas  J. 
Rogers,  First  Wisconsin,  acting  assistant  quartermaster;  Capt.  Samuel  H.  Vowell, 
First  Wisconsin,  commissary;  and  that  the  latter  have  the  authority  to  act  as 
commissary  of  subsistence,  as  authorized  per  general  hospitals  by  General  Orders, 
No.  145,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  current  series. 

This  hospital  has  at  present  about  550  patients  and  a  total  population  of  nearly 
1,000. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Kean, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon. 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  27,  1898. 
Dr.  P.  S.  Conner, 

Member  of  Commision  to  Investigate  the  War  Department. 
Dear  Dr.  Conner:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  October  24, 1  would  say  that  prior 
to  the  issuing  of  General  Orders,  No.  116,  there  was  no  general  order  authorizing 
commutation  of  the  ration  at  a  fixed  price  for  hospitals.  But  the  hospital  fund 
was  made  by  leaving  undrawn  such  portions  of  the  rations  due  a  hospital  as  were 
not  required,  which  were  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  hospital  at  the  cost  price  of 
the  ration.  The  money  value  of  the  entire  ration  is  estimated  at  18  cents.  By 
my  request  the  general  hospital  at  Key  West  was  granted,  May  13,  1898,  60  cents 
per  ration,  and  the  hospital  train  was  granted,  June  16,  the  same  amount.  The 
general  hospital  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark. ,  for  several  years  past  has  drawn  30  cents 
per  ration,  but  there  was  no  general  authority  for  commuting  the  ration  at  this 
rate. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon- General,  United  States  Army. 


War  Department.  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  81,  1898. 
To  the  President  of  the  Commission  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  seventh  question  of  the  commission,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  only  one  railroad-ambulance  train  was  outfitted  and  used  by  the  Army 
Medical  Department  during  the  period  covered  by  the  investigation. 

A  railroad  ambulance  train  was,  in  my  opinion,  essential  to  the  well  being  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  during  transportation  from  Tampa,  Fla..  the  probable  base 
of  operations  against  Cuba,  to  general  hospitals  in  the  interior.  Accordingly,  on 
May  30,  1898,  I  recommended  the  equipment  of  a  train,  to  consist  of  ten  tourist 
sleepers  and  a  dining  car.  This  was  approved,  and  on  June  16  I  was  informed 
that  a  train  of  ten  Pullman  sleepers,  a  dining  car,  a  private  car,  and  a  combina- 
tion car  was  ready  for  service.  The  train  was  inspected  by  Maj.  Charles  Richard, 
surgeon,  United  States  Army,  who  was  placed  in  command.  One  assistant  sur- 
geon, 2  stewards,  20  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  and  3  civilian  employees  were 
assigned  to  him  for  service.  The  train  was  amply  provided  with  all  the  medi- 
cines, hospital  stores,  and  comforts  required  for  the  patients  to  be  transported. 
The  first  trip  made  was  from  Washington,  D.  C,  to  Tampa,  Fla,  for  the  purpose 
of  transporting  sick  from  the  latter  place  to  the  general  hospital,  Fort  McPherson, 
Ga.  Tampa  was  reached  June  19  and  Fort  McPherson  June  22.  Here  the  Pull- 
man cars  were  exchanged  for  the  tourist  sleepers  originally  requested.  The  latter 
were  much  better  adapted  for  hospital  purposes  on  account  of  their  general 
arrangement,  better  ventilation,  and  convenience  for  cleanliness  and  the  han- 
dling of  patients.  They  had  134  lower  and  136  upper  berths,  giving  a  total  carry- 
ing capacity  of  270.  It  was  impracticable,  however,  to  use  the  upper  berths  for 
severe  cases  on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  giving  proper  care  and  attention  to 
such  patients  occupying  them. 

Several  trips  were  made  between  Tampa  and  Atlanta,  on  each  of  which  great 
delay,  involving  inconvenience  and  anxiety  to  all  concerned,  and  discomfort  and 
even  harm  to  the  sick,  was  occasioned  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  prompt 
response  from  local  quartermasters  to  requisitions  for  the  necessary  transporta- 
tion. On  one  occasion,  after  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours,  telegraphic  communi- 
cation with  Washington  had  to  be  established  before  a  movement  was  made. 
However,  on  July  4  Capt.  H.  R.  Stiles,  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  on 
duty  with  the  train,  was  appointed  an  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  with 
7833 4 
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authority  to  issue  transportation  requests.  Major  Richard  reported  of  this:  "Not 
only  has  this  change  given  me  more  time  to  attend  to  the  more  important  func- 
tions of  my  charge,  and  has  avoided  many  vexatious  delays,  but  it  has  enabled  me 
to  come  in  direct  communication  with  the  railroads  and  a  better  understanding 
is  reached  regarding  speed,  routes,  and  care  of  train  en  route,  all  of  which  factors 
should  be  considered  in  a  service  which  has  for  its  object  the  comfortable  and 
rapid  transportation  of  sick  and  wounded." 

On  July  9  the  hospital  train  met  the  transport  Cherokee  at  Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  on 
her  return  from  Santiago  with  323  sick  and  wounded;  removed  87  that  same  night 
to  the  hospital  on  Tampa  Heights,  and  on  the  following  day  left  for  Atlanta  with 
235  patients.  This  number,  together  with  the  hospital- corps  detachment  and 
civilians,  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  train  to  its  utmost,  especially  in  the  way  of 
serving  meals,  but  all  wants  were  fully  supplied.  During  this  trip,  while  the 
engine  was  taking  on  water,  the  hospital  train  was  struck  in  the  rear  by  a  pas- 
senger train.  A  caboose  on  the  rear  of  the  train  was  completely  shattered;  the 
private  car  used  by  the  medical  officers  was  so  badly  inj  .red  as  to  necessitate  its 
abandonment,  and  many  of  the  platforms  were  splintered,  while  the  sick  and 
wounded  were  severely  shaken  up  by  the  collision,  but  fortunately  no  serious 
casualty  resulted. 

During  the  latter  part  of  July  excessive  heat  and  dust  rendered  a  trip  from 
Tampa  to  Newport,  Ky.,  extremely  trying  to  the  sick,  and  largely  contributed  to 
the  fatal  ending  of  two  cases  en  route.  A  large  proportion  of  the  total  number  of 
cases  transported  were  of  typhoid  fever,  usually  in  the  first  week  of  the  disease. 
Under  certain  circumstances  the  loading  of  the  train  at  night  was  necessary,  and 
in  one  instance  loading  was  completed  during  a  severe  rainstorm.  Up  to  August 
31  the  hospital  train  had  run  about  17,500  miles,  and  transported  1,935  patients, 
with  only  4  deaths. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  typhoid  cases  transported  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  handling  such  cases  on  this  train,  disinfection  was  so  efficiently  carried 
out  that  no  case  of  this  disease  occurred  among  the  personnel  of  the  train.  The 
utmost  care  was  given  to  the  disinfection  of  excreta  to  prevent  any  danger  of  the 
dissemination  of  the  disease  during  the  transportation  of  the  sick. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


statement  of  a.  h.  winchester. 

United  States  Consulate, 
Cartagena,  Colombia,  November  7,  1898. 
Hon.  Thos.  W.  Cridler, 

Third  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  view  of  the  numerous  censures  in  the  papers  about  the  treatment  received 
by  our  sick  soldiers,  I  think  it  may  be  interesting  to  the  Department  to  know  the 
contents  of  the  inclosed  letter,  where  a  traveled  and  intelligent  American  of  good 
standing  acknowledges  with  patriotic  and  proud  feelings  the  excellent  attendance 
given  to  his  dying  son  in  one  of  our  hospitals. 

He  does  not  object  to  the  publication  of  his  communication,  in  case  it  should  be 
deemed  convenient  to  make  it  known  to  the  people,  correcting  imperfect  impres- 
sions created  by  the  press. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Rafael  Madrigal, 

United  States  Consul. 
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Department  op  State, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  S,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  copy  of  a  dis- 
patch from  our  consul  at  Cartagena,  Colombia,  transmitting  a  letter  from  Mr. 
A.  H.  Winchester  in  regard  to  the  excellent  treatment  of  his  son  in  our  hospitals 
during  the  war  with  Spain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Hay. 


Cartagena,  Colombia,  Novembers,  1898. 
Mr.  Rafael  Madrigal, 

United  States  Consul. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Your  kind  solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  all  Americans  with  whom 
you  come  in  touch  has  so  impressed  me  that  it  becomes  natural  to  turn  to  you  in 
all  hours  of  trouble  of  any  kind  and  emboldens  me  now,  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
land,  to  turn  to  you  for  comfort  in  a  private  sorrow,  having  just  learned  of  the 
death  of  my  eldest  son,  Spalding  Winchester,  color-sergeant,  Second  West  Virginia 
Volunteer  Infantry,  United  States  Army,  October  14,  at  the  Philadelphia  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Hospital,  of  typhoid  fever,  contracted  at  Camp  Meade,  from  the  divi- 
sion hospital  of  which  he  was  sent  to  the  place  of  his  death. 

For  your  gratification,  as  a  patriotic  American,  and  in  face  of  the  criticisms  and 
unkind  comments  we  are  constantly  reading  in  a  certain  class  of  American  jour- 
nals, charging  wanton  neglect  of  our  soldiers,  I  want  to  quote  a  few  extracts  from 
the  letter  of  my  wife  conveying  the  news  of  our  great  affliction,  feeling  that  it 
will  be  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  a  good  American  can  see  a  son  die  upon  his 
country's  altar  without  murmuring  against  the  management  of  those  in  whose 
hands  he  was — a  feeling  that  they  are  doing  less  than  their  full  duty  toward  the 
boys  of  our  country  now  in  their  keeping.     She  says: 

I  am  here  to  see  our  brave  darling  son  die.  *  *  *  He  was  first  in  the  division  hospital  at 
Camp  Meade  for  three  days,  but  in  spite  of  best  efforts  it  was  thought  best  to  send  him,  as  a 
move  toward  giving  him  still  better.  *  *  *  He  received  every  attention  on  the  train  while 
in  transit.  *  *  *  They  kept  me  thoroughly  informed  through  his  kind  nurses,  and  then,  when 
danger  showed,  they  telegraphed  me.  *  *  *  He  was  more  especially  the  care  of  a  Dr.  Lyon 
and  a  Dr.  Krithfield,  who  gave  him  every  possible  attention,  and  a  lovely  girl,  who  is  a  trained 
nurse  and  typhoid  expert,  a  Miss  Emily  Hecht,  gave  him  her  undivided  attention,  and  the  last 
week  with  her  was  a  trained  male  nurse  from  Bellevue  Hospital,  who  gave  him  undivided  atten- . 
tion  through  the  nights,  and  for  the  last  two  nights  one  of  the  two  doctors  was  in  constant 
attendance.  *  *  *  All  that  skill  and  science  could  accomplish  was  done  for  him  with  a  ten- 
derness more  like  that  of  brothers  and  sisters  than  that  of  those  hardened  to  the  sight  of  suffer- 
ing. *  *  *  Oxygen  was  given  every  five  minutes  for  a  day  and  night,  requiring  constant 
attention  upon  the  part  of  these  self-sacrificing  nurses.    *    *    * 

Here  in  this  Government  care,  of  the  neglect  of  which  we  had  heard  so  much,  he  had  care  as 
loving  and  gentle  as  at  our  own  dear  home,  with  better  handling.  Everything  was  done  to  keep 
him  alive.  They  sent  for  a  specialist  to  inject  salimcervium— all  to  save  our  mother's  boy.  They 
surely  treated  him  with  all  the  tenderness  of  friends  and  relatives,  and  the  knowledge  of  their 
tender  care  and  kind,  thoughtful  consideration  is  a  great  consolation,  even  in  such  a  sorrow  as 
ours.  When  you  think  what  this  sweet  girl  and  these  good  doctors  did  to  save  the  life  of  our 
dear  son,  will  you  not  write  them  your  heartfelt  thanks  now  and  call  and  express  them  when 
you* go  through  Philadelphia  on  your  return?  I  feel  that  while  it  is  a  great  sorrow  to  us,  he  died 
the  death  he  would  prefer,  for  a  country  he  loved,  under  officers  he  respected.    *    *    * 

All  the  above  is  of  the  treatment  in  Philadelphia  of  a  noncommissioned  officer 
of  a  West  Virginia  regiment,  written  by  a  mother  over  the  casket  of  her  eldest 
son,  with  a  heart  bursting  with  grief,  but  nothing  but  gratitude  and  tender 
thoughts  toward  those  who  had  charge  of  him  either  in  health  or  sickness.  This 
much  for  the  hospital  service. 

As  for  camp  life,  1  think,  as  the  patriot  you  are,  you  will  be  glad  to  know 
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that,  leaving  one  of  the  good  homes  of  which  there  are  so  many  in  the  mountains 
of  our  State  and  accustomed  to  the  same  good  fare  that  is  dispensed  by  them,  he 
was  in  camps  for  four  weary  months,  and  in  all  the  many  long  letters  he  wrote  of 
his  experiences  he  never  alluded  once  to  his  fare,  and  only  with  the  kindest  terms 
or  in  words  of  commendation  of  his  officers. 

Do  you  believe  that  a  boy  from  such  a  home  would,  in  the  confidence  of  letters 
to  his  mother  and  sister,  fail  to  criticise  gross  neglect  if  it  had  existed,  or  that  such 
a  mother,  on  such  an  errand,  watching  for  the  last  loving  smile  of  a  dying  son, 
would  fail  to  note  any  lack  of  care  or  kindness,  if  it  existed?  Or  is  there  any  reason 
that  a  noncommissioned  officer,  wholly  unknown,  received  attention  denied  to 
others,  even  if  accompanied  at  last  by  a  loving  mother  from  the  interior  mountains 
of  one  of  our  smaller  States? 

I  think  these  facts,  which  do  so  much  to  console  me  in  my  deep  sorrow,  will 
make  you  still  prouder  of  the  dear  land  we  love  so  well,  and  of  those  so  bravely 
struggling  to  care  for  our  troops  in  the  face  of  diseases  and  death  and  confronted 
by  unreasonable  criticism. 

Very  truly,  A.  H.  Winchester, 

Of  Buckhannon,  W.  Va. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 
♦  Washington,  December  8,  1898. 

To  the  President  of  the  Commission  Investigating  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commission  a  communication 
from  A.  H.  Winchester,  of  Buckhannon,  W.  Va.,  dated  Cartagena,  Colombia, 
November  3,  1898.  to  Mr.  Rafael  Madrigal,  United  States  consul  at  the  latter  place. 
This  communication  was  transmitted  through  the  State  Department  to  this  office. 
It  relates  to  the  death  of  the  writer's  son,  who  was  color-sergeant,  Second  West 
Virginia  Volunteers,  and  commends  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  for  the 
care  given  him  during  his  fatal  sickness. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon- General,  United  States  Army.     . 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  21,  1898. 
To  the  President  of  the  Commission  Investigating  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  a  newspaper  cutting 
bearing  on  the  recent  assignment  of  Maj.  Henry  F.  Hoyt,  chief  surgeon,  United 
States  Volunteers,  to  duty  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  (See  Special  Orders,  No.  25^ 
paragraph  19,  Adjutant  General's  Office.  October  24,  18JS,  copy  inclosed.) 

It  appears  that  certain  newspapers  have  claimed  that  Dr.  Hoyt  was  banished  to 
the  Philippines  because  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  was  not  pleased  with 
the  character  of  the  evidence  which  he  gave  before  the  Commission.  The  inclosed 
clipping  denies  this  emphatically. 

1  may  state  also  that  since  Dr.  Hoyt's  entry  into  service  he  has  on  several  occa- 
sions expressed  his  desire  to  be  sent  to  Manila,  but  he  was  doing  such  good  service 
as  chief  surgeon,  First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps,  that  I  was  unable  to  yield  to 
his  expressions  of  individual  preference.  The  recent  reorganization  of  the  army 
corps  gave  me  the  opportunity  of  making  this  assignment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Smart,  of  the  sanitary  division  of  my  office,  who  is  one  of 
Dr.  Hoyt's  old  friends,  has  been  earnest  in  his  desire  to  have  this  assignment  made. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 
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Special,  Orders,  I  Headquarteks  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Ofeice, 

No.  "51.  \  .    Washington,  October  2k,  1898. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

19.  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Maj.  Henry  F.  Hoyt,  chief  surgeon,  United  States 
Volunteers,  on  completion  of  his  attendance  before  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct 
of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  is  relieved  from  further  duty  at  Anniston,  Ala., 
and  will  proceed  to  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  and  report  in  person  to  the  commanding  general 
of  the  United  States  troops  at  that  place  for  assignment  to  duty.  The  travel  enjoined  is  neces- 
sary for  the  public  service. 

******  * 

By  command  of  Major  General  Miles. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


JUST  WHAT  HE  WANTED-MAJOR  FALK  CORRECTS  A  REPORT  ABOUT  MAJOR 

HOYT'S  TRANSFER. 

Maj.  Otto  H.  Falk  writes  to  the  Journal  from  Anniston,  Ala.,  to  correct  a 
Washington  dispatch  to  a  Chicago  paper,  which  says  that  Maj.  Henry  F.  Hoyt, 
of  Minnesota,  chief  surgeon  of  volunteers,  has  been  ordered  to  Manila  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  testimony  given  before  the  war  board  unfavorable  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  War  Department.     Major  Falk's  letter  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Journal: 

Major  Hoyt  was  one  of  my  closest  friends,  and  I  know  whereof  I  speak.  This  story  of  banish- 
ment is  all  the  merest  bosh.  The  order  relieving  Major  Hoyt  from  duties  as  chief  surgeon  here 
was  promulgated,  together  with  a  great  many  others  of  the  same  kind,  long  before  the  Commis- 
sion visited  Anniston,  and  the  order  sending  him  to  Manila  was  issued  before  the  War  Depart- 
ment could  have  had  official  knowledge  of  his  testimony.  Besides,  it  has  been  Major  Hoyt's 
fondest  dream  and  greatest  ambition  ever  since  he  entered  the  service  to  get  this  same  Manila 
berth.  He  has  been  using  every  honorable  means  at  his  command  to  secure  it  and  was  an 
exceedingly  happy  man  when  the  order  reached  him. 

This  report  would  be  regarded  as  a  good  joke  here,  so  absurd  it  is,  but  for  the  injustice  it 
does  the  War  Department  and  the  annoyance  which  it  must  cause  Major  Hoyt. 
Very  respectfully, 

Otto  H.  Falk, 
Major,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  Chief  Quartermaster. 


Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk. 


Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Sir:  As  I  have  the  honor  to  be  writing  you  on  business,  permit  me  to  inclose 
what  I  should  like  to  have  extended  to  my  chief  in  person,  my  most  sincere  con- 
gratulations upon  your  conduct  of  the  medical  branch  of  the  Army. 

Seeing  many  idle  and  ill-timed  criticisms  of  what  has  been  the  most  effectively 
and  wonderfully  executed  effort  in  behalf  of  an  army,  medically  speaking,  I  feel 
that  it  may  be  some  little  return  for  the  conscientious  and  arduous  work  under- 
gone by  you  to  know  that  it  is  appreciated  highly  by  some  who  were  in  a  position 
to  eee  that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  met  such  demands  as  were  made 
upon  the  Surgeon-General  with  greater  efficiency  than  they  were. 

Although  I  realize  that  from  so  modest  a  source  as  the  writer  good  will  and 
approbation  may  be  of  small  moment,  it  is  a  personal  expression,  however,  that 
I  take  pleasure  in  sending.  Trusting,  General,  that  you  are  having  less  hard  work 
than  when  I  was  in  Washington, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jno.  P.  Dodge. 
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MEDICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  SECOND  ARMY  CORPS  AS  SHOWN  BY  CORRESPONDENCE, 
DOCUMENTS,  INSPECTIONS,  AND  REPORTS. 

June  12, 1898. 
To  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  find  that  my  administration  of  medical  department  matters  at  Camp 
Alger  is  criticised  in  nearly  all  the  newspapers  of  the  country,  and  that  the  most 
outrageous  misrepresentations  appear  every  day,  so  that  my  good  name  is  suffer- 
ing severely. 

I  was  sent  to  this  camp  with  1  acting  hospital  steward  and  S  privates  of  the 
Hospital  Corps.  The  transfer  of  volunteers,  owing  to  absence  of  orders  and  inex- 
perience of  the  regimental  medical  officers,  has  been  very  slow;  so  that  I  have 
had  to  organize  two  division  hospitals  with  20  raw  recruits,  and  to-day  received 
the  first  transfer  of  13  men. 

The  stores  received  were  not  sufficient  if  distributed  among  20  organizations, 
many  of  which  arrived  with  nothing;  and  I  was  compelled  to  start  these  division 
hospitals  for  their  benefit,  and  tacitly  permitted  the  regimental  hospitals  to  con- 
tinue until  I  was  fully  equipped. 

There  have  been  discomforts,  no  doubt,  resulting  from  this  state  of  affairs, 
principally  due  to  the  hostility  of  the  regimental  medical  officers  to  the  division 
hospital  organization  instituted  under  your  instructions,  but  there  has  been  no 
actual  suffering,  and  there  have  been  no  deaths  in  consequence  thereof. 

I  believe  that  a  letter  from  you  expressing  your  approval,  with  permission  of 
publication,  would  protect  me.  I  earnestly  request  that  you  grant  my  prayer  at 
the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Q-irard, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Surgeon  Volunteers, 

Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Corps. 


Camp  Alger,  Va.,  June  13, 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Sir:  We  would  respectfully  express  our  opinion  that,  although  in  the  past  mis- 
understandings have  existed,  owing  to  failure  to  comprehend  the  intentions  of 
Colonel  Girard,  at  present  we  believe  that  the  great  majority  of  the  regimental 
surgeons  and  regimental  commanding  officers  who  have  had  the  medical  affairs 
of  the  command  properly  explained  to  them  are  now  satisfied  that  Colonel  Girard 
has  done  not  only  all  in  his  power  but  has  succeeded  beyond  expectation,  consid- 
ering the  difficulties  he  has  had  to  contend  with. 

Respectfully,  Chas.  B.  Nancrede, 

Major  and  Chief  Surgeon  Tliird  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

Leonard  B.  Almy, 
Major  and  Acting  Chief  Surgeon  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 

Henry  Allers, 
Major  and  Surgeon  in  charge  of  First  Division,  Second  Aryiy  Corps. 
54 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  14,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  Girard, 

Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Falls  Church,  Va. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  June  19.  I 
know  that  you  have  labored  under  very  great  difficulties  in  organizing  the  med- 
ical service  of  the  Second  Army  Corps,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  order  authoriz- 
ing the  transfer  of  men  to  the  Hospital  Corps  was  delayed,  and  you  had,  conse- 
quently, but  a  few  uninstructed  recruits  under  your  orders,  and  that  the  supplies 
sent  you  were  delayed  en  route.  But  the  criticisms  which  have  appeared  in  the 
newspapers  are  entirely  uncalled  for,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  you  have  done  your 
best  under  the  circumstances  to  carry  out  the  instructions  which  you  have  received 
with  reference  to  the  organization  of  division  hospitals,  etc.  Your  management 
of  the  matters  intrusted  to  your  care  meets  with  my  approval,  and  I  trust  that 
you  may  in  future  receive  the  loyal  support  of  the  regimental  surgeons  belonging 
to  the  Second  Army  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


Philadelphia,  August  1,  1898. 
Hon.  John  W.  Griggs,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Attorney-General:  It  seems  almost  brutal  at  this  time  to  say 
a  word  to  you,  but  it  may  be  that  things  that  we  hear  do  not  reach  your  ears. 

The  newspapers  have  preserved  a  strange  reticence.  It  must  not  be  that  our 
grand  record  as  fighters  will  be  sullied  by  weakness  in  the  Medical  Department, 
as  was  the  case  in  the  Crimea. 

It  is  said  that  wounded  men  reach  Old  Point  Comfort  in  the  clothes  that  they 
were  wounded  in,  because  there  is  "no  appropriation  to  buy  clean  clothes  with." 

A  man  came  in  a  boat  from  Old  Point  Comfort  last  week  whose  wound  was 
dressed  twice  in  eight  days. 

The  inclosed  slip  tells  the  fate  of  the  splendid  young  son  of  an  old  college  friend 
of  mine: 

When  my  son  went  with  the  present  City  Troop  to  Alger  they  were  ordered  to  encamp  along- 
side of  a  wood  reeking  with  the  decayed  garbage  of  a  whole  regiment. 

It  took  60  of  these  young  gentlemen  two  days  to  clean  up  the  leavings  of  the  former  regiment, 
on  quinine  and  whisky,  but  at  what  risk ! 

One  thousand  dollars  spent  in  garbage  wagons  at  a  permanent  camp,  with  the  army  mules 
already  there,  would  remove  all  the  garbage  twice  a  day  and  save  the  typhoid-fever  scandal 
now  overtaking  the  Camp  Alger  management. 

And  again  at  Alger  there  were  200  booths  breeding  filth  and  selling  to  our  soldiers  green  fruit 
and  all  sorts  of  deleterious  food  and  drink.    Why? 

At  Newport  News  was  the  same  condition  of  decayed  refuse,  all  for  want  of  spending  $10  a 
day  to  remove  it  each  day.  i 

My  own  judgment  is  that  a  layman  ought  to  be  at  the  head  of  Medical  Depart- 
ment, as  a  layman  is  at  the  head  of  the  War  and  Navy,  free  from  the  jealousies 
and  bureauisms  of  the  Department. 

The  Government  must  not  call  out  our  sons  in  its  service  and  leave  them  to 
suffer  because  there  is  no  appropriation  for  these  simple  precautions.  I  think 
your  heart  would  break  if  you  saw  what  I  have  seen  at  Alger  and  Newport  News. 

In  the  summing  up  of  history  that  will  follow  peace  these  thoughts  will  play 
an  important  part. 

Pardon  me  for  troubling  you.  One  can  not  reach  the  President  and  there  is  no 
use  to  attempt  the  Surgeon- General  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  yet  the  Pres- 
ident ought  to  know  these  things. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Francis  Rawle. 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  10,  1898. 
Mr.  Francis  Rawle, 

No.  328  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  called  upon  August  4  to  reply  to  your  criticisms  on  the  condi- 
tions at  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  and  to-day  I  find  before  me  your  communication  of 
August  1,  referred  by  the  Hon.  John  W.  Griggs  to  this  office.  As  I  had  made  an 
inspection  of  Camp  Alger,  the  report  of  which  had  led  to  a  recognition  by  the 
local  authorities  of  many  of  the  insanitary  conditions  present,  your  letters  were 
referred  by  the  Surgeon- General  to  me  for  reply. 

I  desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  bad  state  of  affairs  in  that 
camp  originated  in  the  ignorance  of  regimental,  company,  and  other  officers  of 
the  first  principles  of  military  hygiene.  In  laying  out  their  camps  they  over- 
crowded, placing  battalions  on  ground  insufficient  for  a  company,  and  giving  the 
regiments  a  frontage  smaller  than  the  battalion  should  have  had.  Tents  were 
crowded  against  tents  of  the  same  and  adjoining  companies,  and  the  sinks  were 
crowded  up  against  the  company  areas,  so  that  the  foul  odors  pervaded  the  quar- 
ters, and  there  was  not  space  enough  for  one-tenth  of  the  sink  accommodation 
that  there  should  have  been. 

In  April  last  the  Surgeon-General  published  a  circular  for  the  information  and 
guidance  of  officers  to  whom  camp  life  was  a  new  thing,  but,  as  often  happens, 
medical  recommendations  are  not  followed  until  disaster  is  imminent.  On  the 
very  day  on  which  I  made  my  inspection  the  most  crowded  brigade  was  ordered 
to  the  Potomac  River  on  a  practice  march.  This  broke  up  its  crowded  camp,  and 
when  it  returned  it  occupied  a  new  and  larger  area.  But  the  damage  was  already 
done,  and  that  brigade  has  been  one  of  the  heaviest  sufferers  from  typhoid  fever. 
It  would  have  suffered  in  the  same  way  had  it  remained  at  Mount  Gretna,  for  its 
camp  there  was  contracted  just  as  its  camp  at  Alger.  I  saw  the  ground  plan  of 
its  Mount  Gretna  camp  as  tramped  out  on  the  soil  only  the  other  day  when  I  was 
there  looking  at  the  site  as  a  possible  camping  ground  for  the  Alger  troops.  The 
officers  did  not  know  any  better,  and  the  brigade  brought  its  infection  from  Gretna 
with  it  and  nourished  it  at  Alger  into  a  growing  epidemic.  The  Medical  Depart- 
ment is  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  gross  ignorance  of  military  volunteers. 
However,  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  a  march  of  ten  days  will  eliminate  the 
infection  from  the  Second  Corps  and  permit  it  to  go  into  a  permanent  camp  with 
proper  spacing  and  discipline  for  the  protection  of  the  men  from  a  further  devel- 
opment of  the  typhoid  infection. 

In  your  arraignment  of  the  Medical  Department  one  charge  refers  to  the  arrival 
of  wounded  men  from  Cuba  in  the  clothes  they  were  wounded  in,  because  there 
is  no  appropriation  to  buy  clean  clothes  with.  Now  this  is  an  "It  is  said,''  as  you 
acknowledge  yourself,  and,  moreover,  it  is  not  true,  for  there  is  plenty  of  money 
available  for  the  purchase  of  clothes,  but  its  disbursement  does  not  lie  with  offi- 
cers of  the  Medical  Department.  "A  man  came  from  Old  Point  Comfort  last 
week  wh®se  wound  was  dressed  twice  in  eight  days."  This  may  very  well  be,  as 
the  rule  in  aseptic  surgery  is  to  never  meddle  with  wounds  that  are  doing  well, 
and  the  wonderful  record  that  has  been  made  in  the  military  surgery  of  Santiago 
is  one  that  is  new  to  military  surgeons.  As  to  food,  the  Medical  Department  does 
the  best  it  can  for  all  men  in  hospital,  but  when  men  are  hurriedly  placed  in 
transports  and  shoved  off  with  so  many  days'  rations,  which  are  furnished,  not  by 
the  Medical  Department,  but  by  a  department  specially  charged  with  seeing  that 
the  men  are  well  fed,  it  surely  can  not  be  considered  as  due  to  the  inefficiency  of 
the  i'.iedical  Department.  The  medical  officer  who  accompanied  the  City  Troop 
ought  to  have  protested  against  the  occupation  of  the  foul  camping  ground.  His 
protest  would  probably  have  been  overruled,  but  he  should  have  placed  it  on 
record. 


CAMPS  ALGER  AND  MEADE.  57 

With  ample  space  on  the  camping  ground  for  the  proper  burial  of  all  garbage  and 
excreta  there  would  have  been  no  need  for  money  spent  on  garbage  wagons,  etc. 

As  to  the  booths,  medical  officers  have  always  protested  against  them.  Grant 
the  Medical  Department  the  power  to  license  or  to  expel  these  sutlers,  and  then 
condemn  it  when  you  find  the  sutlers'  booths  disseminating  diarrhea  and  dysentery. 

The  conditions  that  existed  at  Camp  Alger  were,  as  you  say,  exceedingly  dis- 
tressing, and  particularly  so  to  one  who,  like  myself,  knew  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  been  in  existence. 

You  will  excuse  the  length  of  this  communication,  but  when  the  Medical 
Department,  which  has  been  laboring  to  protect  the  young  soldiers  and  prevent 
disease,  is  brought  to  book  and  held  responsible  for  everybody's  ignorance  and 
shortcomings  it  is  time  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply. 

Very  respectfully,  Ch.  Smart. 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington.  August  21,  1898. 
Maj.  G.  E.  Bushnell, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  The  surgeon-general  of  the  State  of  New  York  yesterday  visited  the  Second 
Division  hospital  at  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  and  during  his  visit  a  list  of  articles  was 
given  him  which,  it  was  stated,  were  urgently  needed  at  that  hospital .  I  desire 
you  to  proceed  at  once  to  Dunn-Loring,  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  with 
reference  to  the  alleged  deficiency  of  necessary  medicines,  etc.,  and  to  ascertain 
where  the  responsibility  lies  for  this  deficiency  if  it  exists.  You  should  ascertain 
whether  the  responsible  officer  at  the  division  hospital  has  made  requisition  on 
the  supply  officer  at  Camp  Alger  for  these  articles.  If  so,  the  date  of  this  requi- 
sition and  the  reasons  for  failure  to  fill  it.  You  should  especially  inquire  as  to 
whether  the  articles  in  the  list  given  to  Surgeon-General  Terry  are  in  the  supply 
depot  at  Camp  Alger  for  issue;  and,  if  not,  whether  timely  requisition  had  been 
made  for  them;  the  date  of  such  requisition;  the  date  of  its  approval  at  this  office, 
and  of  the  shipment  of  supplies  asked  for  from  the  supply  depot  in  New  York  or 
elsewhere.  You  are  expected  to  make  a  detailed  report  which  will  enable  me  to 
decide  where  the  responsibility  lies  in  case  the  sick  have  been  allowed  to  suffer  for 
want  of  necessary  medicines,  which  this  Department  is  ready  to  furnish  at  any 
time  upon  proper  requisitions,  or  in  cases  of  emergency  in  response  to  a  tele- 
graphic request. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C. ,  August  23,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  con- 
tained in  yonr  letter  of  the  2\ st  instant  I  visited  Camp  Alger  yesterday  and  made 
an  investigation  into  the  alleged  deficiency  of  medicines  there. 

The  division  hospital  was  first  visited.  Maj.  George  Cook,  chief  surgeon  of  the 
division,  stated  to  me  that  while  there  had  frequently  been  delays  in  obta  ning 
certain  medicines,  no  suffering  had  ever  resulted  from  this  cause.  In  his  judg- 
ment, requisitions  were  made  by  the  medical  supply  officer  in  good  season  to 
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supply  deficiencies.  He  also  said  that  two  or  three  days  were  often  required  to 
obtain  even  express  matter  from  Washington,  the  express  service  appearing  to  be 
badly  organized. 

Every  regimental  dispensary  in  the  camp  was  then  visited  by  me  in  succession, 
and  the  surgeons  or  hospital  stewards  found  on  duty  were  interrogated.  In  no 
case  was  there  complaint  that  there  had  ever  been  long  delays  in  obtaining  medi- 
cines for  the  sick  or  that  the  sick  had  ever  really  suffered  for  lack  of  them.  The 
hospital  steward  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  stated  that  last  week  his  dis- 
pensary had  been  without  salicylate  of  soda  for  three  or  four  days.  The  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  said  that  he  was  unable  to  obtain  salicylate 
of  soda  and  adhesive  belladonna  and  mustard  plasters  for  a  few  days.  Assistant 
Surgeon  Ruff ner,  of  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York,  stated  that  there  had  been  no  incon- 
venience to  the  sick  for  lack  of  medicines,  mentioning  merely  the  fact  that  for  a 
day  or  two  last  week  he  was  without  phenacetin.  It  appears  that  on  August  19 
2  ounces  of  phenacetin  were  issued  to  him  by  the  medical  supply  officer,  and  on 
August  20,  2  boxes  of  belladonna  plasters  and  1  of  mustard  plasters,  his  requisi- 
tion having  been  made  on  the  18th.  These  are  the  only  articles  contained  in  his 
list  of  August  20  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  appended)  for  which  he  has  recently 
made  requisition  through  the  regular  official  channels. 

All  the  other  medicines  in  his  list  dated  August  20,  with  the  exception  of  hydrar- 
gyrum oleatum,  which  is  not  in  the  supply  table,  could  have  been  furnished  him 
by  the  medical  supply  officer  if  he  had  asked  for  them.  When  questioned  con- 
cerning his  ' '  requisition  "  of  the  20th,  he  at  first  disclaimed  having  made  any  requi- 
sition; then  stated  that  Major  Briggs,  the  surgeon  of  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York, 
had  asked  him  to  prepare  a  list  of  supplies  which  would  be  wanted  or  which  it 
would  be  useful  to  have  on  hand,  and  that  he  had  prepared  such  a  list  and  handed 
it  to  Major  Briggs,  but  did  not  know  what  use  the  latter  officer  had  made  of  it. 
It  was  evidently  the  purpose  of  Major  Briggs  (whom  unfortunately  I  failed  to 
find),  if  not  of  Captain  Ruffner,  to  obtain  a  considerable  amount  of  the  drugs 
most  used  as  a  donation  from  the  State  of  New  York,  thus  obviating  the  necessity 
of  frequent  requisitions  through  the  regular  channels. 

With  regard  to  the  deficiency  of  phenacetin,  salol,  salicylate  of  soda,  belladonna 
plasters,  and  mustard  plasters,  it  appears  that  there  had  been  an  unusual  demand 
for  these  articles  because  of  the  prevalence  of  late  of  muscular  rheumatism. 

The  medical  supply  officer  states  that  he  made  a  requisition  for  a  large  supply 
of  these  and  other  medicines  on  August  5.  This  requisition  was  approved  by 
Colonel  Girard  on  August  G,  and  by  the  surgeon-general,  he  thinks,  on  August  8. 
These  articles  were  at  first  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Manassas,  their  destination  being 
subsequently  changed  to  Camp  Alger.  On  the  18th,  these  supplies  not  having 
arrived,  a  special  requisition  was  made  for  the  most  necessary  articles.  One  car- 
load, however,  arrived  during  the  night  of  the  18th,  and  the  second  carload  upon 
the  19th.  Major  Wyeth's  mail  having  gone  astray,  no  packer's  list  was  received 
for  these  shipments,  and  it  therefore  became  necessary  to  unpack  all  the  boxes  in 
order  to  find  the  medicines  most  needed.  By  the  20th,  however  (the  date  of  Cap- 
tain Ruffner *s  requisition) ,  all  of  these  supplies  had  either  been  unpacked  and  dis- 
tributed as  needed  or  had  been  repacked  for  shipment  to  Middletown,  Pa. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  sick  at  Camp  Alger  have  not  been  allowed  to  suffer  for 
the  want  of  the  necessary  medicines,  and  that  the  officers  responsible  for  obtain- 
ing medical  supplies  are  performing  their  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  E.  Bushnell, 
fajor  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Army. 
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MR.  WHITAKER'S  COMPLAINT. 

August  22,  1898. 
General:  I  have  reliable  information  from  the  camp  at  Dunn-Loring,  Va. ,  last 
night,  that  the  520  sick  in  hospital  there  are  neglected  by  the  doctors  and  nurses, 
who  are  drinking. 

Eight  deaths  there  Saturday  and  Sunday.     One  man  was  taken  from  a  tent  and 
put  under  a  tree,  where  he  died  without  attention. 

Very  truly,  yours,  E.  W.  Whitaker, 

Of  Washington,  D.  C. 
(A  friend  of  Secretary  Alger  and  the  Army.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

August  23, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  the  Army,  with  the  request  that  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  be  called  upon  to  make  an  investigation  and  report. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  August  25, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general  Second  Army  Corps,  Middletown,  Pa.,  for 
investigation  and  report  and  return  of  this  paper  to  this  office. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H    O.  S.  Heistand,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.  ] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  George  Gordon  Meade,  August  27,  1898. 
To  chief  surgeon  for  investigation  and  report. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 

August  27,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned,  recommending  a  full  investigation  by  the  division  commander. 

A.  C.  Girard, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Army  Corps. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  Gordon  Meade,  August  28, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  general  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  for 
immediate  investigation  and  report.    This  paper  to  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Graham 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  August  30,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  surgeon  for  immediate  report  in  compliance  with  fifth 
indorsement. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gobin. 

F.  K.  Strong,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Office  Division  Surgeon,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  August  30, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  with  the  information  that  this  hospital  received  its  first  patient  May 
39,  1898.    At  this  writing  2,131  patients  have  been  cared  for.    Total  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes,  17.    The  largest  number  in  any  one  day  was  2.    No  one  has  been  left  under  a  tree  to 
die  unattended,  and  all  the  statements  made  on  the  within  postal  are  equally  false. 

George  Cook,  Major  and  Chief  Surgeon. 
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[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  August  SI,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned.    Attention  is  invited  to  the  seventh  indorsement. 

J.  P.  S.  Gobin, 
Brigadier-General,  United  States  Volunteers. 

[Ninth  indorsement.! 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  George  Gordon  Meade,  September  3,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 
inviting  attention  to  seventh  indorsement  hereon. 

William  Montrose  Graham, 
Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Tenth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  8,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army,  with  reference  to  the 

first  and  seventh  indorsements. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

H.  O.  S.  Heistand, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  %,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Alger,  Va. 

Sir:  The  board  of  medical  officers,  convened  per  Special  Orders,  No.  194,  Adju- 
tant-General's Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  18,  1898.  paragraph  40,  having 
completed  a  sanitary  inspection  of  the  several  camps  of  the  First  Division  of  the 
Second  Army  Corps,  respectfully  invite  the  commanding  general's  attention  to 
the  following  conditions,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  are  deserving  of 
prompt  correction  with  the  view  to  the  better  sanitary  condition  of  the  troops: 

While  this  board  is  not  able,  at  present,  at  least,  to  name  positively  any  cause 
or  causes  or  typhoid  fever,  the  board  desires  to  make  the  following  recommenda- 
tions concerning  the  sanitation  of  Camp  Alger: 

(1)  We  earnestly  hope  that  the  flooring  of  the  tents  which  has  already  been 
ordered  will  be  speedily  put  in  position.  It  certainly  is  unwise  to  allow  soldiers 
to  sleep  in  the  dust  and  dirt  of  their  tents  (as  they  are  doing  now,  for  instance,  in 
the  Sixty-fifth  New  York) .  Filth,  possibly  some  of  it  infected  with  specific  germs, 
may  be  and  undoubtedly  is  brought  from  the  most  diverse  sources  into  these  tents 
on  the  feet  of  the  men,  tramped  in  the  dust  in  which  they  sleep,  and  particles  of 
which  they  undoubtedly  take  into  their  nasao-pharynx.  The  board  thinks  it  pos- 
sible that  the  epidemic  in  Company  E  of  the  •Sixty-fif th  New  York  was  spread  in 
this  way.  Not  only  should  the  tents  be  floored,  but  the  beds  upon  which  the  men 
sleep  should  be  raised  above  the  flooring  sufficiently  high  to  admit  of  a  free  air 
supply  under  the  beds. 

(2)  While  we  are  by  no  means  certain  that  the  water  from  the  wells  in  Camp 
Alger  is  infected,  we  would  strongly  advise  that  two  men  from  each  company  be 
detailed  to  supply  the  men  of  that  company  with  drinking  water  which  has  been 
either  boiled  and  aerated  or  filtered.  There  should  be  a  water-supply  tent  for  each 
company,  in  which  the  preparation  may  be  carried  on,  and  the  water  (either  boiled 
and  aerated  or  filtered)  should  be  stored  there.  Each  company  should  be  supplied 
with  two  or  more  barrels  and  an  abundant  supply  of  boiled  and  aerated  or  filtered 
water  should  be  kept  constantly  on  hand.  We  would  suggest  that  four  barrels 
be  supplied  each  company;  two  of  these  barrels  should  contain  the  water  before 
filtration  or  boiling  and  the  other  two  used  for  the  storage  of  the  boiled  and  aerated 
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or  filtered  water.  All  barrels  containing  water  should  be  covered,  and  those  con- 
taining the  boiled  or  filtered  water  should  be  supplied  with  taps,  through  which 
the  water  could  be  drawn,  thus  obviating  the  chance  of  contaminating  the  water 
by  dipping  cups  into  it.  The  men  selected  to  carry  out  the  work  of  boiling  and 
aerating  or  filtration  of  water  should  be  intelligent  and  under  the  direct  supervi- 
sion of  a  regimental  medical  officer  detailed  for  that  purpose.  Men  on  outpost 
duty  should  be  cautioned  as  to  drinking  water  from  chance  sources,  and  such  out- 
posts should  be  daily  supplied  with  water  properly  prepared  in  the  tent. 

All  acquainted  with  camp  life  recognize  impure  water  as  one  of  the  most  potent 
factors  in  the  causation  of  diseases  among  soldiers,  and  there  should  be  in  every 
company  men  educated  in  the  process  of  sterilizing  water.  The  only  safe  theory 
to  proceed  upon  with  reference  to  the  water  supply  of  military  camps  is  to  regard 
every  source  of  water  supply  as  suspicious,  and  to  act  accordingly.  The  same 
method  of  providing  the  Army  with  pure  water  in  the  country  of  an  enemy  ought 
to  be  followed  in  these  camps  of  instruction  regardless  of  the  kind  or  quality  of 
the  water  at  the  camp  of  instruction.  In  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  cause  of 
typhoid  fever  at  Camp  Alger  this  board  has  already  inaugurated  a  system  of  water 
examination,  and  samples  from  all  the  principal  wells  will  be  examined  bacterio- 
logically,  this  being  deemed  by  the  board  as  desirable  in  addition  to  the  chemical 
examinations  already  made. 

While  we  deem  these  precautions  with  reference  to  the  drinking  water  essential 
at  all  times,  they  are  doubly  so  in  attempting  to  stamp  outtan  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever.  We  observed  in  some  regiments  that  water  was  being  boiled  for  the  sick, 
while  the  well  were  allowed  to  drink  unboiled  and  infected  water.  If  the  water 
be  a  factor  in  the  causation  of  typhoid,  certainly  the  disease  will  not  be  arrested 
so  long  as  the  well  are  allowed  to  drink  unfit  water. 

One  or  more  wells  should  be  immediately  provided  for  the  Sixty- fifth  New  York 
Regiment.  This  regiment  has  been  compelled  for  weeks  to  get  its  water  where  it 
might,  sometimes  at  great  distance  and  with  great  inconvenience,  and  from  sources 
the  nature  of  which  is  wholly  unknown  to  anyone. 

(3)  While  this  board  is  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  superiority  of  the  division- 
hospital  plan  to  the  regimental,  it  must  always  happen  that  the  sick  are  tempo- 
rarily, at  least,  detained  in  their  regiments.  We  would  recommend  that  a  larger 
amount  of  tentage  be  supplied  each  regiment  for  the  temporary  care  of  the  sick, 
and  we  would  advise  that  regimental  surgeons  be  instructed  to  immediately 
remove  from  the  company  tent  to  the  regimental  tent  any  and  every  sick  man, 
especially  anyone  who  has  any  fever.  This  recommendation  is  made  for  the  added 
comfort  that  will  be  secured  the  sick  man  and  for  the  protection  of  those  who 
may  occupy  the  same  tent  with  him.  That  typhoid  fever  may  be  spread  by  direct 
contact  there  can  be  no  doubt.  These  regimental  tents  should  be  so  located  that 
the  sick  may  be  protected  as  far  as  possible  from  the  direct  heat  of  the  sun.  Every 
beginning  case  of  fever  should  be  regarded  as  a  possible  case  of  typhoid,  and  the 
dejections  of  every  such  case  temporarily  detained  in  the  regimental  tent  should 
be  thoroughly  disinfected. 

(4)  We  recommend  the  adoption  by  all  the  regiments  of  the  care  now  given  to 
their  sinks  by  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania. 

(5)  In  regard  to  the  divisional  hospital,  we  have  the  following  recommendations 
to  make: 

A.  All  the  water  used  at  this  hospital  should  be  sterilized. 

B.  That  the  number  of  nurses  be  increased.  There  should  be  one  nurse  to  every 
four  typhoid-fever  patients. 

C.  The  acting  assistant  surgeon  should  have  more  authority  over  the  nurses. 
It  has  been  reported  to  us  that  a  nurse  in  charge  of  two  delirious  patients  (typhoid- 
fever  cases)  left  them  alone  at  night.  A  nurse  guilty  of  such  a  breach  of  trust  as 
this  should  be  severely  punished. 
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D.  The  sheets  and  underclothing  of  typhoid-fever  patients  should  be  immersed 
in  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  to  1,000.  At  present  they  are  only  sprin- 
kled in  a  perfunctory  manner  with  such  a  solution. 

E.  The  stools  of  all  fever  patients  in  this  hospital,  especially  of  those  with 
typhoid  fever  or  suspects,  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected. 

F.  A  more  complete  separation  of  typhoid  from  other  patients  should  be  insisted 
upon.     This  applies  to  suspects  as  well  as  to  well-developed  cases. 

G-.  The  board  has  taken  steps  to  provide  positive  means  for  the  prompt  identifi- 
cation of  both  malarial  and  typhoid  fever.  As  soon  as  a  patient  has  been  classified 
by  this  means  the  separation  of  those  two  diseases  should  be  made  immediately. 

H.  All  linen  from  the  hospital  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected  before  it  goes 
to  the  laundry. 

1.  The  appendant  surfaces  of  the  patient,  as  well  as  all  portions  of  the  bed  in 
any  wise  affected  by  discharges,  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected. 

J.  All  nurses  should  invariably  thoroughly  disinfect  their  hands  before  going 
to  mess. 

Very  respectfully,  Walter  Reed, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Army. 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Division  Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers. 

E.  O.  Shakespeare, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers. 


TESTIMONIAL   OF   REV.  MR.  JORDAN. 

Manassas,  Va.  ,  September  6,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  justice  to  those  concerned,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  a  privilege,  to 
make  a  few  statements  concerning  some  soldiers  that  died  at  the  field  hospital 
near  Bristow,  Va.,  under  the  care  of  Major  Weaver.  I  have  been  acting  as 
chaplain  there  since  the  hospital  has  been  located  there;  am  acquainted  with  the 
condition  and  management  there  and  also  the  circumstances  concerning  the  above- 
mentioned  deaths.  I  don't  believe  that  anything  has  been  left  undone  that  could 
have  been  done  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  all  the  men,  sick  and  well.  I  have 
had  considerable  experience  with  army  life,  and  have  never  seen  more  careful  and 
efficient  service;  have  talked  a  great  deal  to  the  sick,  and  have  heard  no  com- 
plaint only  among  some  of  the  convalescents,  who  say  they  could  eat  more  if  it 
was  allowed  them.  As  to  the  bodies  reported  to  you  by  the  mayor  of  Manassas, 
there  was  nothing  whatever  wrong  with  them.  They  were  properly  disinfected 
at  the  hospital,  sent  here  embalmed,  put  in  coffins,  and  properly  cared  for  till  the 
necessary  papers  could  be  gotten  ready,  and  sent  to  Arlington  in  perfect  order. 
The  whole  trouble  arose  out  of  one  man  complaining  to  the  mayor,  and  instead  of 
him  investigating  the  matter  he  tried  to  make  the  undertaker  remove  the  bodies, 
after  telling  me  personally  to  have  them  brought  in  (but  no  more  after  those) .  and 
when  the  undertaker  refused  to  move  them  without  orders  from  Major  Weaver, 
then  the  mayor  wired  you  and,  judging  from  what  1  can  learn,  did  not  at  all  give 
the  facts.  I,  with  others,  am  ready  to  vindicate  Major  Weaver  and  all  under  his 
command  from  any  neglect  or  mismanagement.  Have  written  this  on  my  own 
responsibility. 

Very  respectfully,  T.  C.  Jordan. 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  26,  1898. 
Rev.  T.  C.  Jordan, 

M.  E.  Church,  Manassas,  Va. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  September  6,  1898,  has  been  received.  The  Surgeon- 
General  is  now  absent  on  an  inspection  of  camps  and  hospitals.  Your  letter  will 
be  shown  to  him  on  his  return.  Meanwhile  I  am  directed  by  the  Acting  Surgeon- 
General  to  acknowledge  its  receipt  and  to  thank  you  for  your  vindication  of 
Major  Weaver. 

Very  respectfully,  Ch.  Smart, 

Deputy  Surgeon- General,  United  States  Army. 


MR.  WHITAKER  AGAIN. 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  9, 1898. 
The  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army,  City. 

General:  Some  time  ago  I  wrote  you  a  postal  saying  I  had  reliable  information 
that  the  sick  soldiers  in  hospital  at  Dunn-Loring,  Ya.,  were  being  neglected  by 
nurses  and  surgeons. 

To-day  I  have  some  information  as  to  the  neglect  of  the  few  men  remaining 
there.     It  is  charged  that  sick  are  left  for  hours  with  no  one  to  respond  to  a  call 
for  water. 
Threats  are  made  of  publication  soon  as  opportunity  occurs. 
For  God's  sake  save  us  further  scandal  about  treatment  of  the  sick  volunteers 
by  giving  such  directions  as  will  stop  this  neglect. 

Yours,  in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  for  the  honor  of  our  Army, 

E.  W.  Whitaker, 
Late  Brevet  Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  war  of  1861  to  1865. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

September  10,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  request  that  an  imme- 
diate investigation  be  made  with  reference  to  the  alleged  neglect. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

September  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  Second  Army  Corps,  Middletown,  Pa.,  for 
investigation  and  report  and  return  of  this  paper  to  this  office. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles.  H.  O.  S.  Heistand, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  September  23,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  with  report  called  for. 

W.  S.  Edgerly, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Inspector-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Inspector-General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  George  Gordon  Meade,  Pa.,  September  23,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Maj.  H.  O.  S.  Heistand,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  United  States 
Army,  inviting  attention  to  the  inclosed  report  from  the  inspector-general  of  the  corps.  This 
officer  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  on  the  first  train  after  receipt  of  this  paper 
and  make  a  searching  investigation  and  report  of  the  charges  made  in  the  accompanying  note 
from  General  Whitaker. 

Wm.  Montrose  Graham, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
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Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  September  23,  1898. 
The  Adjutant- General,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders  No.  118, 
dated  headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa. ,  September 
20,  1898,  I  proceeded  to  Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va. ,  and  made  a  searching  inves- 
tigation of  the  charge  of  neglect  of  patients  in  the  hospital  at  that  camp  on  the 
part  of  surgeons  and  nurses. 

I  found  the  following  condition  of  affairs  upon  my  arrival,  viz: 

There  was  only  1  patient  in  hospital. 

There  were  3  Sisters  of  Charity.  1  trained  nurse  (female)  from  Garfield  Hos- 
pital, Washington,  and  8  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps  available  for  nurses.  I 
did  not  talk  with  the  patient,  as  Major  Phillips,  the  surgeon  in  charge,  tol'1  me  he 
thought  it  better  not  to,  owing  to  his  condition,  but  I  talked  privately  with  his 
father  and  mother,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  Haddow;  the  3  Sisters  of  Charity,  all  of 
whom  have  been  on  duty  at  Camp  Alger  for  four  weeks;  the  surgeons,  and  men 
of  the  Hospital  Corps.  From  the  evidently  sincere  belief  of  the  above-mentioned 
people  that  the  hospital  has  been  excellently  managed,  as  expressed  to  me  in  con- 
versation, and  the  certificates  of  Drs.  Phillips  and  Hicks,  and  the  affidavits  of 
Sisters  of  Charity  Rose  Genevieve  and  Annie.  Mr.  Hugh  Haddow,  Acting  Hospital 
Steward  John  McVay,  and  Mr.  Alfred  G.  Houriet,  the  man  that  General  Whit- 
aker  gave  me  as  his  authority  for  the  statements  contained  in  his  letter,  appended, 
marked,  respectively,  A,  B,  C,  D,  E.  F,  and  G.  I  am  convinced  that  the  charges 
of  General  Whitaker  are  unfounded  in  fact,  and  that  since  Major  Phillips  has 
had  charge  of  the  hospital  the  treatment  of  the  sick  by  surgeons  and  nurses  has 
been  hind  and  skillful.  I  also  believe  that  the  charge  came  to  the  ears  of  General 
Whitaker  very  highly  colored,  and  that  he  was  actuated  by  good  motives  in  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Surgeon- General  to  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  Edgerly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector- General,  U.S.  Volunteers,  Inspector- General. 


A. 


First  Section,  First  Division  Hospital, 

Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Alger,  Va.,  September  21,  1898. 
I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  been  on  duty  as  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, First  Division  Hospital,  Second  Army  Corps,  at  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  since 
August  27, 1898:  that  during  this  time  I  have  each  day  made  frequent  inspections 
of  the  wards  and  the  grounds  about  the  hospital,  of  the  kitchens  and  supplies; 
that  I  have  asked  the  nurses,  the  friends  of  patients,  and  the  patients  themselves 
how  they  were  getting  along,  if  they  were  getting  what  they  wanted,  if  every- 
thing was  satisfactory;  that  always  the  answers  were  satisfactory;  that  I  have 
not  known  of  a  single  instance  on  the  part  of  physicians  or  nurses  of  neglect  of 
patients;  that  in  only  one  instance  have  I  known  of  anything  approaching  harsh 
treatment  of  a  patient  by  a  nurse:  that  in  this  instance  the  offense  was  swearing 
at  a  patient  by  a  nurse;  that  personally  I  relieved  him  from  duty  in  the  ward  at 
once,  placed  him  in  arrest,  and  had  him  tried  by  court-martial,  the  sentence 
imposed  being  a  fine  of  $10  and  a  month's  confinement,  which  he  is  now  serving; 
that  at  no  time  during  the  day  or  night  has  any  ward  in  this  hospital  been  with- 
out from  two  to  four  nurses;  that  supplies,  both  as  to  medicines  and  suitable  food. 
have  been  abundant  and  always  available;  that  one  or  more  physicians  have  been 
always  on  the  grounds  within  easy  call  if  their  services  should  have  been  needed, 
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and,  finally,  that,  so  far  as  I  know  or  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  utmost  care 
and  diligence  has  been  exercised  in  caring  for  the  patients  and  attending  to  their 

every  reasonable  want  or  desire. 

John  L.  Phillips, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Surgeon  in  charge. 


B. 
First  Section,  First  Division  Hospital, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  September  22,  1898. 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

1  certify  upon  my  honor  that  the  reports  stating  that  the  patients  of  this 
hospital  have  been  neglected  by  surgeons  and  nurses  are  entirely  untrue;  and  I 
further  state  that  everything  has  been  done  for  their  comfort  and  welfare  since 
I  have  been  connected  with  the  wards. 
Respectfully, 

Geo.  L.  Hicks. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Army. 

C. 
I,  Sister  Rose  Genevieve,  Sister  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  do  depose  and 
say  that  during  my  stay  of  four  weeks  as  a  nurse  at  the  First  Division  Hospi- 
tal, Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  I  have  not  known  or  heard  of  any  case  of  neglect 
of  a  patient  by  a  nurse  or  surgeon  at  this  hospital,  and  I  do  not  believe  such  a 
case  has  existed  since  I  came  to  this  camp.  I  have  observed  that  both  surgeons 
and  nurses  have  been  very  kind  and  attentive  to  patients. 

Sr.  Rose  Genevieve, 
Sister  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paid. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  September,  1898,  at  Camp 
Russell  A.  Alger,  Va. 

W.  S.  Edgerly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector- General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Inspector-General  Second  Army  Corps. 


D. 

I,  Sister  Annie,  Sister  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  do  depose  and  say  that 
during  my  stay  of  four  weeks  as  a  nurse  at  the  First  Division  Hospital,  Camp 
Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  I  have  not  known  or  heard  of  any  case  of  neglect  of  a 
patient  by  a  nurse  or  surgeon  at  this  hospital,  and  I  do  not  believe  such  a  case  has 
existed  since  I  came  to  this  camp.  I  have  observed  that  both  surgeons  and  nurses 
have  been  very  kind  and  attentive  to  patients. 

Sister  Annie, 
Sister  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  September,  1898,  at  Camp 
Russell  A.  Alger,  Va. 

W.  S.  Edgerly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Inspector-General  Second  Army  Corps. 


E. 
Mr.  Hugh  Haddow,  Newark,  N.  J. 

I  am  the  father  of  Lieut.  Hugh  Haddow,  jr.,  Signal  Corps,  United  States  Vol- 
unteers, who  has  been  in  the  First  Division  Hospital  at  Camp  R.  A.  Alger,  Va., 
7833 5 


66  INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

since  August  10,  1898.  I  have  been  here  with  my  son  for  the  last  eleven  days. 
During  that  time  I  know  that  my  son  has  had  the  best  of  care  and  attention.  I 
know  of  no  case  Of  neglect  of  patients  on  the  part  of  surgeons  or  nurses  since 
I  came  here,  and  do  not  believe  any  such  has  existed. 

Hugh  Haddow. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  September,  1898. 

W.  S.  Edgerly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Inspector- General  Second  Army  Corps. 


First  Division  Hospital,  Camp  R.  A.  Alger, 

Dunn-Loring,  Va.,  September  SI,  1898. 
To  whom  it  may  concern: 

I,  John  T.  McVay,  do  hereby  depose  and  say  that  during  my  connection  with 
the  First  Division  Hospital  I  have  known  of  no  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  offi- 
cers or  nurses  connected  therewith. 
I  have  been  connected  with  said  hospital  since  May  29, 1898,  to  the  present  date. 
Respectfully, 

John  T.  McVay, 
Acting  Steward,  First  Division  Hospital. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  21st  day  of  September,  1898. 

W.  S.  Edgerly,     • 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Inspector- General  Second  Army  Corps. 


G. 
Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  September  23,  1898. 
I,  Alfred  G.  Houriet,  do  depose  and  say  that  I  know  of  no  case  of  neglect  of 
sick  soldiers  on  the  part  of  surgeons  or  nurses  at  Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va. 

I  remember  hearing  a  citizen,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  the  father  of  a  sick 
soldier  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  say  that  he  heard  a  patient  call- 
ing for  water,  and  that  he  could  not  give  it  to  him  as  he  didn't  want  to  interfere 
with  the  rules  of  the  ward.  This  is  the  only  time  I  ever  heard  any  complaint  of 
neglect  in  the  hospital. 

Alfred  G.  Houriet. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  September,  1898. 

W.  S.  Edgerly, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Inspector-General  Second  Army  Corps. 


COMPLAINT  OF  PHILADELPHIA  PRESS. 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Meade,  Pa., 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  September  13,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  clipping  of  paragraph  from  Phila- 
delphia Press  of  this  date,  together  with  corrections  covering  the  subject-matter. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Girard, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Army  Corps. 

The  hospital  camp  at  Camp  Meade,  from  a  report  just  furnished  the  society,  is  doing  a  good 
work,  and  all  its  accommodations  are  overtaxed.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  doctors  and  nurses, 
which  the  society  will  endeavor  to  remedy  within  a  short  time.  A  large  lot  of  pajamas,  slippers, 
hosiery,  gauze,  and  absorbent  cotton  was  sent  to  the  Presbyterian  Hospital  yesterday  by  the 
society  for  the  use  of  the  sick  soldiers.    There  is  an  urgent  demand  for  partially  worn  bath  robes. 
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Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Meade,  Pa., 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  September  13,  1893. 
Capt.  W.  L.  Whittington, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  Fourth  Missouri, 

In  charge  Red  Cross  Hospital,  Camp  Meade,  Pa. 
Sir:  1  notice  on  page  4,  Philadelphia  Press,  that  a  report  was  furnished  the  Red 
Cross  Society  that  the  accommodations  of  your  hospital  are  overtaxed  and  that 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  doctors. 

You  will  please  report  if  this  is  correct,  and  if  so,  why  you  have  not  made 
application  for  more  accommodations  and  physicians. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Girard, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Chief  Surgeon  Second  Army  Corps. 


Red  Cross  Hospital, 
Camp  Meade,  Pa. ,  September  13,  1898, 
Col.  A.  C.  Girard, 

Sir:  The  article  in  the  Philadelphia  Press  is  entirely  incorrect  and  evidently 
originates  from  nurses  who  have  been  recalled  for  good  and  sufficient  cause  after 
giving  them  every  opportunity  to  conform  to  the  requirements.  They  threatened 
to  make  trouble,  but  their  records  here  are  very  much  against  them.  The  accom- 
modations of  Red  Cross  Hospital  are  not  overtaxed,  and  our  doctors  could  easily 
attend  twice  the  number  of  patients  they  have  and  then  not  be  overworked. 

We  thought  to  spare  these  nurses  the  publicity  of  their  recall,  but  I  shall  place 
them  on  record  if  necessary  to  explain  their  insubordination  to  the  public.    Have 
wired  for  6  more  nurses,  and  when  they  arrive  will  have  in  all  22  nurses  to  care 
for  35  patients,  besides  four  male  ward  orderlies. 
Respectfully, 

W.  L.  Whittington, 
Captain  and  Surgeon  in  charge  Red  Cross  Hospital, 


OPERATION  OF  ORDER  116. 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  desires  a  statement  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
which  has  accrued  under  Order  116,  which  provides  for  commutation  for  enlisted 
men  under  treatment  at  the  rate  of  60  cents  per  day,  how  much  has  been  received, 
and  how  much  has  been  expended.  Has  any  portion  of  this  fund  been  expended 
for  delicacies  for  the  special  diet  kitchen  connected  with  the  hospital  at  Fort  Myer; 
and  if  so,  how  much?  It  is  charged  that  the  kitchen  connected  with  the  hospital, 
in  which  meals  are  served  for  nurses  is  in  a  condition  of  insanitation  and  that 
nurses  are  being  stricken  with  typhoid  fever.  It  is  further  charged  that  attend- 
ants upon  the  sick  are  depositing  the  excrement  from  patients  in  close  proximity 
to  the  hospital,  and  that  dishes  used  in  serving  typhoid  patients  are  washed  in  the 
kitchen  with  dishes  from  which  nurses  and  others  are  served.  Is  there  any  mili- 
tary reason  why  the  larger  kitchen,  which  I  am  advised  is  near  the  hospital  and 
unoccupied,  can  not  be  utilized  for  the  preparation  of  meals  for  nurses  and  other 
attendants,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of  patients  now  under  treatment  and  those 
arriving?  It  is  desired  that  an  expert  officer  on  sanitation  be  sent  to  the  hospital 
at  once  and  make  a  full  and  complete  report  on  the  matters  hereinbefore  mentioned 
to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army,  and  that  some  one  in  authority  be  authorized, 
if  these  conditions  exist,  to  immediately  remedy  them  and  know  that  his  orders  to 
subordinates  are  so  carried  out  that  the  Department  will  not  again  have  its  atten- 
tion called  to  the  existence  of  conditions  of  this  kind. 
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.    [First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

September  31, 1898. 
The  within  memorandum  of  instructions,  received  this  day  from  Acting  Secretary  of  War,  is 
respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Smart,  deputy  surgeon-general,  United  States  Army, 
for  investigation  of  the  matters  herein  referred  to  in  regard  to  Fort  Myer,  United  States  Army 
General  Hospital,  and  for  report  as  promptly  as  possible. 

C.  H.  Alden, 
Assistant  Surgeon-General,  IT.  S.  Army,  Acting  Surgeon-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

September  21, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Acting  Surgeon-General  with  report  on  the  matters  indicated 
as  the  subjects  for  investigation. 

Charles  Smart, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  Deputy  Surgeon-General,  IT.  S.  Army. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  September  23, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Hon.  James  Tanner,  Washington  Loan  and  Trust  Company  Building, 
Ninth  and  F  streets,  Washington,  D.  C,  inviting  attention  to  the  foregoing  indorsements  and 
the  accompanying  report,  with  request  that  these  papers  be  returned  to  the  Department  at 
earliest  time  practicable  and  that  their  contents  be  considered  confidential. 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Assistant  Secretary's  Office, 

September  28, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Inspector-General,  with  directions  to  immediately  detail  a  special 
inspector  to  make  an  investigation  and  to  report  upon  the  condition  of  the  General  Hospital, 
Fort  Myer,  Va. 

The  inspector  detailed  for  this  purpose  will  report  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  prior  to 
entering  upon  this  duty. 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  29,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  inclosed 
report. 

Thos.  T.  Knox, 
Major,  Inspector-General. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  21,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

General:  In  accordance  with  your  indorsement  on  the  memorandum  inclos- 
ing this  report,  I  this  day  proceeded  to  Fort  Myer,  Va.,  and  made  the  required 
investigation. 

I  find  that  from  August  11  to  August  31  the  hospital  claims  a  credit  for  8,159  rations 
at  60  cents  per  ration $4,895.40 

But  as  8,035  rations  were  drawn  in  kind  their  value,  at  13.9736  cents  per  ration  should 
be  deducted  from  the  credit.    This  value 1,133.70 

Credit  accumulated  August  10  to  31 3,773.70 

Credit  for  average  daily  number  of  patients  1st  to  31st  September,  inclusive,  at  60  cents.    3, 780. 00 

Hospital  credit  August  10  to  September  31 7,553.70 

Purchases  in  August  paid  out  of  a  sum  of  |3,700  received  from  the  Subsistence 

Department $3,679.63 

Estimate  of  purchases  during  twenty-one  days  of  September 3,700.00 

5,379.63 

Estimated  credit  September  31 3,173.08 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  Subsistence  Department  has  not  allowed  the 
above  claim  of  the  hospital  for  August,  on  the  ground  that,  ' '  rations  having  been 
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drawn  and  used,  precluded  the  allowance  of  60  cents  per  day  for  these  men  or  for 
the  difference  between  60  cents  and  the  cost  of  a  ration."  (Indorsement  on  claim 
of  the  surgeon  in  charge  to  be  credited  with  the  difference  between  60  cents  per 
ration  and  the  value  of  the  ration  drawn) ;  so  that  as  the  60-cent  allowance  did  not 
begin  until  September  1 ,  the  purchases  for  August  had  to  be  paid  from  the  hospital 
fund  accumulated  under  the  former  valuation  of  the  ration  or  from  an  advance 
by  the  Subsistence  Department  on  the  September  credit,  and  to  this  end  the  Sub- 
sistence Department  provided  the  surgeon  in  charge  with  $2,700,  or  sufficient  to 
pay  for  the  August  purchases,  as  the  hospital  fund  ($1,142)  was  insufficient  to  settle 
the  accounts,  and  as  moreover  the  hospital-corps  men  and  contract  nurses,  as 
well  as  the  patients,  had  an  interest  in  the  hospital  fund,  while  they  have  no 
participation  in  the  purchases  from  the  60-cent  commutation  of  ration  of  the  sick. 
This  complicates  matters  somewhat,  but  allowing  the  whole  of  the  fund  to  be 
paid  for  extra  diet  for  the  hospital,  the  accounts  would  stand  at  date  as  follows: 

Hospital  fund  August  31 $1,142.00 

Sixty  cents  commutation  for  twenty-one  days  of  September 3, 780. 00 

4,922.00 

August  purchases  as  above $2,679.62 

Purchases  to  September  21 2,700.00 

5,379.62 

thus  showing  the  hospital  to-day  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  $457.62,  a  debt  which  the 
60-cent  rate  for  the  remaining  nine  days  of  the  month  would  enable  it  to  pay  off. 

The  difficulty  has  been  that  free  purchases  were  made  in  August  on  the  basis  of 
a  60-cent  commutation  without  corresponding  August  income  to  pay  for  them. 

All  the  articles  purchased  in  August  were  for  special  diets,  the  larger  items  being 
5,454  gallons  of  milk  at  24  cents,  $1,308.96,  and  159,000  pounds  of  ice,  $397.50. 

There  is  no  doubt  of  the  ability  of  this  hospital  to  provide  every  delicacy  required 
for  its  sick  out  of  the  daily  allowance  of  60  cents  per  patient. 

Certain  delicacies  and  articles  of  special  diet  have  been  provided  for  the  sick  by 
a  Red  Cross  kitchen  established  under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Green.  Cus- 
tards, wine  jelly,  snow  pudding,  ice  cream,  and  other  delicacies  are  prepared  here 
and  issued  to  wards  on  the  order  of  the  ward  surgeons  or  of  the  nurses.  A  file  of 
these  slip  orders  from  each  ward  is  kept,  but  no  effort  has  been  made  by  consoli- 
dating them  to  show  the  total  amount  or  value  of  the  articles  provided,  or  their 
daily  average.  Mrs.  Green  stated  that  she  had  used  as  much  as  50  pounds  of 
chicken  and  40  pounds  of  beef  in  a  day,  and  as  many  as  140  eggs.  This  kitchen 
relieves  the  others  from  the  preparation  of  certain  special  articles,  but  there  is  no 
necessity  for  its  continuance  as  a  volunteer  relief  measure.  None  of  the  funds  of 
the  hospital  have  been  expended  for  its  support,  as  it  was  understood  to  owe  its 
establishment  and  continued  existence  to  Red  Cross  contributions;  but  the  hospital 
could  easily  assume  its  management  and  pay  its  expenses,  or  otherwise  provide  the 
special  articles  prepared  now  under  the  superintendence  of  Mrs.  Green. 

My  visit  to  the  kitchen  connected  with  the  hospital,  in  which  meals  are  served 
for  nurses,  took  place  shortly  after  the  midday  meal.  The  tables  had  been  cleared, 
and  the  attendants  were  in  the  act  of  cleaning  up  the  floor.  I  saw  the  room  under 
unfavorable  conditions,  but  failed  to  discover  anything  of  an  insanitary  character. 
It  is  difficult  to  keep  the  floor  of  this  room  as  clean  as  that  of  a  dining  room  in  a 
city  hospital,  as  dust  or  mud  is  brought  into  it  at  every  meal  by  those  who  come  to 
eat.     This  was  the  only  point  open  to  criticism. 

It  is  not  true  that  dishes  used  in  serving  typhoid  patients  are  washed  with  those 
in  which  nurses  and  others  are  served.  The  two  sets  of  dishes  are  kept  distinct 
before,  during,  and  after  washing.  There  is  no  ground  for  supposing  that  typhoid 
fever  has  been  propagated  among  nurses  by  any  insanitary  conditions  in  the  kitchen 
or  dining  room.  That  3  nurses  have  been  affected  with  fever  out  of  50  employed, 
is  much  rather  to  be  attributed  to  carelessness  of  infection  in  ward  service. 

It  is  true  that  attendants  upon  the  sick  deposit  the  dejecta  of  fever  patients  in 
close  proximity  to  the  hospital;  but  the  deposit  is  made  not  on  or  into  the  soil,  but 
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into  a  closet  basin  whence  it  is  immediately  flushed  into  the  sewers;  and  before 
being  so  deposited  the  dejecta  are  thoroughly  disinfected  with  carbolic  acid. 

In  view  of  an  expectation  of  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  patients,  prepared 
for  by  transforming  the  riding  hall  into  an  extensive  ward,  it  is  the  intention  to 
utilize  the  larger  kitchen  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  as  a  diet  kitchen  for  the 
convalescents  in  this  ward.  This  will,  of  course,  relieve  the  present  pressure  on 
the  kitchen  from  which  the  nurses  are  served,  and  this  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
best  method  of  utilizing  the  existing  facilities. 

I  discussed  these  points  with  Maj.  W.  B.  Davis,  the  surgeon  in  charge,  who  is 
fully  cognizant  of  all  the  sanitary  conditions  affecting  the  hospital,  and  I  feel  con- 
fident that  if  any  unfavorable  criticism  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  War 
Department  hereafter,  it  will  have  as  little  basis  in  fact  as  the  points  in  the  present 
memorandum. 

Respectfully,  Ch.  Smart, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


MR.  BERRY  CRITICISES  CAMP  MEADE. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  16,  1899. 
The  President  of  the  Commission  Investigating  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  copies  of — 
First.  Communication  of  J.  W.  Berry,  secretary  of  the  Jewell  County  Repub- 
lican Central  Committee,  September  19,  1898,  making  complaint  as  to  treatment 
and  lack  of  attention  of  surgeons  and  attendants  in  hospital  at  Camp  Meade,  Pa. , 
in  case  of  R.  B.  Peck,  Company  M,  Twenty-second  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second.  Indorsement  October  11,  1898,  of  Surg.  Jabez  N.  Jackson,  hospital 
Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Meade,  Pa. 

Third.  Indorsement  October  15,  1898,  of  Surg.  J.  K.  Cheaver,  of  the  same 
hospital. 

Fourth.  Indorsement  October  19,  1898,  of  M.  L.  Davis,  M.  D.,  medical  director 
of  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Fifth.  Letter  October  20  from  Private  R.  B.  Peck,  Company  M,  Twenty-second 
Kansas  Volunteers. 

These  papers  have  just  been  received  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
with  the  information  that  copies  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Berry,  whose  letter  was 
the  occasion  of  the  investigation. 

Copies  are  submitted  in  this  inclosure    as  the  original  documents  are  much 
frayed  by  the  many  hands  they  have  passed  through. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 


Jewell,  Kansas,  Sept.  19, 1898. 
Hon.  Russle  A.  Alger,  Sey  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  I  write  you  in  ref.  to  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  hospital  camp 
at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  or  Camp  Mead.  My  wife  has  a  borother  or  did  have 
a  brother  in  the  22  Kansas  "  College  Company  ",  Co.  M.  He  has  been  in  the  hos- 
pital since  Sept.  1st  at  Meadville  and  St.  Josephs'  hospital  Lancaster,  Pennsyl- 
vania. We  have  been  credibly  informed  from  sources  entirely  reliable  that  the 
Sisters  of  Charity  found  the  inmates  of  the  Camp  hospital  in  a  horrible  state, 
caused  by  the  criminal  negligence  carelessness  and  indifference  of  the  surgeons 
and  attendants,  that  R.  B.  Peck,  the  patient  in  question  was  found  delirious  and 
temperature  of  104£,  the  sun  shining  upon  his  unprotected  body — and  bare  face. 
We  are  informed  too  that  the  doctors  in  charge  of  these  men  were  so  impudent 
that  they  refused  to  furnish  any  data  relating  to  the  (50  cases)  several  cases  to  the 
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nurses  that  took  charge  of  the  unfortunates.  We  are  informed  to  that  the  friends 
of  this  particular  unfortunate,  must  bear  the  expense  of  a  private  room  in  the 
hospital  where  he  now  lies— in  a  very  critical  condition.  This  is  no  abuse  from  a 
"  yellow  "  source  but  facts  as  we  are  reluctently  compelled  to  accept  and  believe. 

Now  My  Dear  Alger-  This  attrocious  outrage  is  much  nearer  you  than  it  is  to 
us,  and  the  complaint  comes  from  a  lifelong  Republican  a  man  that  would  not 
use  nor  give  out  for  publication  the  facts  in  this  case  but  knowing  them  to  be  facts 
and  as  the  injury  comes  very  near  home— It  will  I  trust  recieve  your  attention 
without  red  tape. 

Is  there  something  wrong?    Where  is  it?    We  await  your  reply. 

J.  W.  Berry. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division  Hospital, 

Camp  Meade,  ra.,  October  11, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer,  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  with 
the  information  that  the  within  contents  are  without  foundation  in  fact  or  in  semblance,  but 
are  evidently  evictions  of  a  disordered  mind.  There  has  at  no  time  under  the  history  of  this 
camp  been  any  occasion  or  any  instance  of  neglect  of  proper  care  of  the  sick,  the  equipments 
having  been  satisfactory,  and  the  best  of  attendance.  The  sisters  of  the  St.  Joseph's  Hospital, 
who  are  credited  with  this  report  of  disorder,  have  never  been  within  the  confines  of  this  hos- 
pital nor  its  tents,  and  therefore  could  not  possibly  have  rendered  such  a  report.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  the  patient  may  have  been  delirious  and  with  the  temperature  stated;  it  is  char- 
acteristic of  many  typhoid  cases;  but  his  body  was  not  unprotected,  and  the  sun  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  shone  upon  his  face.  The  refusal  of  the  doctors  furnishing  data  of  the  case  probably 
refers  to  the  lack  of  descriptive  lists,  which  at  that  time  were  not  in  use  in  the  division  hos- 
pitals, which  were  considered  a  part  of  regimental  camps  instead  of  general  hospitals.  With 
reference  to  the  charge  for  a  private  room  in  the  hospital,  would  say  that  this  is  something 
beyond  our  authority;  but  if  such  charges  have  been  made  it  is  certainly  an  attempt  of  extortion 
on  the  part  of  the  hospital  authorities,  who  have  constantly  begged  for  patients  from  the  division 
hospitals,  whom  they  desired  to  care  for  gratuitously. 

Jabez  N.  Jackson, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division  Hospital,  Second  Army  Corps, 

October  15,  189S. 
Respectfully  returned  to  W.  H.  Simons  with  required  information.  R.  B.  Peck  was  admitted 
to  Second  Division  Hospital  September  5, 1898;  was  removed  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  September  5, 1898,  and  was  admitted  to  said  hospital  on  September  5, 1898.  He  was  sent  from 
here  as  a  typhoid  suspect.  As  for  his  stay  there  or  termination  of  case,  will  say  that  we  never 
received  any  information  as  to  whether  or  not  he  ever  left  there. 

J.  K.  Cheever, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers, 

In  Charge  Second  Division  Hospital,  Second  Army  Corps. 

October  19, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  general,  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Meade,  Pa., 
with  the  information  that  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  have  not  and  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  management  of  the  Second  Division  Hospital  or  of  the  treatment  of  the  sick 
there  and  have  never  expressed  an  opinion  or  made  remarks  reflecting  in  any  manner  upon  the 
officers  of  that  hospital.  R.  B.  Peck  was  admitted  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  September  5, 1898, 
with  typhoid  fever;  was  delirious,  and  proved  to  be  a  very  grave  case,  with  hemorrhages  deplet- 
ing so  as  to  require  transfusion  of  saline  sol.  He  was  kept  alive  one  week  by  saline  and  hypo- 
dermic injections.  His  recovery  has  been  slow,  and  he  is  still  in  bed.  His  brother  wrote  and 
requested  that  he  be  placed  in  a  private  room  and  offered  to  pay  any  reasonable  amount  for 
room  and  special  nurse.  No  money  was  demanded  or  requested  from  him  or  any  other  person 
for  the  care  and  treatment  of  R.  B.  Peck  or  any  other  soldier  by  this  hospital.  The  assertions 
made  are  without  foundation. 
I  inclose  herewith  a  statement,  voluntarily  made  by  R.  B.  Peck  after  reading  the  charges. 

M.  L.  Davis,  M.  D.,  Medical  Director. 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  October  20, 1898. 
I  can  positively  state  that  this  statement  is  false  and  without  foundation.    Since  I  have  been  in 
the  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  I  have  received  the  very  best  of  care  and  kindness  from  all  connected 
with  it.    I  was  at  the  division  hospital  one  day.    I  got  as  good  care  as  one  could  expect.    During 
my  first  sickness  at  camp  I  had  good  medical  treatment  and  care. 

Respectfully,  R.  b.  Peck. 


MIAMI    AND    JACKSONVILLE. 


BEPORTS,  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO  THE   MEDICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
SEVENTH  ARMY  CORPS,  MAX  GEN.  FITZHUGH  LEE,  COMMANDING. 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington.  July  23,  1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  a  copy  of  a  report  on  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  troops  at  Miami,  Fla.,  which  the  President  wishes  called  to  your  special 
attention. 

The  President  thinks  that  if  any  such  condition  exists  as  is  here  described,  imme- 
diate steps  should  be  taken  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  a  better  locality. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  Porter,  Secretary. 


[Copy  of  report.] 

Miami,  Fla.,  July  18, 1898. 
The  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  dated  July  18, 1898,  constituting  the  under- 
signed a  board  of  inquiry,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report, 
after  as  thorough  an  investigation  as  practicable  in  regard  to  the  cause  or  causes 
productive  of  the  numerous  acute  intestinal  affections  and  fevers  now  prevalent 
among  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  now  stationed  at 
Miami,  Fla. 

We  deem  the  water  now  supplied  to  the  troops  to  be  thoroughly  contaminated, 
infected,  and  too  dangerous  to  utilize  for  drinking  purposes.  This  applies  espe- 
cially to  the  Second  Brigade. 

The  camp  is  bounded  on  the  southern  and  western  sides  by  low,  marshy  lands 
covered  with  a  dense  vegetation  which  is  alternately  flooded  and  exposed  with  the 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  making  it  without  doubt  a  prolific  field  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  malarial  Plasmodium. 

Upon  extensive  investigation  among  the  negro  residents  in  this  locality,  we  find 
various  types  of  malarial  fevers  prevalent  from  time  to  time,  also  intestinal 
disorders. 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  water  furnished  to  a  large  portion  of  the  camp 
comes  from  a  tank  filled  from  a  large  surface  well,  near  which  numbers  of  sinks  of 
the  First  Alabama  and  First  Louisiana  were  formerly  located.  We  will  investi- 
gate this  matter  further. 

We  performed  an  autopsy  on  the  body  of  an  officer  of  the  Second  Louisiana  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  found  that  he  died  from  typhoid  fever. 

The  large  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  now  existing,  especially  in  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  convinces  us  that  the  water  is  the  principal  medium  through  which 
the  infection  is  conveyed. 

We  believe  that  the  excessive  labor  in  the  way  of  drills,  cleaning  grounds,  and 
other  duties  has  probably  added  to  the  number  of  sick. 
72 
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We  recommend  and  ask  that  the  regiments  now  here,  and  especially  those  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  be  moved  at  once  to  some  place  where  they  will  no  longer  be 
exposed  to  the  typhoid  and  malarial  poisons  existing  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

S.  S.  Peeples, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers, 

Second  Texas,  and  President  of  the  Board. 
Sidney  S.  Pugh, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Second  Alabama  Volunteers. 
J.  A.  Blanchard, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  First  Louisiana  Volunteers. 


[Telegram.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  25,  1898. 

Gen.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  Miami,  Fla.: 

The  President  sends  the  Secretary  of  War  a  report  signed  by  Surgeons  Peeples, 

Pugh,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Blanchard,  reporting — 

that  the  water  now  supplied  to  the  troops  is  thoroughly  contaminated,  infected,  and  too  dan- 
gerous to  utilize  for  drinking  purposes;  this  applies  especially  to  the  Second  Brigade.  The  camp 
is  bounded  on  the  southern  and  western  sides  by  low,  marshy  lands,  covered  with  a  dense  vege- 
tation which  is  alternately  flooded  and  exposed  with  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  making  it  with- 
out doubt  a  prolific  field  for  the  development  of  the  malarial  Plasmodium.  Upon  extensive 
investigation  among  the  negro  residents  in  this  locality,  we  find  var  ion  sty  pes  of  malarial  fevers 
prevalent  from  time  to  time;  also  intestinal  disorders.  We  have  been  informed  that  the  water 
furnished  to  a  large  portion  of  the  camp  comes  from  a  tank  filled  from  a  large  surface  well,  near 
which  numbers  of  sinks  of  the  First  Alabama  and  First  Louisiana  were  formerly  located. 

The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  report  by  telegraph  the  actual  condition 
of  the  health  of  your  command,  as  it  exists  to-day,  along  with  any  recommenda- 
tions that  in  your  judgment  will  be  for  the  comfort  and  tend  to  the  good  health  of 
the  troops. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 

[Telegram.] 

New  York,  July  22,  1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
I  understand  that  very  unfavorable  reports  have  reached  you  regarding  the 
sanitary  conditions,  as  well  as  discomforts  of  the  camp  at  Miami,  Fla.  If  not 
wholly  untrue  they  are  grossly  exaggerated,  and  I  ask  as  a  personal  favor  that  you 
suspend  adverse  judgment  until  return  to  Washington  of  Secretary  Bliss,  whom 
I  saw  yesterday,  and  who  is  thoroughly  posted. 

H.  M.  Flagler. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Camp  Cuba  Libre, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  24,  1898. 
General  Corbin, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  so  many  conflicting  reports  in  reference 
to  the  health  of  the  six  regiments  of  this  corps,  now  at  Miami,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major-General  Keifer,  and  because  the  sick  reports  from  that  command 
show  a  daily  increase,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  General  Sternberg,  Surgeon- 
General  of  the  Army,  be  requested  to  send  to  Miami  an  able  and  experienced 
officer  from  his  department  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting  upon 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  of  my  First  Division.  This  officer  should  be 
dispatched  promptly  and  quietly,  in  order  to  avoid  all  advice  and  suggestions 
from  the  agents  of  those  who  have  financial  interests  at  stake  or  the  agents  of 
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those  having  rival  interests.     The  report  of  this  officer  to  be  made  direct  to  the 
Surgeon-General. 

I  have  already  received  a  report  of  the  condition  there  from  the  chief  surgeon 
of  this  corps,  derived  from  personal  inspection,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose.  The 
reports,  however,  of  General  Keifer  and  his  division  surgeon  differ  in  some  impor- 
tant respects,  and  hence  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  the  above  suggestions. 
In  this  connection  I  append  herewith  copy  of  report  of  number  on  sick  list  from 
July  13  to  July  22,  both  inclusive;  also  reports  from  General  Keifer,  command- 
ing division;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Guild,  inspector-general  Seventh  Army  Corps, 
and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wood,  chief  commissary  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Camp  Cuba  Libre, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  2h,  1898. 

Report  of  sick  of  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  at  Miami,  Fla.,  for  July  18  to  22,  inclusive. 

Sick  in  quarters,  July  18-.- i 328 

Sick  in  hospital,  July  18 207 

Sick  in  quarters,  July  19 .... - - 429 

Sick  in  hospital,  July  19 -. 216 

Sick  in  quarters,  July  20. - - 524 

Sick  in  hospital,  July  20 - 229 

Sick  in  quarters,  July  21 628 

Sick  in  hospital,  July  21  _ 240 

Sick  in  quarters,  July  22.. , 506 

Sick  in  hospital,  July  22 266 

R.  E.  L.  Michie, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  22,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copies  of  reports  received  from  boards 
of  medical  officers  who  were  designated  by  me  to  examine  into  the  cause  or  causes 
productive  of  the  large  number  of  intestinal  affections  occurring  among  the  troops 
in  the  First  Division,  stationed  at  Miami;  also  board  to  examine  into  the  char- 
acter of  a  large  number  of  fevers  which  were  undergoing  treatment  in  the  division 
hospital  during  my  inspection  there,  which  were  designated  as  malarial,  but 
which  in  fact  had  every  appearance  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  officers  comprising  these  boards  were  selected  on  account  of  their  special 
fitness  and  ability  for  such  work,  and  I  believe  have  made  two  reports  which  are 
very  valuable  and  which  should  have  a  great  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  men. 

I  also  inclose  herewith  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Col.  E.  O.  Wood,  chief 
commissary,  who  made  notes  regarding  the  condition  of  the  water  during  his 
visit  to  Miami  recently;  also  extract  from  the  report  of  Col.  Curtis  Guild,  jr., 
inspector-general  of  the  corps,  who  likewise  made  certain  notes  regarding  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  with  special  reference  to  the  water  supply  and  the 
locality  of  the  division  hospital. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  corps  commander  forward  these  reports 
to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  with  my  special  report  to  him  on 
the  sanitary  condition  of  these  troops,  dated  July  18,  1898. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Maus, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
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[Extract  from  the  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Curtis  Guild,  inspector-general,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

dated  July  19,  1898. 

******* 
In  company  with  Major  Evans,  inspector-general  First  Division,  I  rode  np  a  line 
of  pipe  to  another  proposed  source  of  water  supply,  said  to  be  "a  spring"  near 
the  parade  ground  to  the  north  of  the  camp.  It  was  simply  a  sink  hole  fed  by  a 
sluggish  stream  and  full  .of  decayed  vegetable  matter.  I  approved  at  once  of 
Major  Evans's  decision  that  such  water  should  not  be  used. 

The  main  water  supply  comes  from  the  swamps  known  as  the  Everglades. 
Samples  tried  by  me  had  an  offensive  odor.  The  men  universally  believe  it,  as  it 
appears  to  be,  infected.  That  matter,  however,  being  investigated  by  the  chief 
surgeon,  is  not  properly  a  matter  for  this  report.  On  our  arrival  this  water  was 
distributed  by  pipes  laid  on  the  surface,  with  only  three  (sometimes  four)  faucets 
to  a  regiment.  The  water  was  consequently  hot,  unpalatable,  and  comparatively 
inaccessible,  encouraging  the  men  to  use  the  cooler  but  infected  water  of  the 
driven  wells. 

Since  our  visit  the  town  authorities  have  run  this  water  into  tanks  cooled 
with  ice. 

******* 

Division  hospital.— In  company  with  Major  Evans  I  inspected  the  site  of  the 
division  hospital.  The  tents  are  crowded  together  on  a  lot  covered  with  weeds  in 
the  middle  of  the  town.  Men  were  busy  filling  a  sink  hole  there,  which  I  was 
informed  by  Major  Evans  had  two  days  previous  been  covered  with  green  slime. 
Sinks  and  garbage  emitting  a  most  offensive  odor  surrounded  the  place,  which 
gets,  in  consequence,  little  pure  air.  The  men  in  quarters  sick  with  the  measles 
and  other  diseases  begged  me,  in  passing,  not  to  be  sent  to  this  place.  I  can  not 
comprehend  why  such  a  filthy  locality  should  ever  have  been  chosen  for  any  kind 
of  a  camp,  especially  for  a  hospital. 

******* 
A  true  copy: 
L.  M.  Maus, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon. 


[Extract  from  report  Inspector-General,  July  19,  1898.] 

Sick  report. 

Total  number  of  officers  and  men  sick  in  hospital  and  in  quarters,  as  furnished 
me  by  adjutants  on  day  of  inspection  from  regimental  records: 

FIRST  TEXAS. 

June27 .  33 

Ju|y  \- 100 

July  14 105 

FIRST  LOUISIANA. 

June  26 „ 1 

JuJy?. 53 

July  14 81 

FIRST  ALABAMA. 

This  regiment  has  a  post  exchange.    Beer  is  freely  used. 
Arrival 92 

Ju}y?- - .::.::::::;;::::  115 

July  16 70 

SECOND  TEXAS. 

June  27 : 13 

July  7 77 

July  15 _.  109 
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SECOND  LOUISIANA. 

June  29 89 

July  8 _ - 115 

July  15 147 

SECOND  ALABAMA. 

June  30 - - 16 

July  9 84 

July  16 98 

CONSOLIDATED   SICK. 

Date  of  arrival 256 

One  week  before  inspection .. 544 

Day  of  inspection 616 

MIAMI,  FIRST   DIVISION— SIX   REGIMENTS. 

Total  present  Saturday,  July  16 7,165 

Total  sick 616 

Per  cent 8.73 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  sick  figures  were  taken  on  July  14,  15,  16,  so  that 
this  percentage  is  approximate. 

The  total  sick  on  July  16  of  the  First  Alabama,  taken  from  the  morning  report 
of  the  adjutant  and  signed  by  him,  is  76.  According  to  the  return  sent  to  corps 
headquarters  it  is  68. 

The  total  sick  for  July  15,  on  signed  report  by  Colonel  Wood,  in  the  Second 
Louisiana  is  147;  on  corps  headquarters  return,  56. 

JACKSONVILLE,   SECOND   DIVISION— NINE  REGIMENTS. 

Total  present  July  16 11  294 

Total  sick  July  16 V.V." .'."'.'.'.""'". """""""."."      '466 

Per  cent 4. 1 


[Extract  from  report  of  Lieut.  Col.  O.  E.  Wood,  chief  commissary,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  bearing 

date  of  July  21, 1898.] 

******* 

In  concluding  my  report  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  speak  on  a  subject  intimately 
connected  with  the  subsistence  of  the  troops,  although  it  belongs  more  properly 
to  the  Medical  Department. 

This  is  the  question  of  the  water  supply  in  the  camp  at  Miami.  Pipes  have 
been  laid  on  the  ground  connecting  with  the  water  supply  of  the  little  town  of 
Miami,  through  which  the  water  is  brought  from  the  Everglades. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  extremely  high  temperature  of  the  water  owing  to  the 
direct  rays  of  a  semitropical  sun  on  the  pipes,  the  water  is  about  the  color  of  Mis- 
souri River  water  and  has  a  taste  of  wood  and  vegetable  matter  that  can  not  help 
but  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  health  of  the  troops.  To  offset  this  the  troops  them- 
selves have  driven  wells  close  to  the  company  kitchens,  and  this  water,  while 
clearer  in  color,  is  daily  contaminated  by  the  slops  and  dish  and  wash  water 
thrown  on  the  ground,  which  finds  its  way  down  only  to  be  pumped  up  again. 

To  use  either  water  seems  to  be  a  choice  of  two  evils— malaria  or  typhoid  fever— 
and  I  would  most  earnestly  recommend  that  the  troops  of  the  First  Division  be 
moved  away  from  Miami,  where  the  sick  list  is  already  amazingly  large  and  daily 
increasing. 

******* 

A  true  copy: 
L.  M.  Maus, 

lAeutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Chief  Surgeon.  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  dated  July  18, 1898,  constituting  the  under- 
signed a  board  of  inquiry,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report, 
after  as  thorough  an  investigation  as  practicable,  in  regard  to  the  cause  or  causes 
productive  of  the  numerous  acute  intestinal  affections  and  fevers  now  prevalent 
among  the  troops  of  the  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  now  stationed  at 
Miami,  Fla. 

We  deem  the  water  now  supplied  to  the  troops  to  be  thoroughly  contaminated, 
infected,  and  too  dangerous  to  utilize  for  drinking  purposes.  This  applies  espe- 
cially to  the  Second  Brigade. 

The  camp  is  bounded  on  the  southern  and  western  sides  by  low  marshy  lands 
covered  with  a  dense  vegetation,  which  is  alternately  flooded  and  exposed  with 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  making  it  without  doubt  a  prolific  field  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  malarial  Plasmodium. 

Upon  extensive  investigation  among  the  negro  residents  in  this  locality,  we  find 
types  of  malarial  fevers  prevalent  from  time  to  time;  also  intestinal  disorders. 

We  have  been  informed  that  the  water  furnished  to  a  large  portion  of  the  camp 
comes  from  a  tank  filled  from  a  large  surface  well  near  which  numbers  of  sinks 
of  the  First  Alabama  and  First  Louisiana  were  formerly  located.  (We  will  inves- 
tigate this  matter  further. ) 

We  performed  an  autopsy  on  the  body  of  an  officer  of  the  Second  Louisiana 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  found  that  he  died  from  typhoid  fever. 

The  large  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  now  existing,  especially  in  the  Sec- 
ond Brigade,  convinces  us  that  the  water  is  the  principal  medium  through  which 
the  infection  is  conveyed. 

We  believe  that  the  excessive  labor,  in  the  way  of  drills,  cleaning  grounds,  and 
other  duties,  has  probably  added  to  the  number  of  sick. 

We  recommend  and  ask  that  the  regiments  now  here,  and  especially  those  of 
the  Second  Brigade,  be  moved  at  once  to  some  place  where  they  will  no  longer  be 
exposed  to  the  typhoid  and  malarial  poisons  existing  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

S.  S.  Peeples, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers, 

Second  Texas,  and  President  of  the  Board. 
Sidney  S.  Pugh, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Second  Alabama  Volunteers. 
J.  A.  Blanchard, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  First  Louisiana  Volunteers. 
A  true  copy: 

L.  M.  Maus, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Division  Hospital,  Camp  Miami,  Fla.,  July  20, 1898. 
The  Chief  Surgeon  of  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Sir:  The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a  board  to  investigate  the  charac- 
ter and  causation  of  the  fevers  now  undergoing  treatment  in  the  division  hospital 
here,  per  your  order  of  July  16,  1898,  have  the  honor  to  report,  that,  after  a  close 
clinical  examination,  we  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  the  fever  that  is  so 
prevalent  here  is  typhoid,  there  being  now  in  hospital  50  well-developed  cases  of 
this  fever.  There  is  also  quite  a  number  of  quotidian  and  tertian  types  of  malarial 
fever. 

As  to  the  causation  of  this  typhoid  fever,  from  the  best  means  we  have  at  hand 
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and  from  the  telegraphic  reports  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  of 
specimens  of  water  subjected  to  analysis  by  Professor  Archinard  and  Metz, 
of  New  Orleans,  and  having  recently  ascertained  that  the  water  for  the  Second 
Brigade  is  all  surface  water,  pumped  from  a  surface  well  not  100  feet  away  from 
the  old  sinks  used  by  the  First  Alabama  Regiment,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
source  of  infection  is  this  water. 

We  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  some  malarial  fever  originates  here  in  this 
camp,  there  being,  especially  in  the  Second  Brigade,  conditions  conducive  to  its 
development,  viz,  decayed  vegetable  matter,  much  rain,  and  much  stirring  and 
agitation  of  the  soil,  and  the  men  sleeping  on  the  ground. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  J.  Archinard, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  President. 
W.  N.  Vilas, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Member. 
T.  T.  Jackson, 
First  Lieutenant,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Recorder. 
A  true  copy: 

L.  M.  Maus, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Corps. 


Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  July  18,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  35,  current  series,  Headquarters 
Seventh  Army  Corps,  July  11 ,  1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  pursuance  with  above-mentioned  order,  I  left  for  Miami,  the  station  of  the 
First  Division  of  this  corps,  July  13  and  returned  on  the  loth  instant,  making  a 
thorough  insection  of  the  medical  department  of  that  command,  as  well  as  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  troops  there. 

I  find  that  the  encampment  is  located  a  short  distance  outside  of  the  city,  on  a 
rough  tract  of  ground  of  coralline  formation.  The  troops  are  fairly  well  supplied 
with  tentage  and  cooking  utensils,  and  appear  to  keep  their  ground  well  policed. 

In  the  First  Brigade  the  night  soil  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  troughs  erected  in 
the  center  of  the  street,  which  are  kept  constantly  flushed  and  emptied  into  the 
ocean.  The  night  soil  of  the  Second  Brigade  is  deposited  in  galvanized  tubs, 
which  are  taken  away  daily,  and  are  likewise  emptied  into  the  ocean.  In  a  few 
instances  I  found  that  pits  had  been  dug.  These,  however,  are  principally  for  the 
use  of  the  officers,  but  owing  to  the  corralline  formation  of  the  ground  are  difficult 
to  dig,  usually  requiring  blasting. 

The  water  supply  for  the  troops  is  derived  from  two  sources— driven  wells  and 
the  city  water.  About  16  wells  have  been  driven  for  each  regiment  to  a  depth  of 
from  18  to  21  feet  below  the  surface.  I  find  this  water  to  be  quite  turbid,  con- 
taining a  large  earthy  deposit,  which  quickly  settles  to  the  bottom  of  the  vessel. 
It  has  a  disagreeable  taste,  an  offensive  odor,  and,  in  my  opinion,  contains  a  large 
percentage  of  organic  and  vegetable  matter.  The  source  of  this  water,  in  my 
opinion,  is  from  surface  drainage. 

The  other  water  supply  consists  of  water  piped  to  the  camp  from  the  city  system, 
which  comes  from  an  open  lake  in  the  Everglades,  about  4  miles  distant.  This 
water  supply  was  highly  colored  during  my  visit,  offensive  in  taste,  and  possessed 
a  disagreeable  odor.    The  Miami  people  claim  that  the  everglade  water  is  whole- 
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some.  This  may  be  the  case  in  winter,  but  is  very  doubtful  during  the  summer, 
which  is  the  rainy  reason.  The  basin  from  which  the  everglade  water  is  taken  is 
grown  up  with  tall  grass  and  rank  vegetation,  and  is  the  natural  drainage  for  a 
large  territory  containing  tropical  growth.  The  high  color  of  this  water  was 
unquestionably  due  to  the  recent  rains. 

The  percentage  of  sick  in  this  command  was  unusually  large,  there  being  about 
600  men  regularly  on  sick  report  undergoing  treatment,  and  as  many  more  com- 
plaining, but  not  on  the  sick  report.  I  found  that  a  large  number  of  these  cases 
consisted  of  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  a  low  form  of  fever,  probably  malarial  in 
nature,  which  large  percentage  of  sickness  is  due  to  the  bad  water  supply;  other- 
wise Miami  seems  to  possess  good  sanitary  conditions.  There  is  a  universal 
opinion  on  the  part  of  officers  and  men  of  that  command  that  the  water  supply 
is  the  cause  of  all  this  illness,  and  in  a  number  of  instances  I  find  that  they 
abstain  from  its  use,  relying  upon  tea,  coffee,  or  boiled  water.  Owing  to  expo- 
sure to  the  sun's  rays,  the  everglade  water  is  much  warmer  than  that  from  the 
driven  wells,  and  consequently  the  men  have  been  using  the  latter  very  largely. 
In  a  number  of  instances  I  found  that  the  company  commanders  and  colonels  of 
regiments  had  ordered  that  the  pump  handles  be  taken  out  of  these  wells,  believ- 
ing that  the  water  was  pernicious  to  the  men.  I  selected  specimen  from  a  driven 
well  in  each  of  the  regiments,  one  from  the  city  system,  and  one  from  a  spring 
about  400  yards  west  of  the  camp,  which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Surgeon- 
General  for  analysis.  I  believe  the  result  of  this  analysis  will  show  that  a  large 
percentage  of  sickness  is  due  to  the  water  supply.  Should  this  be  the  case,  and  a 
filter  system  be  impracticable,  in  my  opinion  it  will  become  necessary  to  remove 
these  troops  to  a  place  where  they  can  enjoy  better  water  supply. 

The  division  hospital  is  located  on  a  vacant  lot  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  is  unsuitable  and  unsanitary.  I  expressed  this  opinion  to  the 
chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  and  have  taken  steps  to  have  it  removed  to  a  more 
favorable  site  outside  of  the  city.  Among  the  sick  were  about  70  cases  of  measles, 
which  can  not  be  properly  isolated  from  the  remainder  of  the  sick,  owing  to  the 
contracted  nature  of  the  hospital  grounds.  The  hospital  is  fairly  supplied  with 
tentage,  folding  cots,  medicines,  and  other  supplies  necessary  to  care  for  the  sick 
of  a  division  under  ordinary  circumstances. 

The  medical  officers  are  an  intelligent  body  of  men,  and  well  qualified  profes- 
sionally for  their  duties,  but  have  not  been  properly  instructed  in  their  adminis- 
trative and  official  duties.  Very  few  of  the  medical  officers  are  making  out  their 
proper  official  reports.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  daily  morning  report  of 
sick  for  the  regimental  adjutant,  the  monthly  sanitary  reports,  and  the  proper 
recording  of  their  cases  on  the  register  of  sick  and  wounded.  In  one  of  the  regi- 
ments I  found  that  the  daily  morning  sick  report  had  been  sent  in  up  to  June  16, 
from  which  time  it  was  discontinued.  In  another  instance  it  was  sent  in  unsigned. 
Very  few  of  these  medical  officers  are  keeping  a  register  of  sick  and  wounded, 
and  consequently  great  confusion  will  arise  in  making  out  the  necessary  report  to 
the  Surgeon-General  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  monthly  sanitary  reports, 
which  are  so  requisite,  are  not  made  out  at  all  on  the  proper  blanks.  One  medical 
officer  informed  me  that  he  had  made  his  out  on  legal  cap,  and  had  not  sent  it 
through  official  channels.  These  medical  officers  require  instruction  in  their 
official  duties,  and  a  school  for  this  purpose  should  be  organized  by  the  chief  sur- 
geon of  the  division,  or  he  should  himself  give  them  such  instructions  as  is  neces- 
sary from  day  to  day  until  they  are  conversant  with  these  necessary  duties. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  Maus, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
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Headquarters  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Miami,  Fla.,  July  17,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

My  Dear  Sir:  There  is  nothing  new  to  report  of  importance.  The  longer  I 
remain  here  and  the  better  acquainted  I  become  with  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
division  the  better  I  am  pleased  with  the  entire  command.  A  finer  body  of  officers 
and  soldiers  can  not  be  found. 

The  camps  were  very  difficult  to  make,  the  ground  being  covered  with  palmettos, 
rough,  stony,  etc.,  but  after  much  work  they  are  very  good,  and  they  do  not  seem 
to  be  liable  to  become  wet  or  otherwise  disagreeable  to  occupy. 

The  water  question  here  as  elsewhere  has  been  of  first  concern.  I  found  the 
camp  supplied  with  hydrant  water  by  pipes  from  what  is  called  a  spring,  4  miles 
from  the  town,  near  the  head  of  the  Miami  River  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Everglades.  The  general  judgment  is  that  the  water  thus  supplied  is  pure.  The 
surgeons  seem  to  agree  upon  this.  I,  accompanied  by  Generals  Wheaton  and 
Gordon,  visited  on  yesterday  the  spring  and  source  of  this  water  supply,  but  we 
could  not  reach  an  independent  judgment  as  to  the  purity  of  the  water.  Resi- 
dents who  have  been  using  this  water  for  two  years  or  more  claim  no  malaria  or 
other  disease  originates  from  its  use.  I  found  all  the  camps  supplied  also  with 
wells,  from  which  an  abundance  of  apparently  good  water  was  obtained.  I  think 
this  well  water  was  good,  but.  in  spite  of  all  precaution,  it  is  liable  to  become  con- 
taminated through  the  rains  on  the  surface  of  the  camp  soaking  through  the  por- 
ous coral  limestone  rock  peculiar  to  this  place.  The  men  would  drink  the  well 
water  because  it  was  cooler  than  that  in  the  pipes.  Yesterday  I  ordered  the  total 
discontinuance  of  the  use  of  the  well  water  for  drinking  purposes,  the  pumps  to 
be  removed  if  necessary  to  secure  an  obedience  of  the  order. 

We  now  have  a  water  tank  in  each  regiment  in  which  ice  is  kept,  thus  supplying 
cold  water  for  drinking.  The  drainage  and  police  of  the  camps  will  soon  be  excep- 
tionally good.  To  get  good  drainage,  drilling  and  blasting  rock  have  been  resorted 
to  in  places.  This  work  has  been  about  completed.  After  the  great  amount  of 
work  done  the  troops  are  proud  of  their  camps. 

The  drills  have  been  kept  up  and  great  progress  has  been  made.  I  have  reduced 
the  time  of  the  drills  somewhat,  especially  in  the  middle  part  of  the  day.  It  is, 
however,  a  serious  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  drill  should  be  had  when  the 
sun  shines  or  is  liable  to  shine  rather  than  early  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the  day. 

The  sick  in  hospital  and  quarters  is  daily  materially  decreasing.  There  are  but 
eight  typhoid  Cases,  and  the  surgeons  here  say  they  contracted  the  disease  before 
reaching  here.  But  for  the  large  number  of  cases  of  measles  our  sick  list  would 
be  short. 

This  should  be  a  healthful  place,  as  generally  there  is  a  fine  breeze  from  the 
ocean,  necessarily  giving  us  the  purest  of  air  to  breathe. 

I  still  get  rumors  and  reports,  unofficially,  that  a  Massachusetts  and  a  New  York 
regiment  are  to  be  sent  me  "very  soon,"  and  now  a  rumor  comes  that  Col.  Wil- 
liam Jennings  Bryan  is  ordered  here  from  Nebraska  with  his  regiment.  The 
papers,  however,  say  Bryan  is  ordered  to  you  at  Jacksonville. 

Please  give  ine  the  earliest  possible  notice  of  any  regiments  you  learn  are  ordered 
here,  as  I  must  prepare  for  them.  We  have  already  been  doing  something  in  the 
way  of  preparing  new  camps. 

I  regret  I  can  not  see  and  confer  with  you  personally  as  to  my  command. 

I  expect  you  will  be  able  to  visit  me  and  the  division  soon.  I  will  do  my  best  to 
make  you  comfortable  and  the  command  will  be  delighted  to  see  you,  etc.  You 
can  review  the  division. 
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I  think  this  is  the  best  possible  place  in  the  United  States  to  prepare  troops  for 
service  in  Cuba  or  Porto  Rico. 
Remember  me  to  Mrs.  Lee,  who  I  understand  is  now  with  you. 
Yours,  with  the  highest  esteem, 

J.  Warren  Keifer. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  Inspector-General, 
Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  19,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  35, 
current  series,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  July  11,  1898,  I  proceeded  to 
Miami,  Fla.,  and  inspected  there  the  six  regiments  assigned  to  the  First  Division, 
Seventh  Army  Corps.     The  regulation  reports  accompany  this  special  report. 

The  regiments  are  encamped  on  a  line  reaching  inland  from  Bay  Biscayne, 
between  the  railroad  station  and  the  Royal  Palm  Hotel,  in  the  following  order: 

First  Brigade:  First  Texas,  First  Louisiana,  First  Alabama.  Second  Brigade: 
Second  Texas,  Second  Louisiana,  Second  Alabama. 

The  First  Brigade  lies  to  the  west  of  the  street  toward  the  town;  the  Second 
Brigade  east  of  the  street  and  away  from  the  town. 

The  town  contains  but  a  trifle  over  2,000  inhabitants.  There  are  no  wholesale 
stores,  and  the  whole  place  is  but  little  developed,  a  sewer  discharging  directly 
into  the  bay  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  flank  of  the  First  Texas. 

We  found  driven  wells  at  the  foot  of  well-nigh  every  company  street,  within  10 
or  12  feet  of  the  kitchens.  The  surface  drainage  from  garbage  and  soiled  clothes 
washed  by  the  men  drained  directly  by  seepage  into  these  wells,  which  were  at 
once  ordered  discontinued  by  the  chief  surgeon.  Orders  to  that  effect  were  pro- 
mulgated and  their  use  discontinued,  with  good  results,  as  the  number  of  sick 
showed  a  slight  decrease  immediately. 

In  company  with  Major  Evans,  inspector-general,  First  Division,  I  rode  up  a 
line  of  pipe  to  another  proposed  source  of  water  supply,  said  to  be  "  a  spring,"  near 
the  parade  ground  to  the  north  of  the  camp.  It  was  simply  a  sink  hole  fed  by  a 
sluggish  stream  and  full  of  decaying  vegetable  matter.  I  approved  at  once  Major 
Evans's  decision  that  such  water  should  not  be  used. 

The  main  water  supply  comes  from  the  swamps  known  as  the  Everglades. 
Samples  tried  by  me  had  an  offensive  odor.  The  men  universally  believe  it,  as  it 
appears  to  be,  infected.  That  matter,  however,  being  investigated  by  the  chief 
surgeon,  is  not  properly  a  matter  for  this  report.  On  our  arrival  this  water  was 
distributed  by  pipes  laid  on  the  surface,  with  only  three,  sometimes  four,  faucets 
to  a  regiment.  The  water  was  consequently  hot,  unpalatable,  and  comparatively 
inaccessible,  encouraging  the  men  to  use  the  cooler  but  infected  water  of  the 
driven  wells. 

Since  our  visit  the  town  authorities  have  run  this  water  into  tanks  cooled 
with  ice. 

Drainage.— The  ground  is  flat,  with  little  or  no  natural  slope.  There  is  no  soil 
worth  mentioning,  the  formation  being  coral  rock.  Dirty  water,  therefore,  stands 
in  pools  until  it  soaks  through  the  surface.  Since  our  arrival  the  town  authorities 
have  been  sinking  trenches  to  drain  the  surface,  a  matter  of  considerable  difficulty, 
owing  to  the  character  of  the  formation. 

Sanitary. — The  First  Brigade  is  now  provided  with  sinks,  consisting  of  a  long 
trough  properly  screened,  lined  with  galvanized  iron  and  flushed  out  at  regular 
intervals  by  running  water.    A  sentry  enforces  this.    The  gradient  is,  however, 
7833 6 
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very  slight,  and  the  whole  of  this  night  soil  flows  into  the  bay  at  the  right  flank  of 
the  division. 

The  Second  Brigade  has  screened  sinks.  There  being  no  soil,  only  rock,  the 
nsual  methods  of  disposal  are  impossible.  The  night  soil  and  urine  are  therefore 
deposited  in  iron  tubs,  collected  and  emptied  twice  daily.  The  odor  is  naturally 
very  offensive  and  more  or  less  matter  is  spilled  on  the  rocky  surface  during  the 
collection.     It  seems,  however,  the  only  possible  disposition  of  it. 

The  kitchen  refuse  is  collected  in  most  of  regiments  twice,  in  all  at  least  once, 
daily,  and  carried  to  the  city  dump.  There  is  no  crematory.  I  recommended  each 
commanding  officer  not  already  doing  so  to  remove  garbage  at  least  twice  daily. 

Drill  grounds.— The  parade  ground,  a  broad  field  sufficiently  large  for  the  review 
of  a  parade  in  line  of  masses,  is  about  U  miles  to  the  north  of  the  camp.  On  the 
day  I  inspected  it  the  entire  surface  was  from  1  to  2  inches  under  water.  March- 
ing forward  and  back  consumes  much  of  the  energy  of  the  men. 

Extended  order  drill  is  carried  on  in  the  woods  and  field  about  the  camp.  The 
terrane  is  very  trying,  being  simply  a  plain  of  coral  bowlders,  covered  with  pal- 
metto scrub.  The  sharp  rocks  cut  the  shoes  and  clothing  of  the  troops  and  they 
get  constant  falls,  the  rough  rocks  being  concealed  by  the  palmetto.  The  use  of 
a  horse,  except  with  the  greatest  circumspection,  is  impossible.  Company  drills 
are  held  on  the  fine,  smooth  streets  of  the  city. 

Personnel  and  drill— The  men  are  individually  a  fine  lot,  with  an  unusual  num- 
ber of  tall,  broad-chested  men.  The  drill  in  extended  order  is  well  understood.  I 
desire  to  recommend  for  praise  and  promotion  Capt.  Benjamin  Alvord,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  First  Division.  His  efforts  to  bring  the  command  to  a  high  con- 
dition of  efficiency  have  been  well  seconded  by  the  regimental  commanders.  I 
respectfully  recommend  the  immediate  distribution  of  the  recently  printed  abstract 
of  guard  duty.  The  men  are  well  posted  as  to  the  duties  of  sentinels,  but  few 
have  memorized  the  general  orders.  The  general  commanding  has  recently  very 
wisely  shortened  the  drill  hours.  The  courtesy  is  excellent  throughout  the  camp. 
Company  headquarters  are  generally  short  of  the  necessary  books,  notably  of  rosters, 
but  the  first  sergeants  have  improvised  substitutes.  The  clothing  accounts  are  in 
very  few  instances  brought  down  to  date. 

Equipment. — The  command  has  one  blue  shirt,  blue  blouse,  campaign  hat, 
trousers,  and  leggings.  The  shoes  issued  to  the  Second  Texas  are  of  vile  quality 
and  worn-out  with  the  coral  rock.  The  trousers  issued  are  largely  the  dark  blue 
cotton  warp,  billed  to  the  men  at  $2.30,  a  very  high  price  for  an  inferior  article 
that  rips  and  tears  easily.  The  ordnance  equipment  is  well  kept,  but  the  rifles 
are  largely  old  1873  Springfields.  The  belts  issued  are  mostly  fair  leather.  They 
will  not  hold  cartridges  well,  and  speedily  deteriorate  in  rainy  weather.  There 
is  the  lack  noted  in  every  command  in  the  Volunteer  Army  of  enough  canteens 
and  haversacks,  etc. 

Division  hospital. — In  company  with  Major  Evans,  I  inspected  the  site  of  the 
division  hospital.  The  tents  are  crowded  together  on  a  lot  covered  with  weeds  in 
the  middle  of  the  town.  Men  were  busy  filling  a  sink  hole  there,  which  I  was 
informed  by  Major  Evans  had  two  days  previous  been  covered  with  green  slime. 
Sinks  and  garbage,  emitting  a  most  offensive  odor,  surrounded  the  place,  which 
gets  in  consequence  little  pure  air.  The  men  in  quarters  sick  with  measles  and 
other  diseases  begged  me  in  passing  not  to  be  sent  to  this  place.  I  can  not  com- 
prehend why  such  a  filthy  locality  should  ever  have  been  chosen  for  any  kind  of 
a  camp,  especially  for  a  hospital. 

This  command  was  unloaded,  after  a  three  days'  train  ride,  in  a  series  of  rough 
patches  of  palmetto  scrub,  covering  fields  of  coral  bowlders.  The  labor  of  clean- 
ing this  abominable  terrane  was  most  exhausting,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
the  various  regimental  commanders.  The  improvement  of  the  real  estate  by  the 
troops  by  cleaning  this  wild  land  of  rocks  and  palmetto  growth  has  been  very 
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great.  It  has  been  accomplished,  however,  at  the  expense  of  the  men,  who  during 
this  exhausting  labor  were  not  even  provided  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  proper 
drinking  water.  The  headquarters  of  the  division,  in  a  cocoanut  grove  in  the 
midst  of  the  city  park,  are  charmingly  located.  The  division  staff  messes  at  the 
Royal  Palm  Hotel. 

The  town  authorities  were,  however,  utterly  unprepared  to  receive  so  large  a 
body  of  men,  and  the  conditions,  though  vastly  improved,  are  still  far  from  what 
they  should  be.  The  men  have  suffered  severely  from  this  experiment.  Their 
popular  name  for  the  camp  is  "Camp  Hell." 

As  even  Mr.  Flagler's  agent,  Mr.  McDonald,  does  not  claim  that  vessels  draw- 
ing over  13  feet  of  water  (a  very  liberal  estimate)  can  enter  the  bay  and  reach  the 
pier,  it  will  be  seen  that  these  troops  must  be  taken  away  at  some  time  to  some 
point  where  they  can  be  embarked.  Most  supplies  must  be  hauled  to  them  over  a 
single  railroad  with  no  competitors.  There  is,  therefore,  likely  to  be  powerful 
local  opposition  to  their  removal.  I  would,  however,  respectfully  recommend 
that  they  be  moved  at  once  to  a  point  where  the  water  is  above  suspicion;  where 
seagoing  transports  can  be  brought  within  reach  of  the  troops;  where  drill  can  be 
accomplished  without  injury  to  the  men  and  horses,  and  where  the  transportation 
problem  is  not  at  the'mercy  of  a  single  railroad. 

I  respectfully  inclose  copy  of  report  of  board  of  survey  in  regard  to  shoes  issued 
to  Second  Texas,  and  progressive  sick  report  handed  me  by  adjutants  of  the  differ- 
ent regiments,  the  dates  taken  being  the  date  of  inspection,  a  week  previous  and 
on  the  day  of  arrival  at  Miami. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  Chief  Commissary, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  21,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  action  under  Special 
Orders,  No.  35,  Paragraph  I,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  of  July  11, 1898: 

Left  Jacksonville  July  13,  9.20  a.  m.,  and  arrived  at  Miami,  Fla.,  11  p.  m.,  same 
date.  Reported  to  Maj.  Gen.  J.  Warren  Keifer,  commanding  First  Division,  Sev- 
enth Corps,  and  showed  him  my  orders. 

Maj.  J.  M.  Moody,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  the  division  commissary,  and  in 
addition  to  his  clerk  he  has  Com.  Sergt.  James  Hannigan,  United  States  Army, 
who  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  Major  Moody,  who  has  had  no  previous 
experience  whatever  as  commissary.  Capt.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  commissary,  United 
States  Volunteers,  is  brigade  commissary  of  the  First  Brigade.  There  is  no  bri- 
gade commissary  in  the  Second  Brigade  at  present. 

The  division  reached  Miami  from  Mobile,  Ala. ,  with  ten  days'  field  rations,  which 
carried  them  to  July  15,  and  in  addition  Major  Moody  informed  me  that  he  had 
brought  twenty-five  days'  rations  complete,  which  at  date  of  my  inspection  had 
remained  untouched. 

Inspected  critically  the  commissary  department  of  the  entire  division  and  visited 
every  company  mess  and  kitchen  (78  in  all)  on  the  14th  instant.  They  had  been 
receiving  fresh  meat  very  irregularly,  and  very  few  fresh  vegetables,  but  I  arranged 
that  in  future  they  will  receive  fresh  meat  and  fresh  vegetables  daily.  As  a  rule, 
I  found  very  good  cooks,  and,  furthermore,  ascertained  that  they  had  learned  how  to 
use  the  ration  economically  and  to  the  best  advantage.    Every  mess  is  equipped 
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with  Buzzacott  ovens  and  sufficient  mess  furniture.  The  division  commissary 
has  also  established  a  store  for  the  sale  of  subsistence  stores  to  the  officers  and 
enlisted  men  for  cash. 

Capt.  A.  D.  Niskern,  commissary  of  subsistence,  United  States  Army,  has 
recently  arrived  in  Miami,  and  is  to  establish  a  commissary  depot  there,  thus 
relieving  Major  Moody,  the  division  commissary,  of  a  large  part  of  his  work. 

Since  my  return  here  I  have  telegraphed  the  Commissary- General  to  have  six 
field  ovens  shipped  to  Miami,  so  that  the  troops  there  can  bake  their  own  fresh 
bread  daily. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  speak  on  a  subject  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  subsistence  of  the  troops,  although  it  belongs  more  properly  to  the 
Medical  Department.  This  is  the  question  of  the  water  supply  in  the  camps  at 
Miami.  Pipes  have  been  laid  on  the  ground  connecting  with  the  water  supply  of 
the  little  town  of  Miami,  through  which  the  water  is  brought  from  the  Everglades. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  extremely  high  temperature  of  the  water,  owing  to  the  direct 
rays  of  a  semitcopical  sun  on  the  pipes,  the  water  is  about  the  color  of  Missouri 
River  water,  and  has  a  taste  of  wood  and  vegetable  matter  that  can  not  help  but 
have  a  bad  effect  on  the  health  of  the  troops.  To  offset  this,  the  troops  themselves 
have  driven  wells  close  to  the  company  kitchens,  and  this  water,  while  clearer  in 
color,  is  daily  contaminated  by  the  slops  and  dish  and  wash  water  thrown  on  the 
gijound,  which  finds  its  way  down,  only  to  be  pumped  up  again.  To  use  either 
water  seems  to  be  simply  a  choice  of  two  evils — malaria  or  typhoid  fever — and 
I  would  most  earnestly  recommend  that  the  troops  of  the  First  Division  be  moved 
away  from  Miami,  where  the  sick  list  is  already  amazingly  large  and  daily  increas- 
ing. 

I  left  Miami  at  5.30  a.  m.,  July  15,  and  returned  to  my  post  of  duty  (Jacksonville) 
at  7  p.m.,  same  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  Wood, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary,  Seventh  Corps. 


Sick  report. 

Total  number  of  officers  and  men  sick  in  hospital  and  in  quarters,  as  furnished 
me  by  adjutants  on  day  of  inspection,  from  regimental  records: 

FIRST  TEXAS. 

June  27 33 

July  7 10o 

July  H 105 

FIRST  LOUISIANA. 

June  26.. 13 

July  7 """!".!."""""  53 

July  1* 81 

FIRST  ALABAMA. 

This  regiment  has  a  post  exchange.    Beer  is  freely  used. 

Arrival 93 

July  9 """".""  115 

July  16 76 

SECOND  TEXAS. 

June  27 13 

July  7 77 

July  15 .".""""!".]."  109 

SECOND  LOUISIANA. 

June  29 89 

Julys "."!!"™;™7.!"".""  115 

July  15 147 
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SECOND   ALABAMA. 

June  30. - 16 

July  9 84 

July  16 98 

CONSOLIDATED  SICK. 

Date  of  arrival 355 

One  week  before  inspection - 544 

Day  of  inspection - - -.      616 

MIAMI,  FIRST  DIVISION— SIX  REGIMENTS. 

Total  present  Saturday,  July  16 - - —  7,165 

Total  sick - -- - ----      616 

Percent - - 8.73 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  sick  figures  were  taken  on  July  14, 15, 16,  so  that 
this  percentage  is  approximate. 

The  total  sick  on  July  16  of  the  First  Alabama,  taken  from  the  morning  report 
of  the  adjutant  and  signed  by  him,  is  75;  according  to  the  return  sent  to  corps 
headquarters  it  is  68. 

The  total  sick  for  July  15,  on  signed  report  by  Colonel  Wood,  in  the  Second 
Louisiana  is  147;  on  corps  headquarters  return,  56. 

JACKSONVILLE,  SECOND  DIVISION— NINE  REGIMENTS. 

Total  present  July  16 11,294 

Total  sick  July  16 .. 466 

Per  cent 4.1 


Red  Cross  Headquarters, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,July  28, 1898. 
Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Major-General  Commanding  Seventh  Corps,  United  States  Army. 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  made  in  our  recent  conversation, 
touching  the  Miami  camp,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  in  writing  some  of  the  facts 
which  most  deeply  impressed  me  during  a  four  days'  visit  to  that  place.  I  ought 
to  say,  perhaps,  that,  as  field  agent  of  the  Red  Cross,  it  is  my  business  to  supple- 
ment the  work  of  the  Government  in  caring  for  the  soldiers,  first,  by  furnishing 
what  the  Government  ordinarily  supplies,  but  does  not  happen  to  have  on  hand 
at  the  time  and  place;  second,  by  furnishing  needed  articles  not  on  the  Govern- 
ment list. 

In  doing  this  work  at  Miami,  that  which  first  claimed  my  attention  was  the 
need  of  good  water.  I  found  none  in  the  camp  that  was  fit  to  drink;  none,  indeed, 
that  men  should  be  allowed  to  drink.  There  were  two  sources  of  supply,  one  of 
which  had  been  officially  condemned  for  drinking  purposes  a  few  days  before,  but 
which  was  still  allowed  to  flow  in  pipes  through  the  camp  for  other  uses.  This 
was  pumped  up  from  wells  within  the  camp  ground,  and  was  condemned  because 
polluted  by  the  surface  water.  The  other  source  of  supply  is  what  is  known  as 
the  everglade  water  and  is  that  used  at  the  Royal  Palm  Hotel.  This  creates  a 
strong  presumption  in  its  favor;  but,  however  wholesome  this  may  be  at  the  hotel, 
where  it  is  now  filtered  and  cooled  with  ice,  it  is  certainly  not  agreeable  to  the 
taste.  It  is  swamp  water,  and  tastes  so  strongly  of  vegetable  matter  that  many 
of  the  guests  decline  to  drink  it.  Some  who  use  it  proclaim  it  wholesome,  but  no 
one  pronounces  it  either  palatable  or  wholesome  as  found  in  the  camp.  It  is  car- 
ried here  through  small  pipes,  which  lie  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  exposed  to 
the  full  force  of  the  sun's  rays,  and  which  become  so  heated  that  the  water  when 
drawn  from  them  is  offensive  both  in  taste  and  odor.     The  men  complain  bitterly 
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of  the  management  which  shuts  them  up  to  this  or  none,  and  in  violation  of 
express  orders  many  of  them  drink  from  the  forbidden  wells. 

Efforts  have  been  made  by  the  representatives  of  Mr.  Flagler,  and  at  consider- 
able expense,  to  arrange  for  the  cooling  of  the  water.  The  water  was  made  to 
flow  through  cylinders  placed  in  large  tanks  and  surrounded  by  ice,  but  the  ice 
melted  rapidly  away,  producing  scarcely  any  perceptible  effect  upon  the  water, 
and  the  plan  has  been  abandoned.  General  Keifer  has  now  ordered  that  "all 
drinking  water  must  be  boiled,"  as  the  only  sure  way  of  guarding  against  the 
dangers  incident  to  the  use  of  impure  water.  Barrels  have  been  secured  by  Mr. 
Flagler's  representatives  and  distributed  throughout  the  camp,  together  with 
extra  boilers  necessary  to  the  work,  but  several  of  the  officers  have  said  to  me  that 
such  is  the  general  distaste  for  boiled  water  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to 
secure  an  enforcement  of  the  order.  Not  only  is  provision  made  for  the  boiling  of 
the  water,  but  ice  is  supplied  at  Mr.  Flagler's  expense  to  cool  it.  Still,  the  almost 
universal  feeling  throughout  the  camp  is  that  even  this  does  not  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  case  and  that  it  will  not  serve  even  to  check  the  spread  of  the  pre- 
vailing fever. 

The  cry  all  over  the  camp,  from  both  officers  and  men,  is,  "For  God's  sake,  have 
us  removed  if  you  can."  The  condition  is  pitiable.  I  have  never  before  seen  men 
so  discontented  and  disheartened,  and  they  are  a  splendid  lot  of  young  men,  too, 
the  very  pick  of  the  Southern  States  from  which  they  come.  Over  10  per  cent  of 
the  force  were  on  the  official  sick  list  the  day  before  I  left— 731  in  a  camp  of  7,000. 
If  conditions  are  not  changed  for  the  better  the  number  must  rapidly  increase. 

There  are  other  features  of  the  camp  that  put  an  unusual  strain  on  the  men — the 
glare  of  the  sun  on  the  white  sand,  the  inhalation  of  fine  dust,  which  irritates  the 
respiratory  organs  and  provokes  the  thirst  they  are  powerless  to  quench,  the  mos- 
quito pest,  which  during  the  four  days  of  my  visit  made  sleep  impossible  for  the 
unprotected.  These  things,  together  with  the  lack  of  a  suitable  drill  ground, 
should  be  enough  of  themselves  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  camp  to  a  better  loca- 
tion. But  these  are  matters  of  small  moment  compared  with  that  of  which  I  have 
been  treating.  Good,  wholesome,  abundant  water  is  the  first  and  most  important 
requisite  of  a  contented  and  healthful  camp,  and  this  Miami  unquestionably  lacks, 
as  the  official  analysis  at  Washington,  as  well  as  that  made  at  New  Orleans,  pro- 
nounces even  the  everglade  water  unfit  for  use. 

In  reporting  the  number  of  sick  I  have  alluded  only  to  the  official  report.  The 
reports  of  regimental  surgeons  show  a  much  worse  condition,  that  of  the  Second 
Texas  having  a  sick  list  of  311.  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  secure 
the  removal  of  this  camp  to  a  more  favorable  location. 

Very  respectfully,  Alex.  Kent, 

Field  Agent,  Red  Cross. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Camp  Cuba  Libre, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  29,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  connection  with  papers  already  forwarded  in  reference  to  the  Miami 
camp,  where  six  regiments  of  this  corps  are  now  located,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  the  following  communication  from  Dr.  Alexander  Kent,  field  agent  of  the 
Red  Cross  Society,  who  has  recently  returned  from  the  camps  at  Miami. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Fitzhugh  Lee, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


MIAMI    AND    JACKSONVILLE.  87 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  August  2,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  clippings  from  the  New  York 
Herald  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  the  Times  Union-Citizen  of  the  1st  instant.  The 
New  York  Herald  correspondent  has  made  a  statement  which  is  utterly  devoid  of 
truth.  The  percentage  of  cases  treated  in  the  hospital  has  been  under  2  per  cent 
ever  since  we  have  been  here,  which  may  be  considered  a  very  fair  percentage 
anywhere  in  the  United  States.  Of  course  a  number  of  men  are  treated  in  quar- 
ters who  are  suffering  from  all  sorts  of  temporary  indispositions,  many  of  which 
are  trifling  and  would  scarcely  be  noticed  by  men  in  ordinary  pursuits  of  life; 
the  soldier,  however,  seeks  the  sick  report  as  a  means  of  avoiding  drills  and  other 
duty  frequently,  and  the  volunteer  surgeon,  who  is  not  accustomed  to  putting  men 
on  the  sick  report,  of  course  places  on  the  sick  list  a  number  who  really  should 
not  be  there. 

The  police  of  the  division  hospitals  in  this  corps  may  be  regarded  as  excellent 
under  all  circumstances,  much  stress  being  made  upon  these  points.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  rivalry  in  regard  to  the  location  of  troops  at  Jacksonville, 
Miami,  and  elsewhere,  and  I  presume  that  this  criticism  has  been  the  result  of 
that  to  a  certain  extent.  I  would  like  to  know  the  name  of  this  reporter.  The 
paper  states  that  he  had  visited  your  office  on  the  day  he  made  this  report.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  Jacksonville  is  as  healthy  a  place  for  the  encampment  of  troops 
as  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  barring  the  climatic  influences,  which  of  course 
have  to  be  contended  with  to  a  certain  extent.  We  have  intervals  of  very  pleasant 
weather  here,  however,  lasting  from  three  to  four  days  at  a  time,  and  the  nights  are 
always  cool  and  comfortable,  many  of  the  men  requiring  blankets.  I  have  found 
no  complaints  whatever  among  the  men.  The  camps  are  nicely  located,  and  I 
hope  that  you  will  favor  us  with  a  visit  before  we  are  ordered  to  Cuba. 

The  organization  of  the  hospital  corps  is  getting  along  excellently  and  would 
have  been  completed  had  we  had  the  entire  corps  together. 

I  hope  that  you  will  not  be  misled  by  any  erratic  newspaper  items  you  may  see 
from  time  to  time,  coming  from  people  who  know  nothing  about  the  condition  of 
affairs  here. 

I  believe  that  the  convalescent  camp  is  going  to  result  in  a  wonderful  amount 
of  good  to  our  troops  here. 

The  First  Division  has  been  ordered  from  Miami  to  Jacksonville,  and  will  be 
encamped  on  a  high  plateau  above  the  St.  Johns  River,  near  the  city.  These 
grounds  are  excellent,  there  being  no  objection  as  far  as  I  know  to  their  use.  The 
sinks  of  five  of  the  regiments  will  be  located  in  the  river,  some  distance  from  the 
shore,  and  piles  will  be  driven  to  the  point  where  the  superstructure  will  be  placed. 
This  will  be  an  ideal  way  to  dispose  of  the  feces  from  the  five  regiments  who  are 
to  be  encamped  on  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  L.  M.  Maus, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Des  Moines,  Iowa,  August  20, 1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Since  my  former  dispatch  and  in  reply  to  advice  of  Major  Clark  I  am  asked  to 

furnish  nurses  for  the  two  Iowa  regiments  at  a  weekly  expense  of  $500,  saying 

every  hour's  delay  endangers  life.     When  at  the  hospital  I  personally  saw  one 

untrained  attendant  caring  for  16  typhoid-  fever  patients,  one  of  them  an  Iowa 
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boy,  unconscious,  whom  we  buried  yesterday.  The  Department  can  do  as  they 
deem  wise,  but  the  troops  will  be  cared  for  in  the  hospitals  or  the  country  will 
raise  such  an  uproar  as  was  never  neard  on  this  Continent.  There  is  no  disposi- 
tion to  dictate,  but  it  is  due  you  to  know  the  feeling  of  the  country  and  act  as 
you  deem  wise,  recognizing  that  you  are  held  responsible  for  results.  Am  I  to 
understand  from  your  reply  that  you  both  decline  to  furnish  additional  nurses 
and  refuse  to  allow.  Iowa  to  care  for  her  own?    Please  answer. 

L.  M.  Shaw,  Governor  of  Iowa, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  September  12,  1898. 
Hon.  L.  M.  Shaw, 

Governor,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  August  20 
on  the  subject  of  furnishing  nurses  for  the  sick  of  two  Iowa  regiments. 

Replying  thereto,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  a  copy  of  your  communication  was 
promptly  referred  for  report  to  Lieut.  Col.  L.  M.  Maus,  chief  surgeon  Seventh 
Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  who  reports  as  follows: 

When  this  telegram  was  sent  by  Governor  Shaw  there  were  220  enlisted  men  serving  as  nurses 
in  the  Second  Division  Hospitals,  in  which  the  Iowa  troop  were  treated.  In  addition  to  that, 
there  was  a  detail  of  90  men  from  the  regiments  there  for  special  duty.  There  was  no  time  at 
the  Second  Division  Hospital  when  the  sick  were  not  properly  looked  after  as  far  as  nurses 
were  concerned. 

The  dispatch  from  Major  Clark  to  Governor  Shaw  was  unquestionably  large  exaggeration. 
Major  Clark  seems  to  have  become  inclined  to  be  easily  frightened  at  circumstances  which  were 
not  altogether  favorable,  and  he  made  statements  to  the  Governor  which  were,  to  say  the  least, 
highly  colored. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Yulee,  Fla.,  August  27, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Third  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Fernandina,  Fla. 
Sir:  The  board  of  medical  officers  convened  per  Special  Order  No.  194,  para- 
graph 40,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  18,  1898,  having 
concluded  a  sanitary  inspection  of  the  several  camps  at  Fernandina,  respectfully 
invite  the  commanding  general's  attention  to  the  following: 

the  division  hospital. 

(a)  The  board  finds  that  the  soiled  bed  linen  and  clothing  of  the  patients  is  not 
properly  disinfected.  These  articles  are  at  present  simply  sprinkled  with  a  solu- 
tion of  chloride  of  lime.  They  should  be  immersed  and  kept  at  least  half  an  hour 
in  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  to  1,000,  or  carbolic  acid,  5  per  cent.  At 
present  no  proper  receptacles  for  the  disinfection  of  linen  and  clothing  are  pro- 
vided; these  should  be  promptly  supplied,  a  proper  receptacle  for  each  ward  being 
a  vinegar  or  whisky  barrel. 

(6)  The  stools  of  typhoid  patients. — A  large  quantity  of  a  disinfectant  solution, 
such  as  is  recommended  for  the  disinfection  of  the  bed  linen  and  clothing,  should 
be  kept  on  hand  at  all  times  in  one  of  the  above-mentioned  barrels,  and  the  bed- 
pan or  chamber  should  be  kept  half  filled  with  this  solution  ready  for  use  and 
have  the  solution  in  it  when  used.  The  discharge  should  be  thoroughly  mixed 
with  the  solution,  and  the  mixture  should  be  allowed  to  stand  for  at  least  half  an 
hour,  when  it  should  be  buried.    The  buttocks  and  adjoining  surfaces  of  the  body 


MIAMI    AND    JACKSONVILLE.  89 

are  not  properly  disinfected  after  stools,  neither  in  all  cases  is  the  personal  linen. 
When  nightshirts  or  sheets  become  soiled  with  the  discharges,  they  should  be 
immediately  removed  and  put  in  the  disinfectant  solution. 

(c)  All  hospital  tents  should  be  properly  floored.  When  the  flooring  of  the 
tents  becomes  soiled  by  the  discharges  of  the  patients,  it  should  be  at  once  cleaned 
with  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  to  1,000. 

(d)  The  number  of  nurses  present  on  duty  in  this  hospital  is  entirely  inadequate 
for  the  proper  care  of  the  sick.  There  should  be  one  nurse  to  every  four  fever 
patients. 

(e)  Patients  critically  ill  with  fever  should  not  be  removed  from  the  division 
hospital  by  train  or  boat. 

COMPANY  SINKS. 

These,  as  a  rule,  were  found  to  be  in  an  indescribably  filthy  condition.  This 
remark  would  apply  especially  to  those  of  the  Thirty-second  Michigan.  Those  of 
the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana  were  in  the  best  condition,  shovels 
being  provided  for  individual  covering,  but  even  here  much  remained  to  be  done 
in  order  to  make  infection  from  this  source  impossible.  The  board  can  not  rec- 
ommend too  strongly  the  necessity  for  the  prompt  covering  of  all  excrement  by 
each  individual.  This  can  only  be  enforced  by  the  placing  of  a  sentinel  near  each 
sink. 

This  board  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  typhoid  fever  can  not  be  stamped  out 
in  a  command  so  long  as  such  a  condition  of  the  company  sinks  prevails. 

Whether  the  present  site  is  to  be  abandoned  as  a  camp  in  the  near  future  or  not, 
these  requirements  concerning  the  company  or  battalion  sinks  can  not  be  too 
rigidly  enforced. 

With  typhoid  fever  prevalent,  as  it  is  here,  unless  attention  is  given  to  these 
things  it  will  be  impossible  to  stamp  out  the  disease,  let  the  location  of  the  camp 
be  changed  as  often  as  it  may  be  or  even  if  the  troops  should  be  removed  to  the 
most  desirable  sites  in  the  country.  Every  fly  that  feeds  upon  the  matter  becomes 
a  source  of  infection.  Typhoid  fever  can  not  be  eradicated  so  long  as  these  flagrant 
violations  of  camp  sanitation  occur,  no  matter  what  the  salubrity  of  the  site  or 
purity  of  the  water  supply  may  be. 

Very  respectfully,  Walter  Reed, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Major  and  Division  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

E.  O.  Shakespeare, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  5, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Fla. 

Sir:  The  board  of  medical  officers  convened  per  Special  Order  194,  paragraph  40, 
current  series,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  18, 1898,  hav- 
ing completed  a  careful  sanitary  inspection  of  the  several  camp  sites  occupied  by  the 
First,  Second,  and  Third  divisions  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  and  having  carefully 
investigated  the  health  of  the  regiments  composing  said  corps,  as  regards  the 
source  and  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  especially,  respectfully  submit  for  the 
information  of  the  commanding  general  the  following  report,  with  recommenda- 
tions, as  required  by  the  provisions  of  said  order,  viz: 

1.  Water  supply.— While  all  of  our  inquiries  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  source 
of  the  public  supply  to  these  regiments  is  uncontaminated,  we  have  positive  evi- 
dence that  the  soldiers  often  obtain  water  from  other  and  questionable  sources, 
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such  as  the  shallow  wells  to  be  found  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  from  possibly 
contaminated  streams.  As  instances,  the  board  would  mention  the  occurrence  of 
a  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  among  the  men  of  a  troop  of  the  Second  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  whose  members  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  a  house  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  their  camp  and  drinking  water  from  a  shallow  driven  well  not  more 
than  90  feet  distant  from  an  open  privy.  Also  the  case  of  the  Second  New  Jersey, 
whose  members,  on  their  return  from  a  march,  drank  freely  of  a  shallow  stream 
of  questionable  source.  Fully  realizing  the  impossibility  of  restricting  soldiers  to 
the  use  of  any  particular  water  supply,  this  board  is  convinced  that  frequent  cau- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  soldiers  through  their  company  commanders  on  this 
point.  As  a  most  important  sanitary  precaution,  the  board  would  recommend 
that  sentinels  be  placed  over  the  wells  of  suburban  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
camps,  thus  effectually  preventing  the  men  from  resorting  to  the  neighboring 
wells.  Such  sentinels  should  be  supplied  with  canteens  filled  from  the  city  water 
supply  and  cautioned  against  the  use  of  water  from  the  shallow  wells.  The  board 
invites  attention  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  an  uninterrupted  pressure  in  the 
various  pipes  supplying  water  to  the  regiments,  in  order  to  avoid  any  possible  con- 
tamination of  the  supply  by  a  reverse  flow  from  the  exterior  of  the  pipes.  More 
than  once  distributing  pipes'  have  been  found  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  bath- 
house drains  and  surrounded  by  pools  of  sewage  water.  Here  the  possibility  of 
contamination  from  the  reverse  current,  at  times  when  the  pressure  is  interrupted, 
should  be  constantly  borne  in  mind. 

2.  Disposal  of  fecal  matter. — The  board  finds  in  use  three  methods  of  disposal 
of  the  fecal  matter: 

(a)  The  water  trough,  as  employed  in  certain  regiments  in  the  First  Division. 

(b)  The  tub  system,  as  employed  by  several  regiments  in  the  Second  Division. 

(c)  The  pit  system,  as  used  by  certain  regiments  of  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
divisions. 

With  regard  to  the  water-trough  system,  the  board  would  only  recommend  that 
more  attention  should  be  given  to  the  systematic  emptying  of  the  tanks.  This 
can  be  accomplished  only  by  a  special  detail  for  this  purpose. 

The  board  does  not  hesitate  to  wholly  condemn  the  tub  system  of  disposal  of 
fecal  water,  and  is  quite  thoroughly  convinced  that  this  method  has  been  the 
-chief  means  of  disseminating  typhoid  fever  throughout  the  camps.  We  strongly 
urge  that  this  method  should  be  abolished  at  once.  The  board  has  evidence  to 
show  that  in  certain  instances  where  these  tubs  have  been  daily  carted  along 
roads  adjacent  to  certain  companies,  typhoid  fever  has  markedly  prevailed  in  those 
companies.  Testimony  is  not  lacking  to  prove  that  not  only  in  the  handling,  but 
also  in  transporting,  these  tubs  fecal  matter  is  spilled  upon  the  ground,  to  be 
trampled  in  the  dust,  carried  upon  the  heels  of  pedestrians,  and  disseminated 
by  the  wind.  Fecal  matter  from  the  hospitals,  as  well  as  from  the  privies  of  the 
regiments,  has  been  carried  through  company  streets.  As  stated,  we  recommend 
the  immediate  abolition  of  the  tub  system  and  the  substitution  of  either  the 
water-trough  or  pit  system,  according  to  the  location  of  the  regiment.  The  method 
which  we  will  recommend  further  on  in  connection  with  the  hospitals  might  be 
adopted  for  the  disposition  of  fecal  matter  from  regiments. 

Where  the  tub  system  is  in  use  it  is  impossible  to  protect  fecal  matter  from  flies, 
and  every  fly  is  a  possible  source  of  contamination  of  the  food  exposed  in  the  mess 
tents  and  kitchens,  many  of  which  are  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the  privies. 

3.  Pit  system.— This  method  is  in  use  by  certain  regiments  of  all  three  divi- 
sions. In  no  regiment,  however,  have  we  found  that  sufficient  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  pits  to  prevent  them  becoming  sources  of  typhoid  infection.  In  all 
pits  inspected  we  have  found  more  or  less  fecal  matter  exposed  and  attracting 
swarms  of  flies.  There  is  only  one  method  by  which  this  insanitary  condition  of 
the  sinks  can  be  avoided.     The  covering  of  exposed  fecal  discharges  by  battalion 
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or  company  details  entirely  fails  to  meet  sanitary  requirements.  Each  and  every 
officer  and  soldier  must  be  compelled  to  cover  his  own  excrement  with  dry  earth 
as  soon  as  deposited.  This  can  only  be  enforced  by  placing  a  sentinel  at  each 
sink.  A  bucket  containing  a  2  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid  should  be  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  sentinel,  and  everyone  making  use  of  the  sink  be 
required  to  thoroughly  wash  his  hands  before  returning  to  company  quarters. 
With  typoid  fever  existing  in  almost  every  regiment  of  the  command,  as  is  the 
case  here,  we  believe  it  impossible  to  stamp  out  the  disease  unless  strict  atten- 
tion be  given  to  these  minute  details.  In  the  case  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
first  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  has  thus  far  escaped,  we  feel  sure  that 
unless  such  measures  are  enforced  typhoid  fever  will  appear.  The  height  of  the 
ground  water  at  certain  camps  is  such  that  the  construction  of  proper  pits  can 
not  be  carried  out.  In  instances  of  this  character  we  recommend  that  the  loca- 
tion of  the  regiment  be  changed  or  the  system  which  we  will  later  recommend 
for  the  hospitals  be  adopted.  This  applies  at  present  to  the  Second  and  Fourth 
Virginia  and  the  First  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  all  cases  where 
practicable,  company  privies  should  be  placed  on  the  flank  of  the  regiment,  so  as 
to  avoid  the  present  dangerous  proximity  to  company  kitchens  and  mess  tents. 

4..  Camp  sites. — The  board  recommends,  as  an  important  sanitary  measure,  that 
the  sites  of  the  following  regiments  be  changed,  viz:  Second  New  Jersey,  Second 
Illinois,  Third  Nebraska,  Second  Mississippi,  and  Second  Volunteer  Cavalry.  The 
typhoid  infection  must  be  widely  distributed  through  the  soil  of  these  camps. 

The  site  vacated  by  one  regiment  should,  under  no  circumstances,  be  reoccupied 
by  another. 

5.  Mess  tents  and  kitchens. — These  should  be  as  far  removed  from  the  company 
or  battalion  sinks  as  it  is  possible  to  have  them.  If  practicable,  mess  tents  should 
be  screened,  to  avoid  infection  of  the  food  by  flies.  All  garbage  should  be  promptly 
removed  from  the  vicinity  of  the  kitchen. 

6.  Division  hospitals. — While  the  board  is  well  pleased  with  the  care  and  treat- 
ment given  to  patients  in  the  division  hospitals  of  this  command,  whose  equipment 
appears  to  be  ample  as  to  tentage,  bedding,  and  cots,  it  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
measures  at  present  used  for  the  disinfection  of  stools,  bedding,  and  clothing,  nor 
is  sufficient  attention  given  to  the  disinfection  of  the  person  of  patients  after  the 
use  of  the  bedpan.     This  board  has  the  following  recommendations  to  make,  viz: 

(a)  The  discharges  from  all  patients  should  be  received  into  a  vessel  containing 
a  2  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  in  amount  at  least  equal  to  the  amount  of  the 
discharge.  The  bedpan  should  be  immediately  emptied  into  a  vessel  containing  a 
5  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  and  the  bedpan  should  be  immediately  disin- 
fected with  a  solution  of  the  same  strength. 

(b)  Parts  of  the  patient  soiled  by  the  fecal  discharge  should  be  thoroughly 
cleansed  with  a  2  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

(c)  Bed  linen  and  personal  linen  from  patients  should  be,  immediately  after 
removal,  immersed  in  a  5  per  cent  solution  of  carbolic  acid  and  remain  immersed 
in  said  solution  one  or  more  hours. 

(d)  Attendants,  after  handling  bedpans,  or  cleansing  the  patients,  or  removing 
soiled  linen,  should  immediately  wash  their  hands  thoroughly  in  a  2  per  cent 
solution  of  carbolic  acid. 

(e)  For  the  temporary  storing  of  discharges  from  patients  and  the  reception  of 
fecal  matter  from  all  attendants  at  the  hospital,  the  following  method  is  advised 
as  a  substitute  for  the  tub  system:  There  should  be  two  or  more  large  troughs 
provided  at  each  hospital,  lined  with  galvanized  iron  and  made  perfectly  water- 
tight; these  troughs  should  be  kept  partially  filled  with  water  furnished  by  a  tap 
placed  at  one  end  thereof  (the  other  end  being  at  a  lower  level).  A  sufficiently 
large  quantity  of  lime  should  be  dissolved  in  the  water  in  these  troughs  and  thor- 
oughly mixed  to  the  consistency  of  milk  of  lime.    Into  these  troughs,  thus  prepared, 
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all  fecal  matter  from  the  patients  and  all  fecal  matter  of  attendants  should  be 
received.  Once  a  day  or  oftener  the  contents  of  these  troughs  should  be  pumped 
into  an  odorless  excavator  mounted  on  a  wagon  truck,  taken  and  emptied  into  a 
sewer.  The  measures  herein  recommended  should  also  be  applied  especially  to  the 
hospital  at  Pablo  Beach. 

As  having  an  important  bearing  upon  the  spread  of  typhoid  fever,  the  board 
would  urge  the  necessity  in  the  various  hospitals  of  the  prompt  separation  of 
typhoid  fever  patients  from  the  malarial  patients  as  soon  as  the  differential  diag- 
nosis can  be  made. 

Under  the  head  of  mess  tents  and  kitchens,  the  board  omitted  to  point  out,  as  a 
precaution  especially  necessary,  the  careful  screening  from  flies  of  all  milk  during 
the  whole  time  of  its  storage.  Furthermore,  by  restricting  the  consumption  of 
milk  to  that  which  has  been  recently  boiled,  the  danger  of  infection  from  this 
source  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

In  concluding  these  recommendations,  the  board  believes  that  with  these  details 
conscientiously  carried  out  typhoid  fever  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  in  this 
camp. 

Very  respectfully, 

Walter  Reed, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Major  and  Division  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

E.  O.  Shakespeare, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Miami,  Fla.,  August  28,  1898. 
I  should  like  to  add  one  word  as  to  what  occurred  at  Miami,  Fla.  (1)  The 
First  Division  hospital  there  was  put  on  such  a  low  piece  of  ground,  in  spite  of 
the  warnings  of  the  citizens,  that  every  time  it  rained  the  water  stood  6  or  8 
inches  deep  in  the  tents.  (2)  There  were  no  floors,  no  sheets,  no  mosquito  nets, 
except  a  very  few.  (3)  There  were  practically  no  nurses  at  all,  for  they  were 
just  taken  from  the  privates  in  the  regiments.  (4)  Whenever  a  requisition  for 
hospital  nurses  was  made,  they  were  provided  from  the  most  worthless  and 
troublesome  men  in  the  company.  (5)  One  of  these  stewards  got  drunk  and 
dropped  a  light  on  the  net  of  a  typhoid  patient,  burning  him  severely.  (6)  Another 
steward  turned  a  man  with  the  measles  rash  on  him  out  into  the  rain.  The  rash 
struck  in  and  the  man  died.  (7)  The  dying  lay  there  with  the  flies  crawling  in 
and  out  of  their  mouths.  (8)  When  Major  Hughes,  of  the  Second  Louisiana, 
asked  one  of  the  stewards  to  give  a  sick  man  some  water,  he  replied,  "I'll  give 
him  a  club."  When  this  was  reported  to  Major  Appel,  the  head  surgeon,  he  at 
first  denied  it, and  when  Major  Hughes  said,  "I  heard  the  remark  myself,"  Major 
Appel  said,  "Oh,  the  steward  was  only  joking."  (9)  There  were  over  1,000  men 
sick  in  the  two  regiments  of  2,000  men.  (10)  When  Colonel  Maus,  of  Lee's  corps, 
came  down  to  inspect  the  hospital,  he  was  horrified,  and  at  once  made  such  repre- 
sentations as  to  the  bad  water,  etc, ,  in  Miami  as  caused  the  removal  of  the  First 
Division  to  Jacksonville.  (11)  A  vast  number  were  too  ill  to  be  moved.  (12)  I 
turned  over  my  convalescent  ward  and  fixtures  to  Dr.  Frank  Chalaron,  of  the 
Second  Louisiana  Volunteers,  and  he  used  it  for  his  typhoid  patients.  He  had 
over  50,  and  he  has  remained  there  ever  since,  taking  care  of  them,  with  excellent 
success.  Dr.  McGuire,  of  the  First  Alabama  Volunteers,  has  also  remained  there 
and  been  most  devoted  in  his  work.  (13)  It  has  been  very  arduous,  for  there 
were  225  very  sick  men  there,  and  only  3  doctors  (Dr.  Reno  being  the  third),  and 
only  30  stewards  to  help  look  after  them. 
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Colonel  Maus  has,  by  his  energy  and  care,  got  the  Jacksonville  hospitals  in 
excellent  trim,  and  if  the  convalescents  from  Mrs.  Maus's  ward,  at  Pablo  Beach, 
can  be  sent  home  as  fast  as  Surgeon  Archinard  thinks  them  fit  to  travel  it  will 
materially  lessen  the  crowding  of  the  convalescent  ward. 

Eleanor  Kinzie  Gordon. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

August  30,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  L.  M.  Maus,  United  States  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon 
Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  for  remark. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon- General  U.  S.  Army. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla..  September  6,  1893. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  First  Division  hospital  for  report  in  form  of 
indorsement  on  this  paper.    To  be  returned. 

L.  M.  Maus, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ,  Chief  Surgeon  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

First  Division  Hospital,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  September  S,  1898. 

(1)  No  water  at  any  time  stood  in  any  of  the  hospital  or  other  tents. 

(2)  Floors  were  provided  for  all  hospital  tents.  Sheets,  mosquito  nets,  as  well  as  other  arti- 
cles, were  few  at  the  beginning,  but  were  rapidly  supplied. 

(3)  There  were  exactly  31  regular  army  privates  (nurses  and  attendants)  bf  the  Hospital 
Corps  on  duty  at  the  division  hospital  in  Miami,  which  number  was  augmented  by  the  transfer 
of  128  enlisted  men  from  the  various  regiments.  Some  of  them,  it  is  true,  were  worthless,  but 
in  the  main  they  were,  and  are  to-day,  above  the  average  of  intelligence.  The  few  worthless 
ones  have  been  disposed  of  by  transfer  and  discharge. 

(4)  Some  of  the  companies,  either  through  carelessness  or  disregard  of  regulations,  did  select 
men  unfit  for  any  use  for  the  hospital;  but  these  men  have  been  disposed  of  or  have  now  dis- 
charge pending.    Never  at  any  time  have  they  been  employed  as  nurses. 

(5)  One  of  the  nurses  (not  "stewards")  did  get  drunk  and  set  fire  to  a  mosquito  net  and  burn 
up  tent  and  cot.  The  patient  was  not  severely  burned.  The  nurse  was  one  Dee  A.  Hoover,  and 
he  was  tried  by  court-martial  and  punished;  also  a  court  of  inquiry  convened  and  caused  the 
value  of  the  United  States  property  to  be  charged  against  the  pay  of  the  man,  and  he  has  since 
been  transferred  to  the  First  Division  Ambulance  Company. 

(6)  No  case  of  this  nature  occurred  to  my  knowledge,  and  certainly  no  hospital  steward 
("steward")  or  nurse  ever  turned  any  patient  out  in  the  rain. 

(7)  At  no  time  was  it  the  case  that  the  flies  were  crawling  in  the  mouths  of  the  dying.  This 
statement  is  a  vile  slander  of  every  person  connected  with  the  First  Division  hospital  at  the 
time.  The  sick,  the  dying,  and  the  dead  as  well,  had  every  attention  that  was  possible  to  be 
provided  for  them. 

(8)  The  Major  Hughes  incident  was  not  brought  to  my  notice,  and  is  probably  as  untrue  as  the 
foregoing. 

(9)  The  greatest  number  ever  in  the  hospital  at  one  time  was  354,  on  August  2.  Of  this  number 
69  were  convalescents,  77  measles,  14  mumps,  and  the  remainder  various  other  diseases.  A  large 
number  were  sick  in  quarters,  caused  in  part  by  the  overdrilling  and  the  abuses  of  food  and 
drink  by  the  men  themselves.  The  mortality  of  the  camp  (1.7  per  cent),  however,  is  evidence 
that,  in  spite  of  these  abuses  and  of  the  climatic  influences,  the  sanitary  conditions  were  not  so 
appalling. 

(10)  When  Colonel  Maus,  chief  surgeon  of  Seventh  Army  Corps,  came  to  Miami  he  inspected 
the  hospital.    He  did  not  appear  to  be  "horrified." 

(11)  The  number  of  patients  left  behind  as  "unable  to  travel "  was  150,  approximately,  and  60 
who  were  able  to  travel  For  these  60  transportation  had  been  asked  for,  but  for  some  reason 
could  not  be  had  by  the  time  the  detachment  moved.  They  followed  at  a  later  date.  There 
were  left  to  attend  them  3  acting  hospital  stewards  and  46  pri  vates  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  under 
command  of  Major  Archinard,  First  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Capt.  F.  J.  Chalaron,  assist- 
ant surgeon,  Second  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  Capt.  M.  B.  McGuire,  assistant  surgeon,  First 
Alabama  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  W.  H.  Oates. 

(12)  I  suppose  it  was  the  division  surgeon  who  converted  the  convalescent  ward  into  a  general 
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ward.  The  building  was  not  turned  over  to  Dr.  Chalaron  as  a  typhoid  fever  ward,  nor  was  it 
ever  used  as  such.  The  building  used  for  typhoid  patients  was  some  distance  from  the  con- 
valescent wards. 

(13)  There  was  never  "225  very  sick  patients"  there.  There  were  three  "doctors"  (Major 
Archinard,  Captain  Chalaron,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Oates).  "Dr.  Reno  "  (Captain  Rain- 
old)  was  never  connected  with  the  detachment  left  at  Miami,  and  there  were  3  acting  hospital 
stewards  and  46  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps  left  there  to  attend  to  them.  There  were  only 
about  20  men  there  who  were  "  very  sick." 

This  indorsement  has  been  paragraphed  and  numbered  to  correspond  to  counts  in  the  indict- 
ment, in  order  that  the  answers  may  be  made  explicit  and  apropos.  I  feel  that,  in  justice  to  the 
entire  detachment,  paragraph  7  should  be  contradicted  and  challenged. 

W.  N.  Vilas, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  First  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  Surgeon  in  Charge. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  10,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General.  I  made  an  inspection  of  the  First  Division 
hospital  at  Miami  on  July  14,  and  did  not  approve  of  the  location  of  the  hospital,  and  informed 
Major  Appel  of  that  fact,  and  recommended  that  aboard  be  appointed  by  the  division  com- 
mander to  select  a  suitable  site.  The  replies  of  Major  Vilas,  in  my  opinion,  cover  the  gist  of  this 
report.  I  believe  this  communication  contains  a  great  many  statements  which  are,  to  say  the 
least,  exaggerated.  I  believe  the  First  Division  hospital  was  conducted  very  well  under  the 
supervision  of  Major  Vilas.  It  is  a  known  fact,  however,  that  none  of  the  division  hospitals  in 
the  beginning  of  the  war  contained  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  that  they  do  at  present; 
nor  were  they  expected  to  have  them,  owing  to  the  limited  amount  of  material  on  hand  for  hos 
pital  purposes  at  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

L.  M.  Maus, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


War  Department,  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  29,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  an  inspection  of  the  Second  Divi- 
sion hospital,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Camp  Cuba  Libre,  made  August  21,  1898,  by 
Lieut.  Col.  Curtis  Guild,  jr.,  inspector-general  of  volunteers,  is  furnished  for 
your  information. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  A.  Garlington, 

Acting  Inspector- General. 


SUBSISTENCE. 

Commissary  stores,  delicacies,  etc.,  are  stored  in  a  room  (R)  adjoining  the  diet 
kitchen.  A  large  ice  chest  contained  calves'-foot  jelly  and  pure  sweet  milk  in 
large  cans.  About  60  gallons  are  supplied  daily  by  the  Red  Cross  Society.  The 
supply  is  about  half  what  is  required,  but  the  lack  of  grazing  lands  makes  milk 
very  hard  to  obtain.  Condensed  milk  is  used  in  the  hotels.  In  this  storehouse  I 
found  beef  extract,  clam  bouillon,  rolled  oats,  arrowroot,  malted  milk,  eggs, 
sugar,  rice,  barley,  etc.,  in  ample  sufficiency.  These  were  all  supplied  by  the 
Red  Cross  Society.  The  system  of  having  rations  issued  and  sold  and  proper 
food  bought  with  the  proceeds  broke  down  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings as  a  result  of  a  controversy  with  Armour  &  Co.  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  extension  to  all  hospitals  of  the  new  system,  recently  inaugurated  by 
the  Surgeon- General  of  allowing  60  cents  a  day  for  food  for  each  patient,  unless 
it  is  thought  desirable  to  have  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  fed  by 
public  charity.  I  have  heard  this  hospital  praised  by  Mr.  George  Kennan  and  Miss 
Clara  Barton,  of  the  Red  Cross  Society.    That  the  patients  have,  as  they  do  have, 
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plenty  of  nourishing  food,  bedlinen,  and  pajamas,  credit  is  chiefly  due  to  that 
society  and  to  private  charity.  Care  of  the  sick  in  the  field  is  the  most  perplexing 
of  problems  and  the  most  open  to  unintelligent  comment.  The  lack  of  a  large, 
permanent,  trained  hospital  corps  and  of  a  large  reserve  of  medical  supplies  are 
responsible  for  every  shortcoming  noted.  That  they  did  not  exist  is  the  fault  of 
a  cowardly  Congress  and  a  careless  people. 

COTS,  MATTRESSES,  INADEQUATE   CONGRESSIONAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Material. — There  are  150  gas-pipe  cots,  with  wire  mattresses.  Only  50  mat- 
tresses have  been  furnished  for  these,  though  150  were  requisitioned  for.  There 
are  also  250  ordinary  wooden  cots,  with  canvas  covers.  About  150  mattresses 
have  been  sent  by  the  Surgeon-General  from  various  sources,  which  are  used  on 
the  canvas  cots,  which  are  not  supposed  to  have  them.  Water  beds  and  mattresses 
for  serious  cases  have  been  furnished  on  requisition  and  several  are  in  use,  the 
patients  using  them  speaking  contentedly  of  their  comfort.  Thanks  to  the  Red 
Cross  Society  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  bedlinen,  pots,  and  bedpans.  These  sup- 
plies now  exist  in  reserve  also  in  the  medical-supply  depot.  It  is  a  plain  statement 
of  facts  to  say,  however,  that  almost  all  of  these  supplies  now  in  use  were  fur- 
nished by  the  Red  Cross  Society,  and  that  the  sick  of  this  command  would  have 
gone  without  them  for  two  months  had  it  not  been  for  this  organization. 

Insufficient  appropriations  year  after  year  for  the  Army  by  Congress,  leaving 
the  War  Department  without  proper  reserve  supply  of  material  for  issue  at  the 
outbreak  of  a  war,  were  never  more  glaringly  displayed  than  in  the  delay  to  fur- 
nish the  supplies  for  the  sick.  The  responsibility  for  the  condition  of  the  sick 
soldiers,  as  for  the  lack  of  proper  equipment,  lies  across  the  shoulders  of  the 
American  people,  who  have  welcomed  the  sham  "economy"  of  cheap  politicians 
and,  now  that  the  stress  of  war  has  come,  blame  the  War  Department  because  it 
can  not  immediately  issue  equipment  and  supplies  which  it  has  had  no  money  to 
manufacture  and  accumulate  for  just  such  sudden  needs. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

September  16,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief   surgeon    Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  for 
remark. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  18,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army.  In  reply  to  remarks  of 
Col.  Curtis  Guild,  jr.,  inspector  general,  I  hereby  state  that,  finding  it  impossible  to  properly 
feed  the  sick  of  this  corps  in  division  hospitals  with  the  savings  from  the  hospital  rations,  I 
requested  that  a  member  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  be  sent  here,  knowing  that  that  organization 
had  plenty  of  funds,  and  that  they  were  willing  to  spend  them.  Dr.  Kent  was  sent  here  as  the 
representative  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  at  my  request,  early  in  June  and  reported  to  me.  As  a 
result  of  his  presence,  I  secured  everything  that  was  necessary  in  the  way  of  milk,  clam  broth, 
bouillon,  rice,  barley,  calves'-foot  jelly,  pajamas,  and  linen  for  the  care  of  the  sick  of  the  three 
division  hospitals  in  this  corps.  In  regard  to  cots  and  mattresses,  I  will  state  that,  at  my  request, 
Dr.  Kent  also  furnished  the  hospitals  here  with  quite  a  number  of  cots- and  mattresses  and  bed- 
linen, also  a  number  of  miscellaneous  articles,  such  as  bedpans,  buckets,  cooking  utensils,  dishes, 
etc.;  however,  I  will  say  that  I  purchased  in  open  market  a  large  number  of  such  articles 
myself  from  the  various  establishments  in  this  town.  After  permission  had  been  secured  for 
the  commutation  of  rations  at  the  rate  of  60  cents  per  day  for  each  patient  in  the  division  hos- 
pitals, the  services  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  were  required  here  no  longer  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  food. 

It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection  that  it  was  much  easier  to  obtain  articles  for  the  use  of  the 
division  hospitals  of  this  corps  by  direct  purchase  through  Dr.  Kent  than  to  go  through  the 
military  channels,  and  for  this  reason  numerous  calls  were  made  on  the  Red  Cross  here 
which  probably  could  have  been  supplied  had  the  officers  in  charge  taken  the  trouble  to  make 
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out  the  necessary  requisitions.  Major  Pilcher,  of  the  medical-supply  depoc,  was  advised  by  me 
to  buy  anything  in  the  way  of  medicines  that  the  volunteer  surgeons  required,  which  he  did, 
whether  it  conformed  to  the  field  supply  table  or  not,  both  medical  supplies  and  hospital 
equipment.  The  commanding  general  of  this  corps  authorized  the  chief  quartermaster  to  buy 
anything  in  the  way  of  cooking  equipment,  and  build  anything  necessary;  in  other  words,  gave 
the  medical  department  carte  blanche  here  for  anything  it  needed  in  the  way  of  looking  after  the 
sick.  Numerous  instances  of  complaints  have  arisen,  however,  through  the  lack  of  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  volunteer  surgeons  in  making  out  their  necessary  requisitions  and  how  to  secure 
supplies.  I  always  told  them  they  could  get  anything  they  needed  by  making  timely  requisi- 
tions for  them,  but  which  they  failed  to  do.  This  condition  of  affairs  still  holds  true  up  to  the 
present,  and  I,  as  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps,  have  been  compelled  to  overlook,  during  the  entire 
summer,  the  administrative  duties  of  almost  all  of  the  volunteer  medical  officers  of  the  corps, 
showing  them  how  to  make  out  papers,  make  out  requisitions,  and  get  the  things  that  they 
needed.  As  far  as  I  know  the  Government  has  not  failed  to  supply  anything  for  the  care  of  the 
sick  when  properly  asked  for,  and  to  my  personal  knowledge  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army 
has  promptly  responded  to]every  requisition  or  telegram  from  me  asking  for  necessaries  for  the 
care  of  the  sick.  In  no  instance  have  I  failed  to  receive  such  things  either  by  express  or  fast 
freight  in  a  few  days,  or  authorized  to  purchase  them  in  open  market. 

Milk  has  been  supplied  to  the  various  hospitals  here  in  great  abundance,  although  at  times 
medical  officers  complained  that  they  could  not  get  sufficient.  It  has  been  sent  here  even  from 
different  States,  the  local  market  not  affording  sufficient.  Whenever  there  was  a  shortage  of 
milk  I  advised  them  to  resort  to  the  use  of  gruels,  bouillons,  extracts,  etc.,  a  shortage  rarely 
occurring,  however. 

L.  M.  Maus, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 
Camp  Cuba  Libra,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  6,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  special  Order  No.  116,  current  series,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  May  18, 1898,  received  May  23, 1  proceeded  to  Tampa  on  May 
23,  arriving  there  May  25.  General  Lee  arrived  May  25,  and  I  had  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  member  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  to  report  for  duty.  Headquar- 
ters were  established  at  Tampa  Bay  Hotel. 

General  Shatter,  being  the  ranking  officer,  was  in  charge  of  the  camp.  A  thorough 
inspection  of  all  troops  there  assembled  was  in  progress  by  his  officers  under  his 
directions  and  all  supplies  were  issued  and  controlled  by  him. 

I  made  a  daily  inspection  of  the  camp  near  Ybor  City  of  the  five  regiments 
assigned  to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  reporting  verbally  to  General  Lee.  Recom- 
mendations as  to  tentage,  Gatling  guns,  etc.,  were,  however,  disapproved  by 
General  Shatter,  doubtless  because  the  needs  of  troops  destined  for  immediate 
service  were  thought  more  urgent. 

On  the  transfer  of  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  to  Jacksonville,  headquarters 
of  this  Department  were  established  at  once  at  the  Hotel  Windsor  pending  arrival 
of  tents  for  headquarters  camp.  No  typewriter  was  furnished  then  nor  has  been 
since,  there  being  but  16  furnished  to  supply  all  the  various  offices  and  depart- 
ments of  an  entire  corps  of  over  30,000  men.  The  work  of  this  Department  has 
been  done  by  my  clerk,  Private  John  D.  White,  Fiftieth  Iowa,  who  has  cheerfully 
worked  overtime  at  all  hours  and  largely  on  a  private  machine  not  furnished  by 
the  Government. 

I  found  Maj.  B.  H.  Cheever  already  assigned  as  inspector-general  of  the  Second 
Division.  Maj.  John  Gary  Evans  was  assigned  to  the  First  Division.  The  regi- 
ments now  constituting  the  Third  Division  I  took  in  charge  myself  until  the 
division  organization  was  constituted,  when  Lieut.  Col.  Stephen  A.  D.  Mc  Will- 
iams, Fourth  Illinois,  a  most  efficient  officer,  was  detached  as  acting  division 
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inspector.  Maj.  Russell  B.  Harrison,  inspector-general  (now  provost- marshal),  a 
position  which  he  fills  most  efficiently,  could  not  be  assigned  to  a  division  for 
duty  in  the  department  whose  insigna  he  wears;  his  order  assigning  him  to  Gen- 
eral Lee  for  duty  "  on  his  staff."  I  have  requested  another  major  and  inspector- 
general,  but  the  request  has  not  been  granted,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  deprive 
a  regiment  of  a  needed  officer  that  the  work  might  be  done.  Brigade  inspectors 
have  been  detailed  from  the  staff  of  the  brigade  commanders. 

A  system  of  daily  reports  (blank  inclosed,  No.  1)  was  at  once  established.  This 
was  soon  found  too  burdensome  for  the  brigade  inspectors,  who  were  invariably 
filling  other  duties  in  addition  to  their  inspection  work,  and  a  weekly  report  was 
substituted. 

On  arrival  of  Lieut.  Col.  Rogers  Birnie,  chief  ordnance  officer,  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  report  was  changed,  and  from  August  6  the  report  on  ordnance  has 
been  furnished  by  his  department.  The  information  now  furnished  by  the 
inspector-general's  department  is  collected  in  the  blank  inclosed  (second  inclos- 
ure) ,  forwarded  to  this  office  each  Saturday,  and  to  the  corps  commander  Monday. 
A  special  report  on  the  condition  of  aiming  drill  and  target  practice  was  made  in 
similar  fashion  August  1.  The  detailed  field  inspection  and  report  on  every  regi- 
ment in  the  command  has  habitually  been  made  by  the  division  inspectors,  except 
as  hereinafter  noted. 

In  addition  to  the  headquarters  work,  as  the  head  of  this  department  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  instructions,  I  have  made  field  inspection  and 
report  in  the  case  of  11  regiments— Second  Mississippi,  First  Texas,  First  Alabama, 
First  Louisiana,  Second  Alabama,  Second  Louisiana,  Third  Nebraska,  First  South 
Carolina,  One  hundred  and  Sixty-first  Indiana,  and  Sixth  Missouri. 

I  have  inspected  and  reported  in  detail  on  camp  grounds  at  Miama,  Magnolia 
Springs,  and  Riverside,  Fla.  I  have  selected  and  procured,  free  of  expense  to  the 
Government,  a  700-yard  rifle  range  (land  owned  by  Sigo  Meyers,  esq.),  near 
Panama  Park. 

I  have  selected  and  procured,  free  of  expense  to  the  Government,  site  for  the 
Second  Division  hospital  (land  owned  by  A.  B.  Campbell,  esq.). 

I  have  selected  and  procured,  free  of  expense  to  the  Government,  drill  grounds 
for  the  First  Division  (land  owned  by  Dr.  S.  Sollace  Mitchell  and  Hon.  W.  A. 
McLean). 

I  have  inspected  and  condemned  two  proposed  sites  for  200-yard  ranges  as 
unsafe. 

I  have  inspected  five  and  selected  one  site  for  provost-guard  camp.  I  have 
inspected  and  reported  in  detail  on  Second  Division  hospital.  I  have  inspected 
and  reported  on  surroundings  First  Division  hospital. 

I  have  investigated  charges  against  officers  Forty -ninth  Iowa  Regiment  and 
against  officers  Signal  Corps  14. 

I  have  inspected  and  condemned  shipment  of  289,000  pounds  of  canned  beef, 
taken  back,  and  fresh  beef  issued  by  Armour  &  Co. 

I  have  inspected  and  condemned  153,148  pounds  of  bacon  shipped  by  commis- 
sary at  New  Orleans. 

I  have  investigated  five  claims  of  landowners  against  the  United  States  for 
damage  sustained  from  location  of  camps. 

I  have  arranged  with  the  city  authorities  for  the  removal  of  garbage  deposited 
on  private  property  near  camps  and  with  county  authorities  for  repair  of  roads 
at  their  expense  used  by  troops. 

1  have  investigated  two  reports  on  Spanish  spies. 

I  have  inspected  the  accounts  of  one  disbursing  officer,  Chief  Quartermaster 
F.  Von  Schrader. 

I  have  investigated  and  reported  on  the  harbor  and  shipping  facilities  of  Jack- 
sonville and  of  the  river  front  in  its  vicinity,  with  maps  and  soundings. 
7833 7 
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In  addition  to  these  ordered  duties,  I  have  conceived  it  the  duty  of  the  inspector- 
general  to  spend  a  part  of  each  day  among  the  troops  and  make  recommendations 
on  his  observations.  It  has  also  been  my  privilege  to  perform  many  of  the  confi- 
dential duties  usually  performed  by  a  personal  aid.  The  inspector- general  has 
reported  for  duty  daily,  including  Sundays,  habitually  worked  over  ten  hours 
daily,  attended  every  ordered  drill  and  review,  and  never  received  an  hour's  leave. 

Recommendations.— The  troops  never  have  been  and  are  not  yet  provided  with 
sufficient  clothing.  Khaki  uniform,  or  better,  light  linen  ones,  issued  earlier,  would 
have  prevented  much  discomfort  and  disease.  The  men  at  present  have  but  one 
blue  shirt,  leaving  them  no  change  when  wet  through  on  drill. 

The  Springfield  rifle  has  had  its  day  and  should  be  discarded  altogether.  The 
United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  is  armed  with  a  modern  repeating  carbine,  and 
has  shown  that  the  care  of  such  a  weapon  does  not  necessarily  require  years  of 
training.  Testimony  against  the  smoky  cartridges  of  the  Springfield  from  those 
more  fortunate  than  the  Seventh  Corps  further  supports  experience  in  camp  with 
this  corps. 

Regimental  post  exchanges  should  be  made  compulsory,  and  not  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  regimental  commanders.  Enlisted  men  will  purchase  little  luxuries, 
and  it  is  better  that  they  should  purchase  inspected  supplies  of  ginger  ale,  lemon- 
ade, pies,  cakes,  etc.  No  beer  saloons,  lemonade  stands,  etc.,  should  be  allowed 
to  be  constructed  where  they  can  constantly  be  used  by  men  in  camp.  The  sick- 
ness prevalent  in  regiments  without  post  exchanges  can  in  no  small  degree  be 
traced  to  the  purchase  of  milk  shakes,  lemonade,  etc.,  made  from  infected  water, 
and  food  utterly  unfit  for  consumption. 

The  Buzzacott  field  oven  has  only  proved  fairly  satisfactory. 

The  Myers  outfit,  used  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-first  Indiana,  has  proved 
not  only  more  useful,  but  infinitely  cleaner. 

If  the  National  Guard  is  to  be  kept  up  and  the  method  employed  at  the  opening 
of  the  war  again  pursued,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  an  enlargement  of  the 
force  of  the  inspector-general's  department,  and  a  detailed,  not  a  superficial,  inspec- 
tion in  each  State. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  power  should  be  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  disband  State  troops  who  do  not  reach  a  certain  standard  of  efficiency, 
including  care  of  property. 

Many  tents,  rifles,  and  uniforms  turned  over  by  the  States  to  the  United  States 
when  mustering  State  troops  into  the  national  service  were  found  rotten,  rusted, 
or  in  some  way  utterly  useless. 

Drill  by  trumpet,  extended  order  drill,  and  the  rudiments  of  military  admin- 
istration should  be  enforced  in  all  State  troops  liable  to  be  called  into  the  service 
of  the  nation,  and  the  National  Guard  put  more  thoroughly  under  the  control  of 
the  War  Department  as  the  reserve  of  the  Army.  The  lack  of  actual  camp  expe- 
rience has  been  disastrous.  The  efforts  of  a  competent  chief  surgeon  may  at 
any  time  be  neutralized  by  incompetent  volunteer  hospital  stewards,  and  it  is  of 
small  use  to  issue  ample  supplies  to  quartermaster-sergeants  who  do  not  know 
how  to  distribute  or  exchange  them,  and  to  company  cooks  who  arrange  alternately 
a  gorge  and  a  feast.  Of  three  regiments  in  the  same  brigade  in  this  corps,  with 
exactly  the  same  issue  of  rations,  two  were  perfectly  contented,  while  the  third 
complained  constantly  of  hunger. 

Troops  in  the  field  are  constantly  in  need  of  supervision  and  instruction  in 
details  of  administration.  The  creation  of  captains  and  inspectors  of  volunteers, 
to  be  attached  to  brigade  staff,  as  was  done  with  the  commissary  and  quarter- 
master departments  would  have  aided  materially  in  this  work. 

The  condition  of  troops  in  the  field  depends  upon  the  company  commander 
more  than  upon  any  other  one  man.  The  neglect  of  certain  company  officers  to 
instruct  quartermaster-sergeants  as  to  exchange  and  management  of  rations, 
their  neglect  to  obey  orders  in  regard  to  daily  inspections  of  company  street,  their 


MIAMI    AND    JACKSONVILLE.  9$ 

neglect  to  obey  orders  governing  each  meal  by  a  commissioned  officer,  thei^ 
neglect  to  make  and  press  requisitions  for  needed  clothing  and  other  supplies, 
their  neglect  to  supervise  and  control  as  far  as  possible  their  men  in  purchases  of 
improper  articles  of  food  and  drink,  is  responsible  for  much— I  believe  most— of 
the  sickness  and  readiness  to  shirk  which  has  appeared  in  certain  battalions.  The 
necessary  details  from  line  officers  for  staff  work  have  been  altogether  too  numer- 
ous. Brigade  staffs  in  particular  have  been  filled  with  officers  who  were  urgently 
needed  with  their  companies,  and  upon  them  and  the  personal  aides  of  the  briga- 
dier-generals the  work  of  brigade  inspection  has  fallen. 

The  terrible  weakness  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  the  lack  of  any  large, 
thoroughly  trained  general  staff,  such  as  exists  in  other  great  nations,  for  work  in 
all  the  departments,  has  never  been  more  manifest  than  in  this  war.  Men  imper- 
fectly trained  or  utterly  ignorant  have  been  placed  in  highly  important  positions, 
with  the  health  and  lives  of  soldiers  depending  upon  them,  for  the  excellent  reason 
that  enough  trained  army  surgeons,  quartermasters,  commissaries,  ordnance  offi- 
cers, inspectors,  etc.,  with  a  large,  trained  corps  of  enlisted  men  in  each  depart- 
ment, did  not  exist  and  half-trained  volunteers  had  to  be  allowed  to  try. 

The  private  soldier  has  had  to  pay  for  the  unwillingness  of  Congress  to  provide 
and  keep  on  hand  a  sufficient  corps  of  trained  men  to  feed,  clothe,  and  nurse  him. 

This  department  has  suffered  with  the  rest  from  this  policy  of  Congress  and 
from  the  lack  of  sufficient  appropriations  which,  in  this  office  for  example,  blocks 
important  reports  for  days  for  lack  of  a  typewriter,  and  has  left  an  entire  division 
and  all  the  brigades  without  a  regular  trained  inspector,  forcing  most  of  the  work 
to  be  done  by  officers  needed  for  other  duties. 

I  have  been  exceptionally  fortunate  in  the  cordial  cooperation  and  valuable 
suggestions  of  Major  Cheever,  Major  Evans,  and  Lieutenant- Colonel  Mc Williams. 
Their  labor  has  been  cheerfully  and  promptly  performed,  and  the  department, 
whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  results  of  its  labors,  has  done  its  work  with  unity 
of  purpose  and  in  absolute  harmony. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General. 

A  true  copy: 

O.  E.  Wood,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  21,  1898. 
H.  C.  Corbin, 

Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Replying  to  your  circular  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  to  commanding  officers 
and  surgeons  of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  concerning — 
Medical  officers. — The  Ninth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  has  its  full  complement 
of  officers,  save  one  lieutenant- surgeon  (Dr.  Walter  Washburn),  who  has  been  on 
detached  duty  for  about  three  weeks  at  the  Second  Division  hospital,  also  one 
hospital  steward  (Omer  Dale)  who  has  been  absent  on  sick  leave  for  about  four 
days. 

Medicines  and  hospitals. —White  at  Springfield,  111.,  we  were  furnished  every- 
thing required  to  treat  any  disease  in  camp  or  regimental  hospital.  Here  we  are 
furnished  medicines  and  prepared  foods  sufficient  to  treat  minor  and  temporary 
diseases  in  quarters.  The  more  serious  cases,  such  as  typhoids,  are  sent  to  the 
division  hospital,  where  they  are  given  as  good  attention  and  treated  as  success- 
fully as  they  are  in  any  hospital  in  the  country. 
Very  respectfully, 

Andy  Hall, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Ninth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 
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MR.  HOOVER'S  COMPLAINT. 

Chicago,  October  18,  1898. 
Commissioners  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  care  Col.  J.  A.  Sexton. 
Honorable  and  Dear  Sirs:  On  September  24,  1898,  I  wrote  Hon.  Russell  A. 
Alger,  Secretary  of  War,  as  follows: 

Honorable  and  Dear  Sir:  I  yesterday  buried  one  of  my  sons  who  enlisted  last  April  in 
Company  B,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteers.  He  died  at  the  Second  Division  Hospital,  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  on  the  19th  instant,  of  typhoid  fever.  I  have  no  feelings  of  resentment  nor  of  a  personal 
nature  in  what  I  am  to  say.  On  the  contrary,  I  was  treated  personally  with  courtesy  by  all 
the  officers  with  whom  I  came  in  contact  during  the  ten  days  and  nights  I  spent  with  my  son 
prior  to  his  death.  I,  however,  feel  it  my  duty  in  the  interest  of  other  soldiers  and  for  the  repu- 
tation of  our  splendid  Government  to  say  there  must  be  somewhere  connected  with  the  Second 
Division  Hospital  criminal  neglect  or  else  incompetency.  For  instance,  the  Second  Division 
Hospital  was  begun,  I  believe,  on  the  8th  day  of  June,  yet  when  I  arrived  at  Jacksonville  and 
went  to  my  son  in  ward  N,  section  No.  2,  on  September  9,  eight  weeks  later,  there  had  not  been 
in  that  ward  nor  in  the  adjoining  wards— I  am  told  not  in  that  division  hospital— an  ice  bag,  a 
hot- water  bag,  a  syringe,  nor  a  catheter;  neither  was  there  a  broom,  except  a  private  one,  nor 
a  mop. 

When  I  was  in  the  hospital  caring  for  my  son  there  was  one  lady  nurse  and  one 
soldier  nurse  to  care  for  a  section,  which  included  10  sick.  I  know  that  much  of 
the  time  while  I  was  there  in  nearly  all  the  sections  there  were  several  patients 
who  were  delirious,  in  some  instances  half  of  them.  These  nurses  were  put 
on  duty  at  1  o'clock  in  the  daytime  and  were  expected  to  serve  consecutively 
until  1  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  submit  that  caring  for  such  cases  for  such  a 
length  of  time  two  nurses  were  not  sufficient.  In  one  instance  where  the  nurses 
were  not  relieved  at  1  o'clock,  but  had  to  be  on  duty  until  7  in  the  morning,  the 
mess  house  would  not  give  them  even  coffee  and  bread,  because,  they  declared,  that 
they  would  be  put  in  the  guardhouse  if  they  would  disobey  orders  and  give  lunches 
to  nurses.  By  very  great  urgency  I  secured  for  them  the  help  of  the  officer  of  the 
day,  and  we  secured  something  to  eat.  When  I  arrived  at  the  hospital  the  major- 
ity of  the  sick  were  entirely  without  mosquito  netting  and  their  faces  were  cov- 
ered with  flies.  I  personally  saw  the  hash  made  at  the  mess  house  where  the 
flies  were  so  thick  that  I  am  sure  an  abundance  of  flies  were  crushed  in  it.  I 
submit  that  there  was  criminal  carelessness  when  for  weeks  soldiers  were  obliged 
to  lie  with  flies  in  their  mouth,  eyes,  and  ears,  when  for  a  very  small  sum  the 
netting  could  have  been  secured.  While  the  employees  at  the  mess  house  would 
have  been  put  in  the  guardhouse  for  giving  an  overworked  nurse  coffee  and  bread 
at  an  unusual  hour,  yet  the  employees,  in  giving  out  nightshirts,  took  letters  that 
friends  had  put  in  the  pockets  for  the  sick  soldiers  and  appropriated  said  letters 
themselves,  and  this  without  any  apology  in  the  presence  of  strangers  as  well  as 
the  employees. 

I  know  that  war  is  war,  and  I  know  what  it  means,  since  I  was  a  soldier  for  three 
and  one-half  years  during  the  civil  war.  It  has  its  cruel  and  unfortunate  phases, 
but  I  submit  that  when  my  sons  and  others  went  to  war  to  die,  if  necessary,  for 
their  country,  they  did  not  go  to  die  of  neglect,  indifference,  or  incompetence. 
While  I  do  not  say  who  was  to  blame  for  the  neglect,  I  suggest  that  somebody 
ought  to  be  replaced  with  an  individual  of  ability  and  conscience. 

Desiring  only  that  the  cause  of  humanity  shall  be  conserved,  and  with  "Charity 
for  all  and  malice  toward  none," 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Geo.  K.  Hoover. 

P.  S.— Ben.  Jones,  of  Company  A,  Fiftieth  Iowa,  who  was  ward  master  of  wards 
O,  P,  Q,  and  R,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  when  I  was  there,  very 
frankly  told  me  that  he  had  undoubtedly  seen  men  die  of  neglect.  If  you  will 
also  ask  for  the  testimony  of  Rev.  Blemus,  pastor  of  the  Christian  Church,  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  he  can  give  you  facts  that  may  be  useful  to  you. 


MIAMI   AND    JACKSONVILLE.     :  1Q1 

[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Anniston,  Ala.,  October  22,  1898. 
Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Commission  to  forward  to  you  the  inclosed  letter 
received  here,  with  the  request  that  you  make  a  full  and  complete  report  on  the 
same,  covering  all  points  raised  in  the  letter. 

Please  send  the  letter  and  your  report  thereon  to  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Do^ge, 
Auditorium  Hotel,  Chicago,  111. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  C.  Mills, 

Major,  Inspector- General,  Recorder. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

October  26, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  surgeon  in  charge  Second  Division  Hospital  for  investigation  and 
report.    This  paper  to  be  returned  to  this  office. 

Thos.  E.  Evins, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

[Second  indorsement.  ] 

Hospital,,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  November  2,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  calling  atten- 
tion to  my  report  attached  hereto. 

J.  R.  Kean, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

late  Commanding  Officer,  Second  Division  Hospital. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

November  h,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Gen.  G-renville  M.  Dodge,  president  Commission  of  Investigation, 
calling  his  attention  to  report  herewith  inclosed. 

George  R.  Fowler, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Second  Division  Hospital,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Fla.,  November  2, 1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  U.S.A., 

President  Commission  of  Investigation,  Anditorium  Hotel,  Chicago,  III. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  compliance  with  the  first  indorse- 
ment hereon: 

I  well  recollect  the  visit  of  Mr.  George  K.  Hoover  at  the  division  hospital,  and 
saw  his  son  a  number  of  times  during  his  illness,  and  I  am  certain  that  the  young 
man  lacked  for  nothing  in  the  way  of  medical  attention,  skilled  and  devoted  nurs- 
ing, proper  food  and  medicines;  and,  in  fact,  the  writer  has  no  complaint  to 
make  on  that  score.  Mr.  Hoover  during  his  stay  of  ten  days  scarcely  slept  at  all, 
and  from  distress  of  mind  and  loss  of  sleep  fell  into  a  state  of  nervous  exaltation 
and  irritability  which  was  noticeable  to  all  and  which  bordered  on  irresponsi- 
bility, and  to  this  I  attribute  the  extravagant  statements  of  this  letter. 

As  regards  the  articles  mentioned  as  not  having  ever  been  in  the  Second  Divi- 
sion Hospital,  I  find  from  my  returns  of  property  that  I  drew  during  the  two 
weeks  from  August  29  to  September  11,  1898,  50  ice  bags,  25  hot- water  bags,  and 
24  syringes.  The  catheters  were  not  left  in  the  wards  but  kept  in  the  surgical 
chests,  where  they  belonged.  There  were  6  in  each  chest.  Brooms  are  an 
expendible  article  not  carried  on  the  returns,  but  I  drew  them  as  often  as  called 
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for  by  the  ward  masters.  My  returns  show  that  I  drew  on  August  29,  1898, 250 
mosquito  bars  in  addition  to  a  large  number  already  on  hand,  most  of  which 
had  been  given  by  the  Red  Cross  Society.  I  think  that  every  man  who  wanted 
a  mosquito  bar  had  one,  but  it  was  well  known  that  a  surprisingly  large  num- 
ber of  men  objected  to  them  on  account  of  their  keeping  out  the  breeze.  I 
finally,  during  September,  abandoned  the  use  of  mosquito  bars  and  screened  in  the 
ward  sections  with  wire  gauze.  The  plague  of  flies  I  can  not  deny.  All  of  us 
who  spent  the  summer  here  have  painful  recollections  of  their  number  and  per- 
sistence, but  there  was  never  any  complaint  of  their  presence  in  the  food,  and  Mr. 
Hoover's  idea  that  they  formed  a  constituent  of  the  hash  seems  to  be  merely  a 
surmise. 

While  as  a  matter  of  protection  for  the  cooks  an  order  had  to  be  issued  against 
serving  meals  between  meal  hours,  there  were  four  meals  a  day  for  the  nurses 
(one  at  midnight)  and  the  mealtime  was  an  hour  and  a  half  for  each  meal,  so  that 
inexcusable  tardiness  could  alone  explain  the  fact  of  a  hungry  attendant. 

I  do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  complaint  of  the  appropriation  by 
attendants  of  the  letters  in  nightshirts. 

As  regards  the  number  of  attendants,  I  never  had  enough,  and  was  constant  and 
clamorous  in  my  demands  for  more,  but  there  were  always  enough  to  care  for  the 
sick,  and  the  effect  was,  not  that  the  sick  suffered  neglect,  but  that  in  the  long  run 
the  nurses  were  overworked.  When  there  were  delirious  patients  in  a  ward  sec- 
tion a  special  detail  was  made  habitually  in  addition  to  the  regular  force.  It  is 
not  true  that  any  men  died  in  this  hospital  of  "neglect,  indifference,  or  incompe- 
tence," and  these  cruel  and  sweeping,  assertions  from  one  who  received  so  much 
sympathy  and  consideration  from  all  as  did  Mr.  Hoover,  clash  in  a  singular  way 
with  his  claim  of  "Charity  for  all  and  malice  toward  none." 

The  identity  and  qualifications  of  the  "  somebody"  who  is  "  without  ability  or 
conscience  "  I  will  leave  to  the  honorable  Commission  to  determine. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Kean, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

late  Commanding  Officer,  Second  Division  Hospital. 


PRIVATE  RICHTER'S  CASE. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  October  2.9, 1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  Investigating  Commission,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  verbal  instructions  received  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  case 
of  Private  August  Richter,  Company  H,  Second  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  said  Richter  has  the  record  of  being  a  habitual 
malingerer. 

Some  six  weeks  ago  he  was  disciplined  by  his  captain,  and  immediately  after 
made  application  for  discharge  on  the  ground  of  general  sickness,  rheumatism, 
and  great  pain.  Major  Charlaron,  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  informs  me  that  he 
examined  the  man  for  rheumatism,  found  no  trace  of  it,  and  ordered  him  to  return 
to  duty.  A  week  or  so  after  this  the  man  walked  to  corps  headquarters  and  pre- 
sented himself  to  General  Lee  in  person  with  the  same  request,  that  he  be  mustered 
out.  The  case  was  referred  back  to  the  regiment  for  action,  and  by  request  of 
Colonel  Wood,  commanding  Second  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  a  medical 
board,  consisting  of  Major  Ford,  brigade  surgeon;  Captain  Munday,  commanding 
First  Division  Hospital,  and  Captain  Simmons,  assistant  surgeon.  Second  Virginia 
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Volunteer  Infantry,  was  convened  and  examined  the  man.  They  presented  a 
unanimous  report,  ordering  the  man  to  return  to  duty  as  a  malingerer,  and  this 
report  was  forwarded  to  corps  headquarters. 

It  is  the  testimony  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  that  Private  Richter  is  in  the 
habit  of  walking  from  his  camp  into  Jacksonville  and  back  nearly  every  day,  a 
distance  of  some  6  miles.  This  he  did  yesterday  when  he  reported  himself  to  you 
as  unfit  for  drill. 

He  has  been  detected,  again  and  again,  walking  with  a  perfectly  free  and  easy 
step  when  he  did  not  know  that  an  officer  was  observing  him.  He  explained  this 
circumstance  by  stating  that  the  pains  seized  him  suddenly;  that  they  are  not  local, 
but  extend  all  over  his  body. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  his  discharge  has  already  been  asked  for,  and  the  papers, 
two  days  ago,  were  forwarded  to  corps  headquarters  with  the  request  that  he  be 
discharged  as  a  useless  encumbrance,  from  whom  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any 
duty. 

The  witnesses  I  examined  were:  Col.  Elmer  E.  Wood,  commanding  Second 
Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry;  Lieut.  Henry  L.  Favrot,  adjutant  Second  Louisiana 
Volunteer  Infantry;  Maj.  Frank  J.  Charlaron,  surgeon  Second  Louisiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry;  Capt.  R.  G.  Simmons,  assistant  surgeon  Second  Virginia  Volunteer 
Infantry;  Private  W.  E.  Jones,  Company  H,  Second  Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 

A  thorough  report  on  the  subject,  with  true  copies  of  all  papers  and  indorse- 
ments in  the  case,  can  be  furnished  if  desired. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr. , 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Inspector-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


Surgeon's  Office,  Third  Division  Hospital, 

Panama  Park,  Fla.,  October  20,  1898. 
Dr.  P.  S.  Conner, 

War  Department  Investigating  Commission,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  on  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday's  date  I 
investigated  the  charge  made  by  Frank  Rundus  in  regard  to  drunkenness  in 
Ward  R.  I  found  that  Cox,  the  man  charged  with  being  drunk,  had  returned 
from  pass  intoxicated.  He  attempted  to  go  on  duty  in  the  ward,  and  the  head 
nurse,  one  of  the  Catholic  Sisters,  noticing  his  condition,  suggested  that  he  be 
taken  away,  as  he  was  useless.  His  tent  mate  led  him  away  and  put  him  to  bed. 
The  Sister,  in  reply  to  my  question  as  to  why  this  was  not  reported  to  me,  said 
that  the  boy  was  a  most  excellent  nurse,  was  not  addicted  to  drink,  and  was  not 
unruly,  simply  unable  to  perform  his  duties.  I  have  dealt  with  the  case  in  such  a 
way  that  I  don't  think  it  will  occur  again. 

The  other  instance  of  a  man  being  drunk  and  threatening,  the  doctor  and  nurses 
on  duty  in  the  ward  say  they  have  no  knowledge  of. 

This  man  Rundus  is  an  obstreperous  young  man,  who  wrote  me  an  impertinent 
letter  soon  after  I  took  command  of  this  hospital,  and  I  think  was  actuated  in 
reporting  this  affair  to  you  only  by  a  desire  to  make  trouble. 
Respectfully, 

Paul  Clendenin, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  Commanding  Hospital. 


HOSPITALS  AT  CAMP  WIKOFF. 


LETTEBS,  DOCUMENTS,  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO  THE  CONDUCT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  AT  MONTAUK  POINT. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  12,  1898. 
Mrs.  Clarence  E.  Beebe, 

Quogue,  Long  Island,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Madam:  I  am  directed  by  the  Surgeon-General  to  inform  you  that  your 
letter  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  reference  to  alleged  deficiency  in 
surgeons  and  nurses  at  Camp  Wikoff  and  needless  suffering  among  the  soldiers 
there,  has  been  referred  to  this  office.  The  number  of  sick  in  hospital  at  Camp 
Wikoff  has  fallen  from  1,700  to  766  on  September  9,  and  the  proportion  is  constantly 
diminishing.  All  sick  capable  of  standing  transportation  without  injury  are  now 
being  removed  from  Montauk  to  civilian  hospitals  in  New  York  and  elsewhere, 
and  it  is  believed  by  this  Department  that  additional  surgeons  and  nurses  are  not 
now  required  at  Camp  Wikoff. 

Very  respectfully,  Edward  L.  Munson, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Quogue,  Long  Island,  New  York, 

September  — ,  1898. 
President  McKinley. 

My  Dear  Sir:  May  I,  as  one  of  the  women  of  our  dear  country,  a  summer  res- 
ident on  Long  Island,  and  a  cordial  admirer  of  our  good  President,  beg  for  imme- 
diate help  for  our  poor  convalescent  soldiers  on  Long  Island,  at  Montauk? 
Unless  hundreds  of  lives  are  sacrificed  most  needlessly  the  staff  of  physicians  and 
corps  of  nurses  must  be  increased  and  a  separate  hospital  established  for  the  con- 
valescents. Could  you  see  the  poor,  wretched  men  who  come  through  Quogue— 
men  not  able  to  stand— you  would  understand  why  I  am  intruding  my  most  earn- 
est appeal  for  aid.  Please,  I  beg,  start  a  reform  in  methods  at  Camp  Wikoff. 
The  conditions  there  are  really  most  terrible. 
With  sincere  respect,  yours,  hopefully, 

Maria  Louise  Beebe. 
(Mrs.  Clarence  E.) 


Grace  Church,  Jamaica,  Borough  of  Queens, 

New  York  City,  September  25,  1898. 
His  Excellency  the  President: 

By  request  of  Mrs.  L.  E.  Hogan,  I  beg  to  present  the  following  statement  of 
some  of  the  difficulties  I  encountered  in  obtaining  sick  soldiers  for  Jamaica 
hospital. 

Having  organized  a  relief  society  I  was  requested  by  its  officers  to  obtain  sick 
soldiers  from  Camp  Wikoff.  Six  were  already  in  Jamaica  Hospital,  rescued  in  an 
104 
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exhausted  condition  from  the  trains.     The  hospital  authorities  offered  to  take  25 
more,  free  of  expense  to  the  Government.   This  was  to  be  met  by  the  relief  society. 

On  my  first  trip  to  Montauk,  September  8,  I  was  promised  25  by  Major  Brown, 
chief  surgeon  of  the  general  hospital.  On  Saturday,  September  17,  I  went  again 
to  Montauk  for  these,  and  having  made  arrangements  with  the  quartermaster  for 
their  transportation,  and  with  the  railroad  authorities,  I  went  up  to  the  general 
hospital.  Major  Brown,  having  satisfied  himself  that  I  intended  to  receive  the 
patients  with  proper  conveniences,  gave  his  consent  that  25  should  be  sent.  He 
referred  me  to  Colonel  Forward,  in  command,  to  order  transportation  to  be  fur- 
nished. Colonel  Forward,  after  an  interview  of  ten  minutes,  refused  to  consent 
to  their  removal.  His  reasons  as  chiefly  stated  were  that  he  was  sending  patients 
to  New  York  by  the  Shinnecock  and  that  it  was  not  for  "  our  interest"  that  citi- 
zens and  city  or  private  hospitals  should  freely  care  for  patients  of  the  United 
States  Army.     He  did  not  care  what  was  done,  he  said,  with  the  volunteers. 

Colonel  Forward  referred  me  to  Maj.  H.  S.  T.  Harris,  chief  surgeon  of  the  First 
Cavalry  division  hospital,  to  get  patients  of  him.  Having  arranged  with  Dr. 
Harris  and  with  Mrs.  L.  E.  Hogan,  who  had  kindly  recommended  me  to  him,  and 
with  their  assistance  having  fitted  up  two  express  cars  with  cots,  wire  matresses, 
and  straw,  nourishment  of  milk  and  ice,  and  medicines,  waited  ten  minutes 
beyond  train  time  for  the  patients  to  come  from  camp.  Dr.  Harris  finally  came 
alone,  saying  that  the  railroad  station  agent  had  refused  to  detain  the  train  a 
few  minutes  for  the  arrival  of  the  soldiers,  and  he  had  ordered  them  back  to  the 
hospital  in  camp.  He  promised  to  send  them  the  next  day,  and  I  returned  to  my 
duties  here  on  the  already  dispatched  train  as  it  was  moving  out  of  the  station. 

I  was  not  at  Montauk  the  next  day,  Sunday,  when  the  soldiers  were  shipped  by 
Dr.  Harris  in  the  same  cars  which  1  had  prepared  on  Saturday.  They  were  trans- 
ferred safely,  and  I  received  them  here.  Mrs.  Hogan,  a  doctor  and  a  nurse,  accom- 
panied the  25  soldiers  here  from  Montauk.  We  are  indebted  to  Mrs.  Hogan's 
invaluable  efforts  for  their  arrival.  Ten  minutes  before  the  train  started  from 
Montauk  the  railroad  station  agent  refused  the  use  of  the  cars  unless  he  was  paid 
$50.  This  would  have  left  the  sick  soldiers  on  the  platform,  3  miles  from  camp, 
and  Mrs.  Hogan  gave  her  check  for  the  amount,  which  I  afterwards  refunded  to 
her  as  a  loan  till  it  could  be  recovered  from  the  railroad  company.  Mrs.  Hogan 
held  in  her  hand  the  regular  railroad  transportation  tickets.  These  soldiers, 
mostly  from  the  United  States  cavalry  regiments,  have  been  attended  freely  by 
seven  regular  physicians.  They  have  been  carefully  nursed  by  trained  and  vol- 
unteer nurses,  women  of  the  highest  standing  in  our  churches  and  community. 
These  have  toiled  with  tender  sympathy  and  a  patriotism  that  appreciates  what 
these  soldiers  have  done  and  the  efforts  of  the  President  and  his  subordinates  in 
their  behalf.  None  of  the  soldiers  have  died,  and  more  than  half  are  sufficiently 
recovered  to  finish  their  furloughs  at  home. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Horatio  Oliver  Ladd, 
President  of  the  Jamaica  Hospital  Belief  Society. 

President  McKinley, 

Executive  Mansion,  Washington. 


Lemon  Building, 

Washington,  D.  C. ,  September  SO,  1898. 
Rev.  Horatio  O.  Ladd, 

Jamaica,  Borough  of  Queens,  New  York  City. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commission  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  25th  instant,  and  to  say  that  your  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  at  Camp  Wikoff  are  deeply  appreciated. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 
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Camp  Wikoff,  September  26,  1898. 
President  McKinley. 

Dear  Sir:  The  days  of  Camp  Wikoff  are  drawing  to  a  close.  I  have  been 
there  almost  from  the  first,  and  investigated  every  part  of  the  camp,  General 
Wheeler  kindly  according  me  the  liberty  of  the  camp  on  my  arrival,  so  have  had 
ample  opportunity  to  see  and  hear.  I  wish  to  state  to  you,  in  my  estimation,  it 
has  been  the  most  perfect  war  camp  the  world  has  ever  known.  In  all  the  world's 
history  soldiers  have  never  been  so  kindly  and  well  cared  for,  especially  the  sick. 
Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  management  and  the  faithfulness  and 
earnestness  with  which  I  found  all  performing  their  duty,  from  the  General 
down  to  lowliest  private,  especially  in  the  hospital  department,  and  call  your 
attention  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Frank  G.  Jones,  the  surgeon  in  chief  of  the  docks, 
whose  care  and  attention  of  the  men  being  transferred  from  the  transports  to  the 
ambulances  and  hospital  ships  could  not  be  surpassed.  That  of  Maj.  Surg.  Ira 
Brown  and  Major  Heizmann,  whose  faithfulness  to  duty  and  unfailing  courtesy  to 
all  who  call  upon  them,  their  prompt  attention  to  any  lack  called  to  their  notice, 
and  its  prompt  remedy;  Major  Thomason  and  his  assistant,  Stewart  Ray,  in  their 
care  of  the  patients  being  transferred  to  the  ambulances  from  the  wards  and  vice 
versa.  These  men  have  not  only  done  their  duty,  and  their  whole  duty,  but  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  done  deserves  commendation. 

Too  much  can  not  be  said  of  the  faithfulness  of  nurses  and  physicians.  I  have 
visited  the  wards  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night;  have  been  with  the  sick  and 
the  dying;  also  their  friends,  and  have  heard  nothing  but  expressions  of  gratitude 
and  praise  for  nurses,  physicians,  and  Camp  Wikoff.  I  wish  some  little  recogni- 
tion might  be  given  them  in  the  way  of  badge  or  medal.  Will  you  not  kindly 
consider  this  proposition? 

I  have  visited  the  men  coming  in  from  the  transport,  the  hospital  ships  going 
out,  ridden  in  ambulance  and  army  wagon,  seen  men  off  aboard  the  train,  visited 
the  divisional  and  regimental  hospitals,  aided  friends  in  looking  for  their  dear 
ones  and  removing  their  dead,  investigated  alleged  abuses,  the  latter  of  which 
mostly  were  found  to  be  groundless,  and  am  prepared  to  say  Camp  Wikoff,  on 
the  whole,  is  a  model  camp.  I  found  the  railroad  and  military  authorities  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  manage  the  camp  in  the  interest  of  the  soldiers  from  Cuba. 
The  people  who  are  casual  observers  do  not  appreciate  the  conditions  as  they 
really  exist.  There  were  about  20,000  men  and  officers,  a  large  proportion  of 
them  who  were  sick,  to  be  housed,  fed,  clothed,  and  provided  for  generally  on 
short  notice.  This  was  done  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time.  The  first,  the 
water  question,  was  satisfactorily  settled.  Canvas  was  spread  to  cover  all  these 
men;  the  ration  question  settled  so  that  if  every  soldier  did  not  get  what  he 
wanted  to  eat,  and  plenty  of  it,  the  fault  was  his  own. 

Then  many  details  arising  daily  from  an  emergency  standpoint  were  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  best  and  most  experienced  officers  who  could  be  found  for  the 
duty.  They  stood  ready  at  all  times  to  render  all  assistance  in  their  power  to  vis- 
itors and  others  who  came  to  the  camp.  Thousands  who  have  come  to  the  camp 
filled  with  distraction,  expecting  to  find  all  kinds  of  horror,  have  gone  away 
expressing  nothing  but  praise  for  those  in  authority  and  the  utmost  gratitude  and 
relief  at  finding  their  dear  ones  tenderly  cared  for. 

People  seem  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  this  is  a  war  camp,  not  a  garrison  in  time 
of  peace;  that  it  was  hastily  prepared,  and  the  men  in  it  just  from  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, their  condition  produced  there  not  here.  True  the  Government  did  not  pro- 
vide all  the  luxuries  enjoyed  by  the  men,  but  much  credit  is  due  the  Red  Cross 
and  other  associations,  among  them  the  Merchants'  Association  of  New  York, 
relief  associations,  etc.,  but  Government's  officials  there  did  their  best  and  were 
'mtiring  in  their  energy  and  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the  camp. 

I  trust  this  will  be  of  some  service  and  satisfaction  to  you,  particularly  when  I 
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tell  you  it  comes  from  one  who  went  there  filled  with  indignation  on  hearing  the 
reports  of  neglect  and  mismanagement  from  there.  One  whose  intention  was  to 
expose  the  abuses  and  aid  in  bringing  to  account  those  responsible  for  them.  I 
now  feel,  in  spite  of  all  the  newspaper  criticism,  time  will  vindicate  the  selection 
of  the  camp;  more  charitable  views  will  prevail  as  to  its  management.  This  will 
be  brought  about  mainly  by  the  men,  who,  on  reaching  their  respective  homes, 
will  tell  their  own  story. 
Respectfully, 

Jessie  M.  Holland. 
P.  S. — I  went  there  as  a  correspondent;  then  became  the  hospital  visitor  of  the 
Sixth  Cavalry,  United  States  Army.     My  investigations  being  carried  on  privately 
and  quietly,  therefore  thoroughly. 


October  6,  1898. 
Mr.  Beaver. 

Dear  Sir:  This  morning's  paper  makes  me  to  have  said  to  the  President,  accord- 
ing to  the  question  asked  General  Wheeler,  that  men  were  "carried  out  in  a  dying 
condition  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them."  What  I  really  did  say  to  the  President 
was,  "Mr.  President,  in  passing  through  the  wards  did  you  notice  the  number  of 
empty  cots?"  and  he  replied,  "  Yes,  madam."  I  then  asked  him,  "When  you  go 
to  the  detention  hospital  and  some  of  the  different  regiments  will  you  ascertain 
why  the  men  are  left  there  without  care?"  These  are  the  exact  words  used,  and  I 
trust  you  will  see  justice  done  me  in  this  matter.  I  will  also  ask  you  to  go  back 
of  the  conditions  at  the  time  General  Wheeler  arrived  and  visited  the  hospital 
and  investigate  why  no  preparation  was  made  to  receive  and  care  for  our  sick  and 
suffering  soldiers.  I  will  close  by  stating,  as  an  independent  worker,  that  I  never 
saw  more  devoted  or  more  self-sacrificing  work  under  the  most  trying  conditions  or 
with  greater  patience  and  perseverance  than  was  always  exhibited  by  the  executive 
officers  of  Camp  Wikoff,  particularly  Major  Heizmann,  Major  Brown,  and  Major 
Thomason.  The  sanitary  conditions  at  the  general  hospital  were  appalling  until 
the  general  police  work  was  taken  up  by  Lieutenant  Durfee,  of  the  Second  Engi- 
neers. In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  say,  in  justice  to  the  executive  officers  of  Camp 
Wikoff,  that  I  was  never  more  courteously  treated  than  I  was  by  all  officers  and 
soldiers  while  I  was  on  the  camp  grounds. 

Very  sincerely,  Mrs.  Hugo  Lange, 

655  Bedford  Avenue,  Brooklyn. 


215  West  Fifty-fourth  Street,  New  Yore, 

November  5,  1898. 
The  Committee  of  Investigation. 

Gentlemen:  Pursuant  to  your  request  I  beg  to  submit  a  statement  of  my  obser- 
vations and  experiences  at  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk,  Long  Island,  during  the  period 
of  six  weeks  from  August  13  to  October  6,  1898,  for  which  time  I  was  almost  con- 
stantly at  work  in  the  infantry  division. 

I  first  visited  Montauk  on  Saturday,  August  13,  and  went  to  the  general  hospi- 
tal, where  I  talked  with  Colonel  Forwood.  I  asked  him  what  would  be  the  best 
use  to  make  of  a  small  sum  of  money  intrusted  to  me  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick 
soldiers.  Colonel  Forwood  assured  me  emphatically  that  nothing  at  all  would  be 
needed.  He  said:  "  My  dear  young  lady,  if  we  were  to  accept  all  the  jam  and 
pajamas,  the  logwood  port  wine,  and  poor  whisky  which  will  be  sent  us,  we 
should  have  to  build  a  storehouse  as  large  as  Montauk  Point  to  contain  them. 
Now,  if  you  will  tell  these  dear  little  children  what  to  do  to  give  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  the  soldiers,  ask  them  to  subscribe  to  several  newspapers  and  picture 
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papers  and  magazines  [naming  some  of  them] .  They  will  be  in  low  spirits  and 
they  will  need  amusement,  but  nothing  else  will  be  needed." 

In  view  of  the  want  of  preparation  and  generally  backward  state  of  affairs 
everywhere  visible,  these  words  made  a  deep  impression  on  me  at  the  time,  an 
impression  which  grew  from  day  to  day  as  I  became  more  conversant  with  what 
was  needed.  Colonel  Forwood's  manner  was  so  jaunty  and  optimistic  that  what 
he  said  struck  me  enough  to  cause  me  to  remember  it  verbatim.  Three  reporters, 
one  from  the  Herald  and  one  from  the  World,  were  present. 

I  took  a  photograph,  which  I  inclose,  of  the  hospital  as  it  then  was.  It  con- 
sisted of  a  long  and  wide  board  walk,  well  laid,  a  large  dining  tent  crossing  the 
walk  at  right  angles,  and  five  hospital  tents,  three  on  one  side  and  two  on  the  other. 
A  few  other  small  tents  were  grouped  at  a  distance.  The  tent  flaps  were  raised, 
and,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  all  these  tents  were  then  full.  The  men  were  on  cots, 
as  far  as  my  observation  went,  but  I  only  saw  what  was  visible  from  the  board 
walk.  On  returning  to  the  hospital  some  three  hours  later  I  saw  that  five  more 
tents  had  been  put  up. 

I  took  to  the  hospital  a  quantity  of  strong  beef  jelly,  and  this  was  welcomed  by 
a  doctor,  who  came  out  of  one  of  the  tents,  and  a  hospital  steward.  Everyone  I 
saw,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Forwood,  looked  very  tired,  anxious,  and  hag- 
gard, and  all  were  in  a  hurry. 

On  the  20th  of  August  I  drove  to  camp  again  from  our  summer  home  in  East 
Hampton,  a  distance  of  20  miles,  and  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  "  ladies  of  the 
neighborhood, "referred  to  by  General  Wheeler,  all  came  distances  of  from  17  to  31 
miles,  there  being  no  village  nearer  than  Amagansett,  17  miles  distant.  I  took 
the  40-mile  drive  out  and  back  on  five  occasions  in  the  cart  with  the  provisions, 
and  all  the  supplies  for  the  East  Hampton  relief  tent  were  sent  by  road,  two  and 
sometimes  three  loads  a  day,  over  unspeakably  bad  roads. 

Our  observation  of  the  condition  of  the  men,  sick  and  well,  in  the  trains  which 
passed  through  East  Hampton  daily,  making  the  run  from  Long  Island  City  in 
from  eleven  to  twenty-six  hours,  having  convinced  us  that  something  more  nour- 
ishing than  newspapers  was  needed  in  camp,  we  took  with  us  a  wagonload  of 
delicate  food — about  five  hundredweight  of  provisions,  including  oatmeal  (which 
General  Sumner  told  me  the  men  relished  and  had  not  yet  received),  bread, 
crackers,  cocoa,  and  a  small  quantity  of  milk. 

The  men  on  the  trains  I  allude  to  were  not  only  tired,  dirty,  and  hungry,  but  on 
nearly  every  train  there  were  numbers  of  sick,  to  whom  the  coffee,  milk,  and  other 
food  provided  at  the  station  by  charitable  people  in  East  Hampton  were  nothing 
less  than  a  godsend.  The  officials  of  the  road  were  so  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  this  help  that  they  would  telegraph  that  the  train  should  be  stopped  at  East 
Hampton  if  we  were  prepared  with  food.  In  this  way  we  fed  at  the  station  sev- 
eral troops  of  the  Ninth  Cavalry  (colored)  and  some  of  the  First  Cavalry  (regu- 
lars), a  detachment  of  the  First  Volunteer  Cavalry,  in  charge  of  the  horses,  and 
several  other  troops  of  the  Rough  Riders.  Among  the  latter  were  several  men 
very  ill,  lying  in  the  baggage  car,  and  what  we  gave  was  gratefully  received  for 
them.  On  one  occasion  we  waited  from  midday  until  11  p.  m.  for  the  train.  It 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  say  that  the  people  of  Quogue  organized  a  relief  of  this 
sort  for  the  outgoing  trains  from  Montauk  after  the  men  began  to  be  sent  off  in 
such  numbers,  and  this  relief  was  faithfully  kept  up  all  the  time  camp  lasted. 

We  drove  into  camp  at  the  Second  House,  a  part  seldom  visited  by  sightseers  or 
those  working  in  the  Red  Cross  and  other  organizations.  The  camp  of  the  Sev- 
enty-first New  York  was  the  first  one  reached.  It  was  situated  on  a  flat,  marshy 
plain  at  the  head  of  Fort  Pond.  The  weather  had  been  very  rainy  for  days  and 
the  ground  here  was  still  very  wet,  so  that  it  squelched  under  foot.  There  were 
no  floors  in  the  privates'  tents,  and  a  very  ill  man,  Private  Fred.  Carlsen,  Company 
A,  whom  I  had  been  asked  to  visit,  lay  on  a  small  rubber  blanket  on  the  wet  grass. 
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The  man  was  in  a  high  fever.  I  visited  him  again  on  August  23,  and  found  hiiu 
in  the  same  state.  No  one  was  looking  after  him  except  a  man  from  the  next  tent, 
who  had  "heard  him  groaning "  and  went  in  to  see  what  he  could  do.  I  went  to 
the  surgeon's  tent  and  asked  him  to  go  with  me  to  look  at  the  man.  His  three 
tent  mates— Hawthorne,  Froehlich,  and  Brooke— were  all  away  ill,  and  there  was 
no  one  to  see  him.  He  was  removed  to  the  hospital  a  day  or  two  later,  and  since 
his  recovery  does  not  even  remember  seeing  me.  He  was  certainly  nearly  uncon- 
scious the  second  time  I  saw  him. 

As  we  drove  on  to  the  point  before  visiting  this  camp  we  saw  two  men  creeping 
feebly  along  toward  camp,  with  their  tin  cups  full  of  blackberries.  The  appear- 
ance of  these  men  was  shocking;  they  were  so  emaciated  as  to  look  like  the  pic- 
tures of  famine  sufferers  in  India;  their  color  was  a  peculiar  yellow;  their  thin 
khaki  uniforms  were  dirty  and  worn.  Our  driver  asked  them  if  they  would  like 
a  little  milk.  The  eagerness  with  which  they  accepted  it  was  pitiful.  One  was  so 
weak  he  could  hardly  carry  the  cup  to  his  bloodless  lips  and  his  shaking  hand 
spilled  more  than  he  drank.  We  helped  them  to  put  their  blackberries  in  our  own 
lunch  boxes  (knowing  them  to  be  good  for  dysentery,  which  seven  out  of  every  ten 
sick  men  we  saw  in  camp  had ) ,  so  as  to  fill  their  cups  with  milk.  Their  weakness  was 
so  great  that  they  wept  in  thanking  us.  This  affected  us  greatly  at  the  time,  buti 
it  was  so  common  that  we  afterwards  became  used  to  it,  though  it  never  ceased  to 
move  us  profoundly.  Many  of  the  men  stammered  from  weakness  at  this  tiinu 
and  for  days  after,  while  deafness  from  overdoses  of  quinine  was  almost  universal. 

The  first  two  men  we  gave  milk  to  were  privates  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  (regu- 
lars) ;  they  were  joined  by  two  men  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  in  about  the 
same  shape;  they  all,  as  well  as  others  to  whom  we  gave  milk,  for  days  after  said: 
"Isn't  it  good?  The  first  milk  I've  seen  in  four  months." 

We  drove  on  to  the  camp  and  stopped  at  the  end  of  a  company  street  of  the 
Sixth.  When  the  men  saw  we  had  milk,  they  came  crowding  around  us,  many  so 
weak  that  they  had  to  hold  on  by  the  side  of  the  wagon;  others  were  helped  by 
their  comrades  to  crawl  near.  When  I  said  what  we  had  was  only  for  the  sick, 
those  who  called  themselves  well  went  cheerfully  away,  though  among  them  were 
often  men  whom  I  called  back,  saying:  "Surely  you  are  ill?"  But  thin  and  weak 
as  they  were  they  would  reply:  "  Oh,  no;  only  a  touch  of  fever  in  Cuba." 

It  was  only  by  degrees  that  we  learned  to  deal  with  the  indomitable  pride  and 
courage  of  the  regulars,  who  "never  complain."  I  say  the  regulars,  for  we  very 
quickly  found  that  we  were  most  needed  among  them;  hideous  as  were  the  suffer  > 
ings  of  the  volunteer  regiments,  they  had  friends  near  at  hand,  and  in  some  cases  / 
as  those  of  the  Second  Massachusetts,  which  was  promptly  removed  from  camp 
by  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  Michigan  regiments,  had  State  aid.  Thu 
regulars  for  a  while  felt  and  said  that  they  "  had  no  friends,"  and  I  was  the  first 
woman  to  visit  some  of  the  infantry  regiments. 

On  this  same  day,  August  20,  I  drove  home  via  the  railway  station,  which  was 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  infantry  camp.  We  arrived  at  the  station 
just  as  the  Eighth  and  Twenty-second  regulars  and  the  Second  Massachusetts 
were  disembarking  from  the  transport  Mobile.  My  attention  was  first  attracted 
by  two  ambulances  full  of  men,  sitting  up,  but  looking  frightfully  ill.  I  had 
some  bottles  of  milk,  water,  cold  tea,  and  ginger  ale  left  from  our  own  lunch 
(which,  owing  to  the  distressing  sights  around  us,  we  had  been  unable  to  eat), 
together  with  a  few  boxes  of  cocoa  and  milk  crackers,  and  these  I  gave  to  these 
poor  creatures,  the  ambulance  drivers  willingly  stopping  while  I  handed  them  in. 
A  man  on  the  front  seat  of  one  of  the  ambulances  begged  pitifully  for  a  drink  of 
water  after  the  wagon  had  started;  a  Rough  Rider  who  was  on  duty  regulating 
the  traffic  took  a  bottle  from  me  and  rode  after  him  with  it. 

We  drove  on  to  the  station,  where  the  other  men  just  landed  were  being  lined 
up.    The  sand  here  is  very  deep  and  difficult  for  strong  men  to  walk  through. 
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There  was  not  then,  nor  at  any  time  thereafter,  any  board  walk  built,  such  as  one 
sees  in  seaside  resorts;  nor  was  there  then,  or  at  any  time,  shelter  for  the  men 
landing  from  the  transports.  Sick  and  well  had  to  toil  through  the  deep  sand 
and  wait  in  the  sun  or  rain,  as  the  case  might  be.  The  only  walk  ever  made  was 
a  good  solid  earth  one  which  led  to  the  two  seldom-used  water-closets  on  the  edge 
of  Fort  Pond  Bay,  directly  opposite  the  station. 

Early  in  September  a  large  gang  of  Italian  laborers,  previously  engaged  in  wid- 
ening the  road  to  the  station  and  in  filling  up  mud  holes  on  the  main  road,  was 
put  to  work  making  a  fine  new  road  leading  around  the  shoulder  of  the  first  hill 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road  from  the  station.  This  road  was  built  with  great 
care  and  was  only  finished  in  the  very  last  days  of  my  going  into  camp,  about  the 
end  of  September.  It  led  nowhere  in  particular  and  was  never  used,  there  being 
no  wheel  marks  on  it  October  6.  During  all  the  time  this  road  was  in  course  of 
construction  there  was  at  a  short  distance  from  it  a  large  pool  of  filthy  water 
between  the  road  to  the  station  and  the  one  which  branched  off  to  the  commis- 
sariat building  on  the  other  side  of  the  track.  This  pool  grew  more  offensive  and 
pestilential  every  day.  A  few  hours'  work  would  have  filled  it  up,  but  no  one 
seemed  to  think  of  doing  it;  and  the  men,  who  were,  I  presume,  under  contract 
and  had  to  be  kept  employed  at  something,  went  on  making  the  new  road,  which 
was  never  used. 

The  men  of  the  Twenty-second  and  Eighth  Infantry  (Regulars)  and  the  Second 
Massachusetts,  who  were  landing  on  August  20,  looked  haggard,  ill,  and  weak.  I 
could  never  have  believed  it  possible  that  such  emaciation  could  exist  in  human 
beings  still  standing  up  and  walking  about  as  I  saw  among  the  men  of  these  regi- 
ments and  others  we  afterwards  cared  for,  as  the  Sixth,  Sixteenth,  Twentieth, 
Third,  and  Seventh  Regular  Infantry. 

These  men,  while  waiting,  many  of  them,  sank  down  on  the  sand.  Many  of 
them  when  the  regiments  moved  could  scarcely  move  at  all  and  were  supported 
by  comrades  not  much  stronger  than  themselves;  others  carried  the  guns  of 
weaker  comrades.  A  large  proportion  of  them  walked  with  the  peculiar  stooping 
walk  of  the  dysentery  patient,  shoulders  drawn  up,  chest  hollowed  in,  back  bent, 
yet  they  were  marching  with  a  pitiful  attempt  at  military  formation.  They 
looked  at  us  anxiously,  with  such  haggard,  eager  eyes  that  it  was  almost  terrify- 
ing. I  asked  why  there  were  not  ambulances  for  all,  and  was  told  that  these 
were  the  well  men  of  these  three  regiments;  their  sick  had  been  landed  the  night 
before.  They  had  a  full  mile,  all  uphill,  to  march  to  the  detention  camp,  and  of 
this  the  first  quarter  mile  was  through  deep  sand. 

On  the  23d  of  August  we  drove  over  again,  with  a  load  of  delicate  food  suitable 
for  weak  stomachs.  After  visiting  Carlsen,  of  the  Seventy-first,  we  fed  a  number 
of  walking  skeletons  of  the  same  regiment,  who  came  around  the  wagon  as  soon 
as  it  was  seen  that  we  had  milk.  We  then  went  to  the  camp  of  the  Sixteenth 
Infantry  ( Regulars ) .  Here  the  same  scenes  were  repeated.  The  universal  craving 
seemed  to  be  for  milk,  which  we  had  now  learned  to  give  in  small  quantities,  as 
the  stomachs,  weakened  by  starvation,  could  not  retain  much;  nor  could  they  stand 
the  rich  milk  we  brought,  which  I  was  always  obliged  to  dilute  with  limewater. 
One  very  weak  man,  whose  voice  I  could  scarcely  hear  (I  was  nearly  always 
obliged  to  bend  close  down  to  the  lips  of  the  men  ill  in  the  tents),  crept  to  the 
wagon.  After  he  had  sipped  a  couple  of  tablespoonfuls  of  milk,  he  could  not  go 
away  from  the  sight  of  the  food  I  was  giving  to  others  who  were  in  better  case 
than  he,  and  at  last  he  said,  "  I  think  I  could  eat  a  little  bit  of  that  chicken."  I 
gave  him  a  sliver  about  the  size  of  a  lead  pencil  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  long. 
He  ate  it  slowly  and  painfully,  and  could  take  no  more,  and  was  helped  away  by 
a  comrade. 

It  was,  I  think,  this  man  who  had  on  a  woman's  black  cloth  beaded  cape  to 
keep  him  warm,  as  he  was  shivering  in  his  khaki  uniform.     If  not  this  very  man, 
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it  was  one  in  the  same  regiment  (Seventy-first)  on  the  same  day,  and  one  wIk, 
was  also  so  weak  that  he  was  helped  away  by  two  comrades,  who  had  brought  him 
to  the  wagon  for  fear  we  should  not  believe  them  if  they  asked  for  food  for  him. 

I  went  into  the  tents  of  a  great  many  sick  in  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  trying  to 
do  something  for  those  who  lay  on  the  grass  too  weak  to  get  up.  I  washed  their 
faces  and  hands  and  did  what  was  possible  to  make  a  sick  man  comfortable  when 
there  was  no  possible  provision  for  comfort  or  cleanliness.  It  was  a  constant  sur- 
prise to  me  that,  under  the  circumstances,  with  no  change  of  underclothing,  no 
handkerchiefs,  towels,  or  soap,  the  regulars  kept  themselves  as  clean  as  they  did. 
The  neatness  of  their  tents  was  remarkable  and  universal,  and  I  saw  men  who 
could  hardly  sit  up  cleaning  their  guns  after  a  fashion. 

A  man  in  Company  I  had  fever  and  a  bad  cold.  He  lay  on  the  grass,  as  did  all 
the  others,  on  his  slicker,  with  one  blanket  over  him.  I  made  an  onion  poultice 
for  him.  Two  days  later  I  saw  him  again,  still  on  the  grass  and  still  ill.  The 
next  time  I  visited  the  regiment,  nearly  a  week  later,  he  had  at  last  been  taken  to 
hospital.  In  the  same  company  (I)  I  saw  Waldemar  Woolf ,  very  ill  with  fever, 
also  lying  on  the  damp  grass.  I  saw  him  again  on  the  25th,  when  I  took  him  a 
small  pillow,  as  he  had  been  lying  on  a  folded  blouse  or  something  of  the  sort. 
By  my  next  visit  to  that  regiment,  a  few  days  later,  he  was  crawling  about  the 
camp,  but  very  weak;  and  on  September  21  or  22  I  found  him  in  ward  17  of  the 
annex,  general  hospital.  I  asked  his  doctor  to  let  him  be  taken  to  our  convalescent 
hospital  at  East  Hampton  as  soon  as  possible,  and  he  replied,  "Oh,  you  do  not 
want  him;  he  is  in  the  second  week  of  typhoid  fever,"  (Our  physician,  Dr.  Bell, 
did  not  allow  us  knowingly  to  take  typhoid  patients. )  On  the  next  day,  when  I 
went  to  see  him,  he  had  been  moved  to  Ward  C,  and  I  again  asked  the  doctor, 
who  was  very  kind,  when  we  could  have  him.  He  gave  me  the  same  reply.  On 
the  27th  of  September,  Woolf  was  sent  up  from  general  hospital  to  Camp  Wal- 
worth, N.  Y.,  and  on  going  there  to  hunt  him  up  I  found  he  had  been  and  gone, 
having  got  his  furlough  on  the  28th  and  gone  home  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  has 
recovered  in  a  measure,  but  how  many  cases  of  typhoid  did  he  distribute  on  the 
way? 

I  found  in  the  tents  of  this  one  regiment,  which  was  not  nearly  as  badly  off  as 
those  we  subsequently  worked  in,  as  many  as  a  dozen  men  in  one  company  who 
had  been  unable  to  keep  anything  on  their  stomachs  for  periods  varying  from  one 
to  three,  five,  and  six  days.  I  gave  these  men  food  by  the  teaspoonful,  returning, 
after  visiting  other  tents,  to  see  if  they  had  been  able  to  keep  it  down,  and  trying 
different  things,  as  chicken  broth,  clam  soup,  beef  juice,  etc.,  until  I  found  some- 
thing they  could  take.  In  several  cases  I  was  obliged  to  support  the  men's  heads, 
they  were  so  weak.  They  all  called  it  "  exhaustion,"  and  when  asked  if  they  had 
been  on  sick  report  said  either  "  Yes,  they  had;  but  the  doctor  only  gave  them 
'  some  pills '  (quinine),"  or  else  said  "No;  they  were  not  so  ill  as  others,  only  they 
could  not  eat."  The  men  I  have  mentioned  by  name  are  the  only  ones  I  knew  of 
as  being  removed  to  hospital  even  after  a  tedious  wait  of  days.  The  others  I  saw 
again  on  later  visits;  they  had  managed  to  keep  some  of  the  delicate  food  I  left 
with  them  on  their  stomachs  and  gradually  became  able  to  eat  a  little,  and  finally 
either  got  furloughs  and  crept  away  home,  or  fought  it  out  in  the  tents  until  able 
to  go  on  duty  again,  though  far  from  well  even  then. 

On  this  date,  August  23,  I  saw  a  quarter  of  beef  (raw)  being  burned  up  on  a 
waste  fire  because  rotten  and  full  of  blowflies.  On  August  25  I  tasted  the  stew 
prepared  for  dinner  in  a  regiment  of  regulars  when  the  meat  was  so  tainted  it 
smelled.  I  constantly  saw,  during  my  whole  stay  in  camp,  the  bread  for  a  regi- 
ment thrown  in  a  heap  on  the  muddy  ground  or  in  the  dust,  and  have  seen  bread 
blue  with  mold  on  these  heaps  repeatedly.  This  was  the  bread  just  delivered  for 
the  day. 

On  August  25,  knowing  that  the  Twenty-second  Infantry  would  be  out  of 
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detention  on  that  day,  we  visited  their  camp.  Here  we  found  a  worse  state  of 
affairs  than  we  had  yet  seen,  because  the  proportion  of  sick  was  greater;  and  the 
officers  had  suffered  as  much  as  the  men,  so  that  very  few  were  able  to  be  with  the 
regiment,  and  such  as  were  there  were  ill  themselves,  though  sticking  it  out,  as 
did  the  men,  with  admirable  pluck  and  fortitude. 

In  Company  A,  on  asking  for  the  first  sergeant,  I  was  taken  to  his  tent.  He 
was  so  ill  that  I  asked  him  no  questions,  only  we  tried  to  make  him  as  comfortable 
as  possible;  but  another  noncommissioned  officer,  a  corporal  I  think,  went  with 
me  to  show  me  the  sickest  men  in  the  tents.  I  asked,  as  I  had  now  learned  to  do, 
how  many  sick  there  were,  adding,  "and  how  many  who  can't  eat  rations?" 
There  were  on  that  date  seventy  ill  in  that  one  company  and  only  five  fit  for  duty. 
In  the  tents  things  were  as  usual— men  too  ill  to  sit  up,  lying  on  the  damp  grass 
on  a  slicker,  which  in  their  restless  tossing  they  had  drawn  up  into  a  bunch.  Some 
lucky  ones  had  two  blankets,  most  only  one,  some  none,  as  they  had  lost  them  in 
Cuba.  All  the  men  were  fully  dressed,  except  where  now  and  then  a  man  in  a 
high  fever  had  felt  warm,  in  spite  of  the  chilly  air,  and  taking  off  his  blouse  had 
rolled  it  up  for  a  pillow,  and  then  we  could  see  that  their  underclothing  was  thin 
and  worn.  In  one  tent  to  which  the  sergeant  of  a  company  took  me,  saying  he 
had  a  very  sick  man  there,  I  found  four  men,  of  whom  three  were  too  weak  to  sit 
up  at  all.  One  could  not  raise  his  head,  the  fourth  was  able  to  sit  propped  up 
against  the  tent  pole  and  reminded  me  that  I  had  given  him  food  in  the  ambulance 
the  day  he  landed.  All  who  were  able,  in  this  tent  as  in  all  others,  raised  them- 
selves on  their  elbows  as  I  put  my  head  in  with  the  invariable  courtesy  they 
showed  to  ladies.  They  all  disclaimed  being  ill,  except  the  one  too  weak  to  move; 
they  were  only  "  exhausted."  In  answer  to  my  questions  they  said  they  had  fever 
and  dysentery.  I  did  what  was  possible  for  them,  giving  them  handkerchiefs, 
bathing  their  faces  when  I  found  them  too  weak  to  raise  their  heads,  feeding  them 
carefully,  and  leaving  a  little  milk  in  a  bottle  with  them.  In  describing  this  one 
tent  I  am  describing  the  scene  in  seven  out  of  ten  which  I  visited  for  many  days. 
The  space  was  so  small  that  I  had  to  move  the  men's  legs  to  one  side  in  order  that 
I  might  creep  in,  and  as  I  then  knelt  I  was  able  to  reach  and  wash  every  face  and 
put  food  in  the  mouth  of  each  man.  The  rest  of  our  party  were  engaged  in  similar 
work  in  other  company  streets  of  the  same  regiment. 

I  do  not  know  what  effort,  if  any,  was  ever  made  to  get  these  men  into  hospital, 
for  at  that  early  day  I  only  took  the  names  of  the  very  worst  cases,  I  was  so  anx- 
ious to  get  around  to  feed  as  many  as  possible  in  the  short  time  I  had,  being  obliged 
to  start  early  for  our  20-mile  drive  home.  We  usually  had  only  five  or  six  hours 
at  camp.  But  it  is  certain  that  I  saw  the  same  men  again  and  again  and  that 
many  of  them  came  to  our  tent,  which  was  not  opened  until  September  1,  to  get 
their  food,  while  still  ill  and  weak,  who  had  never  had  hospital  mentioned  to  them, 
and  this  not  because  of  any  apathy  on  the  part  of  their  surgeon,  Dr.  Clark,  who 
was  beloved  of  all  for  his  care  and  devotion.  He,  too,  became  ill  and  was  removed 
to  division  hospital.  The  sergeant-major,  Wittemer,  whom  I  first  saw  ill  in  his 
tent  on  August  25,  I  saw  in  general  hospital  on  September  22,  very  ill  and  weak 
still,  though  about  to  be  discharged. 

The  men  of  the  regiments  we  saw  on  these  days  were  very  thinly  clad.  The 
Seventy-first  and  many  of  the  Regulars  had  on  khaki  uniforms,  very  dirty  and 
worn,  and  very  little  underneath  them.  The  nights  are  always  cold  and  damp  on 
Montauk,  a  raw  mist  rising  at  4  o'clock,  after  which  there  is  always  a  chill  in  the 
air  even  if  it  remains  clear,  and  at  that  time  the  weather  had  been  wet  for  a  long 
time.  As  I  have  said,  the  Regulars  in  some  surprising  way  kept  themselves  com- 
paratively clean,  though  it  is  a  mystery  how  they  were  able  to  do  it.  We  took 
handkerchiefs,  towels,  and  soap  with  us.  The  men  would  gladly  have  bought 
them  of  us  had  we  been  willing  to  sell,  but  they  had  had  no  pay  for  four  months, 
and  the  delight  with  which  they  accepted  pieces  of  rag  which  we  had  wrapped, 
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around  the  milk  bottles  to  keep  the  milk  cool  was  pitiful.  After  August  20  we 
took  real  handkerchiefs,  but  I  never  remember  an  occasion  on  which  we  had 
enough  for  all  the  skeleton  hands  stretched  out,  though  we  distributed  in  all 
between  seven  and  eight  thousand. 

I  returned  to  East  Hampton  by  train  for  the  first  time  on  the  evening  of  August 
25,  and  saw  a  new  phase  of  the  misery.  The  policy  had  been  adopted,  particularly 
in  the  case  of  the  Volunteers,  of  shipping  them  off  on  furlough,  sick  or  well,  and 
the  men,  eager  to  get  home  and  to  escape  the  suffering  of  camp,  went  when 
scarcely  able  to  crawl.  I  carried  stimulants  in  my  bag  and  medicines  of  various 
kinds,  and  this  becoming  known  to  the  people  on  the  train  I  was  constantly  called 
to  the  assistance  of  men  who  were  fainting  or  very  ill.  I  kept  no  records  at  that 
time,  but  think  it  was  on  the  25th  that  Mr.  Pingree,  son  of  the  governor  of  Michi- 
gan, came  to  me  to  ask  if  I  could  do  anything  for  a  young  man  named  Smith,  of 
the  Thirty- third  Michigan,  who  was  going  to  New  York  and  was  very  lo*^.  This 
was  on  the  7.38  train,  due  in  New  York  at  11  p.  m.  (when  on  time). 

Fortunately,  Dr.  Rudisch,  of  New  York,  was  on  board,  and  I  asked  him  to  look 
out  for  Smith.  Mr.  Fred.  Booraem,  a  young  lawyer  who  was  with  Dr.  Rudisch "s 
party,  interested  himself  also,  and  on  reaching  Bay  Shore  and  finding  Smith  too 
ill  to  go  any  farther  took  him  to  his  own  home,  where  he  was  nursed  through  a 
long  illness.  But  where  one  was  taken  care  of  as  he  was,  hundreds  of  others  went 
on  to  struggle  through  as  best  they  could,  and  our  hearts  used  to  ache  at  the  little 
we  were  able  to  do  to  help  them.  Dr.  J.  Finley  Bell,  of  East  Hampton,  found  one 
of  these  furloughed  men,  just  out  of  hospital,  delirious,  with  a  temperature  of  ^05°, 
at  the  railway  station,  secured  an  ambulance,  and  sent  him  back  to  the  hospital, 
with  his  compliments  to  the  surgeon  of  his  ward. 

On  August  27  I  visited  the  camp  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  (Regulars),  where  wo 
found  nearly  as  much  sickness  as  in  the  Twenty-second.  The  members  of  ths> 
band  were  nearly  all  very  ill;  twelve  men  were  on  the  surgeon  "s  list  for  hospital 
and  we  found  at  least  five  more  so  very  ill  that  they  should  have  been  sent  then 
at  once.  Of  those  on  the  surgeon's  list,  one,  August  Schock,  died  on  the  31st  o/ 
August  and  is  buried  in  general  hospital  cemetery.  One,  Fred.  M.  Engroff ,  whon» 
we  found  very  ill  that  day,  was  not  sent  to  the  hospital  until  after  September  1, 
since  which  we  have  never  been  able  to  learn  anything  about  him,  there  being  ntf 
records  of  him  to  be  found  at  general  hospital. 

The  Eighth  continued  one  of  the  sickest  regiments  we  cared  for,  and  it  was  a 
long  time  before  they  got  even  bedsacks,  certainly  not  before  September  12,  and 
there  never  were  any  floors  in  the  privates'  tents.  Our  nurses  in  this  regiment 
consulted  the  two  surgeons  and  tried  to  work  in  harmony  with  them,  as  they  did 
with  those  of  all  the  other  regiments,  but  they  were  constantly  hampered  by  the 
doctors'  unwillingness  to  give  transfer  slips  for  the  hospital  even  when  they  took 
the  temperatures  themselves  at  the  nurses'  request.  Two  men  with  temperatures 
of  103°  and  105°  were  not  taken  to  the  hospital  for  four  days  after  our  nurses  first 
found  them,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  doctor  to  give  transfer  slips.  This  was 
not  because  of  lack  of  ambulance  service,  for  we  had  long  since  learned  not  to 
look  for  this;  we  kept  three  wagons  constantly  on  the  go,  and  in  all  such  cases 
sent  the  men  in  one  of  our  own  vehicles.  We  expended  over  $1,000  at  the  one 
tent  of  the  East  Hampton  Relief  Corps  in  thus  supplementing  governmental 
deficiencies — in  hauling  supplies  of  food,  ice,  clothing,  blankets,  etc.,  to  different 
camps,  and  in  sending  men  to  hospital. 

On  either  the  25th  or  the  27th  of  August,  in  driving  away  from  the  camp  of  the 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  I  saw  a  large  pile  of  new  khaki  uniforms  lying  on  the 
ground  in  the  space  between  two  regimental  camps.  As  so  many  of  the  men  who 
afterwards  came  to  our  tent  to  be  fed  wore  khaki  which  was  rather  cleaner  than 
the  uniforms  which  had  been  worn  in  Cuba  and  on  the  transports,  we  drew  the 
7833 8 
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conclusion  that  they  were  issued  at  Montauk.  There  was  no  manner  of  doubt  as 
to  the  issue  of  very  thin,  short-sleeved  gauze  undervests  to  a  large  number  of 
men,  for  we  made  a  practice  of  asking  the  men  what  they  had  on  and  making 
them  show  us,  and  on  unbuttoning  coat  or  shirt  we  saw  always  either  new  gauze 
undershirts  or  the  remnants  of  the  filthy  shirts  they  had  worn  so  long.  When 
the  men's  sense  of  cleanliness  could  stand  them  no  longer,  they  threw  even  these 
away,  and  I  myself  gave  underclothing  to  two  men  who  had  none  on  at  all. 
They  hardly  ever  had  drawers  except  what  we  gave  them.  All  the  men  were 
reluctant  to  accept  them,  as  it  seemed  to  them  like  taking  charity,  and  they  often 
said  to  us  that  they  would  be  so  glad  to  buy  them,  but  they  had  had  no  pay  for 
four  months.  A  few  of  the  older  men,  who  had  put  something  by,  insisted  on 
paying  for  what  they  took;  and  in  many,  if  not  in  most  cases,  far  from  the  men 
asking  us  for  anything,  we  only  learned  of  their  need  through  persistent  question- 
ing, and  induced  them  to  accept  the  garments  from  us  by  insisting  that  it  was 
not  charity,  but  simply  the  fulfillment  of  a  duty  owed  them  by  their  country. 
The  invariably  cold  nights  on  Montauk  made  thick  clothing  a  necessity  for  the 
well,  and  as  few  of  these  men  were  anything  like  well,  their  need  may  be 
imagined. 

On  August  28  I  visited  General  Wheeler's  headquarters  on  a  matter  of  business. 
While  waiting  to  see  him,  I  watched  the  men  coming  from  detention  hospital, 
general  hospital,  and  the  infantry  or  cavalry  camps  to  get  furloughs  signed.  The 
distances  of  these  places  from  the  headquarters  then  occupied  by  General  Wheeler 
were  respectively  as  follows:  Detention  hospital,  a  quarter  of  a  mile;  general  hos- 
pital, a  mile  and  a  half;  infantry  camps,  a  mile  and  a  half  to  2  miles;  cavalry 
camps,  a  mile  and  a  half  to  3  miles.  The  men  who  came  while  I  sat  there  were 
nearly  all  very  weak  and  could  scarcely  creep  up  the  steep  hill  which  led  to  the 
group  of  tents  at  the  summit;  there  were  a  good  many  tents,  and  the  furlough 
office,  which  was  in  the  second  or  third,  stood  back  to  the  road,  with  no  sign  to 
indicate  which  one  it  was,  and  the  weak,  tottering  men,  with  but  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, crept  on  past  it  up  a  still  steeper  bit  of  hill,  in  searching  for  the  right  place. 
I  asked  the  officer  signing  furloughs  if  there  could  not  be  a  sign  put  up  to  save 
the  men  so  many  painful  steps.  ( I  saw  one  man  on  a  crutch  and  another  leaning  on 
two  bits  of  pine  wood;  they  could  scarcely  crawl.)  The  officer  replied  cheerfully 
"Oh,  they  find  it  after  awhile."  I  took  an  opportunity  when  he  was  absent  and 
wrote  ' '  Furloughs  here  "  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  pinned  it  to  the  back  of  the  tent. 
After  this  the  men  had  less  trouble.  1  sat  there  about  four  hours,  so  I  had  ample 
opportunity  to  see  this.  After  they  got  their  furloughs  signed  these  men  had  to 
walk  to  the  station,  a  further  distance  of  a  mile,  get  their  transportation,  and  if 
(as  in  the  case  of  three  men  with  whom  I  spoke,  one  from  Liverpool,  Ohio,  the 
others  from  Battle  Creek,  Mich. )  they  were  late  in  getting  to  the  station,  they 
were  liable  to  miss  their  train,  in  which  case  there  was  absolutely  no  place  for 
them  to  sleep,  even  if  they  had  money  to  pay  for  accommodation,  which  was  never 
the  case.  The  station  men  were  very  kind  and  let  them  sleep  on  the  floor  or 
benches  in  the  station,  but  this  was  hard  even  for  well  men.  They  were  then,  too, 
without  food  in  the  morning,  until  some  weeks  later  the  Red  Cross  established  a 
tent  at  the  station  and  fed  the  men  going  out  on  the  trains. 

On  August  31 1  wrote  a  letter  to  President  McKinley,  very  temperately  expressed, 
telling  him  of  the  actual  state  of  affairs  existing  in  the  infantry  camps,  and  beg- 
ging him,  either  before  or  after  his  official  visit,  to  go  with  me  into  the  tents  of 
any  of  the  infantry  regiments  and  see  for  himself,  and  not  through  the  eyes  of 
those  interested  in  covering  up  the  facts.  1  received  a  formal  acknowledgment 
of  its  receipt,  but  of  course  no  other  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

On  September  1  the  tent  of  the  East  Hampton  Relief  Corps  was  opened  and  we 
began  a  systematic  and  widespread  work  among  the  regiments  of  the  infantry 
division,  where  we  found  great  need  of  ice,  milk,  eggs,  and  food  of  any  kind 
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which  it  was  possible  for  sick  men  to  digest.  The  very  small  allowance  of  milk 
allotted  to  each  regiment  by  the  Government  for  their  sick  was  nearly  always 
sour  by  11  a.  m.,  probably  because  the  cans  after  being  emptied  were  not  washed, 
but  left  standing  covered  in  the  sun.     I  have  seen  this  repeatedly. 

Those  who  were  well  enough  came  two  and  three  times  a  day  to  our  tent  to  be  fed 
carefully  on  food  suitable  for  their  condition;  for  example,  boiled  milk  and  toast 
for  dysentery  patients,  broth  and  delicate  crackers  or  good  bread  for  fever  patients. 
As  nine  out  of  every  ten  men  had  had  fever  or  were  then  actually  suffering  from 
it,  and  six  out  of  ten  had  dysentery,  we  were  kept  busy  by  those  who  were  able  to 
crawl  so  far;  but  the  only  regiments  near  enough  for  these  poor,  weak  men  to 
come  to  us  were  the  Twenty- second,  Eighth,  Third,  and  Twentieth  Regular 
Infantry;  so  we  sent  wagons  filled  with  food  and  nurses  every  day  to  the  Seventh, 
Seventeenth,  and  Twelfth,  a  mile  away  in  one  direction,  and  to  the  Sixth,  Six- 
teenth, and  Second,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  the  other.  Finally  another  small 
relief  tent  was  opened  in  the  Sixth  Infantry,  so  that  the  men  could  go  to  it  to  be 
fed.  In  the  Seventh  Infantry  Mrs.  Von  Wagner  opened  a  branch  relief  tent  on 
September  10,  which  we  supplied  until  October  9. 

The  day  after  President  McKinley's  visit  we  had  fewer  men  at  the  tent  to  feed, 
and  those  who  came  and  whose  improvement  during  the  few  days  they  had  been 
under  our  care  had  pleased  us  much,  were  quite  ill  again,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
these  weak  men  had  been  made  to  stand  in  line  for  a  couple  of  hours  in  the  sun 
waiting  until  the  President  should  drive  by.  The  illness  in  all  our  regiments  per- 
ceptibly increased  in  consequence  of  this,  one  especially  severe  case  resulting  in  a 
long  illness  being  that  of  Private  George  Beck,  Company  F,  Twenty-second  Infan- 
try. This  hardship  and  consequent  increased  suffering  was  the  only  result 
noticed  by  our  workers  in  camp  as  following  the  President's  visit. 

I  not  only  fed  the  men  at  the  tent,  but  I  did  not  hesitate  to  prescribe  simple 
remedies  for  them,  such  as  blackberry  cordial  and  Jamaica  ginger  for  dysentery, 
mustard  plasters  and  white  of  egg  and  sugar  for  colds,  sweet  spirits  of  niter  for 
kidney  trouble,  toothache  and  earache  drops,  peppermint,  liniments,  and  Pond's 
Extract,  jujubes,  and  other  such  household  medicaments.  This  was  done  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  regimental  surgeons  were  very  short  of  medicines,  and  we  did 
not  consider  quinine  good  for  dysentery.  I  found  that  many  of  my  dysentery 
patients  who  had  had  the  disease  for  from  two  to  three  and  four  weeks  could  not 
take  any  strong  drugs  on  their  enfeebled  stomach's,  but  by  diluting  blackberry 
cordial  very  weak  indeed  I  was  able  to  help  a  case  of  eight  weeks'  standing. 

We  were  all  asked  by  the  regimental  surgeons,  as  well  as  by  those  at  the  Second 
Division  hospital  when  it  was  opened,  for  such  things  as  mustard  plasters,  qui- 
nine in  solution  (the  pills  being  stale),  bismuth,  peppermint,  Jamaica  ginger, 
blackberry  cordial,  and  many  other  articles,  which  we  gladly  furnished.  On  Sep- 
tember 19 1  took  to  Dr.  Frye,  of  the  Second  Division  hospital,  a  fountain  syringe, 
as  he  had  none.  I  have  several  lists  of  articles  asked  for  by  regimental  surgeons, 
which  we  gladly  bought  in  East  Hampton  and  took  to  them. 

On  September  1 1  was  at  the  camp  of  the  Seventh  Infantry  with  a  wagonload  of 
food  and  supplies.  This  camp  was  the  worst  situated  of  any.  Most  of  the  infan- 
try regiments  were  encamped  on  Great  Plain,  a  long  stretch  of  rolling  country  on 
the  edge  of  the  sea,  broken  here  and  there  by  deep  cuts  made  by  the  sea  in  winter, 
and  by  holes  called  "potnicks,"  which  are  full  of  water,  and  with  several  quite 
extensive  marshy  hollows.  The  Seventh  was  on  the  top  of  a  high  cliff  overhang- 
ing the  sea,  beyond  Ditch  Plain  Lit e-Saving  Station,  at  a  distance  of  2£  miles  from 
the  station,  and  very  inaccessible  on  account  of  the  absence  of  any  road  except 
such  as  was  worn  by  the  wagon  tracks,  and  the  hilly  and  marshy  bits  to  be  avoided. 
While  I  was  unloading  the  supplies  and  giving  them  into  the  doctor's  care,  he  was 
called  away,  but  returning  in  a  few  minutes  said  to  me,  "Miss  Chad  wick,  that 
was  the  commanding  officer,  and  be  asked  me  to  say  to  you  that  if  you  have  any 
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influence  at  headquarters  he  hopes  you  will  use  it  to  try  and  get  us  water.  We 
have  been  here  two  days  and  have  no  water. " 

I  drove  at  once  to  General  Wheeler's  headquarters,  meeting  on  my  way  another 
of  our  teams,  in  which  Mrs.  Woodhouse  was  taking  water  in  one  of  the  tin  ash  cans 
used  for  water  cans  from  our  tent  to  the  Seventh. 

I  saw  General  Wheeler  and  said,  "  General  Wheeler,  I  have  come  to  ask  if  some- 
thing can  not  be  done  for  the  unfortunate  Seventh.     They  have  no  water." 

General  Wheeler  became  very  much  excited,  and  cried,  "Why  have  they  not 
applied  for  it  in  the  proper  way?  Why  have  they  not  asked  for  it  through  the 
proper  channels?7' 

I  replied,  "I  should  not  have  supposed  it  was  necessary  to  requisition  for  water, 
but  I  presume  they  had,  or  they  would  not  have  appealed  to  me. " 

General  Wheeler,  still  very  much  excited,  asked  what  else  they  needed.  "Did 
they  say  they  needed  anything  else?  "  I  said  they  were  preparing  a  list  of  medi- 
cines for  us  to  buy  in  East  Hampton  for  them. 

General  Wheeler  said,  "Colonel  Forwood  and  Major  Brown  assure  me  they 
have  everything  they  need.     What  do  they  want?  " 

I  said  I  did  not  know  until  I  should  have  seen  the  list,  but  the  doctor  had  men- 
tioned quinine  in  solution,  as  the  pills  were  so  hard  they  would  not  melt  in  the 
men's  stomachs.     (His  ipsissima  verba.) 

General  Wheeler  cried  again,  ' '  Why  have  they  not  applied  through  the  proper 
authorities?    Why?    Why? " 

I  replied  that  I  had  not  thought  that  my  business,  but  that  I  took  it  for  granted 
they  had,  else  they  would  not  have  applied  to  me,  a  woman  and  a  total  stranger. 

Some  weeks  later  I  saw  General  Wheeler  again,  and  referring  to  this  conversa- 
tion he  said  he  wished  to  show  me  letters  from  the  commanding  officer  and  the 
surgeon  of  the  Seventh,  saying  that  "  after  the  first  two  days"  they  had  all  they 
needed.  I  answered  that  they  certainly  had,  for  we,  the  East  Hampton  Relief 
Corps,  had  supplied  them  liberally.  "  But,"  I  added,  ' '  General  Wheeler,  you  will 
remember  that  it  was  during  the  first  two  days  that  I  came  to  you." 

The  letters  were  not  shown  me. 

On  September  9  I  went  to  the  Second  Infantry  and  found  them  in  a  nearly  sim- 
ilar state — overworked  surgeons  thrown  under  suspicion  of  drinking  because 
braced  up  on  whisky  and  quinine  to  enable  them  to  get  through  their  work:  no 
ice,  no  milk,  very  few  drugs,  no  warm  underclothing.  We  gave  them  what  sup- 
plies we  could  spare  that  day,  and  thereafter  tried  to  work  systematically  in  the 
regiment.  On  September  111  saw  the  surgeon's  book  with  the  names  of  the  men 
at  sick  call  to  the  number  of  299.  On  that  day  Mr.  Samuel  Parrish,  of  the  Red 
Cross,  discovering  this  state  of  affairs,  succeeded  in  having  some  of  the  worst 
cases  removed  to  Providence  on  Colonel  Goddard's  boat.  He  had  previously 
taken  out  43  sick  men  from  the  same  resriinent  to  Providence  on  September  8, 
there  being  no  room  for  them  in  general  or  division  hospitals  at  Montauk  on  that 
date,  and  on  September  3  he  had  taken  63  out  of  a  sick  report  of  188  in  the  Seventh 
Infantry.  These  sick  men  I  saw  lying  on  the  ground  on  the  cliff  very  late  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day  (the  day  of  President  McKinley's  visit)  waiting  to  be  taken 
away  in  the  ambulances  of  which  only  a  small  number  were  there.  It  was  always 
very  cold  on  Montauk  after  4  p.  m.,  no  matter  how  warm  the  day  had  been,  and 
these  men  were  shivering  in  the  chill  wind  blowing  from  the  sea. 

On  September  9,  going  to  Second  Division  hospital  to  get  a  furlough  signed  for 
George  Beck,  I  asked  Major  Powell  whether  there  was  anything  we  could  do  for 
him.  He  said  our  tent  had  already  taken  him  a  number  of  supplies  (the  cots 
for  this  hospital  were  secured  by  Miss  Lowell,  of  164  Columbia  Heights,  Brook- 
lyn, whose  testimony  as  to  Camp  Wikoff  should  be  taken) ,  but  what  he  needed  most 
he  feared  we  could  not  give  him,  namely,  nurses.     He  said:  "The  regular  time 
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for  a  nurse  to  work  is  eight  hours;  on  an  emergency  I  do  not  mind  working  them 
twelve,  but  all  of  my  nurses  have  been  on  duty  twenty  hours." 

I  said  I  would  try  and  get  him  nurses,  and  on  the  11th  I  was  fortunately  able  to 
take  two  nurses  sent  and  paid  for  by  Mrs.  Nicholas  Fish,  to  Second  Division 
hospital. 

On  the  subject  of  the  lack  of  medical  supplies  at  this  and  at  all  times,  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  Genella,  4803  St.  Charles  avenue,  New  Orleans,  and  of  Dr.  Lemen,  at  one 
time  with  the  Seventy-first,  and  later  with  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  (Regulars), 
would  prove  valuable.  I  saw  the  letter  written  by  Dr.  Lemen  in  reply  to  the 
request  for  a  report  on  the  needs  of  his  regiment,  and  he  told  the  truth. 

The  Second  Infantry  has  been  mentioned  as  the  regiment  which  was  shown  to 
the  President  when  he  drove  through  the  infantry  division,  as  having  floors  to  all 
the  tents.  I  think  this  is  a  mistake,  as  our  workers  one  and  all  assure  me  that  the 
Second  never  had  any  tent  floors,  and  no  bed  sacks  until  very  late.  If  there  was 
any  regiment  having  floors  to  all  tents  in  the  infantry  division,  which  I  very 
much  doubt,  it  must  have  been  one  in  which  we  did  not  work,  as  none  of  those 
into  which  we  went  had  tent  floors  until  long  after  the  3d  of  September;  most  of 
them  never  had  any  at  all.  The  Twenty-second  got  theirs  the  day  before  they 
broke  camp. 

The  President  was  probably  shown  the  officers'  row. 

You  will  have  been  informed  that  there  were  so  and  so  many  million  feet  of 
lumber  taken  to  Camp  Wikoff  (I  was  present  in  the  office  of  the  commissariat  one 
day  when  an  officer  was  there  collecting  the  statistics) ;  it  would  be  more  accurate 
to  say  taken  to  Montauk  Station,  where  piles  of  boards  lay  for  days  and  days  after 
I  began  to  go  to  camp,  every  available  team  being  worked  to  the  point  of  exhaus- 
tion in  hauling  food,  firewood,  and  tentage.  As  a  member  of  the  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  I  was  often  moved  by  the  condition  of  the 
wretched  horses  and  mules,  but  the  far  more  terrible  human  suffering  to  which  I 
was  ministering  completely  absorbed  me. 

On  September  15  or  16,  about  4.30  p.  m.  (it  was  soon  after  assembly  had  blown), 
a  man  came  to  the  back  of  our  tent  asking  the  way  to  detention  hospital.  He  was 
frightfully  emaciated,  ill  and  weak.  I  said,  "  You  must  mean  division  hospital." 
He  said,  "  No;  it  was  detention  hospital, "  as  he  had  just  come  from  Cuba  and  was 
just  getting  over  yellow  fever.  He  had  reported  to  his  regiment,  the  Eighth 
Infantry,  but  had  been  told  he  must  go  to  detention  hospital.  He  had  walked 
from  the  station,  a  good  2i  miles  by  the  most  direct  route  (which  he  would  not  be 
at  all  likely  to  find) ,  and  had  been  started  to  find  his  way  to  detention  hospital,  2 
miles  back  again,  without  any  attempt  to  find  a  conveyance,  though  they  knew 
we  always  had  wagons;  for  a  day  or  two  later  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  same 
regiment,  wishing  to  go  to  the  station  to  catch  a  train,  came  to  me  and  asked  the 
favor  of  going  down  in  one  of  our  wagons,  which,  of  course,  I  was  glad  to  permit. 

To  return  to  McCarrick.  I  took  him  into  our  tent  and  made  him  sit  down  in  the 
rocking  chair,  in  which  he  sank  exhausted.  We  gave  him  hot  milk.  He  had  on 
very  thin  underclothing  (only  shirt,  no  drawers)  and  a  khaki  uniform.  We  gave 
him  a  suit  of  thick  underclothing  and  a  pair  of  pajamas.  We  drove  him  to  the 
detention  hospital  on  our  way  to  the  station,  it  being  then  nearly  dark,  and  though 
I  wrapped  him  in  my  thick  golf  cape  and  put  a  blanket  over  him,  he  shivered  all 
the  way.  His  name  was  James  McCarrick,  acting  hospital  steward  in  Cuba  for 
the  Eighth  Infantry. 

We  not  only  gave  underclothing  from  our  tent  to  such  cases  as  these,  but  we 
fitted  out  several  regiments  completely,  giving  a  warm  suit  to  every  man  in  them. 
Of  course,  it  will  be  understood  that  none  of  the  regiments  at  Montauk  were  at 
their  full  strength.  The  Twenty- second,  which  took  out  610  men,  had  three  hun- 
dred and  odd  only;  others  in  the  same  proportion.     But  the  Third  Infantry,  what 
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there  was  left  of  it,  received  a  new,  warm  suit  of  shirt  and  drawers  for  every 
man.  The  Seventh  must  have  had  nearly  as  full  a  supply,  for  on  September  22, 
just  before  they  moved  camp,  I  took  140  suits  there,  of  which  138  were  used,  and 
this  was  not  the  first  supply  sent  them.  We  clothed  the  two  batteries  of  the 
Fourth  Heavy  Artillery  (40  men)  and  the  40  members  of  the  Signal  Corps;  and 
in  all  we  gave  out  between  3,000  and  4.000  suits  of  underwear. 

In  several  other  regiments  we  clothed  the  sickest  only,  not  having  enough  to  go 
around,  but  that  it  was  no  small  thing  to  give  to  even  these  may  be  judged  from 
the  fact  that  on  September  2  there  were  only  236  men  fit  for  duty  in  the  Second 
Brigade. 

I  have  mentioned  several  cases,  not  by  any  means  because  they  were  the  only 
ones  in  my  experience,  but  simply  because,  out  of  dozens  of  others,  they  were  a 
little  more  striking  or  that  I  had  the  names  and  dates  more  fully  in  my  notebook. 
We  worked  always  in  such  a  hurry  and  anxiety  to  minister  to  as  many  as  we 
could  in  the  limited  time  that  we  often  omitted  to  take  the  names  of  those  we  saw 
but  once. 

One  night  in  the  7.3S  train  I  was  asked  to  go  to  a  man  who  seemed  very  weak 
and  ill.  He  was  a  mule  packer  who  had  been  with  the  relief  expedition  to  the 
Klondike,  and  had  been  sent  thence  to  Cuba,  where  he  had  had  yellow  fever.  He 
had  been  discharged  as  convalescent  and  was  now  on  his  way  home  to  Kansas 
alone  on  a  train  not  due  in  New  York  until  11  p.  m.  All  he  asked  was  to  be 
directed  to  a  decent  place  to  spend  the  night,  but  he  was  so  weak  I  felt  very 
anxious  about  him.  I  placed  him  in  the  care  of  a  gentleman  who  used  to  go  to 
and  fro  on  the  train  very  often  caring  for  the  men,  and  I  sincerely  hope  he  reached 
his  home  in  safety.  The  real  death  list  of  Montauk  will  never  be  known  until  all 
such  cases  as  this  have  been  followed  up  to  discover  how  many  died  after  being 
turned  out  like  dogs  to  get  home  the  best  way  they  could.  The  death  lists  of  hos- 
pitals in  New  York  and  other  cities  should  also  be  consulted,  for  I  know  of  many 
deaths  occurring  when  men  were  moved  from  general  hospital  almost  in  a  dying 
state,  as  of  one  man  allowed  to  walk  on  the  relief  boat  City  of  Lawrence  (Colonel 
Goddard)  with  a  respiration  of  50,  and  who  died  in  a  few  days.  This  was  told 
me  by  the  doctor  who  assisted  to  care  for  the  men  on  that  boat. 

On  October  2,  when  the  remaining  patients  were  being  hurried  away  from  gen- 
eral hospital  as  fast  as  possible,  I  saw  a  man  carried  to  an  ambulance  who  looked 
so  like  death  as  he  passed  me  that  I  was  startled.  As  the  hospital  orderlies  turned 
away  from  putting  him  into  the  ambulance  one  of  them  said,  ' '  He  won't  live  to 
get  there. " 

On  September  22  I  went  to  find  a  patient  in  Ward  17  of  the  annex,  general  hos- 
pital. I  asked  if  I  might  take  him  something  to  eat.  The  nurse  said,  "No;  he 
had  typhoid  and  was  only  allowed  milk,  and  that  day  he  was  not  even  to  have 
that,  as  the  milk  had  not  stayed  down."  I  said,  "  What,  not  even  with  plenty  of 
lime  water?"' 

The  nurse  replied  that  they  had  had  no  lime  water  since  they  had  been  there, 
"though  I  am  asking  the  doctor  for  it  every  day.''  I  took  her  a  large  jug  next 
day. 

About  September  26,  or  a  little  earlier,  I  took  30  pairs  of  pajamas  to  W>rd  C, 
general  hospital,  where  they  were  gratefully  received,  as  they  were  much  needed. 
After  the  discovery  of  the  thefts  at  the  laundry  of  blankets  which  were  sold  by 
the  orderlies,  everything  from  general  hospital  was  burned.  The  things  were 
loaded  up  in  an  ordinary  wooden  army  wagon,  the  same  as  those  which  hauled 
the  provisions,  by  men  who  tossed  them  in  from  the  piles  where  they  lay  under 
the  end  of  the  tents  with  pitchforks.  I  never  saw  or  smelled  the  least  evidence 
of  the  use  of  a  disinfectant,  and  only  once  saw  a  wagon  which  looked  like  a  special 
tank  wagon  for  the  work. 

I  append  a  copy  of  a  few  inscriptions  in  the  cemeteries  of  general  and  detention 
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hospitals  copied  by  me  from  the  nearly  effaced  pencil  inscriptions  on  October  2. 
By  October  6  new  boards  had  been  put  up  in  preparation  for  the  memorial  services 
held  on  that  day,  and  some  of  the  inscriptions  had  been  added  to  or  altered  a 
little.  A  name,  probably  conjectural,  had  been  added  to  one  of  the  three 
"  unknowns  "  numbered  51,  52,  and  53,  but  all  the  rest  of  those  I  give  were  unal- 
tered. .  The  difficulty  and  at  times  the  impossibility  of  getting  any  information 
from  the  records  at  general  hospital  of  men  I  knew  to  have  been  taken  there 
might  throw  some  light  on  the  reason  of  some  of  the  ''unknown"  graves.  For 
instance,  on  September  18  a  man  named  W.  R.  Brannigan,  Eighth  Infantry, 
whom  we  had  been  trying  to  have  sent  to  general  hospital  for  three  or  four  days, 
was  at  last  taken  there.  I  went  to  look  him  up  a  day  or  two  later  and  was  sent 
successively  to  Wards  8,  17,  and  7,  in  the  annex,  and  to  Ward  C  in  the  main  hos- 
pital, each  time  from  the  office;  he  was  not  in  either  one.  I  met  him  some  time 
later  in  a  hospital  car  in  charge  of  Dr.  Langstaff,  going  to  St.  John's  Hospital, 
Brooklyn.  Of  the  other  man,  David  S.  Brown,  same  regiment,  taken  to  hospital 
the  same  day,  they  had  no  record  whatever,  nor  was  I  ever  able  to  get  one.  1 
have  the  slips  given  me  in  general  hospital  concerning  these  two  men.  I  have 
also  a  list  of  names  of  men  about  whom  I  have  tried  to  get  information  by  writing 
to  the  general  hospital,  and  of  one  for  whose  parents  1  am  trying  to  get  his  effects. 
Of  the  first  I  have  no  reply,  though  I  wrote  two  weeks  ago;  of  the  possibility  of 
getting  the  latter  I  have^strong  doubts.  The  system  of  assigning  recruits  as  order- 
lies not  only  led  to  confusion  and  neglect  but  to  theft,  of  which  latter  I  had  my 
own  experience.  At  our  camp  in  the  infantry  division  I  left  money  and  valuables 
lying  around  unguarded  for  hours  and  never  lost  anything;  in  a  twenty  minutes' 
stay  at  general  hospital  I  had  a  piece  of  jewelry  stolen  from  a  cape  which  I  had 
placed  in  the  care  of  a  hospital  orderly. 

Inscriptions  on  headboards  in  the  cemeteries  of  detention  and  general  hospitals, 
Montauk,  L.  I. ,  October  2,  1898. 

Detention  cemetery,— There  were  eighteen  graves,  one  of  which  had  not  even  a 
board.     "No.  1.  Unknown;  died  Aug.  30th,  1898.     '  At  Rest.'" 

"Henry  C.  Koehn,  A  Co.,  16th.  Mother's  address,  1817  N.  Market  street,  St. 
Louis."  Something  else  about  "  Willie"  and  mother  sending  above  address  had 
been  partly  obliterated. 

"John  Jannsen.  Aug.  28th,  1898.  No.  13.  Comstock,  blacksmith.  Died  on 
board  ship." 

"No.  9.  Co.  D,  3rd  Infantry."  Underneath,  in  pencil,  "Richard  Sunderstag 
[as  well  as  I  couldlmake  it  out],  Co.  D,  3rd,"  and  another  name  written  over  it, 
"Louis ." 

General  hospital  cemetery, — "No.  2."  (This  board  had  no  other  mark  upon  it 
of  any  kind  except  a  black  smudge. ) 

"No.  11.  Body  received  Aug.  21st."    No  further  information. 

"Unknown.    Died  from  dock,  24th."     (Teamster,  August  Hoi tz.) 

"No.  40.  Unknown;  from  detention  hospital.  Arrived  at  detention  hospital 
evening  of  Aug.  26th,  in  dying  condition." 

"51.  Unknown;  from  dock,  Aug.  26th." 

"52.  Unknown;  from  dock,  Aug.  26th." 

"53.  Unknown;  from  dock,  Aug.  26th;  transport  10." 

1  ■  60.  Herbert  Jellum.     Died  Sept.  3rd. " 

"144.  Unknown  man  taken  off  transport  Missouri.  Died  in  ambulance  while 
being  transferred  from  the  dock  to  the  general  hospital,  Sept.  10th." 

"Unknown;  admitted  9— 1—98;  died  9— 2— 98;  ward  C." 

"Sells;  admitted  Aug.  29th;  died  Aug.  30th;  ward  2." 

"Mr.  Smellor;  Aug.  30th,  '98." 

"  Luntheimer. " 
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These  are  verbatim  copies,  except  the  last.  I  have  in  my  notebook  the  words 
"no  particulars,"  but  can  not  remember  whether  they  were  on  the  board  or  were 
my  own  comment.  One  of  our  nurses  remembers  a  man  of  this  name,  of  whom 
she  could  never  find  any  trace  after  he  was  taken  away.  This  may  prove  to  be 
he.  On  that  day  some  of  the  inscriptions  were  so  faint  that  I  blackened  them 
with  my  own  pencil.  The  late  dates  speak  for  themselves,  as  well  as  the  recur- 
rence of  the  "unknown  "  deaths  on  Transport  10.  Surely  by  August  26  and  30 
and  September  3  there  should  have  been  no  unknown  deaths  in  a  place  where  we 
are  being  so  emphatically  assured  by  those  in  charge  that  "everything  was  done 
that  was  posssible."  These  records  throw  some  light,  too,  on  the  fact  of  four 
graves  having  to  be  opened  to  find  a  certain  man's  body. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  I  appreciate  highly  the  courtesy  and  kindness  with 
which  I  was  treated  by  all  the  regimental  officers  with  whom  I  came  in  contact, 
and  by  many  other  officers  in  authority,  who  were  grateful  for  and  appreciative 
of  our  efforts  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  their  men.  They  were  overworked  and 
harassed  beyond  description,  so  they  were  very  often  cross,  but  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  surgeons  and  contract  doctors,  and  even  among  these  there  were  admira- 
ble exceptions,  one  felt  that  they  were  doing  the  best  they  could,  hampered  by 
the  unfortunate  position  in  which  antecedent  mismanagement  had  placed  them. 
Unfortunately  the  surgeons  and  doctors  whom  I  have  excepted  were  in  positions 
of  authority. 

I  can  not  close  my  statement  without  bearing  witness  to  the  splendid  qualities 
of  courage,  uncomplaining  patience,  unselfish  tenderness  for  each  other,  courtesy, 
modesty,  and  patient  endurance  of  suffering  which  we  observed  in  the  soldiers  of 
our  Regular  Army.  In  the  six  weeks  I  worked  in  camp,  unprotected  by  any 
badge  or  distinctive  dress,  going  into  their  tents  and  through  the  company  streets 
at  all  hours  of  the  day,  often  unavoidably  detained  until  after  dark  and  making 
my  way  over  the  hills  to  the  station  alone,  on  foot  as  well  as  riding,  I  never  met 
with  the  slightest  disrepect,  and  never  heard  a  word  which  should  not  have  been 
said  in  the  presence  of  a  lady. 

That  such  men  should  have  suffered  what  they  did  in  their  own  land,  within  four 
hours  of  its  greatest  city,  and  in  what  was  called  a  "  recuperative"  camp,  is  a  last- 
ing disgrace  to  the  country,  which  can  never  be  atoned  for;  but  their  sufferings  will 
not  have  been  wholly  in  vain  if,  by  making  them  fully  known,  other  soldiers  can 
be  saved  from  like  misery — misery  which  was  not  the  legitimate  and  unavoidable 
concomitant  of  war  in  a  foreign  country,  but  the  wholly  unnecessary,  easily  avoid- 
able, and  thoroughly  criminal  outcome  of  inefficiency,  mismanagement,  and  politi- 
cal corruption. 

Julia  Halsted  Chadwick, 
East  Hampton  Relief  Corps. 


SPECIFIC  CASES  GIVEN— MISS   JULIA  H.  CHADWICK  REPLIES  TO  DR.   BISHOP'S 
STATEMENT   CONCERNING  MONTAUK  CAMP. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Brooklyn  Eagle: 

The  letter  of  a  Dr.  Bishop  with  regard  to  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk,  published  in 
your  issue  of  October  22,  has  just  come  to  my  attention,  and  I  beg  permission,  late 
as  it  is,  to  be  allowed  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  it. 

Knowing  very  little  about  general  hospital,  except  in  a  few  cases  of  which  I 
have  names  and  dates  and  am  prepared  to  testify  elsewhere,  I  will  say  nothing 
about  Dr.  Bishop's  remarks  on  that  head;  but  his  assertion  that  "  as  soon  as  men 
were  sick  enough  to  demand  hospital  treatment  they  were  speedily  removed  from 
their  regiments  to  the  general  or  divisional  hospitals  "  is  too  monstrous  to  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  emphatic  contradiction. 
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On  August  20  I  visited  in  his  tent  Private  Frederick  Carlsen,  A  Company, 
Seventy-first  New  York.  He  was  alone  in  his  tent,  his  three  tent  mates  having 
gone  home  on  furloughs,  and  was  uncared  for,  except  by  a  kind  neighbor  in  the 
next  tent,  who  had  ' '  heard  him  groaning  "  and  went  in.  He  lay  on  a  small  rubber 
"slicker"  on  the  damp  grass,  in  a  high  fever  and  too  ill  to  take  much  notice  of 
me.  I  saw  him  again  August  23,  found  him  even  worse  than  before,  and  now 
almost  unconscious.  I  took  the  regimental  surgeon  to  his  tent  myself  and  on 
returning  two  days  later  I  found  he  had  at  last  been  taken  to  hospital. 

On  August  23  I  visited  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  and  saw  Waldemar  H.  Woolf, 
private,  Company  I,  ill  in  his  tent,  lying  on  a  small  rubber  slicker  on  the  damp 
grass  with  one  blanket,  He  had  high  fever  and  was  very  weak.  I  saw  him  again 
on  August  25,  still  very  ill,  unable  to  raise  his  head  to  speak  to  me.  A  week  later 
he  was  still  with  the  regiment,  trying  to  struggle  about.  On  September  18  I  found 
him  in  general  hospital  with  typhoid.  On  September  27  he  was  transferred  to 
New  York  and  allowed  to  go  home  on  furlough,  being,  according  to  the  doctor  of 
the  ward  at  Montauk,  then  in  the  third  week  of  typhoid. 

On  September  2  Samuel  Parrish,  of  the  Red  Cross,  found  in  the  Seventh  Infan- 
try 188  men  on  sick  report,  of  whom  he  got  65  out  to  the  Providence  Hospital, 
there  being  no  room  for  them  in  the  Montauk  Hospital.  On  September  11  the 
same  man  found  299  sick  men  in  the  Second  Infantry  (out  of  a  total  strength  of 
about  500),  and  removed  to  Providence  Hospital  30  from  the  Second,  between  50 
and  60  from  the  Sixth  Infantry,  and  between  60  and  70  from  the  Sixteenth  Infan- 
try. There  were  then  in  these  three  regiments  150  men  whose  regimental  surgeons 
had  been  anxiously  awaiting  a  chance  to  send  to  the  Montauk  hospitals,  and  asked 
Mr.  Parrish  to  take  as  many  as  possible,  because  there  was  no  room  for  them  in 
general  or  divisional  hospitals  at  Montauk. 

On  August  29  I  was  given  a  list  of  12  men  whom  the  surgeon  of  the  Eighth 
Infantry  was  trying  to  get  into  general  hospital,  one  of  them  a  surgical  case,  and 
I  found  five  or  six  more  in  that  regiment  needing  hospital  care,  one  at  least  of 
whom  died  after  waiting  many  days  to  be  taken  to  hospital.  I  can  furnish  this 
list  if  desired. 

On  September  9  Miss  Lowell,  of  Brooklyn,  found  a  lad  named  Tapping,  of  Com- 
pany E,  Eighth,  on  the  ground  in  his  tent;  temperature,  104°.  He  was  not  taken 
to  hospital  until  afternoon  of  following  day,  when  he  was  entered  as  a  typhoid 
case.  In  the  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Infantry,  on  September  10,  there  were 
a  number  of  very  ill  men.  "When  the  ambulance  came  from  general  hospital  late 
in  the  afternoon  they  said  they  could  only  take  six  men  from  that  regiment.  Six 
men  whose  tents  were  near  where  the  ambulance  stopped  were  hustled  in  and 
driven  off.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  four  of  the  men  who  had  been  left 
behind.  One  of  them,  Kudener,  had  temperature  of  106°;  was  partly  delirious, 
pains  in  back, headache;  had  been  suffering  from  continuous  fever  for  some  days. 
We  were  shown  an  order  for  him  to  go  to  the  hospital,  signed  by  the  doctor  three 
days  before.  His  bunkie  said,  "There  is  his  bundle.  I  did  it  up  three  days  ago 
and  we  have  been  expecting  he  would  go  long  before  this. " 

His  company  street  was  situated  a  greater  distance  from  where  the  ambulance 
stopped  than  the  others. 

We  found  a  man  sitting  up  in  his  tent,  so  stiff  with  rheumatism  he  was  unable 
to  lie  down.  He  had  his  bundle  done  up  beside  him  and  was  all  ready  to  go  to  the 
hospital,  with  his  order  from  the  doctor  in  his  hand.  "Oh,"  he  said,  "  you  needn't 
do  anything  for  me  to-day;  I  am  going  to  the  hospital  this  afternoon.  Has  the 
ambulance  come?" 

It  had  come  and  gone  without  hir 

The  other  two  men  left  behind  had  temperatures  of  105°,  pains  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  back,  headache,  and  were  greatly  relieved  by  the  ice  we  got  for  their  heads, 
but  of  course  it  was  impossible  to  do  much  for  them  in  their  tents. 
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This  account  is  verbatim  from  Miss  Lowell's  statement  for  the  Commission,  and 
the  men  belonged  to  a  regiment  whose  doctor  was  noted  for  his  devotion. 

Miss  Lowell  adds:  "  On  the  9th  and  10th  of  September  I  saw  Carl  Colombo,  of 
the  band,  Eighth  Infantry.  He  had  continuous  fever;  dry,  brown  tongue;  pains 
in  back  and  stomach.  He  was  suffering  from  the  delusion  that  he  had  been  put 
in  a  colored  regiment  because  he  was  sick,  and  that  we  were  colored  people.  These 
delusions,  the  doctors  say,  come  in  the  second  week  of  typhoid.  He  was  not  taken 
into  the  hospital  until  September  12,  and  only  then  by  the  efforts  of  one  of  our 
workers,  who  took  him  in  a  private  carriage.  His  case  was  recorded  at  the  hospital 
as  being  typhoid.  Mr.  Sidney  V.  Lovell's  statement  contains  the  following:  "Sep- 
tember 10.  Saw  Scott,  of  A  Company,  Eighth  Infantry;  temperature,  106°.  He 
was  twitching  all  over.  His  respiration  was  30  to  the  minute.  I  took  it  myself  on 
my  knees  in  the  tent.  He  was  not  removed  to  the  hospital  till  September  12,  when 
he  was  taken  in  a  private  vehicle. " 

The  second  week  of  September  I  twice  saw  Boucker,  a  soldier  of  Company  H, 
same  regiment.  He  had  a  shocking  cough;  was  unable  to  stand  after  a  fit  of 
coughing.  He  was  lying  right  on  the  ground  in  his  tent.  Finally  was  allowed  to 
go  home  or  start  for  home  in  this  condition.  He  was  pale  and  emaciated,  with 
black  rings  under  his  eyes,  and  trembled  greatly  with  weakness. 

September  8  and  10  I  saw  a  soldier  from  Kansas  named  Snyder,  of  the  Twentieth 
Regular  Infantry.  He  was  suffering  from  a  continued  and  severe  case  of  dysen- 
tery. He  could  not  walk  nor  stand;  had  to  lie  down  continuously.  He  was  left 
lying  in  his  tent  rig»ht  along  for  some  weeks;  was  not  taken  to  the  hospital  at  all. 

I  could  go  on  for  half  a  column  with  other  like  occurrences,  but  deem  these  few 
sufficient.  Dr.  Bishop  will  please  note  that  I  do  not  deal  in  general  statements, 
like  his  own,  but  give  specific  cases,  with  names,  dates,  and  witnesses.  It  is  for 
him  to  explain  his  statement  in  the  light  of  these  facts  by  informing  us  what 
degree  of  illness  he  deems  "enough  to  demand  hospital  treatment,"  and  what 
length  of  time  from  two  days  up  he  would  call  "speedy." 

Having  spent  five  weeks  constantly  at  work  in  the  camps  for  the  infantry  divi- 
sion at  Montauk,  I  can  not  but  feel  myself  a  more  competent  witness  of  the  state 
of  affairs  "said"  to  prevail  there  than  Dr.  Bishop. 

Julia  H.  Chadwick, 
Easthampton  Relief  Corps. 

Easthampton,  L.  I.,  November  14,  1898. 


Diet  Kitchen,  General  Hospital, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  L.  I.,  October  10,  1898. 
General  Dodge, 

Chairman  the  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  For  six  weeks  I  have  been  at  Camp  Wikoff,  representing  the  Red  Cross 
Society  for  maintenance  of  trained  nurses,  establishing  diet  kitchens  in  connection 
with  the  general  and  division  hospitals.  This  work  brought  me  in  contact  with 
the  officials  and  physicians  stationed  l^ere. 

Much  has  been  written  you  in  regard  to  the  abuses  which  have  existed  at  Mon- 
tauk, and,  as  one  very  closely  associated  with  the  work  of  the  hospital,  I  feel  that 
I  must  send  this  testimony  of  my  experience. 

It  is  conceded  by  every  one  that  abuses  have  existed,  many  of  them  caused  by 
the  tremendous  demand  made  in  a  short  space  of  time  upon  the  men  in  charge. 
It  is  also  possible  that  the  executive  ability  to  meet  the  great  emergency  may 
have,  sometimes,  been  lacking.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  never  known  a  more 
beautiful  spirit  of  work  than  that  exhibited  by  every  man  connected  with  the 
hospital.    The  unselfish,  untiring  efforts  in  the  face  of  almost  insurmountable 
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difficulties  have  been  surprising.  Through  all  the  busy  weeks  of  August  and 
September  I  never  heard  a  complaint,  the  representatives  of  the  Government 
sparing  themselves  in  no  instance,  and  I  have  often  wondered  that  they  were  able 
to  stand  the  strain. 

On  my  arrival  at  Montauk  I  found  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  kitchen  very 
serious.  All  the  patients  of  the  hospital,  as  well  as  officers,  physicians,  nurses, 
orderlies,  and  employees  were  procuring  their  food  from  a  small  wooden  building 
presided  over  by  an  army  cook,  and  everything  in  and  around  the  mess  hall  was 
in  a  very  dirty  condition.  The  patients  were  being  daily  fed  on  a  diet  of  rice  and 
oatmeal,  until  many  of  them  were  unable  to  relish  or  even  take  the  food. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Colonel  Forwood,  it  became  possible  for  the  Red  Cross 
Society  for  maintenance  of  trained  nurses  and  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Aid 
Association  to  establish,  between  the  general  hospital  and  the  annex,  a  diet  kitchen 
where  specially  and  scientifically  prepared  food  could  be  obtained. 

The  Government  speedily  recognized  the  value  of  the  work,  and  the  physicians 
soon  learned  that  they  could  secure  not  only  liquid  diet,  but  also  light  and  special 
diets,  and  from  August  27,  both  in  the  general  and  division  hospitals,  the  very 
sick  and  convalescent  have  received  proper  nourishment.  This  should  redound  to 
the  credit,  first,  of  the  organizations  which  started  them,  and  then  to  the  Govern- 
ment which  has  given  its  hearty  support  and  cooperation. 

In  less  than  two  weeks  after  the  opening  of  the  five  kitchens  they  were  turned 
over  to  the  officials,  and  from  that  time,  with  no  cost  to  private  enterprise,  they 
have  been  supported  by  the  Government.  We  were  authorized  to  order  every- 
thing which  would  add  to  the  proper  dieting  of  the  soldiers,  so  that  they  have 
been  served  not  only  with  homemade  broths  of  beef,  mutton,  and  chicken,  but 
also  with  every  delicacy,  such  as  oysters,  broiled  chicken,  tenderloin  steaks,  chops, 
jellies,  custards,  etc.  One  of  our  prominent  physicians  (a  volunteer)  remarked 
that  his  patients  were  better  fed  at  Camp  Wikoff  than  in  any  hospital  with  which 
he  had  been  connected  in  New  York  City. 

The  kitchen  utensils  have  been  also  supplied  in  any  quantity  desired,  and  those 
in  authority  have  given  their  support  by  an  interest  and  hearty  cooperation  which 
I  have  never  seen  equaled.  The  quartermaster  s  and  commissary  department 
have  lent  us  every  assistance  also,  and  have,  as  promptly  as  possible,  delivered  to 
the  kitchens  anything  which  their  storehouses  supplied. 

During  my  stay  in  camp  I  have  not  known  what  it  was  to  be  refused  anything, 
which  proves  the  willingness  of  the  Government  to  forward  any  work  which  is 
of  benefit  to  their  soldiers. 

When  an  abuse  has  been  brought  before  the  commanding  officers,  they  have 
tried  to  rectify  it,  if  it  has  been  in  their  power  to  do  so.  As  an  instance  of  this,  a 
representative  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  had  occasion  to  tell  General  Bates  about 
the  manner  in  which  the  f urloughed  men  received  their  rations,  money,  and  trans- 
portation. The  men,  still  weak  from  a  protracted  illness,  on  reaching  the  depot 
were  obliged  to  go  a  long  distance  through  the  sand  and  heat  to  the  quarter- 
master's and  commissary  department.  Many  of  these  men  would  again  reach  the 
station  in  an  exhausted  condition,  and  it  seemed  such  a  useless  expenditure  of  time 
and  strength  to  already  debilitated  constitutions.  General  Bates,  then  the  com- 
manding officer,  was  interviewed,  and  this  state  of  affairs  was  explained  to  him. 
That  very  afternoon  he  gave  orders  that  this  work  should  be  immediately  trans- 
ferred to  tents  directly  opposite  the  depot.  Thus  any  amount  of  suffering  was  pre- 
vented by  the  prompt  action  of  the  commanding  general. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Colonel  Forwood,  Major  Heizmann,  Major  Brown,  and  to 
Drs.  Prescott,  Ireland,  Thomason,  and  Nancrede,  and  to  the  other  regular  staff 
officers,  for  their  untiring  efforts,  night  and  day,  to  conscientiously  fulfill  the 
unusual  duties  thrust  upon  them.    Many  times  I  have  seen  them  attending  to 
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their  work  with  cheerfulness  and  earnestness  when  their  physical  strength  has 
seemed  well-nigh  exhausted. 

To  Captain  MacMillan,  in  charge  of  the  general  hospital  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, and  to  his  aids,  belong  much  credit  in  the  assistance  which  they  have  ren- 
dered the  kitchen,  and  I  wish  to  commend  also  young  Mr.  Bixby,  whose  always 
cheery  manner  has  made  it  a  pleasure  to  appeal  to  him  for  any  favor. 

The  Red  Cross,  represented  by  Mr.  Howard  Townsend,  has  given  valuable 
assistance  in  all  branches  of  work  connected  with  the  hospital  and  camp,  and  this 
society  has  acted  as  an  "  emergency  man  "  to  the  Government  in  supplying  all 
needs  until  goods  shipped  by  the  Medical  Department  could  be  received. 

I  must  also  say  a  word  in  commendation  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad  and  their 
management  at  the  Montauk  station.  President  C.  C.  Baldwin  and  his  assistants 
have  given  all  the  workers  here  most  cordial  support  in  granting  any  reasonable 
request,  and  have  rendered  them  every  facility  in  securing  their  supplies. 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I  have  written  this  letter,  and  I  am  sorry  that 
I  can  not  do  greater  justice  to  all  those  with  whom  I  have  been  so  closely  asso- 
ciated at  Camp  Wikoff .  Never  shall  I  forget  the  uniform  courtesy  with  which  I 
have  been  treated  or  the  hearty  cooperation  given  to  the  work  of  properly  nourish- 
ing the  hundreds  of  sick  soldiers  who  have  been  under  the  care  of  the  Government. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  H.  Willard. 

October  18. 
Mrs.  M.  H.  Willard, 

15  West  Forty -second  street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Madam:  Your  communication  of  the  10th  instant  is  received,  and  will  be 
filed  for  action  by  the  Commission  upon  its  return  from  a  tour  of  the  Southern 
encampments.  Meanwhile,  permit  me  to  thank  you  for  the  explicit  and  intelli- 
gent information  you  have  furnished  the  Commission.  There  will  be  a  sitting  in 
New  York  later,  when,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  you  will  be  called  upon  for  testimony. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman, 

Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

557  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  November  18, 1898. 
Mr.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission,  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York: 
Regret  important  engagement  prevents  my  testifying  before  Commission  to- 
morrow. .  - 

Mary  H.  Willard. 


November  23. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  was  received  too  late  for  me  to  make  arrangements  to 
appear  before  your  Commission  at  12  o'clock  to-day,  and  I  am  sending  this  note  of 
explanation  to  account  for  my  absence. 

When  the  opportunity  offers  I  will  present  myself  at  the  hotel,  notifying  you  by 
card  of  my  ability  to  testify. 
Regretting  the  delay, 

Very  truly,  yours,  M.  H.  Willard. 

[Note.— Mrs.  Willard's  testimony  will  be  found  pp.  2344-2355.] 
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November  20,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  F.  B.  Jones, 

Chief  Quartermaster  of  Volunteers  : 

Dear  Sir:  The  inclement  weather  of  Saturday  and  a  severe  cold  prevented  me 
accepting  your  invitation  to  appear  before  the  Commission  at  the  time  stated. 

I  am  employed  during  the  day  until  4  o'clock  p.  in.,  but  will  be  free  Friday  and 
Saturday  of  this  week,  should  you  desire  me  to  appear  either  one  of  those  days. 

However,  the  following  statement,  to  which  I  am  willing  to  make  an  affidavit 
to  its  truth  in  every  respect,  comprises  the  information  which  I  possess  concern- 
ing the  case  of  my  brother,  John  H.  Haller,  of  Company  K,  Seventy-first  United 
States  Volunteers:  The  first  tidings  we  received  of  his  illness  was  the  report  pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  of  August  19  of  the  soldiers  who  were  sick  at  Camp 
Wikoff ,  and  his  name  appeared  among  the  most  serious  cases  at  the  general  hos- 
pital. We  immediately  telegraphed  to  the  captain  of  Company  K,  sending  two 
dispatches,  which  were  not  answered.  The  next  day,  August  20,  we  telegraphed 
to  a  private  in  the  same  company,  who  replied  that  my  brother  "  was  very  weak, 
but  improving." 

My  oldest  brother  in  the  meantime  had  written  by  mail  to  Captain  Self  ridge,  of 
Company  K,  and  received  the  information  that  with  the  use  of  the  right  kind 
of  influence  members  of  the  family  might  be  able  to  get  down  to  Montauk  Point 
to  see  him. 

At  last,  after  five  fruitless  journeys  to  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  Armory,  in 
order  to  receive  the  necessary  permission  to  go  to  Camp  Wikoff,  we  were  told  that 
the  quarantine  would  be  lifted  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  August  23,  and  that 
on  our  arrival  at  the  camp  we  would  be  able  to  bring  my  brother  home  with  us 
by  simply  asking  for  a  thirty  days'  furlough.  We  went  prepared  to  do  so,  but 
were  handicapped  from  the  start.  In  the  first  place,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the 
general  hospital  did  not  know  in  which  wards  the  different  soldiers  were  placed, 
and  we  were  compelled  to  go  from  tent  to  tent  until  we  found  him.  There  were 
only  1,600  sick  men  in  that  hospital  then. 

Finally  we  found  my  brother  lying  in  an  unconscious  condition,  from  which  it 
was  utterly  impossible  to  rouse  him,  and  the  nurse  said  that  he  had  been  in  this 
state  for  six  days  previous.  Both  the  doctor  in  charge  of  the  ward  and  this  nurse 
told  us,  without  any  reserve,  that  his  condition  was  more  the  result  of  starvation 
than  disease,  and  that  such  was  the  case  with  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  there  under 
treatment. 

They  had  no  stimulants  in  that  ward  on  that  day  to  give  any  of  the  patients 
until  I  arrived  with  whisky  for  my  brother's  use,  and  he  had  sunk  so  low  that 
they  administered  half  a  tumbler  of  whisky,  diluted  in  water,  at  once.  He  died 
the  next  day,  August  24,  at  11.30  p.  m.,  during  the  heavy  storm  they  experienced 
on  that  night,  and  his  body  was  removed  to  the  deadhouse  clad  only  in  an  under- 
shirt, and  it  was  in  this  condition  when  my  oldest  brother  and  the  undertaker 
came  for  the  body.  Had  not  the  undertaker  been  provided  with  a  winding  sheet, 
there  would  have  been  no  covering  for  him  in  which  to  be  placed  in  the  coffin. 

The  officials  were  too  busy  to  be  disturbed  about  transportation  of  the  body,  and 
when  my  brother  appealed  to  the  proper  authorities  for  a  guard  to  escort  the  body 
home  he  was  flatly  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  next  day  (Saturday)  was  pay 
day  in  the  camp,  and  no  soldier  would  be  permitted  to  be  absent.  Consequently 
my  poor  brother  not  only  sacrificed  his  life  in  the  service  of  his  country,  but  was 
also  deprived  of  his  right  of  an  escort  of  his  comrades  to  his  last  resting  place. 

Although  application  was  also  made  at  the  armory  for  an  escort  to  the  funeral, 
we  were  again  refused. 

Respectfully,  yours,  (Miss)  Christiana  I.  Haller. 

349  West  Thirtieth  Street,  New  York, 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, 
New  York  City,  November  23, 1898. 
Miss  Christiana  I.  Haller, 

$49  West  Thirtieth  Street,  New  York  City. 
Madam:  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  20th 
instant.  As  this  letter  appears  to  give  full  information  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  your  brother,  the  Commission  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  ask  you  to  appear 
before  it.  We  will,  however,  place  your  letter  on  file  with  the  testimony,  and  it 
will  receive  the  same  consideration  as  though  you  appeared  and  stated  the  facts 
in  person. 

Respectfully,  G.  M.  Dodge,  President. 


United  States  General  Hospital, 
Washington  Barracks,  D.  C. ,  November  21,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Testimony  given  November  19,  1898,  before  the  war  investigating  commit- 
tee, in  the  case  of  Sergt.  Henry  A.  Dobson,  Company  D,  First  District  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  makes  certain  direct  and  inferred  accusations  relative  to  the  treatment 
he  received  while  being  carried  sick  from  Montauk,  N.  Y.,  to  New  York  City  on 
the  transport  Shinnecock.  From  reports  of  the  testimony  given  by  Sergeant  Dob- 
son's  mother  I  gather  the  following  allegations: 

First.  That  Mrs.  Dobson,  his  mother,  had  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  permis- 
sion to  accompany  her  son. 

Second.  That  there  were  400  patients  on  board,  inferring  that  the  boat  was 
overloaded. 

Third.  That  the  female  nurses  slept  all  night,  inferring  that  her  son  did  not 
receive  proper  or  sufficient  attention. 

Fourth.  That  the  surgeon  on  board  did  not  see  her  son,  and  that  he  (her  son) 
received  no  medicine  other  than  one  tablet,  inferring  that  he  did  not  receive  proper 
medical  attendance. 

The  evidence  as  given  and  the  inferences  from  it  are  so  erroneous  that  they  infer 
incapacity  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  persons  immediately  responsible,  and  infer- 
entially  upon  the  heads  of  departments  in  allowing  such  conditions  to  exist.  For 
this  reason  I  consider  it  proper  to  submit  the  following  statement  for  such  use  as 
you  may  deem  proper: 

The  Shinnecock  was  a  modern,  steel,  "Sound"  steamer,  of  the  best  model,  fitted 
in  the  most  modern  manner,  with  space  for  400  passengers.  She  was  chartered 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  transporting  the  sick  from  Montauk  to  New  York  City, 
$1,000  a  day  being  paid  for  her  use. 

I  was  in  command,  with  3  acting  assistant  surgeons,  2  hospital  stewards,  3  act- 
ing hospital  stewards,  18  privates,  and  5  female  nurses.  I  had  on  board  nearly 
$1,000  worth  of  extra  delicacies,  nearly  the  same  amount  in  cash  to  be  expended 
for  the  sick  if  necessary,  and  with  authority  from  the  chief  surgeon  at  Wikoff  to 
call  upon  him  for  anything  I  might  need.  The  department,  therefore,  had  not 
only  made  ample  but  almost  extravagant  provision  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  and 
if  there  was  any  failure  the  blame  necessarily  rests  upon  me  and  the  assistants 
under  me.  That  there  was  such  failure  I  deny,  and  relative  to  the  testimony  of 
Mrs.  Dobson  submit  the  following: 

1.  As  to  Mrs.  Dobson's  alleged  difficulty  in  securing  passage  with  her  son:  Hun- 
dreds of  requests  for  transportation  were  made  by  persons  whose  only  reason  for 
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the  request  was  a  desire  to  obtain  free  passage  to  New  York.  Such  requests  were 
obviously  improper,  and  no  persons  other  than  relatives  of  the  sick  or  those  imme- 
diately in  charge  of  them  were  carried.  None  of  these  were  refused  passage,  and 
Mrs.  Dobson  s  difficulties,  therefore,  consisted  in  informing  me  that  she  was  with 
her  son,  receiving  a  pass  and  paying  the  purser  (a  civilian)  for  her  meals  while  on 
board,  provisions  being  provided  by  the  Government  for  the  sick  only. 

2.  As  to  there  being  400  sick  on  board,  inferring  that  the  boat  was  overcrowded: 
The  boat  could  accommodate  400.  The  highest  number  carried  on  any  trip  was 
318.  On  the  trip  when  Sergeant  Dobson  was  carried  the  official  record  shows  that 
there  were  exactly  188  on  board. 

3.  As  to  the  female  nurses  sleeping  at  night:  These  nurses  were  on  duty  from 
1  p.  m.,  when  the  loading  of  patients  began,  until  10  p.  m.,  when  all  had  been  fed, 
cared  for,  and  settled  for  the  night.  At  9  p.  m.  the  male  night  nurses  went  on 
duty  in  three-hour  reliefs  until  6  a.m.,  and  as  there  were  three  decks,  there  were 
three  night  nurses  to  each  deck— an  ample  service,  Which  would  have  been  increased 
if  necessary,  and  was,  on  some  trips,  by  the  female  nurses  also  doing  night  duty. 
At  6  a.  m.  the  female  nurses  again  went  on  duty  to  assist  in  feeding  the  patients 
and  preparing  them  for  transfer  to  the  hospitals  in  New  York,  and  they  remained 
on  duty  until  the  last  were  disembarked,  generally  from  1  to  3  p.  m.  The  work 
was  systematically  divided  and  assigned  so  that  the  best  work  could  be  gotten 
from  all,  a  nurse  utterly  worn-out  not  being  capable  of  giving  the  best  service. 

4.  As  to  Sergeant  Dobson 's  not  having  been  seen  by  the  surgeon  during  the  trip, 
and  having  received  but  one  tablet  in  the  way  of  medicine:  It  is  probable  that  I 
did  not  see  Sergeant  Dobson.  My  duties  were  those  of  general  supervision,  and 
were  so  multifarious  that  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  care  for  every  individual  case, 
and  I  made  no  attempt  to  do  so.  I  had  three  able  assistants,  one  of  whom  was 
assigned  to  each  deck,  with  one  acting  hospital  steward  and  five  hospital  corps 
men.  Attention  was  therefore  ample,  and,  in  addition,  rounds  were  made  of  the 
entire  ship  by  a  doctor  every  hour  during  the  night,  with  strict  orders  to  see  every 
patient.  Sergeant  Dobson  was  not  only  seen  by  a  doctor  (though  not  by  myself), 
but  he  was  seen  every  hour  during  the  night  from  9  p.  m.  to  6  a.  m.,  and  up  to 
and  after  those  hours  all  the  doctors  were  on  duty.  As  to  the  medicine  given,  that 
was,  of  course,  in  the  discretion  of  the  attending  surgeon,  and  if  Sergeant  Dobson 
received  only  one  tablet  it  was  for  the  reason  that  a  trained  graduate  in  medicine 
considered  it  the  only  necessary  treatment. 

During  the  service  of  the  Shinnecock  2,450  patients  were  transported  from  Camp 
Wikoff  to  New  York  City  without  a  death  occurring  on  board. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Borden, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


New  York,  November  22,  1898. 
His  Excellency  William  McKinley, 

President  of  the  United  States. 

Sir:  In  my  testimony  given  yesterday  in  New  York  before  the  Commission 
investigating  the  conduct  of  the  late  war  with  Spain,  I  was  reported  in  some  of 
the  papers  as  saying  that  I  did  not  think  your  excellency  wished  to  see  the  actual 
conditions  existing  at  Camp  Wikoff  at  the  time  of  your  visit  to  the  camp,  Septem- 
ber 3  last.  I  beg  to  assure  your  excellency  that  I  made  no  such  statement,  being 
assured,  on  the  contrary,  that  you  then  made  every  effort  to  alleviate  the  distressing 
conditions  at  the  camp. 

I  remain,  with  highest  esteem,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  L.  Parrish, 
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39  East  Thirty-fifth  Street,  November  24. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  cf  Commission. 
Dear  Sir:  I  regret  that  I  must  .decline  your  invitation  to  appear  before  your 
committee.  I  visited  Camp  Wikoff  as  a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  physi- 
cians of  the  National  Red  Cross  Society  of  this  city  by  the  request  of  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  society,  to  report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  camp. 
A  full  report  was  sent  by  me  to  the  committee,  which  I  presume  they  will  gladly 
furnish  you. 

The  desire  of  your  committee  for  information,  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  served  in 
this  way  better  than  by  the  methods  which  it  has  seemed  wise  to  your  committee 
to  adopt  in  examining  the  medical  gentlemen  who  have  appeared  before  you. 
Respectfully, 

Francis  P.  Kinnicutt. 


Camp  Albert  G.  Forse, 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  November  25,  1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  watched  with  growing  interest 
the  testimony  before  the  committee  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  late  war  with 
Spain.  I  have  been  more  than  usually  interested  in  the  evidence  submitted  as  to 
the  administration  of  Camp  Wikoff.  I  regret  that  so  little  has  been  said  giving 
credit  to  the  Administration.  As  chief  police  officer  and  engineer  of  construction, 
I  have  a  very  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of  the  general  and  deten- 
tion hospitals.  I  feel  that  my  knowledge  of  events  in  that  connection  is  highly 
favorable  to  the  general  administration  of  those  hospitals  and  the  camp  in  general. 
I  consider  it  a  duty  to  give  my  evidence  before  the  committee,  if  you  so  desire. 
If,  therefore,  you  will  have  the  necessary  travel  order  issued,  I  shall  feel  honored 
to  tell  the  facts  to  the  investigators.  I  did  not  appear  before  the  Commission  here 
as  I  was  not  summoned,  though  all  the  evidence  I  can  give  is  entirely  favorable 
to  the  Administration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oscar  S.  Durfee, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  U.  S.  Volunteer  Engineers. 


New  York,  December  16,  1898. 
The  Committee  of  Investigation,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  I  send  you,  according  to  the  suggestion  made  by  yourselves,  the 
statement  of  my  relations  to  the  hospitals  in  which  were  very  many  of  our  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  during  the  past  season.  As  I  was  myself  connected  with  the 
Army  as  volunteer  surgeon  during  the  year  1884,  I  was  led  to  compare  the  obser- 
vations that  I  made  in  those  bygone  years  with  what  I  saw  and  met  here.  It  w;  s 
my  effort  to  converse  with  the  medical  staff  at  the  various  institutions  mentioned, 
and,  as  far  as  practicable,  with  the  soldiers  themselves. 

I  went  to  Montauk  Point  twice  during  the  early  days  of  September,  and  made 
observations  very  carefully  as  regarded  the  condition  of  things  there.  So  far  as 
my  observations  extended  upon  the  day  when  I  went  about  alone,  and  the  day 
when  I  was  escorted  by  the  physicians,  so  far  as  the  conditions  were  visible  to 
me,  it  seemed  that  the  way  the  hospital  was  constructed  and  managed  there  at 
Montauk  Point  would  bear  favorable  comparison  with  any  that  I  ever  saw  during 
the  year  1804,  or  any  field  hospital  that  I  ever  witnessed  at  any  time. 

I  regret  extremely  that  I  did  not  receive  your  telegram  in  season  to  meet  you 
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personally,  and  it  must  be  wandering  about  in  some  snowdrift  in  the  Berkshires 
now;  but  I  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  results  of  my  observations  and 
experience  here  during  the  past  summer,  which  I  have  endeavored  to  report  as 
accurately  as  possible. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Geo.  W.  Grover. 


New  York,  October  4,  1898. 
George  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  General:  As  I  have  noticed  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  committee  of 
investigation,  recently  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  the  conduct  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  that  all  facts  bearing  thereon  shall  be  submitted  to  them  for  consid- 
eration and  judgment,  I  therefore  forward  for  such  purpose  the  following: 

First.  As  it  fell  to  my  lot  to  have  served  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army 
in  the  late  war  of  the  rebellion  during  the  year  1864, 1  therefore  found  my  report 
on  what  my  experience  then  taught  me  to  consider  as  essential. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1898,  I  inquired  by  letter  of  George  M.  Sternberg,  of 
the  Army,  and  Dr.  Wood,  of  the  Navy,  if  such  contributions  as  I  might  be  desir- 
ous to  make,  with  the  consent  and  approval  of  the  company  I  represented  as  med- 
ical superintendent,  would  be  acceptable,  and  receiving  in  each  and  every  instance 
a  reply  of  cordial  assent  and  approbation,  I  visited  during  the  past  four  months 
the  naval  hospitals  at  the  navy-yard,  Brooklyn,  the  hospital  at  Stapleton,  the  Long 
Island  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  the  Mount  Sinai,  Presbyterian,  and  French  hos- 
pitals, New  York,  and  some  others  in  this  city,  and.  in  the  first  week  of  September, 
the  hospitals  at  Camp/]  v'ikoff ,  Montauk  Point.  In  each  of  the  hospitals  mentioned, 
and  others  as  well,  I  had  interviews  and  conversations  with  the  physicians  of  the 
medical  staff,  and,  in  most  instances,  with  the  soldiers  themselves  and  their  friends 
at  each  and  all  of  the  places  enumerated. 

Second.  It  was  my  endeavor  to  observe  the  care,  kindness,  and  competency  of 
the  medical  officers  at  all  places  visited,  as  evidenced  by  the  character  of  the  work 
under  observation,  together  with  all  features  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  such 
institutions  and  the  comfort  of  the  patients  under  their  care. 

Third.  This  statement  covers  as  well  the  readiness  of  cooperation  on  the  part  of 
the  department  responsible  for  transportation  of  all  medical  supplies,  represented 
in  this  city  by  Colonel  Brown. 

Fourth.  I  would  state  that  in  all  instances  coming  under  my  direct  and  personal 
observation  I  always  found  perfect  readiness  of  cooperation  and  keen  desire  to 
carry  out  any  and  every  request  that  tended  to  prompt  delivery  and  proper  use. 
In  no  instance  did  I  find,  although  I  looked  for  it,  negligence,  indifference,  or  care- 
lessness. All  this  is  attested  by  my  personal  word  of  testimony  and  letters  received 
at  various  times  from  General  Sternberg,  Dr.  Heizmann,  Colonel  Brown,  Dr.  Nor- 
ton, and  the  medical  staff  of  the  various  hospitals. 

All  this  is  stated  as  the  result  of  my  personal  experience  and  submitted  for  your 
consideration. 

Geo.  W.  Grover,  M.  D., 
Graduate  College  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York. 


29  East  Twenty-first  Street, 
New  York  City,  January  6, 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Honored  Sir:  Quite  a  number  of  reputable  citizens,  myself  among  the  number, 
gave  testimony  before  the  War  Investigating  Commission  when  here  as  to  the 
shameful  treatment  of  the  dead  at  Camp  Wikoff ,  claiming,  among  other  things, 
7833 9 
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that  most  of  the  bodies  were  buried  in  a  nude  or  nearly  nude  state,  and  that  they 
were  crowded  into  boxes  (not  coffins)  too  small  for  them.  This  has  been  denied 
by  the  officers  in  charge  of  that  camp  at  that  time,  and  the  veracity  of  those  who 
made  the  statements  under  oath  has  been  assailed.  The  dead  soldiers  are  being 
removed  from  there  now,  and  there  can  never  be  a  better  opportunity  to  prove 
the  truth  than  to  send  some  reliable  committee  there  to  examine  a  few  of  those 
who  are  disinterred.  The  Rev.  Cannon  Bryan,  of  the  Cathedral  at  Garden  City, 
Long  Island,  gave  the  Commissioners  the  names  of  about  ten,  and  the  numbers  of 
the  graves  in  which  they  were  buried,  who  never  were  clothed.  If  there  is  any 
desire  to  get  the  truth  it  can  be  very  easily  obtained.  Later  on,  when  what 
remains  of  these  poor  starved,  misused  men  is  sealed  in  metallic  caskets  and  carried 
away,  it  can  not  be  so  easily  done.  Surely  this  is  asking  very  little,  when  if  hon- 
estly done  it  would  settle  forever  one  subject  that  has  horrified  thousands. 
I  am,  sir,  yours  truly, 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Allis. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C;  January  9, 1899. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Sir:  The  Commission  direct  me  to  trasmit  you  the  inclosed  letter  of  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Allis,  with  the  request  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Quarter  master- General  United 
States  Army,  with  the  instruction  to  detail  an  officer  to  view  the  bodies  of  the 
soldiers  exhumed,  and  report  through  proper  channels  to  the  Commission  how 
many,  if  any,  were  buried  in  the  condition  alleged,  and  also  designating  the 
responsible  officer  or  officers  if  the  allegations  appear  well  founded. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 


[Memorandum  for  the  Adjutant-General.] 

War  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

January  11,  1899. 
Let  this  be  don©. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  28,  1899. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  indorsement  of  the  12th  instant  on  communication  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  in  relation  to  the  condi- 
tion in  which  the  soldiers  dying  at  Montauk,  N.  Y.,  were  buried,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  communication  above  referred 
to  this  office  took  steps  to  investigate  the  matter. 

It  was  first  ascertained  by  telephone  from  Colonel  Kimball,  depot  quartermaster. 
New  York  City,  that  all  the  bodies  buried  at  Montauk  had  been  disinterred. 
Seven  had  been  claimed  by  relatives  or  friends  and  shipped  by  express  to  their  late 
homes,  130  had  been  shipped  to  Cypress  Hills  National  Cemetery  and  reinterred 
there,  and  that  the  remaining  16  bodies  were  to  be  shipped  in  a  few  days  to  the 
same  cemetery;  that  zinc-lined  boxes  were  provided  large  enough  to  take  in  the 
coffins,  and  that  all  sizes  of  coffins  were  sent  for  use  at  Montauk. 
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This  office  directed  Capt.  Jonathan  N.  Patton,  assistant  quartermaster,  United 
States  Volunteers,  at  New  York,  to  proceed  to  Montauk  and  view  the  remains 
in  connection  with  Lieut.  William  F.  Hase,  Sixth  United  States  Artillery,  who 
personally  supervised  the  exhuming  of  all  the  remains  at  Montauk.  Both  these 
officers  were  called  upon  for  report. 

Lieutenant  Hase  reports,  under  date  of  the  26th  instant,  that  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  cemeteries  at  Montauk  on  November  1,  1898,  there  were  152  interred  there. 
Of  these,  138  were  buried  in  the  general  hospital  cemetery  and  14  in  the  detention 
hospital  cemetery.  Fifteen  of  these  were  sent  by  express  to  relatives,  while  the 
remainder,  or  137,  were  sent  to  the  Cypress  Hills  National  Cemetery  at  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.  While  the  disinterments  were  being  made  he  found  the  lids  of  about  15 
boxes  or  coffins  had,  on  account  of  the  weight  of  the  ground,  fallen  in.  The  lids 
of  these  were  carefully  removed,  and  were  again  fastened  down  in  as  secure  a 
condition  as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  To  the  best  of  his  recollec- 
tion everyone  of  these  bodies  was  clad— some  in  nightgowns,  others  in  pajamas— 
and  almost  all  of  them  were  wrapped  in  an  army  blanket  or  a  sheet.  He  further 
reports  that  he  opened  6  coffins  during  disinterment  and  found  the  remains  in 
2  of  them  clad  in  uniform  and  4  in  pajamas,  and  wrapped  in  blanket  or  pon- 
cho. In  addition  to  these  he  opened  14  other  coffins  at  the  time  of  Captain 
Patton's  visit  and  found  6  were  robed  in  nightgowns,  3  wrapped  in  sheets,  2  clad 
in  pajamas  and  then  wrapped  in  sheets,  2  in  pajamas  only,  and  1  in  a  uniform. 
He  states  that  the  charge  that  the  bodies  were  nude  when  buried  is  absoultely 
without  foundation,  Of  the  152  disinterred,  about  30  were  examined  at  random, 
and  not  one  of  the  bodies  was  nude.  Most  of  the  bodies  were  buried  in  the  regu- 
lar brown  pine  coffins,  varying  from  6  feet  to  6  feet  3  inches  in  length.  Perhaps 
about  20  of  the  remains  were  buried  in  pine  boxes,  which  he  believes  were  made 
at  Montauk.  They  were  good,  solid  boxes,  made  of  matched  flooring  about  H 
inches  thick.  He  took  the  measurement  of  these  boxes  and  found  them  to  be  of 
two  sizes— one  20  by  15  by  72  inches  and  the  other  24  by  24  by  75  inches.  This  is 
the  inside  measurement.  These  boxes  certainly  were  not  too  small.  He  did  not 
see  any  evidence  of  any  crowding  whatever,  and  he  was  in  the  yard  almost  all  the 
time  that  the  disinterment  was  going  on.  He  states  that  the  only  evidence  or 
trace  of  any  neglect  or  carelessness  that  he  is  cognizant  of  is  that  the  remains  of 
Private  Henry  C.  Koehn,  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  who  died  on  August  17, 
and  was  buried  in  grave  No.  2  in  the  detention  hospital  cemetery  were  not  put  into 
a  box  or  coffin.    He  is  informed  that  he  died  of  a  virulent  type  of  black  diphtheria. 

Captain  Patton  confirms  Lieutenant  Hase's  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
remains  in  the  coffins  which  were  opened  in  his  presence. 

An  officer  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  was  on  duty  at  Montauk  imme- 
diately under  the  orders  of  the  surgeon  in  charge.  He  was  furnished  with  an 
ample  supply  of  clothing  for  use  in  connection  with  the  hospital  to  replace  cloth- 
ing destroyed  to  prevent  contagior ,  which  clothing  was  also  applicable  for  use  in 
burial  of  the  dead.  If  soldiers  were  not  always  buried  in  uniform  there  may  have 
been  sufficient  reasons  on  the  part  of  the  hospital  authorities  for  such  a  course. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  I.  LUDINGTON, 

Quartermaster- General,  United  States  Army, 


The  Honorable  Members  of  the  War  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  I  wish  to  testify  to  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  certain  conditions  at 
Camp  Wikoff  of  which  I  have  personal  knowledge.  I  submit  this  testimony  in 
order  to  prove  and  emphasize  two  conditions  which  I  think  important  for  your 
body  to  consider  in  order  to  suggest  remedies  for  the  future. 
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These  are:  First,  in  the  absence  of  regimental  hospitals,  sick  men  were  reported 
nnder  treatment  in  quarters  too  long  before  being  sent  to  the  division  or  general 
hospital,  or  were  treated  entirely  in  their  tents,  with  merely  a  blanket  nnder 
them,  when  they  absolutely  required  the  care  and  attention  which  they  could 
receive  only  in  the  hospital. 

Secondly,  there  was  no  provision  made  for  supplying  proper  diet  to  those  who 
were  sick  in  their  tents,  and  those  who,  on  account  of  a  weak  condition  of 
stomach  or  bowels,  were  unable  to  digest  the  ordinary  rations.  It  could  not  be 
expected  that  milk  and  other  easily  digestible  food  would  be  supplied  during  the 
campaign;  but  in  a  camp  planned  for  the  recuperation  of  the  Army— only  100 
miles  from  New  York — there  was  no  excuse  for  not  supplying  them  in  abundance. 
Milk  was  finally  provided  in  sufficient  quantity  for  the  hospital  patients,  but  the 
sick  in  quarters,  and  supposably  well  men,  who  were  suffering  with  the  indigestion 
and  chronic  diarrhea  which  usually  follows  the  Southern  malaria,  were  obliged 
to  eat  what  they  could  not  digest  or  go  without.  This  second  condition,  in  my 
mind,  has  caused  more  unnecessary  suffering  and  deaths  than  almost  any  other. 

I  assisted  in  selecting  patients  for  the  hospital  for  soldiers  established  at  Sag 
Harbor,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  men  sick  in  their  tents  who  had  no  chance 
to  get  well  under  the  conditions  of  sleeping  on  the  ground  and  living  on  the 
ordinary  rations.  Their  only  future  was  to  become  weaker  and  weaker  until 
they  were  considered  fit  subjects  for  the  hospital.  Judging  from  the  extremely 
weak  condition  of  some  we  took  to  Sag  Harbor,  men  who  were  officially  not  sick 
enough  yet  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  it  must  have  been  too  late  for  many  poor 
fellows  who  did  finally  get  there.  It  is  generally  recognized  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession that  to  effect  the  cure  of  dysentery,  chronic  diarrhea,  stomach  and  intes- 
tinal indigestion,  and  exhaustion  following  malaria  a  proper  and  easily  digestible 
diet  is  a  sine  qua  non,  and  that  bacon  and  hard-tack,  meat,  potatoes,  and  onions 
do  not  constitute  a  proper  diet. 

In  order  to  prove  my  two  points  I  submit  brief  histories  of  a  few  patients  I  had 
under  treatment  at  Sag  Harbor. 

1.  Private  Joseph  Lidovowicz,  Company  E,  Third  Infantry:  In  hospital  in 
Cuba  one  week  with  malaria;  after  leaving  hospital,  had  diarrhea.  This  has  been 
present  off  and  on  ever  since.  Since  landing  at  Montauk  has  passed  blood  in 
movements.  Has  been  on  sick  report,  but  not  in  hospital  there.  This  was  the 
only  one  of  our  cases  that  was  to  have  been  sent  to  the  hospital  if  not  taken  to  Sag 
Harbor;  but  this  man,  with  dysentery,  had  been  treated  in  his  tent  on  the  ration 
of  the  well  man  from  the  time  of  landing  to  September  5. 

2.  Private  Dennis  Barry,  Company  A,  Eighth  Infantry:  Had  diarrhea  for  three 
days  on  Mobile  on  way  to  Montauk,  then  occasional  diarrhea;  taken  to  Sag  Harbor 
September  9  in  a  very  weak  condition.  For  the  two  weeks  previous  had  been  on 
sick  report,  during  which  time  he  was  "  very  weak  in  the  legs.''  September  6  he 
spit  up  a  little  blood;  September  9  vomited  a  little  blood.  The  temperature  the 
first  few  days  was  as  follows:  September  9,  p.  m.,  105°;  September  10,  a.  m.,  100.6°, 
p.  in.,  102.8°;  September  11,  a.  m.,  100.8°,  p.  m.,  97.5°;  September  12,  a.  m.,  97.2°, 
p.  m.,  96°;  September  13,  a.  m.,  96.8°, p.  m.,  98°.  Patient  had  very  weak  pulse  and 
was  evidently  much  prostrated;  cold  sweats  first  few  nights  and  several  times 
during  day.    Diet  at  Montauk,  the  ordinary  ration. 

3.  Corpl.  Charles  Sanboeuf,  Company  A,  Eighth  Infantry:  In  Cuba  had  chills 
and  fever  every  week  and  diarrhea.  At  Montauk,  chills,  fever,  and  diarrhea  at 
times;  pains  in  stomach;  appetite  poor  and  stomach  irritable.  Diet  at  Montauk, 
same  as  above.  Taken  to  Sag  Harbor  September  9.  On  September  10  had  three 
loose  movements;  September  11,  six  loose  movements;  September  12,  two  loose 
movements. 

4.  Private  Thomas  Gately,  Company  G,  Eighth  Infantry:  Came  from  camp  in 
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Georgia  to  Montauk.  Taken  sick  September  6  with  chills,  fever,  headache,  back- 
ache, diarrhea.  Diet  at  Montauk,  same  as  above.  Taken  to  Sag  Harbor  Septem- 
ber 9.  September  9,  p.  m.,  temperature  103.2°;  September  10,  3  a.m.,  104.2°,  8  a. 
m. ,  102.4°, p.  m.,  102°;  September  11, a.  m.,  102.8°,  p.  m.,  103.8°;  September  12,  a.  m., 
101.4°,  p.  m.,  102.8°;  September  13,  a.  m.,  101°,  p.  m.,  103°;  September  14,  a.  m.,  102°, 
p.  m.,  102.8°;  September  15, 101°.  Bowels  loose;  after  a  lew  days  became  delirious; 
two  or  three  days  before  delirium  cleared  up,  then  gradual  improvement. 

5.  Private  John  J.  Marshall,  Company  G,  Eighth  Infantry:  In  Cuba  had  chills, 
fever,  and  diarrhea.  These  continued  off  and  on  at  Montauk.  Bowels  would  be 
constipated  or  loose.  Diet  at  Montauk,  same  as  above.  Taken  to  Sag  Harbor 
September  9.  The  first  week  the  temperature  was  subnormal,  only  occasionally 
reaching  98°;  pulse  between  50  and  60;  considerable  pain  in  back;  very  much 
prostrated.  The  second  week  temperature  subnormal  except  a  few  days,  when 
there  was  fever;  pulse  50  to  60. 

In  giving  temperature  and  pulse  in  these  cases  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  conditions  were  about  the  same  for  a  number  of  days  previous.  On  Septem- 
ber 9  we  brought  up  fifteen  other  men,  with  symptoms  much  the  same.  The 
improvement  under  a  proper  diet  was  rapid. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  Dwight  Napier,  M.  D. 

475  Franklin  Avenue, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
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REPORTS  ON  HOSPITALS,  TRANSPORTS,  AND  MEDICAL  SUPPLIES,  SHOWING  HOW 
THE  HOSPITALS  WERE  ORGANIZED,  HOW  THE  TRANSPORTS  WERE  EMPLOYED, 
AND  WHY  THE  SURGEONS  HAD  SO  LITTLE  MATERIAL  TO  WORK  WITH. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  22, 1898. 
Major  Mills, 

Recorder  Commission  to  Investigate  the  War  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  connection  with  the  evidence  of  Major-General  Miles,  with  reference  to 
a  telegram  from  Major-General  Shafter,  dated  August  4,  relating  to  a  deficiency 
in  medical  supplies  in  General  Kent's  division,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this 
telegram  at  the  time  was  referred  to  me  and  that  I  immediately  addressed  a  letter 
to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  which  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  4,  1898. 
The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  reference,  of  a  telegram 
from  Major-General  Shafter  dated  August  4,  1898,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
this  letter.  If,  as  stated,  General  Kent's  division  has  not  had  a  particle  of  medi- 
cine for  eleven  days,  except  quinine,  epsom  salts,  and  castor  oil,  and  if  four  men 
in  the  Thirty- third  Michigan  died  in  the  past  week  for  lack  of  medicines,  I  respect- 
fully request  that  an  investigation  may  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  to  ascertain 
who  is  responsible  for  this  condition  of  things.  When  the  regular  troops  were 
ordered  into  the  field  commanding  officers  of  regiments  were  directed  to  take 
with  them  a  complete  field  outfit  and  medical  supplies  for  three  months.  I  inclose 
herewith  a  memorandum  showing  the  medical  supplies  which  have  been  sent  to 
the  Fifth  Army  Corps  at  Tampa  and  at  Santiago.  The  only  requisition  for 
medical  supplies  received  from  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  at  San- 
tiago is  one  dated  July  23,  1898,  by  cable,  as  follows: 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  %s,  1898. 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington: 
Wanted  urgently,  quinine  tablets,  1,000  bottles;  strychnine  tablets,  100  bottles;  calomel  and 
soda  tablets,  100  bottles;  calomel,  300  grammes;  nitric  acid  in  2-ounce  vials,  100;  test  tubes,  1,000; 
Fowler's  solution,  1,000. 

V.  Havard, 

Major,  Surgeon,  United  States  Army,  Acting  Chief  Surgeon. 
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The  supplies  asked  for  were  sent  by  the  Olivette,  in  addition  to  a  large  quantity 
of  medical  supplies  of  various  kinds  which  I  had  ordered  to  be  put  on  board  that 
ship  and  delivered  at  Santiago — see  memorandum  attached. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  recent  advices  indicate  that  a  majority  of  the  cases 
of  fever  now  occurring  among  the  troops  at  Santiago  are  malarial  in  character,  and 
that  there  has  been  an  ample  supply  of  quinine,  which  is  the  principal  remedy 
required  in  this  form  of  fever.  I  have  made  every  attempt  to  anticipate  the  wants 
of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  in  Cuba  without  waiting  for  requisitions;  but, 
as  we  have  had  no  communication  by  cable,  the  fault  does  not  rest  with  me  if, 
owing  to  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  chief  surgeon  with  General  Shafter's  army 
to  ask  for  necessary  supplies,  there  has  been  a  failure  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
the  sick. 

The  hospital  ship  Relief,  which  arrived  at  Siboney  July  8,  had  on  board  medi- 
cines for  20  regiments  for  six  months,  calculated  upon  the  basis  of  the  field  supply 
table,  and  large  supplies  in  addition  of  the  more  important  medicines,  hospital 
stores,  dressings,  etc.  If  these  supplies  were  inadequate  there  was  ample  time  to 
inform  me  of  the  fact  before  the  sailing  of  the  Olivette,  July  26. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received  from  Capt.  Edward  H.  Munson,  assist- 
ant surgeon,  United  States  Army,  which  fully  accounts  for  any  deficiency  of 
medical  supplies  at  Santiago. 

I  respectfully  request  that  Dr.  Wood,  surgeon,  First  Division,  be  called  upon  to 
state  the  names  of  the  four  men  of  the  Thirty- third  Michigan  who  are  said  to  have 
died  for  lack  of  medicines,  the  disease  from  which  they  died,  the  physicians  who 
treated  them,  and  the  medicines  lacking  which  would  have  saved  their  lives,  in 
order  that  a  complete  investigation  may  be  made  and  the  responsibility  fixed. 

If  this  statement  is  not  considered  a  satisfactory  reply  to  General  Shafter's  tele- 
gram, I  respectfully  request  a  court  of  inquiry  to  ascertain  whether  there  is  any 
culpability  on  my  part  or  that  of  the  officers  to  whom  my  orders  are  communi- 
cated. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


[Cablegram.] 

Santiago,  August  4,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  Washington: 

One  division  of  this  army,  General  Kent's,  has  not  had  a  particle  of  medicine 
for  eleven  days,  except  quinine,  epsom  salts,  and  castor  oil,  and  this  chronic  con- 
dition of  scarcity  of  medicines  has  been  a  constant  complaint.  Whoever  regulates 
the  supply  of  medicines  does  not  seem  to  understand  that  nearly  every  man  in  the 
army — 2,000— require  more  or  less  medicine  every  day.  Why  can  not  enough  be 
purchased  and  sent  here?  The  few  little  supplies  on  the  Olivette  are  being  counted, 
put  in  piles,  and  issued  to-day  to  the  various  division  surgeons,  and  no  one  gets 
anywhere  near  what  he  needs.  Dr.  Wood,  surgeon,  First  Division,  tells  me  that 
four  men  in  the  Thirty-third  Michigan  died  in  the  past  week  for  lack  of  medicines. 

Shafter,  Major- General, 

[First  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  8,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  W.  R.  Shafter,  commanding  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Santi- 
ago, Cuba,  for  remark. 
These  papers  to  be  returned. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Montauk  Point,  September  U,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  M.  W.  Wood,  chief  surgeon,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  with  request  that  he  indorse  on  this  paper  the  views  he  verbally  expressed  to  the  com- 
manding general  on  this  subject. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Shafter. 

E.  J.  McClernand, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[Third  indorsement.] 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk,  N.  Y.,  September  5,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant  general,  Fifth  Corps. 

It  is  true  that  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Division  had  not  for  eleven  days,  viz,  from  July 
34  to  August  4,  any  medicine  for  distribution  but  quinine,  epsom  salts,  and  castor  oil,  and  that 
this  condition  had  been  duly  reported,  verbally  and  in  writing,  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps, 
and  that  on  this  being  reported  to  Major-General  Shafter  he  ordered  an  emergency  purchase  in 
open  market,  which  was  made. 

It  is  also  true  that  I  repeated,  August  4,  to  Major-General  Shafter,  a  verbal  report  made  to 
me  by  the  surgeon  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  (Thirty-third  Michigan  was  not  in  First 
Division),  that  four  men  had  died  in  that  regiment  during  the  previous  week  for  lack  of  medicines. 

M.  W.  Wood, 
Major,  Surgeon,  United  States  Army,  Chief  Surgeon  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  26, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  inviting 
attention  to  the  previous  indorsement,  and  the  statement  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Pope,  chief  surgeon, 

United  States  Volunteers,  inclosed  herewith. 

Wm.  R.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  United  States  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  B.  Morton,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Tampa  Heights,  Fla.,  July  29,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  view  of  the  recent  charges  made  affecting  the  efficiency  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department  at  Santiago,  and  especially  with  reference  to  the  conditions 
prevailing  on  the  hospital  transports  sent  north  with  wounded,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  facts,  believing  that  my  position  as  adjutant  to  the  chief 
surgeon,  Fifth  Corps,  and  as  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  outfitting  of  the  hospital 
transports  Iroquois,  Cherokee,  and  Breakwater,  may  possibly  give  value  to  such 
report. 

Drugs,  medicines,  dressings,  instruments,  hospital  tentage,  and  supplies  were 
loaded  on  the  transports  at  Tampa  in  quantities  sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
Santiago  expedition.  These  supplies  were  divided  up  on  the  various  vessels,  each 
organization  having  its  own  equipment.  While  the  bulk  of  the  supplies  was 
with  the  organized  hospitals,  the  regimental  equipment  was  largely  in  excess  of 
its  needs  and  was  intended  to  be  called  in  to  supplement,  if  necessary,  the  equip- 
ment of  these  hospitals. 

The  landing  on  Cuban  soil  was  made  as  rapidly  as  possible,  each  organization 
accompanied  by  the  medical  attendance  assigned  to  it,  and  troops  were  pushed 
forward  with  no  other  equipment  and  supplies  than  could  be  carried  by  the  sol- 
dier. Having  no  means  of  transportation  for  even  their  field  chests,  the  regi- 
mental medical  officers  had  absolutely  no  resources  at  their  command  except  such 
as  were  provided  by  the  orderly  and  hospital-corps  couches  and  the  first-aid 
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packets  carried  by  the  soldiers.  Having  once  left  their  ships,  the  latter  were 
promptly  ordered  out  of  the  small  bays  at  Siboney  and  Daiquiri  to  permit  the 
unloading  of  other  ships.  These  partially  unloaded  ships,  in  obedience  to  their 
orders,  then  proceeded  to  sea  from  5  to  15  miles,  where  they  remained  hove  to 
indefinitely.  Such  orders  were  given  the  transports  carrying  the  reserve  and  the 
first  divisional  hospitals.  The  one  carrying  the  reserve  hospital,  in  obedience  to  its 
orders,  proceeded  to  join  the  naval  blockading  squadron  off  Morro  Castle,  where 
it  remained  five  days  and  nights,  the  other  transport  disappearing,  if  I  was  cor- 
rectly informed,  for  an  entire  week. 

During  this  time  the  fight  at  Guasima  had  occurred,  and  large  numbers  of  sick 
and  wounded  were  requiring  treatment.  In  the  meantime  a  report  of  the  condi- 
tions prevailing  on  shore  was  made  to  the  chief  surgeon,  who  promptly  laid  the 
case  before  the  commanding  general,  requesting  that  a  launch  be  placed  under 
the  control  of  the  Medical  Department  for  the  collection  of  medical  supplies  from 
the  various  transports.  It  was  also  requested  that  a  pack  train  be  organized,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  pack  mule  to  each  regiment  to  transport  supplies,  especially 
the  field  chests,  to  the  front  for  proper  distribution;  and  I  was  suggested  by  the 
chief  surgeon  as  available  for  the  performance  of  these  duties.  The  exigency  of 
the  situation  did  not  apparently  appeal  to  the  commanding  general,  and  for  two 
days  the  Medical  Department  was  unable  to  get  transportation  of  any  kind  to  the 
other  ships  or  to  the  shore,  although  there  were  a  large  number  of  naval  launches 
and  boats  employed  on  various  other  duties. 

On  the  third  day,  by  order  of  the  adjutant-general,  one  rowboat  was  turned 
over  to  the  Medical  Department  for  the  purposes  above  named,  and  at  the  same 
time  an  order  was  issued  for  land  transportation  to  carry  medical  supplies  to  the 
front  "  not  to  exceed  one  6-mule  team."  On  getting  into  this  boat  with  supplies 
from  the  headquarters  transport,  I  was  directed  by  sundry  staff  officers  to  take 
them  on  various  errands.  On  my  refusal  to  recognize  their  authority,  the  com- 
manding general,  who  had  appeared  on  the  scene,  personally  revoked  the  previous 
order  and  directed,  after  the  landing  of  the  supplies  already  in  the  boat,  that  it 
should  return  without  delay.  Presenting  the  order  for  land  transportation  to  the 
quartermaster  on  shore,  I  was  informed  that  only  pack  mules  had  as  yet  been 
landed,  that  neither  wagons  nor  harness  had  been  brought  ashore,  and,  finally, 
that  the  road  was  impassable  for  wagons. 

After  this  boat  had  been  taken  away,  the  chief  surgeon  was  without  any  means 
of  communication  with  the  medical  officers  on  shore  or  still  on  transports,  of 
finding  out  their  wants,  or  of  remedying  the  many  already  known  to  him.  This 
condition  of  things  remained  until  after  the  fight  at  Las  Guasimas,  at  which  time 
there  were  absolutely  no  dressings,  hospital  tentage,  or  supplies  of  any  kind  on 
shore  within  reach  of  the  surgeons  already  landed.  The  news  of  the  Guasima 
fight  being  reported  to  the  chief  surgeon,  he  was  finally  able  to  get  on  board  the 
Olivette,  and  send  her  to  Siboney,  where  she  received  the  wounded.  Within  the  fol- 
lowing day  or  so  the  transports  carrying  the  reserve  and  first  divisional  hospitals 
were  found  and  unloaded  of  their  hospital  contents,  the  latter  hospital  finally 
obtaining  limited  transportation  to  the  front. 

After  a  couple  of  days'  duty  on  board  the  Olivette,  I  was  directed  to  put  the 
Iroquois  in  condition  to  receive  patients,  and  to  take  the  full  capacity  of  the  ship 
on  board.  While  doing  this  1  was  able  to  set  ashore  considerable  hospital  tentage 
and  supplies  found  aboard  of  her,  and,  having  control  of  her  boats,  I  was  able  to 
visit  other  transports  in  the  harbor  and  land  medical  supplies  from  them.  While 
subsequently  outfitting  the  Cherokee  and  Breakwater,  this  work  was  continued  as 
well  as  opportunity  and  limited  facilities  permitted,  getting  supplies  from  per- 
haps a  third  of  the  transports  composing  the  fleet.  Outside  of  this,  it  is  believed 
that  no  other  regimental  medical  property  was  ever  unloaded  up  to  the  time  of 
my  departure  with  wounded  on  July  10. 
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Appealing  on  several  occasions  for  the  use  of  a  lighter  or  small  steamer  to  col- 
lect and  land  medical  supplies,  I  was  informed  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
that  they  could  render  no  assistance  in  that  way,  and  the  Medical  Department 
was  compelled  to  rely  entirely  upon  its  own  energies  and  improvise  its  own  trans- 
portation. I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  at  the  time  of  my  departure  large  quan- 
tities of  medical  supplies  urgently  needed  on  shore  still  remained  on  transports,  a 
number  of  which  were  under  orders  to  return  to  the  United  States.  Had  the 
Medical  Department  carried  along  double  the  amount  of  supplies,  it  is  difficult  to 
see  how.  with  the  totally  inadequate  land  and  water  transportation  provided  by 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  the  lamentable  conditions  on  shore  could  have 
been  in  anyway  improved. 

The  outfitting  of  transports  for  the  reception  of  sick  and  wounded  is  a  duty 
demanding  thought  and  experience,  and  should  never  be  intrusted  to  anyone 
except  a  regular  medical  officer.  It  includes  the  proper  policing  of  the  portions 
of  the  ship  to  be  used  by  the  wounded;  the  removal  of  bunks  and  partitions  to 
give  space  and  air;  the  utilization  of  the  ship's  blankets,  door  mats,  rugs,  and  car- 
pets to  render  the  bunks  more  comfortable;  the  securing  of  extra  supplies,  such 
as  canned  soups  and  fruits,  lime  juice  and  oatmeal;  the  establishment  of  a  mess 
and  laundry,  and  the  assignment  of  convalescents  to  specific  light  duties  which 
materially  relieve  the  overworked  hospital  corps.  Usually  it  is  necessary  to  over- 
come passive  resistance  and  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  crews,  and  a  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  captains  to  disregard  or  modify  orders.  In  several  instances  in 
my  own  experience  this  action  of  the  crew  amounted  almost  to  mutiny,  and  was 
only  to  be  dealt  with  by  threats,  a  show  of  force,  and,  in  one  instance,  by  the  use 
of  the  irons.  While  executive  officer  at  the  general  hospital,  Fort  Monroe,  I 
earned  officially  that  the  captain  of  the  steamship  Seneca  positively  refused  to 
obey  the  orders  emanating  from  your  office,  given  him  by  the  contract  surgeon 
in  charge,  to  proceed  to  New  York,  he  remaining  nearly  an  additional  day  at 
Hampton  Roads  with  sick  and  wounded,  and  asserting  that  he  would  obey  no 
orders  given  him  by  the  Medical  Department.  A  similar  experience  of  my  own 
at  Daiquiri,  which  had  to  be  settled  by  force,  emphasizes  the  fact  that  no  one 
should  be  placed  in  charge  of  such  a  ship  who  is  not  accustomed  to  command  men 
and  enforce  obedience. 

With  regard  to  the  Red  Cross  Society,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  lofty  purposes  of 
this  organization  were  on  the  Santiago  expedition  subverted  to  individual  interests. 
While  at  Tampa  the  Red  Cross  ship,  State  of  Texas,  was  formally  placed  under  the 
control  of  the  chief  surgeon,  Sixth  Corps,  by  Dr.  Egan,  the  representative  of  this 
society,  he  acting  under  telegraphic  instructions  to  that  effect.  Colonel  Pope 
accepted  this  offer  and  directed  that  the  State  of  Texas  accompany  the  expedition 
of  General  Shafter  to  its  destination.  Although  this  order  was  fully  understood 
by  Dr.  Egan,  the  State  of  Texas  did  not  accompany  the  expedition  nor  did  it 
arrive  at  Siboney  until  the  forces  had  been  landed,  a  battle  fought,  and  our  hos- 
pitals established  and  in  working  order.  The  first  offers  of  aid  made  by  this 
society  dealt  largely  in  generalities  and  manifested  reluctance  to  subordinate  the 
organization  to  the  Medical  Department.  Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  to 
the  individual  efforts  of  Dr.  Lesser  and  the  Red  Cross  nurses.  Their  work  was 
untiring  and  unselfish,  and  the  assistance  rendered  by  them  was  of  great  value. 

In  conclusion  it  is  desired  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  the  lamentable  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  army  before  Santiago  were  due,  first,  to  the  military  necessity 
which  threw  troops  on  shore  and  away  from  the  possibility  of  supply  without 
medicines,  instruments,  dressings,  or  hospital  stores  of  any  kind.  Second,  to  the 
lack  of  foresight  on  the  part  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  sending  out 
such  an  expedition  without  properly  anticipating  its  needs  as  regards  temporary 
wharfage,  lighters,  tugs,  and  dispatch  boats,  and  without  an  adequate  number  of 
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stevedores  to  handle  property.    The  quartermasters  personally  accompanying 
this  expedition  were  entirely  unable  to  properly  carry  out  the  severe  burdens 
imposed  on  them  in  spite  of  the  personal  energy  displayed  by  them  in  making  the 
most  of  the  limited  facilities  and  resources  at  their  command. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  L.  Munson, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Reserve  Ambulance  Corps. 


[Inclosure.] 

Montauk,  Long  Island,  September  5, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  Fifth  Army  Corps,  with 
the  remark  that  Assistant  Surgeon  Munson  describes  many  of  the  difficulties  met 
by  him  in  effecting  landing  of  medical  supplies,  but  he  shows  ignorance  of  many 
things,  and  his  statements  are  too  strong. 

The  instruments  and  surgical  dressings  with  the  expedition,  in  possession  of 
regimental  surgeons,  were  believed  by  the  chief  surgeon  to  be  ample  for  their 
needs.  Drugs  and  medicines  were  soon  exhausted  and  proved  to  be  insufficient 
up  to  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  Relief.  The  tentage  of  regimental  hospitals  had 
been  absorbed  by  division  hospitals,  and  most  of  what  there  was  was  ultimately 
taken  on  shore.  The  medical  supplies  brought  by  the  several  commands  from 
military  stations  were  practically  used  up  at  Tampa  before  embarkation.  Issues 
of  such  supplies  as  reached  us  from  New  York  and  were  purchased  in  Tampa  by 
direction  of  the  Surgeon-General,  were  made  as  received;  but  they  were  never 
equal  to  the  demands.  Two  hundred  packages,  received  after  breakage  of  the 
freight  blockade  on  June  5,  were  issued  as  rapidly  as  possible;  but  it  was  not 
complete  at  date  of  embarkation.  So  the  chief  surgeon,  on  the  night  of  June  8 
and  9,  took  from  the  storehouse  one-half  of  all  that  was  there  upon  the  Seguranga 
under  his  personal  charge,  hoping  that  it  would  last  until  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Relief,  or  some  other  boat. 

The  narrative  in  regard  to  the  difficulties  of  unloading  transports  and  their 
scattering  out  to  sea  is  correct,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  but  there  is  much 
in  the  narrative  that  I  can  not  recollect.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  commanding 
general  did  all  in  his  power  to  get  the  supplies  on  shore,  and  I  append  herewith 
an  account  of  each  day's  work  under  his  direction. 

[Memorandum.] 

On  the  22d  of  June  the  landing  took  place  at  Daiquiri,  the  naval  steam  launches 
and  boats  conveying  the  troops  to  the  shore.  On  the  23d  the  Navy  furnished  a 
few  launches  and  boats  to  convey  the  remaining  troops  on  shore  at  Siboney;  also 
a  part  of  the  rations  and  ammunition,  but  nearly  all  were  withdrawn  in  the  after- 
noon as  the  heavy  surf  and  wind  prevented  any  further  landing.  On  the  morning 
of  the  24th,  the  chief  surgeon  requested  of  the  commanding  general  that  a  steam 
launch  and  some  boats  be  asked  of  the  Navy  to  hunt  up  transports  and  get  off 
medical  supplies. 

As  it  was  apparently  impossible  to  get  a  steam  launch  at  that  hour,  the  use  of 
the  single  rowboat  from  the  headquarters  transport  was  authorized  and  sent  out 
with  such  supplies  and  chests  as  belonged  to  the  First  United  States  Infantry 
under  charge  of  a  medical  officer,  Captain  Munson,  assistant  surgeon.  Permis- 
sion to  continue  the  use  of  the  boat  was  then  withdrawn,  as  it  was  needed  for  other 
purposes.    By  this  time  a  strong  breeze  sprung  up  which  prevented  any  further 
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attempt  to  reach  the  scattered  transports  or  safely  to  board  them  or  remove  sup- 
plies with  rowboats. 

About  noon  of  the  24th  news  of  the  battle  at  Sevilla  having  been  received,  the 
chief  surgeon  and  his  executive  officers  were  directed  to  board  the  steamer  Oli- 
vette and  proceed  at  once  to  Siboney,  where  it  arrived  in  time  to  care  for  all  the 
wounded  that  could  be  brought  on  board  by  naval  boats  and  launches  that  night 
and  the  next  day.  On  the  26th  of  June  the  field  hospital  of  Kent's  division  was 
put  on  shore  from  the  transport  Santiago  with  most  of  its  tents  and  supplies. 

On  the  26th  the  transport  Saratoga  came  into  Siboney.  This  steamer  had  on 
board  the  field  hospital,  in  charge  of  Major  La  Garde,  surgeon.  After  much  dif- 
ficulty the  chief  surgeon  managed  to  board  her  and,  by  direction  of  the  com- 
manding general,  order  the  immediate  landing,  by  means  of  the  lighter  Laura,  of 
all  her  tentage,  cots,  and  medical  supplies.  This,  after  some  delay  on  account  of 
misunderstanding  of  orders,  was  accomplished. 

On  the  27th  of  June  the  commanding  general  directed  Dr.  Goodfellow  to  take 
the  steamer  Cumberland  and  proceed  to  Daiquiri  to  hunt  up  transports  and  take 
from  them  certain  quartermaster  employees,  and  at  the  same  time  to  remove  and 
land  all  medical  chests  and  supplies  found  on  board.  Thirteen  ships  were  visited. 
On  several  transports  the  chests  were  found  and  removed;  on  others  they  could 
not  be  found,  the  ship  officers  and  crew  claiming  to  know  nothing  of  their 
whereabouts. 

In  the  afternoon  the  work  was  stopped,  as  the  Cumberland  was  needed  elsewhere. 

On  the  same  day  at  Siboney,  by  direction  of  the  commanding  general,  the  chief 
surgeon  with  great  difficulty  managed  to  get  a  small  boat  to  board  the  steam  tug 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hearst,  of  the  New  York  Journal.  Finding  that  he  had  gone  to 
the  Olivette,  the  chief  surgeon  boarded  her  and  "begged  that  he  would  lend  his 
steam  launch  to  tow  boats  to  the  transports  for  the  purpose  of  unloading  medical 
chests  and  supplies.  He  kindly  promised  to  give  its  use,  but  the  launch  never 
appeared.  The  commanding  general  then  authorized  the  chief  surgeon  to  hire 
anything  that  he  could  find  and  use  it  to  run  down  transports  and  get  out  medical 
supplies.  The  only  tug  in  sight  was  a  newspaper  boat,  which  put  to  sea  before  it 
could  be  communicated  with.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  chief  surgeon,  by 
direction  of  the  commanding  .general,  succeeded  in  landing  all  of  his  reserve  drugs 
from  the  Seguranga  and  place  them  in  charge  of  Surg.  Ogden  Rafferty.  He 
also  directed  this  officer  to  act  as  medical  storekeeper  and  to  make  continued 
efforts  to  get  our  supplies  from  the  transports  as  they  were  unloaded.  What 
occurred  after  headquarters  left  for  the  front,  and  which  I  accompanied,  did  not 
come  under  my  personal  observation  or  that  of  the  general,  as  the  rush  of  the 
campaign  absorbed  all  of  his  attention. 

I  do  not  know  that  medicines  in  small  quantities  were  brought  from  Siboney  by 
returning  ambulances  and  distributed  by  Asst.  Surg.  J.  M.  Kennedy,  United 
States  Army,  to  chief  of  division.  But  they  seemed  never  to  be  enough  to  satisfy 
demands,  even  after  the  arrival  of  the  Relief,  which  was  reported  to  me  to  have 
1,700  tons  of  medical  supplies  on  board.  What  these  supplies  consisted  of  I  do 
not  know,  as  I  never  saw  a  packer's  list  or  invoice,  but  I  do  know  that  the  medi- 
cines and  hospital  delicacies,  which  were  sent  to  the  front  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
were  reported  to  me  by  Dr.  Kennedy  as  practically  exhausted  by  the  22d  of  July, 
the  stock  of  quinine  being  very  low.  Upon  this  Surgeon  Havard,  my  successor, 
telegraphed  for  additional  supplies.  After  this  date  my  narrative  does  not  go, 
as  I  was,  on  account  of  sickness,  relieved  from  duty  as  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps. 

B.  F.  Pope, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

June  30,  1898. 
The  Surgeon- General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  Chief  Surgeon,  Fifth  Corps.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  month  of  June, 
1898,  supplementary  to  personal  report  for  this  date: 

I  was  detained  on  duty  with  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  at  West  Tampa,  Fla.,  until 
about  noon  of  the  1st  instant  to  complete  the  papers  and  turning  over.  I  then 
applied  myself  to  the  task  of  organizing  and  equipping  at  Tampa  Heights  a  hos- 
pital for  the  division  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties,  some  of  which  proved 
insurmountable. 

The  staff  of  the  hospital  operating  from  the  substitution  of  Lieutenant  Godfrey 
for  Captain  Ten  Eyck  on  June  3  was  as  follows: 

Capt.  R.  W.  Johnson,  assistant  surgeon,  surgeon  in  charge;  First  Lieut.  Guy 
C.  M.  Godfrey,  assistant  surgeon,  commanding  First  Hospital  Corps  Com- 
pany, Fifth  Corps,  in  charge  of  ambulances,  acting  assistant  quartermaster,  and 
asistant  commissary  of  subsistence;  Dr.  H.  P.  Jones,  acting  assistant  surgeon; 
Dr.  F.  J.  Combs,  acting  assistant  surgeon;  Hospital  Steward  Michael  Denning  on 
special  duty  with  chief  surgeon;  Acting  Hospital  Steward  William  A.  McGuire, 
acting  first  sergeant  Hospital  Corps  Company  and  general  duty;  Private  R.  A. 
Wood,  orderly  to  chief  surgeon  and  general  duty;  Private  John  E.  Collins,  orderly 
to  Captain  Johnson  and  general  duty,  and  13  other  privates  of  Hospital  Corps. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  procure  every  article  of  proper  equipment  for  the  hos- 
pital, but  in  this  we  were  much  handicapped  by  the  exhaustion  of  supplies  by 
the  previous  equipment  of  the  two  hospitals  at  Tampa  Heights  and  Port  Tampa. 

All  articles  necessary  that  could  be  procured  were  procured,  including  ambu- 
lances and  tentage. 

When  we  received  orders  to  embark  on  the  7th,  we  were  ordered  to  leave  behind 
all  canvas  but  flies,  all  ambulances  and  mules,  and  all  horses  but  one  for  each 
officer.  We  went  aboard  the  steamship  Santiago  at  Port  Tampa  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  8th.  The  transport  lay  in  the  harbor  until  the  afternoon  of  the  13th, 
when  it  proceeded  38  miles  to  Egmont  Key.  We  passed  Key  West  after  midnight 
of  the  15th-16th,  and  arrived  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  20th.  On  the  steamship 
Santiago  were  headquarters  and  staff  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps;  headquarters 
and  staff  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps;  the  Ninth  Infantry,  one 
battalion  Tenth  Infantry,  and  the  First  Division  hospital  and  staff.  The  trip 
was  an  uneventful  one,  on  smooth  water,  and  but  few  were  seasick.  We  were 
moved  back  and  forth  in  front  of  Santiago,  and  on  the  25th  were  landed  in  the 
surf  in  small  boats  at  a  point  variously  called  Siboney,  Juraguasits,  or  Al  Tares. 
On  the  27th  we  moved  out  to  the  site  of  a  deserted  mansion,  with  absolutely  no 
transportation  but  the  private  horses  of  the  medical  officers.  The  Hospital  Corps 
detachment  had  become  augmented  to  37  privates.  These  carried  14  litters,  and 
on  them  500  extra  first-aid  packages,  1  field  operating  case,  2  pocket  cases,  the 
case  of  instruments  from  the  new  surgical  chest  No.  1,  cooking  utensils,  20  bottles 
of  chloroform,  2,000  of  ether,  and  assorted  dressings  for  about  200  wounded,  in 
addition  to  rations  and  the  bedding  rolls  and  3  hospital  tent  flies  for  wounded. 
On  arrival  at  this  camp  I  sent  4  men  and  2  horses  back  to  Siboney  for  more 
supplies. 

On  the  morning  of  the  28th  I  sent  20  men  and  4  horses  back  to  Siboney  for  more 
supplies,  and  in  the  afternoon  moved  with  wet  bedding  to  a  new.  wet  camp,  the 
only  available  site  for  a  field  hospital  toward  the  front.  The  moving  was  accom- 
plished by  making  two  trips,  just  before  nightfall.  On  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
having  reconnoitered  the  ground,  believing  an  engagement  imminent,  we  again 
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moved,  with  our  own  things  wetted,  to  a  new,  wet  camp,  the  present  site  of  the 
hospital,  then  in  advance  of  all  troops  except  outposts,  1,200  yards  in  rear  of  where 
many  of  the  casualties  occurred.  It  seemed  almost  an  ideal  camp,  except  for  the 
daily  rains  and  the  polluted  water  supply,  but  we  could  not  control  the  rains  and 
could  only  attempt  to  purify  the  water.  The  site  was  a  long  oblong,  separated  from 
the  main  highway  by  a  strip  of  heavy  timber  and  dense  underbrush  from  30  to  50 
feet  wide,  and  in  a  bend  in  the  creek  (dignified  by  the  name  of  Rio  San  Juan) .  On 
each  side  of  the  creek  were  large  trees  and  an  almost  impenetrable  thicket.  Thus 
with  easy  access  by  three  ways  cut  out  to  the  highway,  and  the  creek  (in  a  bed  oi 
rock  and  bowlders)  for  a  water  supply,  our  site  was  tolerably  well  protected  from 
small-arms  fire  by  the  trees  about  it.  The  site  was  within  rifle  range,  but  we 
escaped  attention.  For  water  supply  for  surgical  purposes  I  had  a  shallow  well 
dug  in  the  river  bed  as  far  as  practicable  from  the  flowing  water,  thus  securing  a 
filtration  through  several  feet  of  sand  of  the  water  which  had  been  polluted  by  the 
ablution,  laundry  work,  and  excreta  of  the  15,000  and  more  of  men  and  hundreds 
of  animals  encamped  on  the  stream  above  our  site.  This  was  boiled  from  twenty 
to  thirty  minutes,  and  then  filtered  through  a  Berkafeld  filter  and  kept  in  closed 
containers,  fairly  sterile. 

Of  the  performance  of  their  duties  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  hospital  little  need 
be  said.  Such  uncomplaining  performance  of  such  services  by  Northern  men  under 
the  blazing  tropical  sun,  such  genuine  devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  they  were 
engaged,  such  indefatigable  following  by  the  men  of  the  example  set  them  by  the 
officers  of  the  staff,  can  be  summed  up  by  but  a  single  word,  heroism.  When 
each  and  every  one  did  far  more  than  his  duty,  where  the  efficiency  of  each  was 
limited  only  by  the  utmost  straining  of  his  abilities,  no  particularization  can  be 
made  for  the  officers  more  than  to  say  that  each  proved  "the  right  man  in  the 
right  place, "  and  strove  with  unanimity  each  to  emulate  the  other.  Many  of  the 
men  seemed  to  develop  new  faculties  each  day.  Among  the  more  valuable  of  these 
were  Privates  R.  A.  Wood,  John  E.  Collins,  B.  F.  Mayer,  J.  F.  Fairman,  and 
Harry  C.  Spears,  all  of  whom  richly  deserve  special  commendation.  Hospital 
Steward  Denning,  the  only  steward  in  the  whole  First  Division,  was  invaluable. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  actual  organization  and  equipment  of  per- 
sonnel is  so  vastly  different  from  the  theoretical  paper  personnel  contemplated. 

It  is  also  deplorable  that  a  civilized  army  of  a  wealthy  nation  should  be  abso- 
lutely without  transportation  on  the  eve  of  what  may  prove  a  severe  engagement, 
and  I  repeat  that  no  transportation  of  any  kind,  save  the  single  horses  of  medical 
officers,  was  furnished  for  this  hospital  from  its  landing  until  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  hospital  on  the  site  on  the  29th  instant— the  third  day  out.  Supinely 
sitting  in  the  mud  awaiting  transportation  would  not  have  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  this,  which,  as  next  month's  report  will  show,  was  the  only  hospital  at 
the  front  for  the  reception  of  wounded. 

The  hearty  assistance  and  encouragement  of  Lieutenant- Colonel  Pope,  chief  sur- 
geon, was  a  considerable  stimulus  to  each  to  try  to  outdo  the  others. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  W.  Wood, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 
Chief  Surgeon  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 


Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

July  27,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Surgeon-General.    Contents  noted.     The  remark- 
able results  achieved  by  Major  Wood  in  caring  for  1,200  wounded  from  the  battle 
of  July  1-2  before  Santiago,  with  the  facilities  at  his  disposal,  will  appear  in  his 
next  report. 

B.  F.  Pope,  Chief  Surgeon. 
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Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  31,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  month  of  July,  1898, 
supplementary  to  personal  report  of  this  date: 

My  last  report  covered  the  establishment  of  the  division  hospital  as  near  the 
enemy  (1,200  yards)  as  it  could  be  prudently  located— in  front  of  all  our  troops  but 
outposts.  In  this  location  we  received  and  cared  for  the  wounded  from  the  entire 
army  who  needed  attention  beyond  the  first-aid  dressings  applied  on  the  line  and 
at  the  dressing  stations. 

Why  none  of  the  hospitals  of  the  other  three  divisions  put  in  an  appearance 
until  long  after  hostilities  had  ceased  I  have  not  learned,  but,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
up  to  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  Santiago  there  had  been  no  hospital  within  10 
miles  of  the  front  but  the  First  Division  hospital  and  its  offshoots.  While  actively 
engaged  in  collecting  materials  from  which  to  make  a  hospital,  at  Tampa,  after 
the  hospital  supplies  had  been  appropriated  and  divided  between  the  hospitals  of 
the  Second  Division  and  that  of  the  artillery  brigade,  I  was  met  with  this  state- 
ment: "  Your  hospital  will  very  probably  not  be  called  into  service  at  all,  and  not 
at  all  unless  there  are  more  to  be  cared  for  than  can  be  taken  by  the  Second  Divi- 
sion hospital  and  the  artillery  brigade  hospital. "  But  again, '  '•  the  stone  which  the 
builders  rejected  became  the  chief  stone  of  the  corner,"  and  when  wounded  men 
were  falling  by  hundreds  the  First  Division  hospital  was  the  only  one  at  hand  for 
their  reception.  Some  recognition  of  this  fact  should  be  made  to  the  gallant, 
brave,  indefatigable  men  through  whose  extraordinary  efforts  this  was  made  pos- 
sible. Other  men  were  gallant  and  brave,  and  others  were  faithful  and  devoted, 
but  no  more  arduous  duty  was  more  faithfully  and  devotedly  rendered  than  in 
this,  the  only  hospital  on  the  field,  and  no  men  deserved  more  save  for  gallantry 
in  action  than  the  little  band  to  whom  alone  is  due  the  fact  that  there  was  any 
hospital  at  all  on  the  field,  and  who  made  of  that  hospital  a  success.  Of  them  a 
single  officer  and  two  enlisted  men  have  better  positions  than  before;  Captain 
Johnson  was  made  major  of  volunteers  before,  and  not  on  account  of,  this  work, 
and  two  privates  were  made  acting  hospital  stewards  because  their  services  as  such 
were  imperatively  needed. 

From  the  dressing  stations  the  wounded  came  to  us.  The  few  walking  cases  not 
needing  redressing  who  were  able  and  desirous  to  walk  as  far  as  Siboney,  on  the 
way  homeward,  were  allowed  to  go  on,  and  as  rapidly  as  this  could  be  done  the 
sitting  cases  and  the  slighter  lying  cases  were  forwarded  in  army  wagons  and  in 
the  ambulances.  Many  of  the  more  seriously  wounded  were  retained  as  long  as 
practicable  until  the  yellow  fever  all  about  us  prompted  me  to  take  the  risk  of 
their  removal. 

The  accompanying  report  of  Major  Johnson  apologizes  for  the  want  of  record 
of  many  of  the  cases  and  meager  details  of  others,  which  could  not  well  have  been 
avoided  and  needs  no  further  explanation. 

Not  needed  at  the  front  because  of  the  presence  there  of  other  surgeons  who  had 
no  hospitals,  and  who  had  promised  to  attend  to  my  duties  there,  I  took  upon 
myself  the  entire  duties  of  the  hospital  outside  the  operating  tables— attended  to 
the  unloading  of  the  wounded  who  were  delivered  on  litters,  in  army  wagons,  or  in 
the  only  three  ambulances  there  were  with  the  army;  attended  to  the  orderly  recep- 
tion of  these  that  they  might  be  relieved  in  proper  sequence  when  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  depart  from  this;  to  the  assignments  of  patients  to  the  tables  when  special 
assignments  were  considered  necessary;  to  taking  the  records  of  the  first  150  cases 
in  such  manner  as  to  be  most  valuable  for  the  Record  and  Pension  Office— and 
until  it  became  so  dark  that  I  could  not  see  the  pencil  marks  which  I  had  made; 
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to  the  disposition  and  arrangement  of  the  wounded  after  they  left  the  tables;  and 
exercised  a  general  supervision.  When  the  record  taking  was  interrupted,  at 
about  7  p.  in.  on  the  1st,  there  were  probably  30  wounded  ahead  of  us,  and  not  until 
5  a.  m.  (2d)  did  we  catch  up  with  the  work— for  many  had  been  brought  in  in  the 
moonlight.  Then  some  of  us  snatched  three  hours  sleep,  until  wounded  began 
again  to  arrive  by  daylight.  From  that  time  we  worked  again  until  3.30  a.  m., 
until  we  had  again  caught  up. 

There  was  no  one  who  knew  how  to  do  the  work  who  could  be  spared  to  keep 
records,  and  we  could  only  hope  that  in  the  hospitals  which  never  joined  the  army, 
this  work  might  be  done.  As  soon  as  Major  Johnson  could  do  so,  he  recom- 
mended the  record  keeping,  and  was  able  to  get  some  data  in  regard  to  some  of 
the  number  who  passed  through  our  hands. 

The  poor  wounded  men  were  in  a  pitiable  condition.  Some,  absolutely  without 
clothing  save  the  dressings  on  their  severe  wounds,  had  little  but  the  wet  ground 
for  their  bed  and  the  sky  for  cover  throughout  that  first  terrible  night,  but  we 
did  the  best  we  could  in  utilizing  every  scrap  of  canvas  or  bedding,  and  before 
very  long  could  shelter,  bed,  and  cover  them.  They  were  hungry,  nearly  famished, 
and  with  parched  throats. 

What  we  could  have  done  to  relieve  this  but  for  the  providential  arrival  of  Miss 
Clara  Barton  and  her  little  band  of  six,  who  proved  ministering  angels,  I  am  glad 
never  to  know.  She  arrived  in  an  army  wagon,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  food 
in  preparation  and  was  distributing  clothing.  The  first  day  they  distributed  20 
gallons  of  gruel  and  10  gallons  of  malted  milk;  next  day,  10  gallons  of  gruel,  10 
gallons  of  malted  milk,  and  15  of  rice.  To  this  they  added  later  5  gallons  of  cocoa 
and  10  of  apple  sauce,  with  pineapples  (native),  stewed  and  raw.  During  the 
entire  period  until  her  departure  on  the  15th  she  continued  to  furnish  quantities 
of  supplies,  not  only  to  the  wounded,  but  to  the  sick  of  the  regiments  at  the  front 
and  to  the  offshoots  of  our  hospital,  and  left  a  quantity  to  be  subsequently  dis- 
tributed under  my  direction.  Later,  after  the  harbor  of  Santiago  was  opened,  she 
distributed  large  quantities  of  timely  supplies  for  our  numerous  sick. 

A  cask  of  captured  Spanish  wine,  k<  Vino  de  Navaroo,"  was  turned  over  to  me 
and  proved  of  much  service.  Coffee  was  prepared  in  large  quantities,  and  large 
quantities  of  a  sort  of  soup  were  prepared  from  the  canned  roast  beef,  canned 
corned  beef,  canned  beans,  canned  tomatoes,  beef  extract,  and  hard  bread,  which 
was  quite  palatable  and  eagerly  taken.  With  the  removal  of  the  last  of  the 
wounded  because  of  yellow  fever  their  history  with  us  was  closed.  Their  uncom- 
plaining acceptance  of  the  aid  which  we  were  able  to  offer  amid  such  surroundings 
was  remarkable. 

From  our  hospital  there  were  formed  as  offshoots  the  general  reception  hospital 
for  sick  and  the  yellow- fever  hospital  of  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  H.  P.  Jones,  both 
subsequently  removed. 

The  number  of  sick  increased  enormously  until,  on  the  28th,  it  reached  a  maxi- 
mum of  1,346,  or  29  per  cent,  of  the  total  present  in  the  division,  and  even  then  the 
Twenty-fourth  Infantry  with  its  large  sick  list  was  absent. 

On  the  16th  instant,  in  a  communication  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  division, 
I  raised  a  note  of  warning  against  the  alarmings,  particularly  against  yellow 
fever,  plainly  pointing  out  the  evil,  its  causes,  and  available  remedies,  which,  se 
far  as  I  know,  passed  unheeded,  and  on  the  21st,  in  a  communication  to  the  chief 
surgeon,  I  invited  attention  to  the  conditions  then  existing,  to  the  end  that  the 
great  responsibility  for  the  neglect  of  the  sick  continued  large  until  the  end  of 
the  month;  and  during  the  last  eight  days  of  this  time  there  were  no  medicines 
for  distribution  but  quinine,  castor  oil,  and  Epsom  salts.  Supplies  furnished  on 
an  ordinary  basis  will  not  suffice  when  30  per  cent  of  a  command  are  on  sick 
report  and  40  per  cent  more  are  unfit  for  duty.  While  I  can  not  believe  that  the 
Medical  Department  should  be  held  accountable  for  this  state  of  affairs,  only  most 
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careful  provision,  apparently  extravagant  advance  purchases,  prompt  transporta- 
tion and  delivery  could  have  prevented  it.  The  want  of  ambulances  even  to  the 
end  of  the  month  caused  much  unnecessary  suffering  and  some  mortality. 

The  dearth  of  medical  officers  in  the  division  has  been  a. crying  evil.  No  one 
man  can  properly  attend  250  sick  men  scattered  throughout  the  camp  of  a  regi- 
ment in  shelter  tents,  but  even  sick  medical  officers  were  compelled  to  attempt  this. 
Of  the  acting  assistant  surgeons  who  came  out  several  were  quite  unequipped,  and 
1  would  recommend  that  a  schedule  be  prepared  for  the  minimum  necessary  per- 
sonal equipment  of  a  medical  officer  in  the  field,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  be  furnished 
each  acting  assistant  surgeon  on  signing  his  contract  and  each  volunteer  medical 
officer  on  his  appointment. 

The  matter  of  badge  of  identification  suggested  by  Major  Johnson  (inclosure 
marked  B)  is  worthy  of  consideration.  Surely  some  comparatively  indestructible 
mark  of  this  kind  would  prevent  the  interment  as  "unknown"  of  the  body  of  a 
man  reported  as  "missing,"  as  undoubtedly  many  have  been  in  the  past. 

The  splint  material  mentioned  by  Major  Johnson  was  used  extensively  and  suc- 
cessfully by  us,  and  proved  to  be  excellent.  It  consists  of  the  previous  year's  leaf 
stem  of  the  royal  palm,  and  was  abundant  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hospital. 

Several  points  worthy  of  attention  may  be  found  in  the  interesting  report  of 
Lieut.  S.  C.  M.  Godfrey,  herewith  inclosed,  marked  C. 

The  first-aid  packets,  held  in  slight  estimation  by  many  of  the  men  before  the 
engagement,  are  now  by  them  deemed  invaluable.  After  I  had  issued  thousands 
of  them  an  officer  from  the  front  said  to  me,  "A  man  could  sell  1,000  of  those  things 
at  the  front  in  an  hour  at  75  cents  each." 

The  litters  supplied  leave  little  room  for  improvement  generally.  They  should 
not  work  too  stiffly,  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  rust,  and  the  movable  metal 
parts  should  receive  frequent  lubrication.  Their  average  life  is  not  long,  and  some 
measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent  their  use  as  cots.  This  was  a  difficult  prob- 
lem. When  my  men  arrived  in  a  wet  camp,  after  having  carried  these  litters 
loaded  with  medical  and  surgical  supplies,  for  which  wheel  transportation  should 
have  been  provided,  and  were  nearly  prostrated  by  their  labors  in  the  humid  heat, 
I  had  not  the  heart  to  forbid  their  sleeping  on  the  litters  they  had  carried. 

It  is  to  me  a  source  of  unmixed  pride  and  gratification  that  the  entire  personnel, 
so  far  as  I  know,  of  the  medical  department  of  the  division,  acquitted  themselves 
so  creditably.  Their  uncomplaining  endurance  of  privations  and  exposure  while 
their  abilities  were  taxed  to  the  utmost  limit,  and  the  large-heartedness  with  which 
they  cheerfully  toiled  on  through  sleepless  nights,  and  the  zeal  with  which  they 
passed  to  the  next  sufferer  not  only  entitle  them  to  a  star  position  in  the  annals  of 
the  Department  but  won  them  a  secure  place  in  the  hearts  of  their  combatant 
brethren  of  this  division,  which  did  the  hardest  fighting,  suffered  the  heaviest 
losses  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  was  "ever  ready."  The  revulsion  of  feeling 
toward  our  corps  and  department  thus  conquered  will  stand  our  corps  in  good 
stead  while  we  continue  to  maintain  our  efficiency. 

The  most  severe  comments  made  now  are,  I  believe,  in  regard  to  our  hospital 
system.  While  I  am  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  element  of  which  a  regimental 
hospital  is  ordinarily  composed  can  be  much  more  efficiently  used  aggregated  with 
others  outside  the  regiment,  it  seems  a  refinement  of  cruelty  to  take  away  the  reg- 
imental hospital  and  give  them  nothing  in  place  of  it,  and  yet  this  is  what  was 
done.  The  number  of  medical  officers  was  utterly  inadequate.  The  number  of 
noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps  was  even  more  so, 
and  the  absence  of  medical  supplies  was  cruel.  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  secure  an  equitable  distribution  of  emergency  medical  supplies 
where  these  are  known  to  be  insufficient  and  that  the  distribution  of  supplies  for 
daily  or  other  short  periods  should  be  made  rather  upon  the  basis  of  total  "sick" 
7833 10 
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than  upon  that  of  total  "present,"  and  that  there  should  be  no  haphazard  methods 
which  could  result  in  some  commands  being  entirely  without  medicines. 

While  heartily  approving  the  well-deserved  personal  commendations  in  the 
inclosed  reports,  I  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  commend  especially  to  the  attention 
of  the  Surgeon-General  the  following-named  officers: 

Maj.  W.  B.  Banister,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  has  performed  his  very 
arduous  duties  under  peculiarly  trying  circumstances  of  physical  debility  and  by 
the  intelligent  aid  rendered  the  chief  surgeon,  has  shown  his  fitness  for  the  posi- 
tion of  chief  surgeon  of  a  division.  Capt.  H.  C.  Fisher,  for  the  high  standard  of 
efficiency  he  has  maintained.  Though  he  has  remained  with  his  regiment,  his 
exceedingly  valuable  services  have  often  come  to  the  notice  of  the  chief  surgeon. 

Maj.  W.  D.  Bell,  surgeon,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  richly  merits  for 
himself  the  words  he  has  so  fitly  spoken  of  others  for  gallantry  and  also  for  his 
extreme  devotion  to  duty. 

Lieut.  T.  J.  Kirkpatrick,  who,  in  every  position  in  which  he  was  placed,  has  left 
the  impression  with  all  "  would  that  there  were  more  like  him."  Quietly,  mod- 
estly, and  gently  he  worked  on  the  wounded  with  amazing  rapidity  and  seemed 
not  to  know  fatigue. 

Lieut.  G.  C.  M.  Godfrey  has  richly  won  his  "spurs,"  which  I  hope  may  be  given 
him,  with  an  additional  volunteer  promotion.  A  high  compliment  was  paid  him 
for  his  work  under  fire  (see  Major  Bell's  report)  by  a  line  officer,  who  said:  "  He's 
a  darned  fool.    He  doesn't  seem  to  know  what  danger  is." 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  Hamilton  P.  Jones  would  prove  an  excellent  surgeon  of  vol- 
unteers and  is  thoroughly  fitted  and  trained  for  the  position,  which  he  merits. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  T.  R.  Marshall  has  shown  that  he  is  also  fitted  and  trained 
for  and  worthy  of  the  position  of  surgeon  of  volunteers. 

I  know  no  word  of  blame  or  censure  due  to  any  of  those  who  bore  with  us  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  W.  Wood, 

Major,  Chief  Surgeon,  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 


B. 

First  Division  Hospital  No.  1, 

Camp  near  Santiago,  Cuba, . 

To  Maj.  M.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  A., 

Surgeon,  First  Division  Hospital  No.  1,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  wounded  in  the  battles 
of  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  10th  of  the  present  month. 

I  am  well  aware  that  the  list  is  defective  and  does  not  include  the  names  of  a 
great  many  who  were  admitted  to  this  division  hospital  for  treatment,  but  this 
was  unavoidable,  owing  to  the  limited  number  of  medical  officers  on  duty,  whose 
services  were  in  constant  requisition  caring  for  the  wounded  for  three  days  and 
nights  immediately  following  the  battles. 

Accurate  information  of  the  names,  regiments,  and  locality  of  wounds  was 
obtained  from  the  time  the  first  patient  was  admitted,  July  1,  until  dark,  when, 
owing  to  the  large  number  of  wounded  coming  from  the  front  and  also  to  the  fact 
that  a  number  of  these  had  been  awaiting  attention  for  at  least  three  hours,  it  was 
decided  to  omit  the  histories,  so  none  were  accordingly  taken  for  the  remainder  of 
the  night.  It  was  supposed  that  ample  opportunity  would  be  afforded  the  fol- 
lowing day  to  enter  in  the  records  any  whose  names  had  been  omitted  owing  to 
lack  of  time  during  the  night,  but  the  morning  of  the  2d  found  us  with  wounded 
coming  in  by  the  score,  and  the  services  of  a  medical  officer  could  not  be  spared 
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for  that  purpose.  As  a  consequence  many  were  simply  dressed  and  forwarded  to 
Siboney,  with  no  record  of  their  names  or  wounds  having  been  obtained. 

A  number  of  severely  wounded  from  the  first  day's  battle  died  during  the  even- 
ing or  early  the  following  morning  after  their  admission,  with  absolutely  no 
means  of  identification.  It  is  with  sincere  regret  that  this  statement  must  be 
made,  but  the  other  badly  wounded  men,  lying  out  in  the  night  air  with  no 
shelter  of  any  kind,  were  entitled  to  some  consideration;  so  it  was  deemed  of  more 
importance  to  dress  their  injuries  and  make  them  as  comfortable  as  circumstances 
would  permit,  all  of  which  demanded  the  services  of  each  and  every  member  of 
the  staff,  including  Hospital  Steward  Denning,  Acting  Hospital  Steward  McGuire, 
and  all  other  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  who  did  good  and  efficient  work. 

This  matter  of  classification  could  have  been  properly  attended  to  had  there 
been  a  large  number  of  medical  officers  on  duty  with  the  hospital,  but  being  the 
only  hospital  in  the  field,  the  wounded  of  all  three  divisions  were  carried  to  us  for 
treatment  as  soon  as  transportation  facilities  were  available.  Human  endurance 
had  its  limit,  and  it  was  simply  impossible  to  give  to  these  matters  the  attention 
they  deserved,  although  the  staff  worked  nobly  and  uncomplainingly  for  nearly 
three  days  and  nights,  with  but  little  rest.  I  will  say  that  during  the  night  of 
July  1  Major  Bell,  surgeon  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers;  Acting 
Asst.  Surg.  Thomas  R.  Marshall,  and  First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Kirkpatrick,  United  States  Army;  and  on  the  2d  and  3d  Majors  Havard  and 
McCreery,  surgeons,  United  States  Army;  Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Stafford, 
Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  and  First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Gates,  of  the  Second  Massachusetts,  were  detached  from  their  commands  and 
reported  to  the  hospital  for  duty.    All  rendered  timely  and  efficient  service. 

The  fact  that  a  number  of  solders  died  unknown  through  no  fault  of  ours 
emphasizes  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  means  of  identification  in  men  who  are 
so  badly  wounded  as  to  be  unable  to  give  any  account  of  themselves.  The  diag- 
nosis tags  issued  by  the  Surgeon-General  were  not  used  to  any  great  extent,  as  a 
great  many  wounded  were  brought  in  without  them.  In  some  cases  the  writing 
was  obliterated  by  the  rain  or  so  indistinct  as  to  render  them  of  no  assistance  to 
us.  As  a  result  of  my  experience  in  this  matter,  I  strongly  urge  the  adoption  of  a 
metal  tag,  to  be  worn  around  the  neck,  giving  the  name,  rank,  and  regiment,  and 
such  other  information  as  would  be  valuable  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  soldier. 

There  were  only  a  few  operations  of  any  note,  the  most  important  being  three 
laparotomies  performed  in  apparently  hopeless  cases  for  perforating  gunshot 
wounds  of  the  abdomen,  but  all  proved  fatal.  In  this  connection  the  question  of 
the  advisability  of  such  major  operations  in  the  field  is  well  worth  careful  consid- 
eration. A  number  of  men  recovered  promptly  who  were  wounded  in  the  abdo- 
men by  bullets  which  could  not  in  their  course  possibly  have  escaped  perforating 
the  intestines.  If  to  the  natural  shock  attendant  upon  such  injuries  there  be  the 
additional  one  of  opening  the  abdominal  cavity,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the 
result  is  sure  to  be  unfavorable.  That  men  can,  under  certain  conditions,  recover 
after  the  receipt  of  an  abdominal  wound  in  which  the  intestines  are  unquestion- 
ably injured  is  well  known.  This  has  recently  been  well  exemplified.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  quoted  as  an  advocate  of  nonoperative  interference  in  such  cases,  as  I 
consider  it  a  most  necessary  procedure  when  all  the  surroundings  are  favorable; 
but  in  the  field,  with  our  limited  means  of  performing  aseptic  surgery,  our  inade- 
quate facilities  for  their  after  treatment,  and  the  enfeebled  and  often  infected 
condition  these  men  are  in  after  lying  possibly  some  hours  on  the  field  of  battle, 
and  then  removed  several  miles  to  the  hospital  over  rough  roads  in  army  wagons 
and  ambulances,  make  me  confess  to  a  liking  for  conservative  surgery,  which  in 
such  cases  amounts  to  practical  noninterference  so  far  as  operative  measures  are 
concerned,  as  affording  the  only  chance  for  the  ultimate  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Two  amputations  of  the  thigh  were  performed,  one  of  the  upper  third,  for  exten- 
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sive  crushing  injury,  with  great  loss  of  tissue,  and  the  other  in  the  lower  third,  for 
compound  fracture,  with  injury  to  the  main  arterial  supply.  The  former  case  was 
fatal  in  a  few  hours.  The  latter  was  performed  several  days  after  the  receipt  of 
the  wound,  on  account  of  gangrene  of  the  leg  and  foot. 

An  amputation  of  the  upper  third  of  the  leg,  for  a  compound  comminuted  frac- 
ture of  the  tibia,  with  extensive  loss  of  tissue,  due  to  the  explosion  of  a  shell,  was 
also  performed  successfully. 

Ligation  of  the  right  lingual  artery,  for  secondary  hemorrhage  following  gunshot 
injury,  resulted  fatally,  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  blood  lost  prior  to  the  opera- 
tion and  the  consequent  weakened  condition  of  the  patient. 

A  comparatively  large  number  of  compound  fractures  of  the  femur  were  sent  to 
the  hospital  among  the  first,  which  soon  exhausted  our  supply  of  splint  material; 
but  an  excellent  substitute  was  afforded  by  the  woody  part  of  the  old  growth  of 
leaf  of  the  palm  tree,  which  when  moistened  could  be  accurately  molded  to  the 
limb,  in  which  position  it  remained  after  drying. 

This  made  a  very  satisfactory  splint,  and  while  affording  suitable  strength  was 
very  light  and  caused  no  pain  or  other  inconvenience  to  the  patient. 

A  few  Hodgen  splints  were  extemporized,  but  were  discarded  for  those  previ- 
ously mentioned  when  the  patients  were  transferred  to  Siboney .  A  more  extensive 
experience  with  this  splint  will,  I  am  sure,  cause  its  adoption  in  many  cases  where 
neither  Hodgen 's  nor  Smith's  anterior  are  available,  and  I  accordingly  recommend 
that  a  suitable  supply  be  sent  to  the  States  for  trial,  as  I  believe  it  will  be  an  excel- 
lent substitute  for  the  heavy  and  cumbersome  plaster-of-paris  dressing  now  in  such 
universal  use. 

The  wounds  inflicted  upon  our  men  by  the  small-caliber  Mauser  bullet  were  much 
less  severe  than  I  had  expected  from  the  literature  read  on  the  subject.  I  certainly 
consider  it  a  humane  bullet  in  every  sense  of  the  term.  There  were  a  number 
of  gunshot  wounds  of  the  skull  where  the  bullet  simply  perforated  the  bones  with- 
out any  comminution  or  apparent  splintering.    In  the  case  of  Sergeant  C a 

bullet  entered  the  right  parietal  bone,  near  its  junction  with  the  frontal,  and 
emerged  at  the  posterior  border  of  that  bone,  lacerating  the  brain  substance.  The 
first  two  days  after  admission  to  this  hospital  he  was  partially  unconscious,  but  on 
the  third  day  became  rational  and  began  to  improve.  When  transferred  to  Siboney, 
a  few  days  later,  his  condition  was  better,  and  beyond  some  blunting  of  the  mental 
faculties,  with  peevishness  and  irritability  of  temper,  gave  fair  prospects  of  ulti- 
mate recovery. 

Private  B received  a  perforating  gunshot  wound  of  the  neck,  the  ball  enter- 
ing the  right  sterno-mastoid  muscle  at  its  middle,  passing  through  the  pharynx  in 
its  course,  and  emerging  at  the  anterior  border  of  the  left  sterno-mastoid  at  the 
same  level.  This  patient  was  scarcely  confined  to  bed,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
transfer  to  Siboney  experienced  very  little  difficulty  from  the  injury. 

Perforating  wounds  of  the  chest,  abdomen,  and  every  other  portion  of  the  body 
healed  kindly  by  first  intention  when  not  previously  infected. 

Occasionally  a  ball  seemed  to  pass  directly  through  a  bone  without  producing  a 
fracture,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases,  noticeably  of  the  femur,  a  solution  of  continu- 
ity resulted.  From  what  I  have  seen  of  the  in j  uries  inflicted  by  the  Krag- Jorgensen 
rifle  upon  Spanish  prisoners  falling  into  our  hands  after  the  receipt  of  wounds,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  much  more  effective  weapon  and  produces 
wounds  of  far  greater  gravity  than  the  Mauser. 

Boiled  and  filtered  water  only  was  used  in  every  case  for  cleansing  and  irriga- 
tion, and  care  taken  at  all  times  to  secure  as  complete  asepsis  as  possible. 

More  efficient  and  satisfactory  results,  with  much  greater  comfort  to  our  patients, 
would  have  been  secured  had  we  been  allowed  to  bring  with  us  from  Tampa  the 
hospital  equipment  we  had  collected  after  so  much  time  and  labor.  To  be  required 
to  leave  all  our  ambulances,  cots,  hospital  tents,  and  depend  on  flies  only  in  which 
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to  shelter  our  wounded  men  lying  on  the  wet  ground,  was  not  a  very  encouraging 
outlook,  but  we  determined  to  accomplish  all  we  could  under  the  circumstances.* 
Our  facilities  were  totally  inadequate  even  for  the  First  Division  hospital,  and 
owing  to  the  absence  from  the  field  of  the  Second  and  Third  Division  hospitals, 
which  necessitated  our  caring  for  their  wounded,  work  was  thrown  upon  our 
hands  for  which  we  were  entirely  unprepared  and  which  taxed  our  resources  to 
the  utmost. 

I  desire  to  make  especial  mention  of  the  strict  attention  to  duty  and  valuable 
service  rendered  by  the  members  of  the  hospital  staff:  Asst.  Surg.  G.  C.  M.  God- 
frey, United  States  Army;  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  H.  P.  Jones,  United  States  Army, 
and  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  F.  J.  Combe,  United  States  Army. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  my  appreciation  of  your  valuable  advice 

and  counsel,  freely  rendered  at  all  times,  which  were  of  great  assistance  to  me  in 

the  management  of  the  hospital  in  its  various  departments. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  W.  Johnson, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Lake  Mahopac,  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 

September  12,  1898. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

Sixth  Regiment,  United  States  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  response  to  your  telegram  of  September  9,  calling  for  a  report  on  the  hos- 
pital facilities  and  supplies  during  the  recent  campaign  in  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I 
have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows: 

That  I  left  Fort  Thomas  with  the  Sixth  Infantry  and  remained  with  the  regi- 
ment until  its  return  to  Camp  Wikoff.  During  the  stay  at  Tampa  the  health  of 
the  regiment  was  magnificent.  All  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  were  cared 
for  by  the  division  hospital  under  Major  Appell,  and  the  regiment  boarded  the  trans- 
port Miami  without  any  sick.  In  obedience  to  orders  all  hospital  property,  except 
the  medical  and  surgical  chests,  hospital  desk,  and  a  few  extra  stimulants  and 
medicines,  was  turned  over  to  the  division  hospital,  and  the  force  of  hospital  men 
was  reduced  by  transfer  to  Acting  Hospital  Steward  Lafayette  Joseph  and  one 
private  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  my  orderly.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Marshall 
reported  for  duty  two  days  before  we  sailed. 

During  the  voyage  there  was  little  sickness.  One  case  of  measles  was  landed 
at  Egmont  Key,  and  several  patients  transferred  to  the  hospital  ship  Olivette. 
The  landing  of  the  regiment  was  at  Daiquiri,  on  June  23.  I  had  the  chests  and 
desk  placed  ready  to  be  taken  ashore,  but  found  that  no  baggage  of  any  description, 
except  what  could  be  carried  on  the  person,  was  to  be  then  landed.  I  took  only 
the  emergency  case  and  some  medicines  and  all  available  first-aid  packets.  About 
nine-tenths  of  the  men  of  the  regiment  were  already  provided  with  these  packets. 
The  regimental  quartermaster  and  a  guard  of  men  were  left  with  the  property  on 
board,  and  early  the  next  moring  the  regiment  began  its  march  toward  Santiago. 
There  was  no  transportation  whatever,  the  private  horses  of  the  officers  had  not 
then  been  landed,  and  everyone  from  the  commanding  officer  down  was  carrying 
his  own  arms,  bedding,  and  rations.  Eight  company  litters  were  carried  by  the 
regimental  band.  The  first  march  was  very  fatiguing:  To  Siboney,  thence  2 
miles  to  the  front  and  return  to  Siboney,  where  we  camped  for  twenty- four  hours. 
Here,  and  at  our  subsequent  camps  while  advancing  toward  Santiago,  several 
cases  of  measles  and  malarial  fever  developed,  and  were  eent  to  the  hospital  which 
had  been  established  at  Siboney.  The  last  men  sent  in  on  July  1  had  to  walk 
back  a  distance  of  about  7  miles.  The  First  Division  hospital  was  established  near 
our  camp  on  June  29  and  30,  but  would  not  receive  medical  cases,  as  a  battle  was 
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expected  and  its  accommodations  were  very  limited.  Only  four  litters  now  remained 
with  the  regiment.  One  was  accidentally  broken,  and  several  taken  by  the  hos- 
pital at  Siboney,  the  bearers  returning  and  reporting  that  they  were  not  allowed 
to  bring  the  litters  back,  as  they  were  urgently  needed  there.  I  obtained  a  few 
more  dressings  and  supplies  from  the  First  Division  hospital. 

On  July  1  the  regiment  moved  to  the  front,  and  was  first  exposed  to  shell  fire 
while  passing  the  battery  at  El  Poso.  Further  up  the  road  the  regiment  laid  down 
to  let  some  cavalry  regiment  pass,  and  here  was  subjected  to  heavy  shell  and  rifle 
fire,  evidently  aimed  at  the  signal  balloon  which  had  been  lowered  a  short  distance 
from  the  road,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  band  was  here  wounded  by  my  side. 
We  advanced  to  the  San  Juan  River  and  the  engagement  became  general. 

I  stopped  at  the  main  ford  and  established  my  dressing  station  on  the  opposite 
bank,  which  was  partly  sheltered  by  a  low  bluff.  Captain  Newgarden,  Major 
Robinson,  and  Dr.  Menocal,  of  the  Medical  Department,  were  here,  and  a  constant 
stream  of  wounded  was  pouring  in,  representing  my  own  and  many  other  regi- 
ments. There  was  a  plenty  of  first-aid  packets  on  hand,  and  many  wounded  were 
here  dressed.  Others  already  dressed  were  inspected  and  sent  back,  alone  if  pos- 
sible, or  in  litters  carried  by  members  of  the  several  regimental  bands  or  comrades 
from  the  front.  Those  mortally  wounded  were  put  under  the  shelter  of  the  bank 
and  opiates,  etc.,  given.  No  wheel  transportation  was  available  until  the  after- 
noon, when  Lieutenant  Miley,  of  General  Shafter's  staff,  who  was  present  at  the 
ford,  ordered  some  returning  empty  ammunition  wagons  to  take  back  the  wounded. 
Some  ambulances  also  came  up  in  charge  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Godfrey.  The  suf- 
ferings of  the  wounded  men  must  have  been  great  in  the  jolting,  springless  wag- 
ons, but  as  the  station  had  little  shelter  and  was  constantly  under  fire,  we  had  to 
use  the  means  at  hand,  and  the  wounded  begged  to  be  sent  back.  Major  Robinson 
and  Captain  Newgarden  and  myself  remained  all  night  at  the  station  with  ten  or 
twelve  dangerously  wounded,  of  whom  five  died  during  the  night. 

The  next  day  the  firing  commenced  early  and  the  wounded  came  in,  but  not  in 
crowds  as  before,  and  the  station  was  cleared  several  times  during  the  day  by  using 
empty  wagons,  litter  transportation,  and  Lieutenant  Godfrey's  ambulances.  Act- 
ing Assistant  Surgeon  Danforth  was  here  shot  through  the  head  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, he  having  come  up  the  night  before.  Major  Robinson  returned  to  his  regiment 
and  I  went  to  the  front  and  visited  the  Sixth  Infantry.  It  was  then  intrenched 
and  was  not  suffering,  so  I  returned  to  the  station  on  the  river.  This  station  was 
abandoned  on  the  morning  of  July  4.  While  serving  there  we  had  all  the  neces- 
sary first-aid  packets  and  sufficient  morphine  and  ammonia,  but  no  alcoholic 
stimulants  or  food  particularly  adapted  for  the  wounded.  Coffee  was  kept  on 
hand,  and  all  possible  assistance  was  given  to  the  wounded  by  the  surgeons,  Hos- 
pital Corps  men  and  bandsmen,  all  of  whom  were  constantly  exposed  to  fire.  The 
lack  of  ambulances  and  sufficient  men  and  litters,  as  well  as  the  dangerous  and 
fatiguing  journeys  from  the  field  to  the  division  hospital,  caused  much  delay  and 
suffering. 

I  rejoined  the  regiment  on  July  4,  and  next  day  we  moved  to  the  left,  occupying 
the  trenches  between  the  Twenty-first  and  Sixteenth  regiments.  Here,  in  a  neigh- 
boring ravine,  Major  Robinson,  with  the  Tenth  Infantry,  Captain  Fisher,  with 
the  Twenty-first  Infantry,  and  myself  established  our  field  hospitals,  and  many 
men  began  to  drop  out  with  fever.  The  disease  was  all  malarial,  with  very  severe 
onset,  temperatures  from  104°  to  106°,  and  then  often  great  delirium.  There  was 
no  accommodation  for  them  except  their  shelter  tents  and  blankets  and  the  field 
ration,  but  quinine  was  plentiful,  and  of  the  other  medicines  needed  I  still  had  a 
supply  in  my  emergency  case.  We  knew  of  the  utterly  congested  state  of  the 
hospital  in  the  rear,  and  no  transportation  could  be  had,  so  we  did  our  best, 
and  the  vigorous  use  of  quinine  caused  even  the  worst  cases  to  improve.  While 
stationed  here  Private  Sims,  of  H  company,  dropped  dead  during  the  night 
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from  heart  failure.  He  had  not  been  sick,  and  I  know  nothing  of  his  previous  con- 
dition. 

We  broke  camp  here  July  8  and  moved  about  3  miles  to  the  right  of  the 
trenches,  where  our  brigade  was  temporarily  attached  to  the  Second  Division,  and 
the  regiment  occupied  trenches  between  the  Seventy-first  New  York  and  the  Six- 
teenth Infantry.  I  established  my  field  hospital  near  by  under  the  shelter  of  a 
hill.  Here  my  supply  of  medicines  grew  small  and  I  applied  to  Major  Kilbourne, 
division  surgeon,  who  gave  me  of  what  he  had— quinine,  cathartic  pills,  camphor, 
and  opium.  The  sickness  in  the  regiment  increased,  new  cases  took  the  place  of 
those  returning  to  duty,  and  relapses  occurred  among  the  latter.  There  was  an 
ambulance  station  about  a  mile  away  and  I  sent  a  few  of  the  worst  cases  there  for 
transportation  to  the  rear,  but  very  few  could  be  thus  disposed  of.  The  ambu- 
lances were  utterly  insufficient  in  number,  and  with  the  constantly  increasing  sick- 
ness in  all  the  regiments  several  days  would  sometimes  elapse  before  we  could 
send  a  patient  back.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Marshall  had  been  sent  back  to 
the  hospital  on  July  1,  where  he  remained  doing  magnificent  work,  and  I  had  only 
my  steward  and  orderly  to  assist  me.  The  men  struggled  hard  against  the  sick- 
ness, as  more  fighting  was  expected  from  day  to  day.  There  was  but  one  man 
wounded  during  the  bombardment  of  Santiago  on  July  9  and  10.  After  the  sur- 
render the  sickness  increased  still  more  and  the  camp  was  moved  to  clean  ground 
on  the  hilltop  and  the  police  and  sanitation  were  most  carefully  attended  to.  The 
men  were  kept  in  camp  and  not  allowed  to  wander  about  the  country  and  in  other 
camps  and  every  regimental  officer  took  the  utmost  pains  to  encourage  his  men  and 
to  require  as  little  exertion  as  possible  from  them .  The  men  themselves  were  patient 
and  helpful  to  each  other,  but  the  number  of  fever  cases  and  relapses  grew  larger 
from  day  to  day.  The  patients  had  to  lie  on  the  ground  under  their  shelter  tents, 
which  were  utterly  insufficient  to  protect  them  from  the  almost  daily  showers, 
with  no  change  of  clothing  and  with  food  at  which  their  stomachs  revolted.  They 
were  constantly  exposed  to  heat,  dew,  and  rain  and  their  condition  was  indeed 
miserable.  The  men  of  the  regiment  on  duty  were  but  little  better  than  the  sick. 
I  took  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  send  back  the  most  urgent  cases,  but 
could  not  often  get  ambulances,  nor  was  there  accommodations  at  the  rear.  Major 
Kilbourne,  and  afterwards  Major  Wood,  of  the  First  Division,  furnished  me  from 
time  to  time  with  my  share  of  what  medicines  were  on  hand  at  the  front.  At  no 
time  was  there  any  lack  of  quinine,  opium,  and  cathartics,  but  of  other  medi- 
cines, such  as  strychnia,  ipecac,  glycerin,  ammonia,  morphine,  salicylate  of  soda, 
calomel,  and  others,  there  was  none.  No  foods  suitable  for  invalids  could  be 
obtained  until  after  the  surrender  and  then  only  in  very  limited  quantities.  The 
first  suitable  food  for  my  sick  was  given  by  Miss  Clara  Barton  at  Santiago,  one  of 
the  officeers  volunteering  to  go  in  and  hire  a  Cuban  cart  to  bring  back  what  sup- 
plies he  could  get  for  the  regiment.  The  regimental  quartermaster  used  every 
effort  to  get  the  use  of  a  wagon  for  the  regiment,  but  it  was  not  to  be  had.  Major 
Wood  then  received  a  supply  of  canned  soups,  malted  milk,  etc.,  and  by  sending 
every  day  I  got  enough  to  feed  the  very  sick  patients.  There  was  also  some 
improvement  in  the  rations  for  the  command.  Fresh  beef  was  issued  and  some 
bread  was  obtained;  vegetables  were  issued  in  very  limited  quantities  and  very 
rarely.  Dysentery  appeared  among  the  soldiers  and  was  far  more  difficult  to 
treat  with  the  means  at  hand  than  the  severest  forms  of  malarial  fever.  Every 
officer  of  the  regiment  and  practically  every  enlisted  man  had  one  or  more  attacks 
of  the  fever.  I  sent  back  the  worst  cases,  preferably  the  dysentery  patients,  when- 
ever I  could  get  transportation. 

The  whole  command  became  so  anaemic  and  debilitated  that  the  least  exertion, 
such  as  going  for  water  or  wood,  or  short  exposure  to  the  sun  would  precipitate 
a  return  of  the  fever.  I  had  daily  from  40  to  78  men  on  sick  report,  the  latter 
being  the  maximum  number.    After  it  became  possible  to  get  proper  food  for  the 
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worst  cases  we  were  able  to  get  better  results,  but  the  lack  of  shelter  and  bedding 
and  the  absence  of  all  conveniences,  such  as  bedpans  and  urinals,  caused  great 
suffering.  The  quartermaster  used  every  exertion  to  get  our  tentage  and  extra 
clothing  from  the  Miami,  but  did  not  succeed  until  August  3,  when  we  were  at 
last  under  shelter.  We  had  then  two  hospital  tents  and  my  medical  chests;  the 
men  received  changes  of  clothing,  and  Major  Wood  furnished  me  with  five  cots. 
Some  small  degree  of  comfort  was  thus  obtained  for  the  very  sick  cases.  The 
quartermaster  and  the  guard  originally  left  with  the  property  on  board  the  Miami 
had  been  ordered  off  shortly  after  we  left  the  ship.  The  property,  remaining 
unguarded  since  the  1st  of  July,  had  evidently  been  tampered  with  and  much  was 
missing.  My  hospital  desk  and  the  extra  medicines  and  stimulants  were  not  on 
board,  and  no  trace  could  be  found  of  them. 

On  August  7  we  were  embarked  on  the  Vigilancia,  leaving  36  sick  men  behind, 
under  charge  of  Major  Davis,  surgeon  of  the  Seventh  Volunteer  Regiment.  All 
our  tentage,  the  extra  medicines,  and  food  for  the  sick  men  were  left.  These  men 
were  examined  by  a  board  consisting  of  Majors  Wood  and  Kilbourne  and  Dr. 
Gonzales,  a  yellow-fever  expert.  Most  of  them  showing  a  trace  of  albumen  in 
their  urine,  the  board  ordered  them  to  be  left  as  suspicious  cases.  The  Vigilancia 
was  a  comfortable  transport,  with  very  fair  hospital  accommodations  in  the  second 
cabin,  which  was  occupied  by  the  sick  of  the  Sixth  and  Thirteenth  regiments. 
Before  sailing  a  fair  supply  of  medicines  and  foods  was  obtained  at  Santiago,  and 
I  bought  some  more  beef  extract  and  condensed  milk  from  the  ship's  steward. 
Great  improvement  took  place  in  the  health  of  the  men  during  the  voyage  to 
Montauk,  N.  Y.,  and  few  new  cases  developed.  The  men  could  not,  however, 
eat  the  travel  rations,  owing  to  their  weak  state,  and  soup  was  furnished  once 
every  day  from  the  galleys  to  eke  out. 

On  arrival  at  Montauk  the  quarantine  inspectors  found  no  suspicious  cases  on 
board.  We  were  marched  to  detention  camp  and  held  four  days,  and  the  sick 
were  sent  to  the  general  hospital.  Owing  probably  to  the  change  of  air  and  the 
exertion  necessary  to  moving  into  camp,  many  cases  of  fever  now  developed, 
always  in  those  previously  affected.  While  in  detention  camp  I  was  compelled 
to  ask  leave  of  absence,  having  suffered  from  malaria  since  July  5,  and  I  left  camp 
on  August  19. 

To  conclude,  I  may  say  that  in  my  opinion  most  of  the  suffering  during  the 
campaign,  due  to  the  delay  in  moving  the  wounded,  lack  of  hospital  accommoda- 
tion, want  of  food  for  the  sick  and  medicines,  was  all  caused  by  absence  of  trans- 
portation. From  the  1st  of  July  I  remained  with  the  troops  on  the  battlefield 
and  at  the  trenches,  and  am  not  able  to  say  what  prevented  the  prompt  landing 
of  our  supplies,  or  why  each  regiment  was  not  supplied  with  wagons  and  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  ambulances  landed  to  carry  the  wounded  and  sick  to  the  rear. 
I  know  that  all  medical  officers  and  all  stewards  and  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps 
that  I  saw  were  working  faithfully  and  doing  all  in  their  power  for  their  sick  and 
wounded.  It  was  never  intended  that  men  seriously  sick  should  be  permanently 
treated  with  their  regiments  at  all.  The  regimental  hospital  was  not  supposed  to 
exist  except  as  a  mere  dispensary,  and  all  its  furniture,  etc.,  was  turned  over 
before  the  troops  left  Tampa,  and  only  the  medical  and  surgical  chests  left,  and 
even  these  could  not  be  carried  forward  with  the  troops.  Thus,  when  men  by 
the  score  were  going  on  the  sick  report  daily,  with  inadequate  hospital  facility 
and  almost  no  transportation,  suffering  was  inevitable. 

The  Sixth  Infantry  had  its  full  share  of  hardship  and  of  suffering  and  rather 
more  than  its  share  of  killed  and  wounded,  but  being  composed  of  trained  soldiers, 
with  but  few  recruits,  its  sick  rate  was  low  compared  with  other  regiments  in  our 
neighborhood.  The  care  taken  by  the  officers  and  the  excellent  conduct  of  the 
men  themselves  contributed  to  this.    Not  a  death  from  disease  occurred  in  camp, 
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except  the  one  case  already  mentioned  of  heart  failure  and  sudden  death  in  a  man 
not  previously  sick.  Among  those  sent  to  the  hospitals  and  left  behind  in  Cuba  I 
have  heard  so  far  of  four  deaths.  It  is  a  record  on  which,  all  things  considered, 
the  regiment  may  be  congratulated. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  D.  McCaw, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  13,  1898. 
The  President  of  the  Commissson  Investigating  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  In  relation  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  vessels  used  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  from  Santiago,  Cuba,  to  this 
country,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  attention  to  the  following  extract  from  a  report 
by  Lieut.  Col.  B.  F.  Pope,  United  States  Volunteers*  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps: 

Very  early  after  the  battle  at  Seville,  and  from  that  time  on,  the  use  of  transports  for  the 
accommodation  of  slight  cases  of  wounding  and  for  the  sick  and  convalescent  became  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  absence  of  regular  hospital  ships  and  the  congestion  of  the  hospitals  with 
numbers  of  patients  for  whom  necessary  shelter  could  not  be  provided  on  shore,  because  of  the 
lack  of  tents  and  the  lack  of  cots.  At  the  front  and  in  the  trenches  hundreds  of  men  were 
waiting  for  hospital  treatment,  which  could  not  be  given  them  until  room  was  made,  and  room 
could  only  be  made  by  shipping  north  those  able  to  travel.  For  this  reason  the  chief  surgeon 
recommended  the  use  of  transports,  and  they  were  used  with  evident  satisfaction  up  to  the 
Seneca  and  Concho  incidents,  when  there  seems  to  have  been  complaint  as  to  the  alleged  foul 
water  on  the  ships  and  the  lack  of  supplies  for  the  sick.  In  regard  to  the  first  condition,  these 
transports  were  wholly  under  control  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  all  matters  per- 
taining to  the  ship  itself,  and  foul-smelling  water  from  long  storage  was  a  condition  common  to 
nearly  all  of  them. 

About  the  20th  of  July,  Major  La  Garde,  in  charge  of  the  hospital  at  Siboney,  was  asked  by  the 
chief  surgeon  through  telephone  how  many  more  patients  he  could  accommodate.  He  replied 
that  his  hospital  was  full,  but  that  he  had  175  convalescents  who,  while  unable  to  be  returned  to 
duty,  were  able  to  travel.  In  order  to  make  room  for  many  grave  cases  of  sickness  reported  in 
camps,  I  requested  that  a  transport  be  designated  to  take  these  convalescents  to  the  States  and 
thus  vacate  beds  and  shelter  for  graver  cases.  The  commanding  general  authorized  the  trans- 
fer, and  the  chief  quartermaster  designated  the  vessels  named.  The  conditions  were  urgent, 
and  because  of  the  lack  of  tents  the  hospitals  could  not  be  enlarged,  so  as  many  convalescents 
as  possible  were  sent  North.  The  selection  of  those  to  go  and  the  provision  of  medical  stores 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  medical  administration  at  Siboney.  The  foulness 
of  the  ships  was  a  matter  to  be  remedied  by  the  captain  and  crew,  and  with  the  powerful  pumps 
on  hand  I  was  assured  no  difficulty  could  be  met  in  making  a  ship  clean  at  any  time  during  the 
voyage. 

The  lack  of  surgeons  and  nurses  on  these  vessels  was  probably  unavoidable,  the  lack  because 
of  sickness  and  other  causes  being  one  that  pertained  to  all  the  hospitals  of  the  corps  at  that 
time,  and  to  many  regimental  organizations  also.  Furthermore,  the  convalescents  were  sup- 
posed to  be  practically  well  men,  and  at  least  able  to  care  for  themselves,  except  during  such 
illness  as  might  break  out  during  the  voyage,  and  for  this  contingency  reasonable  provision  had 
been  made  by  the  presence  of  two  medical  officers  and  some  most  necessary  medical  stores.  If 
any  serious  cases  of  illness  or  wounds  were  sent  on  these  ships  it  was  without  direction  from 
the  chief  surgeon. 

In  this  connection  reference  may  be  made  to  the  document  submitted  in  my 
communication  of  October  8,  1898,  numbered  41303-L,  and  entitled: 

"41303-L.  Report  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  convened  at  Gov- 
ernors Island,  New  York,  to  determine  the  responsibility  for  alleged  deficiency  of 
medical  supplies,  medicines,  and  dressings  on  the  S.  S.  Seneca,  engaged  in  carry- 
ing sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  Santiago,  Cuba,  to  New  York." 

Also  to  documents  itemized  on  page  4  of  my  communication  of  October  3, 1898, 
as  follows: 

''41541-51.  Charles  S.  Hart,  Concord  Junction,  Mass.,  September  3.     Concern- 
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ing  the  treatment  of  sick  on  the  transports  Yale  and  Lampasas,  and  at  the  gen- 
eral hospital  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va." 

"41541-M.  General  Shafter,  Angust  3.  On  scarcity  of  medicines  at  Santiago, 
and  on  the  departure  of  the  Seneca,  Concho,  and  Yucatan  without  medical  attend- 
ance and  supplies." 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  Santiago,  July  17,  1898. 
Major  Wood, 

Chief  Surgeon,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  to  your  especial  attention  the  conduct  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers  and  men  during  the  battle  of  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  July.  While 
not  directly  under  my  control,  I  would  respectfully  call  to  your  attention  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Godfrey,  who  repeatedly  passed  to  the  front 
under  the  heaviest  fire,  dressing  and  attending  to  the  removal  of  the  wounded 
under  circumstances  that  called  for  the  greatest  display  of  nerve.  He  is,  in  my 
opinion,  deserving  of  especial  commendation  for  his  conduct. 

I  would  also  call  attention  to  the  prompt  and  intelligent  conduct  of  my  assist- 
ant, Capt.  H.  E.  Stafford,  who  went  under  fire  in  the  performance  of  his  duties 
with  a  coolness  and  indifference  to  danger  which  rendered  his  conduct  conspic- 
uous among  the  many  gallant  deeds  of  the  three  days'  fight. 

Assistant  Surgeon  McCaw  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Marshall,  of  the  Sixth 
United  States  Infantry,  are  especially  commended  for  their  gallant  and  merito- 
rious conduct  on  this  occasion.  They  performed  the  duties  of  their  profession 
under  heavy  fire  with  a  faithfulness  and  indifference  of  danger  which  entitle 
them  to  special  mention. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Stone,  of  the  Sixteenth  United  States  Infantry,  of  this  bri- 
gade, has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  intelligently  and  faithfully;  and  I 
would  especially  commend  him  to  your  notice. 

The  following  enlisted  men,  Sergeant  Busby,  hospital  steward,  Privates  Guellen, 
Lucas,  and  Levy,  who,  in  addition  to  a  faithful  performance  of  their  professional 
duties  on  the  field  of  battle,  displayed  the  'greatest  personal  courage  throughout 
the  entire  battle,  passing  along  the  line  of  fire  with  a  coolness  and  courage  which 
was  conspicuous  even  among  the  many  gallant  deeds  which  will  render  this  day 
memorable  in  history. 

The  other  members  of  the  hospital  corps  have  intelligently  and  faithfully  car- 
ried out  the  duties  of  their  corps,  and  are  deserving  of  commendation.  Many  of 
them  were  detailed  with  the  division  hospital,  but  I  repeatedly  noticed  them  on 
the  field  of  battle  and  in  the  road  where  the  fire  was  hottest,  faithfully  carrying 
out  the  duties  of  their  office. 

Corporal  Edwards,  of  Company  I,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  and  Pri- 
vate Gillespie,  of  Company  C,  are  specially  commended  for  their  good  work  on  the 
line  of  fire  in  connection  with  the  hospital  corps. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  some  notice  be  taken  of  the  officers  and  men 
mentioned  above,  as  their  conduct  was  such  as  to  challenge  the  admiration  of 
everyone. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  D.  Bell, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
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Proceedings  of  a  board  of  officers  convened  by  the  following  order: 

Special  Orders,  {  Headquarters  Department  or  the  East, 

No.  168.  '  Governors  Island,  New  York  City,  July  30, 1898. 

[Extract.] 

*  *  .         *  *  *  *  * 

3.  A  board  of  officers  to  consist  of  Col.  C.  C.  Byrne,  chief  surgeon,  and  Maj.  J.  P.  Story,  Seventh 
Artillery,  acting  inspector-general  of  the  Department,  will  meet  at  Governors  Island,  at  10  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  the  1st  proximo,  to  make  such  investigation  and  report  as  may  be  directed  by  the  depart- 
ment commander. 

******* 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gillespie. 

Geo.  Andrews, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Governors  Island,  New  York  City,  August  1, 1898— 1.30  p.  m. 
Dr.  John  R.  Hicks,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  appeared  before 
the  board  and  made  a  statement,  which  he  reduced  to  writing.  He  requested  per- 
mission to  copy  his  statement,  saying  the  ship  he  was  ordered  to  was  delaying  its 
sailing  waiting  for  him  to  return,  and  that  he  would  mail  his  letter  from  Fort 
Monroe,  Va.    This  permission  was  granted. 


August  6,  1898— 6.30  p.  m. 

The  statement  of  Dr.  H  icks  was  not  received  until  this  afternoon .  It  is  appended, 
and  marked  A. 

After  due  consideration  of  the  written  statement  of  Dr.  John  R.  Hicks,  acting 
assistant  surgeon  United  States  Army,  it  is  apparent  that  "the  responsibility  for 
the  alleged  deficiency  in  medical  supplies,  medicines,  and  dressings  "  upon  the 
steamship  Seneca  can  not  be  fixed  upon  any  one  individual  without  evidence  from 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  can  not  be  obtained  in  time  to  make  this  investigation  of 
any  value.    However,  the  admitted  facts  are: 

First.  That  the  Seneca  was  a  transport  ship  utilized  to  bring  sick  and  wounded 
from  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  New  York  City. 

Second.  The  two  medical  officers  of  the  ship  were  contract  surgeons  without 
military  experience. 

Third.  There  was  a  deficiency  in  certain  medical  supplies  and  surgical  appli- 
ances and  instruments;  also  ice. 

Fourth.  There  were  no  stewards,  nurses,  or  other  members  of  the  Hospital 
Corps. 

When  any  ship  is  used  to  transport  the  sick  and  wounded,  it  becomes  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  a  hospital  ship,  and  it  is  a  grave  error  in  administration  if 
such  ship  be  not  inspected  prior  to  sailing  by  an  experienced  army  surgeon,  to 
determine  whether  the  ship  be  in  fit  sanitary  condition,  and  whether  it  be  prop- 
erly equipped  with  medical  and  surgical  supplies  and  skilled  attendance.  This 
officer  should  have  authority  to  supply  all  deficiencies,  and  should  set  forth  in  a 
written  report  to  his  superior  the  condition  of  the  ship  at  her  departure.  If  an 
emergency  require  a  ship  to  sail  without  necessary  supplies  and  attendance,  such 
necessity  should  be  set  forth  in  writing  by  the  inspector  or  by  higher  authority. 

The  letter  of  the  health  officer  of  the  port  of  New  York  is  appended  and 
marked  B. 

C.  C.  Byrne, 
Colonel,  Assistant  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Chief  Surgeon,  Department  of  the  East. 
J.  P.  Story, 
Major,  Seventh  Artillery,  Acting  Inspector-General, 

Department  of  the  East. 
G.  S.  Gillespie. 
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A. 

On  Board  the  U.  S.  Transport  Manitoba, 

August  2,  1898. 
Colonel  Byrne, 

United  States  Army. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  investigation 
of  the  U.  S.  transport  Seneca: 

I  was  ordered,  verbally,  by  Major  La  Garde,  to  take  charge  of  the  U.  S.  transport 
Seneca,  in  the  capacity  of  junior  medical  officer,  and  sail  with  wounded  and  sick 
men  to  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.  This  order  was  received  two  or  three  days  prior  to 
sailing.  It  started  with  over  50  sick  and  wounded.  The  Seneca  is  not  a  hospital 
ship,  and  on  examination  I  found  no  medical  or  surgical  supplies  on  board,  so  I 
made  verbal  requisition  to  Major  La  Garde,  who  told  me  to  go  to  the  drug  depart- 
ment and  see  the  steward  in  charge,  and  he  would  furnish  me  with  the  necessary 
supplies,  both  surgical  and  medical.  I  found  he  could  not  furnish  me  with  any 
thermometers,  dressing  cases,  hyperdermic  cases,  and  morphine,  as  there  were 
none  to  be  had,  so  I  told  Major  La  Garde  about  it,  and  he  told  me  to  do  the  best  I 
could  under  the  circumstances,  as  all  these  things  had  been  sent  to  the  front.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  given  me: 

Bandages,  absorbant  cotton,  gauze  (sublimated,  simple),  plaster  (adhesive), 
borax  (powdered),  for  150  men. 

Medicines  (for  150  men):  Castor  oil,  epsom  salts,  quinine  sulph.,  acetanilide 
(tablets) ,  phenacetine  (tablets) ,  cough  mixture  (tablets) ,  compound  cathartic  pills, 
vesicating  fluid,  yellow  sulph.  of  hydrargyrum  tablets,  antiseptic  tablets,  chlor- 
ide of  lime  (q.  s. ) ,  whisky  (3  quarts) ,  camphor  and  opium  tablets  (q.  s. ) ,  extract  of 
beef  (q,  s.),  malted  milk  (q.  s.). 

There  were  sufficient  quantities  of  these  articles  for  all  purposes  except  the 
whisky,  which  lasted  until  we  got  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  I  got  plenty  more 
to  last  the  remainder  of  the  voyage. 

It  took  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  get  ice.  I  applied  to  the  S.  S.  State  of 
Texas  and  the  Relief  and  got  some  hundred  pounds,  which  was  all  I  could  get. 
The  ice  gave  out  in  the  latter  half  of  the  voyage.  As  to  the  water  on  board,  it 
was  potable,  but  there  was  debris  from  the  tanks  in  it,  which  gave  it  a  light  rust 
color,  but  otherwise  it  was  good.  However,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  complaint 
about  it.  I  did  not  consider  it  specially  unhealthy.  I  asked  for  a  thermometer 
(clinical),  a  dressing  case,  and  morphine, but  was  told  by  the  steward  of  the  drug 
store,  who  was  acting  for  Major  La  Garde,  there  were  none  to  be  supplied.  All 
were  very  anxious  to  get  the  men  away  from  the  hospitals,  as  every  minute  we 
expected  the  siege  of  Santiago  to  begin,  which  would  have  filled  our  hospitals  so 
quickly  with  wounded  men  we  wanted  to  make  a  place  for  them,  thus  necessita- 
ting our  hasty  movements  both  in  the  hospitals  and  on  the  Seneca.  There  was  no 
member  of  the  Hospital  Corps  on  the  ships,  as  the  authorities  thought  they  would 
want  them  more  than  we  would,  as  a  fight  was  expected  hourly.  However,  there 
was  a  volunteer  nurse  from  the  S.  S.  State  of  Texas,  who  did  very  good  work  and 
saved  me  many  steps,  especially  as  my  medical  confrere,  Dr.  Bird,  was  very  sea- 
sick and  could  not  perform  much  service.  Some  of  the  men,  when  they  came  on 
board,  were  without  proper  clothing.  They  told  me  their  clothes  were  on  the 
Relief,  so  I  sent  over  for  them  and  received  all  they  had,  but  they  were  insufficient. 
When  I  went  on  the  ship  I  did  not  think  the  sanitation  good.  I  ordered  the  ship 
to  be  washed  well  every  morning  and  chloride  of  lime  scattered  everywhere,  which 
order  was  carried  out  every  day.  The  boat  at  first  was  not  crowded,  but  later  the 
passengers  and  discharged  soldiers  were  taken  sick,  and  in  order  to  make  them 
comfortable  I  had  to  take  the  staterooms  and  passages  for  their  bunks.  However, 
after  we  got  in  working  order  they  were  fairly  comfortable.     The  foreign  officers, 
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of  which  there  were  a  number  on  board,  slept  on  cots  and  cushioned  benches  with 
the  exception  of  General  Euver,  of  the  Turkish  army,  who  slept  in  the  ladies' 
toilet  room.  The  following  officers  wrote  me  a  letter  of  commendation  and  gave 
it  to  me  before  I  got  off  the  ship:  Colonel  Van  Horn,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Egbert, 
Major  Corliss,  and  Captain  Dougherty. 
There  were  no  deaths  on  board,  and  none  since  they  were  taken  off,  so  I  am  told. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  R.  Hicks, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Santiago, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  August  2 '4,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  General:  It  is  expected  that  all  the  troops  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps 
will  be  embarked  to-morrow  or  the  day  after,  leaving  about  1,300  sick  behind. 
These  are  all  under  canvas,  mostly  on  cots  or  mattresses,  and  in  far  more  com- 
fortable circumstances  than  ever  were  troops  in  the  field  in  this  or  any  other 
country.  Of  these  1,300  sick,  nearly  400  are  going  to-morrow  on  the  Berkshire. 
Of  the  remaining  900,  nearly  half  can  travel  in  ordinary  transports,  and  many  of 
the  rest  on  hospital  ships.  As  the  necessary  ships  are  here  or  coming,  I  expect 
that  within  ten  days  or  two  weeks  all  the  sick  will  have  left  Cuba,  with  the 
exception  of  some  200  acute  and  yellow-fever  cases.  As  soon  as  the  military  hos- 
pital has  undergone  the  necessary  repairs,  our  sick  will  be  moved  into  it,  while 
the  yellow-fever  cases  will  remain  at  a  special  hospital  across  the  bay.  All  possi- 
ble care  has  been  exercised,  under  our  special  and  anomalous  circumstances,  to 
exclude  contagion  from  the  transports  and  to  furnish  the  troops  with  all  necessary 
attendance  and  supplies,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that  they  have  arrived  in  as  good  a 
condition  as  can  be  expected. 

Much  money  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase ,of  medicines,  stimulants,  stores, 
etc. ;  but  it  was  all  done  in  the  face  of  much  suffering,  when  exacting  demands 
came  from  all  sides,  and  economy  was  out  of  the  question.  It  may  be  enough  to 
state  that  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  of  the  troops  in  the  field  were  constantly 
on  sick  report  or  under  treatment. 

The  organization  of  the  Department  of  Santiago  is,  of  course,  far  from  com- 
plete. We  now  have  five  regiments  of  so-called  immunes,  and  one  regiment  of 
regulars  coming,  in  all  at  least  6,000  men.  One  or  two  regiments  will  be  in  the 
city,  while  the  others  are  to  be  distributed  to  various  posts— eight  to  twelve — more 
or  less  permanent.  It  seems,  therefore,  necessary  to  provide  for  the  usual  build- 
ings, furniture,  and  supplies  for  about  ten  posts,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  per- 
centage of  sick  to  be  provided  for  must  be  at  least  20  per  cent  of  the  command. 
It  is  notorious  that  the  great  majority  of  these  so-called  immunes  never  had  yel- 
low fever,  and  are  in  no  way  protected.  A  requisition  for  all  these  needs  is  now 
being  prepared.  A  large  amount  of  furniture  and  bedding  is  on  hand,  and  much 
of  it  will  be  available. 

It  seems  to  have  been  impossible  to  preserve  medical  blanks.  I  have  heard  of 
bags  of  them  coming  to  the  post-office,  but  they  have  mostly  been  thrown  away 
or  lost,  so  that  there  has  always  been  a  dearth  of  them.  Thus  four  bags  of  blank 
books  were  one  night  stolen  from  my  office  without  my  being  able  to  recover 
them. 

There  are  other  matters  1  wish  to  communicate,  and  they  will  form  the  subject 
of  another  letter  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  V.  Havard, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Surgeon. 
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Tampa,  Fla.,  September  9,  1898. 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  the  1st  to  the  20th  of  August  last 
I  was  on  duty  at  the  yellow-fever  hospital  near  Siboney,  and  that  on  August  21 1 
received  orders  from  Chief  Surg.  V.  Havard  to  proceed  on  board  the  transport 
Minnewaska  for  duty  where  ordered  by  the  commanding  officer,  having  been 
placed  in  charge  of  the  hospital  aboard  said  ship  until  the  29th,  when  1  landed  at 
Montauk  Point,  remaining  in  the  detention  camp  until  the  last  of  the  month,  on 
which  day  I  reported  to  you  by  writing,  according  to  orders. 

I  have  been  very  much  surprised  by  the  severe  criticism  raised  by  the  press 
against  the  sanitary  department  with  regard  to  its  services  during  the  Cuban 
campaign,  and  I  now  beg  to  be  allowed  to  give  you  some  information,  based  on 
my  experience,  which  will  tend  to  show  the  incorrectness  of  assuring  that  the 
sick  were  badly  treated  in  the  hospital  under  my  charge,  as  well  as  to  the  assur- 
ance I  have  that  all  were  well  cared  for  in  all  the  other  hospitals  in  Cuba. 

On  the  ?th  of  July  I  was  ordered  by  Maj.  B.  F.  Pope  to  transfer  myself  from 
Battery  F,  Second  Light  Artillery,  where  my  services  were  rendered,  to  Siboney, 
in  order  to  take  charge  of  the  first  yellow-fever  patients,  which  had  already 
made  its  appearance,  with  which  order  I  complied  immediately,  having  left  the 
same  day  with  five  patients  of  said  disease  and  pitching  our  camp  at  about  2 
miles  east  of  Siboney,  thus  avoiding  all  contact  with  the  rest  of  the  sick  and 
wounded.  Shortly  after,  in  fact,  since  next  day,  the  number  of  yellow-fever 
patients  began  to  increase,  and  consequently  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  was  also 
increased  to  such  an  extent  that  until  the  20th  of  August  552  patients  received 
medical  attention.     Of  this  number  46  died. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  that  the  major  part  of  these  patients  were  pro- 
nounced yellow  fever  by  Dr.  Guiteras  and  sent  by  him  to  the  hospital  while  at 
Siboney,  and  after  his  departure  by  Drs.  Parker  and  Lawrence.  This  hospital 
was  always  under  the  immediate  orders  of  Maj.  and  Surg.  L.  A.  La  Garde,  and  I 
can  assure  that  there  was  never  lack  of  doctors,  as  I  remained  at  the  hospital 
since  the  first  day  until  that  one  on  which  it  was  determined  to  close  it,  there  only 
remaining  two  patients  and  a  few  convalescents,  who  were  transferred  to  Siboney, 
and  besides  myself  other  doctors  rendered  their  services  there,  when  the  number 
of  sick  soldiers  increased.  We  had  always  medicines  and  appropriate  food,  and 
on  many  days,  as  soon  as  the  circumstances  permitted  it,  we  had  ice,  fresh  beef, 
carbonic  waters,  and  even  delicacies!  All  the  sick,  each  one,  had  his  bed  blankets, 
sheets,  and  the  greater  part  mosquito  bars,  and  we  never  heard  a  complaint  from 
any  of  the  patients  for  lack  of  the  necessary  care  and  attention  for  their  cure. 

I  beg  to  inclose  a  statement  of  some  of  the  parties  attended  to  at  this  hospital, 
among  which  you  will  find  reporters,  doctors,  and  officers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  I  appeal  to  their  testimony  to  state  in  regard  to  the  treatment  received 
while  at  the  hospital,  not  only  to  them,  but  to  all  other  yellow-fever  patients,  as 
some  of  them  remained  at  the  hospital  ever  since  it  was  founded. 

I  beg  hereby  to  make  known  that  this  hospital  was  located  at  about  2  miles  from 
the  general  hospital  of  Siboney,  one  completely  isolated  from  the  other,  and  as  I 
affirm  that  we  were  never  lacking  medicines  and  other  items  for  the  sick,  it  will  be 
easily  understood  that  the  other  hospital  had  to  be  identically  furnished,  being 
under  the  direct  management  of  Maj.  L.  A.  La  Garde. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment  given  to  the  sick  while  aboard  the  transports,  the 
undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  21st  of  August  past  he  was 
ordered  by  the  chief  surgeon,  Col.  V.  Havard,  to  proceed  on  board  the  Minnewaska 
for  duty  as  attending  surgeon,  and  on  which  was  in  charge  of  the  hospital  therein, 
consisting  of  82  sick,  out  of  which  1  died  while  at  sea  of  Bright's  disease.  During 
the  voyage  36  were  completely  cured,  and  the  remaining  45  were  delivered  to  the 
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general  hospital  at  Montauk  Point,  the  greater  part  of  them  very  much  relieved 
of  their  maladies.    While  at  sea  in  this  transport  there  was  no  lack  of  medicines 
and  food.    We  enjoyed  very  good  water,  had  plenty  of  ice,  and  all  that  could  be 
desired  for  the  best  treatment  of  the  patients. 
This  is  all  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you. 

Your  obedient  servant,  R.  Echeverria, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Names  of  parties  who  may  be  able  to  give  information  in  regard  to  the  treatment 
given  the  patients  at  the  yellow-fever  hospital  near  Siboney,  Cuba. 

B.  W.  Mcintosh,  Leslie's  Weekly;  correspondent  also  for  the  New  York  Journal. 
Thomas  Steep,  correspondent  Scripps  McRae. 

J.  O.  D.  Bennet,  correspondent  Chicago  Journal. 

Major  Romeyn,  retired. 

John  R.  Rathom,  correspondent  San  Francisco  Chronicle. 

J.  C.  C.  Patterson,  assistant  secretary  General  Ludlow,  602  Sixth  street  SW., 
Washington. 

A.  Monae  Lesser,  M.  D.,  surgeon  in  chief,  American  National  Red  Cross,  New 
York. 

Bettina  Hofker  Lesser,  sister  in  chief,  American  National  Red  Cross,  New  York. 

Miss  Isabelle  L.  Ohn,  sister  of  Red  Cross,  New  York. 

Miss  Minnie  Rogall,  sister  of  Red  Cross,  New  York. 

W.  P.  Lawrence,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army. 

Frank  Donaldson,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  Rough  Riders. 

Victor  C.  Vaughan,  major  and  surgeon,  Thirty-third  Michigan  Volunteers. 

OFFICERS   OF   THE  UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 

Henry  M.  Duffield,  brigadier-general,  United  States  Volunteers. 

C.  S.  Buynton,  colonel  Thirty-third  Michigan. 
M.  E.  Webb,  major,  Thirty- third  Michigan. 
W.  N.  Hughes,  captain,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 
G.  I.  Young,  captain,  Seventh  Infantry. 
Arthur  Hill,  captain,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

G.  N.  Stevens,  captain,  Signal  Corps. 

William  Paulding,  captain,  Tenth  Infantry. 

Cornells  De  Witt  Willcox,  captain  and  aid. 

R.  I.  Flemming,  first  lieutenant,  Tenth  Cavalry. 

S.  M.  Kochersperger,  second  lieutenant,  Second  Cavalry. 

A.  C.  Read,  second  lieutenant,  Thirteenth  Infantry. 

Leslie  R.  Graves,  chaplain,  United  States  Army. 

J.  D.  Leitch,  first  lieutenant,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry. 

R.  Echeverria, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  3, 1898— 12.05 p.  m. 
Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  ft; 

Referring  to  your  telegram,  as  to  the  Seneca  and  Concho  coming  away  without 

attendants  and  medicines  and  short  of  water,  the  Seneca  and  Concho  were  ordered 

to  stop  at  Siboney  and  report  to  Dr.  La  Garde  to  carry  convalescents  home.     The 

question  of  their  supply  of  water  was  one  to  be  attended  to  by  Colonel  Humphrey, 
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who  tells  me  to-day  that  the  captain  did  not  ask  for  water.  He  did  not  personally 
inspect  them.  Dr.  La  Garde  telegraphs  me  as  follows:  Acting  Assistant  Surgeons 
Hicks  and  Birds  accompanied  Seneca.  They  were  furnished  such  medicines  as 
could  be  spared.  There  were  convalescents  and  waiters  enough  to  look  after  the 
sick  on  a  short  voyage.  We  did  the  best  we  could  for  them  under  the  circum- 
stances. Concho  was  accompanied  by  Surgeon  Lesser,  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  four 
sister  nurses.  The  same  thing  with  regard  to  medicines  and  help  was  done  for 
them.  We  were  short  of  help  and  everything  pretty  much,  but  we  did  all  we 
could  for  them.  Surgeon  La  Garde  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  very  thorough 
and  careful  man,  and  has  been  working  under  the  most  disadvantageous  circum 
stances;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  did  the  very  best  he  could,  and,  in  this  con- 
nection, I  wish  to  say  now  that  from  the  day  this  expedition  left  Tampa  until 
to-day  there  has  never  been  sufficient  medical  attendants  or  medicines  for  the  daily 
wants  of  the  command,  and  three  times  within  that  time  the  command  had  been 
almost  totally  out  of  medicines.  I  say  this  on  the  word  of  the  medical  directors, 
who  have  in  each  instance  reported  the  fact  to  me,  the  last  time  yesterday,  when 
the  proposition  was  made  to  me  to  take  medicines  away  from  the  Spanish  hospital. 
I  understand  from  the  public  prints  that  the  Surgeon- General  states  that  if  men 
came  away  unsupplied,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  commanding  general.  Such  is  not 
the  case.  It  is  as  La  Garde  says— everything  possible  was  sent  with  them.  The 
matter  of  shortage  of  water  is  inexcusable.  The  chief  quartermaster  took  it  for 
granted,  however,  that  they  had  sufficient  water,  or  the  masters  would  have  called 
for  more.  Referring  to  the  convalescents  on  the  Yucatan  the  same  remarks 
apply  as  to  medicines  and  attendants.  There  is  no  excuse  for  lack  of  food  as  there 
has  at  all  times  been  plenty  of  that.  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  more  were  put 
on  the  ship  than  should  have  been,  owing  to  the  great  desire  to  get  home,  as  they 
had  the  fear  of  yellow  fever  and  were  almost  wholly  without  hospital  accommo- 
dation. The  sick  and  wounded  had  only  the  clothing  on  that  they  wore  into  bat- 
tle, and  of  course  that  was  ragged  and  worn  out  by  the  time  they  reached  home. 
There  was  none  to  issue  to  them  at  the  time  they  left  and  their  own  extra  clothing 
they  could  not  get  at.  There  has  never  been  a  case  of  suffering  here  that  could 
be  remedied  by  the  means  at  hand  that  was  not  attended  to.  The  surgeons  have 
worked  as  well  as  any  men  that  ever  lived  and  their  complaint  has  been  universal 
of  lack  of  means  and  facilities.  I  do  not  complain  of  this,  for  no  one  could  have 
foreseen  all  that  would  be  required;  but  I  will  not  quietly  submit  to  having  the 
onus  laid  on  me  for  the  lack  of  these  hospital  facilities.  Secretary's  letter  hands 
of  Major  Sniffin  given  me  to-day.    Will  reply  fully  to-morrow. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 


EIGHTH  ARMY  CORPS. 


ITS  MEDICAL  HISTORY  AT  CAMP  MERRITT,  PRESIDIO,  AND  ON  THE  WAY  TO  THE 
PHILIPPINES— OFFICIAL  REPORTS,  DOCUMENTS,  LETTERS,  ETC. 

Headquarters  Second  Regiment, 

Oregon  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Steamer  Australia,  May  31,  1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Second  Oregon  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  provisions  of  paragraph  1393,  Army  Regulations  1895, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  the  month  ending  May  81, 1898: 

Buildings  and  grounds.— The  troops  of  this  command  are  now,  and  have  been 
since  the  24th  instant,  quartered  on  the  steamer  Australia  en  route  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Manila,  the  vessel,  which  is  an  ordinary  passenger  steamer,  having  been 
fitted  up  as  a  troopship.  The  berths  were  originally  designed  to  be  built  five 
abreast  and  three  tiers  high,  but  this  was  deemed  insanitary  and  the  middle  row 
of  berths  was  removed  from  each  of  the  sections,  thus  leaving  not  to  exceed  two 
rows  of  berths  at  any  point,  with  an  aisle  or  walk  on  either  side.  While  the  quar- 
ters appear  to  be  very  contracted  and  crowded  1  consider  them  to  be  as  commodious 
and  comfortable  as  can  well  be  expected  on  a  troopship.  The  men  occupying 
those  parts  of  the  hull  which  are  most  crowded  and  least  desirable  are  accorded 
the  privilege  of  sleeping  on  the  main  and  hurricane  decks,  excepting  in  unfavor- 
able weather.  There  are  quartered  on  this  ship,  besides  General  Anderson  and 
his  staff,  739  men  and  38  officers  of  this  regiment,  the  remainder  of  the  regiment, 
consisting  of  233  men  and  12  officers,  sailing  on  the  steamer  City  of  Sydney  accom- 
panying this  expedition. 

Drainage,  sewerage,  and  waste. — The  disposal  of  all  sewerage  and  waste  by 
throwing  directly  into  the  sea  removes  every  cause  for  unsanitary  conditions  on 
this  account.  Latrines,  sufficiently  numerous  for  all  purposes,  are  situated  on  the 
main  deck  at  the  stern  of  the  vessel,  and  are  washed  by  a  constantly  running 
stream  of  water  directly  into  the  sea. 

Water  supply. — The  supply  of  fresh  water  has  been  sufficient  for  all  purposes, 
the  condenser  not  being  as  yet  required  to  supplement  the  supply  carried  on  ship. 
The  water  is  carried  in  large  iron  tanks  placed  on  deck,  and,  so  far  as  I  can  deter- 
mine from  its  physical  qualities,  is  of  good  quality  and  free  from  anything  of  a 
deleterious  nature. 

Clothing. — The  clothing  worn  by  the  men  is  entirely  too  warm  and  heavy  for 
health  and  comfort  in  a  tropical  climate  such  as  this,  but  this  will  be  entirely 
obviated  as  soon  as  the  canvas  uniforms  are  issued  to  the  men.  I  do  not  recom- 
mend their  issue  until  shortly  before  arrival  at  our  destination. 

The  habits  of  the  men  are  generally  good.  Bathing  is  required  at  least  twice  a 
week,  ample  facilities  having  been  provided  on  the  main  deck.  This  requirement 
is  strictly  complied  with.  For  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of  vermin  on 
the  persons  of  the  men  they  are  required  to  thoroughly  steam  their  underclothing 
at  least  once  a  week,  stated  times  for  this  purpose  being  set  for  each  company 
twice  each  week.  The  food  is  of  good  quality,  but  is  scarcely  sufficient  in  quan- 
tity, the  difficulty  being  to  secure  adequate  cooking  facilities  on  the  ship  for  such 
a  large  number  of  men.  The  absence  of  fruit  from  the  food  issued  to  the  men, 
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with  the  sedentary  habits  necessarily  imposed  on  them  by  confinement  on  board 
ship,  have  been  productive  of  very  generally  constipated  habits  among  the  troops. 
No  recommendations  are  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  H.  Ellis, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Second  Regiment  Oregon  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


MONTHLY  SANITARY  REPORT. 

First  Expedition  to  Philippine  Islands, 

Steamer  City  of  Sydney,  June  30,  1898. 
The  Adjutant. 

(Through  headquarters,  battalion,  Fourteenth  Infantry.) 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  paragraph  1393,  Army  Regulations, 
1895, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  the  month  ending  June  30, 
1898: 

The  ship  has  been  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition  throughout  the  month.  There 
has  been  no  overcrowding.  The  weather  has  not  been  rough  until  the  last  two 
days,  and  the  ventilation  has,  therefore,  been  quite  good.  The  berths  for  the  men 
were  not  properly  arranged  and  some  of  them  were  unfit  for  use,  but  fortunately 
there  were  bunks  enough  without  them.  Some  parts  of  the  berth  deck,  especially 
about  the  engines;  were  very  hot  and  uncomfortable,  and  should  not  have  been 
used  as  sleeping  quarters.  On  the  whole,  much  valuable  experience  has  been 
gained  in  the  quartering  of  men  upon  transports,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  be 
available  for  future  guidance. 

Pure  water  has  been  furnished  in  plenty.  The  scarcity  of  ice  for  drinking  water 
has  been  beneficial  rather  than  otherwise.  The  regulation  blouse  is  totally  unfit 
for  use  in  this  climate.  The  cap  can  not  be  used  at  all.  The  campaign  hat  is  too 
heavy.  The  overcoat  is  a  useless  incumbrance.  The  canvas  clothing  will  serve 
a  good  purpose,  but  is  still  too  heavy.  For  the  uniform  we  should  have  a  very 
light-weight  cotton  or  linen  goods  and  a  cork  or  pith  helmet  with  a  havelock,  very 
light  flannel  (part  wool  and  part  cotton)  for  underclothing,  flannel  bandages  for 
the  protection  of  the  abdomen,  light  woolen  socks,  and  ponchos  for  protection 
against  the  sudden  heavy  showers.  The  bacon  ration  is  almost  a  total  loss,  as  the 
men  do  not  need  it  and  will  not  eat  it.  It  is  thrown  away.  The  fresh-meat  ration 
is  larger  than  necessary.  None  of  the  former  article  should  be  issued  except  suffi- 
cient for  flavoring  beans,  etc.  Instead  of  it  and  instead  of  the  full  fresh-meat 
ration  should  be  issued  an  equivalent  of  rice,  tea,  oatmeal,  hominy,  prunes,  dried 
fruits,  or  canned  fruits  or  vegetables.  A  special  report  on  this  subject  will  follow 
later.  The  means  of  preparation  of  the  ration  on  this  voyage  have  been  inadequate. 
It  has  been  but  poorly  served,  owing  to  lack  of  space.  The  bread  has  been  poor  or, 
at  best,  indifferent. 

The  habits  of  the  men  under  the  changed  conditions  and  trying  circumstances 
have  been  admirable.  Bathing  facilities  have  been  poor  and  laundry  facilities 
almost  nil.  Nevertheless,  the  men  have  kept  reasonably  clean  personally.  Their 
clothing  can  not  be  commended.  The  health  of  the  command  has  been  very  good. 
Measles  have  been  prevalent  throughout  the  voyage,  but  no  serious  cases  have  so 
far  developed.  A  few  cases  of  simple  diarrhea  and  many  colds  and  sore  throats 
have  resulted  from  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  men.  One  death  occurred  from 
appendicitis,  for  which  operation  was  done. 

The  command  consists  of — 

Officers  and  men,  regulars 398 

Officers  and  men,  volunteers 343 

Officers  and  men,  marines 21 

Officers  and  men,  Spanish  prisoners 60 

Total 822 
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Arrived  at  Honolulu  June  1;  left  Honolulu  June  4;  arrived  Guam  Island, 
Ladrones,  June  20;  left  Guam  Island,  Ladrones,  June  22;  arrived  at  Cavite,  Philip- 
pines, June  30. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  E.  McVay, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Second  Regiment,  Oregon  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Steamer  Australia,  Manila  Harbor,  June  30,  1898. 
The  Adjutant,  Second  Regiment,  Oregon  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  provisions  of  paragraph  1393,  Army  Regulations,  1895, 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  for  the  month  ending  June  30, 1898: 

Buildings  and  grounds. — As  stated  at  time  of  previous  report,  dated  May  31, 1898, 
Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  G,  H,  K,  and  L,  of  this  regiment,  are  quartered  on  the 
steamer  Australia,  which  has  just  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Manila  this  (Thursday) 
afternoon,  June  30,  the  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  F,  I,  and  M,  accompanied 
by  Capt.  H.  W.  Cardwell,  assistant  surgeon,  being  on  the  steamer  City  of  Sydney 
with  this  expedition.  Throughout  the  month  the  prevailing  good  weather  has 
greatly  favored  the  efficient  policing  of  the  men's  quarters,  and,  in  consequence, 
good  sanitary  conditions  have  prevailed. 

Drainage,  sewerage,  and  waste. — All  refuse  material  is  thrown  directly  into  the 
sea.  The  latrines,  18  in  number,  are  located  at  the  stern  of  the  boat,  and  are 
washed  by  a  constantly  running  stream  of  water  directly  into  the  sea.  The  accom- 
modations in  this  respect  are  sufficiently  commodious  and  sanitary  conditions  are 
well  maintained. 

Water  supply.— After  leaving  Honolulu  the  water  supply  was  kept  under  a  very 
careful  surveillance  in  order  to  prevent  waste.  The  average  daily  consumption  of 
fresh  water  on  the  ship,  including  the  ship's  crew,  was  1.200  gallons,  of  which 
quantity  600  gallons  each  day  was  condensed  and  filtered  through  charcoal.  The 
water  supplied  throughout  the  trip  has  been  pure  and  free  from  organic  or  other 
impurities,  as  far  as  could  be  determined  from  its  gross  physical  qualities. 

Clothing. — The  issue  of  canvas  uniforms  to  the  troops  on  board  the  Australia  is 
now  complete.  The  uniforms  are  comparatively  light  and  appear  to  be  very  well 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  a  campaign  in  the  tropics.  Flannel  bandages  are 
being  issued  to  the  men  as  a  necessary  precaution  against  dysentery  and  other 
gastro-intestinal  derangements. 

Habits. — The  habits  of  the  men  are  good.  Bathing  has  been  regularly  kept  up, 
and  the  steaming  of  underclothes,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  vermin,  has  been  very 
thoroughly  carried  out:  so  that,  as  far  as  habits  of  personal  cleanliness  of  the  men 
are  concerned,  the  regiment  is  certainly  in  excellent  condition. 

Food.—  The  food  is  of  good  quality  and  sufficient  in  quantity,  but  there  should 
be  some  provision  made  for  adding  fruit  to  the  rations  as  a  partial  substitute  for 
so  large  a  meat  ration.  The  large  ration  of  meats  required  for  troops  in  the  north- 
ern and  temperate  zones  will  be  found  quite  unsuited  to  the  needs  of  men  in  the 
tropics. 

Recommendations.— I  recommend  that  the  ration  be  so  modified  as  to  include  a 
moderate  amount  of  fruit,  especially  of  the  kinds  to  which  the  men  are  accus- 
tomed. 

The  total  number  of  men  in  this  command  on  the  Australia  is  38  officers  and  739 
men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  H.  Ellis, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Second  Regiment,  Oregon  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Camp  Merritt,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  7,  1898. 
The  Chief  Surgeon.  Independent  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  made  an  inspection  of  Camp  Mer- 
ritt and  find  that  the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  health  of  the  men  in  this  camp 
is  not  what  it  should  be,  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  Regimental  commanders  are  too  lenient  and  careless  in  the  hours  given 
their  men  at  night,  many  returning  to  camp  late  at  night.  It  is  suggested  that 
at  10  o'clock  all  men  should  be  in  quarters  unless  given  passes  for  important 
reasons. 

Second.  Regimental  surgeons  are  not  requiring  company  cooks  to  exercise 
proper  care  of  kitchen  slops  and  garbage.  It  is  suggested  that  they  be  required  to 
burn  all  kitchen  garbage  possible  and  that  the  filth  and  garbage  collected  by  the 
morning  policing  parties  be  also  promptly  burned. 

Third.  The  barrels  at  the  mess  tents  are  not  kept  in  as  cleanly  a  condition  as 
should  be,  some  of  them  smelling  badly. 

Fourth.  The  number  of  sinks  is  not  sufficient,  several  of  the  commands  requir- 
ing at  least  two  more.  It  is  suggested  that  the  regimental  surgeons  be  required 
to  know  and  see  to  it  that  they  are  disinfected  each  day. 

Fifth.  The  general  health  of  the  command  is  not  good.  The  number  of  cases  of 
influenza,  bowel  and  stomach  troubles  is  too  large;  the  specific  causes  of  which 
I  am  unable  to  determine  at  this  time. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  S.  H.  Matthews, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Sanitary  Officer 

and  Inspector  Camp  Merritt,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

A  true  copy: 

J.   V.   D.   MlDDLETON, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Independent  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Ofpice, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  17, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general,  Department  of  California,  with  recommen 
dation  that  Camp  Merritt  be  moved  as  early  as  practicable  to  a  new  location.  The  present  site 
is  about  the  most  undesirable  locality  in  the  vicinity  of  San  Francisco.  It  is  not  only  subjected 
to  wind  and  fog,  but  the  sand,  which  is  probably  saturated  with  impurities  from  the  camp,  is 
constantly  being  blown  about,  getting  into  the  food  and  everything  else.  Much  sickness  has 
resulted  from  these  insanitary  surroundings,  and  there  are  at  present  180  cases  under  treat- 
ment in  the  division  hospital. 

J.  V.  D.  MlDDLETON, 

Deputy  Surg.  Gen.,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Chief  Surgeon,  Independent  Div.,  Eighth  Army  Corps. 

A  true  copy: 

J.  V.  D.  Midlleton, 

Deputy  Surgeon- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


[Extract  from  letter  from  this  office  to  the  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  dated  July  30, 1898.] 
******* 

The  cause  of  so  much  sickness  among  the  troops  of  the  expedition  has  been 
due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  situation  of  the  camp  (Camp  Merritt),  which  was 
located,  without  consultation  with  myself  or  any  other  medical  officer  as  to  sani- 
tary considerations,  on  the  site  of  the  Old  Bay  race  track  and  adjoining  property 
in  the  Richmond  district.  The  tents  were  pitched  on  a  succession  of  sand  dunes 
and  subjected  to  the  wind  and  fog  blowing  in  from  the  ocean— a  bleak  position, 
without  any  protection.     The  sinks  were  improperly  constructed  and  soon  became 
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foul.  The  company  kitchens  were  placed  on  a  line  with  the  sinks;  sand  saturated 
with  the  impurities  of  the  camp  was  blown  into  the  kitchens,  mess  tents,  and 
others,  and  the  whole  encampment  soon  became  very  insanitary.  Nearly  every 
regiment  arriving  in  this  city  brought  measles,  that  rapidly  spread,  and  those 
cases  were  from  necessity  treated  in  the  tent  field  hospital,  subjected  to  the 
cold  wind.  Many  cases  of  bronchitis  and  pneumonia  supervened,  and  these  were 
usually  sent  either  to  the  Marine  or  French  hospital  near  by.  I  have  repeatedly 
urged  the  removal  of  this  camp,  without  effect,  until  recently,  within  the  past 
week,  the  field  hospital  has  been  moved  to  one  of  the  double  barrack  buildings  at 
the  Presidio,  where  an  excellent  hospital  has  been  established,  and  the  remaining 
regiments  are  now  moving  to  the  Presidio  Reservation,  where  they  will  be 
encamped  on  the  plain  at  the  entrance  to  the  post,  at  the  terminus  of  the  cable 
road.  There  will  be  about  5,000  men  remaining  after  the  Scandia  and  Arizona 
sail  next  week. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak.,  July  30,  1898. 
Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  letter  from  Governor  Lee,  of  South 
Dakota,  and  to  request  that  you  give  the  subject-matter  the  necessary  attention. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

R.  F.  Pettigrew. 


Executive  Chamber, 
Pierre,  S.  Dak.,  July  13,  1898. 
Senator  R.  F.  Pettigrew, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Senator:  It  appears  that  a  new  method  is  about  to  be  adopted  in  the 
military  hospital  department.  General  orders  have  been  issued  at  Camp  Merritt, 
San  Francisco,  Cal6,  taking  all  but  one  surgeon  and  one  hospital  steward  from 
each  regiment  and  detailing  them  for  general  work  in  the  field  hospital.  The  sick 
are  supposed  to  be  taken  to  this  hospital  for  treatment. 

This  does  not  adequately  care  for  the  sick  of  each  regiment,  and  while  it  greatly 
relieves  the  regimental  surgeon  from  responsibility  the  boys  must  of  necessity 
suffer  more  or  less  from  neglect. 

1  understand  that  this  arrangement  meets  with  general  disapproval  among  the 
surgeons  of  the  various  regiments,  and  while  they  are  all  willing  to  assist  in  main- 
taining a  general  field  hospital,  they  all  feel  that  in  order  to  properly  care  for  the 
regimental  sick  at  least  2  surgeons,  3  hospital  stewards,  and  12  hospital-corps 
men  should  be  left  with  each  regiment. 

Please  bring  this  matter  before  the  proper  department  and  do  what  you  can  to 
have  it  corrected.  I  am  confident  that  the  surgeons  of  the  regiments  want  only 
what  is  best  for  their  men.  They  should  also  be  the  best  judges  of  the  best  method 
to  be  employed  to  get  the  very  best  results. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Andrew  E.  Lee. 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  9, 1898. 
Hon.  R.  F.  Pettigrew, 

United  States  Senator,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  of  July 
30,  inclosing  letter  of  Governor  Andrew  E.  Lee,  of  South  Dakota,  dated  July  13, 
criticising  adversely  the  establishment  of  division  hospitals  at  Camp  Merritt,  Cal. 

In  reply  I  desire  to  state  that  so  long  as  a  regiment  constitutes  a  separate  and 
independent  command  its  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeons  remain  with  it  as  its 
medical  department  to  care  for  its  sick  and  wounded;  but  when  a  regiment  for 
purposes  of  field  service  becomes  a  part  of  a  division  a  redistribution  of  the 
duties  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  regiments  constituting  the  divisions  is  needful 
to  suit  the  exigencies  of  war  service.  The  main  reliance  of  an  army  in  action  is 
not  on  its  regimental  medical  staff.  This  staff  is  physically  incompetent  to  deal 
with  the  large  number  of  men  that  may  be  wounded  in  the  regiment.  A  higher 
organization  is  needful;  such  an  organization  as  will  permit  the  whole  surgical 
strength  of  the  division  to  be  placed  where  it  will  be  most  efficient.  This  was 
proved  during  our  civil  war  and  was  illustrated  recently  at  Santiago,  Cuba.  One 
regiment  may  easily  have  many  more  wounded  than  it  is  possible  for  its  three 
medical  officers  to  treat,  and  in  the  division  hospital  they  receive  attention  and 
professional  care  from  the  best  surgeons  in  the  command.  Even  in  camp  the  sick 
men  of  a  division  can  be  better  cared  for  in  a  division  hospital  than  in  nine  sepa- 
rate regimental  institutions.  No  doubt  troops  situated  as  those  at  Camp  Merritt 
could  be  treated  in  a  satisfactory  manner  by  regimental  methods;  but  the  object 
of  having  the  men  in  such  a  camp  is  to  prepare  them  for  field  service,  and  the 
breaking  up  of  regimental  hospitals,  with  the  simultaneous  organization  of  divi- 
sion hospitals,  is  the  necessary  preparation  of  the  medical  department  of  the  con- 
stituent regiments  for  such  service. 

In  fact,  to  continue  regimental  medical  methods  after  troops  have  been  consol- 
idated with  divisions  for  active,  service  would  be  to  give  up  the  teachings  of 
modern  military  medical  experience  and  revert  to  the  confusion  and  suffering 
which  attended  our  battles  in  1861  and  1862,  up  to  the  time  of  Antietam,  when 
the  division-hospital  system  was  first  instituted. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
San  Francisco,  Cal. ,  August  2,  1898. 
Adjutant- General,  Department  of  California. 

Sir:  Learning  from  Surgeon  Matthews,  Fifty-first  Iowa  Volunteers,  that  the 
sick  list  in  his  regiment  has  diminished  one-half  since  moving  to  the  Presidio  Res- 
ervation, I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  other  regiments  be  moved  as  early 
as  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Division  Field  Hospital, 
Camp  Merriam,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August  4,  1898. 
The  Superintendent, 

French  Hospital,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Sir:  I  desire  to  express  to  you  the  sincere  feeling  of  gratitude  I  entertain- for 
you  and  the  hospital  under  your  direction  for  your  benevolence  in  receiving  our 
many  sick  when  we  were  located  at  Camp  Merritt.  The  wretched  climate,  com- 
bined with  the  fact  that  I  had  only  tents  to  shelter  my  men,  made  a  combination 
of  circumstances  which  called  for  that  aid  which  you  so  freely  gave  me  without 
charge  and  with  that  unfailing  courtesy  which  I  shall  never  cease  to  remember 
with  the  deepest  gratification.  I  am  not  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  the  class  of 
cases  sent  you  were  such  as  to  run  your  hospital  death  rate  far  beyond  its  normal 
average,  so  that  your  charity  not  only  involved  pecuniary  sacrifice,  but  also  one 
which  will  affect  the  percentage  of  recoveries  so  jealously  watched  by  all  hos- 
pitals. The  sincere  desire  to  save  life  in  this  emergency  is  the  patriotic  impulse 
which  alone  could  have  prompted  your  action.  I  scarcely  know  what  would  have 
been  done  had  you  not  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  your  disinfecting  plant  to 
enable  me  to  disinfect,  without  destruction,  the  clothing  of  our  infectious  cases 
when  returning  to  their  commands. 

Through  you  I  particularly  wish  to  extend  to  Dr.  Putnam  my  sincere  thanks  for 
his  many  kind  courtesies  to  me  and  those  with  me.  We  owe  him  and  Dr.  Menafee 
many  obligations  both  personal  and  otherwise  for  their  kindness  and  assistance. 
I  wish  also  to  mention  the  polite  attention  your  employees  always  cheerfully 
extended  to  us  during  our  many  visits  to  the  hospital. 

A  copy  of  this  letter  will  be  forwarded  with  my  monthly  report  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  to  the  Surgeon-General's  Office.  Again  expressing  my  sincere  gratifica- 
tion to  you, 

I  remain,  yours,  W.  O.  Owen, 

Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Hospital. 


Headquarters  Department  of  California,  Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. ,  August  £4,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  California. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  set  of  barracks  adjoining  and 
under  the  same  roof  with  a  portion  of  the  division  hospital  be  turned  over  for 
hospital  purposes.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  following  reasons:  The 
isolation  of  typhoid  cases,  of  which  there  is  a  large  number,  and  quarters  for  the 
female  nurses,  of  whom  25  or  30  will  be  employed.  The  rest  of  the  building  will 
be  available  for  other  necessary  purposes. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 

Deputy  Surgeon- General,  U.  S.  Army. 


SPECIAL  REPORT,  DIVISION  FIELD  HOSPITAL,  PRESIDIO,  CAL.,  FOR  AUGUST,  1898. 

During  the  month  of  August,  1898,  the  capacity  of  this  hospital  has  been 
increased  to  320  beds,  and  now  occupies  two  complete  sets  of  the  new  brick 
barracks. 

Eight  hospital  and  three  Sibley  wall  tents  are  in  use  for  hospital  purposes.  In 
these  tents  that  class  of  contagious  cases  which  can  not  be  properly  isolated  and 
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treated  in  the  barracks  are  cared  for.  Also  the  stronger  convalescents  who  are 
not  proper  subjects  for  either  furlough  or  discharge. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-seven  cases  of  measles  have  been  treated  during  the 
month,  a  considerable  reduction,  due  partly  to  the  more  or  less  successful  efforts 
of  prompt  isolation  and  thorough  disinfection  which  have  been  in  vogue  at  this 
hospital  since  its  organization,  and  partly  because  the  number  of  susceptible  indi- 
viduals are  about  exhausted. 

For  the  disinfection  of  the  clothing  a  formaldehyde  oven  is  used,  reported  bac- 
teriological investigation  having  demonstrated  its  efficiency. 

All  discharges,  including  feces,  urine,  sputa,  etc.,  are  at  once  disinfected  with 
disinfecting  solutions,  an  acid  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  being  generally 
relied  upon.  All  patients  are  subjected  to  antiseptic  baths  before  being  dis- 
charged from  infectious  wards. 

One-half  of  one  of  the  brick  buildings  is  set  apart  for  contagious  cases  and  used 
for  no  other  purpose,  the  arrangement  of  the  barracks  being  very  satisfactory  for 
this  purpose.    The  number  of  contagious  cases  is  gradually  diminishing. 

Sixty-four  cases  of  mumps  are  reported,  and  every  precaution  and  care  is  taken 
with  this  class  of  cases  the  same  as  has  been  reported  with  other  contagious 
diseases.  It  might  be  remarked  that  the  number  of  cases  complicated  by  orchitis 
is  unusually  large. 

Eight  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  were  treated  during  the  month,  with 
three  deaths.  One  case,  Private  Bert.  Hegner,  Company  F,  First  Colorado,  died 
at  8.30  p.  m.,  August  15,  1898,  ten  minutes  after  entering  hospital;  had  been  sick 
only  twenty-four  hours  (?)  before  entering  hospital.  On  request,  E.  R.  Morris, 
major  and  brigade  surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers,  made  an  autopsy  August 
16,  1898,  at  11  a.  m.,  and  found  the  following  conditions:  Rigor  mortis  well  estab- 
lished; membrana  pupillaris  normal;  teeth,  tongue,  and  lips  normal;  no  loss  of 
flesh:  all  contents  abdominal  and  thoracic  cavities  normal;  bladder  much  dis- 
tended with  urine.  Cranial  cavity:  Brain  normal;  meninges  intensely  congested; 
dura  normal;  pia  adherent  in  spots  to  cortex;  suli  sulci  contained  in  places  minute 
quantities  of  sero-purulent  fluid.  Culture  tubes  were  sent  to  the  local  board  of 
health  August  16,  4.30  p.  in.,  but  no  report  was  received. 

Six  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  admitted  during  the  month,  with  two  deaths 
from  complications.  The  cases  in  which  death  occurred  were  very  severe  and 
had  the  usual  kidney  and  throat  complications,  and  could  easily  be  classed,  and 
in  fact  were,  malignant  attacks. 

Most  vigorous  sanitary  precautions,  including  isolation  and  disinfection,  have 
been  observed.  All  clothing  used  with  these  cases  has  been  burned  in  preference 
to  trusting  to  either  disinfection  by  gases  or  antiseptic  solutions. 

Ninety-seven  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  been  treated  during  the  month,  with  6 
deaths,  and  83  are  still  under  treatment.  Those  cases  in  which  death  occurred 
hemorrhage  of  the  bowels  has  been  the  determining  cause.  A  good  many  of  the 
cases  have  been  mild  and  atypical,  presenting  no  unusual  symptoms.  One  of  the 
cases  in  which  death  occurred,  presenting  all  the  usual  symptoms  of  malarial 
fever  and  typhoid,  was  only  suspected  when  several  severe  hemorrhages  occurred. 
An  autopsy  revealed  ulceration  of  peyers  patches.  For  want  of  a  microscope  and 
apparatus  no  further  examination  was  made. 

Great  care  and  precaution  are  being  exercised  in  looking  after  the  discharges 
from  this  class  of  cases  to  see  that  they  are  properly  and  immediately  disinfected 
and  quickly  disposed  of.  The  origin  of  typhoid  fever  has  not  been  located,  and 
probably  will  not  be.  The  sanitary  conditions  are  such  at  this  camp  that  no  fear 
is  entertained  of  the  spreading  of  the  disease  or  the  appearance  of  an  epidemic. 

The  removal  of  the  troops  from  Camp  Merritt  to  the  Presidio  and  the  establish- 
ment of  this  hospital  will  undoubtedly  reduce  the  percentage  of  sickness  and 
mortality.    Practically  all  cases  of  sickness  are  now  being  treated  in  this  hospital, 
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and  the  various  city  hospitals  are  not  being  utilized.  The  addition  of  30  trained 
female  nurses  and  needed  additional  supplies  and  equipments  furnished  by  the 
chief  surgeon  makes  it  unnecessary  to  use  the  city  hospitals  at  this  time,  for  the 
reason  that  the  sick  can  be  well  cared  for  in  this  hospital. 

A  number  of  private  rooms,  formerly  used  for  noncommissioned  officers'  quarters 
and  storerooms,  are  now  being  utilized  for  the  bad  cases  and  special  nurses 
assigned  to  them.  The  addition  of  the  30  trained  female  nurses  has  added  mate- 
rially to  the  strength  of  the  working  force  of  the  hospital.  They  are  proving 
themselves  to  be  not  only  excellent  nurses,  but  hard,  faithful  workers,  taking  a 
great  interest  in  their  patients. 

Fifty-nine  cases  of  pneumonia  were  treated  during  the  month,  with  13  deaths, 
and  of  this  number  19  occurred  as  complications  following  measles.  The  bronche 
pneumonia  prevalent  in  this  locality  is  of  a  very  severe  type,  and  has  in  several 
instances  produced  death  in  forty-eight  hours  and  less. 

W.  S.  H.  Matthews, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Fifty-first  Iowa,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Hospital. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  CONVENED  AT  THE  PRE- 
SIDIO, SAN  FRANCISCO,  UNDER  PARAGRAPH  2,  SPECIAL  ORDERS,  No.  123,  HEAD- 
QUARTERS DEPARTMENT  OF  CALIFORNIA,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  AUGUST  30,  1898, 
AND  PARAGRAPH  5,  SPECIAL  ORDERS,  No.  123,  HEADQUARTERS  DEPARTMENT 
OF  CALIFORNIA,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  AUGUST  31,  1898. 

Special.  Orders,  j  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  122.  S  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August  SO,  1898. 

[Extract.] 
******* 

2.  A  board  of  medical  officers,  to  consist  of  Maj.  Edward  B.Moseley,  surgeon,  United  States 
Army;  Maj.  W.S.H.  Matthews,  surgeon  Fifty-first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  Capt.  R.  M.  Kirby 
Smith,  assistant  surgeon  First  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry,  is  hereby  appointed  to  convene 
at  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  on  Thursday,  the  1st  proximo,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  to  investigate  the  origin  and  spread  of  disease  at  Camp  Merritt,  this 
city,  and  Camp  Merriam,  Presidio  Reservation. 

The  proceedings  of  the  board  will  be  sent  direct  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  Department. 
******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merriam. 

Edward  Field, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Official: 

Edward  Field, 

Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  I  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  123.  »  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August  81, 1898. 

[Extract.] 
******* 

5.  Capt.  Thomas  U.  Raymond,  United  States  Army,  is  detailed  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
medical  officers  instituted  by  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders,  No.  122,  current  series,  from  these 
headquarters,  vice  Maj.  W.  S.  H.  Matthews,  surgeon  Fifty-first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  hereby 
relieved. 

Such  journeys  as  Captain  Raymond  may  be  required  to  make  under  this  order,  between  this 
city  and  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  are  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merriam. 

Edward  Field, 

_  ._  .  ,  Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Official: 

Edward  Field, 

Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  1, 1898. 

Board  met  at  10  a.  m.  in  pursuance  of  foregoing  order,  and  continued  its  session 
from  time  to  time  until  the  date  of  final  adjournment,  September  3, 1898,  12  m. 
All  of  the  members  were  present  at  each  session. 

The  board  then  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  prescribed. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  it  was  not  authorized  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers  or  to  administer  oaths,  it  was  concluded  that  the  investigation  was 
limited  to  the  personal  and  general  knowledge  of  the  members  of  the  board,  and 
that  the  diseases  mentioned  were  understood  to  be  epidemic  diseases:  Measles, 
pneumonia,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  typhoid  fever. 

So  far  as  known,  measles  was  introduced  into  Camp  Merritt  by  the  Second  Ore- 
gon Regiment,  and  showed  itself  in  a  few  days  after  the  camp  was  established. 
It  seems  unquestioned  that  the  disease  existed  in  some  of  the  towns  from  which 
companies  of  this  regiment  came.  Owing  to  the  close  proximity  of  the  regiments 
in  camp,  the  disease  spread  rapidly  from  man  to  man.  These  patients  were  mostly 
treated  in  tents,  though  some  were  taken  to  different  civil  hospitals  and  to  the 
United  States  Marine  Hospital.  By  tents  is  meant  the  division  field  hospital. 
The  second  center  for  the  spread  of  measles  existed  after  the  arrival  of  the  First 
Tennessee  Infantry,  which  regiment  arrived  with  about  eighteen  cases  under 
treatment.  It  is  not  known  whether  there  was  importation  of  measles  by  other 
regiments  or  not. 

The  disease  has  continued  up  to  the  present,  though  cases  are  becoming  compar- 
atively infrequent.  From  these  two  sources  the  disease  spread  rapidly  through 
the  entire  camp. 

Pneumonia  first  appeared  in  Camp  Merritt  in  isolated  places  as  a  result  of  some 
rain  occurring  rather  late  in  the  season  for  this  climate,  together  with  exposure 
to  cold  wind,  dampness,  and  fog.  The  cold  winds  were  very  prevalent,  and  were 
aided  in  their  deleterious  effects  by  the  susceptible  condition  of  the  men,  who 
were  unaccustomed  to  camp  life,  and  not  properly  protected  by  heavy  clothing  in 
many  cases.  These  causes  are  believed  to  have  been  aggravated,  in  many  cases, 
by  the  personal  imprudence  and  carelessness  of  the  men  themselves  in  not  put- 
ting on  heavy  clothing  when  they  had  it,  leaving  camp  at  night  and  returning 
under  the  influence  of  stimulants,  becoming  chilled  in  consequence,  and  in  many 
cases  sleeping  out  of  camp  at  night  unprotected. 

Camp  Merritt  being  located  on  a  particularly  sandy  soil,  which  is  very  damp  a 
few  inches  below  the  surface,  and  which  is  a  very  good  conductor  of  heat  and 
transmitter  of  dampness,  would  subject  men  sleeping  on  the  ground  with  a  mod- 
erate number  of  blankets,  and  to  a  general  extent  without  any  protective  mate- 
rial, such  as  board  floor,  or  straw,  to  a  sudden  and  rapid  fall  of  bodily  temperature 
after  falling  asleep;  and  it  is  thought  that  pneumonia  may  have  been  developed 
in  cases  where  the  individual  took  the  best  care  of  himself  that  he  could.  These 
latter  remarks  apply  particularly  to  recruits  of  nearly  all  organizations,  who 
would  be  brought  into  camp  in  large  numbers  entirely  without  blankets,  over- 
coats, or  warm  underclothing,  and  who  would  either  have  to  sleep  on  the  bare 
ground  without  protection  or  deprive  some  comrade  of  a  share  of  his  bedding, 
already  rather  insufficient,  until  such  time  as  a  sufficient  supply  of  blankets  could 
be  obtained  for  issue  to  such  men. 

The  greatest  number  of  fatalities  from  pneumonia  was  in  cases  where  the  disease 
arose  as  a  complication  of  measles.  These  cases  were  decidedly  numerous  and 
frequently  fatal  in  spite  of  treatment,  though  all  attention  was  given  to  them 
that  could  be  in  tents  through  and  around  which  steady,  violent  sea  winds  and 
soaking  fogs  were  continuous.  Chilling  of  the  patients  was  almost  impossible  to 
prevent,  and  the  usual  results  of  pleurisy  and  broncho-pneumonia  followed. 

Pneumonia  from  all  causes  still  persists  among  troops  recently  removed  from 
Camp  Merritt  to  the  Presidio. 
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Cerebrospinal  meningitis  has  existed  at  Camp  Merritt,  but  hardly  in  number 
sufficient  to  render  it  epidemic.  The  board  is  unable  to  locate  the  original  case, 
and  it  has  no  knowledge  showing  that  it  was  brought  from  without.  The  opinion 
is  that  this  disease  originated  from  general  causes— that  is,  exposure  to  cold, 
climate,  overcrowding,  and  general  depressing  influences.  This  disease  has  never 
existed  to  any  great  extent,  and  its  spread  is  not  anticipated,  although  a  few 
sporadic  cases  may  occur  from  time  to  time. 

Typhoid  fever  has  been  quite  prevalent  in  Camp  Merritt,  and  commenced  to 
show  itself  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  camp.  It  is  not  known  among 
what  troops  the  first  case  occurred,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  contagium  was 
introduced  from  various  sources  by  different  regiments.  The  mortality  from  this 
disease  is  not  believed  to  have  been  great  up  to  the  present  time,  although  quite 
a  number  of  the  cases  have  been  of  considerable  gravity.  Of  the  usual  recognized 
methods  of  the  spread  of  this  disease,  in  the  present  instance  it  is  not  believed 
that  the  water  supply  of  Camp  Merritt  can  be  held  responsible,  the  water  supply 
being  that  from  the  city  mains,  and  no  unusual  amount  of  typhoid  existing  in 
San  Francisco  at  this  time. 

It  is  known  that  great  neglect  existed  among  the  men  in  this  camp  as  regards 
the  use  of  company  sinks.  It  frequently  occurred  that  men  taken  with  diarrhea 
during  the  night  would  defecate  in  the  company  streets  near  to  and  among  the 
tents,  covering  up  the  deposit  with  a  thin  layer  of  sand.  Walking  cases  of 
typhoid,  with  the  diarrhea  usual  in  the  disease,  would  defecate  at  night  in  this 
way;  the  feces,  thoroughly  infected  with  the  germs  of  typhoid  and  lying  close 
to  the  surface  in  the  dry  layer  of  sand,  would  soon  become  desiccated,  broken 
into  small  fragments,  and  blown  by  furious  winds  prevailing  onto  the  bread,  fresh 
fruit,  open  water  buckets,  and  general  food  supply  of  the  companies,  be  swal- 
lowed uncooked,  and  necessarily  start  the  disease  in  susceptible  individuals. 
The  longer  this  camp  was  maintained  in  one  place  the  greater  would  be  the 
amount  and  area  of  contaminated  soil,  and  in  consequence  the  probability  that 
the  regiments  longest  on  the  ground  would  show  the  greatest  amount  of  the 
disease.  Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  establish  the  amount  of  typhoid  fever 
which  would  ordinarily  exist  among  thousands  of  young  men  within  the  suscep- 
tible age  for  this  disease,  but  it  is  known  that  it  would  be  considerable  under  any 
circumstances.  It  is  possible  that  the  company  sinks,  being  thoroughly  contami- 
nated by  the  typhoid  poison,  were  themselves  a  source  of  the  disease  through  the 
medium  of  flies,  which  swarmed  in  myriads  in  the  camp  and  which,  according  to 
the  latest  authorities,  may  convey  the  poison  on  their  feet  and  bodies  to  the  food 
and  persons  of  human  beings.  This  mode  of  the  transmission  of  the  disease  could 
only  be  entirely  avoided  by  the  use  of  a  properly  constructed  water-closet  system 
connected  with  the  underground  sewers  of  the  city;  but  of  course  this  plan  is 
impracticable  in  a  military  camp  of  a  temporary  nature. 

The  preceding  diseases  are  those  involving  the  greatest  amount  of  mortality 
and  leading  to  the  permanent  loss  of  more  or  less  men  by  invaliding.  Minor 
diseases  usual  in  military  camps  but  not  involving-  as  a  rule  danger  to  life, 
such  as  diarrhea,  bronchitis,  mumps,  gonorrhea,  syphilis,  etc.,  have  of  course 
occurred  and  largely  increased  the  general  sick  list;  but  the  board  does  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  consider  these  diseases  in  detail,  with  the  exception  of 
diarrhea.  This  disease  was  very  frequent  indeed  in  all  of  the  regiments  and 
was  developed  by  various  causes.  In  the  first  place,  the  change  with  most  of  the 
volunteers  from  a  home  life  to  that  of  camp  was  sudden,  and  exposure  to  cold 
and  dampness  following  naturally  resulted  in  congestion  of  the  abdominal 
organs,  which,  taken  in  connection  with  unaccustomed  food  in  the  shape  of 
bacon  and  beans,  frequently,  especially  at  first,  badly  cooked,  combined  with 
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irregularity  of  diet  in  the  shape  of  overindulgence  in  pies,  sweetmeats,  fruits,  etc., 
procured  by  the  men  or  forced  upon  them  by  injudicious  friends,  was  enough  to 
account  for  the  prevalence  of  this  disease.  Combined  with  these  causes  might 
be  mentioned  the  excessive  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants  in  various  forms  indulged 
in  by  some  of  the  men.  It  is  believed  that  this  disease  is  decidedly  on  the 
decrease,  as  the  cooking  has  improved  very  much  and  fresh  meat  and  vegetables 
are  being  liberally  supplied.  The  facilities  for  alcoholic  intoxication  were  very 
great  at  the  camp,  as  it  was  immediately  surrounded  by  numerous  drinking 
establishments  of  a  low  character.  These  foregoing  remarks  apply  particularly 
to  Camp  Merritt. 

As  to  Camp  Merriam  the  board  submits  the  following  remarks : 

In  addition  to  the  simple  diseases  as  diarrhea  and  bronchitis  there  is  existent 
at  this  time  in  Camp  Merriam  measles,  pneumonia,  meningitis,  and  typhoid  fever. 

The  first  of  these  is  believed  to  be  decidedly  on  the  decrease,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  introduction  of  this  disease  was  by  the  troops  from  Camp  Merritt.  Cases 
are  now  only  occurring  at  intervals,  but  the  decrease  in  number  is  probably 
owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  men  now  in  camp  are  now  immune  from 
previous  experience  of  the  disease. 

As  a  complication  of  measles,  pneumonia  still  occurs,  but  it  is  believed  that 
the  proportion  is  less  than  it  was  when  the  patients  were  treated  under  canvas  at 
Camp  Merritt,  and  it  is  known  that  the  proportion  of  recoveries  is  much  better 
since  the  cases  have  been  treated  in  the  building  of  the  new  field  hospital,  where 
protection  is  had  from  the  winds,  fogs,  and  cold  of  this  climate,  and  aided  prob- 
ably by  the  much  greater  facilities  for  careful  nursing  and  for  the  preparation  of 
food  for  the  sick  to  be  had  in  a  permanent  building.  This  remark  applies  to  all 
cases  of  disease  under  treatment. 

Pneumonia,  irrespective  of  measles,  has  been  present  in  this  camp  sporadically 
ever  since  its  establishment,  and  the  usual  causes  can  be  given — exposure  to  cold, 
dampness  from  fogs,  insufficient  bedding,  and  lack  of  floors  to  tents,  which  diffi- 
culties, however,  have  recently  been  obviated.  It  is  believed  that  this  disease 
will  gradually  decrease  as  the  men,  now  properly  clothed  and  provided  with  bed- 
ding, become  hardened  to  outdoor  life. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  Camp  Merriam,  and  requires 
no  especial  notice. 

Typhoid  fever  is  showing  its  presence  from  time  to  time  in  this  camp,  but  not 
to  an  unusual  degree.  The  cases  now  occurring  are  probably  traceable  to  the 
regiments  recently  arrived  from  Camp  Merritt,  although  a  few  cases  have 
occurred  heretofore  among  troops  continuously  at  this  camp. 

The  cases  now  occurring  are  traceable  to  an  infection  obtained  at  Camp  Mer- 
ritt, they  having  been  so  far  in  the  stage  of  incubation. 

Owing  to  the  totally  different  nature  of  the  soil  as  compared  to  that  at  Camp 
Merritt,  this  being  clay  baked  in  the  sun  to  a  very  hard  consistency,  it  is  not 
believed  that  a  general  poisoning  of  the  location  of  the  camp  can  take  place,  the 
facilities  for  the  absorption  and  distribution  of  typhoid  bacilli  being  so  much  less. 

The  greater  attention  to  the  frequent  covering  and  chemical  disinfection  of  the 
sinks  also  favors  this  idea,  and  the  much  greater  distance  of  the  sinks  from  the 
company  kitchens  decreases  the  probability  of  the  contamination  of  food  by  the 
means  of  flies  and  otherwise. 

The  general  hygienic  condition  of  Camp  Merriam  is  much  superior  to  that  of 
Camp  Merritt,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  being  on  a  military  reservation  it  is 
impossible  to  surround  the  men  with  and  bring  into  their  immediate  view  rum 
shops  and  other  alluring  means  of  debauchery,  which  circumstances  it  is  known 
were  important  in  lowering  the  general  vitality  of  the  command  at  Camp  Merritt. 


EIGHTH    ARMY    CORPS.  173 

There  being  no  further  business  before  it,  the  board  adjourned  at  12  m.,  Sep- 
tember 3, 1898,  sine  die. 

Edward  B.  Moseley, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 
Thomas  U.  Raymond, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Member. 
R.  M.  Kirby  Smith, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  First  Tennessee  Volunteers, 

Member  and  Recorder. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  6, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general,  Department  of  California,  approved. 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  September  7,  1808. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  chief  surgeon,  Department  of  California,  approved. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Merriam. 

Edward  Field, 
Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal..  September  18, 1898. 
Col.  J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 

Medical  Director  and  Chief  Surgeon,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  September  13, 1  hereby  submit  for  your 
consideration  a  brief  report  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp  ground  and 
troops  of  the  Independent  Division,  Eighth  Army  Corps,  for  the  week  ending 
September  15, 1898. 

Sewerage.— During  the  past  week  the  8  by  8  wooden-box  sewer,  laid  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  surface  water  and  finished  several  days  ago,  along  the  north 
line  of  the  Twenty-third  Infantry  and  Seventh  California  Infantry,  has  been  con- 
tinued along  the  north  line  of  the  Twentieth  Kansas  Infantry,  Wyoming  Artil- 
lery, and  California  Heavy  Artillery,  and  parallel  with  the  water  hydrants  used 
by  those  commands.  This  sewer,  which  is  now  practically  completed,  terminates 
in  a  cesspool  10  by  10  by  20,  made  on  level  ground  to  the  north  of  the  Twentieth 
Kansas,  and  between  it  and  the  bay. 

There  has  also  been  laid  along  the  north  line  of  the  camp  of  the  Fifty-first 
Iowa,  and  between  it  and  the  street-car  track,  a  sewer  pipe  parallel  with  and  con- 
necting the  various  hydrants  used  by  that  command  with  the  lateral  sewer  mains 
of  the  Presidio.  By  this  system  of  sewerage  all  surface  water  is  done  away  with. 
Care  will  be  observed  that  none  other  than  ordinary  water  will  be  allowed  to  pass 
through  this  sewer;  the  cesspool  will  also  be  observed  often  and  prompt  action 
taken  if  it  becomes  offensive. 

Sinks. — The  contract  made  with  Warren  &  Malley,  of  this  city,  for  the  proper 
cleaning  and  removal  of  the  excreta  from  the  sinks  of  the  various  regiments  of 
this  division,  has  now  terminated. 

The  work  done  was,  with  but  few  seemingly  unavoidable  circumstances,  satis- 
factory. 

Sinks  to  the  number  of  40  have  been  cleaned  and  disinfected;  also  old  sinks  to 
the  number  of  17,  remaining  from  some  former  time,  were  discovered  and  the 
excreta  removed  and  the  pits  disinfected  and  refilled  with  lime  or  sulphate  of 
iron  and  dry  earth,  rendering  the  ground  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

A  new  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  the  same  firm,  and  hereafter  excreta 
from  all  sinks  will  be  removed  three  times  a  week  to  some  point  beyond  the 
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Presidio  limits,  and  pits  rendered  odorless  by  saturated  solution  of  sulphate 
of  iron. 

During  the  past  week  urinals,  in  the  shape  of  additions  to  the  sink  buildings, 
have  been  erected;  slanting  troughs,  lined  with  tin,  leading  into  the  sink  pits, 
have  been  made,  sufficient  to  accommodate  20  men.  This  will  do  away  with  over- 
crowding of  sink  buildings  and  need  to  pollute  the  soil  outside,  as  has  sometimes 
been  the  case  before  urinals  were  provided.  Disinfectants  and  deodorants  are 
used  twice  each  day  in  both  sinks  and  urinals. 

.  Slops  and  refuse  from  camp  kitchens. — In  an  order  issued  by  General  Miller 
some  days  ago  it  was  thought  best  to  hold  the  company  cook  responsible  for  not 
only  the  sanitary  condition  of  his  kitchen,  but  also  for  the  ground  within  a  dis- 
tance of  20  feet  from  the  kitchen  range.  This  was  to  prevent  the  promiscuous 
scattering  of  refuse  from  the  plates  of  the  men;  also  to  prevent  slops  being  spilled 
on  the  ground.  This  order  has  worked  well  in  practice.  New  slop  cans,  with 
tight  covers,  were  issued  to  each  company  of  this  command.  Cans  are  kept 
covered  and  slops  contained  therein  are  emptied  into  sheet-iron  slop  boxes  and 
each  morning  hauled  outside  of  the  Presidio  limit.  Special  care  is  observed  that 
no  slop  or  refuse  is  allowed  to  remain  on  the  ground  long  enough  to  decompose  or 
pollute  the  soil. 

Camp  grounds  and  tents. — It  has  been  directed  that  all  ground  occupied  by 
troops,  and  that  immediately  adjoining,  be  thoroughly  swept  at  least  once  each 
day  and  all  refuse  carted  away.  This  has  been  and  will  be  done.  Also  tents 
are  occasionally  removed  from  ground  occupied  by  them  and  ground  under  tent 
floor  is  thoroughly  swept  and  aired  for  several  hours  before  tents  are  replaced. 

It  became  necessary  to  issue  some  directions  to  the  men  relative  to  the  proper 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  interior  of  the  tents,  and  also  to  supervise,  to  some  extent, 
the  habits  of  the  soldiers;  hence  General  Miller  issued  the  following : 

[Special  Orders,  No.  39.] 

1.  All  soldiers  in  this  command  are  expected  to  bathe  the  entire  body  at  least  once  each  week; 
a  footbath  should  be  taken  two  or  three  times  each  week. 

2.  All  the  clothing  must  be  changed  at  least  once  each  week  and  all  soiled  garments  removed 
from  quarters  and  laundered  within  three  days  of  change. 

3.  Each  tent  must  be  provided  with  one  or  more  small  boxes  filled  with  sand,  into  which  the 
men  will  expectorate;  sand  should  be  replaced  each  day  and  boxes  destroyed  after  being  in  use 
one  week  and  replaced  by  new  ones. 

The  above  rules  have  worked  well  in  practice,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  some 
men  in  each  tent  may  have  latent  or  active  tuberculosis,  I  deem  the  rules  wise, 
both  as  to  personal  cleanliness  and  for  health. 

John  A.  Rafter, 
Division  Surgeon,  Major  and  Surgeon  Twentieth  Kansas. 


Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  5, 1898. 
War  Investigating  Committee, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Gentlemen:  Several  days  ago  I  wrote  to  you  a  letter  in  which  I  believe  I  made 
some  uncomplimentary  remark  about  our  post  hospital;  and  the  letter  having 
been  written  when  I  was  suffering  from  brain  trouble,  the  thing  should  not  be 
given  one  serious  thought,  as  I  was  not  responsible  for  what  I  wrote  that  day. 

As  to  the  rest  of  the  contents,  they  were,  I  believe,  all  correct.  Major  Moseley, 
our  doctor  major,  is  a  man  who,  in  my  humble  opinion,  strives  hard  to  do  all  he  can 
for  those  who  come  under  his  care,  and  I  have  no  wish  to  say  one  word  against 
his  way  of  handling  patients. 

Wishing,  then,  to  correct  a  statement  inspired  by  a  day  of  suffering,  when  I 
really  was  unfit  to  think  properly, 

I  am,  truly,  yours,  Cassius  C.  Braman, 

Musician,  Fourth  Cavalry  Band. 


MANILA  EXPEDITION 


REPLIES  OF  GENERALS  MERRITT,  OTIS,  AND  MERRIAM  TO  COMMISSION'S  REQUEST 
CONTAINED  IN  LETTER  FOLLOWING. 

[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  War  with  Spain.] 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  request  you  to  furnish  us  as  early  as  possible  with 
such  information  as  you  may  possess  as  to  the  adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  the 
quartermaster,  commissary,  and  medical  supplies,  and  medical  staff  of  the  troops 
under  your  command  while  in  this  country,  while  en  route  to,  and  at  your  pres- 
ent station,  and  whether  or  not  such  supplies  were  promptly  and  sufficiently 
issued  to  the  troops.  Also  as  to  the  proper  or  improper  preparation  of  the  trans- 
ports for  the  transportation  of  your  troops  to  your  present  station.  We  would 
also  be  pleased  to  be  informed  as  to  the  ration  issued  to  the  troops. 

"Very  respectfully, 

Charles  Denby,  Vice-President. 

[This  letter  was  sent  to  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  Maj.  Gen.  E.  S.  Otis,  and 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  C.  Merriam.] 


Grand  Hotel  de  L'Athenee, 

Paris,  October  15,  1898. 
Col.  Charles  Denby, 

Vice-President  of  the  Commission,  etc. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  September  29,  requesting  me  to  furnish  as 
early  as  possible  such  information  as  I  may  possess  as  to  the  adequacy  or  inade- 
quacy of  the  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  medical  supplies,  and  medical  staff 
of  the  troops  under  my  command  while  in  the  United  States,  while  en  route  to, 
and  while  I  was  in  command  at  Manila,  and  whether  or  not  such  supplies  were 
promptly  and  sufficiently  issued  to  the  troops,  also  as  to  the  proper  or  improper 
preparation  of  the  transports  for  the  transportation  of  troops  to  the  Philippines, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  there  is  nothing 
to  be  complained  of  and  which  it  was  possible  to  rectify  under  the  conditions. 
I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  have  no  report  to  make  which  will  implicate  any  of  the 
staff  departments. 

Very  respectfully,  Wesley  Merritt, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  the  Pacific  and  Eighth  Army  Corps, 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  November  19,  1898. 
Col.  Charles  Denby, 

Vice-President  of  the  Commission,  etc. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
September  29,  in  which  you  ask  for  any  information  in  my  possession  "as  to  the 
adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  the  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  medical  supplies, 
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and  medical  staff  of  the  troops  under  my  command  while  in  this  country  and 
while  en  route  to  and  at  present  station;"  also  as  to  preparation  of  vessels  on 
which  troops  were  transported  and  as  to  the  rations  issued  to  the  troops. 

In  response  thereto  I  beg  to  state  that  I  have  been  in  immediate  charge  of  all 
the  troops  referred  to  from  time  to  time  and  of  most  of  them  since  the  17th  day 
of  May  last,  when  I  reached  San  Francisco.  Upon  my  arrival  there  I  found  in 
camp  at  the  Presidio  an  infantry  regiment  and  heavy  artillery  detachment  of 
California  volunteers,  an  infantry  battalion  of  Oregon  troops,  and  headquarters 
and  five  small  companies  of  the  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry.  Upon  the 
following  day  other  troops  destined  for  that  point  began  to  arrive  and  reported, 
as  follows: 

May  18:  The  Second  and  Third  Battalions  of  the  Oregon  regiment. 

May  20:  The  First  Nebraska  Regiment. 

May  21:  The  First  Colorado,  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  and  First  Wyoming 
regiments. 

May  22:  The  First  Idaho  and  the  Utah  Light  Artillery. 

May  23:  The  First  North  Dakota. 

May  25:  The  Tenth  Pennsylvania. 

May  28:  The  First  Montana. 

May  29:  A  company  of  United  States  Engineers,  the  Eighteenth  and  Twenty- 
third  United  States  Infantry. 

June  2:  The  First  South  Dakota. 

June  6,  7,  and  11:  Five  batteries  of  the  Third  United  States  Artillery. 

June  10:  The  Fifty-first  Iowa. 

June  13:  A  company  of  the  Signal  Corps. 

June  17:  The  First  South  Dakota. 

June  20:  The  First  Tennessee,  the  Astor  Battery,  and  six  troops  of  the  Fourth 
United  States  Cavalry. 

June  27:  Two  light  batteries  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Artillery. 

On  May  25  the  First  California,  Second  Oregon,  and  headquarters,  and  five 
companies  of  the  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry,  with  detachments  from  the 
California  heavy  artillery  and  hospital  corps,  numbering  all  told  115  officers 
and  2,383  enlisted  men,  sailed  for  Manila  in  transports  City  of  Peking,  Australia, 
and  Sydney,  under  command  of  Gen.  T.  M.  Anderson. 

On  June  15  four  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  and  four  companies  of  the  Twenty- 
third  United  States  Infantry,  a  detachment  of  Engineers,  the  First  Colorado, 
First  Nebraska,  Tenth  Pennsylvania,  Utah  Light  Artillery,  and  a  detachment  of 
the  Hospital  Corps,  numbering  all  told  158  officers  and  3,404  enlisted  men,  sailed 
for  Manila  in  transports  The  China,  Zelandia,  Senator,  and  Colon,  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  F.  V.  Greene. 

On  June  27  four  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  and  four  companies  of  the 
Twenty-third  United  States  Infantry,  detachments  of  the  Engineer  and  Signal 
Corps,  the  First  Idaho,  Thirteenth  Minnesota,  First  North  Dakota,  First  Wyo- 
ming, and  a  detachment  of  the  Hospital  Corps  sailed  for  Manila  on  transports 
Indiana,  Morgan  City,  City  of  Para,  the  Ohio,  and  Valencia,  under  command  of 
Gen.  Arthur  MacArthur,  and  General  Merritt,  who  arrived  in  San  Francisco  and 
assumed  command  of  all  expeditionary  forces  on  May  30,  sailed  on  the  steamer 
Newport  on  June  29,  having  on  board  his  staff,  two  batteries  of  the  Third  United 
States  Artillery,  and  the  Astor  Battery.  The  numerical  strength  of  these  organi- 
zations was  197  officers  and  4,650  enlisted  men. 

Between  the  15th  and  25th  of  July  the  fourth  expedition  left  San  Francisco, 
transported  by  five  vessels — the  Peru,  City  of  Puebla,  Pennsylvania,  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  and  the  St.  Paul — having  on  board  myself  and  staff,  a  number  of  attached 
staff  officers  joining  the  expeditionary  forces,  recruits  for  the  organizations  which 
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had  preceded  them,  two  batteries  of  the  Third  United  States  Artillery,  five  com- 
panies of  the  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry,  six  troops  of  the  Fourth  United 
States  Cavalry,  Signal  Corps  detachment,  First  Montana  Infantry,  the  First 
South  Dakota,  and  detachment  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  numbering  all  told  172 
officers  and  4,610  enlisted  men.  The  Peru  and  Rio  de  Janeiro  arrived  at  Manila 
on  August  21  and  the  remaining  three  vessels  a  few  days  thereafter.  Since  that 
date  no  troops  have  arrived  excepting  absent  members  and  recruits  for  organiza- 
tions which  had  preceded  them. 

The  fifth  expedition  left  San  Francisco  between  the  19th  of  October  and  the  8th 
of  November  and  the  advance  is  expected  daily.  No  casualties  occurred  to  trans- 
ports while  en  voyage  and  troops  arrived  in  fairly  good  condition,  although  a 
number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  measles  developed,  resulting  in  a  few  deaths. 

My  telegraphic  orders,  received  at  Denver,  Colo.,  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  of 
May,  were  to  proceed  to  San  Francisco  without  delay  and  place  troops  on  board 
the  City  of  Peking,  which  had  been  chartered  by  the  United  States  Navy  to  carry 
recruits  and  stores  to  Admiral  Dewey's  fleet.  I  reached  San  Francisco  on  the 
night  of  the  17th  of  May,  and  the  following  day  made  a  careful  inspection  of  all 
conditions.  I  found  that  the  steamer  City  of  Peking  was  being  prepared  to  trans- 
port, besides  the  naval  recruits,  the  First  California  Volunteers  and  a  battalion  of 
the  Fourteenth  United  States  Infantry.  Upon  inspection  of  the  vessel  I  ascertained 
that  this  number  of  men  could  not  be  carried,  and  gave  directions  to  tear  out 
300  berths  which  were  being  placed  in  the  vessel,  and  concluded  to  reduce  the 
troops  ordered  to  sail  by  that  number.  I  then  inspected  the  troops  at  the  Presidio, 
proceeded  to  a  camp  ground  in  San  Francisco  which  had  been  secured  by  General 
Merriam,  in  which  water  was  about  to  be  introduced,  to  see  if  it  was  suitable  for 
camping  of  the  troops,  and  then  wired  to  Washington,  stating  that  the  City  of 
Peking  could  not  be  in  readiness  to  depart  for  three  or  four  days,  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  two  other,  steamers  could  be  loaded  and  sent  out  with  City  of  Peking, 
bearing  the  Oregon  and  California  regiments  and  all  of  the  Fourteenth  United 
States  Infantry  available.  This  suggestion  was  approved  and  that  work  was 
accomplished. 

Regarding  the  situation  of  the  camp  in  San  Francisco,  I  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it  except  to  approve  of  the  action  of  General  Merriam  in  securing  it. 
Had  not  General  Merriam  secured  it  I  should  probably  have  done  so,  as  it  was 
the  best  ground  in  the  vicinity  for  that  purpose,  consisting  of  light,  sandy  soil 
and  provided  with  good  water.  It  was  then  supposed  that  no  greater  force  than 
10,000  men  would  be  sent  to  San  Francisco,  and  that  we  would  be  able  to  secure 
transports  to  ship  troops  as  soon  as  they  could  be  equipped,  thereby  relieving  the 
camp  by  frequent  shipments.  By  reference  to  newspapers,  I  notice  that  I  am 
being  defended  on  the  charge  of  choosing  an  unhealthy  location,  and  it  has  been 
intimated  that  street-railway  corporations  were  instrumental  in  securing  that 
action.  I  know  nothing  of  street-railway  corporations,  and  have  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  met  any  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  them.  I  lived  in  the  camp 
among  the  troops  for  three  weeks,  experiencing  great  difficulty  in  securing  cloth- 
ing and  tentage  for  the  men;  still  the  sick  report  was  fully  as  light  as  at  any  camp 
with  which  I  was  connected  during  the  late  civil  war.  Not  a  regiment  reported 
which  was  not  afflicted  with  measles,  and  it  was  difficult  to  look  after  these  cases 
until  we  had  secured  tentage  and  established  a  division  hospital.  One  of  the 
fruitful  causes  of  sickness  can  be  attributed  to  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of 
the  ladies  of  San  Francisco,  who  persisted  in  feeding  the  men  of  the  command 
with  pies,  cakes,  and  other  delicacies,  erroneously  believing  them  to  be  scantily 
supplied  with  subsistence.  Another  cause  was  the  inexperience  of  officers  and 
their  carelessness  in  providing  for  their  men.  Another  was  in  establishing  the 
camp  in  San  Francisco,  to  which  hucksters  and  immoral  and  depraved  persons 
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within  the  city  had  access.  The  camp  should  have  been  placed  several  miles 
from  the  city  limits,  where  temptations  for  evil  doing  would  have  been  farther 
removed. 

All  volunteer  organizations  were  assembled  in  their  respective  States,  were 
mostly  ostensibly  uniformed  and  armed  by  their  States,  and  were  forwarded 
with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible.  A  large  majority  of  the  arms  were  worthless, 
and  in  some  instances  entire  organizations  had  to  be  rearmed.  Uniforms  had 
evidently  been  in  use  for  a  long  time  in  State  service,  were  worn  out,  and  many 
of  the  men  were  in  civilian  clothes. 

At  the  inception  of  the  war  it  was  not  supposed  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
concentrate  troops  on  the  western  coast  of  the  United  States,  but  the  destruction 
of  the  Spanish  fleet  in  Manila  Bay  on  May  1  opened  up  a  new  field  for  army  oper- 
ations. At  this  date  all  war  material  available  had  been  sent  from  San  Francisco 
to  the  East,  and  when  troops  reached  that  city  for  transportation  to  the  Philip- 
pines there  were  no  war  supplies  remaining  there.  The  large  business  city  of 
San  Francisco  had  opportunities,  and  orders  were  immediately  given  for  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  and  tentage,  some  of  which  proved  good  and  some 
unsatisfactory.  Telegraphic  requests  for  arms  and  ammunition  were  sent  in 
various  directions,  and  were  responded  to  with  celerity.  Subsistence  and  medical 
supplies  were  purchased  in  San  Francisco  to  relieve  the  situation  until  the  more 
regular  methods  could  be  followed. 

Scarcely  an  officer  knew  how  to  make  out  a  paper  upon  which  to  secure  for  his 
men  a  single  article  of  supply.  They  could  not  even  be  relied  upon  to  render  a 
return  of  the  number  and  condition  of  the  men  over  whom  they  exercised  super- 
vision. I  took  to  San  Francisco  experienced  officers,  who  were  placed  in  camp, 
and  labored  incessantly  with  the  organizations  to  instruct  them  in  administration. 
Their  efforts  alone  made  authorized  proceedings  possible.  The  western  coast  had 
few  vessels,  and  those  secured  were  obtained  with  difficulty.  In  fine,  every 
embarrassment  was  encountered  which  conditions  presented.  The  returns,  rolls, 
and  reports  in  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-General's  Department  will  show  with 
what  success  many  of  these  difficulties  were  met.  Not  a  man  of  this  army  has 
been  unaccounted  for,  though  7,000  miles  of  ocean  separated  its  parts. 

The  medical  department  of  the  corps  has  always  been  well  supplied  with  med- 
ical stores.  There  has  been  a  shortage  of  medical  officers,  which  has  been  fairly 
well  met  through  contract  physicians.  Now  we  are  abundantly  supplied  with 
medical  stores  and  hospital  buildings,  though  medical  officers  have  been  over- 
worked. The  sick  report  to-day  is  about  12  per  cent  of  the  command;  that  of  the 
British  army  in  this  latitude  is  about  10  per  cent.  The  most  of  our  sickness  ia  of 
a  mild  type,  and  the  health  of  the  troops  is  now  markedly  improved.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  of  the  command  since  leaving  San  Francisco  is  161,  or  a  little 
more  than  1  per  cent.  Of  these  deaths,  54  were  due  to  typhoid  fever,  25  to  wounds 
received  in  battle,  7  to  accident,  13  to  dysentery,  and  13  to  smallpox.  This  num- 
ber of  deaths  among  15,000  men,  covering  a  period  of  several  months,  is  remark- 
ably light. 

In  the  matter  of  subsistence,  the  troops  have  never  suffered;  they  have  been 
supplied  with  abundant  rations — better  even  than  any  body  of  men  I  ever  had 
association  with.  There  is  to-day  well  stored  in  this  city  subsistence  for  17,000 
men  for  four  months;  also  large  supplies  for  sale  to  officers  and  men,  all  of 
which  is  in  most  excellent  condition.  In  addition  to  the  regular  issues,  30  cents 
per  day  is  given  each  organization  for  every  man  reported  ill,  with  which  to  buy 
delicacies  needed  by  the  sick.  Doubtless  troops  have  suffered  somewhat  because 
of  their  lack  of  knowledge  to  properly  prepare  their  food,  but  all  troops  of  for- 
mer experience,  such  as  our  regular  regiments,  are  acquiring  additional  regi- 
mental funds. 

The  quartermaster's  department  has  been  fairly  efficient,  but  has  had  great 
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difficulties  to  contend  with.  There  were  no  tents  or  uniforms  in  San  Francisco, 
and  none  could  be  obtained  until  manufactured  there,  except  a  few  articles  which 
were  finally  secured  in  the  East.  The  first  organizations  reporting  in  San  Fran- 
cisco were  therefore  short  in  blankets,  ponchos,  and  many  articles  of  clothing, 
which  had  to  be  manufactured  and  purchased.  However,  excepting  during  the 
early  days  of  the  encampment,  the  troops  have  not  suffered  for  clothing  or 
equipment. 

1  doubt  not  but  that  in  the  matter  of  transports  I  am  more  responsible  than  any 
other  person.  I  inspected  nearly  all  of  the  vessels  used  for  the  purpose  and 
looked  generally  after  the  methods  of  fitting  them  up.  They  were  not  in  any 
sense  troop  transport  vessels,  nor  could  such  vessels  be  obtained.  We  secured 
the  best  that  we  could,  and  they  were  fitted  up  with  all  possible  conveniences. 
Cooking  and  cold-storage  facilities  were  improved  and  enlarged;  comfortable 
bunks  and  means  of  ventilation  were  provided;  the  vessels  were  thoroughly 
policed;  and  the  results  accomplished  were  the  almost  entire  absence  of  casualties, 
which  is  evidence  that  the  health  of  the  command  was  not  impaired.  The  troops 
while  en  route  suffered  more  or  less  from  typhoid  fever  and  measles,  the  seeds  of 
which  diseases  were  in  the  men  before  they  left  San  Francisco,  and  most  of  the 
sickness  was  developed  during  the  first  seven  days'  trip  between  San  Francisco 
and  Honolulu.  The  command  is  now  fairly  well  supplied  with  all  needful  quar- 
termaster's articles  excepting  wagon  transportation.  The  volunteers  are  still 
armed  with  the  old  Springfield  rifle,  but  steps  have  been  taken  to  supply  the  most 
reliable  of  them  with  the  Krag-Jorgensen  rifle  and  smokeless  ammunition. 

No  one  can  tell  what  duties  these  troops  may  be  called  upon  to  perform.  It  is 
more  than  probable,  should  the  islands  be  retained  by  the  United  States,  that  they 
will  be  kept  exceedingly  busy  establishing  United  States  authority  and  maintain- 
ing a  fair  degree  of  order. 

In  casting  over  all  the  difficulties  which  have  been  met  in  transporting  these 
troops,  composed  mostly  of  raw  material,  over  7,000  miles  of  water  and  placing 
them  here  in  good  condition  and  well  supplied,  results  must  be  considered  as 
quite  satisfactory.  Nothing  of  the  kind  had  ever  before  been  attempted,  and  no 
previous  preparation  had  been  made. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

E.  S.  Otis, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Departments  op  California  and  the  Columbia, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  6,  1898. 
Col.  Charles  Denby, 

Vice-President  of  the  Commission,  etc. 

Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  letter  dated  September  29,  1898, 1  have  the  honor 
to  state  there  has  been  a  general  sufficiency  of  supplies  in  all  the  staff  depart- 
ments for  all  troops  mobilized  on  this  coast  during  the  war  with  Spain,  aggre- 
gating about  30,000,  including  troops  going  east  in  April  under  General  Shafter 
and  those  outfitted  here  and  going  west  to  Honolulu  and  the  Philippine  Islands. 

While  the  subsistence  and  medical  departments  have  met  all  emergencies 
promptly  and  completely,  in  the  quartermaster's  department  there  was  some 
delay  in  the  supply  of  tents  and  clothing  to  meet  fully  the  demands  of  troops 
rapidly  assembling  in  May  and  June  from  the  middle  Western  States.  This  delay 
was  due  to  a  combination  of  causes,  such  as  want  of  definite  notification  of  exact 
needs  of  troops  in  advance  of  their  arrival;  absence,  in  many  instances,  of  any 
notice  whatever  of  designation  of  troops  for  rendezvous  on  this  coast. 

While  these  delays  were  only  very  brief,  and  would  have  been  insignificant, 
even  unworthy  of  notice,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  their  effect  was  magni- 
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fied  by  severe  climatic  conditions  for  which  this  city  is  remarkable  in  summer, 
and  which  were  naturally  unexpected  and  unprovided  for  by  the  troops  them- 
selves. This  defect  was,  perhaps,  most  manifest  in  the  item  of  overcoats,  the 
need  of  which  in  midsummer  men  are  naturally  inclined  to  doubt,  especially 
when  under  orders  for  duty  in  the  Tropics.  From  this  cause  requisitions  were 
delayed  in  some  cases. 

In  the  ordnance  department,  too,  there  has  been  still  greater  delay,  especially 
in  the  supply  of  some  items  of  field  equipments  and  guns  and  harness  for  light 
batteries.    Some  of  the  latter  are  yet  unsupplied. 

In  noting  these  trifling  delays  and  their  causes,  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  on  the 
administration  of  the  quartermaster's  department.  Nothing  could  have  surpassed 
the  energy  and  efficiency  shown  by  all  officers  charged  with  the  administration 
of  all  the  supply  departments  on  this  coast. 

Transportation  furnished  by  railroads  in  the  concentration  of  troops  was  always 
promptly  furnished  and  I  believe  always  satisfactory  in  every  particular.  For 
transportation  to  the  Philippine  Islands  there  were  fitted  up  in  this  port  by  Lieut. 
Col.  O.  F.  Long,  depot  quartermaster,  under  the  supervision  of  Major-Generals 
Merritt,  E.  S.  Otis,  or  myself,  each  working  on  the  same  lines  but  at  different 
times,  twenty-three  transports  for  conveying  troops  and  supplies  of  the  Philip- 
pine expedition.  This  work  began  with  a  careful  inspection  by  a  competent  board 
of  quartermaster  and  medical  officers,  who  reported  in  detail  what  was  required 
in  each  vessel  to  meet  all  demands  of  this  extended  voyage  in  the  tropical  Pacific. 
On  approval  of  these  reports  by  the  commanding  general  the  vessels  were  pre- 
pared by  the  depot  quartermaster.  Sample  copies  of  order  appointing  board, 
report  of  same,  and  order  assigning  troops  are  inclosed  herewith,  marked  A,  B,  and 
C.  So  far  as  I  am  informed  no  complaints  have  been  made  against  any  of  these 
transports,  but  on  this  point  it  may  be  better  to  inquire  of  Major-Generals  Mer- 
ritt and  Otis,  who  have  better  knowledge  Of  facts  and  conditions  at  the  other  end 
of  the  voyage.  It  may  be  well  to  note  here  that  at  first  space  was  allotted  to 
enlisted  men's  berths  on  a  basis  of  80  cubic  feet  as  a  minimum,  but  it  was  some- 
what increased  on  the  later  transports. 

Enlisted  men  were  rationed  by  the  subsistence  department  on  board  ship,  the 
cooking  and  serving  being  done  by  the  ship's  cooks.  There  was  no  uniform  rule 
for  messing  officers  on  board.  They  made  such  arrangement  with  the  ship's 
officers  as  they  were  able.  This  I  deem  a  defect,  which  should  be  corrected  if 
possible. 

Additional  transports  have  been  fitted  out  and  used  for  transporting  troops  to 
Honolulu  and  to  coast  ports,  including  the  Columbia  River,  Puget  Sound,  and 
Alaska,  with  results  in  all  cases  satisfactory. 

The  ration,  as  now  constituted,  appears  to  be  adequate  and  satisfactory  for  all 
general  conditions  of  service.  Salt  pork  should  never  be  issued  in  the  Tropics, 
and  the  exchange  of  some  of  the  richer  articles  to  make  up  a  lighter  and  more 
varied  diet  on  long  sea  voyages,  where  men  are  necessarily  deprived  of  extended 
exercise,  would  be  an  improvement. 

In  April,  when  General  Shafter  was  ordered  East  with  most  of  the  regular 
troops  of  this  department,  he  took  with  him  the  principal  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment staff ,  as  well  as  clerks  and  messengers .  Copy  of  his  orders  herewith  inclosed , 
marked  D  and  E. 

By  this  means  the  adjutant-general,  chief  quartermaster,  chief  commissary, 
judge-advocate,  chief  signal  officer,  engineer  officer,  inspector-general,  and 
inspector  of  small-arms  practice,  all  of  whom  were  experienced  and  familiar  with 
local  conditions,  were  taken  from  these  headquarters  and  their  places  had  to  be 
filled  by  the  few  officers  remaining,  some  of  whom  have  been  obliged  to  perform 
the  duties  of  several  officers  as  best  they  could  and  without  even  sufficient  cleri- 
cal assistance.    Under  these  conditions,  I  found  myself  greatly  embarrassed 
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when  the  naval  victory  in  the  Philippines  turned  the  tide  of  military  operations 
back  to  this  coast,  for  I  was  myself  a  stranger  in  this  department,, as  well  as  my 
personal  aids.  Repeated  representations  and  requests  failed  to  secure  the  detail 
of  officers  to  fill  the  places  made  vacant,  with  the  result  that  the  few  left  here 
have  been  greatly  overworked. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  an  explanation  that  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April 
22, 1898,  providing  a  basis  for  army  organization  in  time  of  war,  does  not  provide 
for  the  organization  of  geographical  departments  or  for  keeping  intact  those 
already  organized. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Merriam, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  86.  )  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  18,  1898. 

******* 

4.  A  board  of  officers  is  hereby  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  vessels 
as  to  their  suitability,  sanitary  or  otherwise,  for  use  as  transports  of  United 
States  troops. 

DETAIL  FOR  THE  BOARD. 

Maj.  George  Ruhlen,  quartermaster,  United  States  Volunteers;  Maj.  E.  R. 
Morris,  surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers;  Capt.  Thomas  U.  Raymond,  assistant 
surgeon,  United  States  Army. 

A  report  in  writing  will  be  submitted  of  the  finding  in  each  vessel  inspected. 

The  board  will  be  prepared  to  inspect  intended  transports  on  short  notice  upon 
notification  from  these  headquarters. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Merriam. 

John  B.  Bennet, 
First  Lieutenant,  Seventh  Infantry,  Aid, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


B. 

[Office  of  the  Board  of  Inspection  and  Equipment,  United  States  Transports,  Room  107,  Phelan 

Building.] 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  19, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Sir:  The  board  appointed  by  paragraph  4,  Special  Orders  86,  c.  s.,  Headquarters 
Department  of  California,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an 
inspection  of  the  steamship  St.  Paul,  chartered  by  the  United  States  as  a  transport 
ship  for  troops  to  Manila. 

The  St.  Paul  is  an  iron  ship,  built  by  the  Union  Iron  Works,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal.,  in  1898. 

Her  passenger  accommodations  for  officers  and  troops,  under  arrangments  con- 
templated, are  as  follows: 
For  officers:  Berths. 

On  upper  deck,  9  rooms,  each  3  berths 27 

On  spar  deck,  17  rooms,  each  3  berths 51 

Total  for  officers,  26  rooms,  each  3  berths 78 
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For  enlisted  men:  Births. 

On  spar  deck,  amidships,  4  rooms,  No.  2  to  No.  5,  to  be  fitted  with  6  berths  each 24 

Nine  rooms,  No.  1,  and  No.  6  to  No.  13,  inclusive,  each  containing  3 berths. 27 

On  spar  deck,  after  house,  7  rooms,  Nos.  30,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37,  each  to  be  fitted  with  6 

berths - 42 

(Rooms  39, 41, 43,  and  45  on  this  deck  and  house  to  be  left  as  they  now  are,  each  with  3  berths, 

and  used  as  a  hospital.) 

Three  rooms,  Nos.  38, 40,  and  42,  each  3  berths 9 

On  main  deck, aft,  10  rooms  (Nos. 47  to  56),  each  6  berths 60 

For  steerage  standees: 

In  after  saloon,  main  deck,  5,632  cubic  feet 80 

In  forward  steerage  deck,  11,240  cubic  feet 140 

In  lower  deck,  forward,  16,880  cubic  feet 211 

In  lower  deck, aft,  13,720  cubic  feet v 171 

In  part  of  dining  room,  5,184  cubic  feet 50 

Total  accommodations  for  enlisted  men 814 

To  effect  this  the  following  changes  are  recommended,  namely: 
That  all  staterooms  on  the  npper  shade  or  spar  deck  and  all  the  amidships  state- 
rooms from  Nos.  14  to  31,  inclusive,  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  officers. 

That  all  the  large  staterooms  on  the  main  deck  forward,  numbered  2,  3,  4,  and 
5,  now  containing  3  berths  each,  be  increased  to  6  berths,  and  that  rooms  Nos.  1, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12,  and  13  be  left  as  now,  with  3  berths  in  each. 
That  iron  standee  berths  of  the  Turner  pattern  be  placed  as  follows: 

In  after  saloon  on  main  deck 80 

In  forward  steerage  on  main  deck 140 

In  lower  deck  forward 211 

In  lower  deck  aft 171 

In  dining  room,  by  running  a  bulkhead  through  the  center  of  the  room  lengthwise,  reserv- 
ing the  port-side  half  as  a  dining  room  for  officers  ....- 50 

Bathrooms. — The  ship  has  bathrooms  as  follows:  One  on  spar  deck  adjacent 
to  the  smoking  room  and  1  adjacent  to  the  social  hall;  1  on  main  steerage  deck 
forward. 

Water-closets. — On  spar  deck,  2  amidships;  on  main  deck  forward,  6  on  port  and 
2  on  starboard  side;  on  main  deck  amidships,  7  on  port  side,  the  latter  being 
accessible  to  cabin  passengers. 

The  following  alterations,  changes,  and  additions  are  recommended  by  the 
board,  being  deemed  necessary  to  adapt  her  for  the  service  as  a  transport,  namely: 

Awnings  to  be  provided  and  placed  over  all  exposed  decks  that  can  be  used  as 
places  of  exercise  for  troops. 

Large  additions  to  the  ventilating  system  of  the  ship,  by  means  of  which  air 
can  be  forced  into  the  lower  steerages.  This  space  having  been  originally 
intended  for  a  freight  hold  only  has  no  side  ports  except  the  large  doors  for 
admitting  freight  (which  will  necessarily  have  to  be  kept  closed  the  greater  part 
of  the  voyage) ,  is  but  illy  provided  with  ventilation. 

The  galley,  utensils,  and  fittings  are  wholly  inadequate  for  the  number  of  men 
to  be  carried.  The  range  needs  overhauling,  some  new  grates,  lids,  and  tops 
being  required.  It  is  recommended  that  the  rooms  marked  on  the  ship's  plans 
"Second  cabin  steward,"  "Cooks,"  and  "Oilers"  rooms  be  cleared  away,  and 
the  space  thus  gained  used  for  extending  the  galley  accommodations,  which  ought 
to  be  fully  double  their  present  capacity. 

The  washing  facilities  for  steerage  passengers,  other  than  those  provided  for  in 
staterooms  heretofore  referred  to,  are  wholly  inadequate  and  should  be  increased 
by  construction  of  wash-basin  racks  and  basins,  at  convenient  places  of  access  to 
enlisted  men  in  steerages,  on  the  decks. 

Tables  for  steerage  passengers  should  be  provided  at  a  number  of  places 
throughout  the  ship,  as  may  be  hereafter  arranged. 

Sprinkling  or  shower  baths,  or  canvas-bathing  tanks,  or  both,  are  recommended 
and  should  be  provided.  A  few  additional  water-closets  placed  at  points  con- 
venient of  access  to  the  enlisted  men  quartered  on  the  lower  decks  should  be 
constructed. 


MANILA    EXPEDITION. 


183 


The  ship  is  provided  with  a  condenser  of  2,000  gallons  capacity  per  day,  and  an 
ice  machine  with  sufficient  capacity  to  produce  400  to  500  pounds  of  ice  per  day  in 
addition  to  supplying  the  cold-storage  room. 

This  vessel's  speed  is  reported  by  the  chief  engineer  at  12£  knots  per  hour,  and 
a  coal  consumption  of  34  tons  per  day  at  this  rate. 

Very  respectfully,  George  Ruhlen, 

Major  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  President  of  Board. 

E.  R.  Morris, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Member  of  Board. 

Thomas  U.  Raymond, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Member  of  Board. 

Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  20, 1898. 

Merriam, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
A  true  copy: 

Jno.  B.  Bennet, 

First  Lieutenant,  Seventh  Infantry,  Aid. 


Approved: 
H.  C. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  93.  )  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  26,  1898. 

*  *  *  •      *  *  *  * 

9.  The  following  designated  officers,  enlisted  men,  and  civilians  will  proceed  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  on  the  steamer  St.  Paul,  and  will  be  in  readiness  to  embark 
on  that  steamer  not  later  than  3  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  28th  instant: 


o>   . 
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First  Battalion,  First  South  Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col. 

Lee  Stover,  commanding 

Recruits  for  Thirteenth  Minnesota  "Volunteer  Infantry,  Maj.  A.  M.  Dig- 

gles,  commanding 

Recruits  for  First  Colorado  Volunteer  Infantry,  Capt.  Frank  Carroll, 

commanding 

Capt.  A.H.Bowman,  assistant  surgeon,  First  South  Dakota  Volunteer 

Infantry 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  M.M.Walker,  U.S.  A 

Hospital  Steward  C.  F.  Clancey,  First  South  Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry- 
Acting  Hospital  Steward  C.  C,  Higgins,  Privates  Wallace  Woodward, 

Ray  Perry,  Frank  Dixon,  Bjorge  Gjelsteen,  D.  M.  Ingraham,  H.  A. 

Lambertson,  A.  S.  Thompson,  and  J.  R.  Wilson,  Hospital  Corps,  U.  S.  A. 

Capt.  Lee  Linn,  commissary  of  subsistence  of  volunteers,  and  clerk 

Capt.  J.  G.  Blaine,  assistant  adjutant-general,  United  States  Volun- 
teers 
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Capt.  Raymond  Sulzer,  assistant  quartermaster,  United  States  Volun- 
teers  

Lieut.  L.E.Lawrence,  Volunteer  Signal  Corps  and  detachment  of  that 


corps 


Attached  to  First  Battalion,  First  South  Dakota  Volunteer  Infantry, 

exclusive  of  Signal  Corps  men 

Attached  to  Thirteenth  Minnesota  recruits 

A.  Wittenberger,  employee  Ordnance  Department 
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Attached  for  passage  to  Honolulu: 


Col.  Thomas  H.  Barber,  First  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

Maj.  William  C.  Langfitt,  Second  Regiment  Volunteer  Engineers 

First  Lieut.  Bronson  Winthrop,  quartermaster,  First  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry 

First  Lieut.  Lewis  T.  Griffith,  assistant  surgeon,  First  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry  

Capt.  P.  M.  Lydig,  commissary  of  subsistence,  United  States  Volunteers, 
and  clerks 
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The  loading  of  the  heavy  baggage  should  be  completed  by  Wednesday  evening, 
the  27th  instant. 

******* 
By  command  of  Major-General  Merriam. 

John  B.  Bennet, 
First  Lieutenant,  Seventh  Infantry,  Aid, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  33.  )  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  April  18,  1898. 

*  *  ***** 

2.  Paragraph  2,  Special  Orders,  No.  32,  current  series,  from  these  headquarters, 
is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  Col.  James  M.  Moore, 
assistant  quartermaster-general,  and  Joseph  J.  Bliss,  chief  clerk,  Quartermaster's 
Department,  will  proceed,  without  delay,  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  temporary 
duty. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
******* 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Shafter. 

J.  B.  Babcock, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


E. 

Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

No.  33.  )  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  April  18, 1898. 

******* 

6.  Pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  following  named  offi- 
cers and  civilian  employees  will  proceed  to  New  Orleans,  La.,  for  temporary 
duty:  Brig.  Gen.  William  R.  Shafter,  United  States  Army;  Col.  Charles  P.  Eagan, 
assistant  commissary-general  of  subsistence;  Lieut.  Col.  John  B.  Babcock,  assist- 
ant adjutant-general;  Maj.  Stephen  W.  Groesbeck,  judge-advocate;  First  Lieut. 
Frank  Greene,  Signal  Corps;  First  Lieut.  Robert  H.  Noble,  First  Infantry,  aid; 
First  Lieut.  John  D.  Miley,  Fifth  Artillery,  aid;  Augustus  Vibart,  clerk,  adjutant- 
general's  department;  William  Armstrong,  clerk,  adjutant-general's  department; 
Bronson  L.  McClelland,  clerk,  adjutant-general's  department;  John  E.  Waters, 
clerk,  subsistence  department;  George  Boll,  messenger,  adjutant-general's  depart- 
ment; William  C.  Tremaine,  messenger,  adjutant-general's  department. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  will  furnish  the  necessary  transportation. 

The  travel  enjoined  is  necessary  for  the  public  service. 
*  *  ***** 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Shafter. 

J.  B.  Babcock, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CAMP    THOMAS,    CHICKAMAUGA 
PARK,   GEORGIA. 


BEPORTS,  LETTERS,  DISPATCHES,  ETC.,  OF  COL.  A.  HARTSUFF,  CHIEF  SURGEON 
AT  CAMP  THOMAS,  COVERING  THE  PERIOD  FROM  APRIL  25  TO  JULY  23, 
INCLUSIVE,  1898. 

2. 

i 

[Telegram.] 
CHICKAMAUGA  PARK,  GEORGIA,  April  25,  1898. 

The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Have  inspected  whole  command.  Three  regiments  and  six  batteries  have  no 
medicines  nor  supplies  of  any  kind.  Must  have  more  medical  officers  at  once. 
Dispatch  chests  of  all  kinds,  field  furniture,  medicines,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds 
for  four  regiments  and  eight  batteries  at  least.  Send  100  bedsacks,  100  blankets, 
12  field  desks,  and  blankets  of  all  kinds.  Send  stewards  and  hospital  corps 
privates. 

Hartsuff,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army 


3. 

[Telegram.] 

CHICKAMAUGA  Park,  April  26,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Thirteen  regiments  in  camp;  6  batteries  in  camp.  Number  of  medical  officers 
on  duty  with  command  about  23.  Number  of  hospital  stewards  or  acting  stew- 
ards, 15.  Number  of  privates,  75.  Total  number  of  medical  officers  required  as 
per  letter  of  April  20,  36.  Stewards  or  acting  stewards  required,  36.  Privates 
required,  245.  Efforts  have  been  made  and  are  being  made  to  obtain  mounts  for 
the  Hospital  Corps,  with  total  failure  up  to  present.  Mounts  should  be  provided 
at  once.  Regiments  are  arriving  and  others  are  expected,  so  that  liberal  allow- 
ance of  everything  required  for  troops  in  the  field  should  be  sent  at  once.  If  a 
large  command  is  to  be  here  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  would  suggest 
that  a  medical  supply  depot  be  established  at  once  at  Chattanooga  or  some  other 
locality  near  this  command. 

Hartsuff,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy : 
A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  1,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  from  the  correspondence  whether  medicines 
and  supplies  have  been,  or  will  be,  sent  to  us  in  bulk  to  be  issued,  or  whether  sup- 
plies have  been  sent  direct  to  organizations  on  their  requisitions  only.  Supposing 
the  latter  may  be  the  case,  I  forward  by  same  mail  several  sets  of  special  requisi- 
tions. Many  of  the  articles  for  which  requisitions  have  been  made  are  desired  at 
once. 

Many  of  the  regiments  are  here  from  different  posts — one  or  two  troops  or  com- 
panies from  a  post — and  therefore  it  takes  considerable  time  to  organize  and  sys- 
temize.  All  the  immediate  necessities  are  being  met,  however,  successfully.  It 
is  thought  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  tentage  for  hospital  purposes  will  be  here 
to-day  to  give  a  full  allowance  to  all  the  commands.  Mounts  have  not  yet  been 
provided  for  any  of  the  hospital  corps,  but  horses  are  being  purchased,  and  it  is 
thought  the  Hospital  Corps  with  the  cavalry  commands  will  be  furnished  mounts 
soon. 

For  my  office  at  these  headquarters  I  have  as  yet  absolutely  nothing — no  furni- 
ture, desks,  etc.    We  have  to  write  on  boxes. 

For  headquarters,  the  signal  corps,  and  one  troop  of  cavalry  I  propose  to  establish 
a  small  hospital.  To  this  end  I  have  only  the  medical  officer,  Dr.  Mason,  present. 
I  should  have  1  hospital  steward  and  5  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  mounted;  1 
ambulance;  1  set  of  field  furniture,  etc.  Special  requisition  herewith  inclosed.  I 
would  like  to  get  this  hospital  in  running  order  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  camp  is  favorably  located;  health  good;  water  supply,  from  artesian  wells, 
good. 

To  meet  present  requirements — basis  of  1  hospital  steward  and  10  privates  to 
each  regiment  of  infantry,  2  stewards  and  15  privates  to  each  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  headquarters — I  need  one  or  two  stewards  and  46  privates. 

As  yet  no  enlistments  have  been  made  for  the  hospital  corps,  and  few  applica- 
tions for  transfer  have  been  made.  I  am  giving  personal  attention  to  enlistments 
and  transfers. 

The  following  is  a  roster  of  the  medical  officers  on  duty  at  this  camp  to-day: 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  Hartsuff,  deputy  surgeon-general,  chief  surgeon;  with  First  Cav- 
alry, Capt.  A.  B.  Heyl,  Lieut.  H.  A.  Webber;  Second  Cavalry,  Capt.  F.  J.  Ives; 
Tenth  Cavalry,  Lieut.  L.  A.  Fuller;  Third  Cavalry,  Capt.  H.  D.  Snyder;  Sixth 
Cavalry,  Maj.  George  McCreery,  Lieut.  J.  H.  Stone;  Seventh  Infantry,  Capt.  H.  M, 
Hallock;  Eighth  Infantry,  Capt.  R.  W.  Johnson,  Lieut.  L.  P.  Smith;  Twelfth 
Infantry,  Capt.  P.  G.  Wales;  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Capt.  P.  Shillock;  Second 
Infantry,  Capt.  W.  B.  Banister,  Lieut.  M.  M.  Brewer;  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Maj. 
M.  W.  Wood.  On  special  duty  at  headquarters,  Capt.  Charles  F.  Mason. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  4, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Corps. 

Sir:  A  very  important  part  of  the  duties  of  a  medical  officer  in  camp  and  on 
the  march  is  to  prevent  sickness.  To  that  end  publication  of  the  following  regu- 
lations is  recommended: 

A  careful  inspection  of  each  command  will  be  made  by  the  medical  officer  of 
the  command  daily. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supply  will  be  noted;  water  barrels  will  be  kept  cov- 
ered and  washed  out  daily.  The  food,  especially  the  meat,  should  be  carefully 
watched  and  the  cooking  frequently  inspected.  The  kitchen  and  vicinity  should 
be  kept  scrupulously  clean  and  neat,  and  all  garbage  removed  daily.  No  slops 
should  be  thrown  on  the  ground.  The  tents  should  be  ventilated  daily  by  raising 
walls  of  same;  all  bedding,  etc.,  removed  and  kept  in  the  sun  at  least  two  hours 
when  practicable.  Kitchen  and  all  other  sinks  should  be  covered  daily  with  a 
few  inches  of  earth,  and  all  should  be  filled  up  when  the  contents  approach  within 
18  inches  of  the  surface,  and  the  site  of  the  same  should  be  marked. 

An  inspection  should  be  made,  and  all  men  needing  vaccination  should  be  vac- 
cinated at  once  and  a  record  of  same,  with  results,  kept. 

Personal  cleanliness  should  be  required  by  general  baths,  when  possible,  and 
certainly  by  bathing  feet  and  portions  of  body  daily. 

Reports  and  recommendations  should  be  made  to  the  commanding  officer  when 
the  conditions  require  same,  and  special  reports  to  these  headquarters  should  be 
made  if  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsupf, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  8,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  The  Surgeon-General  is  of  course  aware  that  the  authorities  have  directed 
that  the  military  force  in  this  camp  be  increased  to  about  40,000  or  50,000  total. 
In  order  that  the  Medical  Department  may  outfit  this  large  number  and  keep  them 
supplied,  especially  if  they  remain  here  in  camp  during  the  summer,  I  would 
renew  my  suggestion  of  April  26  that  a  branch  medical  supply  depot  be  estab- 
lished at  Chattanooga  or  some  other  locality  near  Chickamauga  Park.  There  will 
be  unavoidably  a  good  deal  of  confusion  among  the  new  organizations  in  getting 
established  in  camp  and  learning  regulations,  orders,  what  supplies  are  author- 
ized, how  to  get  them,  etc.,  besides  a  time  will  come  when  it  will  be  desirable  to 
turn  many  articles  into  a  medical  supply  depot. 

If  the  Quartermaster's  Department  were  urged  to  hasten  a  supply  of  tentage, 
ambulances,  harness,  medicine  wagons,  mounts,  etc.,  perhaps  it  would  facilitate 
our  organization.  In  this  connection  I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  a  pack- 
mule  train  be  authorized.  It  would  be  useful  on  the  battlefield— about  two  mules 
to  a  brigade — when  ambulances  could  not  be  taken  on  a  crowded  field. 
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If  it  is  thought  unadvisable  to  establish  a  submedieal  supply  depot  in  this 
vicinity,  but  rather  that  each  organization  make  general  and  special  requisitions 
for  supplies  of  all  kinds,  please  let  me  know  at  once,  so  that  requisitions  may  be 
forwarded  as  they  are  received. 

In  the  organization  of  a  corps  of  40,000  or  50,000  men  into  several  divisions,  etc., 
it  will  probably  be  advisable  to  establish  division  hospital  portable  buildings, 
since  buildings  rather  than  tents  can  much  more  readily  be  provided  at  this  time, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tents.  If  such  hospitals  are  established — about  three  of 
200  or  250  beds  each — medical  officers,  stewards,  privates,  medicines,  furniture,  and 
medical  supplies  must  be  provided  independent  of  the  organizations. 

Enlistment  is  going  on  and  the  regiments  are  being  rapidly  filled,  and  the  num- 
ber of  medical  officers,  stewards,  and  privates  for  each  organization  should  be 
increased  and  independent  companies  of  the  Hospital  Corps  established.  I  shall 
be  glad  to  learn  the  policy  of  the  Surgeon-General,  and  in  particular  in  these 
matters,  and  to  get  any  instructions  or  suggestions.  As  large  forces  will  soon 
gather  here,  it  is  important  that  I  work  upon  plans  and  systems. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsufp, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


6. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chiekamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  10, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  first  invoice  of  medical  supplies, 
stores,  etc.,  so  long  looked  for,  has  arrived  at  this  camp.  One  full  carload  is  now 
at  Battlefield  Station.  Other  stores  should  arrive  daily.  We  have  no  storage 
room  at  all.  Should  have  large  storage  rooms  and  offices  at  once  at  Battlefield 
Station  to  be  used  exclusively  for  medical  stores— for  receiving  and  issuing  of  the 
same.  Size  of  store-room  required,  about  2,500  square  feet  of  floor;  building  about 
100  feet  long,  25  feet  wide,  and  16  feet  high;  shelving  on  one  side  of  building. 
Maj.E.T.  Comegys,  surgeon,  will  be  ordered  to  report  here  for  duty  as  acting 
medical  purveyor. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


7. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chiekamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  10,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Immediately  on  receipt  of  your  letter  of  May  7  I  wrote  the  commanding 
general  here  that  a  submedieal  purvey  establishment  had  been  ordered  here;  that 
a  medical  officer  had  been  ordered  here  as  purveyor,  and  requested  that  a  store- 
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room  for  medical  supplies,  25  by  100  feet,  be  provided  at  once.  There  are  no 
storerooms  or  buildings  that  can  be  used  as  such  in  or  near  this  park,  and  store- 
rooms will  have  to  be  built  for  all  the  different  military  departments. 

As  the  Surgeon-General  knows  perhaps  better  than  I  do  to  what  extent  the 
incoming  volunteer  regiments  will  be  supplied,  and  therefore  what  supplies  will 
be  necessary  for  this  command  of  40,000  or  50,000,  it  is  presumed  that  the  supplies 
necessary  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  without  requisition,  especially  as  Major 
Comegys  can  not  reach  here  for  several  days,  and  many  of  the  supplies  will  be 
required  at  once,  or  very  soon. 

The  number  of  Hospital  Corps  here  is  limited.  I  need  an  experienced  hospital 
steward  in  my  office  at  once,  and  the  medical  purveyor  will  need  stewards  and 
clerks  before  he  can  properly  receive  and  issue  supplies. 

I  wrote  you  in  brief  on  the  8th  of  what  seemed  to  be  necessary  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  medical  department  of  this  command,  its  necessities,  etc.  I  deferred 
elaborating,  and  now  wait  for  directions  or  suggestions  from  your  office.  I  have 
not  learned  whether  the  volunteer  regiments  will  have  members  of  the  Hospital 
Corps,  and  if  so  what  number,  nor  whether.it  is  the  intention  of  the  Surgeon- 
General  to  send  companies  of  the  Hospital  Corps  here. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


8. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  10, 1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  all  the  regiments  of  this  camp  are 
under  orders  as  follows: 


Medical  officers. 

Hospital  Corps. 

Ambu- 

Organization. 

Hospital 
steward. 

Assistant 
hospital 
steward. 

Pri- 
vates. 

lances  in 
good 
order. 

Capt.  Heyl,  Lieut.  Webber 

Capt.  Ives,  Lieut.  Wilson 

1 

1 
1 

2 
2 
1 
1 

12 

10 
7 
9 

12 
9 
8 
5 
8 

10 

3 

Second  Cavalry 

Third  Cavalry 

3 

Capt.  Snyder,  Lieut.  Smith 

3 

Sixth  Cavalry 

Maj .  McCreery ,  Lieut.  Stone . . . 

3 

Tenth  Cavalry 

Second  Infantry 

Capt.  Brewer,  Lieut.  Fuller 

2 

Capt.  Banister 

2 

Seventh  Infantry 

Ei  ghth  Infantry 

Capt.Hallock 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Twelfth  Infantry 

Sixteenth  Infantry. . . 

Capt.  Wales 

1 

1 

2 

Maj,  Wood 

2 

Total 

4 

10 

90 

24 

The  hospital  department  of  every  command  is  fully  provided  with  hospital,  wall, 
and  common  tents.  We  are  using  the  carload  of  medical  stores  and  supplies,  and 
every  command  will  have  a  fair  supply  of  medicines  and  stores,  field  furniture, 
mess  chests,  bedding,  etc.  Blanks  and  stationery  have  also  been  issued  to  all. 
Every  command  will  leave  here  in  good  condition.    Health  of  command  good.    The 
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number  of  sick  left  here  from  all  the  commands  is  seven — two  cases  of  measles 
from  Sixteenth  Infantry,  who  will  be  put  into  tents  near  our  headquarters  and 
properly  cared  for. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Swgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chiekamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  14,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  small  invoice  of  medical  supplies — 
perhaps  one  carload — has  been  received  this  day,  dated  St.  Louis,  May  9.  Other 
and  larger  invoices  are  expected  daily. 

As  yet  no  storeroom  for  medical  supplies  has  been  built  at  Battlefield  Station, 
and  this  a.  m.  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this  command  informed  me  that  he  had 
received  no  authority  to  build  a  storeroom  for  medical  supplies  at  that  station. 
If  such  storeroom  is  not  constructed  at  once,  as  requested  in  my  letter  of  10th 
instant,  I  recommend  that  a  suitable  storeroom  be  hired  in  Chattanooga.  The 
space  stated  to  be  as  required  in  my  communication  of  the  10th  might  perhaps  be 
reduced  to  1,500  or  2,000  square  feet  of  floor  space,  instead  of  2,500. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


10. 

Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chiekamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  14, 1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  latest  official  advices  are  that  at 
least  40,000  volunteers  will  arrive  in  this  park — arrivals  expected  daily,  and  the 
whole  force  should  be  here  in  a  few  days.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what  supplies, 
if  any,  they  will  bring;  nor  whether  hospital  stewards  and  privates  of  the  Hos- 
pital Corps  will  come  into  the  field  with  the  separate  commands.  So,  for  the 
present,  I  inclose  requisition  for  medical  supplies  for  20,000  men,  there  being  no 
supplies  here,  for  three  months;  also  for  4  medical  officers,  4  hospital  stewards, 
and  30  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps.  The  medical  officers,  stewards,  and  pri- 
vates are  for  division  hospitals,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy : 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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11. 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  17,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Corps. 

Sir:  The  volunteer  regiments  rapidly  arriving  at  this  camp  are  without  hos- 
pital tentage  or  any  hospital  provision  for  the  sick.  The  amount  of  hospital 
tentage  now  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster  here — 10  hospital  tents — is  entirely 
inadequate  to  meet  the  demands.  I  have  this  day  made  requisition  for  80  hos- 
pital, 100  wall,  and  100  common  tents.  As  it  will  be  impossible  to  furnish  any 
tentage  soon,  I  recommend  that  portable  frame  buildings  be  constructed  at  once. 
The  buildings  might  be  rudely  constructed — few  windows  and  doors,  board  roof. 
Width  of  buildings  to  be  about  18  feet;  height  about  8  or  10  feet,  and  length  400 
feet,  divided  into  sections. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army 


F. 

Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  20,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  of  the  number  of  regiments  of  volunteers 
already  in  camp  here — about  40 — not  one  has  brought  with  it  any  privates  of  a 
hospital  corps,  notwithstanding  most  of  the  regiments  had  a  well-equipped, 
trained,  and  disciplined  hospital  corps.  The  privates  in  the  several  States  to 
which  reference  is  made  were  willing  and  anxious  to  enlist  as  privates  in  the 
Hospital  Corps,  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  do  so.  The  regiments  are  greatly 
crippled  for  want  of  experienced  nurses  and  attendants.  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  authority  be  given  for  the  enlistment  of  privates  of  the  Hospital 
Corps  for  the  different  States,  and  that  they  be  directed  to  report,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  the  regimental  organizations  with  which  they  served  before  being  called 
out  of  the  State. 

At  present,  details  for  the  care  of  the  sick  have  to  be  made,  which  materially 
reduces  the  fighting  strength  and  does  not  furnish  a  suitable  force  for  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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K. 

[Telegram.] 

May  24. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
A  number  of  typhoid  fever  and  other  serious  diseases.     Need  ice,  milk,  and  so 
forth.    Want  money  for  same — $200  or  more. 

Hartsuff,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


27. 
Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps,  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  26, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  health  of  the  troops  in  this  camp 
is  greatly  endangered  by  the  sale  of  bad  eatables  and  drinkables,  which  are  daily 
sold  in  all  parts  of  the  camp  by  all  classes  and  conditions  of  persons.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  nuisance  be  abolished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  only  those 
who  are  responsible  and  hold  proper  authority  be  allowed  to  sell  food  and  drink 
on  Chickamauga  Park  grounds. 

In  this  connection  I  also  ask  your  attention  to  the  very  unsanitary  condition  of 
the  grounds  around  Battlefield  Station.  The  health  of  a  portion  of  this  command 
is  endangered  by  the  filthiness  of  the  depot  grounds.  The  civil  authorities  should 
correct  the  nuisance  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


12. 

[Telegram.] 

May  27. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Amount  of  medicines  and  supplies  very  limited.    Demand  great.    Send  supplies 
of  all  kinds  at  once.    Instruments,  medicines,  and  mess  chests  wanted. 

Hartsuff,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff. 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


13. 
Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  31,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  indorsement  of  May  29,  relating  to  number  of  mounts 
for  hospital  corps,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows: 

The  estimate  of  May  27  was  made  from  a  schedule  sent  me  by  Col.  C.  R.  Green- 
leaf,  assistant  surgeon-general,  United  States  Army,  by  direction  of  Major-General 
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Miles.  If  that  schedule  is  to  observed  the  number  of  horses  and  equipments  nec- 
essary to  mount  the  hospital  corps  of  the  First  and  Third  Corps,  the  artillery 
brigade,  and  three  regiments  of  cavalry  is  as  follows: 


Horses 319 

Saddles, complete ---  319 

Saddlebags -  319 

Saddle  blankets 319 

Surcingles - - 319 

Bridles,  complete,  curb. 319 

Watering  bridles 319 

Links 319 

Halters,  complete 319 

Spurs,  pairs 319 


Spur  straps - - 319 

Canteen  and  straps 319 

Lariats 319 

Lariat  straps 319 

Picket  pins 319 

Sidelines 319 

Nosebags 319 

Horse  brushes - 319 

Currycombs 319 


Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

a.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


14. 

Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  2,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  It  is  impossible  to  determine  from  the  schedule  (circular  letter  of  May  20, 
1898)  just  who  are  to  be  mounted,  and  therefore  how  many  mounts  are  required 
for  the  hospital  corps.  Please  make  the  matter  plain  by  stating,  as  near  as  pos- 
sible, who  in  the  schedule  should  be  mounted.  As  we  are  now  trying  to  obtain 
mounts,  an  early  reply  is  requested. 

I  answered  your  inquiry  of  May  26  on  this  subject,  but  my  information  was  not 
clear  and  sufficient,  hence  the  answer  was  probably  incorrect. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


15. 

Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon. 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  2,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  number  of  organizations  that 
have  arrived  in  this  park  for  organization  and  equipment  up  to  date  is  as  follows: 
Infantry,  53  regiments;  cavalry,  9  regiments;  artillery,  19  batteries. 

Many  of  the  volunteer  organizations  came  without  arms,  uniforms,  or  supplies 
of  any  kind.  Some  of  the  regiments  had  a  very  limited  medical  supply,  having 
been  furnished  by  their  States  with  a  supply  for  ten  days  only — which  was  nearly 
gone  on  their  arrival  here.  A  few  regiments  arrived  with  a  little  larger  supply. 
The  volunteer  regiments  are  slowly  learning  the  often  repeated  lessons  of 
economy. 

7833 13 
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Owing  to  the  present  need  for  medical  supplies  on  the  part  of  the  many  regi- 
ments arriving  here  daily,  and  of  regiments  departing,  and  the  limited  supplies 
on  hand,  a  book  account  with  each  regiment  had  to  be  opened  and  the  supplies 
absolutely  necessary  for  a  few  days  only  were  issued.  To  the  regiments  leaving 
here  it  has  been  the  practice  to  issue  a  larger  supply — all  that  could  be  spared. 
The  demand  for  certain  articles  has  been  very  great  and,  as  all  were  exhausted, 
purchases  have  been  made  and  are  being  made. 

Little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  organizing,  all  our  energies  having  been 
directed  to  getting  organizations  into  and  out  of  camp  and  helping  them  to 
absolute  necessities  in  all  the  different  departments.  Until  within  a  few  days  we 
have  had  almost  no  privates  of  the  hospital  corps  (have  now  nearly  100) ;  few 
ambulances  with  team  and  as  yet  have  no  mounts. 

The  chief  quartermaster  here  has  been  requested  to  furnish  tentage,  means  of 
transportation,  and  mounts,  but  the  demand  has  been  so  great  that  requisitions 
could  not  be  filled,  and  the  Medical  Department  has  taken  its  turn.  We  are  now 
getting  quartermaster's  supplies  much  more  freely,  and  it  is  said  all  requests  on 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  soon  be  filled. 

I  have  just  directed  the  acting  medical  purveyor  here  to  report  to  me  at  once 
the  amount  of  medical  supplies  received  by  him  and  the  date  of  their  receipt. 

As  soon  as  sufficient  supplies  can  be  obtained  issues  will  be  made  regularly,  on 
special  requisitions,  for  a  three  months'  supply.  As  yet  no  instruments  of  any 
kind  have  been  received  except  10  field  cases,  old  pattern,  which  many  surgeons 
here  object  to  using. 

I  have  kept  this  letter  open  for  one  day,  hoping  I  would  be  able  to  inform  you 
of  the  dates  and  amounts  of  supplies  received  here  by  the  acting  medical  purveyor 
and  of  supplies  wanted.  The  purveyor  reports  to  me  now  that  he  is  preparing 
his  report  to  me,  but  it  is  not  yet  finished.  Will  send  his  report  as  soon  as  I 
receive  it. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


B. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  13,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  L.  R.  1147,  complaint  of  surgeon  Sixth  Ohio  Infantry 
that  he  is  unable  to  secure  certain  medical  supplies,  etc.,  I  have  the  honor  to  state 
as  follows: 

I  have  no  recollection  of  this  particular  case,  and  do  not  at  all  question  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement  in  general.  That  I  may  have  not  approved  the  request 
on  the  acting  medical  purveyor  for  medicines  is  true,  but  it  is  also  true  that  in  no 
case  have  I  ever  refused  to  approve  any  request  for  medicines  and  medical  sup- 
plies on  the  supply  officer,  if  the  articles  were  on  hand,  without  explaining  fully 
that  at  least  one  division  hospital  of  the  corps  was  in  full  working  order,  and  the 
articles  for  which  requisition  was  made  could  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
division  hospital.  The  First  Division  hospital  of  the  First  Corps  has  been 
equipped  and  in  running  order  for  several  weeks,  and  the  Third  Division  hospital 
of  tne  First  Corps  was  equipped  with  supplies,  etc.,  as  early  as  the  9th  instant. 

From  the  date  of  arrival  of  the  first  volunteer  regiment  at  this  camp  med- 
ical supplies  have  been  issued  to  all  regiments  without  requisition  or  receipt,  and 
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as  fully  as  the  limited  amount  on  hand  would  warrant.  A  book  account  was 
kept  with  regiments  by  the  medical  supply  officer,  and  all  requests  for  medical 
supplies  received  immediate  attention.  An  account  of  stock  could  not  be  taken, 
invoices  and  receipts  could  not  be  made  out,  and  when  the  Surgeon-General  of 
the  Army  called  on  me  by  telegraph  for  information  as  to  medical  supplies  the 
acting  medical  purveyor  informed  me  that  he  had  been  so  busy  that  he  could  not 
let  me  know  what  had  been  received  and  what  was  needed.  By  the  1st  of  June 
the  great  incoming  rush  of  regiments  to  this  camp  was  reduced,  when  I  sent  out 
a  circular  as  follows: 

In  future,  medicines  and  supplies  should  be  issued,  so  far  as  possible,  on  regular  blank  forms 
and  for  three  months'  supply.  Requisitions  to  be  consolidated  and  drawn  by  the  division  sur- 
geons on  the  medical  supply  depot.    Issues  to  be  made  by  division  surgeons  to  regiments. 

Notwithstanding  this,  little  slips  of  paper  continued  to  come  to  me  from  regi- 
ments, brought  by  soldiers,  in  many  cases  having  neither  date,  heading,  nor  sig- 
nature, and  with  the  names  of  certain  drugs  written  thereon — not  the  amounts — 
many  of  which  were  not  on  the  supply  table.  Issues  were  still  made  in  the 
irregular  manner  named,  and  in  each  case  was  the  information  repeated  that 
great  irregularities  must  gradually  cease  and  order,  system,  and,  finally,  organi- 
zation be  established. 

As  already  stated,  I  have  no  personal  recollection  of  this  case.  It  is  the  first 
complaint  of  any  kind  that  I  have  heard,  and,  as  we  are  so  far  advanced  in  our 
work  now,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  the  last. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


16. 

[Telegram.] 

Chickamauga  Park,  June  28,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Desks,  pouches,  medical  chests,  surgical  instruments  urgently  needed.     Com- 
mand about  to  move. 

Hartsuff, 

Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


17. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  5,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United.  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 

report  that  this  command  is  so  constantly  changing  that  it  has  been  difficult  to 

determine  the  basis  on  which  to  make  estimates.  At  first  the  command  was  small 

and  mostly  of  regulars;  they  were  ordered  away,  and  then,  as  3  corps  commanders 
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were  here,  it  was  understood  3  corps  would  be  organized  here,  but  no  troops 
have  ever  been  assigned  to  the  Sixth  Corps;  and  as  the  corps  commander,  Major- 
General  Wilson,  has  just  been  ordered  away  in  command  of  the  First  Division, 
First  Army  Corps,  the  Sixth  Corps  is  not  considered  in  estimates  for  the  army 
here.  The  First  Corps,  fully  completed,  27  regiments  (about  33,000  men) ,  has  this 
day  been  reduced  by  2  brigades— 6  regiments— ordered  away. 

The  Third  Corps  is  being  formed  very  slowly,  only  2  regiments  having  been 
assigned  to  it  within  the  past  month.  Its  aggregate  force  now  is  14  regiments. 
Besides  the  above,  there  are  3  cavalry  regiments  and  11  light  batteries  here.  Total, 
about  47,000  men,  minus  6  regiments  ordered  away. 

In  view  of  all  the  conditions  here  to-day,  estimates  for  supplies  are  made  for  2 
full  corps,  though  that  force  is  likely  to  be  reduced  very  soon  and  not  likelv  to  be 
increased.  The  regiments  from  the  different  States  that  have  reported  here  have, 
as  a  rule,  arrived  without  medical  outfits.  The  inclosed  list  is  obtained  by  care- 
ful personal  inspection  of  the  regiments  by  Maj.  Charles  F.  Mason,  United  States 
Volunteers. 

Thirty-two  medical  chests,  Nos.  1  and  2,  have  been  received;  30  recently  issued 
to  the  First  and  2  issued  to  the  Third  Corps. 

Estimating  for  2  full  corps,  27  regiments  each,  70  sets  are  required.  Number 
received,  32;  number  wanted,  38. 

Number  of  surgical  chests,  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  sterilizer  chests  required  for  2 
corps,  24.     Number  received,  13;  number  wanted,  11. 

These  estimates  and  issues  have  been  made  with  the  understanding  that  the 
State  property  would  be  sent  home  on  receipt  of  the  Government  property. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


C. 

[Circular  letter.] 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  7,  1898. 
The  attention  of  chief  surgeons  and  other  medical  officers  is  called  to  a  com- 
munication from  this  office,  dated  June  2,  1898,  as  follows: 

In  future  medicines  and  supplies  should  be  issued,  so  far  as  possible,  on  regular  blank  forms 
and  for  three  months'  supply. 

Requisitions  to  be  consolidated  and  drawn  by  the  division  surgeon  on  the  medical  supply 
depot.    Issues  to  be  made  by  division  surgeons  to  regiments. 

The  instructions  in  said  communication  are  repeated.  The  chief  surgeons 
should  instruct  surgeons  in  charge  of  division  hospitals  to  make  requisitions  for 
three  months'  supply  for  the  division  hospitals  and  regiments  of  the  divisions. 

All  requisitions  should  be  properly  prepared  on  special  requisition  blank  forms 
and  approved  by  the  chief  surgeon  of  this  command.  No  issues,  except  in  cases 
of  emergencies  or  by  direction  of  the  general  commanding,  should  be  made 
without  the  approval  of  the  chief  surgeon.    ■ 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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18. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  8,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  directed  the  medical  supply  officer  here  to  examine  his  stock  on 
hand  carefully,  and  then  make  a  special  requisition  at  once  to  supplement  his 
stock,  so  that  he  will  have  a  supply  for  2  corps  for  three  months;  and  to  as 
nearly  as  possible  keep  such  a  stock  on  hand  at  all  times.  It  is  thought  the 
requisition  as  above  will  be  forwarded  to-day. 

There  has  been  much  difference  of  opinion  here  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  Field- 
Supply  Table.  I  have  decided  as  follows:  That  the  supply  of  medicines,  antisep- 
tics and  disinfectants,  hospital  stores,  stationery,  appliances,  and  dressings,  on 
pages  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  Field-Supply  Table,  is  for  1,000  men  for  six  months. 

The  heading  on  page  7  is  perhaps  misleading,  and  if  the  amount  given  under 
that  heading  is  for  a  division  hospital  of  200  patients  for  six  months,  and  also  for 
all  the  regiments  in  the  division,  as  per  note  at  foot  of  sixth  page,  the  amount  is 
entirely  inadequate. 

Are  the  expendable  articles  given  in  Field-Supply  Table  intended  for  1 ,000  men 
for  six  months? 

How  many  medical  chests,  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  how  many  surgical  chests,  Nos.  1 
and  2,  with  sterilizers,  and  how  many  field  operating  cases  (page  14)  are  intended 
for  a  division  hospital,  including  the  reserve  division  hospital?  The  Field-Supply 
Table  is  silent  on  subject. 

I  have  directed  2  sets  of  medical  chests,  and  2  sets  of  surgical  chests  with 
sterilizers,  to  be  issued  to  division  hospitals;  and  1  set  of  surgical  chests,  with 
sterilizer,  to  be  issued  to  division  ambulance  train,  as  per  Field-Supply  Table, 
page  18. 

One  field  desk  and  1  set  of  medical  chests,  Nos.  1  and  2,  are  the  only  unex- 
pendable  property  issued  to  the  regimental  surgeons. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-Genercl,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General.  U.  S.  Army. 


19. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  July  9,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  The  medical  supply  officer  here  has  repeatedly  been  directed  by  me  to  make 
requisition  for  supplies  according  to  Field-Supply  Table  for  at  least  two  full 
corps  and  to  have  supplies  on  hand  sufficient  to  meet  any  probable  conditions. 
The  communication  as  follows  was  sent  to  him  yesterday: 

You  should  make  special  requisitions,  so  as  to  keep  your  stock  of  medical  supplies  on  hand  at 
all  times  equal  to  the  allowance  of  two  full  corps  of  twenty-seven  regiments  each,  as  per  Field 
Supply  Table  for  three  months. 

It  has  always  been  difficult,  and  often  impossible,  to  get  desired  information 
from  the  medical  supply  officer.    What  is  reported  to  Washington  daily  by  Gen- 
eral Brooke  I  obtain  daily  from  the  supply  officer. 
I  inclose  copies  of  my  recent  circulars  on  subject  of  supplies. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
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[Inclosure  1.] 

circular  letter. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  7,  1898. 
The  attention  of  chief  surgeons  and  other  medical  officers  is  called  to  a  communication  from 
this  office,  dated  June  2,  1898,  as  follows: 

"In  future  medicines  and  supplies  should  be  issued,  so  far  as  possible,  on  regular  blank  forms, 
and  for  three  months'  supply.  Requisitions  to  be  consolidated  and  drawn  by  the  division  sur- 
geon on  the  medical  supply  depot.    Issues  to  be  made  by  division  surgeons  to  regiments.'" 

The  instructions  in  said  communication  are  repeated.  The  chief  surgeons  should  direct  sur- 
geons in  charge  of  division  hospitals  to  make  requisitions  for  three  months'  supply  for  the  division 
hospitals  and  regiments  of  the  divisions. 

All  requisitions  should  be  properly  prepared  on  special  requisition  blank  forms  and  approved 
by  the  chief  surgeon  of  this  command.  No  issues,  except  in  cases  of  emergency  or  by  direction 
of  the  Major-General  Commanding,  should  be  made  without  the  approval  of  the  chief  surgeon. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  'Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[Inclosure  No.  2.] 
CIRCULAR  letter. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  9,  1898. 
It  must  be  understood  by  chief  surgeons  of  corps,  in  directing  surgeons  of  division  hospitals 
to  make  requisitions  for  supplies  for  three  months,  that  the  amount  required  will  supplement 
the  amount  on  hand— requisitions  to  state  amount  on  hand— so  that  the  total  amount  will 
be  for  three  months.  The  amount  of  medicines,  etc.,  allowed  in  Field-Supply  Table,  commenc- 
ing page  7,  is  for  1,000  men  for  six  months.  For  nine  regiments  for  three  months  the  amount 
would  be  four  and  one-half  times  the  amount  given  on  page  7  as  above. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 
A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


D. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  11,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General. 

Sir:  I  have  just  made  a  partial  inspection  of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 
and  find  the  sanitary  conditions  in  many  respects  bad;  especially  is  that  the  case 
in  the  First  Mississippi  and  First  and  Second  Arkansas.  The  camps  of  the  regi- 
ments named  are  thoroughly  insanitary.  There  are  large  numbers  of  typhoid 
fever  cases  in  each  regiment.  I  recommend  an  immediate  change  of  camp. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy : 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


H. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  11, 1898. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Huidekoper, 

Chief  Surgeon,  First  Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
Sir:  I  inspected  the  division  hospital,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  to-day, 
and  found  a  very  large  number  of  patients,  about  180,  and  perhaps  60  of  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  who  were  left  behind  and  about  to  be  admitted  to  hospital. 
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The  attendants  of  the  Hospital  Corps  numbered  about  26,  besides  18  temporarily 
detailed  to  duty  in  the  hospital.  No  acting  stewards  were  on  duty.  One  clerk 
only — a  regimental  steward — was  reported  to  me.  I  learned  that  no  reports  of 
any  kind  had  been  made  for  June,  and  no  records  are  now  being  kept  and  no 
reports  rendered.  There  are  little,  if  any,  data  in  the  hospital  from  which  to 
make  a  report.  The  medical  officers  and  attendants  complain  that  they  can  not 
do  justice  to  their  patients,  being  greatly  overworked,  and  that  appeared  to  be 
the  case.  Forty  men  can  not  do  possibly  the  work  of  so  large  a  hospital.  A 
much  larger  force  of  men  should  be  placed  on  duty  at  once;  acting  hospital  stew- 
ards should  be  appointed  without  delay;  a  proper  clerical  force  should  be  detailed, 
and  all  the  books  and  records  of  the  hospital  put  in  proper  condition  immediately 
and  reports  rendered. 

In  view  of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  the  hospital,  I  will  to-morrow  assume 
charge  of  it  for  a  few  days  and  try  to  put  it  in  order.  Please  direct  Majors  Bir- 
mingham and  Mason  to  report  to  me  early  in  the  morning,  July  12.  Also  direct 
60  of  the  best  men  of  the  hospital  corps  of  the  reserve  ambulance  or  hospital  com- 
pany, First  Corps,  to  report  to  me  at  the  hospital,  First  Division,  First  Corps,  at 
8  a.  m.,  July  12 — temporary  detail. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


20. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  14, 189S. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  It  is  learned  that  throughout  this  command  there  are  not  sufficient  blank 
forms  No.  25  on  hand  for  keeping  record  and  rendering  report  of  sick  and  wounded. 
If  the  chief  surgeons  of  the  First  and  Third  Corps  have  not  been  already  supplied, 
it  is  requested  that  1,000  sheets  1  and  200  sheets  2  be  sent  to  me  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


G. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  14,  189S. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  the  organization  and  general  man- 
agement of  division  hospitals  there  are  great  and  seemingly  unsurmountable 
difficulties,  resulting  sometimes  most  injuriously  to  patients,  regimental  organi- 
zations, officers,  and  the  government  at  large. 

Division  hospitals  are  established  and  equipped  in  each  division  for  200  patients; 
officers,  stewards,  and  hospital  corps  privates,  somewhat  over  100,  are  provided  to 
care  for  the  patients  and  conduct  the  hospital.     The  amount  of  Government 
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property — quartermasters',  ordnance,  and  medical — provided  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment is  large  and  the  proper  responsibility  great.  Few  medical  officers  are 
by  nature  or  habit  qualified  to  organize  and  manage  such  an  organization  and 
properly  care  for  the  property,  etc.  During  my  experience  in  this  camp,  for 
nearly  three  months,  I  have  seen  many  sad  failures.  Doubtless  one  of  the  unfor- 
tunate conditions  has  been  the  frequent  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  hospital. 
Not  only  has  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital  been  suddenly  relieved,  but 
other  medical  officers  and  hospital  stewards — the  latter  often  in  charge  of  the 
books  and  records — have  been  suddenly  relieved,  owing  perhaps  to  the  movement 
of  their  regiments,  and  their  places  had  to  be  supplied  by  officers  and  men  in  no 
way  familiar  with  their  new  duties. 

Now  that  a  hospital  corps  is  organized,  much  of  the  confusion  of  the  past  should 
be  corrected.  Acting  hospital  stewards  should  be  detailed,  and  clerks,  ward  mas- 
ters, cooks,  and  all  other  men  necessary  to  conducting  the  hospital  put  in  their 
proper  places  and  never  changed.  When  it  is  found  desirable  to  temporarily 
detach  hospital  corx>s  men  from  the  division  hospital,  the  attendants  should  be 
taken,  but  the  office  clerks,  property  clerk,  ward  masters,  cooks,  etc.,  above  men- 
tioned should  never  be  disturbed  and  under  no  circumstances  should  any  papers, 
records,  or  books  which  constitute  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  hospital  be  even 
temporarily  removed  therefrom. 

Regimental  medical  officers  and  regimental  hospital  stewards  must  be  with 
their  regiments  when  they  move,  so  they  are  generally  with  the  division  hospitals 
for  a  short  time  only.  That  is  unfortunate,  but|unavoidable.  There  should  be 
some  means,  however,  by  which  the  surgeon  in  charge  would  be  more  permanent, 
and  I  know  of  no  way  of  effecting  that  except  by  appointing  a  brigade  surgeon  to 
that  position  and  making  him  permanently  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  division 
hospital.  Thus,  the  surgeon  in  charge,  the  office  clerks  and  property  clerk,  the 
ward  masters,  cooks,  etc.,  would  never  be  changed,  even  though  the  force  of  the 
Hospital  Corps  should  be  increased  or  diminished  to  any  extent,  and  the  records, 
reports,  and  papers  always  be  made  promptly,  the  patients  cared  for  more  effi- 
ciently, Government  property  saved  from  damage  or  utter  ruin,  and  waste  of  all 
kinds  prevented  or  largely  reduced. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  16,  1S98. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  11th  instant  states:  "It  is  believed  that  the  allowance  of 
medical  chests  Nos.  1  and  2  and  surgical  chests  Nos.  1  and  2  and  sterilizer  chests 
are  clearly  laid  down  in  the  '  Field-Supply  Table.'  On  page  11  it  will  be  seen  that 
each  division  hospital  is  to  have  one  each  medical  chests  1  and  2  and  one  each 
surgical  chests  1  and  2  and  one  sterilizer  chest."  From  this  it  is  inferred  that 
the  number  of  each  of  the  articles  unexpendable,  on  pages  10  and  11,  is  the  total 
allowance  for  a  division  hospital.  If  this  is  your  decision  you  will  greatly  oblige 
by  announcing  the  same,  and  I  will  immediately  direct  the  supply  officer  and  the 
commands  here  as  to  the  decision. 
In  the  requisitions  and  issues  here  we  have  not  conformed  to  the  ' '  Field-Supply 
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Table"  as  given  on  pages  7,  8,  9, 10,  and  11,  and  those  pages  have  been  stumbling 
blocks  to  us.  Surely  it  can  not  be  supposed  that  the  amounts  named  on  those 
pages  are  sufficient  for  a  hospital  of  200  sick  men;  and,  if  not,  is  each  officer  to  be 
controlled  by  his  own  opinion  and  have  no  guide?  In  each  of  the  division  hos- 
pitals here  (5)  there  is  an  average  of  about  140  patients.  Many  of  the  cases  are 
very  sick,  though  the  general  health  of  the  command  is  not  bad. 

Is  a  field  hospital  of  200  beds  to  have  :  Basins,  wash,  hand,  4;  pillows,  60  ;  bed- 
pans, 2;  buckets,  7;  mess  chests,  2;  cups,  spit,  3;  lanterns,  3,  etc.,  from  pages  10 
and  11;  and,  if  not,  what  shall  be  the  number?  It  is  the  universal  opinion  here 
among  the  medical  officers  also  that  there  should  be  a  greater  allowance  of  medi- 
cal chests  Nos.  1  and  2  and  surgical  chests  Nos.  1  and  2.  It  is  thought  that  there 
should  be  at  least  one  surgical  chest  in  each  brigade.  The  brigades  will  fre- 
quently be  detached  from  the  divisions  and  will  then  be  without  a  surgical  set; 
besides,  if  the  divisions  should  at  all  times  be  complete  one  surgical  set  would 
probably  not  be  enough. 

Two  sets  of  chests,  medical  and  surgical,  have  been  issued  to  each  of  the  divi- 
sion hospitals,  First  Corps;  one  from  each  division  I  will  order  returned  as  soon  as 
I  am  directed  to  do  so  from  your  office. 

I  have  this  day  directed  the  supply  officer  that  until  further  orders  he  will  be 
guided  in  his  issues  as  follows: 

Desks,  1  to  each  regiment,  brigade,  division,  ambulance  company,  and  corps; 
corps  of  27  regiments,  48. 

Medical  chests,  sets,  1  to  each  regiment,  and  1  to  each  division  hospital;  corps 
of  27  regiments,  31. 

Surgical  chests  and  sterilizers,  1  to  each  division  hospital  and  1  to  each  ambu- 
lance company;  corps  of  27  regiments,  8. 

Hospital-Corps  pouches,  1  to  each  private  of  the  Hospital  Corps;  about  800, 
minus  the  number  of  mounted  orderlies  of  the  Hospital  Corps  (89),  who  will 
carry  orderly  pouches. 

Case,  emergency,  1  to  each  division  hospital,  4. 

Case,  pocket,  3  to  each  division  hospital,  12. 

Microscope,  1  to  each  division  hospital,  4. 

Chests,  mess,  2  to  each  division  hospital,  8. 

Litters,  10  to  each  division  hospital,  40;  20  to  each  ambulance  train,  80;  2  to 
each  regiment,  to  corps  54;  total,  174. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff. 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


E. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  17,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  sanitary  recommendations  as  follows: 
First.  That  the  Signal  Corps  be  moved  to  another  camp  ground.  They  have 
occupied  the  present  camp  ground  several  months,  and,  owing  to  the  present  large 
increase  of  the  company,  they  are  now  too  much  crowded.  Their  large  corral  is 
too  close  to  their  camp  and  to  headquarters.  It  is  difficult  to  keep  their  camp 
grounds  and  corral  clean — and  they  are  not  kept  clean. 
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Second.  That  a  number  of  sites,  as  few  as  possible,  be  selected  and  conveniently- 
located  for  dumping  grounds  for  this  whole  park;  that  all  the  dumping  grounds 
be  remote  from  wells,  springs,  and  creeks,  and  on  high,  open  ground  from  whence 
there  can  be  no  contamination  to  water  supply,  and  where  the  material  can  be 
destroyed  by  fire  as  much  as  possible.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  limits  of  the 
dumping  grounds  well  defined  and  the  area  reduced  as  much  as  possible,  not  only 
because  it  would  be  less  of  a  nuisance  in  a  small  area,  but  if  this  park  is  to  be 
occupied  as  a  camp  ground  a  long  time,  as  much  clean,  unpolluted  territory  as 
possible  should  be  preserved.  At  present  the  grounds  are  rapidly  being  covered 
by  garbage,  each  regiment  having  its  own  dumping  grounds. 

Third.  That,  so  far  as  possible,  all  the  regiments  of  this  command  change  camp. 
Many  of  the  regiments  have  been  in  camp  two  months  or  more  without  a  change, 
and  the  camp  has  become  more  or  less  saturated.  I  think  a  change  will  be  largely 
beneficial  to  health  of  each  regiment;  and  especially  would  that  be  the  case  if  in 
connection  with  the  change  each  regiment  or  brigade  should  leave  the  park  and 
make  easy  marches  for  a  few  days,  and  return  into  a  new,  clean  camp. 

Fourth.  That  if  the  First  Division,  First  Corps,  is  to  remain  in  camp  here  for 
more  than  a  few  days,  then  the  division  hospital  of  that  division  should  be  moved 
onto  better  ground.  The  hospital  named  has  been  on  the  ground  where  it  is  two 
months  or  more.  The  ground  is  low  and  flat  with  little,  if  any,  natural  drainage, 
and  is  now  especially  objectionable  because  of  its  long  occupancy.  There  are 
beautiful  locations  for  a  hospital  on  Snodgrass  Hill,  which  I  have  personally 
inspected,  and  General  Boynton  says  he  will  be  glad  to  bore  wells  there  for  a 
hospital  as  soon  as  it  is  determined  to  locate  one  there. 

Fifth.  The  sanitary  condition  of  Lytle  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  troops 
of  this  park  and  a  nuisance  in  every  particular.  It  should  be  thoroughly  cleaned 
and  kept  properly  policed,  or  so  far  as  possible  none  of  the  forces  of  this  com- 
mand other  than  those  authorized  should  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  town  for 
any  purpose  whatever. 

Sixth.  That  all  wells,  springs,  water  holes,  etc.,  that  have  been  condemned  or 
that  are  at  all  suspicious  should  be  filled  up  or  destroyed  as  far  as  possible  so 
that  drinking  water  can  not  be  obtained  from  them. 

Seventh.  That  the  attention  of  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commanders 
be  especially  directed  to  the  great  importance  of  using  the  filters  recently  issued 
by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  that  no  water  not  filtered  through  those 
filters  or  boiled  should  be  used  for  drinking  purposes.  A  strict  observance  of 
the  directions  recommended  here  as  to  the  use  of  drinking  water  would  surely 
drive  typhoid  fever  and  some  other  diseases  from  this  camp  and  command. 

Eighth.  That  all  hucksters,  peddlers  of  food  and  drink  other  than  those  author- 
ized to  sell  eggs  and  pure  milk  be  entirely  kept  out  of  this  command  and  away 
from  this  park.  A  great  many  hucksters  are  on  these  park  grounds  daily,  and 
each  day  they  sell  all  kinds  of  food  and  drinks.  Melons  and  poor  fruit  in  large 
quantities  are  daily  sold  here. 

Ninth.  That  there  should  be  a  very  careful  general  supervision  of  all  the  can- 
teens in  this  park;  that  all  food  dangerous  under  any  circumstances  to  the 
health  of  the  command  be  excluded,  and  that  drinks  in  quality  and  quantity  be 
regulated. 

An  observance  of  the  above  recommendations  will,  I  am  sure,  materially  reduce 
the  sick  and  death  list  of  this  command  and  keep  the  men  in  ranks,  and  thus  very 
substantially  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  command. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsufp, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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I. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  19,  1898. 
The  Chief  Surgeon,  Third  Corps. 

Sir:  When  the  First  and  Second  divisions,  First  Corps,  leave  here,  very  soon, 
a  large  number  of  patients  will  be  left,  for  whom  it  is  expected  you  will  provide 
care,  etc.  Colonel  Huidekoper  says  he  will  leave  tentage,  etc.,  of  the  First  Divis- 
ion hospital,  so  that  the  hospital  can  remain  where  it  is.  You  had  better  see 
Colonel  Huidekoper  and  know  just  what  he  will  leave,  so  that  you  will  be  better 
prepared  to  take  up  that  work. 

The  acting  medical  purveyor  reports  to  me  that  all  articles  on  the  Field-Supply 
Table  are  on  hand  and  he  is  ready  to  issue.  Special  requisitions  for  a  full  supply 
from  your  two  divisions  for  three  months  should  be  forwarded,  the  amount  on 
hand  carefully  recorded,  and  the  amount  required  only  enough  to  bring  the  total 
up  to  allowance.  Please  do  not  approve  the  requisitions  unless  they  are  correct 
as  to  time,  command,  and  amounts. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff. 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  19,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  The  information  called  for  in  your  letter  of  17th  instant  has  been  fur- 
nished by  my  letter  of  16th  instant,  in  which  I  stated  that  an  excess  had  been 
issued  to  the  First  Corps  if  the  allowance  on  page  11 ,  Field-Supply  Table,  was  to 
control  the  issues. 

As  the  First  Corps  is  being  organized  and  outfitted  as  rapidly  as  possible  for  a 
move,  nearly  all  issues  have  been  made  to  the  First  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


21. 

[Telegram.] 

™  July  21. 

The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
What  number  of  chests,  medical  and  surgical,  shall  be  issued  to  a  division? 

A.  Hartsuff,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  21,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia. 

Sir:  Requisitions  have  just  been  made  by  all  the  division  hospitals  of  the  First 
Corps  for  medical  supplies  for  a  period  of  three  months.  The  requisitions  were  all 
large,  much  in  excess  of  the  supply  table  of  allowances,  and  were  all  approved  by 
me,  and  issues  have  been  made  to  the  First  and  Second  divisions  of  the  First 
Corps,  and,  I  understand,  issues  are  now  being  made  to  the  Third  Division. 

As  the  requisitions  are  made  for  a  full  division,  it  is  expected  and  directed  that 
the  regiments  and  brigades  should  draw  on  the  division  hospital  for  all  their  sup- 
plies. Requisitions  for  regiments  or  brigades  should  always  be  made  on  a  division 
hospital  if  they  constitute  a  portion  of  a  division. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Surgeon-General  to  approve  requisitions  which  are  made 
in  accordance  with  the  medical-supply  table  and  as  chief  medical  officer  of  this 
command. 

I  am  looking  carefully  to  the  interests  of  the  command  under  the  general  direc- 
tions of  the  Surgeon-General  and,  as  I  supposed,  under  the  directions  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding,  but  the  General's  approval  of  requisitions  for  medical  supplies 
without  my  knowledge  is  embarrassing  to  me  and  puts  me  in  an  awkward  position. 
If  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps  would  instruct  brigade  and  regimental  surgeons 
not  to  make  requisitions  on  the  acting  medical  purveyor,  and  if  he  would  not 
approve  of  all  requisitions  presented  to  him,  much  confusion  would  be  avoided. 
The  surgeons  of  division  hospitals  and  of  divisions  should  manage  the  property 
affairs  under  the  general  direction  and  careful  approval  of  the  chief  surgeon  of 
the  corps. 

I  have  repeatedly,  in  the  interests  of  the  service,  expressed  my  views  to  the 
chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Corps  on  the  duties  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  corps, 
and  I  am  at  all  times  willing  to  help  in  systematizing  and  reducing  conditions  to 
order. 

The  First  Corps  is  entitled  to  the  following: 

One  field  desk  to  each  regiment,  and  1  to  each  division,  corps,  and  brigade  sur- 
geon; 1  to  each  hospital  and  ambulance  company;  total,  48.  Forty-seven  have 
been  issued,  and  1  is  ready  for  issue. 

Medical  chests  Nos.  1  and  2  allowed,  1  to  each  regiment  and  1  to  each  division 
hospital;  total,  31.     Thirty-nine  have  been  issued. 

Surgical  chests,  1  to  each  division  hospital  and  1  to  each  ambulance  company; 
total,  8,  while  14  have  been  issued. 

Many  other  articles  in  excess  have  been  issued. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


23. 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  22,  1898. 
The  Chief  Surgeon,  First  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  Surgeon-General  has  decided,  "  that  each 
division  hospital  should  have  a  medical  and  a  surgical  set  for  each  of  its  component 
brigades. " 
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Thirty-nine  medical  chests  (sets)  and  14  surgical  chests  (sets)  have  been  issued 
to  the  First  Corps.  You  are  still  entitled  to  1  set  medical  chests  and  3  sets  surgi- 
cal chests,  and  they  will  be  issued  on  proper  requisition. 

Verv  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


24. 

[Telegram.] 


July  22. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Supply  officer  reports  that  to  First  Corps  (27  regiments)  have  been  issued:  Desks, 
56;  medical  sets,  48;  surgical  sets,  18,  and  a  large  supply  of  all  medicines  and 
medical  supplies  for  about  four  months.     The  excess  in  desks,  medical  and  sur- 
gical sets  I  would  not  approve,  and  they  were  ordered  by  General  Brooke. 

Hartsuff,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  23,  1898. 
The  Acting  Medical  Purveyor. 

Sir:  As  you  have  been  repeatedly  directed  by  the  Surgeon-General  to  "make 
timely  requisitions  for  medical  supplies  to  keep  this  command  well  supplied,"  it  is 
expected  that  you  make  requisition  at  once  when  your  stock  runs  low  and  explain 
the  reasons  for  same. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 
A  true  copy: 

A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


LIEUT.  COL.  RUSH   S.  HUIDEKOPER,  CHIEF   SURGEON,    FIRST   ARMY  CORPS. 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  11,  1898. 
Report  submitted  by  Rush  S.  Huidekoper,  lieutenant-colonel,  chief  surgeon, 
United  States  Volunteers,  chief  surgeon  First  Army  Corps,  in  compliance  with 
circular  letter  of  the  Assistant  Surgeon-General,  chief  surgeon  army  in  the  field, 
June  6,  1898,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  First  Army  Corps  is  good.  The  soil  is 
dry  and  clean;  the  air  resembles  that  of  the  White  Mountains.  New  Hampshire; 
the  water  is  good  but  deficient  in  quantity.     This  latter  is  being  rectified  by 
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sinking  drill  wells  and  by  pipe  lines  with  water  pumped  from  a  neighboring 
spring  (the  Crawfish  Spring) . 

The  medical  service,  consisting  of  a  surgeon  (with  the  rank  of  major)  and  2 
assistant  surgeons  (with  the  rank  of  captain  from  some  States  and  first  lieutenant 
from  other  States)  to  each  regiment,  is  composed  for  the  most  part  of  men  of 
ability,  energy,  and  a  desire  to  learn,  but  in  most  cases  with  no  military  expe- 
rience, I  found  on  my  arrival  (May  27)  but  1  hospital  in  the  corps,  located  in 
the  First  Division  and  under  charge  of  William  J.  Wakeman,  captain  and  assist- 
ant surgeon,  United  States  Army,  with  a  staff  of  assistant  surgeons  and  hospital 
attendants  whose  assignment  and  service  was  rather  more  voluntary  than  by 
official  orders.  Only  the  most  serious  cases  were  being  brought  to  the  hospital, 
while  throughout  the  entire  corps  regimental  hospitals  were  being  conducted 
without  system. 

It  was  difficult  to  obtain  an  official  roster  of  the  medical  officers,  and  the  varia- 
ble number  of  hospital  stewards  and  acting  Hospital  Corps  privates,  as  with  the 
acting  brigade  and  division  commanders  and  staff  officers  the  progress  of  papers 
through  military  channels  was  slow  and  uncertain.  Delay  has  also  been  caused 
by  the  opposition  of  a  few  medical  officers  and  many  regimental  commanders  to 
the  assignment  of  the  medical  officers  to  the  Medical  Department  and  then  detach- 
ment from  their  regiments.  This  has  been  so  great  in  some  cases  as  to  take  the 
form  of  a  protest  and  appeal  to  the  governors  of  the  States  from  which  the  med- 
ical officers  were  commissioned.  In  like  manner  the  transfer  of  Hospital  Corps 
privates  from  the  regiments  to  the  Medical  Department  has  been  rendered  slow. 

Under  these  conditions  the  establishing  of  hospitals  in  the  Second  and  Third 
divisions  and  of  the  ambulance  companies  has  been  retarded,  as  it  did  not  seem 
proper  to  place  valuable  Government  property  in  the  hands  of  irresponsible  per- 
sons. During  this  week  the  two  division  (Second  and  Third)  hospitals  have  been 
established  and  the  reserve  (corps)  ambulance  company  has  started;  this  latter 
as  a  training  school  from  which  the  division  ambulance  companies  will  be  formed 
as  a  sufficent  number  of  officers  and  men  learn  the  care  of  the  ambulances,  wagons, 
horses  and  mules,  and  the  "  drill"  necessary  for  service  with  them.  This  ambu- 
lance company  is  now  rendering  the  ambulance  service  for  the  three  divisions. 
Six  medical  officers  have  been  detached  from  their  regiments  and  assigned  to  the 
ambulance  company  and  to  the  Second  and  Third  division  hospitals,  each  with  a 
small  but  sufficient  number  of  Hospital  Corps  privates  for  immediate  need.  Within 
the  next  week  the  organization  should  be  complete.  It  has  been  deemed  wise  to 
allow  the  First  Division  hospital  to  remain  as  established  by  the  deputy  surgeon- 
general,  Colonel  Hartsuff ,  as  the  chief  surgeon  of  this  division  had  not  arrived 
and  I  wanted  the  completion  of  the  other  hospitals  before  putting  all  three  on  the 
same  basis. 

The  condition  of  medical  supplies  has  been  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  and  annoy- 
ing state  and  still  is.  At  the  depot  of  the  medical  purveyor  were  quantities  of 
some  articles  and  none  of  others.  I  found  on  my  arrival  that  regimental  surgeons 
were  drawing  medicines  in  small  quantities,  to  tide  over  for  a  few  days  at  a  time, 
on  requisitions  on  letter  paper  approved  by  the  deputy  surgeon,  later  by  myself 
as  chief  surgeon,  First  Army  Corps.  However,  out  of  every  requisition,  even  for 
only  a  half-dozen  articles  to  be  found  on  the  supply  table,  frequently  several 
could  not  be  had.  Some  of  the  Western  regiments  had  come  liberally  supplied 
with  medicines  by  their  States,  and  they  were  generous  in  sharing  with  their 
neighbors;  but  a  number  of  regiments  were  obliged  to  purchase  medicines  at  their 
own  expense  in  Chattanooga.  For  some  time  the  deputy  surgeon-general  had 
insisted  that  the  regiment  should  draw  medicines  through  the  division  hospital 
and  recommended  that  they  should  draw  a  three  months'  supply.  This  was 
impossible,  as  the  Second  and  Third  division  hospitals  were  not  completed,  and, 
further,  the  regimental  hospitals  are  not  supplied  with  means  for  handling  medi- 
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cines  in  quantity,  nor  with  the  scales  and  graduates  for  dispensing  them.  We  need 
urgently  the  proper  medicine  chests,  Hospital  Corps  pouches,  and  orderly  pouches 
with  pocket  cases.  Only  a  few  field  desks  have  arrived  here,  and  the  medical 
officers  have  no  Army  Regulations,  no  Smart's  Handbook  for  the  Hospital  Corps 
nor  drill  regulations,  and  only  such  manuals  of  the  Medical  Department  and  books 
and  blanks  as  I  have  been  able  to  furnish  them  from  the  limited  supply  sent  me 
from  Washington.  The  delay  in  receiving  the  personal  reports  of  the  monthly 
for  May  has  been  caused  by  their  not  having  had  the  books  to  keep  the  original 
copy  in,  and  their  being  obliged  to  get  the  blanks  and  slips  piecemeal  from  this 
office.  The  daily  consolidation  reports,  for  our  own  information  at  the  brigade, 
division,  and  corps  headquarters,  have  also  to  be  made  on  letter  paper,  and  when 
usually  made  by  offipers  unused  to  the  proper  form  they  lead  to  much  confusion. 
The  percentage  of  absolute  illness  has  been  very  small,  less  than  1  per  cent, 
but  diarrheas  of  a  few  days'  duration  in  the  newly  arriving  regiments,  and  sore 
arms  from  vaccination  has  seemed  to  show  large  sick  reports  in  different  com- 
mands from  day  to  day.  Small  outbreaks  of  measles,  and  in  one  regiment  mumps, 
has  caused  the  quarantine  of  a  number  of  men,  but  no  cases  have  been  serious. 
I  am  confident  that  another  week  will  permit  of  a  much  more  favorable  report. 
The  equipment  of  the  Hospital  Corps  is  delayed  by  the  inability  of  the  Ordnance 
Department  to  furnish  any  supplies  whatever  at  the  present.  The  ambulance 
company  is  without  belts,  haversacks,  canteens,  knives,  forks,  plates,  and  cups. 
The  mess  chests  supplied  by  the  Medical  Department  are  without  keys,  and  the 
padlocks  have  to  be  broken  to  use  them.  The  litters  have  no  slings.  There  has 
been  great  carelessness  in  the  physical  examination  of  recruits,  and  in  almost 
every  case  of  certificate  of  disability  the  disease  is  of  old  standing.  The  deaths 
have  been  almost  entirely  from  disease  contracted  prior  to  arriving  at  Chicka- 
mauga  Park.  I  would  urge  that  the  field  desks,  medical  chests,  a  full  supply  of 
books,  blanks,  etc.,  be  sent  us  as  soon  as  possible.  General  Brooke's  instructions 
that  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  of  hospitals  and  ambulance  companies 
shall  be  a  medical  officer  has  entailed  considerable  time  for  instruction  of  the 
officers  selected  for  this  duty  and  reduces  the  professional  force  of  each  by  one. 


July  13,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  matters 
concerning  the  medical  service  in  the  First  Army  Corps,  United  States  Army: 

The  basis  I  have  had  to  guide  me  in  organizing  the  Hospital  Corps  consists  of 
the  letters  from  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  May  17  and  20,  1898,  (signed)  by 
the  Assistant  Surgeon-General,  Colonel  Greenleaf ;  General  Orders,  Nos.  58  and 
76,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington;  Circular  No.  3,  Surgeon-General's 
Office,  and  the  orders  given  me  by  Major-General  Brooke,  and  instructions  from 
Deputy  Surgeon-General  Hartsuff . 

From  these  I  estimated  that  I  should  have  the  following  material  to  work  with 
for  a  corps  of  27  regiments  of  infantry  (33,000  to  35,000): 

37  regiments,  1  medical  officer  each 37 

9t>rigades,  1  medical  officer  each  - 9 

3  divisions,  1  medical  officer  each 3 

3divisions,  1  reserve  hospital,  6 34 

3divisions,  1  reserve  ambulance,  6- 34 

Headquarters,  3  medical  officers 3 

89 

Hospital  stewards 83 

Acting  hospital  stewards 39 

Privates _■ 817 

Total  officers  and  men 1,018 
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Wheel  transportation,  tentage,  mounts,  as  per  G-eneral  Orders,  76,  sufficient 
medical  supplies. 
I  then  believe  that  I  had — 

Medical  officers- 
Headquarters  (by  Presidential  appointment) 2 

Division  (by  Presidential  appointment) -- -  3 

Brigades  (by  Presidential  appointment) -. -- -  9 

United  States  medical  officer  (by  what  authority  I  have  not  learned) 1 

15 
27  regiments,  3  medical  officers  each. 81 

Total -- -- 96 

These  latter  were  successively  detailed  from  the  regimental  commands  by  special 
orders,  adjutant-general's  office,  First  Corps,  until  all  had  been  ordered  to  report 
for  assignment  to  duty  by  me.  I  find  the  status  of  the  regimental  hospital  stew- 
ards very  undecided;  it  appeared  that  some  regiments  had  mustered  with  one  stew- 
ard only,  others  with  three.  Two  of  the  three  hospital  stewards  in  those  regiments 
having  them  were  detailed  for  general  service,  by  special  orders,  adjutant-general's 
office,  First  Corps,  and  assigned  to  the  hospital  and  ambulance  companies. 

The  muster  for  pay  developed  the  fact  that  many  of  these  were  hospital  stewards 
by  courtesy  only,  and  were  borne  on  the  regimental  rolls  as  privates.  It  proved 
also  that  the  only  efficiency  of  many  of  them  was  for  the  work  of  a  druggist,  and 
that  they  were  unsatisfactory  for  use  as  stewards. 

There  exists  no  hospital-corps  privates,  though  many  of  the  regiments  had  more 
or  less  men  with  brassards  on  their  arms  who  were  assigned  to  duty  with  the  reg- 
imental surgeons.  Gradually  some  300  privates  and  over  100  recruits  have  been 
received  from  recruiting  stations. 

On  my  reporting  for  duty  to  Major-General  Brooke,  the  last  week  of  May,  I  found 
each  regiment  caring  for  its  sick  in  improvised  regimental  hospitals,  with  some 
aid  from  a  hospital  which  had  been  established  in  the  First  Division  and  which 
was  in  charge  of  Captain  Wakeman,  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army  (now 
Major  Wakeman,  surgeon  United  States  Volunteers),  with  the  assistance  of  vol- 
unteer regimental  surgeons  and  privates  permitted  to  aid  or  detailed  from  the 
neighboring  regiments.  This  hospital  received  patients  from  all  commands  in 
the  First  Corps,  and  from  the  cavalry  and  artillery.  Upon  personal  investigation, 
I  found  that  the  regimental  hospitals  were  there  utilizing  medical  supplies  which 
they  had  brought  with  them,  were  obtaining  them  in  driblets  from  the  medical 
purveyor  at  Lytle,  or  were  purchasing  them  in  Chattanooga.  Except  where  State 
medical  chests  had  been  brought,  they  had  no  means  for  storing,  measuring,  or 
dispensing  medicines  beyond  such  board  shelves  or  tables  as  could  be  made. 
There  were  no  books,  records,  or  stationery  beyond  some  morning  sick  report 
books  and  a  limited  supply  of  blanks  for  reports  of  sick  and  wounded,  which  those 
who  had  them  had  to  use  for  office  records  as  well.  No  morning  sick  reports 
could  then  be  obtained,  as  I  have  no  intermediary  between  the  regimental  and  corps 
headquarters. 

In  June,  when  I  had  about  collected  the  data  concerning  the  personnel  of  the 
medical  officers  and  the  immediate  individual  needs  of  each  regiment,  the  chief 
surgeon  for  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  arrived,  and  I  immediately  started 
hospitals  in  these  two  divisions.  I  also  made  personal  requisitions  for  six  ambu- 
lances and  one  wagon,  and  started  the  nucleus  of  the  ambulance  companies. 
Successively,  on  June  9,  10,  13,  15,  and  20  each,  the  adjutant  detailed  six  medical 
officers  from  the  various  regimental  commands,  "for  service  with  the  medical 
department,  First  Corps,  to  report  to  the  chief  surgeon,  First  Corps,  for  assign- 
ment to  duty,"  and  they  were  in  the  same  order  assigned  to  the  reserve  ambu- 
lance, Third  Division  hospital,  Second  Division  hospital,  First  Division  hospital, 
reserve  hospital. 
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During  the  first  week  of  organization,  of  which,  or  for  longer,  the  work  of 
erecting  the  hospital  and  the  first  service  was  performed  by  men  permitted  by 
or  detailed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  certain  regiments  to  give  aid.  As 
transfers  of  men  to  hospital  corps  and  recruits  gradually  increased  in  numbers, 
these  were  gradually  assigned  to  the  various  organizations  and  the  volunteer 
attendants  diminished,  until,  on  June  30,  there  were  about  50  privates  in  each 
detachment.  On  that  date  the  remainder  of  the  medical  officers  reported  to  me 
by  order  of  the  adjutant-general,  First  Corps,  and  after  drawing  lots  for  relative 
rank  (Army  Regulations  11)  were  assigned  to  the  eighth  detachment  of  the  hos- 
pital corps,  First  Corps,  and  one  each  to  the  regiments  as  surgeon  or  acting 
surgeon.  The  detachments  under  the  second  and  third  divisions  then  became 
autonomous  under  the  chief  surgeon  of  each  division,  and,  except  for  the  paucity 
of  medical  supplies  (outfit  and  medicines)  and  the  small  force  of  hospital-corps 
privates,  their  service  was  and  is  most  satisfactory. 

All  "sick  in  hospital"  were  taken  to  the  division  hospitals,  which  were  con- 
ducted as  enlarged  "post  hospitals."  In  the  First  Division  greater  difficulties 
were  encountered;  a  portion  of  the  personnel,  both  officers  and  men,  remained 
on  duty  by  virtue  of  regimental  or  division  orders,  or  voluntarily  by  permission 
of  their  commanding  officer.  The  chief  surgeon  for  the  division  had  not  reported 
(from  duty  in  California),  and  the  senior  regimental  surgeon,  by  order  from  the 
First  Division  headquarters,  the  chief  surgeon,  Sixth  Corps,  and  chief  surgeon 
of  division,  Sixth  Corps,  all  and  each  acted  as  chief  surgeon,  First  Division. 
Finally,  on  the  30th  of  June,  the  First  Division  hospital  and  ambulance  company 
were  directed  to  be  placed  on  the  same  basis  as  those  of  other  divisions. 

Up  to  this  time  I  was  obliged  by  necessity  to  neglect  the  routine  medical 
reports  which  should  have  been  rendered  by  myself  and  those  under  me.  An 
attempt  to  obtain  clerical  assistance  from  a  regimental  hospital  steward  and  new 
hospital  privates  unfamiliar  with  any  military  knowledge  was  unsuccessful,  and 
the  chaotic  condition  of  the  material  from  which  I  was  organizing,  and  of  which 
I  alone  had  knowledge,  required  that  I  should  attend  to  office  details  in  person 
when  my  time  should  have  been  better  utilized.  Up  to  this  time  the  medical  offi- 
cers had  and  could  procure  no  books  of  record  or  adequate  stationery.  I  had  my 
printer  make  blanks  for  morning  sick  reports  (sample  blank  herewith),  and  the 
space  for  remarks  on  these  served  for  their  reports,  which  allowed  me  to  get  some 
information  with  regularity. 

On  July  1, 1  believe,  I  had  the  system  of  organization  developed,  and  that  it 
could  be  perfected  the  instant  I  had  the  necessary  additional  men  and  supplies. 
At  this  time,  however,  the  First  Division  was  ordered  to  move  by  brigade,  and  I 
found  that  my  staff  corps  of  (hospital  and  ambulance)  medical  officers  were  con- 
sidered a«component  of  their  State  regiments,  with  which  I  was  directed  to  send 
them.  This  required  immediate  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  hospital  and  of 
the  ambulance  company  of  the  First  Division,  and  the  relief  of  officers  from  duty 
at  the  reserve  ambulance  company  in  order  that  they  might  return  to  their 
respective  regiments. 

The  departing  officers  were  obliged  to  leave  rolls  and  other  new  work,  of  which 
they  personally  had  the  data,  not  yet  transmitted  to  paper,  in  an  incomplete  con- 
dition, which  has  made  it  difficult  for  their  successors  to  follow  and  has  obliged 
them  to  recommence  much  work. 

This  condition  appears  to  be  be  a  serious  defect.  To  organize  the  hospitals  and 
ambulance  companies  systematically  and  to  obtain  effective  discipline,  the  officers 
should  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  entire  work  required,  down  to  the  smallest 
details,  and  the  chief  surgeon  should  be  able  to  learn  upon  whom  they  can  rely 
for  special  work ;  constant  shifting  of  regimental  surgeons  just  as  they  become 
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familiar  with  their  duties  will  not  permit  of  this.  Further,  I  do  not  find  that  one 
regimental  surgeon  is  sufficient  to  attend  to  the  duties  both  in  the  regiment  and 
with  the  calls  for  drills,  marches,  target  practice,  and  other  demands.  Nor  can 
these  latter  services  be  furnished  by  the  hospitals  and  ambulance  companies  at 
the  call  of  each  separate  command,  as  the  latter  have  demanded  rather  than 
requested.  Already  I  have  found  it  a  drain  on  the  personnel  of  the  hosjjitals  to 
furnish  medical  officers  in  case  of  illness  of  the  one  regimental  surgeon  in  the 
regiment. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  sufficient  number  of  medical  officers  be 
assigned  to  this  corps,  and  be  permanently  attached  to  the  hospitals  and  ambu- 
lance companies,  to  establish  them  on  a  permanent  basis;  also,  that  two  medical 
officers  be  permanently  allowed  to  each  regiment. 

I  would  further  suggest,  should  this  be  allowed,  that  those  medical  officers  who 
have  shown  ability  and  efficiency  in  our  service  so  far  be  allowed,  at  their  request, 
to  resign  from  their  regiments  and  be  assigned  to  the  general  service,  First  Corps. 

There  has  been  considerable  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  allowance  of  certain 
supplies,  especially  medical  supplies,  to  a  division  and  to  a  corps.  The  supplies 
of  independent  and  separate  medical  and  surgical  outfits,  as  indicated  by  the 
"  Supply  Table"  and  as  interpreted  by  the  deputy  surgeon-general,  Colonel  Hart- 
suff ,  is  not  in  my  opinion  sufficient.  Proof  of  this  is  the  movement  of  the  First 
Division  by  brigades.  I  had  based  the  service  in  the  division,  as  in  the  corps,  as 
a  body  divisible  into  four  equal  smaller  bodies,  each  complete  in  itself. 

I  provided  each  with  its  share  of  tentage,  transportation,  cooking  outfit,  and 
complement  of  officers  and  men.  These  I  apportioned  as  follows:  To  each  brigade 
one  part  and  to  the  headquarters  for  reserve  one  part.  I  desire  the  same  medical 
and  surgical  outfit  in  four  sets,  complete.  I  could  not  obtain  the  four  sets  and,  in 
consequence,  when  the  First  Brigade  has  taken  the  one  surgical  set  allowed  to  a 
division,  and  the  First  and  Second  brigades  have  taken  the  two  medical  sets 
allowed,  none  remains  for  the  Third  and  for  the  reserve  which  is  in  charge  of  the 
final  care  and  transfer  of  the  remaining  sick. 

It  may  be  that  the  brigades  will  be  separate  and  in  action  independent.  I 
would  request  that  four  outfits  be  allowed  to  each  division.  We  have  been  unable 
to  obtain  our  allowance  of  hospital  cots  and  now  need  about  400.  We  can  not 
obtain  our  complete  supply  of  desks  and  medical  chests,  and  the  surgeons  without 
them  can  not  keep  their  records  and  medical  supplies  properly.  A  discrepancy  in 
our  supplies  and  those  claimed  by  the  medical  purveyor  to  have  been  supplied  the 
First  Corps  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that  we  have  had  charged  against  us  the 
supplies  issued  to  the  four  regiments  (First  Ohio  Infantry,  First  Illinois  Infantry, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  Third  Pennsylvania  Infantry) 
which  were  detached  from  the  corps  and  sent  to  Tampa  for  the  cavalry  brigade, 
and  through  the  First  Division,  First  Corps,  for  the  Sixth  Corps.  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  plan  of  organization  adopted  will  give  a  satisfactory  and  efficient  medical 
service,  when  completed,  and  that  we  have  a  competent  personnel  in  the  medical 
officers  now  on  duty  if  they  can  be  properly  utilized. 

Under  the  conditions  of  new,  inexperienced  recruits,  to  accommodate  themselves 
to  military  habits  and  camp  life,  I  consider  the  percentage  of  sick  moderate,  and 
that  the  service  in  the  hospitals  has  been  well  conducted  by  the  medical  officers 
in  charge  of  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectively,  your  obedient  servant, 

Rush  H.  Huidekoper, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Chief  Surgeon,  First  Army  Corps. 
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From  the  middle  of  July  on  to  the  23d  of  July,  the  day  which  headquarters 
First  Corps  left  for  Newport  News,  I  made  daily  appeals  to  the  deputy  surgeon- 
general,  urging  that  medical  supplies  be  hurried  to  the  purveyor's  depot.  I  was 
assured  daily  that  full  supplies  were  being  shipped  and  would  be  received  about 
July  20.  I  was  told  that  several  carloads  of  medical  supplies  had  arrived,  and 
approved  requisitions  at  once  for  the  chief  surgeons,  Second  and  Third  divisions, 
for  their  complete  supply,  and  for  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  reserve  hospital 
for  an  additional  division  supply  to  be  carried  with  us  to  Porto  Rico.  The 
amounts  which  I  approved  requisitions  for  were  disapproved  by  the  deputy 
surgeon-general,  and  I  was  obliged  to  make  another  and  final  appeal  to  Major- 
General  Brooke,  inviting  his  attention  that  the  deputy  surgeon-general,  Camp 
George  H.  Thomas,  did  not  feel  authorized  to  approve  of  supplies  in  the  quanti- 
ties I  asked  for;  that  I  deemed  that  the  articles  asked  for  were  absolutely  needed 
for  service,  in  view  of  the  troops  moving  by  separate  brigades  and  thereby  becom- 
ing removed  from  our  main  source  of  supplies.  Major-General  Brooke  then 
approved  the  requisition  over  the  disapproval  of  the  deputy  surgeon-general  and 
placed  upon  the  last  protest  the  following  indorsement: 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Parle,  Georgia,  July  22,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  chief  surgeon. 

The  requisitions  referred  to  were  approved  because  it  was  believed  the  additional  supplies 
would  be  needed  in  a  foreign  country.    This  is  also  approved  for  the  same  reason.    Besides,  the 
major-general  commanding  chooses  to  exercise  his  prerogative  in  such  matters  when  he  knows 
the  best  interests  of  the  service  are  being  subserved. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Brooke. 

M.  V.  Sheridan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

He  also  ordered  the  supply  depots  to  furnish  supplies  as  I  made  requisitions  for 
them,  but  upon  attempting  to  draw  supplies  I  found  that  they  did  not  exist  in  the 
quantities  which  I  had  been  told  had  arrived,  and  certain  articles  were  absolutely 
wanting. 

On  the  23d  day  of  July  I  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  Surgeon-General  at 
Washington: 

Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C: 

None  of  the  following  medical  supplies  can  be  obtained  here:  Acacia,  pulvis,  acetanilid,  acid 
boricum,  hydrochloric  acid  dilute,  acid  salicylicum,  acid  sulphuricum,  acid  tannic,  ammonia 
chloride,  apomorphia  hydrochlorate  tablets,  belladonna  ext.,  bismuth  subgallas,  capsicum,  fe. 
colchicum,  creosote,  creta  preparata,  cupri  sulph.,  ferri  et  quinine  cit.,  gentian  tinct.,  hamame- 
lis  fluid  ext.,  pil.  opii,  tr.  opii,  tr.  opii  camphorata,  petrolatum,  phenacetine,  pil.  carminatin, 
potass,  bicarb;  salophen,  sodii  bromide,  strychniae  sulph.,  sulphonal,  thymal,  acid  carbolic 
crystallized,  tricesol,  soap  (common),  envelopes,  elastic  bands,  typewriting  paper,  red  ink,  frac- 
ture boxes,  needles  (surgeons),  oiled  paper,  hospital-corps  pouches  (orderly),  thread  (all  kinds), 
suture  wire,  graduated  measures,  mortars  and  pestles,  scales  and  weights  (apothecaries),  hair 
pencils,  thermometers  (clinical). 

While  some  of  the  supplies  are  not  on  the  Field-Supply  Table,  I  consider  them  absolutely 
needed.  I  respectfully  request  that  we  be  furnished  them  in  sufficient  quantities  for  20,000 
men,  or  that  I  be  authorized  to  purchase  what  I  can  there  or  at  Norfolk.  I  take  with  me  reserve 
hospital  and  ambulance,  13  officers,  213  men,  transportation,  tentage,  and  bedding  for  200  men, 
complete,  with  the  exception  of  supplies  asked  for.  Colonel  Woodhull  will  give  you  information 
which  press  of  immediate  executive  details  here  have  prevented  me  furnishing. 

Rush  S.  Huidekoper, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Surgeon,  First  Army  Corps. 
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Washington,  July  24. 

HUIDEKOPER, 

Chief  Surgeon  in  First  Corps,  Newport  News,  Va.: 
Impossible  to  get  supplies  to  Newport  News  Monday  from  New  York  depot. 
Buy  articles  absolutely  necessary,  sending  approved  bill  to  this  office. 

Sternberg,  Surgeon-General. 


Washington,  July  25. 
Huidekoper, 

Chief  Surgeon,  First  Army  Corps,  Newport  News,  Va.: 
Your  purchases  must  be  limited  to  articles  on  the  Supply  Table  absolutely  nec- 
essary.   The  hospital  ship  Relief  will  go  with  Porto  Rico  expedition  with  ample 
supplies. 

Sternberg,  Surgeon-General. 


GOVERNOR  BRADLEY,  OF  KENTUCKY,  FORWARDS   COMPLAINT   OF   CHAPLAIN   OF 
SECOND  KENTUCKY  REGIMENT. 

State  of  Kentucky,  Executive  Department, 

Frankfort,  June  23,  1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  General:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  from  the  chaplain  of  the  Second 
Kentucky  Regiment,  which  speaks  fully  for  itself.  I  know  him  well  and  know 
that  every  word  he  says  is  true.  I  most  earnestly  insist  that  these  men  may  be 
treated  by  their  own  surgeons,  who  have  been  selected  for  that  purpose  and  in 
whom  they  have  confidence.  The  medical  staff  from  Kentucky  is  composed  of 
splendid  physicians. 

I  do  hope  that  you  will  do  me  the  especial  favor  to  look  after  this  matter,  and 
at  least  allow  our  Kentucky  regiments  to  doctor  their  own  sick.  These  men  are 
in  sympathy  with  each  other  and  have  a  tenderness  for  one  another  that  strangers 
can  not  have. 

Yours,  W.  O.  Bradley. 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  22, 1898. 
Governor  William  O.  Bradley, 

Frankfort,  Ky. 

Dear  Sir:  After  conferring  with  Colonel  Gaither,  I  have  decided  to  write  and 
ask  your  assistance  in  obtaining  better  attention  for  the  sick  men  in  our  division 
hospital.  Every  morning  an  ambulance  is  sent  to  our  regimental  hospital  with 
an  order  for  all  serious  cases  to  be  sent  to  the  division  hospital.  This  takes  the 
men  from  here  and  places  them,  in  many  cases,  in  the  hands  of  heartless  strangers, 
and  where  the  attention  is  so  very  bad  that  many  of  our  sick  men  ask  not  to  be 
reported  as  sick,  preferring  to  remain  in  their  tents  unattended  to  going  over  there. 
Some  of  them  say  they  would  almost  prefer  going  to  hell  than  to  that  place. 

Every  morning  I  go  over  there  and  visit  our  sick,  and  I  have  seen  enough  to 
convince  me  that  if  there  is  not  a  change  many  men  will,  as  I  fear  some  have 
already  done,  sicken  and  die  for  the  want  of  attention.  I  will  mention  a  few 
cases  that  have  fallen  under  my  observation.  We  had  a  young  man  from  Win- 
chester with  the  mumps.  The  trouble  went  down,  and  as  his  testicles  were  very 
badly  swollen  f3ome  of  his  friends  suggested  hot  applications.     The  young  man 
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spoke  to  his  physicians  about  it.  They  agreed  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing;  but 
said  they  had  no  way  to  heat  the  water  nor  anybody  to  put  the  hot  applications. 
They  have  over  270  men,  30  from  each  regiment,  besides  a  score  or  more  of  sur- 
geons (?).  The  sick  man's  brother  asked  leave  to  go  and  apply  the  hot  cloths  to 
his  brother.    He  was  granted  permission.     This  morning  the  case  is  discharged. 

Another  case:  While  I  was  sitting  in  one  of  the  wards  an  attendant  brought  in 
a  meal  for  the  patients.  It  consisted  of  a  half  cup  of  tea  and  a  small  slice  of  bread 
and  butter.  The  attendant  said  there  was  no  sugar  nor  milk.  The  young  man 
who  was  there  attending  his  brother  said:  "  I  know  there  is  sugar  here,  and  I  will 
get  some.''  The  attendant  went  back  to  get  sugar,  but  replied  that  he  had  been 
told  there  was  none.  The  young  man  then  took  a  cup,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
returned  with  sugar.  He  had  to  steal  it.  Had  they  found  it  out  I  suppose  he  would 
have  been  punished  for  it.  This  but  proves  that  the  men  in  charge  are  not  doing 
their  duty  by  the  sick  men. 

This  morning  I  went  over,  as  usual,  and  found  one  of  our  men,  in  the  first  tent 
of  a  row  of  seven  or  eight,  who  had  had  meat  served  so  raw  that  blood  was  oozing 
out  of  it.  In  the  last  tent  of  the  same  row  the  meat  that  was  served  was  badly 
burned,  so  that  the  boys  could  hardly  eat  it.  Think  of  there  being  about  300  men 
there  to  wait  on  about  100  or  115  patients,  and  the  patients  being  neglected  so. 
These  are  but  three  out  of  many  cases  that  can  be  corroborated.  Colonel  Gaither 
has  sent  up  a  strong  remonstrance  to  headquarters,  and  joins  with  me  in  asking 
for  your  cooperation  in  improving  the  condition  of  things  for  our  sick  men.  Trust- 
ing you  will  be  able  to  help  us  in  this  matter,  I  will  close  with  best  wishes  for 
yourself  and  family. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Willis  L.  Wayts, 
Chaplain,  Second  Regiment,  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry. 

P.  S. — Colonel  Gaither  has  just  told  me  that  man  referred  to  above  as  having 
the  mumps  was  allowed  to  go  two  or  three  days  without  having  the  water  drawn 
from  him.  His  brother  begged  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  a  catheter  at  his  own 
expense  and  use  on  him,  and  was  refused. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

June  29,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Hartsuff ,  deputy  surgeon-general,  United  States 
Army,  chief  surgeon  First  Army  Corps,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Georgia,  for 
investigation  and  report. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  1,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  surgeon  Third  Corps,  for  early  report. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga,  Georgia,  July  5,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned,  with  report  of  Maj.  J.  M.  Jenne,  chief  surgeon,  United  States 
Volunteers. 

In  organizing  the  Second  Division  hospital  of  this  corps,  having  no  officers  or  men  of  the 
Regular  Army  who  were  familiar  with  such  undertakings,  we  were  obliged  to  call  upon  the 
volunteer  regimental  surgeons  for  the  necessary  work  of  assembling  the  material,  organizing 
the  hospital,  receiving  and  caring  for  the  patients.  At  the  time  referred  to  within  I  had  but  30 
men  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  themselves  recruits,  to  man  this  hospital  and  to  provide  for  the  num- 
ber of  patients.  Medical  officers  were  detailed  from  the  various  volunteer  regiments  for  the 
care  of  the  sick,  among  them  Assistant  Surgeon  Winn,  Second  Kentucky  Infantry  Volunteers, 
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and  I  believe  they  worked  zealously,  though  with  unfamiliar  means  and  under  strange  condi- 
tions, to  meet  the  large  demands  made  upon  them. 

While  such  occurrences  as  within  referred  to  are  to  be  regretted,  both  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  service  and  the  man,  they  can  not  always  be  avoided  under  the  existing  conditions,  and 
must  be  accepted  as  an  incident  of  war,  which,  at  its  best,  is  cruel. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Third  Corps. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  7,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army. 

I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  neglect  here  such  as  described  within.  Some  medical  officers 
and  nurses  are  naturally  more  attentive  than  others;  but  1  believe  all,  or  nearly  all,  are  trying 
to  do  their  duty,  notwithstanding  the  bad  effect  of  an  occasional  discouraging  and  untruthful 
report. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

July  11,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  preced- 
ing indorsements  hereon. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  National  Park,  Georgia,  July  3,  1898. 
The  Chief  Surgeon, 

Third  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  from  your  office,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report,  in  the  matter  of  the  complaint  "that  the  sick  in  the  division  hos- 
pitals at  Chickamauga  Park  are  not  receiving  proper  attention,  "that  I  have  made 
careful  inquiry  and  examination  into  all  the  facts  relating  thereto  and  respect- 
fully submit  the  following: 

That  the  facts  do  not  warrant  the  charge  of  willful  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  any  person  or  persons,  or  of  lack  of  professional  skill  on  the  part  of  the  sur- 
geons, or  of  heartlessness  on  their  part  or  of  the  attendants  at  the  Second  Divison 
hospital,  Third  Corps. 

That  the  person  named  in  the  complaint,  Hamilton  Curry,  of  Company  L,  Sec- 
ond Regiment  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  bears  a  base  reputation  as  a  soldier, 
both  with  his  company  commander  and  his  regimental  surgeons;  that  he  did  not 
suffer  from  complete  retention  of  urine  while  in  the  division  hospital  as  he  alleged, 
as  shown  by  two  competent  persons;  that  he  received  medicine  on  more  than  two 
occasions,  as  claimed  by  him,  and  on  any  occasion  when  it  was  prescribed  by  the 
surgeon  in  charge  of  his  ward;  and  no  evidence  was  found  that  the  surgeon  was 
guilty  of  neglect  or  indifferent  to  the  suffering  of  the  patients;  that  he,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  was  visited  by  the  surgeons  four  times  each  day,  and  that  what- 
ever was  needful  was  done. 

It  was  further  found  that  the  period  of  said  Curry's  confinement  in  the  hospital 
corresponded  closely  with  the  period  of  its  organization;  that  the  arrivals  of  the 
sick  from  the  regiments  of  the  division  were  much  greater  than  would  normally 
be  expected,  increasing  rapidly  from  June  10  to  22,  and  on  the  latter  date  num- 
bered 127;  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  the  hospital  corps  in  the  recruit- 
ment of  the  volunteer  forces,  and  that  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  go  to  the  line 
for  them,  and  that  they  were  slow  to  report,  and  did  so  even  under  protest;  that 
on  the  18th  instant  there  were  about  100  patients  in  the  hospital  and  less  than  that 
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number  of  attendants  to  care  for  them  in  the  entire  force  of  the  hospital  corps  in 
the  Second  Division  hospital;  that  the  insufficient  number  of  attendants,  the'r 
unorganized  state,  and  unfamiliarity  with  their  duties,  the  incompetency  of  corps, 
the  inexperience  of  both  officers  and  men  with  their  then  new  duties,  rendered  it 
quite  impossible,  and  unavoidably  so,  for  them  to  devote  the  attention  to  the 
inmates  of  the  hospital  that  was  desirable;  but  that  any  suffered  more  than  tem- 
porary discomfiture  from  the  causes  I  am  unable  to  find. 

It  is  finally  the  judgment  of  the  reporter  that  the  complaint  is  but  the  natural 
outcome  or  result  of  the  attempt  to  quickly  transform  a  civilian  from  civil  life 
and  environments  to  a  soldier  with  the  environments  of  a  soldier  in  the  field,  with 
its  contingents  and  unavoidable  hardships,  and  this  in  a  short  period  of  time,  and 
in  this  particular  case  with  a  particularly  bad  subject. 

In  this  inquiry  the  statements  were  taken  of  the  following-named  persons: 

Private  Hamilton  Curry,  the  person  making  the  complaint;  his  brother  Elmo, 
both  of  Company  L,  Second  Kentucky  Regiment  Volunteer  Infantry;  G.  W. 
Harris,  Company  C;  Chaplain  W.  L.  Wayts  (Second  Kentucky);  C.  R.  Brusher, 
secretary  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Association;  Lieut,  and  Asst.  Surg.  L.  M. 
Elliot,  acting  commissary,  Second  Division  hospital;  Maj.  and  Surg.  S.  D.  Hub- 
bard, Ninth  New  York  Volunteers;  Lieut,  and  Asst.  Surg.  L.  Hommedean,  on 
duty  at  the  same  place;  also  Acting  Hosp.  Steward  J.  C.  Hancock,  and  Privates 
Saunders,  Ronen,  and  Case,  who  were  attendants  upon  the  ward  in  which  Curry 
was  sick;  also  Maj.  and  Surg.  W.  H.  Dade  and  Capt.  and  Asst.  Surg.  R.  N".  Winn, 
of  the  Second  Kentucky  Regiment. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  N.  Jenne, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon  Volunteers, 
Acting  Medical  Inspector  Third  Corps. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  July  18,  1898. 
Hon.  William  O.  Bradley, 

Governor,  Frankfort,  Ky. 
My  Dear  Sir:  In  further  response  to  your  letter  of  23d  ultimo,  submitting  to 
the  Department  a  communication  addressed  to  you  by  Willis  L.  Wayts,  chaplain 
Second  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry,  complaining  that  the  sick  in  division  hos- 
pitals at  Chickamauga  do  not  receive  proper  attention,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that 
the  chief  surgeon  Third  Army  Corps  reports  as  follows: 

In  organizing  the  Second  Division  hospital  of  this  corps,  having  no  officers  or  men  of  the 
Regular  Army  who  were  familiar  with  such  undertakings,  we  were  obliged  to  call  upon  the 
volunteer  regimental  surgeons  for  the  necessary  work  of  assembling  the  material,  organizing 
the  hospital,  receiving  and  caring  for  the  patients.  At  the  time  referred  to  within  I  had  but  30 
men  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  themselves  recruits,  to  man  this  hospital  and  to  provide  for  the 
numerous  wants  of  an  unusually  large  number  of  patients.  Medical  officers  were  detailed  from 
the  various  volunteer  regiments  for  the  care  of  the  sick,  among  them  Assistant  Surgeon  Winr, 
Second  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry;  and  I  believe  they  worked  zealously,  though  with  un 
familiar  means  and  under  strange  conditions,  to  meet  the  large  demands  made  upon  them. 

While  such  occurrences  as  within  referred  to  are  to  be  regretted  both  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  service  and  the  man,  they  can  not  always  be  avoided  under  the  existing  conditions,  and 
must  be  accepted  as  an  incident  of  war,  which,  at  its  best,  is  cruel. 

and  the  Deputy  Surgeon  General,  Albert  Hartsuff ,  adds: 

-  I  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  neglect  here  such  as  is  described  within.  Some  medical 
officers  and  nurses  are  naturally  more  attentive  than  others,  but  I  believe  all,  or  nearly  all,  are 
trying  to  do  their  duty,  notwithstanding  the  bad  effect  of  an  occasional  discouraging  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 


216        INVESTIGATION   OF    CONDUCT   OF    WAR   WITH    SPAIN. 
THE  GOVERNOR  OF  ARKANSAS  COMPLAINS. 

State  of  Arkansas,  Executive  Office, 

Little  Rock,  Ark.,  July  9,  1898. 
Gen.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Business  of  importance  here,  which  required  my  immediate  attention, 
prevented  my  returning  from  Washington,  upon  the  occasion  of  my  recent  visit 
there,  via  Chickamauga  Park,  as  I  had  expected  to  do.  I  did,  however,  spend 
the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  days  of  this  month  at  "Camp  Thomas,"  inspecting 
conditions  there  as  thoroughly  as  possible  within  that  time. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  made  during  my  recent  interview  with  you, 
that  I,  an  old  soldier,  give  you  my  impression  of  conditions  there,  I  have  to  say: 

I  found  the  men,  not  only  of  the  Arkansas  regiments,  but  generally,  cheerful 
and  happy ,  and  with  but  few  complaints.  One  of  them,  which  I  consider  serious, 
is  as  to  the  water  supply,  which  is  by  pipe  line  from  Chickamauga  Creek.  This 
water  is  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  Nearly  all  of  the  diseases  are  typhoid  fever 
and  dysentery,  southern  diseases,  nearly  always  to  be  traced  to  the  water.  I  am 
fearful  that  this  water '  supply  will  make  these  diseases  very  prevalent  as  the 
summer  goes  on. 

With  3  miles  more  of  pipe  line,  connection  can  be  made  with  "  Crawfish  Spring" 
and  afford  from  there  an  unlimited  supply  of  purest  spring  water  for  all  purposes 
for  the  entire  camp.  I  was  informed  that  connection  was  not  made  with  the 
spring  because  of  a  difficulty  in  procuring  the  privilege  from  the  owners.  It 
must  be  a  large  sum  of  money  indeed  which  is  demanded  for  this  privilege  which 
the  exigencies  of  the  occasion  do  not  justify.  I  respectfully  urge  your  immediate 
attention  to  this,  as  involving  the  health  of  every  man  at  "Camp  Thomas." 

The  only  other  complaint  which  I  consider  serious  is  of  the  division  hospital  of 
the  Second  Divison,  Third  Corps,  and  of  this  I  shall  speak  plainly.  The  regi- 
mental hospitals  have  been  practically  abolished,  all  men  sick  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  being  transferred  to  division  hospital.  The  one  for  the  division  above 
mentioned  I  found,  after  a  personal  investigation,  to  be  deplorable,  and  that  con- 
ditions there,  until  very  recently,  have  been  simply  disgraceful.  It  is  in  charge 
of  surgeons  from  Northern  States,  who,  I  understand,  confess  they  are  not  familiar 
with  the  diseases  prevalent  peculiar  to  the  South.  In  addition  to  this  they  seem 
not  to  have  the  requisite  executive  ability,  and  men  sent  there  have  been  shame- 
fully neglected  by  the  attendants.  There  are  well-authenticated  instances  of  men 
suffering  with  fever  being  without  water  for  twenty-four  hours;  of  men  sick  in 
the  hospital  for  a  week  without  a  single  call  from  a  surgeon  or  a  dose  of  medicine. 
I  visited  this  hospital  in  person  and  talked  with  every  Arkansas  man  in  it,  and 
they,  as  well  as  many  men  from  other  States,  told  me,  in  the  presence  of  the 
surgeons  in  charge,  of  neglect,  lack  of  attention,  and  even  food,  which  was  inex- 
cusable. These  complaints  are  so  general  and  so  well  authenticated  that  I  was 
satisfied  of  their  truth.  Desertions  from  the  hospital  and  return  under  guard  are 
frequent.  Men  remain  in  their  quarters,  attempting  to  drill,  and  fall  in  the  ranks, 
rather  than  go  to  this  hospital,  swearing  they  would  rather  goto  a  military  prison. 
These  men,  if  left  with  their  regiments,  would  be  cared  for  by  their  surgeons  and 
friends,  and  this  suffering  is  unnecessary  and  criminal  upon  the  part  of  some 
person  or  persons.  I  am  informed  reliably  that  General  Compton's  attention  was 
repeatedly  called  to  these  conditions,  which  have  now  existed  for  some  weeks, 
and  that  he  refuses  to  take  summary  action,  but  insists  that  charges  be  preferred 
in  formal  manner  and  come  to  him  through  the  regular  channels,  which  is  dilatory 
and  entails  further  suffering. 

My  inference  during  the  late  war,  and,  I  am  constrained  to  believe,  your  own, 
was  that  the  regimental  hospitals  were  most  satisfactory.    In  view  of  these  facts, 
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I  respectfully  urge  a  return  to  that  system,  or,  if  this  can  not  be  done,  that  the 
abuses  in  this  particular  division  hospital  be  corrected  and  competent  men  placed 
in  charge;  and  in  this  connection  I  would  urge  that  surgeons  who  have  practiced 
in  the  South  be  detailed  there,  not  as  a  matter  of  politics  or  sentiment,  but  in 
justice  to  the  soldiers,  be  they  Northern  or  Southern. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  one  other  matter,  and  not  in  the  spirit  of  criti- 
cism. It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  few  or  none  of  the  troops  from  the  South  have 
been  ordered  to  the  front,  and  is  a  matter  of  considerable  comment.  Our  Arkan- 
sas regiments  are  97  per  cent  native  born,  90  per  cent  unmarried,  their  average 
ages  25  years,  and  were  selected  after  a  rigid  physical  examination,  and  compare 
with  any  regiment  in  size  and  physique.  I  have  seen  them  drill  and  have  been 
with  them  in  camp  three  days,  and  consider  them  to-day  better  drilled  and  dis- 
ciplined than  the  men  on  either  side  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  for  having  been 
a  prisoner  twice  I  had  the  opportunity  for  judging  the  Northern  as  well  as  the 
Southern  troops.  They  are  inured  to  Southern  clime,  and  they  are  spoiling  for 
service.  I  beg  you  to  give  them  a  chance,  and  urge  that  our  two  regiments  be 
sent  forward  to  Cuba  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Dan'l  W.  Jones, 

Governor  of  Arkansas. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

July  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who,  after  reading  contents,  will  send  to 
the  Surgeon-General. 

R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

July  17,  1898. 
Noted  and  respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army. 

M.  D.  Ludington, 

Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-Generals  Office, 

July  20,  189S. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Hartsuff,  deputy  surgeon-general,  chief  surgeon 
First  Army  Corps,  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  for  report. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army. 
[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Georgia,  July  23,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  surgeon,  Third  Corps,  for  report. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  of  Surgeon-General, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  2h,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  surgeon,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  for  investigation 
and  report. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Third  Corps. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  28,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  officer,  Second  Division  hospital,  Third  Corps,  for 
investigation  and  report,  specifically  as  (1)  to  the  men  going  twenty-four  hours  without  water, 
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(2)  as  to  character  of  men,  (3)  detail  to  Hospital  Corps,  (4)  as  to  lack  of  food  and  its  char- 
acter, (5)  average  daily  sickness  of  sick  in  hospital  of  First  and  Second  Arkansas  regiments 
from  July  1  to  date,  (6)  average  daily  sickness  of  regiments  per  day  in  division,  (7)  regiment 
of  maximum  sickness  per  day,  and  (8)  regiment  of  minimum  sickness  per  day, 

J.  M.  Jenne, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Field  Hospital,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  W,  1898 
Respectfully  returned  with  statement  attached. 

G.  A.  Smith, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Commanding  Corps. 

A. 

Concerning  the  Second  Division  hospital,  Third  Corps,  I  desire  to  state  that  I  was  assigned  to 
duty  in  it  as  a  ward  physician  July  15  last,  in  which  capacity  I  continued  to  act  till  on  or  about 
August  6,  at  which  time,  owing  to  the  obnoxious  character  of  the  work  and  the  inadequate 
facilities  for  doing  it,  I  felt  that  I  could  not  identify  myself  with  the  same  to  the  detriment  of 
my  professional  character  and  standing.  1  consequently  tendered  my  immediate  and  uncondi 
tional  resignation,  and  asked  for  a  ten  days'  leave  of  absence  pending  action  upon  the  same. 
The  ten  days'  leave  was  granted,  but  before  availing  myself  of  the  same,  Maj.  B.  F.  Bradbury, 
commander  of  the  hospital— a  man  who  had  worked  under  great  disadvantages  to  revise  the 
standard  of  the  hospital,  a  man,  also,  for  whom  I  had  the  greatest  regard— was  taken  sick,  and 
to  enable  him  to  leave  this  pestilential  place  I  expressed  a  willingness  to  remain  on  duty,  and 
was  detailed  as  temporary  commander  of  the  hospital  by  Chief  Division  Surgeon  Jenne.  I 
acted  in  this  capacity,  bending  every  effort  to  carry  on  the  good  work  inaugurated  by  Major 
Bradbury  and  instituting  some  needed  reforms,  backed  at  all  times  by  every  medical  officer  on 
duty  here.  I  continued  as  temporary  commander  till  August  27,  since  which  time  only  I  have 
been  in  command  here.  I  desire  to  state  that  on  my  arrival  at  the  hospital  sick  men  were  being 
cared  for  in  tents  without  floors;  some  were  on  cots,  others  on  stretchers,  and  some  few  upon 
the  ground.  The  sick  multiplied,  and  these  conditions  continued,  despite  the  repeated  efforts 
(at  least  so  reported)  of  those  in  control,  to  secure  supplies  for  their  proper  care  and  treatment. 

I  desire  also  to  state  that  the  medicines  on  hand  were  entirely  inadequate  to  give  the  latest 
and  best  treatment  for  the  diseases  we  were  expected  to  combat,  there  not  being  either  intesti- 
nal antiseptics  or  digestives  of  any  kind  in  the  pharmacy.  The  pharmacy,  if  it  may  be  digni- 
fied by  that  title,  was  the  crudest  affair  imaginable.  It  contained  no  mortar  and  pestle,  no 
spatulas,  no  pill  machine  or  tile,  no  graduates,  no  powder  papers,  no  dispensing  boxes  or  bottles, 
and  not  even  a  scale  to  weigh  with;  instead,  the  druggists  prepared  their  powder  papers  from 
any  old  wrapping  paper  they  were  able  to  secure,  and,  if  a  liquid  was  dispensed,  they  had  to 
wait  the  emptying  of  some  drug  from  a  bottle  and  then  use  the  same.  A  case  knife  was  used 
as  a  spatula  and  a  board  for  a  pill  tile.  The  medicines  were  disposed  in  refuse  wrapping  paper 
and,  owing  to  the  dampness  prevalent,  they  frequently  softened  into  a  mass  and  were  not  fit 
for  administration. 

This  condition,  up  to  the  present  time,  although  somewhat  improved,  continues,  as,  despite 
frequent  effort  to  secure  them,  the  only  part  of  a  pharmaceutical  outfit  furnished  is  a  mortar 
and  pestle.  When  the  Government  failed  to  honor  requisitions  for  needed  drugs,  the  Red  Cross 
Society  furnished  some  seriously  needed  ones,  and  others  were  purchased  with  the  hospital  fund. 
The  conditions  just  enumerated  were  serious  enough,  but  they  were  nothing  in  comparison  with 
the  lack  of  ice,  water,  and  proper  nourishment.  For  days  after  my  arrival  here  there  was  no 
drinking  water  to  be  had  except  that  drawn  from  the  pipe  line  from  Chickamauga  Creek.  That, 
too,  was  unfiltered  and  unboiled,  as  it  was  so  filled  with  inorganic  material  that  the  filters 
furnished  soon  clogged  and  refused  to  work,  and  nothing  could  be  obtained  for  boiling  it. 

To  my  knowledge  every  effort  was  and  has  been  made  to  both  filter  and  boil  water  here,  but 
even  up  to  the  present  writing  no  facilities  have  been  given  to  enable  us  to  boil  even  enough 
water  for  drinking  purposes.  Realizing  that  death  was  in  Chickamauga  Creek  water,  before 
Major  Bradbury  returned  home  sick  the  hauling  of  water  from  Blue  Springs  was  commenced. 
This  would,  in  a  great  measure,  have  settled  the  water  question  had  we  been  able  to  secure 
barrels  for  containing  the  same,  but  this  Major  Bradbury  was  unable  to  do,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  nine  days'  delay— from  August  4  to  13— that  a  requisition  for  12  barrels  was  honored. 

Many  times  the  supply  of  ice  was  insufficient,  as  was  also  the  milk,  and  there  being  no 
hospital  fund  on  hand  it  could  not  be  increased,  and  in  consequence,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
Red  Cross,  the  National  Relief,  and  the  efforts  of  Chaplain  Keene,  of  the  First  Mississippi  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  the  sick  here  would  have  absolutely  perished  of  thirst  and  lack  of  nourishment. 

As  to  the  care  of  the  sick,  I  believe  there  is  some  ground  for  criticism,  as  up  to  August  1  five 
surgeons  only  were  on  duty  as  ward  physicians,  and  the  number  of  patients  had  then  reached 
nearly  400.  Consequently  it  was  a  physical  impossibility  for  anyone  to  render  the  attention  that 
was  necessary,  especially  as  many  of  the  sick  were  seriously  ill  with  typhoid  fever. 
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The  work  in  the  wards  at  this  time  was  so  onerous  that  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  the  present  honorable  president  of  your  board,  broke  down  under  it  and  asked  to 
be  relieved,  and  he  was  given  lighter  duty  by  being  placed  in  charge  of  the  surgical  ward.  The 
nursing,  too,  was  bad,  as  nearly  all  of  the  orderlies  on  duty  were  inexperienced  in  the  work, 
many  of  them  being  unwilling  workers,  and  some  of  them  densely  ignorant.  In  one  of  the 
wards  to  which  1  was  assigned  there  were  2  who  could  neither  read  nor  write  (at  least  they 
so  stated)  and  others  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  abbreviation  of  a.  m.  and  p.  m.  It  is  uni- 
versally understood  that  many  company  commanders  who  had  men  who  were  undesirable  to 
their  commands  unloaded  them  on  the  Hospital  Corps  when  called  upon  to  make  such  details. 
I  will  admit  that  this  statement  may  not  be  able  to  be  proven,  but  the  character  of  the  men  in 
many  instances  amply  substantiates  this  opinion. 

Since  I  have  been  in  command  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  in  only  a  very  few  instances 
have  I  had  occasion  to  question  the  efforts  of  the  surgeons  on  duty;  in  a  few  instances  an  appar- 
ent neglect  of  duty  was  due  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  duty,  and  in  other  cases  it  proved  to 
be  the  vaporings  of  sick  men  whose  statements  are  always  known  to  be  notoriously  unreliable. 
There  is  no  question  but  what  the  paper  or  clerical  part  of  the  hospital  has  not  been  up  to  stand- 
ard, but  there  is  in  my  judgment  no  way  by  which  it  could  be  avoided. 

"When  the  First  Maine,  the  Fifty-second  Iowa,  and  Fifth  Missouri  were  ordered  home  they 
took  from  us  a  large  majority  of  all  experienced  men  in  every  department;  the  going  of  the 
Fifth  Missouri  annihilated  our  office  force,  necessitating  the  placing  in  charge  of  the  various 
books  and  papers  absolutely  inexperienced  men,  and  the  mistakes  in  consequence  are  and  have 
been  legion.  The  case  of  Private  Nuns  is  an  illustration:  Upon  investigation  I  find  that  this 
man  died  at  between  8  and  9  o'clock  Saturday  evening,  the  27th  ultimo.  The  orderly  in  charge 
of  the  ward  in  which  he  died  notified  the  clerk  whose  duty  it  is  to  send  information  slips  notify- 
ing commanding  officers  of  deaths.  He,  the  clerk,  claimed  he  sent  the  information,  but  it  de- 
veloped it  was  verbally,  by  some  acquaintance  of  the  dead  man,  and  the  official  notice  was  not 
sent  until  some  thirty  hours  after  death.  Personally  I  knew  nothing  of  the  man's  death  until 
Monday  morning,  when  Steward  Hancock  asked  me  when  Nuns  would  be  buried.  I  at  once 
repaired  to  the  morgue  and  had  the  body  washed  and  dressed  for  burial,  and  the  quartermaster 
of  the  ambulance  company  was  about  to  do  his  duty  when  the  captain  of  the  company  to  which 
Nuns  formerly  belonged  claimed  the  body  and  it  was  given  into  his  charge.  This  man,  Captain 
O'Connor,  said  to  me  he  would  take  it  and  keep  it  until  Governor  Black  came,  to  show  him  how 
men  were  treated  in  the  hospitals  of  Chickamauga  Park. 

The  statements  made  regarding  the  cavities  of  this  dead  body  being  flyblown  are  correct,  as 
any  body  placed  in  a  tent  in  this  climate  at  this  season  of  the  year,  without  ice,  would  be  in  a 
like  condition  within  six  hours.  The  complaint  has  been  very  bitter  in  regard  to  an  autopsy 
being  held  on  this  case.  That  there  was  one  there  is  no  question.  It  was  done,  however, 
without  my  knowledge  or  permission,  and  I  have  always  refused  such  permission,  because  of  the 
opinion  of  the  public  regarding  such  procedures,  rather  than  because  of  thinking  anything 
wrong  in  making  them.  Captain  Farm  or,  of  the  Second  Kentucky,  who  was  attending  physician 
and  made  the  autopsy,  stated  to  me  he  did  so  to  confirm  the  diagnosis  of  typhoid  fever,  believ- 
ing he  had  such  a  right,  especially  as  on  his  descriptive  list  he  was  recorded  as  having  no 
friends  and  in  consequence  no  one  to  request  such  permission  from.  The  autopsy  was  correctly 
made,  the  seat  of  examination  properly  closed,  and  everything  done  in  a  decent  and  respectable 
manner. 

I  neglected  to  state  in  the  first  of  this  report  that  the  tentage  was  insufficient  to  properly  pro- 
tect the  sick.  Requisitions  were  made  for  tents,  but  none  were  secured  until  after  many  days' 
delay,  and  in  consequence  the  patients  were  so  thickly  crowded  in  the  ones  on  hand  that  when 
it  stormed  some  were  exposed  in  part  to  dampness  and  rain. 

About  the  middle  of  August  the  capacity  of  the  hospital  was  so  severely  taxed  that  the  hos- 
pital corps  was  practically  worn  out  and  in  consequence  unfit  for  fatigue  duty.  Details  were 
then  sent  from  the  regiments  to  do  the  necessary  policing,  etc.,  but  in  many  instances  they 
reported  without  tools,  and  in  some  instances  refused  to  do  the  work  assigned  them.  They 
required  the  attention  of  some  one  all  the  time  to  see  that  the  work  required  was  done  after  it 
was  ordered  and  designated.  All  this  caused  more  or  less  friction  between  the  hospital  and  the 
men  detailed  from  time  to  time,  and,  in  my  judgment,  accounts  to  a  great  extent  for  the  apparent 
anxiety  to  dig  up  something  that  would  reflect  upon  this  institution. 

It  is  my  desire,  gentlemen,  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  every  way  possible  to  find  out  if  anyone 
here  has  neglected  any  duty,  and  to  fasten  the  responsibility  for  proper  supplies  not  being  fur- 
nished upon  the  proper  person  or  persons.  It  is  also  my  desire  that  no  one  innocent  of  any 
dereliction  of  duty  shall  suffer.  Consequently,  if  I  have  not  fully  covered  the  ground  in  the 
written  statement  I  will  cheerfully  reply  to  any  questions  you  may  desire  to  ask. 

I  also  desire  to  state  that  every  request  and  requisition  made  since  I  have  been  in  charge  here 
has  been  approved  by  both  the  Division  and  Corps  surgeons,  but  in  many  instances  they  were 
not  honored. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  a.  Smith, 

Major,  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Commanding  Second  Division  Hospital,  Third  Corps. 
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[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  29,  1S9S. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  chief  surgeon,  Third  Corps,  inviting  attention  to  preceding 
indorsement. 

J.  M.  Jenne, 
Major,  Chief  Surgeon  Second  Division,  Third  Corps. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  29,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army,  inviting  attention  to  the 
inclosed  report. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Third  Corps. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  BROOKE  REPLIES,  THROUGH  HIS  ASSISTANT  ADJUTANT-GENERAL, 
TO  BRIGADIER-GENERAL  SANGER'S  PROTESTS  AGAINST  INTERFERENCE  WITH 
HIS  COMMAND,  AND  ANNOUNCES  THAT  HE  TAKES  CONTROL  OF  ALL  HOSPITALS. 

Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps  and  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  20, 1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 

(Through  headquarters  First  Army  Corps.) 

Sir:  I  showed  your  personal  note  to  General  Brooke  this  morning,  and  he 
desired  me  to  say  that  he  has  been  for  some  time  aware  of  the  differences  that 
have  arisen  between  commanding  generals  of  divisions  and  brigades  and  medical 
officers  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  hospital  and  ambulance  corps, 
but  he  has  hoped  that  that  organization,  which  is  a  new  scheme  in  our  field 
service,  would  adjust  itself  by  experience  to  military  conditions,  and  also  that 
military  commanders  would  likewise  adjust  their  ideas  of  military  control  to 
meet  a  situation  which  is  as  yet  untried  by  overlooking  many  errors  of  judgment 
on  the  part  of  medical  officers  who  may  lack  in  military  experience  or  the  cus- 
toms of  the  service.  To  accomplish  this  all  should  lend  their  best  efforts  and 
neither  should  encroach  on  the  other.  Therefore,  until  the  division  hospital  and 
ambulance  corps  organization  has  crystallized  itself  and  its  rights  and  privileges 
are  defined  more  clearly  from  results,  General  Brooke  desires  me  to  inform  you 
that  in  so  far  as  the  internal  control  of  the  organizations  named  is  concerned  he 
wishes  it  to  be  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Corps,  and 
each  division  hospital  with  its  chief  consequently  under  the  same  control  in  so 
far  as  relates  to  interior  management,  the  whole  being  thus  under  the  command 
of  the  corps  commander.  When  a  division  separates  from  its  corps,  its  comple- 
ment of  the  hospital-ambulance  corps  goes  with  it,  and  that,  of  course,  is  under 
command  of  the  division  commander,  and  the  same  rule  applies  to  a  brigade, 
regiment,  or  detachment. 

With  reference  to  the  inspections  you  speak  of,  the  General  wishes  me  to  say 
that  Colonel  Hartsuff ,  Colonel  Huidekoper,  and  Major  Mason  are  officers  of  his 
staff;  that  any  inspections  made  by  them  have  been  informal,  made  by  his  direc- 
tion for  his  information  and  for  purposes  of  instruction  to  inexperienced  medical 
officers,  and  that  while  he  most  certainly  expects  them  to  render  all  due  respect 
to  all  commanding  officers  he  can  not  realize  that  they  have  committed  military 
improprieties  in  doing  this  informal  work,  but  that  in  order  that  they  may  not 
commit  such  errors  he  has  sent  them  copies  of  this  letter  and  given  them  oral 
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instruction  that  they  should  always  give  not  only  due  respect  to  the  commanders 
of  divisions  and  brigades,  but  to  all  commanding  officers;  to  in  no  way  trans- 
gress military  rules;  in  every  way  to  work  for  the  good  of  the  service  and  the 
good  of  all  concerned. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  V.  Richards, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

H.  L.  Scott, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  28,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  Van  R.  Hoff, 

Chief  Surgeon  Third  Army  Corps,  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Georgia. 
My  Dear  Colonel:  Your  letter  of  July  13  has  remained  unanswered  because  I 
have  not  been  able  to  find  the  time  to  write.  I  trust  now  that  you  are  at  the 
head  of  medical  matters  at  Camp  Thomas  you  will  be  able  to  get  what  you  require 
for  your  division  hospitals.  You  say  they  are  both  practically  general  hospitals. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  the  present  to  continue  to  care  for  most  of  your  sick,  as 
our  general  hospitals  in  the  South  are  all  full.  I  wish  you  to  make  prompt  requi- 
sitions, by  telegraph  if  necessary,  for  everything  necessary  for  the  proper  care  of 
the  sick  in  your  division  hospitals.  If  you  need  mattresses,  we  will  send  them  to 
you,  although  they  are  not  on  the  Field-Supply  Table.  If  you  need  more  acting 
assistant  surgeons,  let  me  know  and  I  will  send  them  to  you.  You  say  that  you  can 
not  get  canvas  enough  to  cover  your  sick,  though  hospital  tents  spread  themselves 
in  every  direction  for  the  use  of  individual  officers.  If  I  were  in  your  place,  I 
would  have  those  tents,  if  I  could  not  get  any  others,  or  I  would  make  a  big  row 
about  it.  The  flooring  of  tents  is  done  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department.  I 
am  sure  that  the  Secretary  will  give  orders,  if  necessary,  that  your  hospital  tents 
shall  be  floored  and  framed  and  that  you  have  an  ample  provision  of  water.  I  am 
overwhelmed  with  work  and  I  depend  upon  the  chief  surgeons  in  the  various 
camps  to  make  proper  provision  for  their  sick.  Your  typhoid  cases  will  probably 
do  quite  as  well  in  camp  as  they  would  in  a  general  hospital  and  it  will  give 
medical  officers  something  to  do  to  take  care  of  them.  If  all  the  sick  are  to  be 
sent  away  from  these  large  camps  and  all  the  doctors  kept,  it  throws  a  burden 
upon  this  office  which  it  is  difficult  to  carry. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

G.  M.  Sternberg,  Surgeon-General. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  WOODHULL,  DEPUTY  SURGEON-GENEEAL  —  REPORT  OF 
INSPECTION  OF  CAMPS  AND  HOSPITALS  AT  CHICKAMAUGA,  WITH  INDORSE- 
MENTS, AND  A  REPLY  BY  DEPUTY  SURG.  GEN.  A.  HARTSUFF. 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  7, 1898 '. 
The  Surgeon-General. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  War  Department  order  (Special  Orders  162,  30, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  c.  s.),  I  have  made  a  sanitary  inspection  of  the  various 
camps  and  field  hospitals  at  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  and  of  the  Leiter  General 
Hospital  and  report  as  follows: 

I  personally  examined  every  regiment  in  camp  excepting  one  or  two  that 
arrived  during  my  visit  and  were  assigned  to  brigades  already  inspected  and 
those  that  were  ordered  from  the  camp  before  I  reached  them  in  regular  course. 
I  also  inspected  all  places  where  the  sick  are  cared  for. 
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The  latest  return  gave  43,723  officers  and  men  present  and  2,988  of  those  sick, 
exclusive  of  those  sent  to  general  hospital  and  those  who  have  died  or  have  been 
discharged  for  disability.  This  represents  6.83  per  cent  present  sick,  of  which  at 
least  4  per  cent  is  grave,  and  both  the  rate  and  gravity  are  increasing. 

The  determining  conditions  are  (1)  site,  (2)  water  supply,  (3)  character  of 
troops,  (4)  climate,  (5)  shelter  and  occupancy  of  camp,  and  (6)  employment  and 
control.  These  are  not  independent,  but  are  conjoined  factors  treated  separately 
in  this  report  for  convenience,  but  exerting  their  influence  together. 

(1)  Site. — The  camp  includes  an  irregular  area  10  to  12  miles  square,  or  about 
70,000  acres,  bounded  on  the  west  by  Chickamauga  Creek.  The  surface  is  both 
rolling  and  level,  partly  wooded  and  partly  entirely  cleared.  The  greater  part 
has  sufficient  grade  to  carry  the  surface  water  into  natural  channels  that  are  dry 
except  after  rainfall.  The  timber  is  not  dense  and  is  free  from  undergrowth,  so 
that  the  sun  reaches  the  ground  in  nearly  all  places.  There  are  no  distinct 
swamps  or  morasses,  but  what  are  known  locally  as  the  "  flat  woods  "  should  not 
be  occupied,  although  some  were  camped  in.  The  whole  region  is  underlaid 
with  magnesian  limestone,  which  in  some  places  crops  out  at  the  surface  and  in 
others  is  covered  with  dense  and  tenacious  clay,  varying  in  depth  from  a  few 
inches  to  many  feet.  There  are  a  few  hillocks  of  gravel,  1  am  told,  but  I  saw 
none  opened.  The  rock  is  irregular  in  density  as  well  as  in  disposition.  A  part 
requires  blasting  and  a  part  is  fragile.  Borings  showed  different  strata  of  vary- 
ing degrees  of  hardness  with  intermediate  layers  of  dense  clay.  Communicating 
rifts  may  be  expected  in  such  limestone,  permitting  contamination  of  water  over 
considerable  distances.  It  is  claimed,  however,  that  no  such  rifts  have  been 
recognized  in  boring  more  than  thirty  wells.  Their"  occurrence  large  enough  to 
allow  a  free  flow  of  water  is  nevertheless  possible.  These  wells  go  to  a  gravel 
from  which  water  rises  near  to  the  surface,  but  the  engineer  does  not  know 
whether  the  same  b©d  is  always  reached.  There  are  "sink  holes"  in  various 
places  that  are  not  filled  by  any  water  flowing  in  them  and  some  wells  are  roily 
after  rains.  It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  there  is  at  least  occasional  intercom- 
munication. Where  clay  is  encountered,  and  most  of  the  camps  are  over  clay,  it 
holds  water  almost  as  cement  would,  making  the  construction  and  care  of  the 
sinks  very  difficult.  In  other  cases  the  nearness  of  the  rock  to  the  surface  makes 
them  very  shallow.  The  camps  that  are  in  low  ground  are  consequently  wet 
and  very  imperfectly  drained.  Since  the  middle  or  20th  of  July  a  good  deal  of 
rain  has  fallen;  previously  the  dust  was  spoken  of  as  intense. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  local  feeling  in  favor  of  vacating  the  woods  altogether 
and  encamping  entirely  in  the  open.  1  think  no  camps  should  be  in  the  "  flat  '  or 
"  low  "  woods,  but  the  high  woods  are  dry  and  are  too  sparse  to  interfere  seriously 
with  the  sunlight.  ~ 

(2)  Water  supply.— {a)  From  the  Chickamauga  Creek,  which  runs  through  an 
alluvial  bottom,  an  extensive  pipe  system  has  been  introduced  from  which  water 
may  be  drawn  by  frequent  taps.  At  the  time  of  inspection  this  water  was  very 
muddy  from  frequent  rain.  In  other  respects  there  was  no  gross  contamination 
as  far  as  recognized,  except  such  as  would  naturally  be  found  in  a  sparsely  settled 
agricultural  and  somewhat  malarious  region.  The  sewage  from  the  Leiter  Hos- 
pital does  not  flow  into  the  Chickamauga,  as  has  been  charged. 

(b)  There  are  numerous  surface  "  springs,"  the  most  of  which  should  not  be 
used,  but  from  which  the  men  have  drank  freely.  The  Park  Commission  has 
filled  the  more  objectionable  of  these. 

(c)  More  than  thirty  driven  wells  have  been  bored  to  water-bearing  gravel. 
Some  of  these  are  less  than  50  feet  deep;  the  others  range  from  64  to  156  feet  in 
depth,  14  of  them  being  more  than  100  feet.  The  construction  of  the  wells  them- 
selves is  very  good;  the  casing  is  iron,  hammered  into  a  tight  joint  running  down 
15  feet,  and  the  pump  is  placed  on  a  tight  cap  elevated  above  the  surface.    I  think 
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no  surface  contamination  need  be  feared,  but  it  is  probable  that  some  are  directly- 
polluted  through  neighboring  sink  holes.  Several  have  been  condemned  on  sus- 
picion, of  which  a  part  at  least  is  well  founded.  In  one  instance  (the  Jay's  Mill 
well)  the  pump  has  been  placed  in  a  so-called  spring  and  receives  a  great  deal  of 
objectionable  waste,  and  after  heavy  rain  the  wash  runs  into  the  top,  as  shown 
by  the  flood  mark. 

(d)  There  are  also  on  the  grounds  and  within  a  few  miles  of  the  park  very  large 
springs  having  a  prodigious  flow,  from  which  some  regiments  have  their  water 
brought  in  barrels  or  tanks  for  their  immediate  supply.  I  was  unable  to  examine 
the  springs  that  are  beyond  the  park  limits,  and  one  large  spring  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  its  camp,  from  which  the  First  Mississippi  is  drawing  water,  seemed 
liable  to  be  hurtful  unless  the  water  is  boiled. 

The  effort  has  been  to  limit  the  drinking  water  to  the  wells  and  the  safe  springs 
and,  after  precautions,  to  the  pipe  line;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  water  from  all 
sources,  from  the  pipes  and  from  the  surface  springs,  has  been  freely  used  with- 
out preparation.  This  occurred  repeatedly  within  my  personal  observation,  and 
before  the  supply  was  as  general  as  now  doubtless  was  much  more  common. 

Filters  of  two  varieties,  both  of  which  require  to  be  used  with  the  same  water, 
have  been  introduced,  but  only  recently.  There  is  a  general  complaint,  which  I 
think  is  well  founded,  that  under  the  conditions  the  apparatus  is  insufficient  and 
inefficient.  It  was  repeatedly  reported  that  the  Berkefeld  filter  would  require 
cleansing  after  preparing  half  a  bucket  of  water,  and  many  have  been  broken  in 
the  very  act  of  filtering.  In  very  few  regiments  are  all  the  Berkefeld  filters  in 
operation,  and  in  some  they  were  distinctly  abandoned  after  a  few  days'  use. 
Practically,  as  already  remarked,  a  great  many  men  drink  without  discrimina- 
tion any  water  they  find.  Without  doubt  the  best  arrangement  is  that  of  the 
Third  Tennessee,  where  all  of  the  eleven  filters  supplied  the  regiment  are  con- 
centrated into  one  battery  under  the  charge  of  an  officer,  but  even  here,  where 
extreme  care  appears  to  be  taken,  four  candles  were  broken  already.  The  supply 
of  water  is  insufficient,  and  has  been  more  so.  Where  the  filters  are  depended  on, 
the  flow  is  not  adequate.  The  very  best  showing  is  that  of  the  Third  Tennessee, 
just  quoted,  which  gives  1  barrel  and  4  buckets,  or,  at  the  outside,  66  gallons,  for 
company  of  more  than  100  men  for  twenty-four  hours  for  all  potable  and  culinary 
purposes.  Including  unavoidable  waste,  that  does  not  allow  more  than  5  pints 
per  man.  This  is  a  probable  maximum,  and  from  this  it  dwindles  to  a  zero  of 
filtered  water  and  a  very  small  amount  of  that  which  has  been  boiled. 

There  are  general  instructions  to  boil  all  the  water,  whether  filtered  or  not.  In 
the  only  regiment  I  could  be  sure  that  order  was  actually  enforced  (Eighth  Mas- 
sachusetts) no  typhoid  has  yet  been  recognized,  and  although  the  camp  is  very  low 
and  wet  and  remittent  fever  has  occurred  within  the  last  fortnight,  the  general 
sick  rate  is  only  2.56  per  cent.  As  will  appear  later,  I  do  not  think  the  water  is 
solely  at  fault  in  the  spread  of  typhoid,  but  the  more  copiously  and  the  purer  it 
can  be  furnished  the  better  will  be  the  general  health. 

There  is  general  complaint  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  barrels  for  the  storage  of 
water  and,  where  it  is  hauled  from  springs,  for  its  transportation.  Some  regi- 
ments have  bought  their  own  barrels,  and  occasionally  a  tank  has  been  procured. 
Barrels  are  not  particularly  costly,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  be  authorized  and  required  to  supply  thesS  frefely  and  that  those 
necessarily  abandoned  be  expended. 

(3)  Character  of  troops. — As  is  well  understood,  the  regiments  at  Camp  Thomas 
have  all  been  newly  raised.  Some  of  them  contain  many  immature  men;  others 
have  an  undue  proportion  of  men  positively  unfit  for  service  from  preexisting 
disability;  the  most  come  from  very  different  climates;  for  some  the  food  is 
unusual  and  difficult  of  assimilation;  the  most  of  those  who  have  had  field  expe- 
rience have  been  in  militia  camps  of  short  duration,  where  there  was  no  occasion 
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to  take  especial  care  of  themselves.  As  a  consequence,  in  everything  pertaining 
to  field  hygiene  the  men  are  sadly  deficient.  Not  only  are  the  most  of  the  officers 
practically  as  ignorant  as  the  men,  but  the  regimental  discipline  varies  very 
much,  and  in  many  cases  appears  still  extremely  lax.  This  is  important  in  its 
bearing  upon  the  apparently  little  things  that  in  the  aggregate  make  up  the  foun- 
dation of  camp  sanitation.  The  dirty  camps  are  the  sickly  camps  here,  as  else- 
where. 

But  discipline  and  intelligence  have  their  reward  also.  Without  specifying 
instances  low  in  the  scale,  attention  is  invited  to  the  Eighth  Massachusetts, 
already  cited,  where  the  positive  enforcement  of  orders,  by  punitive  measures  when 
necessary,  has  resulted  in  the  actual  use  of  only  boiled  water  for  drinking,  with 
exemption  from  typhoid  fever  and  a  low  sick  rate  as  a  probable  consequence. 
Again,  in  the  case  of  the  Fifth  Missouri,  I  was  informed  by  the  colonel  that 
especial  pains  had  been  taken  to  exclude  lads,  and  that  the  average  of  his  men  was 
28  years.  In  this  command,  whose  surroundings  were  extraordinarily  bad,  where 
1 ,300  men  had  been  confined  since  the  27th  of  May  on  an  area  320  by  230  yards,  shut 
in  by  other  regiments,  with  sinks  immediately  about  them  and  constantly  encroach- 
ing nearer  and  nearer,  with  necessarily  narrowed  and  crowded  streets,  although 
typhoid  fever  has  appeared,  the  actual  sick  list  was  relatively  low,  being  3.2  per 
cent.  This  I  attribute  to  the  greater  resisting  power  of  these  full-grown  men. 
An  immature  regiment  must  have  been  badly  shattered  under  such  conditions. 

(4)  Climate. — The  heat  and  humidity  at  Camp  Thomas  are  very  great  now. 
Early  in  the  season  the  weather  was  dry,  with  occasional  showers.  Since  the  20th 
of  July,  and  perhaps  earlier,  copious  rains  have  fallen.  At  first  there  were  clouds 
of  dust,  later  the  heavy  rain  has  run  off  by  the  natural  channels,  except  in  the 
"  flat  woods,"  but  have  made  the  sinks  still  more  difficult  to  take  care  of,  have 
rendered  the  tents  damp,  and  doubtless  are  increasing  the  causes  of  malarious 
diseases. 

(5)  Shelter  and  occupancy  and  arrangement  of  camps. — All  the  troops  are 
under  canvas,  and  nearly  all  the  canvas  is  overcrowded.  The  tents  are  of  many 
patterns — a  few  shelter,  more  conical  and  conical  wall,  some  State  tents  of  various 
sizes  (the most  of  which  are  so-called  "  flood"  tents  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  very 
old  and  nearly  all  leaky) ,  and  the  greater  part  the  improved  common  or  A  wall 
tent.  The  occupants  vary  from  2  in  the  shelter  to  4  and  5  in  the  A,  C  or  8  in  the 
"  flood,"  and  15  or  16  in  the  conical. 

Many  of  the  regimental  sites  are  precisely  the  same  as  those  occupied  from  the 
beginning.  A  few  of  the  regiments  have  been  moved,  and  it  is  probable  that  more 
are  now  being  changed;  but  at  the  time  of  my  observation  many  of  the  commands 
had  been  in  absolutely  the  same  position  for  two  months  and  more.  Not  only 
were  the  camp  sites  the  same,  but  in  most  instances  the  tents  themselves  stood 
where  they  had  first  been  placed.  In  scarcely  any  instance  was  fresh  ground 
available,  as  it  should  be,  upon  which  the  tents  might  be  moved  laterally  every 
week  or  ten  days.  Consequently  the  ground  itself  is  being  poisoned,  imperceptibly 
but  persistently,  by  the  human  body  without  the  disinfectant  and  redeeming 
action  of  direct  sunlight  upon  it.  The  contents  of  the  tents,  such  as  blankets, 
straw,  and  the  like,  have  been  irregularly  removed  into  the  open  air,  but  as  a  rule 
not  often  enough.  Direct  touch  showed  in  many  instances  that  these  articles  and 
the  ground  were  damp .  The  camps  j  speaking  generally ,  were  crowded ,  not  merely 
as  to  inhabitants,  but  as  to  neighborhood.  There  was  abundant  room  between 
divisions  and  generally  between  brigades,  but  many  of  the  brigade  camps  were 
too  compressed,  and  with  some  of  the  regiments  the  compression  was  extreme  and 
in  defiance  of  all  sanitary  laws;  this  in  addition  to  the  tents  themselves  having 
too  many  occupants.  The  difficulty  probably  arose  originally  from  the  expecta- 
tion that  many  more  troops  would  be  sent  into  the  park,  for  whom  space  must  be 
reserved.    In  some  cases  higher  authority  arbitrarily  established  the  regimental 


CHICKAMAUGA  PARK,  GEORGIA.      225 

lines.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  effect  is  clear.  The  tents  are  overcrowded  and 
without  sufficient  adjoining  space;  the  streets  are  narrow,  and  the  soil  is  becom- 
ing more  and  more  charged  with  filth.  Owing  to  reasons  previously  explained, 
competent  sinks  were  made  with  difficulty  and  were  multiplied  on  account  of 
their  shallowness  and  the  rapidity  with  which  they  filled  with  water.  They  thus 
encroached  more  and  more  upon  the  open  space  and  intruded  toward  the  camps. 
For  instance,  in  the  Second  Arkansas  (Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third 
Army  Corps)  the  men's  sinks  were  within  30  yards  of  the  kitchens  and  were  very 
offensive.  The  kitchen  sinks  were  intermediate  and  so  full  and  so  foul  that  mag- 
gots were  abundant  on  the  surface.  In  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  the  camp  site  was 
lower  than  the  sinks,  and  during  recent  rains  these  overflowed  and  flooded  the 
camp.  The  sick  report  of  that  regiment  was  11  per  cent,  including  25  cases  recog- 
nized as  typhoid  and  15  supposed  to  be  of  that  disease,  with  the  sick  rate 
increasing. 

More  than  half  of  the  men  slept  on  the  ground.  In  some  regiments  the  tents 
were  floored,  in  others  cots  and  field  bedsteads  were  arranged,  but  always  at  pri- 
vate or  regimental  expense.  The  motive  in  many  instances  doubtless  was  com- 
fort, but  in  one  regiment  (Third  Tennessee)  the  men  bought  the  cots  because 
they  had  learned  by  experience  in  civil  life  that  it  was  harmful  to  sleep  on  the 
ground  in  that  climate.  In  a  very  sickly  regiment  (Ninth  Pennsylvania)  the 
medical  officer  pointed  out  a  very  high  three-story  bunk  whose  tenants  he  declared 
the  healthiest  in  the  command.  A  group  of  three  is  too  small  to  reason  from, 
but  it  is  significant  that  among  much  sickness  these  men  escaped.  The  sanitary 
advantage  of  being  off  the  ground  is  freedom  from  dampness,  and  especially 
escape  from  the  immediate  influence  of  the  ground  air,  which,  under  the  condi- 
tions described,  must  be  peculiarly  deleterious. 

It  is  recommended  that  in  all  camps  of  position  in  southern  climates  the  tents 
be  floored  with  a  considerable  space  beneath,  and  that  the  floors  be  portable  so 
that  they  may  be  moved  (within  the  camp)  when  necessary  for  change  of  site  or 
for  police.  The  expenditure  of  a  few  feet  of  lumber  when  the  regiment  departs 
is  well  balanced  by  the  greater  physical  efficiency  of  the  men. 

Quite  independently  of  any  specific  contamination  of  the  water  supply  (and 
were  the  general  water  supply  thus  contaminated  the  typhoid  fever  would  also 
be  general,  which  as  yet  it  is  not),  the  pollution  of  the  soil  by  faecal  discharges, 
specifically  diseased  or  healthful,  leads  to  the  occurrence  of  diarrhea,  to  general 
physical  depression,  moderate  fevers  and  undermining  of  the  men's  health;  and 
whether  an  imported  case  or  not  is  necessary  to  fire  the  train,  it  is  the  universal 
experience  of  armies  that  outbreaks  of  typhoid  fever  will  occur  under  just  such 
circumstances. 

This  is  perfectly  understood  and  always  anticipated  by  sanitarians  where  pre- 
cautionary measures  are  not  carried  into  effect.  In  this  case,  besides  having  a 
congenial  soil  fertilized  day  by  day  for  such  seed,  the  seed  itself  was  introduced 
directly  by  various  regiments,  as  Thirty-first  Michigan,  First  South  Carolina  (as 
reported,  regiment  has  left  the  park) ,  Fifty-second  Iowa,  which  brought  no  acute 
case,  but  was  infected  before  arrival,  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  which  has  had 
already  100  cases  in  all.  Besides  which  certain  regiments  (Fourteenth  Minnesota, 
Sceond  Ohio,  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry)  have  treated  cases  for  con- 
siderable periods  in  the  camps  themselves.  It  can  not  be  necessary  to  enlarge  on 
the  facilities  for  the  spread  of  this  disease  that  are  afforded  by  heat,  moisture, 
fatigue,  overcrowding,  dust,  and  flies,  and  all  these  are  present. 

(6)  Employment  and  control.— The  physical  and  the  moral  influences  of  occupa- 
tion are  important  factors  that,  speaking  generally,  do  not  seem  to  be  thoroughly 
appreciated  in  this  camp.  I  received  the  impression — it  is  only  an  impression  and 
may  be  erroneous — that  most  of  the  men  were  overdrilled.  Nearly  constant 
7833 15 
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occupation  or  amusement  is  the  best  antidote  for  the  ennui  that  extinguishes 
some  soldierly  vitality,  and  idle  men  are  liable  to  be  sickly  men.  But  monoto- 
nous drills  in  hot  climates  have  their  limits  and  should  be  arranged  with  discre- 
tion. In  at  least  one  command  drill  was  from  6  to  8  a.  m.  and  with  parades  from 
3.30  p.  m.  until  dark.  So  far  as  temperature  is  concerned,  the  hours  were  well 
suited,  but  to  fall  in  at  6  o'clock  implies  for  the  majority  of  men  where  the  sinks 
are  few  to  a  regiment  extreme  discomfort  in  the  matter  of  physical  relief.  The 
cessation  of  such  exercises  after  dark  leaves  the  clothing  drenched  with  perspira- 
tion and  the  men  without  opportunity  to  dry  it  or  themselves  before  sleeping.  I 
was  told,  but  did  not  verify  it,  that  some  drills  had  been  held  at  1  o'clock,  but 
that  hardly  seems  credible.  As  far  as  I  could  learn,  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  carry  out  practice  marches,  or  to  move  the  command  from  the  park  itself. 
But  those  battalions  that  have  moved  out  for  two  or  three  days'  target  practice 
always  return  in  much  better  health.  In  my  judgment,  systematic  military 
excursions  should  be  utilized  for  the  health,  to  say  nothing  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
men.  The  discipline  of  the  several  regiments  varies  greatly,  but  where  it  is  intel- 
ligently exercised  the  condition  of  the  men  is  better,  as  shown  by  their  camp 
police,  their  personal  appearance,  and  especially  their  abstinence  from  unauthor- 
ized watei  supply. 

The  refuse  from  the  thousands  of  animals  and  the  other  insoluble  debris  of  the 
camp,  add  to  the  aerial  and,  indirectly,  to  the  aqueous  pollution.  A  few  of  the 
regiments  attempt  to  burn  their  kitchen  garbage  in  extemporized  furnaces,  but 
there  has  been  no  systematic  arrangement,  as  might  easily  have  been  made,  for 
garbage  crematories. 

Some  officers  attribute  much  of  the  sickness  to  the  sale  by  numerous  vendors  of 
milk,  pastry,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  a  considerable  portion  of  which  is  supposed  to 
be  not  in  the  best  condition.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  these  comestibles  lead 
to  moderate  diarrheas,  as  in  fact  the  natural  water  does,  and  predispose  to  other 
intestinal  troubles.  With  a  fair  inspection  I  believe  that  these  peddlers  add  to 
the  contentment  of  the  men,  to  many  of  whom  the  ration  is  yet  not  perfectly 
satisfactory.  (I  verified  occasional  complaints  of  unsound  beef  and  spoiled  bacon, 
but  they  were  not  numerous. ) 

This  outline,  which  might  be  filled  with  very  copious  detail,  for  which  I  have 
the  notes  made  on  the  spot  for  every  regiment,  should  suffice  to  account  for  the 
serious  and  increasing  sickness  in  that  part  of  the  Army. 

The  inspection  of  the  hospitals  and  of  the  sick  lists  of  the  regiments  shows  a 
complimentary  condition.  My  orders  did  not  cover  any  question  of  supply  or  of 
administration,  but  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  touch  these  subjects  at  certain 
points  in  order  to  obtain  an  intelligent  view  of  the  situation. 

Under  the  general  plan  of  field  administration  all  the  sick  who  may  not  prop- 
erly be  cared  for  in  their  own  tents,  the  "  quarters"  of  garrison,  are  expected  to 
be  treated  in  the  hospitals  of  their  appropriate  divisions,  which  are  conveniently 
situated  for  access  by  ambulance. 

These  division  hospitals  are,  in  turn,  subdivided  in  theory  into  brigade  hospi- 
tals, both  as  to  personnel  and  material,  so  that,  if  necessary,  its  proper  allowance 
of  men  and  supplies  can  accompany  such  a  detached  command.  At  the  time  of 
my  inspection  there  were  four  intact  divisions  in  the  camp,  a  cavalry  brigade,  an 
artillery  brigade,  and  a  headquarters  escort,  provost  guard,  and  employees.  When 
the  First  Division,  First  Corps,  left  Camp  Thomas,  about  23d  of  July,  it  left  153 
cases  in  the  division  hospital,  doubtless  because  the  general  hospital  could  not 
receive  them.  The  hospital  was  placed  under  Major  Brechemin,  United  States 
Volunteers  (captain,  Medical  Department,  United  States  Army),  with  four  con- 
tract surgeons  as  assistants.  At  the  date  of  my  inspection,  3d  of  August,  88  cases 
remained,  60  of  which  were  typhoid  fever.  There  had  been  17  deaths  at  the 
hospital  in  all,  and  several  of  those  remaining  were  critically  ill.     When  the 
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change  of  administration  was  made  the  general  condition  of  the  hospitals  and  of 
the  patients  mnst  have  been  deplorable,  judging  from  the  special  reports  in  the 
office  of  the  chief  surgeon,  Third  Corps,  that  I  had  the  opportunity  to  read.  From 
those  reports  some  of  the  patients  had  bedsores,  and  the  general  administration 
lacked  order  and  care.  At  the  time  of  my  inspection  there  were  six  beds  to  a  tent, 
including  the  typhoid  cases.  The  general  police  of  wards  and  grounds  was  fair 
and  evidently  improving.  The  natural  drainage  was  good,  but  the  site  was  bor- 
dered  by  low  ground  on  three  sides,  and  any  considerable  enlargement  would  have 
been  impossible.  Of  33  privates  of  the  hospital  corps,  20  were  on  duty  as  nurses 
in  reliefs  of  twelve  hours  each.  Originally  there  were  no  sheets,  but  these  had 
been  supplied  by  the  Red  Cross.  There  was  no  hospital  fund.  There  was  extreme 
difficulty  in  obtaining  medical  supplies,  a  week  being  named  as  the  ordinary 
limit.  For  two  days  there  was  no  corrosive  sublimate  to  disinfect  the  bedding. 
No  strychnia  at  all  was  obtainable.  The  hospital  then  needed  both  strychnia  and 
whisky.  Water  was  formerly  obtained  from  a  large  spring,  but  now  from  a  well, 
There  is  no  filter,  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  boiled.  It  is  doubtful  whether  it  all  is 
boiled.  The  sinks  which  the  patients  are  able  to  use  are  bad.  A  detail  of  50  men 
sent  by  the  Second  Division  from  a  Minnesota  regiment  the  previous  day  to  dig 
sinks  declined  to  do  so,  under  the  alleged  orders  of  the  division  adjutant-general, 
and  merely  policed  the  grounds.  As  no  more  patients  were  likely  to  be  received, 
the  condition  of  this  hospital  will  improve,  and  under  Major  Brechemin's  intelli- 
gent energy  the  confused  records  will  be  made  more  plain. 

In  my  judgment,  there  should  be  hospital  accommodation  to  which  all  the 
remaining  cases  might  have  been  transferred  when  the  division  moved,  but  there 
was  none.  There  were  five  cases  of  venereal  disease  awaiting  discharge,  although 
the  command  had  actually  left  the  park  ten  days  previously. 

Hospital,  First  Division,  Third  Corps. — At  the  time  of  my  inspection — 27th  of 
July— the  hospital  control  was  just  being  assumed  by  a  newly  arrived  officer,  who 
could  not  be  regarded  as  responsible  for  its  defects  nor  be  credited  with  its 
advantages. 

The  staff  consists  of  5  medical  officers,  and  the  enlisted  force  was  95  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  of  the  Hospital  Corps. 

The  hospital  consists  of  30  hospital  tents  for  all  purposes,  containing  at  this 
date  179  patients. 

The  tents  are  too  crowded,  containing  8  patients  apiece,  and  they  have  had  10. 
There  is  insufficient  space  between  the  wards,  the  grounds  are  not  adequately 
ditched,  and  the  approach  to  the  patients'  sinks  is  very  poor.  The  sinks  them- 
selves are  very  bad.  The  hospital  is  not  divided  into  brigades.  The  Red  Cross 
supplies  about  one-half  of  the  clothing  and  bedding.  The  floors  that  have  been 
supplied  the  tents  were  furnished  by  regimental  means.  The  hospital  fund  started 
with  $50  and  there  was  $48  at  the  end  of  the  month,  but  considerable  expenditures 
had  been  made  of  emergency  funds  supplied  by  the  regiments.  Very  serious  com- 
plaints are  made  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  medical  supplies.  No  atropine  is  on 
hand,  and  the  salol  has  been  bought  by  private  means.  The  chloroform  supplied 
1st  to  10th  of  June  was  regarded  as  inert,  although  this  might  depend  on  the 
inexperience  of  the  administration  in  open-air  work,  but  the  bottles  contained 
only  a  small  part  of  the  marked  contents.  Chocolate  quinine  tablets  in  stock, 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  tablet  125  (563360  in  red),  are  insoluble  and  found  in  the 
stools.  I  am  informed  in  Washington  that  this  is  not  supplied  by  the  Medical 
Department.  It  was  evidently  regarded  there  as  part  of  the  regular  supplies. 
The  food  as  a  whole  is  good  and  the  special-diet  kitchen  was  very  neat  and 
appeared  excellent.  Two  of  a  case  of  12  sides  of  bacon  there  on  hand  were  bad, 
and  I  personally  observed  the  maggots  in  them.  There  was  only  one  very  small 
coffee  mill,  apparently  belonging  to  a  mess  chest,  for  the  whole  hospital,  and  one 
man  was  employed  all  day  in  grinding  coffee.    The  average  duration  of  treatment, 
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excluding  the  typhoid  cases,  is  stated  at  three  or  four  days.  Cases  are  transferred 
to  Leiter  and  to  McPherson  general  hospitals.  Fifty  men  are  employed  as  nurses 
and  are  on  duty  from  twelve  to  eighteen  hours  continuously  day  by  day. 

As  far  as  observed  all  the  hospital  cases  of  this  division  were  taken  into  the 
hospital. 

Second  Division,  Third  Corps. — Nearly  if  not  all  the  regiments  in  this  division 
maintain  regimental  hospitals.  For  instance,  Ninth  New  York  has  6  to  8  men  in 
a  local  hospital  out  of  60  supposed  to  be  in  quarters.  In  the  division  hospital  are 
33.  The  regiment  has  about  30  cases  of  typhoid,  but  the  proportion  of  malarial 
cases  is  now  large.  First  Arkansas  has  37  in  hospital  and  85  in  quarters.  When 
examined  there  was  a  small  regimental  hospital  maintained  by  individual  sub- 
scription, in  which  were  3  cases  of  dysentery  alleged  to  have  been  returned  from 
the  division  hospital.  First  Maine  has  7  men  in  the  regimental  hospital.  Of  the 
42  officers,  7,  or  16.67  per  cent,  are  sick,  all  with  typhoid  fever. 

The  hospital  of  this  division  (Major  Bradbury,  First  Maine,  in  charge)  consists 
of  37  hospital,  8  conical,  and  6  common  tents,  containing  285  cots  and  250  patients. 
Eight  medical  officers  are  present  for  duty,  with  6  stewards  and  138  privates.  Of 
the  latter  45  were  men  of  the  line  detailed  from  regiments.  To  this  date  1,190 
patients  had  passed  through  the  hospital,  and  56  typhoid  cases  were  present. 
Were  all  the  men  in  the  division  who  should  be  in  hospital  present,  it  would 
be  overcrowded,  as  it  has  been  when  men  were  at  times  literally  upon  the  ground, 
and  at  others  medical  officers  have  given  up  their  own  accommodations  to  them. 
Sometimes  typhoid  patients  are  returned  to  their  regiments  for  convalescence  in 
order  to  make  room.  Speaking  generally,  the  condition  of  the  hospital  is  very 
good.  The  streets  are  broad  and  well  policed;  the  general  police  is  excellent;  the 
ordinary  wards  are  very  good;  but  the  typhoid  ward  is  too  crowded,  and  for- 
merly was  still  more  so  when  the  cots  touched  each  other.  There  is  great  difficulty 
in  disinfecting  the  bedding. 

The  hospital  is  brigaded,  but  not  the  attendants,  and  there  would  be  difficulty 
were  the  command  suddenly  broken  up. 

There  are  several  brigade  surgeons  at  this  hospital,  and  it  is  plain  that  they  do 
not  regard  that  as  their  proper  sphere. 

The  records  are  well  kept,  but  great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  sup- 
plies.   This  seems  to  be  partly  technical  and  partly  from  insufficient  stores. 

I  examined  the  record  of  a  requisition  made  on  the  1st,  acted  on  on  13th,  17th, 
19th,  and  on  22d  was  filled  in  part.  I  saw  another  where  two  articles  were  sup- 
plied out  of  seventeen  authorized.  The  hospital  finds  it  practically  impossible  to 
get  intestinal  antiseptics,  such  as  salol,  or  strychnia,  or  subgallate  of  bismuth. 
It  is  very  largely  dependent  upon  regimental  and  Red  Cross  funds,  and  a  case  of 
boxes  to  hold  regimental  supplies  has  been  arranged  to  stimulate  regimental 
interest,  which  is  quite  foreign  to  the  principle  of  the  organization.  The  Red 
Cross  supplies  1,500  pounds  of  ice  daily,  milk,  food,  comforts,  and  some  absolute 
necessities  as  medicines  themselves. 

Second  Division,  First  Corps. — Brigadier  General  Poland,  since  deceased,  par- 
ticularly requested  me  to  recommend  that  the  water  which  is  being  drawn  for 
his  command  from  the  spring  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Park,  outside  of  the  public  grounds, 
should  be  paid  for.  He  made  this  request  with  much  earnestness,  and  it  has 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  latest  of  his  official  acts.     I  heartily  commend  it. 

The  hospital  cases  of  the  first  brigade  doubled  in  July.  The  Second  Ohio  has  13 
men  in  the  regimental  hospital  regularly  cared  for  by  2  men  permanently  and  4 
men  detailed  day  by  day.  The  Fourteenth  Minnesota  has  5  in  its  regimental  hos- 
pital, several  of  whom  are  quite  ill,  one  being  a  typhoid-fever  case  which  there  is 
no  pretense  of  sending  to  the  division.  In  Thirty-first  Michigan  10  oases  are 
being  treated  in  the  regimental  hospital,  which  is  evidently  a  fixed  arrangement, 
and  there  is  great  unwillingness  to  send  men  to  the  division  hospital.     On  the 
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other  hand,  I  questioned  a  man  (Private  Dyer,  Company  F)  who  had  been  sent 
to  the  division  hospital  July  29,  but  was  not  admitted. 

There  was  serious  complaint  as  to  the  detaching  of  medical  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  and  the  employment  of  such  men  of  high  social  and  scho- 
lastic standing  on  menial  duty — e.  g.,  C.  O.  Ryan,  Company  I,  regimental  hospital, 
First  Georgia,  equipped  at  Griffin  partly  by  the  surgeon-general  and  partly  by 
private  means. 

The  Fifth  Illinois  claims  great  difficulty  in  discharging  men  for  disability,  and 
has  now  a  dangerous  epileptic  (David  D.  Edwards),  who  is  a  menace, but  whose 
discharge  has  long  been  delayed. 

Hospital,  Second  Division,  First  Corps. — This  contains  150  beds,  but  has  172 
patients  present;  more  cots  have  been  sent  for.  There  are  6  medical  officers,  1 
line  officer  as  quartermaster  and  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  5  stewards, 
and  39  privates.  Occasionally  individual  nurses  are  sent  for  special  cases  from 
the  regiment.  The  tents  are  too  crowded,  8  men  each,  and  the  tent  police  is 
not  good.  There  were  20  cases  there  fit  for  a  general  hospital  which  could  not  be 
sent  without  orders.  A  greater  capacity  is  much  needed.  There  were  11  tents 
in  possession  not  erected. 

The  washing  is  done  by  contract  and  the  clothes  disinfected  but  not  boiled. 
The  hospital  fund  is  $33.  There  is  no  money  from  private  funds.  The  Red  Cross 
sends  daily  200  pounds  ice,  10  gallons  milk,  4  chickens  weekly,  eggs  and  lemons 
irregularly.  Pajamas  and  nightshirts  are  furnished  by  benevolent  societies. 
There  have  been  586  patients  all  told,  with  4  deaths  (1  accidental,  1  from  cerebral 
hemorrhage,  1  where  a  patient  had  been  under  treatment  for  typhoid  fever  for 
ten  days  in  his  regiment).    Forty-two  cases  have  been  sent  to  general  hospital. 

There  was  serious  complaint  that  the  supplies  were  defective  in  strychnia,  nux 
vomica,  belladonna,  opium  (except  camphor  and  opium  and  dover's  powder), and 
the  liquid  preparations  of  opium  and  deodorized  opium  are  much  desired.  There 
was  no  opthalmoscope  or  no  rectal  speculum  available. 

The  diagnoses  were  not  well  kept  in  the  register,  little  correction  being  made 
in  the  original  ones  sent  from  the  regiments;  but  a  distinction  was  drawn 
between  "  enteric  "  and  ''typhoid  "  fevers,  with  the  claim  that  they  are  distinct. 

Third  Division,  First  Corps.— The  Twelfth  Minnesota,  with  a  constant  sick  rate 
of  13  per  cent,  claims  great  difficulty  in  getting  lime  and  vessels  for  boiling 
water. 

The  Fifth  Pennsylvania  has  a  sick  report  of  11  per  cent,  with  many  typhoid 
cases. 

The  police  is  not  good  and  sickness  is  increasing.  It  is  said  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  declined  to  supply  vessels  and  barrels  for  water,  but  boiling  has  begun 
lately.  The  sinks  were  infected  and  no  disinfectant  allowed.  (This  is  the  regi- 
ment already  reported  as  being  overflowed  by  its  sinks. )  Medicines  have  been 
very  difficult  to  procure.  It  is  supposed  that  they  were  "  held  in  reserve,"  conse- 
quently they  have  been  purchased,  and  strychnia,  which  could  not  be  had  on 
requisition,  was  finally  bought  by  direct  authority  of  the  Surgeon- General. 

The  Eighth  Massachusetts,  whose  discipline  is  good,  and  which  boils  its  water, 
has  a  sick  rate  of  2.56,  although  the  camp  site  is  bad. 

The  Twelfth  New  York,  in  the  same  brigade,  has  a  rate  of  8.5,  rapidly  increas- 
ing, and  95  per  cent  is  believed  to  be  typhoid.  The  regimental  hospital  has  19 
cases.  The  regimental  fund  equipped  the  hospital,  and  the  medicines  and  food 
are  supplied  by  charity. 

The  Ninth  Pennsylvania  has  a  sick  rate  of  13  per  cent.  It  brought  2  cases  of 
typhoid  fever  into  camp,  and  has  had  nearly  100  altogether.  It  has  80  cases  in 
general  hospital  and  30  in  the  division  hospital,  which  declines  to  receive  more. 
In  the  regimental  hospital  are  28  men,  with  detailed  nurses,  and   there  are 
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reported  by  the  surgeon  a  number  of  cases  in  the  camp  in  quarters  (tents)  with 
high  temperature. 

The  Second  Missouri  has  no  field  desk,  and  its  reports  of  sick  and  wounded 
have  been  returned  for  quite  unnecessary  corrections.  There  are  15  men  in  the 
regimental  hospital,  which  is  floored  and  furnished  by  private  means.  There  is 
the  perfectly  just  complaint  that  no  whisky  and  other  necessary  medicines  can 
be  had  for  the  men  who  have  been  permitted,  whether  necessary  or  not,  to  be 
treated  in  camp. 

The  First  New  Hampshire  has  more  than  70  men  in  quarters,  besides  25  on  sick 
report  on  light  duty,  and  25  in  the  division  hospital.  It  has  20  typhoid  cases,  the 
the  first  occurring  about  six  weeks  ago.  The  regimental  surgeon  reports  18  or  20 
fit  for  the  division  hospital,  and  many  men  in  camp  unable  to  attend  sick  call,  and 
who  must  be  visited.  There  is  also  the  repeated  complaint  of  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  discharges. 

Hospital,  Third  Division,  First  Corps. — Five  medical  officers,  1  line  officer,  8 
regimental  stewards,  89  privates,  including  18  sick.  Forty  of  these  men  are 
employed  as  nurses,  but  as  they  are  untrained  their  value  is  small.  Twenty-four 
of  the  detachment  were  transferred  voluntarily  and  are  good,  but  the  hospital- 
corps  recruits  are  very  poor  as  received.  The  nurses  go  on  in  two  reliefs  of 
twelve  hours  each,  and  special  nurses  are  also  obtained  from  the  regiments  for 
particular  cases,  as  required.     There  is  also  a  daily  regimental  detail  of  15  men. 

The  capacity  of  the  hospital  is  30  tents,  with  206  beds,  leaving  7  tents  and  50 
beds  not  pitched.    The  hospital  is  not  brigaded. 

To  July  10  there  were  658  cases  and  26  deaths,  chiefly  from  typhoid.  Some 
cases  appear  to  be  delayed  in  reaching  hospital,  and  the  Second  Missouri  was  cited 
as  a  regiment  that  preferred  to  treat  its  sick  in  camp.  Some  of  the  tents  were 
crowded  with  8  beds  and  others  contained  6.  The  typhoid  cases  were  not  kept 
in  distinct  wards,  but  are  mingled  among  the  others.  The  police  is  fair,  and  the 
patient's  clothing,  wrapped  in  a  poncho,  is  kept  under  their  respective  beds.  The 
stools  are  disinfected  with  the  bichloride,  and  the  clothing  is  washed  by  a  woman 
living  near,  after  chemical  disinfection.  The  clothing  is  not  boiled  in  camp.  The 
hospital  ground  is  small,  but  the  drainage  is  good.  Fifteen  barrels  of  water  from 
the  Park  spring  is  received  daily,  and  is  boiled  and  partly  filtered. 

Major  Clark,  Twelfth  Minnesota,  is  in  charge,  and  all  the  medical  officers  are 
regimental,  who  desire  to  rejoin  their  regiments  when  the  command  moves. 
Their  present  detached  condition  is  resented  by  the  line  officers.  It  was  not  thus 
noted  on  the  spot,  but  it  is  believed  that  this  hospital,  common  with  the  others, 
is  largely  dependent  on  the  Red  Cross  and  similar  voluntary  associations  for 
support. 

The  defects  reported  by  the  officers  concerned  are  as  follows:  The  Myers  stove 
is  inferior  to  the  Buzzacott  oven,  because  it  soon  fills  with  ashes  and  requires 
specially  short  wood.  But  a  single  coffee  mill  was  available,  and  it  ground  badly. 
Salol  and  other  necessary  medicines  require  to  be  bought. 

The  medical  field  supply  was  pronounced  insufficient  and  inappropriate  for  the 
climate.  Some  articles  were  in  excess,  but  the  most  are  deficient.  The  quinine 
is  insufficient  for  the  conditions,  and  there  should  be  more  condensed  food,  as  beef 
and  milk;  and  malted  milk,  which  was  spoken  of  very  highly,  was  desired.  It  was 
charged  that  the  needle  holder  broke  the  curved  needles  very  easily,  so  that  four 
were  destroyed  in  one  operation  recently. 

Besides  these  organized  hospitals  there  are  four  others  necessarily  required. 
The  cavalry  and  artillery  brigades,  each  practically  independent  commands,  have 
no  reserve  hospitals,  but  care  for  their  sick  regimentally,  viz:  Third  United  States 
Cavalry,  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  the  various  batteries  together.  There  is  also 
a  small  hospital  for  the  troops  and  others  directly  attached  to  headquarters. 

Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  has  a  sick  report  of  16.47  per  cent, 
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which  is  increasing.  The  first  recognized  typhoid-fever  case  occurred  in  the  pre- 
vious week,  and  five  were  sent  to  the  general  hospital.  There  is  reason  to  suppose, 
however,  that  a  case  now  convalescent  is  actually  one  of  that  disease.  There 
were  375  to  July,  but  the  July  record  was  not  yet  entered.  There  are  now  20  in  the 
regimental  hospital,  chiefly  remittent,  and  139  in  quarters.  This  regiment  had 
just  changed  its  camp  to  a  new  site,  but  its  old  one,  from  want  of  proper  police, 
had  been  an  offense  to  all  who  had  observed  it. 

The  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  lying  by  the  side  of  the  last,  also  having  just 
changed  camp,  has  a  sick  report  of  3.8  per  cent.  The  regiment  has  been  in  the 
Park  since  June  1,  and  typhoid  fever  commenced  about  eighteen  days  ago,  since 
which  time  there  have  been  5  cases.  There  were  19  cases  in  hospital,  chiefly 
remittent,  and  29  in  quarters.  The  hospital,  which  is  regimental  property  of  a 
unique  pattern  given  by  friends,  was  very  neat  and  well  kept. 

The  artillery  brigade  of  7  batteries  has  a  sick  rate  of  8  per  cent,  but  unequally 
distributed,  the  most  of  the  cases  being  among  the  Georgians.  The  hospital'tents 
are  of  a  somewhat  larger  pattern  than  the  present  regulation,  are  neatly  floored, 
and  contain  6  beds  each.  All  the  hospital  water  is  boiled  and  filtered,  but  this  is 
difficult  of  general  application.  It  was  complained  that  Myers's  quinine  was 
insoluble. 

The  headquarters  sick  report  showed  a  rate  of  2.8  per  cent.  The  hospital  was 
neat  and  the  patients  few. 

Besides  these  conditions,  chiefly  physical,  affecting  the  men  there  are  others 
that  disturb  the  medical  officers  and  are  discouraging  them.  Excepting  a  very 
few  regulars  scattered  among  them,  all  of  these  volunteer  officers,  although 
filled  with  a  laudable  desire  to  do  their  best,  are  in  an  unaccustomed  atmosphere, 
and  what  is  plain  to  men  of  long  experience  is  obscure  to  them.  The  stated 
reports,  the  requisitions,  the  certificates  for  discharge,  have  given  great  trouble 
and  have  consumed  time,  often  ineffectually,  that  might  be  otherwise  occupied. 
Until  very  recently  there  have  been  two  heads  of  corps,  and  a  chief  surgeon 
superior  to  both,  and  the  methods  used  do  not  appear  to  be  uniform.  One  of  the 
effects  has  been  to  cause  great  delay  in  the  distribution  of  supplies  and,  wherever 
the  fault,  there  has  certainly  been  great  inconvenience  to  all  concerned.  There 
has  been  also  not  only  delay  but,  regardless  of  theory,  deficiency,  which  has  been 
real  and  prejudicial.  This  matter  of  supply  I  touch  with  diffidence,  as  not  com- 
ing strictly  within  the  scope  of  my  orders,  and  yet  both  it  and  administration 
have  a  marked  bearing  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  men.  It  is  clear  to  me 
that  filters,  if  they  are  to  be  used,  were  withheld  too  long  and  are  insufficient  in 
number;  that  the  field  desks,  for  convenience  of  administration  and,  in  view  of 
their  contents,  necessary  for  it,  were  not  supplied  in  time  (all  have  not  yet  been 
issued);  the  field  chests  have  reached  the  most  of  the  regiments  only  recently;  the 
standard  allowance  for  a  "brigade  or  division  field  hospital,"  one  of  which  is 
normally  three  times  the  size  of  the  other,  is  grossly  inadequate  under  the  con- 
ditions of  a  permanent  camp  such  as  this,  that  contains  numerous  and  very 
severe  fever  cases;  and,  however  it  may  come  about,  the  hospital  supplies  are  not 
replenished  with  freedom  and  dispatch. 

Stated  briefly,  the  troops  at  Camp  Thomas  are  suffering  not  from  special  infec- 
tion of  water,  or  from  peculiarly  malarious  conditions  of  locality,  although  the 
latter  will  increase  with  the  advancing  season,  but  with  the  inevitable  results  of 
crowd  poisoning,  soil  pollution,  insufficient  water,  insufficient  and  imperfect  shel- 
ter, a  very  great  lack  of  facilities  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  and  the  indirect  con- 
sequences of  ignorance  in  camp  sanitation  on  the  part  of  practically  all  the  men 
and  of  nearly  all  the  officers.  The  regiments  are  very  large,  and  the  medical  staff, 
besides  being  almost  entirely  inexperienced,  is  too  small  in  numbers.  Most  of  the 
time  of  all  of  them  is  occupied  with  preparing,  correcting,  revising,  and  com- 
pleting papers,  with  which  very  few  are   familiar.     The  methods  of  getting 
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supplies,  of  discharging  the  unfit,  of  accounting  for  persons,  are  strange,  and  they 
naturally  are  discouraged.  I  think  every  medical  officer  in  the  camp  is  over- 
worked, and  some  of  them  severely. 

Added  to  all  this,  the  hospital  accommodation  has  been  exceedingly  inadequate. 
For  a  camp  of  more  than  40,000  new  troops — I  exclude  those  that  have  been 
detached— there  are  four  division  hospitals,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  850  beds 
in  which  to  treat  every  case  not  fit  to  remain  in  his  own  tent,  or  about  2  per  cent 
of  the  gross  amount.  Added  to  this  is  a  neighboring  general  hospital  of  nomi- 
nally 255  beds,  whose  normal  capacity  is  not  more  than  130,  which  has  been  over- 
crowded from  its  opening.  The  consequence  has  been  that  the  camps  are  dotted 
all  over  with  a  vicious  system  of  regimental  hospitals,  not  recognized  (and  prop- 
erly not  recognized)  by  orders,  but  tolerated  as  a  makeshift.  In  a  camp  of  this 
kind,  filled  with  raw,  poorly  selected  troops,  300  should  have  been  the  minimum 
for  each  division  hospital,  with  the  ability  to  increase  to  twice  that  number 
without  delay;  or  large,  well-appointed,  easily  accessible  general  hospitals  should 
be  at  hand.  The  eruptive  diseases  always  ravage  new  rural  commands ;  diarrheal 
diseases  of  varying  intensity  furnish  their  contingent  for  hospitals ;  typhoid  fever 
should  constantly  be  apprehended,  and  the  malarious  diseases  as  the  season 
advances  will  add  to  the  cases.  For  these  reasons  there  should  be  a  surplus  rather 
than  a  deficiency  of  canvas. 

My  orders  do  not  call  for  recommendations,  but,  under  the  verbal  instructions 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  such  immediately  on  the  more  pressing  points 
(which  I  have  already  done  in  a  brief  preliminary  paper) ,  I  add,  to  complete  this 
section  of  this  report,  that  in  my  judgment  rules  to  this  effect  should  be  applied 
to  the  troops  at  Chickamauga  Park;  and,  mutatis  mutandis,  the  same  applies  to 
all  similar  large  commands : 

(1)  Every  regiment  (of  new  troops)  that  has  occupied  its  present  site  more  than 
thirty  days  should  be  moved. 

(2)  Wooden  floors,  to  be  moved  within  camp  limits  and  to  stand  at  least  4  inches 
above  the  ground,  should  be  supplied  all  tents. 

(3)  All  leaky  canvas  should  be  replaced. 

(4)  In  a  camp  of  this  kind  the  occupancy  of  a  common  tent  should  be  limited 
to  three,  and  of  a  conical  wall  tent  to  10  men. 

(5)  All  tents  should  have  an  area  equal  to  their  own  base  of  free  ground 
between  them  and  the  adjacent  tents,  and  to  and  from  this  fresh  ground  they 
should  be  moved  every  week  or  ten  days. 

(6)  At  Camp  Thomas  quicklime  should  be  very  freely  furnished  for  disin- 
fection, although  the  rainy  weather  will  make  storage  and  transportation  difficult. 

(7)  Facilities  for  boiling  the  drinking  water  and  for  storing  it  in  barrels  should 
be  given  each  regiment  at  Camp  Thomas. 

(8)  Crematories  for  all  combustible  refuse  should  always  be  supplied  each 
division  of  a  permanent  camp  where  such  refuse  can  not  be  otherwise  con- 
sumed. Much  of  existing  waste  at  Chickamauga  should  be  burned  by  the  Park 
Commission. 

(9)  Practice  marches  over  short  distances  and  of  short  duration  should  be  put 
into  operation  for  the  Camp  Thomas  troops.  These  can  not  be  made  too  long, 
because  nearly  all  the  regiments  are  charged  with  typhoid  fever  and  for  the  next 
ten  days  or  fortnight  new  cases  already  infected  will  appear. 

(10)  It  would  probably  be  better  to  remove  the  Third  United  States  Volunteer 
Cavalry  (Grigsby's)  altogether,  although  arrangements  must  be  made  to  care  for 
its  present  sick  and  those  taken  on  the  way. 

(11)  The  division  hospitals  should  be  increased  by  one-half  at  least;  the  camp 
hospital  about  to  be  established  be  put  into  immediate  operation,  and  the  regi- 
mental hospitals  be  absolutely  and  incontinently  abolished  as  soon  as  this  new 
canvas  is  ready. 
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(12)  A  medical  officer  of  experience,  discretion,  and  energy  should  be  attached 
temporarily  to  those  headquarters,  whose  sole  duty  should  be  to  examine  men  pre- 
sented for  discharge,  to  prepare  the  certificates  and  get  them  before  the  command- 
ing general  with  the  least  possible  delay.  He  should  visit  the  various  regiments 
and  hospitals  for  this  purpose,  act  independently  of  existing  boards,  and  trouble 
the  chief  surgeon  of  the  camp  with  them  only  for  purposes  of  record.  There  are 
many  such  cases  to  be  acted  on  whose  consideration  occupies  much  time  of  the 
chief  surgeon  that  might  be  more  profitably  employed,  and  the  presence  of 
the  unfit  men  in  the  commands  is  harmful. 

I  also  inspected  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Leiter  General  Hospital,  as  required 
bj'  my  orders.  The  building  is  that  formerly  known  as  the  Park  Hotel,  and  at  the 
time  of  my  visit,  July  31,  its  capacity  was  reckoned  as  for  255  patients.  On  that 
date  there  were  19  vacant  beds.  The  hospital  is  commanded  by  Maj.  E.  C.  Carter, 
who  is  his  own  executive  officer,  quartermaster,  and  subsistence  officer.  His  med- 
ical staff  consists  of  Major  Bayne,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  5  contract  sur- 
geons. He  has  2  stewards,  1  acting  steward,  and  30  privates  (hospital  corps) 
including  2  absent  and  3  present  sick.  There  are  30  female  contract  nurses,  10 
Red  Cross  nurses,  and  2  excellent  volunteer  nurses.  Half  of  the  hospital  corps 
are  on  nursing  duty,  There  are  10  authorized  civil  laborers,  among  whom  are 
4  vacancies. 

There  are  three  large  rooms  on  the  lower  floor,  formerly  the  dining,  reading, 
and  billiard  rooms,  and  a  detached  dancing  pavilion  in  the  grounds.  There  are 
also  a  number  of  small  chambers  on  the  second  floor,  a  number  of  beds,  not  occu- 
pied at  the  time,  stand  in  the  second  story  hall,  and  30  convalescents  sleep  on  the 
veranda. 

Two  wards  of  16  tents  in  all,  each  to  contain  5  beds,  a  total  of  80  beds,  are  in 
the  grounds  as  yet  unequipped. 

All  the  large  rooms  are  greatly  overcrowded,  the  detached  pavilion  alone  giving 
no  odor.  It  has  abundant  eave  ventilation  and  tolerable  cubic  capacity.  The 
floor  space  of  these  rooms  is  46.5,  58,  59,  and  65  square  feet,  respectively,  and  all 
but  the  reading  room  have  four  rows  of  beds,  the  ends  of  those  in  the  central  rows 
being  in  contact.  There  is  very  little  working  space,  the  floors,  in  the  nature  of 
the  case,  can  not  be  kept  clean,  and  in  general  terms  these  rooms  contain  twice 
as  many  patients  as  they  should,  for  there  are  practically  no  vacant  beds  and  the 
cases  are  all  serious.  None  of  these  rooms  has  immediate  closet  facilities,  and 
the  discharges  from  the  dining  room  and  the  reading  room  have  to  be  carried 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  building  to  the  closets  adjacent  to  the  billiard  room. 
The  floor  of  this  ward  is  below  the  level  of  the  surrounding  earth.  There  is  a 
basement  water-closet,  now  undergoing  repair,  in  which  four  closets  and  two 
urinals  were  about  to  be  introduced.  The  walls  of  the  first  floor  are  dirty  through- 
out, and  require  kalsomining.  In  the  .upper  story  the  rooms  have  too  many 
patients,  considering  their  character.  The  walls  here  are  clean.  There  are  water- 
closets  on  the  halls  of  this  floor.  I  am  told  that  when  the  hospital  was  first  occu- 
pied the  sewer  was  occluded  for  a  considerable  distance;  that  the  sewage  debouched 
so  that  ultimately  it  might  have  polluted  the  Chickamauga  Creek,  and  that  the 
closets  within  the  house  were  untrapped.  Manholes  have  since  been  introduced; 
a  masonry  basin,  discharging  the  fluid  contents  automatically,  and  from  which 
the  solid  residuum  is  removed  by  hand,  receives  the  sewage  and  protects  the  river; 
the  closets  are  now  all  trapped,  and  the  building  appears  to  be  perfectly  protected 
in  that  direction.  In  one  outhouse  closet,  when  inspected,  insoluble  waste  was 
found  in  the  bowl,  and  the  apparatus  was  temporarily  disarranged.  The  rain- 
water leaders  discharge  into  the  sewer,  and  the  pipe  for  flushing  the  sewer  pro- 
ceeds from  the  basin  of  the  tank  that  supplies  this  house  with  water. 

The  water  is  drawn  from  the  adjacent  Crawfish  Spring,  whose  flow  is  estimated 
at  60,000,000  gallons  per  diem.     To  the  eye  that  seems  an  exaggeration.     The  tank 
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and  the  engine  belonging  to  the  hotel  proved  insufficient,  and  a  30-horsepower 
engine,  furnishing  3,000  gallons  an  hour,  has  been  in  operation  since  June  25,  and 
a  new  tank  of  sufficient  capacity  is  in  process  of  erection.  The  spring  is  essen- 
tially a  pond,  somewhat  liable  to  contamination,  although  there  is  no  direct  evi- 
dence thereof.  Distilled  water  has  been  offered  by  a. trustworthy  company  in 
Chattanooga  at  2^  cents  per  gallon. 

Besides  the  hospital  fund,  there  has  been  spontaneously  sent  $240  from  private 
sources,  which  has  been  spent  chiefly  for  cows  and  food.  Many  gifts  have  been 
sent  and  offered,  including  one  of  a  carload  of  milch  cows  from  some  one  in  Chicago. 

The  slowness  by  which  certain  wants  are  supplied  through  the  regular  channels 
has  made  such  extraneous  aid  very  acceptable. 

The  hospital  corps  is  not  only  ill-disciplined,  but  is  poorly  clothed.  The  female 
nurses  are  all  said  to  be  efficient. 

To  the  end  of  July  there  had  been  350  admissions  to  the  hospital,  all  from  the 
neighboring  camp,  and  80  per  cent  of  the  cases  were  of  typhoid  fever.  It  had 
happened  that  the  place  had  been  overstocked,  as  when  30  patients  were  sent  to 
fill  20  vacancies. 

There  is  no  guard  for  the  public  property,  such  an  application  having  been 
refused.  One  noncommissioned  officer  permanently  detailed  and  one  private  by 
roster  to  act  as  watchmen.     There  is  nc  stable  for  10  head  of  stock  that  are  herded. 

The  commanding  officer  expresses  a  desire  for  a  line  officer  to  act  as  quarter- 
master and  commissary;  he  wishes  more  and  better  clerks;  he  desires  an  executive 
officer;  he  would  prefer  half  of  his  contract  surgeons  to  be  more  experienced  men. 

According  to  my  observation,  the  hospital  is  well  managed.  It  is,  however, 
sadly  overcrowded.  In  my  judgment  the  buildings  should  not  contain  more  than 
130  beds.  It  is  possible  to  put  up  in  the  grounds  four  more  groups  of  40-bed  wards, 
making  240  under  canvas,  or  370  beds  in  all.  Perhaps  room  could  be  found  for 
400,  but  the  kitchen  and  other  administrative  facilities  would  be  strained.  The 
lower  story  should  be  thoroughly  kalsomined,  the  floors  carefully  cleaned,  and  in 
the  unventilated  large  rooms  some  of  the  simpler  forms  of  ventilation  by  tubes  be 
introduced.  In  one  of  these  rooms  there  are  electric  fans,  but  their  chief  value  is 
to  stir  the  air,  not  to  replace  it. 

As  a  whole,  the  sanitary  condition  about  Chickamauga  Park  is  not  good,  owing 
to  preventable  conditions;  and  I  believe  that  measures  similar  to  those  herein 
suggested  should  be  carried  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alf.  A.  Woodhull, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Deputy  Surgeon-General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

August  12,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  C.  H.  Alden,  assistant  surgeon-general  in  charge  of  supply  divi- 
sion, Surgeon-General's  Office,  for  remark  with  reference  to  alleged  deficiencies  in  medical 
supplies. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon- General  U.  S.  Army. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

"War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  13,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  take  up  the  remarks  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Woodhull  with  regard  to 
deficiencies  of  medical  supplies  in  the  division  hospital  at  Camp  Thomas  in  detail,  as  they  are 
practically  the  same  in  connection  with  each  division  hospital.  They  may  be  summarized  as 
follows: 

That  there  was  extreme  difficulty  and  delay  in  obtaining  medical  supplies  on  requisitions; 
that  some  articles,  particularly  strychnine  and  salol,  were  not  obtainable,  and  that  the  division 
hospitals  were  in  some  cases  dependent  on  private  contributions  of  supplies  and  money. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  "Woodhull  does  not  give  the  authority  upon  which  he  makes  these  state- 
ments, nor  does  he  seem  to  have  conferred  with  the  chief  surgeon  and  the  medical  supply  officer 
to  ascertain  where  the  difficulty  was.  His  report,  it  is  submitted,  is  not  only  ineffective  in 
securing  the  correction  of  the  defects  reported,  but  there  is  a  general  implication  of  inefficiency 
upon  the  supply  department,  unfair  upon  those  who  are  not  responsible. 

Under  your  orders  all  requisitionsjirom  the  medical  supply  officer,  Camp  Thomas,  have  been 
promptly  sent  to  the  supply  depot,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  for  issue  at  once.  An  examination  of  the 
column  of  articles  on  hand  in  recent  requisitions  from  the  supply  officer.  Camp  Thomas,  cover- 
ing the  time  of  this  inspection,  shows  that  salol,  strychnine,  atropine,  corrosive  sublimate, 
whisky,  and  other  articles  reported  deficient  were  on  hand  at  that  depot  for  issue,  often  in 
large  quantities.  The  chloroform  referred  to  was  supplied  by  Mallinckrodt,  of  St.  Louis,  whose 
product  is  widely  used  in  the  hospitals  of  the  United  States.  Chocolate  quinine,  reported  as 
insoluble,  has  not,  it  is  believed,  been  purchased  by  the  Medical  Department.  A  rectal  speculum 
is  supplied  in  each  medical  chest. 

Two  considerations  suggest  themselves  as  partial  explanations  of  the  condition  reported. 
One  is  that  the  medical  officers  recently  from  civil  life,  who  are  used  to  the  variety  of  prepara- 
tions found  in  a  city  drug  store,  are  disappointed  in  not  finding  similar  stores  in  the  army  field 
supplies.  While  all  important  drugs  are  provided  for  the  Army,  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to 
supply  every  article  manufactured  or  to  gratify  individual  tastes.  Again,  it  is  believed  from 
cases  that  have  come  to  the  notice  of  this  office  that  medical  officers  find  it  less  trouble  to  accept 
supplies  offered  them  by  patriotic  and  sympathetic  civilians  than  to  make  requisition  on  the 
proper  authorities,  and  therefore  neglect  to  ask  for  articles  on  hand  and  obtainable. 

C.  H.  Alden. 
Assistant  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army, 
In  charge  Hospital  Corps  and  Supply  Division,  Surgeon-General s  Office. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

"War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

August  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  Albert  Hartsuff ,  deputy  surgeon-general,  United  States 
Army,  chief  surgeon  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  for  remark  and 
for  official  copies  of  sanitary  recommendations  made  by  him. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Lakes,  Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chicago,  August  30, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army,  inviting  attention  to  my 
letter  of  August  25,  herewith  inclosed. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  Lakes, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chicago,  August  25,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  Colonel  Woodhull 's  report,  with  the 
following  remarks  and  copies  of  sanitary  recommendations: 

Sufficient  preparation  had  not  been  made  at  Chickamauga  Park  by  the  railroad 
nor  by  any  department  of  the  Government  for  the  sudden  massing  of  such  an 
immense  force  of  men  and  animals  as  were  within  a  few  days  brought  together 
at  that  place.  There  was  confusion  everywhere  and  privation  in  many  places. 
The  tremendous  influx  was  continued,  many  regiments  arriving  daily,  and  many 
with  absolutely  no  arms,  no  uniforms,  no  supplies  of  any  kind — a  great  mass  of 
men  suddenly  coming  together  from  all  points  of  the  compass  and  overcrowding 
the  cars,  filling  the  roadways,  and  finally  getting  onto  the  camp  ground  devoid  of 
anything,  but  wanting  everything.  I  had  received  notification  that  many,  if  not 
all,  of  the  regiments  would  arrive  in  camp  with  a  month's  supply  of  medicines 
and  hospital  stores;  but  with  few  exceptions  regiments  arrived  with  not  enough 
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medical  supplies  for  a  week,  and  many  regiments  had  absolutely  no  supplies  at 
all.     (See  my  letter  of  June  2,  marked  A.) 

The  assembly  had  been  sudden  and  the  force  (nearly  60,000)  great.  At  the 
present  time  it  is  not  popular,  and  may  be  dangerous,  to  say  that  all  the  material 
of  all  the  regiments  was  not  first  class,  and  yet  the  facts  showed  that  the  exam- 
ination for  enlistment  in  some  regiments  was  almost  a  farce.  Even  in  many  of 
the  best  regiments  the  examinations,  if  made  at  all,  were  made  too  hastily,  with 
the  result  that  soon  men  who  were  clearly  and  totally  unfit  for  duty  as  soldiers 
were  crowding  the  hospitals  and  taking  the  cots  and  places  provided  for  sick  men. 
As  such  men  came  with  the  regiments,  the  officers  who  became  or  were  familiar 
with  the  facts  hesitated  and  delayed  reporting  such  cases  for  discharge,  and  hence 
they  were  not  promptly  discharged,  but  remained  a  burden  on  the  regiment  and 
on  the  hospitals. 

As  the  regiments  arrived  in  camp  and  it  became  manifest  that  they  had  but 
little  or  no  medical  supplies  and  knew  nothing  of  the  forms  necessary  to  obtain  sup- 
plies, they  were  one  and  all  directed  to  disregard  all  forms  (no  requisitions  were 
needed  and  approval  of  any  paper  was  not  required) ,  but  all  were  instructed  to 
go  direct  to  the  supply  officer,  let  their  wants  be  known,  and  immediate  issues 
would  be  made.  A  book  account  was  opened  with  each  regiment.  (See  my 
letter  of  June  2,  marked  A.)  When  on  June  2  I  made  an  effort  to  protect  the 
medical  supply  officer  and  enable  him  to  take  account  of  stock,  foot  up  his  book 
accounts,  and  get  receipts  for  issues,  etc.,  I  soon  found  that  the  command  was 
not  yet  ready  to  do  business  on  business  principles;  that  to  require  requisitions 
would  involve  much  delay,  etc.,  and  so  the  door  was  thrown  wide  open  again  and 
book  accounts  continued  until  July  7,  when  another  attempt  was  made  to  help 
the  medical  supply  officer.  (See  my  letters  of  June  13  and  July  7,  marked  B  and 
C,  respectively. )  It  will  be  observed  that  the  medical  supply  officer  reported  that 
he  had  not  taken  an  account  of  stock  on  hand  and  that  no  invoices  and  receipts 
had  been  exchanged,  for  want  of  time. 

Due  allowance  was  made  for  the  inexperience  of  all  medical  officers  when  they 
<jame  into  the  field,  and  besides  giving  them  time  to  learn  and  get  experience,  as 
appears  above,  I  held  medical  officers'  school  nearly  every  day  for  a  long  time  for 
all  medical  officers  in  camp,  whether  regular  or  volunteer.  The  officers  were 
summoned  to  my  office  tent,  where  I  recited  to  them  the  duties  of  a  military 
medical  officer  in  the  field,  and  taught  them  just  what  reports,  military  docu- 
ments, and  records  would  be  required  of  them;  showed  them  blank  forms  of  all 
reports  and  records  and  copies  of  reports  made  out,  and  finally  gave  to  each  sur- 
geon of  a  regiment  a  full  set  of  blanks  of  all  kinds  for  one  month  or  more,  besides 
giving  a  Manual  for  the  Medical  Department  and  some  record  books  to  each  sur- 
geon of  a  regiment  or  battery.  I  also  requested  any  medical  officer  to  return  to 
me  at  any  time  if  he  had  trouble  in  making  out  any  paper,  informing  him  that  I 
would  gladly  help  him.  At  these  schools,  which  were  continued  until  about  the 
time  the  chief  surgeons  of  corps  reported,  and  I  think  after  the  chief  surgeon  of 
the  First  Corps  reported,  the  question  of  camp  hygiene  was  discussed,  and  the 
medical  officers  were  told  of  the  great  importance  of  being  active  and  giving 
attention  to  all  hygienic  questions.  In  my  daily  inspections  of  the  different  regi- 
ments the  medical  officers  were  further  warned  of  the  importance  of  giving 
personal  attention  to  camp  hygiene. 

The  camp  grounds  were  ample,  and  yet,  as  stated  in  Colonel  Woodhull's  report, 
some  regiments  were  so  closely  crowded  together  as  not  only  to  be  inconvenienced, 
but,  as  stated,  "in  defiance  of  all  sanitary  laws."  The  camps  were  not  selected 
by  medical  officers,  and  so  far  as  I  know  no  medical  officer  was  consulted  in 
locating  the  camps  of  the  regiments.  I  made  personal  protests  to  the  command- 
ing general  against  certain  locations,  and  finally  made  written  protests.  (See  my 
letters  of  July  11  and  July  17,  marked  D  and  E,  respectively.) 
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As  there  was  no  legal  recognition  of  a  hospital  corps  in  the  volunteer  organiza- 
tions, enlistments  for  the  same  could  not  be  made,  and  many  of  the  national- 
guard  regiments  when  they  came  into  camp  made  loud  and  bitter  protests  against 
being  compelled  to  leave  their  trained  regimental  hospital  corps  at  home.  (See 
my  letter  of  May  20,  marked  F.)  The  detail  of  unexperienced  men  as  nurses 
and  attendants  caused  confusion,  for  few  men  knew  what  to  do,  nor  how  to  do 
anything  particularly  well;  and  when,  under  a  new  order,  division  hospitals  were 
established  and  regimental  hospitals  discontinued,  there  was  for  a  time  much 
opposition  from  regimental  officers,  both  line  and  staff,  and  when  finally  division 
hospitals  were  established  they  had  to  be  conducted  by  officers  and  men  totally 
inexperienced  in  that  business.  Everything  had  to  be  learned,  and  in  many  cases 
it  took  a  long  time  to  find  the  right  men  for  certain  positions.  (See  my  letter  of 
July  14,  marked  G.)  It  must  be  remembered  that  after  the  chief  surgeons  of 
corps  reported,  the  general  administration  of  the  medical  department  of  the  corps 
rested  with  them,  and  all  the  time  I  tried  to  carefully  avoid  any  direct  interfer- 
ence with  their  duties. 

I  inspected  all  the  regiments,  all  the  hospitals,  and  all  the  grounds  frequently, 
and  whenever  and  wherever  I  regarded  it  necessary  I  gave  my  advice  and  assist- 
ance— not,  however,  in  such  a  way  or  manner  as  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of 
the  chief  surgeons  of  the  corps,  except  when  it  was  manifestly  necessary.  The 
account  of  the  very  bad  condition  of  the  hospital,  First  Division,  First  Corps,  I 
fully  indorse.  I  had  repeatedly  advised  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Corps,  who 
was  as  unexperienced  as  his  subordinates,  that  the  hospital  was  in  a  very  bad 
condition.  I  recommended  certain  corrective  measures;  finally,  and  as  a  last 
resort,  I  took  immediate  charge  of  the  hospital  myself  and  remained  at  the  hos- 
pital the  greater  part  of  every  day  for  several  days.  I  took  down  and  repitched 
many  of  the  tents;  classified  all  the  cases  of  sick,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  separated 
them,  putting  all  typhoids  together,  etc.;  personally  examined  the  sick  and 
assigned  medical  officers  to  their  care,  giving  the  officers  specific  instructions  as 
to  their  care;  assigned  stewards,  ward  masters,  and  nurses,  so  that  no  man  should 
be  on  duty  more  than  eight  hours,  and  on  no  account  to  be  changed  from  the  duty 
to  which  he  was  assigned  unless  it  became  clearly  necessary;  arranged  and  supplied 
a  dispensary  and  office,  and  selected  men  as  clerks,  and  immediately  put  them 
under  instruction  of  my  own  clerk  and  that  of  a  regular  hospital  steward,  whose 
services  I  used  for  the  occasion.  All  medicines  on  the  supply  table  were  in  abun- 
dance. A  hospital  fund,  many  dollars,  I  learned,  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
former  surgeon  in  charge,  who  was  ordered  away  with  the  First  Brigade,  First 
Division,  First  Corps,  and  had  to  go  at  once,  before  turning  over  his  property  and 
money.  Delayed  reports  were  being  made,  and  when  stewards,  nurses,  and  all 
others  had  learned  what  was  expected  of  them,  I  relinquished  direct  charge  of 
the  hospital  and  placed  it  under  command  of  Major  Birmingham,  who  during  th6 
few  days  when  I  had  charge  had  very  faithfully  and  intelligently  assisted  me.  I 
then  specially  requested  the  chief  surgeon,  First  Corps,  to  make  no  changes  in  the 
hospital  and  the  result  would  soon  be  most  gratifying.  (I  personally  requested 
authority  to  move  the  whole  hospital  onto  different  ground,  as  it  should  have  been, 
but  the  general  commanding  objected.) 

Soon  orders  came  for  transfer  of  the  First  Division,  First  Corps,  to  Porto 
Rico.  All  were  to  go,  leaving  only  the  sick  behind.  Doctors,  stewards,  clerks, 
nurses — all  were  under  orders  and  preparing  to  leave  camp  at  once,  and  thus, 
from  a  good  and  orderly  condition,  chaos  reigned  again.  The  chief  surgeon  of 
the  Third  Corps  had  received  timely  warning  and  had  been  directed  to  care  for 
all  patients  left  by  the  First  Division,  First  Corps.  (It  was  then  expected  that 
the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  First  Corps,  would  receive  orders  and  leave  for 
Porto  Rico  in  a  few  days.)     (See  my  letters  of  July  14,  marked  G,  on  the  organi- 
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zation  of  division  hospitals;  of  July  11,  marked  H,  to  chief  surgeon,  First  Corps, 
assuming  charge  of  hospital;  and  of  July  19,  marked  I,  directing  chief  surgeon, 
Third  Corps,  to  care  for  all  patients  left  by  First  Division,  First  Corps.)  I  also 
made  a  special  request  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  leave  with  the  hos- 
pital, First  Division,  First  Corps,  at  least  one  clerk  and  the  three  acting  assistant 
surgeons  then  on  duty  with  the  hospital,  which  request  was  granted. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  chief  surgeons  of  corps,  and  while  I  felt  a  direct 
responsibility  for  the  cafe  of  the  sick,  I  telegraphed  to  the  Surgeon-General  that 
I  needed  money  to  buy  ice,  milk,  etc.,  for  the  sick,  and  promptly  received  $300. 
(See  my  telegram  of  May  24,  marked  K.) 

All  certificates  of  disability  for  discharge  that  came  to  my  office  were  acted 
upon  without  delay,  and  if  the  certificates  were  correct  and  warranted  discharge 
the  papers  were  approved.  Some  certificates  were  very  incorrect  and  had  to  be 
returned,  thus  involving  delay,  and  in  some  cases  men  whose  company  had  left 
the  camp  without  leaving  descriptive  lists  had  to  wait  for  necessary  papers. 

It  was  early  understood  that  the  First  Corps  of  the  command  would  soon  be 
ordered  to  the  front,  and  therefore  every  effort  was  made,  by  direction  of  the 
commanding  general,  to  organize  and  outfit  that  corps  at  once.  Medical  supplies 
received — such  as  field  desks,  medical  and  surgical  chests,  etc. — were  issued  to 
the  First  Corps,  until  it  had  received  its  full  quota,  before  materials  of  same  kind 
in  any  large  amount  were  issued  to  the  Third  Corps.  (See  my  letter  of  July  19, 
marked  L.) 

As  to  supplies:  The  amount  allowed  by  the  "  Field  supply  table  "  was  inadequate 
to  the  necessities  of  the  command.     (See  my  letter  of  July  16,  marked  1.) 

There  was  delay  in  getting  supplies,  but,  I  think,  no  more  than  there  was  in 
other  departments,  as  the  quartermaster's,  ordnance,  etc. 

I  also  present  other  copies  of  my  letters,  in  order  according  to  date,  on  subject 
of  supplies :  April  25,  marked  2  ;  April  26,  marked  3  ;  May  1,  marked  4 ;  May  8, 
marked  5 ;  May  10,  marked  6 ;  May  10,  marked  7 ;  May  10,  marked  8 ;  May  14, 
marked  9 ;  May  14,  marked  10 ;  May  17,  marked  11 ;  May  27,  marked  12 ;  May  31, 
marked  13 ;  June  2,  marked  14 ;  June  2,  marked  15 ;  June  28,  marked  16  (tele- 
gram) ;  July  5,  marked  17 ;  July  8,  marked  18 ;  July  9,  marked  19 ;  July  14,  marked 
20 ;  July  21,  marked  21 ;  July  21,  marked  22 ;  July  22,  marked  23 ;  July  22,  marked 
24 ;  July  23,  marked  25. 

Copies  of  sanitary  recommendations  are  inclosed :  May  4,  marked  26 ;  May  26, 
marked  27 ;  July  17,  marked  28.  Besides  these,  I  was  almost  daily  inspecting 
different  parts  of  the  camp  and  personally  inviting  attention  of  medical  officers 
and  others  to  matters  of  camp  hygiene,  etc.,  and  made  frequent  personal  reports 
of  unsanitary  conditions  to  the  general  commanding. 

When  the  all-absorbing  question  of  "more  water"  was  under  discussion  I 
uniformly  protested  against  the  use  of  Chickamauga  Creek  water  for  drinking 
purposes,  and  recommended  that  the  pipe  line  be  extended  so  as  to  bring  Crawfish 
Spring  water  into  camp — rather  than  Chickamauga  Creek  water.  The  water  at 
one  time  was  so  limited  (the  command  being  great)  that  men  were  tempted  to 
use,  and  did  use,  surface  water  or  any  water  wherever  it  could  be  found.  At  the 
same  time  many  regiments  could  not  be,  or  were  not,  sufficiently  impressed  with 
the  importance  of  camp  hygiene,  and  thus  the  water  became  contaminated.  The 
days  were  very  hot  and  in  their  military  exercises  the  men  were  greatly  heated, 
and  as  soon  as  the  exercises  were  over  many  indulged  in  eating  and  drinking 
hucksters'  and  canteen  supplies,  all  of  which  is  probably  sufficient  to  account  for 
typhoid  fever  and  bowel  troubles. 

Very  respectfully,  ■  A.  Hartsuff, 

Deputy  Surgeo?i-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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DEPUTY  SUBGEON-GENERAL  HOFF  REPORTS  INCREASE  OF  SICKNESS  AT 

CHICKAMATIGA. 

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  8,  1898. 

The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  the  adjutant-general,  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia.) 

Sir:  As  predicted  in  my  previous  communications,  the  movement  of  sickness 
has  increased  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  serious  apprehension  of  a  yet  further 
and  more  decided  increase,  the  daily  noneffectiveness  now  reaching  9  per  cent. 

The  most  searching  sanitary  inspections  have  been  made  by  medical  officers  of 
the  command,  and  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Third  Corps  is  concerned,  of  which  I  have 
knowledge  from  its  organization,  what  has  happened  was  predicted  many  weeks 
ago,  the  means  of  prevention  suggested  and  frequently  reiterated. 

To-day  we  are  face  to  face  with  an  epidemic,  and  I  have  suggested  the  follow- 
ing points  as  requiring  immediate  attention  and  action: 

Memorandum  of  sanitary  requirements  immediately  necessary,  August  5, 1898: 

First.  Supply  enough  pure  water.  (Pipe  in  Sweet  Spring,  2  miles,  and  possibly 
Blue  Spring.) 

Second.  A  rigid  camp  police,  (a)  Kitchen  waste;  tubs  for  and  removal.  (6) 
Human  excrement;  dry  system,  (c)  Animal  excrement,  (d)  Camp  waste; 
removed  to  a  far-removed  dump,  in  an  open  field  and  burned. 

Third.  Floor  all  tents. 

Fourth.  Change  all  camp  grounds  and  move  all  camps  into  the  open. 

Fifth.  Move  out  parts  of  the  command  from  time  to  time  to  the  neighboring 
country  for  marching  and  camping. 

Sixth.  The  entire  park  should  be  thoroughly  policed,  and  pits  filled  flush  and 
disinfected,  and  no  more  made;  all  accumulated  waste  should  be  burned. 

Seventh.  Boil  all  water. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  sick  report,  the  division  hospitals  have  been  called 
upon  to  furnish  accommodations  for  considerably  over  a  thousand  patients,  with 
prospects  of  a  large  increase. 

I  have  therefore,  with  your  authority,  established  a  field  hospital  pertaining  to 
the  camp,  to  accommodate  500  patients,  with  material  to  increase  the  capacity  to 
1,000,  which,  with  the  Leiter  Hospital,  should  furnish  accommodation  for  the 
seriously  ill,  the  division  hospitals  being  fully  prepared  to  care  for  the  others. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Third  Corps. 

[First  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  16, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Lieut.  Col.  John  Van  R.  Hoff,  chief  surgeon.  This  communicatioi; 
to  the  Surgeon-General  seems  to  be  the  first  official  report  received  by  the  major-general  com- 
manding that  an  epidemic  exists  within  his  command,  and  that  it  was  predicted  many  weeks 
ago  and  the  means  of  prevention  suggested  and  frequently  reiterated.  If  this  by  any  implica 
tion  should  place  any  suggestion  of  neglect  or  responsibility  for  an  epidemic  upon  him,  however 
unintentionally,  he  can  not  willingly  accept  it.  On  the  contrary,  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival, 
August  2,  1898,  his  most  earnest  efforts  have  been  directed  toward  the  improvement  of  the 
unsanitary  conditions  almost  tragically  presented  to  his  attention  both  outside  and  within  the 
hospitals;  and  those  who  are  contending  against  this  untoward  situation  have  his  most  earnest 
sympathy  and  support  in  every  effort  to  maintain  the  health  of  the  command  and  take  proper 
care  of  the  sick.  If  more  could  have  been  accomplished  in  the  same  length  of  time  he  would 
have  been  only  too  willing  to  have  attempted  it;  and  it  is  hoped  the  steps  taken  will  be  uninter- 
mittingly  felt  and  the  results  will  benefit  the  many  unfortunate  sufferers,  and  tend  toward 
restoring  the  health  of  the  command,  which,  if  undermined,  must  have  been  effected  previous 
to  his  arrival. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R.  Cecil, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned. 

It  is  furthest  from  the  intention  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  this  camp  to  criticise  the  major 
general  commanding,  who  is  certainly  making  the  most  strenuous  efforts  to  reestablish  the 
health  of  the  command  he  so  recently  assumed.  The  report  is  made  for  the  information  of  the 
Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  and  is  of  routine  character. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Third  Corps. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  20, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Jas.  Parker,  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry,  sanitary  inspector, 
for  report  especially  as  to  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  line  recommended  and  what  is  now 
being  undertaken  or  still  immediately  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major -General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R.  Cecil,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  20,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Camp  Thomas.  Since  the  date  of  his  letter 
decided  steps  have  been  taken  toward  carrying  out  the  policy  recommended  by  Surgeon  Hoff. 
Some  features  had  been  inaugurated  previous  to  that  date.  As  to  his  recommendations  1  and  2, 
a  board  of  officers  was  assembled  August  12  and  drew  up  a  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a  pipe 
line  from  Sweet  Spring,  to  cost  $5,000;  also  for  a  filtering  plant  at  the  intake  of  the  present  pipe 
line,  to  cost  $12,500;  also  for  a  dry-closet  system,  to  cost  $330  per  regiment,  the  excrement  to  be 
removed  by  contract;  also  for  the  removal  of  kitchen  waste  in  swill  cans  by  contract.  It  is 
understood  that  these  recommendations  will  be  carried  into  effect  as  approved  by  the  proper 
authorities.  Orders  have  been  issued  to  division  commanders  embodying  the  recommendations 
as  to  disposition  of  manure  and  camp  waste. 

Recommendation  8.— The  tents  have  been  floored  as  fast  as  material  can  be  secured. 

Recommendation  h— Camp  grounds  are  being  moved  into  the  open. 

Recommendation  5.— Practice  marching  has  been  commenced. 

Recommendation  C— The  old  camps  are  being  policed. 

Recommendation  7.— Water  is  being  generally  boiled. 

Most  of  the  above  measures  were  inaugurated  by  the  camp  commander  immediately  upon 
his  arrival  here.  But,  as  stated  in  my  report  of  to-day,  this  action  was  commenced  too  late,  as 
this  park  is,  in  my  opinion,  impregnated  with  poisonous  material  beyond  cure. 

The  sick  report  August  18  present  (and  adding  those  sick  on  furlough)  numbers  nearly  6,200 
men  and  officers.  Since  July  25  the  uniform  rate  of  increase  has  been  over  25  per  cent.  This 
increase  is  likely  to  continue.  The  only  remedy,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  immediate  removal  of 
the  troops.  Part  of  the  troops  are  under  orders  to  move.  The  remainder  should  follow  as  soon 
as  possible. 

James  Parker, 
Major,  Ttvelfth  New  York  Infantry,  Sanitary  Officer. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  August  22,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton  for  his  information.    This  paper  to  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Major  General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R.  Cecil, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Park  Headquarters, 
Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  2k,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Lieut.  Col.  George  R.  Cecil,  adjutant-general,  Camp  Thomas,  with 
thanks  for  the  courteous  opportunity  afforded  of  reading  the  inclosed  papers. 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 
[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  so,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army. 

Now  that  this  army  is  being  scattered  to  reestablish  health  or  to  be  mustered  out,  as  it  was 
assembled  here  for  essential  military  practice  and  instruction  for  the  rescue  of  the  Cubans,  these 
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hygienic  questions  assume  the  greatest  importance,  and  something  is  indicated  in  this  paper 
about  what  is  the  condition  and  what  has  been  attempted  or  done  here.  Under  paragraph  1393 
the  surgeon  will  supervise  the  hygiene  of  the  command  and  make  his  recommendations.  Only 
the  orders  to  change  station  now  delayed  the  immediate  carrying  out  of  the  recommendations, 
for  which  means  and  authority  had  been  already  procured.  Some  have  been  adopted— like 
changing  camp  grounds  and  a  rigid  camp  police.  The  recommendations  are  not  all  equally  easy 
or  inexpensive— like  changing  the  water  system,  and  boiling  all  water,  and  introducing  the 
earth-closet  system  for  a  whole  army.  But  much  has  been  accomplished,  and  all  that  was  ap- 
proved and  authorized  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  would  have  been  if  the  army  had 
remained  here.  A  more  earnest  attempt  to  improve  the  sanitary  conditions  of  a  camp  of  so 
large  a  force  was  seldom  seen. 

J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Major-General. 


Field  Hospital,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  22,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that  on  account  of  the  many  unfavorable 
criticisms  both  in  and  out  of  army  circles  it  is  very  pertinent  that  we,  at  least, 
who  are  censured  should  know  why  (when  we  have  had  denied  for  division  hos- 
pital use  not  only  the  usual  comforts  but  the  absolute  necessities  for  such  a  service) 
men  and  material,  without  stint,  were  obtainable  to  equip  the  Sternberg  Hospital. 
Why  was  it  that  lumber  could  be  secured  for  that  institution  to  not  only  floor 
every  hospital  tent  but  those  of  the  medical  officers  as  well,  when  here,  in  the 
Second  Division,  Third  Corps  hospital,  seriously  sick  soldiers  were  compelled  to 
be  tented  week  after  week  in  unfloored  quarters?  Requisitions  for  lumber  were 
made  and  approved,  and  the  same  was  repeatedly  sent  for,  to  be  met  with  the 
report,  "  No  lumber  on  hand."  Tents  were  also  asked  for  in  regular  form  and 
not  secured,  when  those  for  Sternberg  Hospital  were  being  delivered,  and  the  sick 
in  this  hospital  suffered  for  want  of  proper  shelter  and  protection.  Cots  were 
also  absolutely  demanded  to  keep  sick  men  from  lying  on  stretchers  and  on  the 
ground  (when  iron  beds  with  mattresses  were  being  furnished  to  an  unoccupied 
hospital),  and  none  were  obtained  for  here  till  after  several  days'  delay. 

All  these  things,  we  were  told,  could  not  be  furnished  because  on  account  of 
the  great  demand  the  Government  could  not  meet  it.  Still  they  were  obtained 
for  the  Sternberg  Hospital,  and  why  not  for  us? 

The  medical  officers  here,  too,  are  desirous  of  knowing  why  it  is  that  quarters 
for  those  assigned  to  this  new  hospital  are  commodious  and  comfortably  arranged, 
while  we  at  this  hospital  are  still  living  on  the  ground  in  small  tents?  These 
things  are  asked  with  all  due  respect,  but  still  with  a  desire  to  know  the  inner 
workings  of  a  service  that  permits  such  unjust  discrimination,  so  that  when  we 
return  to  our  homes  and  the  duties  of  civil  life  we  may  be  able  to  explain  why 
conditions  existed  here  that  cause  us  to  be  held  in  a  measure  responsible  and 
reflect  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  upon  our  character  and  reputation. 

Why  was  it  that  we  were  compelled  to  make  the  gallant  soldier  an  object  of 
charity  by  relying  upon  the  Red  Cross,  the  National  Relief,  and  other  charities 
for  ice  and  milk  (absolute  necessities  to  our  sick),  which  were  not  furnished  us  by 
the  Government?  Can  it  be  possible,  with  all  the  wealth  of  this  great  nation, 
the  reply  will  be,  It  is  not  permitted  by  the  rules  of  the  service? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Smith, 
Major,  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.S.  Volunteers, 
Commanding  Second  Division,  Third  Corps  Hospital. 
7833 16 
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Second  Division  Hospital, 

Clinton,  Iowa,  August  13, 1898. 
Chief  Surgeon,  Third  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  say  to  you  that  the  Second  Division  Hospital,  Third 
Corps,  is  badly  hampered  for  successful  work,  even  as  a  field  hospital,  by  the  insuffi- 
cient force  available,  and  since  the  exigencies  have  arisen  making  it  a  general  hos- 
pital, the  work  we  are  able  to  do  is  absolutely  deplorable.  To-night  we  have  in 
hospital  512  patients,  70  of  whom  are  sick  with  typhoid  fever.  We  have  abso- 
lutely (see  table)  72  orderlies,  only,  to  nurse  these;  these  being  divided  into  three 
details  gives  24  only  on  duty,  or  practically  22  patients  to  each  orderly.  This,  as 
a  medical  man,  you  know  is  too  large  a  number  afflicted  with  any  disease  for  any 
man  to  look  after,  and  although  many  special  details  are  sent  from  various  com- 
mands they  assume  no  responsibility  for  the  administration  of  medicine,  and  they 
go  and  come  as  they  please,  hence  can  not  be  depended  upon.  I  therefore  respect- 
fully request  that  something  be  done  to  make  the  care  of  these  unfortunate  sick 
soldiers  more  efficient — either  transfer  to  general  hospital  or  a  larger  force  here. 
Of  course  I  can  not,  being  only  temporary  commander,  insist  too  vehemently 
that  these  reforms  be  carried  out,  but  I  do  not  care,  even  for  the  short  time  I  may 
be  connected  with  this  part  of  the  service,  to  make  myself  a  subject  for  unjust 
criticism  by  not  calling  attention  to  these  absolute  needs  that  must  be  apparent 
to  anyone.  I  would  also  say  that  the  surgeons  are  unequal  to  the  task  of  giving 
this  great  number  of  patients  proper  treatment  and  thought,  as  they  have,  if 
evenly  divided,  85  patients  each,  and  in  making  three  daily  visits,  if  five  minutes 
were  devoted  to  each  patient,  it  would  require  twenty-one  hours'  time.  These 
are  facts  that  can  not  be  contradicted,  and  this  great,  rich  Government  ought, 
through  its  representatives,  to  give  at  least  pauper  service  to  its  sick  soldiers, 
and  there  is  not  a  charitable  institution  in  this  land  but  what  provides  better 
service  than  that. 

Can  you  not,  as  chief  surgeon,  place  these  facts  in  such  shape  that  relief  will 
soon  come? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  Smith, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  Commanding  Hospital  Temporarily. 


EEPOET  OF  THE  SANGEE  BOAED  OF   INSPECTION  OF  CAMP  AND  HOSPITALS  AT 

CHICKAMAUGA. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  1<2,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,, 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia. 

Sir:  The  sanitary  board  convened  by  paragraph  16,  Special  Orders,  67,  c.  s., 
Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  invites  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  First  Army  Corps,  and  the  First  and 
Second  divisions,  Third  Army  Corps,  and  respectfully  suggest  that  they  be  reme- 
died at  once. 

It  appears  from  the  records  at  these  hospitals  that  repeated  efforts  have  been 
made  to  remedy  existing  defects,  and  while  some  relief  has  been  obtained,  there 
is  great  necessity  for  immediate  action.  The  state  of  these  hospitals  as  found 
by  the  board  yesterday  is  as  follows: 

Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps. — There  are  in  this  hospital  about  200 
patients,  17  of  whom  are  without  beds.     The  hospital  is  very  much  crowded  and 
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badly  in  need  of  cots  and  tent  floors.  It  also  needs  more  nurses  and  attendants; 
23  men  were  without  pillows,  6  men  who  had  been  brought  into  the  hospital  in 
the  morning  had  not,  up  to  3.30  p.  m.,  been  bathed  or  their  clothes  removed, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  attendants.  All  the  water  for  this  hospital  has  to  be  hauled 
and  there  are  but  20  water  barrels.  The  pipe  line  runs  within  1,000  yards  of  the 
hospital,  with  which  it  should  be  connected.  The  hospital  was  established  in  its 
present  locality  June  15,  and  should  be  removed,  although  the  surgeon  in  charge 
considers  the  site  an  excellent  one.  If  it  is  to  be  retained  where  it  is,  the  grounds 
should  be  drained,  according  to  the  suggestions  of  the  surgeon. 

Twelve  of  the  hospital  attendants  are  now  doing  guard  duty.  They  should  be 
relieved  and  a  guard  from  division  supplied  at  once. 

Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps. — There  are  about  280  patients  in  this  hos- 
pital, 200  of  which  have  typhoid  fever.  This  hospital  is  well  supplied  with  every- 
thing, excepting  that  there  are  five  tents  in  the  convalescent  ward  and  seven  in 
the  regular  wards  without  floors.  None  of  the  flies  are  floored,  as  the  patients  are 
only  placed  under  them  during  the  daytime  in  good  weather. 

First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps. — There  are  in  this  hospital  278  patients,  47 
of  which  have  typhoid  fever.  It  is  badly  crowded  and  in  need  of  more  tentage 
and  tent  floors,  notably  in  the  measles  ward,  which  is  very  much  crowded  and 
without  floors.  Ten  measles  patients  were  found  in  one  Sibley  conical  wall  tent, 
without  conveniences,  nurses,  pillowsheets,  floors,  etc.  There  are  no  suitable 
boilers  or  other  means  of  washing  the  bedclothing  of  the  typhoid  fever  patients. 
The  hospital  is  much  in  need  of  at  least  23  more  bath  tubs,  batn  towels,  sponges, 
sheets,  pillows,  and  pillowcases.  The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  the  pipe 
line,  but  is  totally  inadequate.  There  are  only  6  wagons  on  hand;  18  are  needed; 
the  number  of  drivers  is  insufficient;  civilians  were  asked  for,  but  the  requisition 
was  refused.  There  is  no  guard  provided  for  this  hospital;  one  was  applied  for, 
but  refused.  It  should  be  provided  at  once  in  order  that  the  public  property  may 
be  taken  care  of  and  the  escape  of  measles  or  other  patients  prevented.  The  hos- 
pital is  situated  in  a  very  open  wood;  the  site  is  very  poor,  without  air,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  board,  should  be  moved  at  once. 

Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps. — There  are  at  this  hospital  470  patients, 
of  which  60  are  typhoid  cases.  There  are  no  suitable  boilers  or  other  means  of 
washing  the  bedclothing  of  the  typhoid-fever  patients,  and  as  a  result  there  was 
at  the  time  of  inspection  a  large  deficiency  in  bedclothing.  There  are  only  500 
pillowcases,  500  sheets,  and  500  blankets  on  hand,  though  repeated  requisitions 
have  been  made  and  approved,  but  not  filled.  For  the  present  number  of  patients 
there  should  be  at  least  1,000  of  these  articles.  It  is  reported  that  some  requisi- 
tions have  been  held  at  headquarters  for  over  twenty  days  and  then  not  filled. 
There  is  not  one  available  pillowcase,  blanket,  or  sheet  in  store,  and  78  fever 
patients  are  now  lying  on  blankets.  There  is  an  insufficient  supply  of  pajamas 
and  night  shirts.  Many  of  the  tents  are  not  floored.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  cots  are  on  the  ground.  Two  patients  with  mumps  brought  in  this  morn- 
ing were  lying  on  a  board  floor  with  nothing  but  a  blanket  under  them.  The 
hospital  is  badly  in  need  of  towels  and  sponges.  In  the  measles  ward  there  are 
12  tents  and  17  flies,  all  full  of  patients.  Both  tents  and  flies  are  totally  without 
floors,  sheets,  pillows,  pillowcases,  pajamas,  or  nightgowns.  Slippers  should 
be  provided  for  this  entire  hospital.  The  water  supply  is  very  poor.  Up  to 
within  a  short  time  the  only  water  they  have  had  was  from  the  pipe  line  from 
Chickamauga  Creek,  which  is  very  muddy  and  full  of  foreign  matter,  but  recently 
they  have  been  hauling  some  water  from  Blue  Springs. 

There  are  not  sufficient  means  provided  for  boiling  the  water  or  heating  it  for 
baths  for  the  patients,  and  only  four  bath  tubs  are  provided  for  this  hospital. 

The  filters  furnished  are  useless  in  a  few  days,  owing  to  the  immense  amount 
of  foreign  substances  in  the  water.     Up  to  yesterday  the  hospital  had  only  3 
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wagons;  4  more  came  yesterday,  but  they  are  entitled  to  17.  The  supply  of 
horses  for  orderlies  is  inadequate,  and  those  that  are  supplied  are  many  of  them 
in  such  condition  that  they  can  not  be  saddled.  A  guard  should  be  furnished 
this  hospital  from  the  division,  as  a  number  of  measles  patients  have  already 
escaped,  and  there  is  not  adequate  protection  to  public  property. 

Three  boilers  of  150  gallons  each  should  be  provided  for  each  hospital,  for  the 
purpose  of  boiling  disinfected  clothing. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  all  requisitions  from  hospitals  take  prece- 
dence over  all  others,  and  that  if  the  stores  are  not  on  hand  that  they  be  pur- 
chased at  once  in  open  market. 

Good  covered  sinks  should  be  provided  in  all  cases,  with  seats  and  a  bucket  or 
barrel  of  lime  for  disinfection. 
Bath  houses  should  also  be  built  at  each  hospital. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  P.  Sanger, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Charles  P.  Mattocks, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Chas.  F.  Roe, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
Jacob  C.  R.  Peabody, 
Captain,  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Recorder. 

[First  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  15, 189S. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  surgeon  to  initiate  the  necessary  steps  to  promptly  carry 
into  effect  the  recommendations  of  the  board,  and  follow  up  their  execution. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R.  Cecil, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  27,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned.    Extracts  from  this  report  have  been  forwarded  to  chief  surgeons  of 
divisions  for  their  information  and  guidance. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Third  Corps. 

[Third  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  2,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army  in  connection  with 
report  of  same  board  upon  entire  command.    Remedial  action  has  been  earnestly  and  benefi- 
cially undertaken,  and  now  change  of  station  is  nearly  completed. 

J.  C.  Breckinridge, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANGER  INSPECTION  BOARD,  CAMP  THOMAS,  AUGUST  16,  1898. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  16,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia. 
Sir:  The  board  appointed  by  paragraph  16,  Special  Orders,  No.  67,  c.  s.,  August 
6,  1898,  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  camps  of 
this  command  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  board  visited  and  inspected  all  the  camps  in  the  park  and  the  division 
hospitals,  and  submitted  to  each  division,  brigade,  and  regimental  commander, 
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and  to  all  medical  officers  in  charge  of  hospital  a  list  of  interrogatories,  copies  of 
which  are  appended  to  the  record,  as  well  as  the  replies  thereto.  From  these 
papers  and  from  its  personal  observation  the  board  finds  that  the  spring  water 
brought  from  within  the  limits  of  the  camp,  while  unpolluted,  is  not  safe  for  use 
without  boiling.  That  boiled  water  has  not  been  generally  used  up  to  August  1 
because  sufficient  kettles  for  boiling  had  not  been  furnished,  except  in  a  few 
cases,  and  then  at  private  expense,  and  because  a  sufficient  supply  of  barrels  for 
storing  and  cooling  the  water  after  boiling  had  not  been  furnished. 

We  believe  that  all  the  water  in  the  park  is  unsafe  for  use  unless  boiled;  that 
some  regiments  are  compelled  to  purchase  water  outside  the  park;  that  in  some 
instances  small  bath  houses  have  been  constructed  by  regiments  at  their  own 
expense,  but  that  in  the  majority  of  the  regiments  there  are  no  facilities  for 
bathing. 

Police  of  camps. — The  police  of  camps  is  under  the  charge  of  regimental  officers 
of  the  day,  and  in  some  instances  under  special  police  inspectors,  and  is  generally 
good,  sinks  excepted.  Garbage  and  refuse  have  been  in  some  cases  dumped  and 
in  others  burned,  and  is  now  generally  burned.  Men's  and  kitchen  sinks  are  in 
front  of  the  regimental  camps  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  men's  quarters.  The 
sinks  are  generally  open  because  no  lumber  has  been  furnished.  The  camps  of 
nearly  all  the  regiments  are  now  in  open  fields  and  are  well  drained,  but  prior  to 
August  1  nearly  all  were  in  the  woods. 

Tentage. — Average  number  of  men  in  each  tent,  6  to  8.  Many  regiments  have 
tents  which  are  unfit  for  use.  Not  more  than  4  men  should  occupy  a  wall 
tent,  and  not  more  than  10  men  a  conical  tent  in  this  climate  at  this  season  of 
the  year. 

Hosjntals. — The  report  of  the  board  as  to  the  condition  and  needs  of  the  divi- 
sion hospital  has  been  already  submitted  and  is  appended  to  this  report. 

From  such  facts  as  the  board  has  been  able  to  gather  it  would  seem  that  the 
typhoid  fever  was  brought  here  early  in  the  season  by  incoming  regiments,  and 
has  also  resulted  from  the  unsanitary  state  of  the  camps,  to  which  its  rapid 
increase  within  the  past  two  weeks  is  mainly  attributable,  and  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  damp  weather.  We  find  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  all  camps,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  is  bad,  and  that  malarial  and  typhoid  fever  are  alarmingly  on  the 
increase;  that  the  nature  of  the  camp  sites  is  such  that  it  is  impossible  to  dig 
proper  sinks  on  account  of  rock  prevalent  everywhere,  or  to  keep  the  sinks  in  good 
sanitary  condition  from  want  of  lime  and  other  disinfectants  which  have  been 
applied  for,  both  through  the  medical  and  the  quartermaster's  department,  but 
without  result  prior  to  August  1.  That  in  many  of  the  camps  sinks  fill  with 
water,  which  the  soil  does  not  absorb. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  much  sickness  would  have  been  avoided  if 
the  tents  had  been  floored  and  the  men  raised  from  the  ground,  but  this  has  not 
been  practicable,  generally,  as  no  lumber  has  been  furnished  for- flooring  the 
tents  except  by  the  men  themselves  ;  that  camping  the  troops  in  the  woods  out  of 
reach  of  the  sun  has  rendered  the  camp  grounds  unsanitary  ;  that  the  water  sup- 
ply and  soil  of  the  park  generally  are  so  polluted  as  to  be  dangerous  to  the  health 
even  of  the  regiments  now  encamped  or  about  to  be  encamped  in  the  open  fields, 
and  that  the  typhoid  fever  has  now  become  epidemic. 

We  mention  these  causes  of  the  present  condition  of  the  camps  and  the  health 
of  the  troops  in  order  to  negative  an  inference  to  which  some  publicity  has  been 
given  that  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  is  wholly  the  result  of  the  negligence 
of  the  men  and  ot  the  officers  in  immediate  command  of  them.  Doubtless  there 
has  been  some  carelessness  resulting  from  inexperience,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  there  has  been  also  some  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  officers  largely  responsi- 
ble for  the  administration  of  Camp  Thomas  prior  to  August  1. 
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In  further  explanation  of  the  situation,  the  board  believes  that  had  the  regi- 
mental hospitals  retained  the  organization  they  had  on  arriving  here,  in  place 
of  being  reduced  to  dispensaries,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  division  hospitals;  or 
had  the  latter  been  established  on  a  suitable  basis  and  made  independent  of  the 
regiments  for  medical  officers,  nurses,  attendants,  etc.,  the  sick  would  have  been 
more  effectively  cared  for  in  the  early  stages  of  disease  than  they  have  been;  the 
number  of  sick  could  probably  have  been  largely  reduced  and  the  general  sanitary 
condition  of  the  regiments  under  far  better  and  closer  supervision.  It  has  been 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  one  medical  officer  and  hospital  steward  on  duty 
with  each  regiment  to  properly  examine  the  men  at  sick  call,  to  care  for  the  sick 
in  quarters,  and  to  look  after  the  sanitation  of  the  camp.  As  a  result,  the  num- 
ber of  sick  in  quarters  has  increased  beyond  expectation,  and  in  many  of  the 
regiments  the  regimental  dispensaries  have  expanded  into  hospitals  with  nearly  a 
hundred  inmates,  with  volunteer  nurses  and  attendants  and  one  medical  officer. 
The  truth  is  that  neither  the  regimental  dispensaries  nor  the  division  hospital  are 
equal  to  the  present  emergency,  and  the  system  appears  to  have  been  broken 
down  in  a  vain  experiment.  No  one  familiar  with  the  organization  of  modern 
armies  and  their  administration  will  question  the  importance  of  the  division  hos- 
pital as  a  provision  for  the  sick  and  wounded,  but  in  no  army  are  they  maintained 
at  the  expense  of  the  necessary  regimental  organizations,  and  we  believe  that  in 
attempting  to  do  so  here  we  have  added  largely  to  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  proper  sanitation. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  the 
present  conditions  by  processes  which  should  have  been  resorted  to  when  malarial 
and  typhoid  fever  first  appeared  and  before  they  became  at  all  prevalent.  The 
typhoid  fever  is  now  epidemic  and  the  board  is  constrained  to  recommend,  as  the 
only  effective  remedy  in  view  of  the  facts,  that  the  troops  be  removed  for  the 
present,  at  least,  from  Chickamauga  Park  to  localities  where  proper  sanitary 
measures  can  be  inaugurated  and  carried  out. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  P.  Sanger, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Charles  P.  Mattocks, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Chas.  F.  Roe, 
Brigadier- General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Jacob  C.  R.  Peabody, 
Captain,  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Recorder. 

[First  indorsement] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  22,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  chief  surgeon  for  remark. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R  Cecil,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

[Second  indorsement  ] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H  Thomas,  Georgia, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  2h,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned.  Nothing  has  been  learned  from  the  camp  in  Chickamauga  Park  which 
has  not  been  known  to  military  sanitarians  since  the  earliest  times  With  the  given  conditions 
but  one  result  could  follow.  Fifty  thousand  recruits,  officers  and  men,  utterly  unaccustomed 
to  camp  life  and  military  constraint,  were  brought  here  and  encamped  in  the  woods,  the  open, 
ground  having  shortly  before  been  occupied  by  another  command. 

The  soil,  chiefly  of  gumbo,  covered  with  the  underlying  limestone  rock  so  superficially  that  in 
most  places  sinks  could  not  be  dug  more  than  2  feet  deep.  The  jjroposed  organization  of  three 
corps  (First,  Fifth,  and  Sixth)  here  rendered  it  necessary  to  camp  the  regiments  so  closely  that 
mess  tables  and  sinks  were  often  in  immediate  proximity,  and  the  tents  were  huddled  together 
in  a  way  only  justified  by  the  shortest  possible  occupancy  of  the  ground.     These  conditions 
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needed  but  the  addition  of  a  single  infected  case  to  ultimately  infect  the  entire  command,  and 
such  cases  marched  into  camp  with  the  rapidly  arriving  regiments. 

Speaking  of  the  Third  Corps  (of  which  I  know  most),  with  the  exception  of  three  regiments— 
the  sick  of  which  ultimately  infected  all  the  rest— in  the  beginning  the  health  of  that  corps  was 
remarkably  good  and  remained  so  for  a  month,  all  the  time,  and  more,  that  it  should  have  been 
permitted  to  remain  on  such  ground. 

In  the  meantime  the  medical  department,  which  had  been  organized  in  accordance  with  orders 
from  the  "War  Department  (so  far  as  the  authorized  personnel  permitted,  conformably  to  the 
experience  of  our  own  war  and  the  methods  obtaining  in  all  other  armies),  had  strenuously 
sought  to  do  its  duty  in  the  care  of  the  actual  sick  and  in  warning  the  military  authorities  of 
threatened  catastrophe. 

When  the  conditions  obtaining  here  to-day  are  judged  by  the  cold  light  of  history  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  wonder  of  it  is,  not  that  so  many  of  our  men  were  ill,  for  which  the  medical  depart- 
ment was  in  nowise  responsible,  but  that  so  few  died,  in  which  result  I  believe  the  medical 
officers,  by  their  skill  and  devotion,  contributed  in  the  largest  degree. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Third  Corps,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  National  Park,  Georgia,  August  2U,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  United  States  Volunteers,  for  his  informa- 
tion.   To  be  returned  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R.  Cecil,  Assistant-Adjutant  General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Park  Headquarters,  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  25, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  with  thanks  for  the 
opportunity  of  examining  this  report  and  the  accompanying  papers. 

H.  V.  Boynton,  Chairman  Park  Commission. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  2, 1898. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army. 

The  status  of  the  health  of  this  command  had  already  attracted  attention  prior  to  my  assuming 
command.  August  2,  and  Colonel  Woodhull  alone  and  Colonel  Hopkins  and  Major  Reed  together 
from  the  War  Department  investigated  it,  and  spoke  to  me  immediately  after  my  arrival.  The 
presence  of  typhoid  fever,  and  necessity  of  most  attentive  military  work  and  duty  was  noted 
during  my  inspection  in  May.  Now  this  report  of  a  board  of  general  officers  indicates  the 
feeling  of  difficulties  under  which  the  command  has  labored,  which  with  united  effort  seemed 
evidently  manageable,  and  on  all  sides  are  the  indications,  which  were  also  noted  at  the  May 
inspection,  of  unbounded  and  well-directed  energy  and  zeal,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  entire 
command  feels  assured  that  all  that  is  possible  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  being  done  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  health  of  the  command  and  the  proper  care  of  the  sick. 

J.  C.  Breckinridge,  Major-General. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  October  27, 1898. 
For  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army. 

H.  O.  A.  H,  A.  A.  G. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Washington,  October  31, 1898. 
The  Major-General  Commanding  desires  reference  to  the  Surgeon-General. 

J.  V.  Gilmore,  Brigadier-General. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  November  8, 1898. 
To  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

November  11,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  recommendation  that 
this  paper  be  referred  to  the  Commission  appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 
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[Tenth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  November  1G,  1898. 
For  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  with  reference  to  the  seventh  and  ninth  indorse- 
ments. 

W.  H.  C,  A.  A.  G. 
[Eleventh  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  November  80,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  of  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  Simpson,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


CHIEF   SURGEON   HOFF  DENIES   REPORT   IN  NEW  YORK  WORLD    PRETENDING  TO 

QUOTE  HIM. 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Surgeon, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  30,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  marked  clipping  from  the  New  York 
World  of  the  28th  instant,  purporting  to  contain  a  statement  of  mine  which  is  abso- 
lutely false  in  every  particular.     Not  only  did  I  not  say  it,  but  I  did  not  and  do 

not  think  it. 

[Special  to  the  World.] 

Chattanooga,  August  37.— The  story  of  the  terrible  conditions  at  the  Chickamauga  camp 
does  not  rest  upon  the  sayso  of  any  inexperienced  observer.  Many  of  the  surgeons  and  nurses 
are  desperately  frank  in  the  expression  of  their  horror  at  the  situation  and  in  denouncing  those 
whom  they  believe  to  be  responsible. 

No  less  an  authority  than  Colonel  Hoff ,  the  chief  surgeon,  said  to-day  that  the  awful  state  of 
affairs  was  due  in  great  part  to  the  miserable  incompetency  of  the  medical  officers  and  their 
willful  negligence. 

Uncovered  sinks  exposed  to  the  hot  sun  fill  the  air  with  foul  odors.  Many  of  these  sinks  and 
pools  of  refuse  are  within  a  few  feet  of  the  messes  of  convalescents  and  the  tents  of  sick  soldiers. 

Food  is  not  properly  cooked. 

Surgeons  do  not  leave  their  tents,  but  have  stewards  and  other  subordinates  take  the  temper- 
ature of  the  fever  patients  and  report  to  them.  They  then  issue  prescriptions  without  seeing 
the  patients. 

The  medical  officers  of  this  command  have  with  scarcely  an  exception  worked 
with  untiring  zeal  and  energy,  and  what  they  have  accomplished  is  evidenced  by 
the  remarkably  small  mortality  which  has  occurred  in  a  command  in  which  the 
morbidity  has  been  so  considerable. 

Very  respectfully,  John  Van  R.  Hoff, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon,  Third  Corps,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[First  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  31, 1898. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army. 

Of  course  it  is  well  known  that  the  officers  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  are  as 
accomplished,  faithful,  patriotic,  and  zealous  as  any  other  body  of  professional  gentlemen  or 
military  officers  in  or  out  of  the  public  service.  I  can  testify  heartily,  and  have  heard  sick  and 
wounded  testify  frequently,  both  at  Santiago  and  here,  to  their  enthusiastic  and  untiring  labors 
and  great  efficiency.  How  many  soldiers  are  indebted  to  them  beyond  measure,  and  how  they 
have  strained  to  accomplish  the  utmost  in  their  power,  will  possibly  never  be  adequately  recog- 
nized.   And  high  among  these  active,  reliable,  accomplished  officers  stands  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Hoff-  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 
[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  October  lh,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Theo.  Schwan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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REPORT  OF  SURGEON  MILO  B.  WARD  ON  HOSPITAL,  SECOND  DIVISION,  THIRD  ARMY 
CORPS,  CAMP  THOMAS,  WITH  INDORSEMENTS,  REPORTS,  COMMENTS,  ETC. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  29,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  in  circular  letter  of  August  23,  1898,  I 
herewith  submit  a  report  of  the  work  done  by  myself,  and  the  conditions  and 
circumstances  connected  therewith.  I  understand  that  you  are  seeking  the  facts, 
regardless  of  consequences.  I  shall  endeavor,  therefore,  to  give  you  a  brief  out- 
line of  the  conditions  found  by  me  during  the  beginning  of  my  services  and  what 
they  are  still. 

I  was  commissioned  by  the  President,  on  June  4,  1898,  as  brigade  surgeon, 
United  States  Volunteers,  with  rank  of  major,  and  was  sworn  into  the  service  on 
June  23.  My  orders  to  go  to  the  field  were  dated  June  28,  and  I  reported  for  duty 
to  Major-General  Brooke  July  11,  1898.  I  was  sent  to  Major-General  Wade, 
commanding  Third  Army  Corps,  and  by  him— through  the  advice  of  Colonel 
Hoff ,  of  the  Medical  Department— was  ordered  to  report  for  duty  at  the  Second 
Division,  Third  Corps,  hospital,  at  which  station  I  reported  July  12.  The  com- 
mander of  the  hospital  assigned  me  as  a  ward  physician  and  placed  me  in 
charge  of  the  sick  of  the  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  First  Arkansas,  Second 
Kentucky,  and  the  Ninth  New  York  regiments. 

I  was  informed  by  Major  Bradbury  that  it  would  be  the  part  of  wisdom  for  me 
to  make  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  dispensary  and  note  the  remedies  on  hand 
before  attempting  to  prescribe  for  the  sick,  as  the  supply  was  very  limited,  both 
in  quantity  and  variety.  This  advice  was  not  heeded,  and  the  result  was  a  waste 
of  time  and  much  inconvenience  to  all  concerned,  for  the  prescriptions  had  to  be 
made  to  fit  the  medicines  instead  of  the  needs  of  the  patient. 

There  was  on  hand  absolutely  nothing  which  could  be  construed  by  the  most 
fertile  brain  as  fitted  for  a  large  number  of  the  sick  soldiers  then  under  our 
treatment.  In  some  instances  I  wrote  prescriptions  and  sent  them  to  Chattanooga 
to  be  filled. 

The  want  of  suitable  medicines  was  not  the  greatest  problem  to  be  solved. 
Everything  needed  to  make  sick  and  helpless  men  comfortable  was  either  alto- 
gether wanting  or  was  on  hand  in  such  limited  quantities  that  only  a  fraction  of 
the  men  could  be  provided  for.  An  attempt  to  enumerate  in  detail  all  the  things 
which  were  needed  would  be,  at  this  time,  almost  impossible. 

At  no  time  during  my  assignment  at  this  hospital  was  there  sufficient  tent 
room  to  keep  the  men  from  the  storm.  None  of  the  tents  in  my  earlier  service 
had  "flies,"  and  they  would  not  turn  the  water  when  it  came  down  in  torrents, 
as  it  did  almost  daily.  Many  of  the  men  had  nothing  but  "  flies  "  to  protect  them, 
and  they  could  not  be  kept  dry  when  the  rain  was  accompanied  by  wind.  At  no 
time  was  there  sufficient  room  to  make  the  sick  at  all  comfortable,  for  they  had 
to  be  crowded  together  like  sardines  in  a  box,  with  their  heads  against  the  sides 
of  the  tents,  and  the  burning  sun's  rays  would  almost  scorch  their  hair.  The  cots 
were  so  crowded  that  there  was  no  room  to  stand  between  them,  and  the  physi- 
cians and  nurses  were  obliged  to  reach  the  men  from  the  foots  of  the  cots.  At  no 
time  was  there  sufficient  cots  to  furnish  each  man  with  a  comfortable  bed.  Every 
hour  of  the  day,  and  every  day,  men  were  obliged  to  lie  either  on  the  ground  or 
the  litters  on  which  they  were  brought  to  the  hospital.  Men  were  often  obliged 
to  remain  in  their  dirty  camp  clothing  for  hours,  and  in  some  instances  days, 
for  the  want  of  anything  to  cover  them  with,  except  their  blankets.  Pillow  slips 
were  out  of  the  question  in  most  cases,  except  for  those  who  had  been  in  the 
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hospital  for  some  time,  and  then  they  seemed  to  come  entirely  from  the  Red  Cross 
and  other  societies.  I  do  not  state  this  as  a  positive  fact,  but  such  was  my  under- 
standing. So  far  as  concerns  proper  nourishment  for  the  sick,  they  would  have 
certainly  starved  had  it  not  been  for  the  Red  Cross  and  other  benevolent  organi- 
zations, which  were  always  on  hand  to  minister  to  the  necessities  of  the  sick. 
There  was  every  day  a  shortage  of  milk  and  ice.  It  was  enough  to  melt  the  heart 
of  the  strongest  to  hear  these  poor  men  asking  for  ice-cold  milk.  The  character 
of  the  nursing  given  the  men  is  a  blight  on  the  fair  name  of  our  rich  Government. 
With  only  a  rare  exception  the  nurses  sent  to  the  hospital  were  by  detail  of  the 
company  commanders,  and  it  is  the  boast  of  some  of  the  captains  that  they  rid 
their  commands  of  such  men  as  proved  to  be  too  trifling  to  be  good  soldiers  and 
sent  them  to  the  hospital.  This  statement,  however,  I  am  not  prepared  to  verify 
by  naming  individuals,  but  my  information  comes  from  reliable  sources.  Of  one 
thing  there  is  no  doubt,  the  nurses  were  both  ignorant  and  indolent. 

Another  condition  constantly  present  was  a  want  of  sufficient  nurses  and  stew- 
ards to  properly  care  for  the  sick.  So  many  of  the  nurses  and  stewards  were 
sick,  either  from  overwork  or  the  surroundings,  that  the  helpless  men  were  often 
left  to  actually  suffer  for  the  care  which  they  should  have  received  from  the  num- 
ber of  men  detailed  for  this  work.  Another  thing  which  worked  hardships  on 
the  nurses  was  the  fact  that  they  were  obliged  to  nurse  eight  hours  in  twenty- 
four,  and  then  do  police  fatigue  duty  three  hours  each  day.  They  often  were  made 
sick  by  this  extra  duty.  Before  I  had  been  on  duty  twenty-four  hours  I  entered 
an  earnest  protest  against  such  awful  treatment  of  the  sick  soldiers.  My  only 
reward  was  a  very  sarcastic  reply  that  when  I  had  been  there  as  long  as  he — the 
commanding  officer — I  would  cease  worrying  over  such  matters.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  long  before  learned  to  do  the  best  he  could  with  what  he  had  on  hand, 
and  abide  his  time  for  what  he  had  ordered  but  had  never  arrived.  Day  after  day 
I  went  to  the  commanding  officer  with  my  tale  of  woe  and  each  time  I  got  the 
same  reply.  I  was  informed  that  requisition  on  requisition  had  been  forwarded, 
but  no  relief  came.  On  one  occasion  the  commander  and  I  gave  our  own  cots  to 
the  sick  in  order  to  keep  them  off  the  ground.  The  number  of  sick  in  this  hos- 
pital rapidly  increased  from  about  175,  which  were  present  when  I  was  assigned 
there,  till  the  number  reached  500,  and  at  the  same  time  the  number  of  attending 
physicians  was  reduced  from  6,  on  duty  July  12,  to  4,  on  duty  August  1.  From 
this  time  on  contract  physicians  began  to  report  and  gave  relief  to  those  who 
had  been  overworked.  Day  after  day  the  writer  has  been  forced  to  attend  the 
sick  in  numbers  of  100  and  more,  when  he  himself  was  not  able  to  eat  a  morsel 
of  food,  and  was  so  weak  that  he  would  not  have  thought  of  leaving  his  bed  had 
he  been  at  home  or  any  other  place  where  his  services  were  not  indispensable. 
In  addition  to  my  duties  as  a  ward  physician  I  was  charged  with  all  the  surgical 
cases  in  the  hospital.  It  should  be  remembered  that  of  the  surgeons  assigned  to 
the  hospital  one  was  commander  and  did  no  practice,  one  was  executive  officer 
and  did  nothing,  and  one  was  commissary  and  this  kept  him  busy,  and  in  addi- 
tion one  was  made  ground  steward  and  did  nothing  else.  Among  the  operations 
performed  was  one  for  appendicitis,  and  the  man  made  a  perfect  recovery;  sev- 
eral cases  of  a  less  serious  nature,  including  three  gunshot  wounds,  one  bayonet 
stab  in  the  lungs,  badly  fractured  legs,  etc.,  and  all  made  perfect  recoveries. 

One  case  calls  for  special  mention,  in  order  to  bring  out  the  important  point 
which  I  desire  to  emphasize,  namely,  the  want  of  the  little  essential  appliances 
for  satisfactory  treatment  of  patients.  The  man  had  a  peri-rectal  abscess,  which  I 
opened  thoroughly,  but  had  no  syringe  with  which  to  irrigate  the  offensive  pus  sac. 
This  instrument  was  not  to  be  had,  and  never  has  been  furnished,  although  I  asked 
for  it  time  after  time.  I  was  obliged  to  use  a  small  urethral  syringe  to  wash  out 
this  large  fecal  pouch.    During  my  time  at  the  hospital  there  was  not  a  scale,  no 
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mortar,  no  pill  tile,  no  spatula,  nor  in  fact  anything  to  aid  in  accurately  prepar- 
ing medicines  for  patients.  There  was  as  a  rule  only  one  drug  clerk  on  duty  at  a 
time,  and  prescriptions  written  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  often  were  not  filled 
until  evening,  and  these  men  were  therefore  all  this  time  without  any  medicines. 
From  August  12  I  was  relieved  from  duty  at  the  hospital  and  assigned  to  this 
brigade,  where  I  now  am  on  duty.  Nothing  has  occurred  in  connection  with  my 
duties  as  brigade  surgeon  to  make  it  the  subject  for  special  mention.  The  water 
supply  is  much  better  than  during  the  rainy  season.  The  sinks,  which  during  the 
rains  of  July  and  part  of  this  month  were  nothing  but  holes  filled  with  debris, 
the  stench  from  which  was  unbearable,  can  now  be  covered  and  kept  in  good 
condition  owing  to  the  dry  weather.  In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  be  put  on  record 
that,  in  my  opinion,  it  has  been  criminal  to  keep  this  army  on  its  present  camping 
ground  during  the  last  thirty  days. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Milo  B.  Ward, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Surgeon, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon  General's  Office, 

September  9,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Van  R  Hoff,  chief  surgeon.  United  States  Volunteers, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  for  remark. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Corps,  Office  Chief  Surgeon, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  September  11,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  J.  M.  Jenne,  chief  surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers,  for  remark. 

John  Van  R.  Hoff, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon  Third  Corps 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  September  11,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Bial  F.  Bradbury,  brigade  surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers, 
for  remark. 

J.  M.  Jenne, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Sternberg  Field  Hospital, 

Camp  Thomas,  September  13,  1898. 
I -would  respectfully  call  attention  to  certain  statements  in  the  foregoing  paper  in  regard  to 
the  deficiency  of  drugs.  It  is  a  fact  that  in  the  early  part  of  my  service  in  the  hospital  (my 
assignment  was  July  3, 1898)  our  number  of  remedies  were  very  few,  especially  those  that  could 
be  used  in  typhoid  fever.  My  recollection  is  that  on  the  3d  of  July  we  had  in  stock  a  small 
quantity  of  guaiacol,  and  only  that;  nothing  further  of  the  usual  intestinal  antiseptic  remedies. 
Repeated  requisitions  failed  to  obtain  help,  and  on  the  23d  of  July  I  made  a  personal  appeal  to 
Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Red  Cross,  who  went  to  Chattanooga  and  brought  me  a  supply  of  salol.  From 
that  time  we  were  furnished  with  the  usual  drugs,  for  if  I  found  our  requisitions  were  or  could 
not  be  filled  I  was  always  supplied  by  the  Red  Cross.  In  regard  to  tentage,  it  is  a  fact  that  up 
to  the  first  week  in  August  we  were  in  sore  need  of  tents  or  flies  to  cover  our  sick.  Many  and 
many  a  day  and  night  every  tent  and  every  fly  was  full  of  the  sick.  That  the  men  were  as 
uncomfortably  crowded  as  would  seem  intimated  in  the  paper  I  deny.  There  were  times, 
especially  in  the  measle  ward,  when  it  was  necessary  to  "pack"  them  at  night,  but  many  of 
these  men  were  really  well  and  about  the  inclosure  during  the  day,  only  waiting  for  time  to 
allow  the  period  of  contagion  to  pass  before  returning  to  their  regiment.  There  was  no  such 
extreme  crowding,  except  for  a  few  hours  at  mo3t,  in  the  other  wards.  There  were  many  times 
during  my  command  of  the  hospital  when  men  were  compelled  to  lie  on  stretchers,  when  cots 
could  not  be  had.  At  no  time  was  a  man  compelled  to  lie  on  the  ground,  to  my  knowledge, 
except  for  one  or  two  nights  when  we  had  a  large  influx  in  the  measle  ward;  then  I  personally 
saw  that  they  had  a  large  supply  of  f  resh  straw  and  the  men  were,  as  they  told  me,  thoroughly 
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comfortable.  The  want  of  proper  bedding  was  to  a  great  extent  relieved  by  the  last  of  July, 
though  at  no  time  were  we  fully  supplied.  Our  milk  question  gave  us  much  trouble.  It  came 
in  the  morning  and,  with  the  best  of  care,  would  often  sour  before  the  next  morning  and  at  times 
even  before  night.  To  secure  my  patients  food,  I  established,  through  the  help  of  Mr.  Smith 
of  the  Red  Cross,  what  I  believe  was  the  first  "special  diet  kitchen,"  at  least  on  these  grounds. 
At  first  it  was  a  small  affair— simply  for  those  extremely  ill— but  soon  grew  to  a  distinct  feature. 
It  was  placed  not  far  from  the  fever  (typhoid)  ward.  We  had  two  gasoline  stoves  and  dishes 
and  canned  goods,  to  the  extent  that  hot  or  cold  clam  broth,  chicken  broth,  beef  tea,  Mellin's 
food,  etc.,  could  be  had  at  all  hours,  day  and  night.  From  the  establishment  of  our  diet  kitchen 
all  cause  for  complaint  of  lack  of  food  ceased.  What  is  said  of  the  character  of  the  men  sent 
from  the  several  regiments  is  in  the  main  true.  Yet,  in  justice,  I  must  say  that  there  were 
some  notable  exceptions.  As  early  as  the  middle  of  July  an  order  was  issued  that  in  every  case 
of  severe Isickness  an.' 'information  slip"  should  be  immediately  sent  to  the  surgeon  of  the  regi- 
ment asking  him  to  inform  the  man's  captain,  at  the  same  time  requesting  a  special  detail  of 
his  immediate  comrades  to  care  for  him;  also  for  the  surgeon  to  inform  the  chaplain.  This 
you  will  see  gave  every  seriously  ill  man  special  care  by  his  own  friends.  The  statement  that 
only  1  drug  clerk  was  on  duty  at  a  time  is  a  mistake.  The  first  arrangement  was,  2  at  night 
and  2  b.r  day.  This  was  changed,  1  man  being  taken  from  the  night  service  and  put  on  the  day 
work,  making  3  during  the  hours  when  the  most  work  was  to  be  done.  One  of  these  men  we 
lost  by  typhoid  fever  early  in  August.  Much  more  could  be  written,  but  this  is  possibly  too 
much  already.  In  conclusion  I  wish  to  say  that  from  my  superiors  I  have  always  received 
the  kindest  treatment.  Many  times  I  have  personally  been  with  requisitions,  have  had  them 
approved  without  the  slightest  trouble,  only  to  find  that  the  goods  were  not  on  hand.  Also,  I 
recall  several  instances  where  word  was  sent  me  when  goods  or  drugs  did  arrive  when  those  in 
charge  knew  I  was  in  need. 

Respectfully,  Bial  F.  Bradbury, 

Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Second  Division,  Third  Corps  Hospital. 

Repectfully  returned  to  chief  surgeon  Second  Division,  Third  Corps. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

St.  Albans.  Vt.,  November  lo,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army,  calling  attention  to  the 
inclosure  to  this  indorsement,  and  with  the  statement  that  this  paper  has  been  delayed  by 
reason  of  my  illness,  dating  from  September  14,  1898. 

J.  M.  Jenne, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Inclosure  to  fifth  indorsement.] 

Referring  to  the  report,  to  which  this  is  an  inclosure,  signed  by  Milo  B.  Ward,  I  desire  to  say 
that  Major  Ward  reported  for  duty  at  Second  Division,  Third  Corps  hospital,  as  stated  in  the 
report,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the  office  of  the  chief  surgeon  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 
where  he  was  when  I  assumed  the  duties  of  chief  surgeon  on  July  17.  He  remained  there  until 
August  12  and  was  assigned  as  he  has  stated.  During  the  early  part  of  his  service,  or  up  until 
about  the  latter-named  date,  the  supplies  were  very  deficient.  After  the  22d  day  of  July  there 
were  not  as  few  of  necessities  and  even  comforts  for  the  sick  as  his  communication  in  general 
tone  would  indicate.  Our  wards  were  always  nearly  or  quite  full,  sometimes  even  crowded, 
8  persons  being  in  each  tent  and  underneath  each  fly.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  they  were 
ever  packed  as  he  indicates,  except  when  a  driving  rain  occurred,  when  the  cots  would  be  moved 
to  the  sheltered  side  of  a  fly  to  protect  them  from  the  rain,  which  would  or  might  beat  in  upon 
them  from  the  windward  side.  Requisitions  were  made  for  tents  in  ample  numbers,  but  the 
supply  was  not  large;  our  requisitions  were  not  filled  to  the  number  required,  and  just  about 
supplied  our  needs  from  day  to  day,  so  that  while  the  number  of  tents  constantly  increased  the 
number  of  patients  also  increased,  and  we  seldom  if  ever  had  tents  on  hand  in  excess  of  our  needs 
of  the  day.  In  some  cases  a  large  accession  of  numbers  would  be  made  to  the  patients  in  a 
single  day  and  the  wards  would  be  crowded  for  a  few  hours  or  until  additional  tents  could  be 
had.  Many  of  the  tents  had  flies  over  them.  I  recall  few  men  lying  upon  stretchers,  and 
remember  of  seeing  no  men  lying  upon  the  ground  at  any  time.  Many  tents  were  without  floor, 
and  in  these,  of  course,  the  cots  or  stretchers  were  upon  the  ground.  We  had  a  supply  of  sheets 
and  pillow  slips  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  typhoid-fever  ward  and  the  more  seriously  sick 
patients,  but  not  enough  for  all  our  wards.  The  special-diet  kitchen  was  organized  about  July 
23 or  24,  and  1  believe  at  no  time  subsequent  to  that  date  was  there  any  real  want  for  suitable 
food  for  all  who  were  in  the  hospital.  Our  milk  was  supplied  from  some  remote  point  by  tho 
Red  Cross  Society  and  by  purchase  from  our  hospital  fund,  and  if  delayed  in  transit  would 
sometimes  be  sour  upon  arrival,  or  it  would  sour  soon  after  its  arrival.  This  rarely  occurred. 
We  had  rn  ample  supply  of  beef  extract,  bouillon,  clam  broth,  and  other  delicacies  of  that 
nature  for  all  needs.    These  things  were  often  objected  to,  and  in  a  few  instances  were  absolutely 
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declined,  and  the  patient  would  willfully  go  without  food  and  report  to  his  friends  that  ho  had 
nothing  to  eat.  Complaints  of  this  character  reached  me,  were  investigated,  and  facts  found  as 
stated. 

With  respect  to  the  character  of  the  nurses,  it  is  to  he  said  that  they  were  without  exception 
unskilled;  many  were  of  vicious  habits  and  incorrigible,  and  with  few  exceptions  were  sent  to 
the  Hospital  Corps  against  their  wishes.  They  were  not  detailed  by  company  commanders,  but 
were  designated  by  them  as  suitable  soldiers  for  that  purpose,  and  were  formally  transferred 
by  an  order  originating,  as  I  understand,  at  camp  headquarters.  The  number  of  nurses  came 
to  be  too  small,  as  the  number  of  sick  increased  and  their  own  number  diminished  from  the 
causes  mentioned  in  the  report,  but  this  force  was  supplemented  by  volunteers  from  regiments, 
as  indicated  in  the  third  indorsement;  but  all  were  untrained  and  undisciplined  men,  and  they 
could  not  be  organized  in  a  moment  to  the  degree  of  efficiency  that  would  preclude  abuses  and 
neglect  in  some  few  instances;  but  the  results  in  mortality,  for  the  number  treated,  is  the 
strongest  possible  evidence  that  there  was  not  the  suffering  and  neglect  in  this  hospital  indicated 
by  the  report. 

J.  M.  Jknne, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon,  IT.  S.  Volunteers. 


Second  Division  Hospital,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Onward,  Savannah,  Ga.,  November  20,  1898. 
The  Board  of  Inquiry, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Gentlemen:   In  justice  to  Col.  John  Van  R.  Hoff,  chief  surgeon  Third  Corps, 
and  Maj.  J.  M.  Jenne,  chief  surgeon  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  I  wish  to 
make  the  following  statement,  in  denial  of  certain  charges  made  by  Dr.  Milo  B. 
Ward  against  those  officers: 

I  was  on  duty  as  commander  of  the  Second  Division  hospital,  Third  Corps,  from 
July  3  to  August  9,  and  during  that  time  Colonel  Hoff  made  repeated  visits  to  the 
hospital.  Major  Jenne,  from  the  day  he  was  assigned  to  the  Second  Division,  was 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  absent  a  whole  day  from  the  hospital,  and  I  know  that  on 
many  occasions  he  made  two  and  even  at  times  three  visits  on  one  day.  Both  of 
these  officers  did  all  in  their  power  to  help  and  aid  me  in  my  work.  Colonel  Hoff 
on  two  or  more  occasions  purchased  for  me  what  was  urgently  needed,  when  I 
could  not  obtain  supplies  from  the  purveyor. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  request  of  mine  being  denied  when  it  was  in  their  power 
to  grant  it. 

I  will  further  state  that  I  have  many  reasons  to  believe  that  the  charges  made 
by  Dr.  Ward  are  from  purely  personal  reasons. 
Very  respectfully. 

Bial  F.  Bradbury, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  Commanding  Hospital. 


Danville  Theological  Seminary, 

Danville,  Ky.,  October  23,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  Commission  of  Investigation,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  under  date  of  October  21.  In  reply 
allow  me  to  say  that  if  in  your  judgment  my  testimony  can  prove  of  any  practical 
value  to  your  Commission  I  shall  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  appear.  However, 
since  writing  you  on  October  18,  it  gives  me  real  pleasure  to  state  that  I  have 
received  information  which,  in  justice  to  myself,  the  surgeons  in  question,  and 
the  Commission  compels  me  to  withdraw  my  charges  "in  toto"  relative  tc 
"the  surgeons  in  charge  of  First  Division  hospital,  Third  Army  Corps,  having 
abandoned  same  on  August  18  to  attend  the  grand  review  given  by  Gen.  J.  C. 
Breckinridge.*' 
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I  made  the  statement  upon  the  strength  of  what  I  then  thought  to  be  the  most 
reliable  of  authority,  but  my  more  thorough  investigation  since  convinces  me 
that  it  would  be  the  wiser  part  to  withdraw. 

The  remainder  of  my  testimony  relates  to  the  sinks,  water  supply,  and  nurses, 
the  truth  of  which  I  can  give  oath  to. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being  your  obedient  servant, 

Keene  Ryan. 

Ohio  Board  of  State  Charities, 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  September  10,  1898. 
Hon.  William  McKinley, 

President  United  States. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  notice  to-day  that  you  have  decided  to  appoint  a  committee 
on  the  conduct  of  the  war,  so  far,  at  least,  as  sanitary  conditions  are  concerned. 
I  am  glad  of  it,  for  such  a  committee  will  be  more  trustworthy  and  intelligent 
than  any  Congressional  committee.  As  an  old  soldier  I  know  that  many  com- 
plaints are  exaggerated,  but  where  there  is  so  much  smoke  there  must  be  some 
fire. 

At  Chattanooga  I  have  an  old  friend  who  is  a  physician  of  large  experience  and 
conservative  judgment,  and  so  I  wrote  him  for  the  real  facts  in  regard  to  Camp 
Thomas,  and  I  inclose  copy  of  his  reply. 

Dr.  Sims,  for  a  dozen  years  or  more,  has  been  a  member  of  the  State  board  of 
health  of  Tennessee,  and  what  he  says  you  can  rely  upon  as  correct,  and,  as  I 
know  you  want  to  get  at  the  exact  truth,  I  send  to  you  a  copy  of  his  letter. 

He  did  not  mark  it  confidential,  but  I  do  not  care  to  make  it  public,  as  our 
people  are  too  hysterical  already;  but  if  your  committee  want  to  interview  Dr. 
Sims  he  will  prove  an  honest  and  intelligent  witness. 
Very  sincerely,  yours, 

R.  Brinkerhoff. 


CAMP  THOMAS— COMMENTS  BY  DR.  P.  D.  SIMS  ON  THE  LACK  OF  DISCIPLINE  AT 
CHICKAMAUGA,  DEARTH  OF  PROPER  PREPARATION  BY  OFFICERS  IN  COMMAND, 
GENERAL  NEGLECT  AND  IMBECILITY. 

Chattanooga,  September  5,  1898. 
Gen.  R.  Brinkerhoff,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 

My  Dear  General:  Referring  to  your  favor  of  the  1st,  I  have  called  on  Gen- 
eral Boynton;  had  met  him  before,  but  only  in  a  formal  introduction;  have  no 
acquaintance. 

His  published  report  of  conditions  at  Camp  Thomas  is,  I  think,  practically  a 
correct  statement  of  facts.  Chickamauga  Park  seemed  to  me,  and  still  seems,  a 
most  admirable  place  for  the  encampment  of  a  recruiting  army. 

I  have  been  practicing  medicine  in  this  vicinity  for  the  last  forty-two  years.  In 
that  time  I  have  not  known  here  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever. 

Typhoid  fever  is  generally  considered  a  man-made  disease.  Man  creates  the 
conditions  that  develop  and  propagate  the  disease.  This  was  perhaps  never  more 
true  than  in  the  case  at  Camp  Thomas  this  summer.  Somebody  ought  to  be 
responsible  for  these  conditions.  The  locality  and  its  natural  environments  are 
not  responsible,  otherwise  there  would  have  been  sickness  there  before. 

It  was  generally  understood  when  the  camp  was  established  there  in  the  spring, 
or  early  summer,  that  an  army  was  to  be  created.  Raw  material  was  to  be 
brought  from  the  temporary  camps  in  the  various  States,  and  were  molded  into 
an  organized  army — "licked  into  shape,"  as  the  newspapers  said  at  the  time — 
drilled,  disciplined,  and  toughened  ready  for  a  fall  campaign.     A  major-general 
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of  a  third  of  a  century's  experience  in  camp  life  and  discipline  in  peace  and  in 
war  was  intrusted  with  this  work.  The  commander  makes  the  army;  the  com- 
mander makes  the  camp.  "  Like  priest,  like  people."  As  is  the  general  so  is  his 
army. 

Any  man  who  has  known  anything  of  the  formation  and  mobilization  of  an 
army  from  raw  material  knows  that,  with  the  greatest  possible  care,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  men  will  suffer  from  the  various  disease.3  incident  to  early  camp 
life,  such  as  naturally  result  from  changed  methods  of  living  and  from  conta- 
gions which  many  escape  in  childhood  only  to  be  overtaken  later  in  life. 

With  these  facts  patent,  we  would  expect  a  wise  commander  to  look  first  to  the 
location,  construction,  and  constant  policing  of  his  entire  camp  in  such  manner 
as  to  minimize  to  lowest  point  the  amount  of  sickness  in  his  command. 

But  knowing  that  with  his  greatest  care  he  must  have  sick  men  on  his  hands, 
we  would  expect  him  without  delay  to  prepare  suitable  hospitals,  properly 
equipped  for  their  care  and  comfortable  treatment.  A  little  foresight  would  have 
provided  ample  hospital  accommodations  on  eligible  sites  to  care  most  comforta- 
bly for  all  the  sick  before  the  sick  needed  the  care.  A  little  of  the  proper  kind  of 
care  as  to  the  camps,  the  discipline,  and  feeding  of  the  army  would  have  min- 
imized the  need  for  hospital  accommodations. 

All  these  things  seem  to  have  been  much  neglected.  Everything  seems  to  have 
been  at  loose  ends — little  proper  care  in  the  discipline  of  the  men,  in  the  plan 
and  construction  of  the  camp,  or  in  the  general  police  regulations  of  the  same. 
The  whole  camp  abounded  with  open  saloons  under  the  title  of  regimental  '"can- 
teens." At  these,  often  reeking  with  filth,  the  men  were  allowed  to  drink  beer 
ad  libitum.  The  men  would  come  in  from  drill,  or  other  exercise,  hot,  and  stand 
at  these  counters  and  drink  from  one  to  a  half  dozen  large  glasses  of  beer  without 
stopping.  After  pay  days  they  would  swarm  into  Chattanooga  in  large  num. 
bers,  and  get  on  a  general  jamboree. 

I  lived  in  Chattanooga  during  the  whole  four  years  of  the  civil  war.  I  saw  both 
Federal  and  Confederate  armies  from  time  to  time  passing  through  and  encamped 
hereabout.  I  feel  quite  confident  that  I  have  seen  the  present  summer  in  a  single 
day  more  drunkenness  and  general  debauchery  on  the  streets  of  Chattanooga 
among  the  men  from  Camp  Thomas  than  I  saw  during  the  four  years  of  the  civil 
war  from  Federal  and  Confederate  armies  put  together,  for  the  whole  time.  You 
would  pass  them  everywhere  at  all  hours  of  day  or  night  lying  beastly  drunk  on 
the  streets  or  on  the  commons.  I  have  seen  them  in  the  disreputable  parts  of 
town  crowding  the  streets  in  front  of  disreputable  houses  awaiting  their  turn  for 
admittance  like  men  standing  before  polling  booths  on  election  day. 

Can  you  expect  men  under  such  regime  to  be  healthy? 

There  has  probably  been  more  or  less  dereliction  in  all  departments  of  the 
service.  Commanding  officers  have  neglected  proper  care  and  control  of  their 
men  and  their  camps.  The  men  have  taken  such  liberties  as  they  were  allowed, 
as  men  always  do  under  such  circumstances.  Medical  officers  have  become  dis- 
couraged and  disgusted  with  treating,  with  insufficient  means  and  appliances, 
diseases  that  they  knew  might  have  been  avoided  by  proper  care.  And  so  gen- 
eral crimination  and  recrimination  has  resulted. 

The  hospital  and  hospital  accommodations  and  appliances  have  been,  I  think, 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent.  Some  of  the  division  hospitals,  I  think,  have  been 
positively  bad  in  their  appointments  and  in  their  management.  How  much  the 
medical  officers  are  directly  responsible  for  this  I  do  not  know.  I  presume  much 
of  the  criticism  has  been  rather  extravagant;  such  is  generally  the  case  when 
criticism  begins.  Some  of  the  division  hospitals,  I  think,  have  been  as  good-  as 
could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Leiter  Hospital  is  in  a  building  erected  for  a  hotel  and  not  well  adapted  to 
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the  wants  of  a  hospital,  but  it  has  been  put  in  the  best  possible  condition  and 
admirably  managed. 

The  Sternberg  Hospital  is  an  ideal  field  hospital;  on  the  pavilion  plan,  cheaply 
built,  but  meeting  all  the  requirements  of  a  perfect  hospital;  erected  in  two  or 
three  weeks'  time,  just  when  the  camp  was  about  to  be  broken  up.  If  it  had  been 
erected,  and  others  like  it,  when  the  camp  was  first  established  all  this  scandal 
might  have  been  avoided. 

Why  did  not  those  who  established  the  camp  foresee  this?  Somebody  is  respon- 
sible for  much  suffering  and  the  loss  of  many  lives  at  this  place.  The  locality  is 
not  responsible. 

I  have  written  you,  General,  frankly  about  the  matter,  as  things  present  them- 
selves to  my  mind,  not  wishing  to  do  any  man  an  injustice. 

Pardon  the  pencil  scratching  and  hasty  make-up  of  the  letter,  and  believe  me, 
Sincerely,  your  friend, 

P.  D.  Sims. 


BOARD  OF  SURGEONS'   REPORT  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS  CONCERNING   SIXTH 
UNITED  STATES  VOLUNTEERS  AT  CAMP  THOMAS. 

Knoxville,  Tenn.,  September  14,,  1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia. 

General:  The  board  of  medical  officers,  convened  by  Special  Orders,  No.  194, 
par.  40,  c.  s. ,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  August  18, 1898,  for  the 
special  investigation  of  the  origin  and  spread  of  typhoid  fever  in  army  camps, 
begs  to  submit  the  following  recommendations  concerning  the  Sixth  United 
States  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  only  regiment  now  encamped  at  Chickamauga 
Park: 

(/)  Water  supply. — The  men  of  this  regiment,  being  supplied  with  a  presum- 
ably pure  water  from  Mullis  Spring,  should  be  compelled  to  use  this  water  only 
and  no  other  for  any  purpose  whatever.  Every  precaution  should  be  taken  to 
see  that  patrol  parties  should  be  supplied  with  drinking  water  from  this  source 
whenever  absent  from  camp  on  such  duty.  Suitable  bath  houses  should  be 
erected  for  the  use  of  the  men  and  they  should  be  compelled  to  use  this  water  for 
bathing  purposes.  Under  no  circumstances  should  Chickamauga  Creek  water 
or  water  from  any  other  source  than  this  spring  be  used.  If  the  regiment  should 
be  ordered  out  for  a  march,  water  of  Mullis  Spring  in  abundant  quantity  should 
be  carried  along  for  drinking  purposes.  From  an  inspection  of  this  spring  and 
its  immediate  surroundings  made  by  the  board,  we  recommend  that  immediate 
measures  be  taken  to  protect  the  spring  against  surface  drainage.  The  barrels 
used  for  the  purpose  of  storing  drinking  or  cooking  water  should  be  elevated  on 
supports,  furnished  with  stopcocks  for  withdrawing  the  water,  supplied  with  tight 
covers,  and  protected  from  the  sun  by  a  proper  shelter.  They  should  be  frequently 
inspected  and  from  time  to  time  cleansed,  and  their  interiors  exposed  to  the  direct 
sunlight  for  some  hours. 

{2)  Mess  tents  and  kitchens. — No  measures  should  be  omitted  to  prevent  the 
access  of  flies  to  the  food.  The  board  therefore  urgently  recommends  that  both 
kitchens  and  mess  tents  should  be  promptly  and  thoroughly  screened.  All  milk 
consumed  should  be  boiled  and  thereafter  protected  from  flies  by  proper  screens. 
As  an  additional  precaution,  the  cooks  and  attendants  about  kitchens  and  mess 
tents  should  be  compelled  to  thoroughly  and  frequently  wash  their  hands  with 
soap  and  water  every  time  they  go  to  the  kitchen  and  mess  tent  for  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  None  but  authorized  persons  should  be  permitted  to  handle 
the  food  supplies.     Soldiers  should  be  forbidden  eating  any  fruit  or  drinking  any 
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liquid  except  that  furnished  by  the  regiment.     Men  should  be  compelled  to  thor- 
oughly wash  their  hands  before  going  to  meals. 

(3)  Kitchen  garbage. — Suitable  vessels  should  be  provided  for  the  reception  of 
kitchen  garbage.  These  should  be  daily  removed  and  their  contents  buried  or 
burned  at  some  point  distant  from  the  camp.  For  the  garbage  zinc  barrels  with 
proper  covers  are  recommended. 

(4)  Company  sinks. — At  the  time  of  the  inspection  by  the  board  the  sinks  were 
in  foul  condition  ;  exposed  fecal  matter  was  found  in  every  sink.  The  board  can 
not  too  strongly  emphasize  the  necessity  of  each  individual  being  absolutely 
required  to  cover  his  own  excrement  with  dry  earth  before  leaving  the  sink,  and 
this  should  not  be  left  to  men  detailed  for  the  purpose,  as  with  details  fecal  matter 
is  left  exposed  for  hours  to  the  access  of  flies.  The  sinks  should  be  sheltered  and 
ditched,  so  as  to  prevent  the  access  of  surface  water  to  them.  If  the  dry-earth 
closets  should  be  adopted,  a  box  should  be  provided  separately  for  each  hole,  and 
should  be  wide  enough  to  receive  the  urine  and  fecal  matter  without  danger  of 
these  being  deposited  outside  of  or  on  the  exterior  surfaces  of  boxes — as  will  nap- 
pen  with  the  boxes  now  in  use  at  Sternberg  Hospital,  for  instance.  An  abundance 
of  well-dried  and  pulverized  earth  should  be  provided  in  storage,  completely  shel- 
tered from  the  rain.  This  should  be  freely  used  in  the  boxes,  each  man  being 
compelled  to  cover  his  excrement,  as  in  case  of  the  sink.  In  addition  to  the  dry 
earth,  lime  should  be  used  at  least  once  a  day,  besides  always  being  freely  placed 
in  the  boxes  after  emptying  them.  In  order  to  insure  the  execution  of  this  meas- 
ure, if  necessary  a  sentinel  should  be  placed  at  each  sink  or  closet  with  positive 
instructions  for  their  enforcement. 

(5)  Tents.—  All  tents  should  have  a  flooring  raised  at  least  6  inches  above  the 
ground,  and  if  practicable  the  soldiers  should  be  provided  with  cots.  All  bed- 
ding and  blankets  should  be  daily  exposed  to  the  direct  sunlight.  Men  should  be 
compelled  to  remove  their  outer  clothing  at  night.  The  floors  of  all  tents  should 
be  kept  clean. 

(6)  Regimental  hospital. — All  men  with  fever  should  be  immediately  removed 
to  the  hospital.  The  most  thorough  disinfection  of  the  stools  and  urine  of  all 
patients  under  treatment  in  the  hospital  and  of  all  bedclothing  and  personal 
linen  should  be  required  as  a  matter  of  routine.  This  recommendation  should 
apply  not  only  to  all  fever  patients,  but  also  to  all  others.  For  the  purposes  of 
disinfection  a  solution  consisting  of  one  part  of  carbolic  acid  to  thirty  parts  of 
water  should  be  prepared  in  large  quantities  and  stored  in  barrels,  readily  accessi- 
ble, as  the  sole  disinfectant.  A  pint  of  this  should  be  placed  in  each  bedpan  before 
it  receives  the  discharge  from  the  patient.  When  the  bedpan  is  removed,  an  addi- 
tional pint  of  the  solution  should  be  added  and  the  vessel  carried  to  the  sink, 
emptied,  and  afterwards  thoroughly  washed  with  the  same  disinfectant  solution. 
After  each  stool  the  patient's  buttocks  should  be  carefully  cleansed  with  this 
solution.  Whenever  any  fecal  matter  is  spilled  upon  the  floors  or  grounds  the 
spot  should  be  immediately  cleaned  and  disinfected  with  this  solution.  All  soiled 
personal  and  bed  linen  should  be  immediately  removed  and  at  once  immersed  in 
the  same  carbolic  solution  for  at  least  two  hours.  Mattresses,  bed  linen,  and  the 
blankets  should  be  daily  exposed  to  the  direct  sunlight  when  not  in  use.  All  hos- 
pital-tent floors  should  be  scrubbed  daily  with  this  solution.  The  greatest  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  the  disinfection  and  condition  of  the  hospital  sink  in  addi- 
tion to  the  thorough  disinfection  of  all  stools.  Lime  and  dry  earth  should  be 
thrown  into  the  sinks.  The  possibility  of  flies  gaining  access  to  any  fecal  matter 
in  the  sinks  should  be  absolutely  prevented  by  this  means.  Attendants  should 
be  required  to  disinfect  their  hands  after  attending  each  patient  in  each  instance. 
The  recommendations  made  with  reference  to  the  company  mess  tents  and 
kitchens  apply  with  special  force  to  the  hospital  mess  tents  and  kitchen. 
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The  foregoing  apparently  minute  details  concerning  water  supply,  mess  tents, 
and  kitchens,  garbage,  company  sinks,  tentage,  and  hospital  must  be  carried  out 
in  every  particular  if  typhoid  fever,  already  present  in  this  command,  is  to  be 
stamped  out.  We  therefore  recommend  that  each  one  of  these  sanitary  regula- 
tions be  placed  upon  the  status  of  military  discipline,  and  that  an  infraction  of 
any  of  them  be  as  severely  punished  as  any  other  breach  of  discipline.  In  no 
other  way  can  immunity  be  secured  to  this  regiment  of  "immunes." 
Very  respectfully, 

Walter  Reed, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 
Victor  C.  Vaughan, 
Major  and  Division  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

E.  O.  Shakespeare, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


SURG.  J.    C.    MINOR,  FIRST   ARKANSAS   VOLUNTEERS,  REPORT   ON   CONDITIONS   AT 

CAMP  THOMAS. 

Fort  Logan  H.  Roots,  Ark., 
Office  of  Post-Surgeon,  September  SO,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report,  which  is  based  on  notes 
and  observations  made  at  Chickamauga  National  Park  while  on  duty  with  my 
regiment,  the  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  while  on  duty  as  acting 
surgeon,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  and  while  acting  brigade 
surgeon  at  Second  Division  Hospital,  Third  Corps,  in  compliance  with  orders  from 
chief  surgeon  Third  Army  Corps.  The  report  embodies  notes,  observations,  and 
opinions  on  the  camp  site,  water  supply,  sanitation,  diseases  and  causes,  the  sur- 
geons, the  nurses. 

The  camp  site. — Topographically  no  more  ideal  camping  ground  could  be  desired 
for  an  army  than  Chickamauga  National  Park.  The  park  is  vast  in  its  propor- 
tions, abundantly  and  conveniently  supplied  with  water,  well  exposed  to  the  sun. 
precipitously  drained,  and  divided  into  numerous  rolling  areas,  each  in  itself  a 
model  site  for  a  regimental,  brigade,  or  even  divisional  camp.  The  soil  is  not 
entirely  objectionable. 

The  one  serious  objection  found  was  the  fact  that  fully  three-fourths  of  this 
magnificent  camping  territory  was  covered  by  dense  forestry.  This  difference  in 
proportion  of  cleared  ground  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  vast  army  to  sacrifice 
the  privilege  of  having  well-aired  and  dry  sleeping  tents  to  the  drilling  and  train- 
ing at  arms,  for  which  alone  the  open  fields  were  used.  Camping  in  the  woods 
necessitated  the  scraping  and  sweeping  of  camp  areas  of  all  undergrowth  and 
vegetation.  This  garbage  was  removed  to  the  line  of  neighboring  regiments  and 
there  deposited  in  numerous  heaps.  Being  too  green  to  burn,  it  was  allowed  to 
remain  and  ferment.  It  was  not  long  (June  15)  before  the  regiments  from  the 
South— the  First  and  Second  Arkansas  and  the  First  Mississippi — began  to  show 
manifestations  of  remittent  and  intermittent  forms  of  fever.  Later  on  (July  and 
August)  the  Northern  regiments  began  to  succumb  to  malarial  poison,  many 
cases  assuming  a  form  of  typhoid,  and  some  proved  unmistakably  typhoid  fever, 
as  was  shown  by  slides  returned  from  the  Surgeon-General's  Office. 

Reports  went  from  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  headquarters 
as  early  as  June  13,  calling  attention  to  these  heaps  of  decomposing  vegetable 
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matter,  and  Brigadier-General  Compton  took  the  matter  up  with  regimental  com- 
manders, but  the  vegetation  remained  in  the  heaps.  The  First  Arkansas  and 
Ninth  New  York  had  a  common  dumping  ground  of  many  tons  of  these  sweep- 
ings not  50  yards  east  of  the  officers'  line  of  the  First  Arkansas.  The  Fifth  Mis- 
souri and  Grigsby's  Cowboys  dumped  all  such  waste  about  100  yards  west  of  the 
First  Arkansas  and  not  50  yards  from  their  own  regiments.  The  First  Maine 
hauled  all  their  scrapings  to  a  point  in  the  woods  about  100  yards  from  the  Second 
Arkansas,  about  100  yards  from  the  Fifth  Missouri,  about  200  yards  from  the 
Ninth  New  York.  These  garbage  piles  were  not  only  to  be  found  in  these  bri- 
gades, as  mentioned,  but  obtained  almost  throughout  the  park.  The  air  at  night 
in  the  woods  soon  became  loathsome,  while,  to  the  contrary,  it  was  refreshing  in 
the  open  field,  and  no  unpleasant  odors  perceived.  When  investigated  it  was 
found  to  be  impossible  to  find  a  dumping  ground  for  this  garbage  that  would  not 
encroach  upon  another  division  or  interfere  with  the  drill  grounds. 

The  water  supply. — The  supply  was  abundant  and  from  numerous  wells  and 
springs,  where  it  was  at  first  obtained  for  all  purposes.  It  was  hauled  daily  in 
barrels,  of  which  there  was  a  limited  supply.  About  the  10th  of  June  the  hydrant 
water  connections  were  completed,  but  the  water  was  unsatisfactory  on  account 
of  its  turbidity,  and  yet  the  simple  oxidation  test  showed  it  to  contain  less  organic 
matter  than  was  in  the  spring  water  tested.  Boiling  water  was  not  only  found 
to  be  impracticable  on  account  of  the  lack  of  boiling  and  cooling  facilities,  but 
was  objectionable  to  the  men  and  refused  on  account  of  its  flatness  and  the  gen- 
eral inconvenience,  so  the  hydrant  water  was  resorted  to  principally,  though  any 
and  all  water  obtainable  was  used  indiscriminately.  Filtering  by  the  Maignen- 
Berkefeld  plans  was  practically  a  failure,  in  that  there  could  be  no  permanent 
detail  to  be  instructed  in  the  management  of  the  work.  The  hauling  of  water  in 
barrels  was  objectionable  and  dangerous  on  account  of  the  carelessness  with 
which  the  men  obtained  and  transferred  the  water  to  the  barrels.  Often  the 
water  detail  wo  aid  use  filthy  barrels  and  buckets,  and  enlisted  men  have  been 
caught  riding  in  the  barrels  in  order  to  steal  out  of  the  guard  lines.  The  water 
haulers  would  drive  teams  in  the  creeks  at  Crawfish  Springs  and  get  out  in  the 
stream  half  naked,  bathe  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  fill  the  drinking 
barrels. 

Sanitation. — No  trouble  was  experienced  in  soon  obtaining  good  surface  drain- 
age throughout  the  camp  areas.  Difficulty  arose  in  the  disposition  of  the  kitchen 
garbage.  Sinks  were  generally  used,  but  invariably  at  inspection  were  found  to 
be  in  bad  condition,  either  through  disregard  to  instructions  or  by  boing  filled 
with  surface  water  from  heavy  rains.  Battalion  and  officers'  sinks  soon  became 
as  difficult  a  problem.  About  June  10  at  my  recommendation  all  kitchen  garbage 
was  ordered  cremated  and  kitchen  sinks  practically  abandoned.  Corral  refuse 
straw  was  recommended,  and  so  ordered,  to  be  burned  twice  daily  in  all  sinks.  In 
all  regiments  where  this  could  be  done  much  was  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
destroying  flies  and  deodorizing  and  disinfecting.  Unfortunately,  but  few  regi- 
ments kept  it  up.  Lime  was  unobtainable  until  late  in  July.  All  battalion  sinks 
were  placed  100  feet  in  rear  of  kitchen  line.  The  Ninth  New  York  had  sinks 
up  to  June  10  only  10  feet  from  kitchen.  These  were  closed  and  others  dug  100 
feet  away  by  order  of  Colonel  Chandler,  acting  brigade  commander. 

Bathing  facilities  were  not  to  be  had.  Men  bathed  in  open  air  at  hydrants  or 
with  tubs  and  rags  wherever  they  could.  A  recommendation  was  forwarded  from 
the  office  of  the  surgeon  of  the  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry  Regiment,  June 
6,  recommending  that  areas  of  gravel  and  sand  20  by  20  feet  be  placed  at  certain 
hydrants,  to  be  well  drained  and  screened,  so  that  enlisted  men  might  be  permitted 
to  bathe.  The  recommendation  went  forward  and  was  returned  as  far  as  First 
Brigade  headquarters,  where  it  was  lost  in  the  adjutant's  office. 
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Food. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  instances  of  tainted  beef  and  bacon,  noth- 
ing could  be  of  better  quality  or  more  suited  to  army  life  than  the  rations 
furnished. 

Clothing. — The  clothing  furnished  under  Government  contract  was  of  good 
quality  and  was  serviceable;  that  purchased  under  emergency  contract,  with 
especial  reference  to  shoes,  proved  to  be  worthless  and  in  many  instances  a  menace 
to  health. 

Diseases. — From  a  review  of  notes  and  records  of  First  Brigade  section  (Wards 
Nos.  2,  4,  and  6)  of  the  Second  Division  hospital,  Third  Corps,  the  table  accom- 
panying for  one  week,  July  23  to  81,  during  the  height  of  the  sickness  prevailing 
in  the  division,  gives  a  reasonable  idea  of  the  ratio  existing  in  the  disease  encoun- 
tered during  the  summer  campaign.  That  table  shows  that  62.5  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  cases  encountered  for  the  week  were  suffering  with  malarial 
poisoning;  eighteen  per  cent  typhoid  fever,  genuine  or  suspected.  Of  the  28 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  26  were  from  regiments  surrounded  by  huckster  wagons 
and  privileged  with  canteens.  Only  2  cases  occurred  in  the  First  Arkansas,  where 
there  was  no  canteen  and  huckster  wagons  were  forbidden  to  trade.  It  was  also 
notable  that  many  cases  had  quotidian  and  tertian  types  of  intermittent  fever  at 
first  and  later  on  developed  into  typhoid  fever. 

The  cause  of  the  malarial  poisoning,  in  my  opinion,  was  due  to  sleeping  in  mil- 
dewed tents,  which  were  mildewed  on  account  of  location  in  the  forest,  where 
free  circulation  of  sunlight  and  fresh  air  was  prevented  by  the  dense  canopy 
above  and  where  ventilation  for  the  decaying  vegetation  was  almost  impossible. 
The  typhoid-fever  infection  originated  in  separate  foci,  in  this  particular  bri- 
gade probably  from  milk  cans,  interchanging  the  cups  and  glasses  at  huckster 
wagons  and  canteens.  A  general  debility  from  overdrilling  and  drilling  in  the 
hot  sun  during  the  heat  of  the  day  was  undoubtedly  a  predisposing  cause  for  the 
inception  of  these  diseases.  Drilling  four  hours  daily  in  the  sun  and  one  to  two 
hours  fatigue  duty  had  a  marked  debilitating  effect  on  the  men.  Attention  was 
repeatedly  called  to  the  disastrous  result  that  would  follow.  After  several  weeks 
(August)  the  drill  hours  were  changed  to  early  morning  and  late  afternoon. 

Diarrhea  was  prevalent  throughout,  but  was  oftener  a  symptom  of  the  fevers 
than  a  disease  per  se.  The  diarrhea  and  dysentery  that  were  noticed  were  of 
the  acute  forms  generally.  One  case  of  amoebic  dysentery  as  described  by  Osier 
came  to  my  notice.  These  cases  were  undoubtedly  caused  by  excesses  in  beer 
drinking,  badly  cooked  and  badly  selected  food.  The  cooking  was  generally  bad 
and  contributed  no  little  to  the  derangement  of  the  digestive  tract.  Many  of  the 
enlisted  men  preferred  buying  cheap  sardines,  pickles,  cheap  canned  fruit  and 
meat  to  eating  the  Regular  Army  rations,  which  were  notably  the  best  obtainable 
as  issued  to  company  commissary.  Company  commanders  and  cooks  seemed  to 
pay  little  attention  to  instructions  of  regimental  surgeons  as  to  cooking  and  other 
matters  of  personal  hygiene 

Measles  was  a  constant  factor  throughout  the  summer  in  the  Second  Kentucky, 
First  and  Second  Arkansas,  and  First  Mississippi,  causing  during  the  rainy 
weather  serious  and  some  fatal  pulmonary  complications,  subsiding  perceptibly 
on  removal  of  camp  sites.  Frequent  striking  of  tents  and  liming  tent  areas  were 
recommended  by  the  writer  as  a  means  of  thoroughly  sunning  and  disinfecting 
tents  and  areas,  but  recommendation  was  generally  disregarded. 

The  surgeons. — Without  personal  allusion  to  individuals  I  would  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  say  that  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  meet  often  and  become  fairly 
well  acquainted  with  every  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon  in  the  Second  Division, 
Third  Corps,  and  a  more  intellectual  or  capable  aggregation  of  physicians  could 
not  have  been  chosen  for  field  work,  the  majority  of  the  chief  surgeons  possess- 
ing the  mental  and  physical  qualifications  prescribed,  but  apparently  lacking  in 
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the  capability  for  paper  work  and  military  forms.  This  deficiency  in  the  volun- 
teer surgeons  was  often  a  cause  for  delay  in  obtaining  supplies,  delay  in  forward- 
ing reports,  errors  in  reports,  and  often  causing  a  lack  of  respect  among  junior 
officers  for  their  superiors  in  rank  and  office.  The  lack  of  systematic  executive 
ability  caused  much  confusion  in  the  administration  at  the  Second  Division  hos- 
pital. Surgeons  on  ward  duty  were  either  not  required  or  failed  to  make  regular 
morning  reports  of  the  sick  and  wounded  until  Maj.  J.  M.  Jenne  took  charge  of 
the  division  headquarters  and  so  ordered.  Visitors  and  newspaper  reporters  were 
allowed  access  to  the  wards  too  often  unaccompanied  by  surgeon  in  charge,  and 
exaggerated  reports  were  carried  from  mouth  to  mouth  of  the  " atrocious"  treat- 
ment of  patients,  for  which  there  was  little  foundation  other  than  that  the  sick 
man,  who  is  always  a  pitiable  object,  when  allowed  to  tell  his  own  tale  of  woe 
can  rouse  a  morbid  sympathy  in  the  idler  or  the  mischief -making  newsmonger. 
A  chaplain  came  to  me  and  said:  "  Doctor,  there  is  a  man  from  my  regiment  in 
your  ward  who  claims  he  has  had  nothing  to  eat  since  his  arrival."  I  went  with 
the  chaplain  to  see  the  man.  The  man  said:  "  That's  right,  Doctor,  I  have  had 
nothing  to  eat  for  three  days."  The  nurse  stepped  forward,  saying:  "Nothing 
but  milk,  Doctor."  "  Oh,  yes,"  said  the  patient,  "  have  had  milk  every  three  hours." 
And  it  could  be  proven  in  many  instances  that  the  reports  of  so-called  suffering 
for  lack  of  food  and  attention  were  based  on  this  irregular  way  of  admitting  any- 
body and  everybody  to  the  wards  without  someone  really  interested  in  the  cases 
accompanying  him.  I  do  not  say  that  there  was  no  suffering  or  lack  of  proper 
care  and  supplies  at  this  division  hospital,  for  at  the  time  when  the  men,  after  the 
exhausting  and  unnecessarily  protracted  drills  imposed  upon  them  for  four  and 
five  hours  daily  during  the  heated  term,  began  to  fall  sick  with  malarial  fever, 
diarrhea,  measles,  etc.,  by  the  fifties  and  hundreds  from  each  regiment,  the 
wards  in  the  hospitals  could  not  be  enlarged  fast  enough  to  accommodate  them. 
The  number  of  nurses  was  as  insufficient  as  they  were  incapable.  The  number 
of  surgeons  was  as  inadequate  as  their  efforts  were  heroic  and  untiring,  and  there 
were  instances  where  neglect  was  apparent,  though  really  unavoidable. 

By  a  combination  of  possibly  unavoidable  errors — namely,  locating  the  camps 
in  a  doomed  malarial  forest,  drilling  the  men  injudiciously,  and  supplying  stupid 
nurses  to  care  for  the  sick— a  division  hospital  well  equipped  for  the  care  of  150 
patients  became  a  confused  haven  for  an  influx  of  patients  that  would  have  put 
every  wheel  of  a  general  hospital  on  the  strain;  and  yet,  with  all  the  shortcom- 
ings, with  all  the  so-called  "atrocities"  perpetrated,  with  the  meager  surgical 
aid,  the  stupidity  of  the  nurses  and  lack  of  supplies,  the  Second  Division  hospital, 
which  opened  June  10  and  received  and  treated  2,462  patients  up  to  September  3, 
can  boast  of  the  unusual  mortality  of  1.3  per  cent. 

Nurses.— Many  regiments  entered  the  camp  with  an  equipped  hospital  corps  for 
regimental  hospital  work.  A  few  regiments  had  corps  drilled  in  the  use  of  the 
litter  and  partially  instructed  in  first-aid  dressings  and  nursing.  When  called 
to  the  divisional  hospital  and  ambulance  company  they  were  assigned  to  duties 
without  regard  to  their  partial  training.  Good  clerical  men  were  made  office 
orderlies,  good  nurses  were  made  drivers,  and  hostlers  were  made  nurses.  This 
obtained  in  a  number  of  instances.  After  the  sick  began  to  fill  the  division  hos- 
pital (which  was  before  the  hospital  was  really  equipped,  June  10)  more  or  less 
confusion  reigned  in  the  corps.  There  was  little  or  no  time  for  military  disci- 
pline, aside  from  calling  the  roll  and  assigning  details  and  holding  Saturday 
inspections.  No  drills,  no  instructions  as  to  nursing  or  care  of  sick  and  wounded, 
and  no  ward  instruction.  Those  of  the  corps  who  had  an  insight  into  hospital 
discipline  became  negligent  and  uninterested.  When  the  call  came  for  about  3 
per  cent  of  each  regiment  to  be  selected  for  a  supplement  to  the  hospital  corps 
and  ambulance  company,  under  instructions  from  the  chief  surgeon,  Third  Corps, 
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regimental  surgeons  called  for  the  muster  rolls  and  selected  as  nearly  as  possible 
men  in  accord  with  the  instructions,  namely:  About  one-third  who  were  some- 
what qualified  to  care  for  the  sick,  pharmacists,  students  of  medicine,  and  others; 
the  other  two-thirds  intelligent  men  of  trades  or  professions.  The  men  selected 
proved  in  a  majority  of  instances  to  the  company  and  regimental  commanders  to 
be  among  their  best  enlisted  men,  and  they  immediately  began  to  select  the  worst 
men  they  could  find  to  substitute  for  those  selected  by  the  surgeons;  some,  in 
fact  many,  of  the  regimental  surgeons  acquiescing  in  this  unfortunate  substitution. 
The  result  was  an  aggregation  of  stupidity  to  assist  in  the  preservation  of  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Army.  After  much  patience  and  endurance  on  the  part  of 
the  ward  surgeons  in  the  divisional  hospital  some  few  of  these  nurses  learned  to 
read  a  thermometer,  and  but  few  more  learned  which  end  of  the  thermometer 
to  place  in  the  mouth  of  the  patient. 

The  preceding  report  is  forwarded  out  of  respect  to  the  honor  accorded  me  in 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Volunteer  Service  under 
the  respected  supervision  of  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Minor, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  2,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  Board  to  Investigate  the  War  Department. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Maj.  R. 
Stansbury  Sutton,  major  and  chief  surgeon,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  to 
request  that  it  may  be  read  to  the  Commission,  but  not  made  public. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 


A  STORY  OF  CHICKAMAUGA,  BY  R.  STANSBURY  SUTTON,  MAJOR  AND  CHIEF  SURGEON, 
UNITED  STATES  VOLUNTEERS,  COMMANDING  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIRST  ARMY 
CORPS,  HOSPITAL. 

My  apology  for  intruding  upon  the  columns  of  the  Journal  is  multiple.  1  am 
a  veteran  of  the  civil  war,  and  I  did  duty  upon  the  battlefield  of  Chickamauga, 
upon  which  I  have  been  again  on  duty  since  the  7th  day  of  July.  My  knowledge 
of  hospitals  is  of  long  duration  and  extends  to  the  hospitals  of  Europe  as  well  as 
those  of  our  own  country.  Moreover,  while  the  hospital  under  my  command 
needs  no  defense  for  its  efficiency  under  my  own  administration,  I  feel  that  my 
colleagues  in  the  Army  and  in  other  hospitals  have  been  most  unrighteously 
abused,  from  the  Surgeon-General  at  Washington  to  the  humblest  lieutenant  serv- 
ing as  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  regiments.  In  this  defense  of  a  noble  profes- 
sion I  do  not  excuse  dereliction  of  duty  or  stupidity  in  any  medical  officer. 
Occasionally  a  medical  officer  is  found  who  is  incompetent,  not  always  because  of 
want  of  medical  knowledge,  but  by  reason  of  his  disposition,  which  disqualifies 
him  for  his  position.  Such  men  are  in  the  Army,  but  they  are  few.  Let  me  pho- 
tograph for  you  the  pictures  in  my  mind  as  they  were  registered.  On  July  6  I 
reached  Chattanooga  at  8.30  p.  m.  My  hotel  for  the  night  was  the  Read  House. 
At  5  a.  m.  of  the  7th  I  arose  and  put  my  head  out  of  the  window  and  counted  12 
soldiers  lying  drunk  in  the  street.  At  the  Central  Depot  a  few  hours  later,  wait- 
ing for  a  train  to  Lytle,  where  I  must  report  for  duty,  I  observed  soldiers  drunk 


CAMP    THOMAS,    CHICKAMAUGA    PARK,    GEORGIA.  263 

and  in  the  company  of  prostitutes.  A  police  officer  at  the  depot,  of  whom  I 
made  many  inquiries  suggested  by  my  knowledge  of  Chattanooga  at  the  time  of 
the  civil  war,  told  me  that  the  town  was  full  of  drunken  soldiers  and  prostitutes, 
the  latter  numbering  many  hundred,  of  all  shades  of  color  and  damnation.  A 
railroad  ride  of  an  hour  between  Missionary  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain  south- 
ward and  the  station  of  "  Lytle  "  or  "  Battlefield  "  was  reached. 

Wooden  sheds  surrounded  a  space  opposite  the  depot,  forming  an  aggregation 
of  restaurants,  fruit  and  nut  vendors,  variety  shows,  and  houses  of  prostitution. 
An  hour  later  I  reported  for  duty  and  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of  Brigadier- 
General  Rosser,  of  Confederate  army  fame. 

In  the  afternoon  I  returned  to  Chattanooga,  and  slept  that  night  in  the  South- 
ern Hotel.  At  5.30  next  morning  I  counted  from  the  window  of  my  room  17  sol- 
diers lying  drunk  in  the  street.  Hundreds  of  others  lay  about  the  town  in  the 
same  condition.  Who  was  responsible  for  this?  I  ask  the  honest  reader  if  the 
sickness  in  the  Army  springing  from  drunkenness  and  prostitution  was  due 
to  the  carelessness  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Army?  This  loose  military  and 
civil  government  had  been  prevailing  for  weeks  and  the  army  was  suffering 
from  dissipation  and  prostitution.  Not  less  than  5  per  cent  of  the  army  of 
about  50,000  men  were  incapacitated  for  their  full  duties  by  syphilis  or  gonor- 
rhea, or  both.  They  flocked  into  the  sick  calls,  the  quarters  were  besprinkled 
with  them,  and  they  furnished  fully  80  per  cent  of  the  surgical  patients  of  the 
field  hospitals.  How  did  they  conduct  themselves  there?  Their  appetites  were 
not  impaired,  they  craved  full  diet,  and  because  they  were  in  the  hospital  wanted 
all  the  delicacies  provided  for  sick  men,  who  could  eat  but  little  and  drink  soup 
and  milk.  They  resented  their  grievances  by  writing  letters  to  newspapers, 
abusing  the  hospitals  and  the  doctors.  An  anxious  mother  from  the  far  North, 
becoming  alarmed,  came  down  to  Chickamauga.  She  had  read  these  letters.  Her 
own  son  had  written  her  his  views  and  told  of  the  horrors  of  the  army  hospital. 
Upon  her  arrival  she  poured  out  her  seven  vials  upon  the  hospital  and  the  staff, 
and  then  demanded  that  she  be  conducted  to  her  "  darling  boy. "  The  surgeon 
addressed,  by  this  time  a  little  warm  under  the  collar,  said:  "  Your  son  is  out  in 
the  woods  under  the  trees.  He  is  doing  very  well,  but  he  has  had  a  very  bad 
attack  of  gonorrhea."  "  What's  that?  "  she  snapped  out.  "  Clap,  madam,  if  you 
please."  Many  examples  of  the  outrageous  behavior  of  this  class  of  patients 
might  be  given.  But  the  subject  will  not  bear  investigation  in  the  daily  press, 
notwitstanding  its  libelous  and  criminal  attacks  upon  the  hospitals  and  their  med- 
ical staffs.  Can  you  accuse  the  doctors  for  not  preventing  this?  You  can  not  do 
it.  The  civil  authorities  of  Chattanooga,  to  their  eternal  disgrace,  are  largely 
responsible  for  this  matter.  They  bowed  down  before  the  brazen  image  of  cupid- 
ity and  resolved  to  do  nothing  that  would  stay  the  draft  upon  a  soldier's  pocket 
in  their  morally  rotten  corporation. 

On  July  8  I  took  the  position  of  brigade  surgeon  on  General  Rosser's  staff.  1 
remained  on  this  staff  as  brigade  surgeon  until  August  1 .  General  Rosser  is  a 
man  who  has  been  educated  in  the  art  of  war,  from  West  Point  through  all  the 
wars  of  the  last  and  present  generation.  He  is  kind  and  resolute,  companionable, 
and  pure  in  his  daily  conduct,  indefatigable  in  the  pursuit  of  his  duties  despite 
poor  health.  Not  a  drop  of  spirituous  liquors  of  any  kind  was  ever  seen  at  his 
headquarters,  and,  as  we  stood  about  our  mess  table  with  its  plain  and  simple 
food,  frequently  in  the  rain  without  cover,  General  Rosser,  with  all  heads  uncov- 
ered, never  failed  to  invoke  the  blessing  of  God  upon  that  table  and  its  partici- 
pants. But  General  Rosser,  like  all  old  generals  of  the  Army,  was  physically 
impaired.  Their  livers  are  bad,  their  digestive  organs  generally  are  permanently 
deranged,  and  the  dynamo  in  every  one  of  them  has  begun  to  fail. 

General  Rosser  broke  down  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Virginia,  and  General 
Poland,  division  commander,  died.     Other  old  generals  whom  I  saw  had  seen  their 
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best  days,  and  all  together  would  have  formed  a  magnificent  advisory  board,  but 
their  places  in  the  field  should  have  been  filled  by  younger  men.  Surely  the  med- 
ical profession  of  the  Army  was  not  responsible  for  this. 

Within  a  week  after  I  joined  General  Rosser's  staff  I  was  struck  with  the  differ- 
ence in  the  morning  sick  reports  of  the  different  regiments  forming  the  brigade. 
It  stood  in  the  relation  of  1,2,  3.  Why  was  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment 
first,  the  Fourteenth  Minnesota  second,  and  the  Second  Ohio  third,  or  10,  20,  30 
sick?  The  camp  was  the  finest  I  had  ever  seen;  the  food  was  good  and  abundant. 
The  weather  was  then  fine;  later  it  became  atrocious.  The  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment was  an  old  National  Guard  regiment.  Their  officers  and  men  were  city  bred, 
and  before  entering  the  service  they  had  culled  out  of  the  regiment  every  man  and 
officer  of  doubtful  health.  They  slept  in  the  company  streets  when  they  were  dry 
and  kept  their  camp  like  a  pin.  The  Fourteenth  Minnesota  physically  were  appar- 
ently in  advance  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiment,  but  they  were  largely  country 
bred,  slept  in  their  tents,  three  and  four  to  the  tent.  The  tents  were  not  venti- 
lated by  window  slots  at  either  end  of  the  ridge  pole,  and  they  usually  dropped 
the  flies  at  the  entrance.  The  Second  Ohio  stood  below  both  in  health  record.  A 
hollow  in  the  land  stretched  through  the  camp.  The  First  Pennsylvania  and 
Fourteenth  Minnesota  were  at  its  head,  the  Second  Ohio  at  the  foot.  Later  they 
got  the  wash  from  the  rains,  and  in  spite  of  magnificent  efforts,  like  the  other  two 
regiments,  concluded  to  move.  This  brigade,  officers  and  men,  numbered  about 
3,600  men,  with  but  one  medical  officer  to  a  regiment.  The  colonels,  Good,  Van 
Duzee,  and  Kertz,  were  able  men,  ever  vigilant,  kind,  and  devoted  to  their  duties, 
and  I  consider  it  a  great  privilege  and  honor  to  add  them  to  the  list  of  my  many 
army  friends.  A  regiment  of  troops  in  the  field  are  too  much  for  a  single  medical 
officer.  Each  regiment  was  originally  provided  with  three,  but  two  out  of  each 
regiment  were  detailed  to  other  duties.  At  the  field  hospital  these  detailed  sur- 
geons were  busy,  hard-working  men.  But  many  of  them  were  detailed  to  the 
ambulance  corps,  where  they  did  nothing  but  play  poker,  crack  jokes,  and  watch 
the  mules  switch  off  flies,  or  sometimes  do  other  amusing  things  such  as  mules 
will  do. 

I  sent  a  remonstrance  through  military  channels  to  corps  headquarters,  setting 
forth  my  complaint,  and  asked  that  the  medical  officers  of  the  brigade  at  the 
ambulance  station  be  sent  back  to  their  regiments.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Huide- 
koper,  the  corps  surgeon,  refused  to  return  my  medical  officers.  The  division 
surgeon  interfered  and  got  one  of  them  back — Lieutenant  Dorsey,  of  the  Four- 
teenth Minnesota. 

I  will  digress  here  to  speak  of  the  physical  character  of  the  soldiers  of  the  entire 
division  (13,000  men).  Serving  as  a  member  of  the  discharge  board,  I  was  almost 
daily  examining  soldiers  for  discharge  from  the  army.  Among  these  I  found  no 
end  of  hernias,  many  of  them  existing  at  time  of  enlistment.  One  man  had 
inguinal  hernia  and  club  foot.  Many  had  severe  astigmatism.  Some  were  deaf, 
and  scores  of  them  had  constitutional  syphilis,  and  many  had  tuberculosis.  A 
great  many  had  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  and  a  host  had  bad  feet  or  bad  teeth. 
How  could  a  lot  of  physically  bad  men  fail  to  make  a  large  sick  list?  Were  the 
doctors  responsible  for  this?  The  medical  men  who  passed  these  men  into  the 
service  certainly  were,  but  they  got  only  40  cents  per  caput  for  examining  these 
men  as  recruits.  They  had  an  excuse  for  poor  work.  It  was  the  same  as  that 
attributed  to  Mark  Twain  when  a  pilot  on  the  Mississippi  River.  He  was 
upbraided  by  the  captain,  to  whom  he  replied  that  he  thought  he  was  "pilothr 
very  well  for  $12  a  month." 

On  August  1  I  was  detached  by  higher  authority  and  put  in  command  of  the 
Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  field  hospital  of  263  beds.  At  the  hospital  I 
found  162  patients,  6  medical  officers,  1  lieutenant,  a  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  39  out  of  96  men  who  should  have  composed  the  hospital  corps.     Out  of  these 
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39  I  was  to  find  kitchen  men,  laborers,  guards,  clerks,  and  nurses.  Of  the  num- 
ber on  hand  some  were  physically  ill  suited  or  actually  ill.  Six  noble  doctors  were 
on  duty,  3  majors,  Charlton,  Bagerly,  and  Myers,  Captain  Dutton,  Lieutenants 
Little  and  Nesbit  taking  all  the  three  watches  of  eight  hours  each  and  162 
patients.  I  was  cut  down  to  depend  upon  12  or  14  nurses  for  day  and  night  duty. 
These  were  soldiers  with  only  accidental  experience,  and  but  little  of  that  in  civil 
life.  Seventeen  sick  soldiers  lay  upon  the  ground.  There  was  poor  preparation 
of  food;  a  limited  supply  of  proper  food  for  the  very  sick. 

Major  Charlton,  whom  I  relieved,  was  ill.  The  fault  in  this  instance  was  two- 
fold. The  division  surgeon  and  the  purveyors  of  lumber,  cots,  etc.,  were  to 
blame.  I  soon,  but  after  much  perplexity,  got  over  the  difficulties,  and  the  hos- 
pital flourished.  Typhoid  fever,  next  to  venereal  disease,  has  been  the  scourge 
of  the  army  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas.  What  was  its  origin?  Why  its 
prevalence? 

Let  us  take  a  side  view  of  the  subject.  The  typhoid  bacillus  is  a  specific  germ. 
If  introduced  into  the  intestines  of  man  it  produces  a  train  of  symptoms  known 
as  typhoid  fever.  Now,  was  it  in  the  water  or  was  it  in  the  food?  Suppose  for 
a  moment  that  it  was  not  in  either  the  water  supply  or  army  rations,  how  did  it 
reach  the  soldiers?  It  is  a  fact  that  typhoid  fever  was  prevailing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Chickamauga  Park  before  the  army  camped  there.  It  is  also  stated  that 
it  developed  in  the  first  regiments  who  camped  in  the  park.  The  people  in  the 
neighborhood  sold  milk  and  farm  products  to  the  soldiers,  and  if  they  had  typhoid 
fever,  as  it  is  known  they  had,  they  likely  conveyed  the  typhoid  germs  in  their 
milk  cans,  and  probably  in  their  fruit.  They  watered  their  milk  probably  with 
infected  well  water  and  handled  their  sick  and  their  fruit.  Typhoid  fever  was 
not  epidemic  at  Camp  Thomas,  and  its  spread  was  not,  until  within  two  weeks, 
rapid.  It  was  spread  from  detached  foci  of  infection  and  not  from  one  focus.  I 
am  convinced,  after  no  little  investigation,  that  the  water  supply  from  natural 
springs  and  the  pipe  line  at  Chickamauga  was  good  and  did  not  contain  the 
typhoid  germ.  It  was  not  in  the  army  rations.  I  believe  that  it  was  first  intro- 
duced by  the  hucksters;  that  troops  arriving  brought  soldiers  infected  at  home  or 
in  other  camps,  and  that  it  spread  from  one  to  another  in  other  ways  than  through 
the  pipe  line  or  commissary  department.  But  were  the  doctors  responsible  for  its 
introduction?  Not  at  all.  Were  they  responsible  for  its  expansion?  They  fought 
it  as  well  probably  as  they  could  in  army  life  and  under  the  difficulties  attending 
camp  practice.  In  the  hospital  which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  out  of  more 
than  900  patients  we  had  14  deaths  from  all  causes,  probably  8  from  typhoid 
fever.  The  mortality  in  the  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  was  certainly 
not  excessive. 

The  Red  Cross  Society,  the  National  Relief  Association,  and  the  United  States 
Government  provided  more  than  enough.  The  combination  was  lavish.  Some 
things  I  would  liked  to  have  had  more  of.  Wine,  brandy,  and  whisky  were  short- 
ages, but  of  everything  else  to  eat  and  to  wear  in  a  sick  bed  I  had  in  abundance. 
On  the  26th  of  August  I  turned  over  a  surplus  of  nearly  half  a  ton  of  materials  to 
the  Red  Cross  Society.  My  work  was  done  at  Camp  Thomas,  and  the  day  follow- 
ing we  moved  to  Knoxville.  As  I  left  Camp  Thomas  I  received  a  check  from  the 
Red  Cross  Society  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  for  $500. 

The  hospitals  and  camps  have  been  full  of  blooming  liars,  who  have  filled  the 
newspapers  with  the  most  alarming  stories  of  cruelty  and  neglect.  And  for  the 
sake  of  justice  they  must  be  met  and  denied.  Cots  and  lumber  were  hard  to  get 
about  August  10.  I  don't  know  why  men  were  lying  on  the  ground  and  on  the 
stretchers,  but  we  broke  the  blockade  and  soon  got  all  we  needed  of  both. 

At  Camp  Thomas  or  Chickamauga  Park  the  Sternberg  Hospital  is  now  open. 
It  is  designed  with  the  expectancy  of  reaching  1 ,000  beds.  It  is  a  field  hospital. 
The  quarters  are  the  army  hospital  tents  and  wooden  barracks.    The  beds  are 
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iron,  mattresses  hair,  mosquito  canopies  over  all,  and  trained  female  nurses  are 
in  attendance.  The  world  has  never  seen  such  a  field  hospital.  Hundreds  of 
soldiers  will  there  find  more  luxury  than  they  ever  knew  at  home,  yet  the  day 
when  the  public  press  will  put  the  Sternberg  Hospital  in  the  crucible  will  likely 
arrive. 

Let  the  noble  fathers  and  mothers  of  this  nation  know  that  the  medical  profes- 
sion have  been  as  devoted  to  their  sons  on  the  historic  field  of  Chickamauga  in 
this  war  as  were  our  colleagues  to  the  nation's  sons  during  the  civil  war.  It  has 
been  God's  mercy  in  prolonging  my  good  health  and  love  of  country  and  giving 
me  the  ability  to  say  that  I  witnessed  the  devotion  to  duty  of  the  surgeons  in  the 
civil  war  and  in  this  war  upon  the  same  field  of  Chickamauga.  The  soldiers  of 
this  war  have  had  their  trials,  but  I  can  call  upon  my  comrades  of  the  civil  war 
who  are  out  again  now  to  say  whether  the  following  assertion  is  true  or  not. 

The  soldiers,  sick  and  well,  at  Chickamauga  Park  have  had  a  picnic  as  compared 
with  the  soldiers  there  in  1863  and  1864. 

The  park  is  infected  now  and  will  be  rapidly  abandoned,  as  it  should  be.  The 
sink  problem  has  been  mentioned  by  the  newspapers.  It  is  a  very  difficult  one  to 
discuss.  The  problem,  in  ordinary  soil,  with  plenty  of  help  and  good  tools,  is  easy 
enough.  But  in  Chickamauga  Park  conditions  of  soil  prevail  which  make  it 
very  difficult  to  construct  a  sink  with  ordinary  labor  and  tools.  The  soil  is  tough 
clay  deposited  in  a  bed  of  rocks  of  all  shapes  and  sizes.  The  clay  stratum  is  deep. 
It  is  possessed  of  poor  absorbing  qualities  and  if  the  rain  fills  the  sink  with  water 
it  holds  it  like  a  barrel.  To  get  a  sink  a  few  feet  deep  is  of  little  consequence. 
It  is  necessary  that  the  depth  of  the  sink  be  12  feet,  and,  for  working  space,  it  is 
therefore  necessary  that  they  be  5  feet  in  width  and  12  feet  long.  Such  a  sink 
requires  many  reliefs  of  labor.  After  completion  it  must  be  surfaced  ditched; 
when  to  this  you  add  the  ditching  of  nearly  three  acres  of  ground  for  a  hospital 
site,  one  may  gain  some  idea  of  soldiering. 

To  the  regimental  commanders  of  the  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps,  I 
return  many  thanks  for  the  large  details  of  men  to  aid  me  in  putting  the  grounds 
of  the  hospital  in  good  hygienic  condition.  When  I  left  the  hospital  site  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  of  August,  the  entire  plant  having  been  delivered  for  ship- 
ment at  Rossville,  the  grounds  were  ready  for  a  picnic,  not  a  shred  of  anything 
being  left  unburned,  not  a  sink  being  left  otherwise  than  in  a  perfect  state  of 
innocuousness,  all  being  filled,  and  banked  with  lime  and  earth.  If  your  readers 
have  had  some  of  the  deceptions  removed  from  their  minds  and  will  kindly 
turn  their  wrath  from  the  medical  officers  of  the  army,  I  will  be  well  repaid  for 
the  time  spent  upon  this  communication. 


A  STORY  OF  CHICKAMAUGA  (PART  II);  BY  R.  STANSBURY  SUTTON,  M.  D.,  MAJOR 
AND  CHIEF  SURGEON,  UNITED  STATES  VOLUNTEERS,  COMMANDING  SECOND 
DIVISION,  FIRST  ARMY  CORPS,  HOSPITAL  AT  CHICKAMAUGA. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  at  Chickamauga  Park.  You  would  not 
expect  to  put  60,000  men  in  a  camp  7  miles  square  and  keep  them  there  all  sum- 
mer without  sickness.  Furthermore,  a  large  number — the  great  majority — were 
from  northern  climates,  and  not  only  had  they  that  to  contend  with,  but  their 
entire  mode  of  living  had  been  changed,  and  they  were  necessarily  subjected  to 
daily  drill  of  about  five  hours,  required  to  educate  them  to  be  soldiers.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  they  had  their  camp  duties  to  perform  and  their  own  necessities  to 
look  after,  and  it  was  but  natural  that  some  of  them  should  become  ill.  Volun- 
teer soldiers,  without  experience  in  camp  life,  great  numbers  of  whom  at  home 
were  unaccustomed  to  hard  work  and  plain  food,  would  naturally  suffer  some 
inconvenience.  In  every  army  there  is  an  element  which,  if  not  restrained,  will 
abuse  themselves  by  drunkenness,  vice,  and  immorality,  and  this  army  has  been 
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no  exception  to  other  armies.  There  was  considerable  suffering  by  reason  of 
these  things.  In  this  respect,  however,  at  Knoxville,  there  has  been  a  marked 
improvement.  This  element  is  being  held  down  by  a  strong  provost  guard. 
Before  our  army  entered  Chickamauga  Park — and  75,000  troops  have  been  there — 
typhoid  fever  was  prevailing,  as  stated,  among  the  farmers  living  on  the  edge  of 
this  park.  They  supplied  the  camp,  to  the  extent  of  their  salable  articles,  with 
milk  and  general  farm  products,  and  it  is  entirely  probable  that  they  intro- 
duced the  infection.  In  time  the  camp  became  reinfected  through  the  sinks  and 
careless  use  of  the  grounds  by  soldiers.  When  the  rains  set  in  about  July  17,  the 
surface  infection  was  washed  into  the  creeks  and  streams,  the  soldiers  resorted  to 
the  swollen  streams  for  bathing  and  washing  purposes,  and  this  was  doubtless 
another  cause  of  the  spreading  of  the  disease.  The  flies  were  in  the  camp  by 
myriads,  and  they  carried  on  their  wings,  legs,  and  bodies  the  typhoid  germs,  from 
the  sinks  and  elsewhere,  over  the  camp,  infecting  the  food  and  drink  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent.  Another  source  of  infection  was  doubtless  cases  of  typhoid  im- 
ported by  regiments  coming  from  other  places,  but  the  disease  did  not  assume 
alarming  proportions  until  about  August  10,  after  the  rains  had  ceased.  The 
water  supply  has  been,  by  the  public  press,  credited  with  a  great  deal  of  the  dis- 
ease in  Chickamauga  Park.  This  supply  was  from  four  sources.  The  springs 
outside  of  the  park,  from  which  the  water  was  hauled  by  mule  teams,  were,  I 
believe,  sources  of  pure  water,  and  from  one  of  these  I  supplied  the  hospital,  in 
which  our  mortality  was  14  out  of  984  patients.  The  second  supply  was  by  pipe 
line  from  Crawfish  Spring.  In  regard  to  the  purity  of  this  water  there  has  been 
a  dispute.  The  influent  pipe  was,  until  August  6,  at  least  a  mile  below  the 
spring,  but  after  that  date  was  carried  up  the  river  to  a  point  near  the  spring;  but 
after  digesting  all  the  causes  of  typhoid  in  the  camp  I  am  disposed  to  give  cre- 
dence to  those  who  have  pronounced  this  water  to  have  been  pure.  The  third 
source  was  from  drilled  wells.  Into  them  was  dropped  a  tube  with  a  pump 
attached,  and  the  surface  water  reached  and  polluted  that  water,  and  it  was 
impure.  For  a  time  some  troops  got  water  from  these  wells,  but  they  were  shut 
off  by  order  of  S.  H.  Hysell,  division  surgeon-major.  The  form  of  typoid  fever 
prevailing  was  not  always  of  a  severe  type.  Hundreds  of  these  cases  were  called 
cases  of  malarial  poisoning.  They  went  about  in  camp,  unfitted  for  duty,  grow- 
ing thin  and  pale,  and  eventually  went  to  bed,  or,  beginning  to  convalesce,  got 
well,  uncertain  as  to  whether  they  had  malarial  fever  or  typhoid.  Outside  of 
typhoid  fever  and  the  results  of  indiscretion  the  troops  were  comparatively 
healthy,  and  cases  of  ordinary  sickness  did  not  exceed  a  reasonable  expectancy  in 
camp  life. 

The  medical  staff  of  the  army  at  Chickamauga  were  men  of  more  than  average 
ability,  and  I  have  never  before  seen  a  more  enthusiastic  devotion  to  duty  than 
was  evinced  by  them.  As  commanding  officer  of  the  Second  Division  hospital  I 
had  7  commissioned  officers.  Six  of  these  were  medical  directors.  Maj.  H.  B. 
Bagley,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  had  charge  of  the  surgical  department,  with  Cap- 
tain Dutton,  of  Minneapolis,  as  his  colleague.  Maj.  P.  J.  Myers,  of  Fostoria, 
Ohio,  had  charge  of  one-half  of  the  medical  wards,  with  Lieutenant  Little,  of 
Macon,  Ga.,  for  his  colleague.  Major  Charlton,  of  Indianapolis,  with  Lieutenant 
Nesbitt,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  had  charge  of  the  other  half.  The  devotion  of 
these  men  to  their  respective  duties  is  best  told  in  the  statement  that  of  984 
patients  on  the  hospital  register  but  14  died.  The  hospital  averaged  about  225 
patients,  and  occupied  within  its  site  for  all  tentage  about  3  acres  of  ground.  The 
hospital  corps  after  August  20  consisted  of  about  105  men.  Prior  to  this  date 
it  was  as  low  as  39  members.  From  this  corps,  nurses,  cooks,  clerks,  guards, 
men  for  general  utility  work,  keeping  grounds  clean,  hauling  water  with  mule 
teams,  etc. ,  were  furnished.  Lieutenant  Cary,  seventh  officer,  from  Duluth,  Minn. , 
had  charge  of  the  commissary  department,  and  proved  to  be  an  able  officer.    The 
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rations  furnished  by  the  Government  were  of  good  quality  and  abundant.  In 
addition  a  liberal  supply  of  fresh  meats  was  furnished  daily.  We  had  three 
kitchens  running  constantly  with  men  cooks,  as  there  was  not  a  woman  helper 
on  the  plant.  The  Red  Cross  Society,  the  National  Relief  Society,  the  Army  and 
Navy  League  of  Cincinnati,  and  also  the  auxiliary  Red  Cross  of  Pittsburg,  fur- 
nished me  with  large  quantities  of  supplies,  well  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  sick. 
The  latter  were  well  supplied  with  pajamas,  nightshirts,  slippers,  towels,  soap, 
jellies,  and  jams.  There  are  many  things  in  the  way  of  new  drugs  which  the 
Government  does  not  furnish,  and  the  division  hospitals  and  general  hospitals 
receive  almost  the  entire  attention  of  the  societies  mentioned.  The  regimental 
hospitals  were  left  almost  entirely  without  any  of  these  things  for  their  sick, 
whom  they  were  expected  to  send  into  the  division  hospital  promptly,  but  the 
latter  was  often  so  full  that  they  could  not  receive  them  as  rapidly  as  was 
expected,  and  consequently  for  this  and  other  reasons  there  were  at  all  times  sick 
in  the  regimental  hospitals.  The  Pittsburg  Red  Cross  sent  me  $500  in  cash,  which 
I  distributed  largely  among  the  chaplains  of  the  various  regiments,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  milk,  butter,  poultry,  and  unfurnished  drugs  for  the  use  of  the  sick 
detained  in  the  regimental  hospitals. 

When  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  Government,  in  a  remark- 
ably short  time,  aggregated  an  enormous  army  of  inexperienced  and  undisci- 
plined soldiers,  and  undertook  its  maintenance  and  its  detailed  care,  any 
unprejudiced  observer,  with  any  prior  army  experience,  must  arrive  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Government  has  done  well.  There  were  times  when  the  supplies 
of  lumber  for  tent  floors  and  cots  were  difficult  to  procure  quickly,  and  unless  an 
emergency  had  existed  requiring  their  immediate  use  the  delay  would  not  have 
been  serious.  Moreover,  it  is  possible  that  some  delay  may  have  occurred  in  the 
delivery  of  these  things  from  other  causes  than  a  scarcity  of  the  articles.  When 
you  compare  the  condition  of  the  soldiers  in  Chickamauga  Park  in  1898  and  1863 
and  1864,  you  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  soldiers  of  1898  had  the  best 
of  it. 

Before  I  went  into  the  service  I  wrote  to  Senator  Quay  saying  that  the  troops 
ought  to  be  located  and  prepared  for  service  in  Northern  camps,  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  change  that  opinion.  It  has  been  stated  that  our  Northern  troops  would 
naturally  suffer  more  in  a  Southern  climate  in  camp  life  than  Southern  troops 
would,  but  the  First  Georgia  Volunteer  Infantry  was  a  part  of  the  Second  Division 
and  I  received  their  sick  at  the  division  hospital.  They  contributed  a  larger  por- 
tion to  the  sick  than  any  other  regiment  in  the  division.  The  fact  that  they  were 
acclimated  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  stand  up  to  camp  duties  in  their 
own  State  any  better,  nor  as  well,  as  their  more  sturdy  brethren  from  the  North- 
ern States,  and  I  believe  now  that  Southern  troops  should  be  drilled  in  Northern 
camps  in  a  summer  season  pending  a  campaign.  These  observations  apply  only 
to  the  portion  of  the  Army  at  Chickamauga,  and  are  not  presented  as  the  views 
of  other  officers,  who  may  have  looked  at  matters  from  another  standpoint.  There 
has  been  an  enormous  amount  of  exaggeration  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs. 
Of  course  there  have  been  instances  of  seemingly  unnecessary  suffering,  but  I 
know  of  no  instance  which  was  followed  by  death  or  other  serious  consequences, 
and  in  an  army  without  battle  wounds  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  the  hard 
conditions  of  war  could  prevail  to  any  extent.  There  were  times  when  sick  men 
were  lying  on  the  ground,  which  was  dry  and  carefully  cleaned,  and  they  were 
under  cover.  This  was  only  temporary;  whereas  in  the  civil  war  it  was  a  con- 
stant occurrence.  This  time  the  rations  were  abundant,  the  delicacies  more  than 
enough,  tents  were  always  at  hand.  On  the  night  of  September  8  a  sudden  cold 
wave  swept  over  the  camp  at  Knoxville.  The  patients  in  the  division  hospital 
did  not  all  have  blankets  enough,  and  the  army  supplies  were  not  at  hand,  as  the 
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emergency  was  not  expected.  At  9  p.  m. ,  two  or  three  hours  after  the  wave  had 
struck  the  army,  I  had  a  wholesale  merchant  hunted  up  in  Knoxville  and  with 
the  money  furnished  by  the  Pittsburg  Red  Cross  I  purchased  100  double  blankets 
and  sent  them  up  to  Major  Bagley,  then  in  charge,  and  some  patients  were  made 
more  comfortable.  While  it  would  have  been  well  to  have  had  an  extra  supply, 
I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  meet 
an  almost  unprecedented  cold  snap  at  this  season  of  the  year  in  that  climate. 

Where  large  bodies  of  troops  are  to  be  kept  in  one  camp  for  a  period  beyond 
fifteen  days  the  Government  should  provide  crematories  for  the  burning  of  all 
kitchen  garbage  and  hospital  refuse  gathered  daily.  The  sinks  for  reception  of 
stools  should  be  deep,  and  so  inclosed  that  the  pit  is  perfectly  dark.  A  building 
of  boards  should  be  erected  over  the  sink,  proper  seats  with  lids  should  be  within 
it,  and  the  entire  building  should  be  coated  with  several  layers  of  a  solution  of 
lime,  carbolic  acid,  and  formalin,  and  several  gallons  of  the  latter,  in  1  per  cent 
solution,  should  be  thrown  into  the  sink  daily.  A  solution  of  formalin  is  superior 
for  the  disinfection  of  typhoid  stools,  and  such  stools  should  be  disinfected  in  a 
sink  designated  to  receive  infected  stools. 

The  lessons  of  the  war  are  many  and  are  not  yet  all  revealed.  The  country  at 
large  will  profit  by  it,  while  individuals  in  many  instances  will  reap  sorrow  and 
disappointment.  I  would  again  suggest,  as  I  have  already  done,  that  inocula- 
tion for  typhoid  fever  be  tried  on  all  troops  going  to  Cuba,  excepting  in  cases 
where  the  soldier  has  had  the  disease  within  a  few  years.  Three  soldiers,  com- 
panions, left  Chickamauga  for  Porto  Rico.  One,  convalescent  from  typhoid, 
bemoans  his  hard  luck;  two,  perfectly  well,  were  jubilant.  On  the  voyage  out 
the  invalid  recovered,  grew  strong,  and  returned  well.  The  other  two  developed 
typhoid  fever  and  died  in  Porto  Rico.  Here  is,  in  this  illustration,  the  sequel  of 
the  whole  question  of  immunity,  its  importance,  and  its  possibility.  Surely  a 
serum  can  be  prepared  for  the  attempt. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  10,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  Board  to  Investigate  War  Department. 
Sir:  The  inclosed  letter  appeared  in  the  laei  number  of  The  American  Journal 
of  Medical  Sciences.    I  respectfully  request  that  it  may  be  read  to  the  Commis- 
sion, inasmuch  as  the  evidence  is  that  of  a  regimental  surgeon  whose  regiment 
went  to  Camp  Thomas  on  the  18th  day  of  May  last. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  JJ.  S.  Army. 

I  Correspondence .  ] 
CAMP  THOMAS  AND  THE  SECOND  DIVISION  HOSPITAL-THE  FIRST  ARMY  CORPS. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  ,  September  24,  1893. 
The  Editor: 

In  view  of  the  great  concern  now  being  manifested  with  regard  to  our  military 
hospital  service,  I  feel  that  a  short  statement  as  to  the  real  condition  will  not  be 
amiss. 

Leaving  Indianapolis  as  surgeon  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth,  with  Dr. 
H.  I.  Jones,  first,  and  Dr.  Paul  Barcus,  second,  assistant  c;urgeon,  we  reached  Chick- 
amauga May  18,  1898.    The  country  was  slightly  rolling,  with  an  almost  regular 
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alternation  of  wooded  and  open  land.  Everywhere  were  evidences  of  a  lime  for- 
mation, with  many  vertical  outcroppings  of  the  strata.  In  the  necessary  trench- 
ings  the  soil  was  found  to  be  a  clay  so  impervious  to  water  that  collections  in  sinks, 
etc. ,  would  evaporate  rather  than  seep  away  into  the  subsoil.  Owing  to  the  rocky 
formation  at  the  depth  of  about  7  feet,  sinks  were  at  that  time  a  practical  impos- 
sibility. On  May  25  I  was  ordered  away  from  the  regiment  and  detailed  as 
division  surgeon,  having  charge  of  the  Second  Division  hospital,  First  Army 
Corps.  At  this  time  there  was  more  or  less  confusion  in  all  departments,  nor 
could  anything  else  be  expected.  There  were  thousands  of  troops  pouring  in  daily, 
few  of  whom  were  experienced  in  the  matters  of  Government  account,  all  eager 
and  questioning  as  to  their  individual  duties.  It  is  a  matter  of  wonder  that  the 
service  was  conducted  so  well.  We  were  on  the  line  of  the  Southern  Railroad, 
and  traffic  was  tremendously  congested,  the  time  not  having  allowed  of  building 
of  switches  and  facilities  for  loading  and  unloading  cars.  For  a  short  time  it  was 
a  question  of  doing  the  best  that  could  be  done  until  these  faults  might  be  reme- 
died and  the  various  departments  maintained  with  some  system.  I  saw  no 
instance  nor  heard  of  one  where  these  temporary  delays  caused  either  suffering  or 
hardship. 

Early  in  June  I  was  ordered  to  begin  the  formation  and  organization  of  the 
Second  Division  First  Army  Corps,  hospital.  Police  details  were  made  and  requi- 
sitions forwarded  asking  for  the  necessary  supplies.  These  could  not  always  be 
immediately  had  for  the  asking,  but  never  was  I  told  to  "  rustle  "  for  myself.  The 
officers  at  the  supply  stations  were  universally  courteous,  and  particularly  Major 
Comegys,  chief  medical  purveyor.  With  certain  articles  not  at  hand,  the  question 
would  naturally  follow,  When  can  I  get  them?  Whereupon  the  reply  would  likely 
be:  "I  can  not  say  definitely;  they  have  been  shipped,  and  as  soon  as  they  reach 
us  you  will  be  welcome  to  them."  Often  the  invoice  would  be  shown  showing 
date  of  shipment  from  the  contractors.  This  uncertainty  was,  I  suspect,  in  a 
large  measure  due  to  inadequate  railroad  equipment  and  an  enormous  shipment 
of  all  sorts  of  supplies.  As  time  went  on  these  difficulties  were  obviated  and  delays 
became  fewer  and  fewer.  The  hospital  was  soon  opened,  the  regular  United  States 
army  hospital  tent  being  used;  these  were  floored.  The  natural  drainage  of  the 
site  was  good.  Our  water  supply  came  from  distant  springs,  being  hauled  in  new, 
clean,  sweet  oak  barrels.  Later  filters  were  added  to  our  equipment,  and  the 
question  of  water  supply  was  settled  for  all  the  time  we  remained  in  Chickamauga. 
Food  was  always  sufficient  and  of  good  quality.  On  rare  occasions  the  milk 
supply  would  be  found  sour,  leaving  us  until  the  following  day  short  of  this  one 
article  of  diet,  which  was  invariably  made  up  by  soups,  broths,  bouillons,  etc. 
The  medical  supplies  and  surgical  outfits,  so  far  as  essentials  were  concerned,  were 
ample.  Men  with  pet  remedies  and  hobbies  would  probably  have  been  disap- 
pointed Flies  were  present  throughout  this  great  camp  in  unnumbered  millions, 
but  for  this  the  medical  department  refuses  to  assume  responsibility.  We  met 
this  annoyance  by  use  of  mosquito  nettings.  The  success  of  the  measure  was 
not  complete,  for  much  of  the  time  the  weather  was  close  and  sultry  to  an  extreme. 
In  going  through  the  wards  these  nettings  would  be  found  wadded  up  and  lying 
on  the  foot  of  the  patient's  cot  or  on  the  floor,  with  the  explanation  that  it  was 
thought  to  be  cooler  without  them,  that  "they  stop  the  breeze,''  etc.  So,  in  many 
and  the  majority  of  cases,  these  sick  boys  chose  what  little  breeze  might  be  find- 
ing its  way  into  their  quarters,  and  fanned  the  flies  away  in  preference  to  being 
covered  by  a  mosquito  bar.  When  we  left  Chickamauga  it  was  with  100  large, 
new,  unused  and  uncalled-for  mosquito  bars. 

As  to  the  criticism  of  there  being  too  many  autopsies,  personally  I  remember 
of  but  two,  and  there  was  a  universal  feeling  that  where  it  could  be  dispensed 
with  it  should  be  so  in  consideration  of  "  the  folks  at  home."    This  criticism  is 
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uncalled  for  and  absolutely  can  not  be  substantiated.  Up  to  the  time  of  treating 
about  900  patients  there  had  been  but  14  deaths,  one  of  these  a  broken  neck, 
another  a  typhoid  hemorrhage  that  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  afternoon  of 
admission;  still  another  of  cerebral  effusion,  when  death  occurred  on  the  same 
day.  These  are  just  3  of  the  14  that  I  happen  to  recall,  and  when  you  consider 
the  seriousness  of  the  class  of  cases  treated  the  record  can  stand  almost  without 
a  challenge.  Inspectors  from  the  Medical  Department  at  Washington  were  fre- 
quent in  their  visits,  and  their  reports  gratifying  to  the  entire  hospital  staff. 

In  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana,  during  the  almost  five  months, 
there  have  been  but  five  deaths,  and  this  an  organization  of  over  1,300  men  living 
under  new  and  perhaps  adverse  circumstances,  and  certainly  with  a  most  radical 
and  complete  change  in  their  habits  of  living.  This,  I  believe,  will  speak  for 
itself.  Instead  of  indulging  in  cheap  criticism  I  would  rather  feel  the  gratifica- 
tion of  great  work  accomplished  in  wonderfully  short  time  and  practically  with- 
out any  preparation. 

Fred.  R.  Charlton, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-eighth  Vol.  Infantry, 

22 h  North  Meridian  Street. 


MAJOR  COMEGYS,  SURGEON,  UNITED   STATES  ARMY,  REFERRING  TO   COMPLAINTS 
AGAINST  MEDICAL  SUPPLY  DEPOT  AT  CHICKAMAUGA. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-Generals  Office, 

Washington,  October  18,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  Board  to  Investigate  the  War  Department. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  com- 
munication from  Maj.  E.  T.  Comegys,  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  who  was  on 
duty  in  charge  of  the  medical  supply  depot  established  at  Chickamauga  Park  May 
7, 1898. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Medical  Supply  Depot, 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  September  29,  1898. 
Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Referring  to  our  conversation  when  you  were  in  Atlanta,  I  have  the  honor 
to  state  that,  although  two  separate  boards  of  officers,  properly  appointed,  had 
reported  that  sufficient  quantities  of  medicines  and  medical  supplies  had  not  been 
furnished,  no  inquiry  was  ever  made  of  me  upon  the  subject  by  either  board, 
officially  or  unofficially,  directly  or  indirectly,  verbally  or  in  writing. 

I  can  further  state  that  I  twice  asked  of  the  commanding  general,  verbally,  that 
he  investigate  my  office  in  case  such  reports  were  rendered,  but  it  was  not  done. 
I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  troops  should  have  suffered  from  lack  of  medi- 
cines, etc.    Supplies  were  sometimes  slow  in  getting  to  the  depot  on  account  of 
the  overtaxing  of  the  capacity  of  the  railroad. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  T.  Comegys, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Purveyor. 
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MAJOR-GENERAL  BROOKE  WRITES  COMMISSION  CRITICISING  CERTAIN  TESTIMONY- 

Headquarters  Department  of  Porto  Rico, 

San  Juan,  November  12,  1898. 
The  Chairman  War  Department  Investigating  Committee, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  inclose  two  clippings  from  the  New  York  Tribune  of  November  2  and  5 
in  which  certain  evidence  before  your  Commission  is  quoted.  Being  out  of  the 
United  States  and  seeing  but  few  newspapers  I  have  not  had  a  great  deal  of  infor- 
mation as  to  the  scope  of  the  sayings  of  those  called  to  testify  before  you.  As  to 
these  two  extracts  I  wish  to  say  only  a  few  words,  as  I  deem  it  well  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  matters  contained  in  them  in  so  far  as  the  evi- 
dence given  relates  to  myself. 

In  the  first  the  water  supply  has  been  commented  upon  by  Dr.  Mearns.  I  would 
invite  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  reports  of  the  analysis  made  of  the 
water,  and  which  have,  without  doubt,  come  before  you. 

The  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  medicines  and  hospital  supplies  will  be  found 
treated  inmy  dailyreports  from  Camp  George  H.  Thomas  to  the  Adjutant-General, 
in  which  reports  all  supplies  were  mentioned. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker,  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  states  that  "  so  far 
as  I  know,  neither  General  Brooke  nor  General  Wade  ever  made  a  sanitary  inspec- 
tion of  the  camp,"  etc.  Of  course  not;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker  and  too  many 
of  the  regimental  officers  did  not  see  my  daily  inspections  of  those  parts  of  their 
camps,  the  company  kitchens  and  sinks,  which  did  not  evidence  sufficient  care  on 
the  part  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  give  especial  attention.  All  my  comments 
on  the  defects  were  made  to  the  division  and  other  commanders. 

I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  my  order  regarding  sani- 
tation, which  was  sent  broadcast  to  all  the  various  headquarters  and  to  the  regi- 
ments. My  very  frequent  inspections  of  the  sanitary  condition  were  made  to 
enforce  this  order. 

In  the  clipping  from  the  Tribune  of  November  4  will  be  found  extracts  of  the 
testimony  of  Colonel  Hartsuff ,  who  was  sent  to  me  as  chief  surgeon.  In  the 
matter  of  the  location  of  the  troops  in  the  camp  Colonel  Hartsuff  was  not  con- 
sulted, so  far  as  my  recollection  goes,  nor  did  I  deem  it  necessary  to  consult  him; 
there  was  no  need  of  it.  Any  "protest"  he  made  received  such  attention  as  the 
importance  of  it  required.  Colonel  Hartsuff' s  impression  of  the  water  was  not 
borne  out  by  the  analysis  of  it. 

I  do  not  desire  to  go  into  any  discussion  of  matters  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas. 
I  merely  wish  to  point  out  the  true  sources  of  information  in  regard  to  the  great 
amount  of  sensational  newspaper  stories  which  went  broadcast  over  the  land  and 
produced  so  profound  an  impression  that  your  Commission  was  created  to  inquire 
into  all  these  matters.  It  is  a  well-known  fact — known  to  all  of  the  Commission 
who  served  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion — that  the  sickness  in  the  camps  dur- 
ing the  past  summer  was  slight  as  compared  with  the  conditions  existing  in  1861- 
1865.  It  was  considered  a  consequence  of  war  in  those  days,  and  accepted  as 
such.  In  those  days  when  troops  were  moved  by  rail  we  were  glad  to  get  cov- 
ered freight  cars;  in  these  days  sleeping  cars  are  demanded.  In  those  days  six 
wagons  sufficed  for  a  regiment;  in  these  27  do  not  meet  the  requirements.  It 
is  true  that,  considering  the  tropical  climate  our  soldiers  were  to  campaign  in,  I 
fixed  a  larger  number  of  wagons  than  was  finally  fixed  upon,  because  I  knew  that 
carrying  heavy  loads  on  their  backs  would  result  in  placing  the  men  in  the  hos- 
pitals, where  they  would  be  a  check  to  all  operations,  if  not  the  cause  of  fail- 
ure of  the  operations.  My  experience  here  has  confirmed  me  in  this  belief.  The 
greatest  care  is  required  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  I  have  found  it 
wise  to  take  advantage  of  the  experiences  of  the  British  in  the  Tropics  and  in  India. 
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In  this  communication  I  desire  to  say  that,  in  so  far  as  information  as  to  my  acts 
as  commander  of  the  troops  assembled  at  Chickamauga  Park  is  concerned,  the 
official  records  will  give  the  best  source  of  information.  These  records  should 
now  be  in  the  Adjutant-General's  office,  unless  some  other  disposition  has  been 
made  of  them.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  inquiry  your  commission  is  now  conduct- 
ing will  develop  the  fact  that  an  army  of  250,000  men  can  not  be  assembled  and 
prepared  for  war  in  so  short  a  time  as  was  given.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
all  our  departments  had  been  pruned  down  to  the  requirements  of  25,000  men,  and 
that  the  work  of  all  the  departments  had  been  centralized  in  the  War  Department 
bureaus  to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroy  their  efficiency  when  a  sudden  expansion 
became  necessary.  By  this  I  mean  that  even  the  broadest-minded  officers  had 
been  brought  to  depend  upon  the  bureau  chief  to  such  a  degree  as  to  affect  his 
originality  and  enterprise. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

John  R.  Brooke,  Major-General. 

Note.— All  garbage,  except  that  of  the  kitchens,  was  burned. 


CAMP  THOMAS— DAILY  REPOKTS  OF  MAJ.   GEN.   JOHN  R.  BROOKE  AND  MAJ.  GEN. 
JAMES  F.  WADE,  COMMANDING  CAMP,  JUNE  6  TO  JULY  19,  1898. 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  6, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Since  my  report  of  yesterday  no  troops  have  arrived  in  this  camp  and  none 
departed.  In  ordnance  the  light-artillery  brigade  is  equipped  with  guns,  caissons, 
and  harness.  The  men  of  this  brigade  are  short  of  all  their  personal  accouter- 
ments.  The  ordnance  requisitions  forwarded  for  nineteen  regiments  of  the  First 
Corps  and  for  the  fourteen  regiments  now  in  the  Third  Corps  have  not  been 
filled.  The  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  562  strong,  is  short  150  sets  of  horse  equipments, 
and  has  no  saddlebags,  no  spurs,  no  ammunition,  no  cartridge  belts.  The  Third 
United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  two  troops  Second 
Kentucky  Cavalry  have  practically  no  ordnance  equipments  at  all.  In  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  there  have  been  issued  to-day  19,132  articles  of  uniform, 
15  tents,  676  articles  camp  equipage,  29  six-mule  teams,  18  four-mule  teams,  and  12 
ambulances  and  teams.  In  the  Subsistence  Department  there  is  plenty  on  hand. 
Progress  is  being  made  in  the  organization  of  the  Hospital  Corps,  but  there  is  much 
deficiency  in  medicines.  I  would  suggest  that  the  departments  mentioned  above 
fill  requisitions  made  on  them  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment should  at  once  provide  adequate  tentage,  uniforms,  clothing,  field  desks, 
tools  of  various  kinds,  especially  blacksmiths'  tools,  lanterns,  and  stores  for 
expenditures. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Major-General  Commanding  the  Army,  and  chiefs  of  staff 
departments,  War  Department,  June  7,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  7, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  First  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Colonel  Alston  commanding,  47  officers, 

947  men,  arrived  to-day,  with  tentage,  but  no  arms,  no  ordnance  equipment,  and 

no  uniforms.    No  troops  have  departed  to-day.     There  has  been  no  progress  made 

in  ordnance  equipment.    No  ordnance  equipments  at  all  have  been  received  for 

7833 18 
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twenty-four  hours  and  no  infantry  ordnance  equipment  for  four  days.  There  is 
needed  from  the  Ordnance  Department  at  once  12,000  Springfield  rifles  with  small 
parts,  14,000  gun  slings,  15,100  woven  cartridge  belts  with  plates  and  hook  attach- 
ments, 2,000  sets  horse  equipments  for  cavalry,  12,000  blanket  bags  with  coat  and 
shoulder  straps,  11,000  haversacks  and  straps,  11,500  canteens  and  straps,  10,000 
meat  cans,  knives,  forks,  and  spoons.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there 
have  been  issued  to-day  24,941  articles  of  clothing,  18  tents,  795  articles  of  equip- 
ment. Only  2  four-mule  teams,  harness,  and  wagons  were  issued,  by  reason  of  no 
wagons.  Large  amounts  of  blacksmith  tools,  veterinary  medicines,  harness,  field 
ovens ,  stationery ,  fuel ,  and  forage  were  issued.  Suggestions  of  yesterday  in  regard 
to  this  department  repeated  with  additional  urgency  for  the  early  shipments  of 
wagons ,  harness ,  field  desks ,  campaign  hats ,  leggings .  In  the  medical  department 
supplies  are  being  received  and  division  hospitals  are  being  erected  and  fitted,  but 
there  are  still  deficiences  in  certain  supplies. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  9,1898.) 


Chick  am  auga  Park,  Georgia,  June  8, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

No  troops  have  arrived  in  this  camp  to-day  and  none  have  departed.  In  the 
medical  department  some  medical  supplies  were  received.  All  of  the  division 
hospitals,  five  in  number,  will  be  completed  in  a  day  or  two.  Not  a  medical  or 
surgical  chest  prescribed  by  the  supply  table  has  been  received  since  the  Volun- 
teer troops  came.  In  quartermaster's  department,  5,512  articles  of  uniform, 
4,356  articles  of  equipage,  and  heavy  issues  of  other  stores  of  all  kinds  were  made. 
Seven  carloads  of  horses  were  received  and  4  shipped.  The  subsistence  depart- 
ment is  meeting  all  wants.  In  the  ordnance  department  the  only  progress  made 
during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  has  been  .the  issue  of  2  carloads  of  limbers  to 
the  light  artillery  brigade.  The  same  conditions  as  to  lack  of  ordnance  stores  as 
reported  in  my  telegram  of  yesterday  evening,  except  these  limbers,  exists  to-day. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chief  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  9,  1898.) 


Chick amauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  9, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

No  troops  arrived  to-day  and  none  departed.  In  the  medical  department  the  divi- 
sion hospitals  mentioned  yesterday  are  progressing  toward  completion.  The  Leiter 
General  Hospital  at  Crawfish  Springs  is  open  and  has  a  few  patients.  No  medical 
supplies  have  arrived  to-day.  Fifty  medical  and  surgical  chests,  400  gray  blankets, 
sheets,  and  other  bedding  are  needed  at  once.  In  ordnance  department,  Twenty- 
first  Kansas  has  received  its  full  supply  of  Springfield  rifles  and  a  portion  of  the 
rest  of  its  ordnance  equipments;  62,000  rounds  of  ammunition  have  been  issued. 
Except  the  above,  the  deficiencies  in  the  ordnance  department  still  continue.  I 
am  informed  there  are  30,000  Springfield  rifles  at  Columbia  Arsenal,  but  I  have 
not  yet  been  notified  that  the  12,000  I  asked  for  on  the  7th  instant  have  been 
ordered  here.  The  subsistence  department  is  fully  supplied.  In  the  quarter- 
master's department  there  have  been  issued  23,643  articles  of  clothing,  354  of 
equipage,  3,284  of  tentage,  not  including  poles  and  pins;  10  ambulances,  7  wagons, 
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and  a  vast  quantity  of  miscellaneous  stores.  Seventeen  cars  of  quartermasters' 
freight  have  arrived.  The  deficiencies  are  wagons  and  harness,  canton  flannel 
drawers,  all  sizes,  blouses  No.  1,  campaign  hats  No.  7|,  leggings,  mounted,  for  all  of 
which  estimates  have  been  forwarded.  It  is  manifest  from  General  Orders,  No. 
54,  that  it  is  intended  that  six-mule  wagons,  or  their  equivalent,  shall  be  used.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  wagons  so  far  furnished  this  command 
are,  as  a  rule,  light,  four-horse  farm  wagons,  not  equal  to  carrying  the  weight  esti- 
mated as  the  equivalent  even  on  good  roads,  and  tor  a  proper  equivalent  there 
should  be  authorized  3  four-mule  to  2  six-mule  wagons.  I  wish  to  say  further 
that  it  will  not  do  at  all  to  rely  on  these  farm  wagons  for  supply  and  ammuni- 
tion trains.  They  will  fail  us  from  the  very  start,  and  endanger  the  supply  of 
the  two  most  vital  factors  in  march  and  battle. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Quartermaster-General,  Surgeon-General,  and  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, W.  D.,  June  10,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  10,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

No  troops  arrived  to-day  and  none  departed.  In  the  ordnance  department  no 
stores  have  arrived  to-day  and  none  issued,  as  there  was  none  on  hand  except 
one  carload  of  gun  limbers  for  artillery,  some  cartridge  belts,  pistols,  holsters, 
and  carbine  scabbards  for  First  Ohio  Cavalry.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  ord- 
nance stores  en  route.  In  medical  department,  15  emergency  chests  have  been 
received,  and  medical  supplies  issued.  Fifty  medical  and  surgical  chests,  400 
blankets,  sheets,  bedding,  and  also  instruments  and  dressings  are  needed  at  once. 
In  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  3,966  articles  of  clothing,  753 
articles  of  tentage,  248  articles  of  equipage,  19  wagons,  teams,  and  harness  com- 
plete; 300  cavalry  horses  for  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry;  a  vast 
amount  of  miscellaneous  quartermaster  stores.  Eighteen  cars  were  unloaded 
at  Chickamauga  Park  and  18  cars  were  loaded  and  2  unloaded  at  Chattanooga. 
Trousers,  foot,  sizes  1  to  8,  and  shoes  No.  8  are  deficient  and  should  be  supplied  at 
once. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Quartermaster-General,  Surgeon -General,  and  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, W.D.,  June  12,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  11, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

The  First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry  arrived  to-day,  Col.  John  B.  Castle- 
man  commanding,  48  officers  and  1,255  men,  partly  uniformed,  and  560  worn 
Springfield  rifles.  No  troops  departed  to-day.  In  the  medical  department  there 
were  received  600  blankets  and  other  bedding,  which  were  immediately  issued 
to  troops  of  this  command.  Medical  and  surgical  chests,  instruments,  sheets, 
ponchos,  and  surgical  dressings  are  still  deficient  and  their  supply  should  be 
hurried.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  6,502  articles  of  clothing,  8,890  arti- 
cles of  equipage,  22  wagon  teams  and  harness  complete,  1  ambulance,  harness,  and 
team  complete,  91  mules,  131  horses,  and  a  vast  amount  of  miscellaneous  quar- 
termaster stores  were  issued.  One  car  unloaded  and  7  loaded  at  Chattanooga  for 
shipment;  38  cars  unloaded  at  Chickamauga  Park.  Trousers,  foot,  1  to  6,  and 
campaign  hats,  all  sizes,  are  deficient  and  should  at  once  be  supplied.    In  the 
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ordnance  department  issuance  of  stores  has  been  limited  to  4  limbers  for  gun  car- 
riages, which  were  received  from  Columbia  Arsenal.  Chief  ordnance  officer 
has  been  notified  of  shipment  from  same  arsenal  of  4  carloads  of  gun  carriages, 
etc.,  for  First  Ohio  Artillery.  Those,  to  his  knowledge,  are  all  the  ordnance 
stores  on  the  way  to  supply  this  command,  except  that  he  has  been  notified  of  the 
filing  of  .the  requisition  of  the  First  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  requisition 
did  not  pass  through  his  office.  In  the  subsistence  department  the  supplies  are 
sufficient. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Quartermaster-General,  Surgeon-General,  and  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, June  13,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  12,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

No  troops  arrived  at  or  departed  from  camp  to-day.  In  the  medical  depart- 
ment supplies  on  hand  were  issued,  and  50  medical  and  surgical  chests,  100  field 
desks,  bedding,  and  pouches  are  deficient  and  should  be  supplied  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  3,427  articles  of  clothing,  4,041 
articles  of  equipage,  1  mule,  1  horse,  and  a  vast  amount  of  miscellaneous  quarter- 
master stores  were  issued,  and  8  cars  unloaded  at  Battlefield  Station.  Leggings, 
Nos.  1  and  2;  cords,  trumpet,  cavalry  and  infantry;  dark -blue  trousers,  sizes  1, 2,  and 
3,  are  badly  needed,  and  their  supply  should  be  hastened.  In  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment 6  gun  carriages  and  limbers,  6  caissons  and  5  limbers  were  issued  to  the 
First  Ohio  Artillery.  No  other  ordnance  stores  are  expected  to  arrive  for  some 
days  to  come  by  the  ordnance  officer.  In  the  subsistence  department  supplies  are 
sufficient.  This  being  Sunday,  the  calls  on  the  quartermaster's  department  were 
light. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commading. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments 
June  14,  1898.) 


Chickamauga,  Park,  Georgia,  June  13, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

No  troops  have  arrived  today  and  none  departed.  In  ordnance  department 
the  First  Ohio  Cavalry  has  secured  by  express  560  pistol  holsters  and  560  carbine 
scabbards.  Notification  has  been  received  from  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  that  he  has 
issued  order  for  supplies  for  twenty-one  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  regiment 
of  cavalry.  Medical  department  has  received  5  surgical  chests  and  other  supplies 
and  has  issued  supplies  to  the  First  and  Third  corps.  Notice  has  been  received 
of  medical  and  surgical  chests  en  route.  There  are  still  deficiencies  in  blankets, 
bedding,  and  surgical  instruments.  Subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 
Quartermaster's  department  has  issued  8,395  articles  of  clothing,  4,683  articles  of 
equipage,  material  for  outfitting  trains,  and  large  amount  of  miscellaneous  stores. 
Shoes,  sizes  No.  8,  in  boxes  of  50  to  100  pairs  each,  are  badly  needed.  I  would 
suggest  that  all  arms  and  ordnance  stores  ordered  be  expedited. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  14,  1898.) 
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Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  1^,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

No  troops  have  arrived  today  and  none  departed.  Medical  department  has 
received  shipment  of  drugs,  food  chests,  commode  chests,  and  field  furniture. 
Medical  supplies  have  been  issued  to  hospitals.  There  are  still  deficiencies  in  sur- 
gical instruments,  hospital  corps  and  orderly  pouches,  sterilizers,  blankets,  sheets, 
and  other  bedding.  No  ordnance  stores  have  been  received  in  last  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  no  progress  made  in  that  department.  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment has  issued  33,168  articles  of  clothing,  714  of  equipage,  6,161  of  tentage,  46 
wagons  and  teams  complete,  and  other  small  articles  pertaining  to  transportation, 
also  a  vast  amount  of  miscellaneous  quartermaster's  stores.  Thirteen  cars  unloaded 
at  Battlefield  Station.  The  following  articles  are  deficient  and  should  be  supplied 
as  soon  as  possible:  Leggings,  sizes  1  and  2;  campaign  hats,  sizes  4  and  5;  gaunt- 
lets, buckskin,  sizes  8£,  and  a  few  pairs  size  10;  trousers,  foot,  sizes  Nos.  1  to  7; 
blouses,  sizel;  trumpet  cords  and  tassels,  infantry  and  cavalry;  trumpets;  trousers, 
mounted,  Nos.  1  and  2;  canvas  clothing,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  Blue  shirts,  all  sizes, 
especially  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4;  shoes,  Nos.  8  and  9;  company  books;  suspenders,  36, 
38,  and  40  inches;  chevrons,  corporal  and  sergeant,  infantry;  chevrons,  com- 
pany quartermasters  sergeant,  cavalry  and  infantry;  chevrons,  veterinary  ser- 
geant, cavalry;  whiplashes,  wagon  whips,  and  whipstocks;  riding  saddles,  riding 
bridles,  and  saddle  blankets.     In  the  subsistence  department  supplies  are  sufficient. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  16,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  15,  1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 
There  are  plenty  of  trousers  here  except  sky  blue,  sizes  1  to  6;  a  large  number 
of  dark-blue  trousers  have  been  sent  here  which  can  not  well  be  mixed  with  sky- 
blue  trousers  in  the  ranks.  These  are  being  issued  to  newly  arrived  regiments,  but 
there  is  much  objection  to  receiving  them.  In  shoes,  the  stock  on  hand  is  not 
large,  but  supplies  of  them  are  expected;  size  8  is  deficient  and  has  been  especially 
called  for.    All  requisitions  have  been  filled  as  far  as  size  on  hand  could  admit. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  17,  1898. 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  15,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington  : 

No  troops  arrived  or  departed  from  here  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  11,699  articles  of  clothing,  659  articles  of  equipage,  74  arti- 
cles of  tentage,  4,128  articles  of  quartermaster's  stores,  and  8  cars  were  unloaded 
at  Battlefield  Station.  Snare  drums  and  extra  heads,  all  kinds  of  quartermas- 
ter's blanks,  and  ponchos,  in  addition  to  articles  heretofore  reported,  are  deficient, 
and  their  supply  should  be  hastened.  In  the  medical,  department  supplies  on 
hand  have  been  issued,  medical  and  surgical  chests,  surgical  instruments, 
blankets,  sheets,  and  other  bedding.  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches,  canvas 
for  letters  and  stationery  are  deficient.     In  the  ordnance  department  no  stores 
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have  been  received  for  the  troops  of  this  command  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours.     Supplies  in  the  subsistence  department  continue  sufficient. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 
(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  18,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  16,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

No  troops  have  arrived  at  this  camp  to-day  and  none  departed.  No  ordnance 
or  ordnance  stores  have  arrived  in  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  and  no  progress  in 
equipment  has  been  made  in  ordnance  department.  Medical  department  has 
received  shipment  of  drugs  and  3  surgical  chests,  No.  1,  and  3  No.  2.  Medical 
supplies  have  been  issued  to  hospitals  and  additional  tentage  to  ambulance  com- 
pany. Fifty  medical  chests  deficient,  but  notice  received  they  have  been  ordered 
sent  here.  There  are  deficiencies  in  field  desks,  hospital  corps  and  orderly  pouches, 
surgical  instruments,  blankets,  sheets,  and  other  bedding,  and  stationery.  Quar- 
termaster's department  has  issued  9,550  articles  of  clothing,  3,819  articles  of  tent- 
age,  323  articles  of  equipage,  3,664  articles  of  quartermaster's  stores,  129  mules, 
46  lead  harness,  82  wheel  harness,  23  wagons,  18  ambulances,  10  cars  quartermas- 
ter's stores,  stores  and  property  unloaded  at  Chickamauga  Park. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  18,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  17, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

Four  hundred  thirty-nine  recruits  for  filling  companies  to  maximum  in  artil- 
lery, cavalry,  and  infantry  arrived  to-day.  No  organizations  of  troops  arrived 
and  none  departed.  No  ordnance  stores  have  been  received  for  twenty-four  hours. 
Four  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-four  rifles  are  en  route  from  Columbia  Arsenal, 
invoiced  on  15th,  but  up  to  this  time  have  not  arrived.  Medical  department  has 
received  and  issued  2  surgical  chests  and  1  sterilizer.  The  pressing  necessities  for 
the  sick  are  now  being  met.  There  are  still  deficiences  in  that  department,  as 
mentioned  in  my  report  yesterday.  The  quartermaster's  department  has  issued 
13,141  articles  of  clothing,  3,833  articles  of  tentage,  292  articles  of  equipage,  5,347 
articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  49  mules,  12  wagons,  24  single  sets  harness  (wheel), 
24  harness  (lead) .     The  subsistence  department  is  in  good  condition. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  18,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  18,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

The  First  Georgia  Infantry  and  Light  Battery  A,  Georgia  Artillery,  arrived  in 
camp  to-day.  As  no  reports  have  as  yet  been  rendered,  their  strength,  equipment, 
etc. ,  will  be  reported  to-morrow.  No  troops  departed.  In  the  medical  department  a 
shipment  of  3  sets  of  surgical  chests  has  been  received  and  supplies  issued  to 
troops.     Medical  chests,  surgical  instruments,  field  desks,  blankets,  sheets,  and 
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other  bedding,  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches,  and  stationery  are  still  deficient 
and  should  be  supplied  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  quartermaster's  department 
there  were  issued  16,047  articles  of  clothing,  1,181  articles  of  equipage,  4,281 
articles  of  tentage,  1 ,854  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  3  mules,  and  2  sets  har- 
ness ;  19  cars  were  unloaded  at  the  station.  In  the  ordnance  department,  2,959 
rifles,  caliber  .45,  were  received  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  and  immediately 
issued  to  troops.  Two  carloads  of  rifles  and  3  carloads  of  gun  carriages  are 
expected  to  be  ready  for  distribution  early  to-morrow  morning.  In  the  subsistence 
department  supplies  continue  sufficient. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  20,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  19, 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Strength  of  organizations  reported  yesterday  is  as  follows:  First  Georgia  Infan- 
try, 46  officers  and  1,010  enlisted  men;  977  men  are  partially  equipped.  Light 
Battery  A,  Georgia  Artillery,  has  4  officers  and  121  men.  Light  Battery  B, 
Georgia  Artillery,  arrived  in  camp  to-day;  strength,  4  officers  and  121  men.  No 
troops  departed.  In  the  medical  department  no  shipments  received.  Surgical 
instruments,  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches,  blankets,  sheets,  and  other  bed- 
ding deficient,  also  50  medical  chests.  Notice  has  been  received  that  they  have  been 
ordered  sent  here.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  9,510 
articles  of  clothing,  341  articles  of  equipage,  3,024  articles  of  tentage,  4,695  articles 
of  quartermaster  stores,  61  mules,  30  single  sets  harness  (lead) ,  30  single  sets  har- 
ness (wheel),  15  wagons.  Trouser  stripes,  chevrons,  pickaxes,  dark-blue  shirts, 
blouses,  undershirts,  and  tentage  for  enlisted  men  are  deficient.  No  issues  have 
been  made  in  the  ordnance  department  during  past  twenty-four  hours.  In  the 
subsistence  department  supplies  continue  sufficient. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  22,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  20,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

No  troops  arrived  to-day  and  none  departed.  In  the  medical  department,  5  sets 
of  medical  chests,  5,000  first-aid  packages,  and  1  carload  of  furniture  and  drugs 
were  received.  There  are  deficient  45  medical  chests,  numbers  1  and  2,  surgical 
instruments,  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches,  blankets,  sheets,  and  other  bed- 
ding, stationery.  Notice  has  been  received  that  the  medical  chests  have  been 
ordered  sent.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  3,517  articles 
of  clothing,  317  articles  of  tentage,  77  articles  of  equipage,  54  mule  wagons,  32 
sets  harness  (lead) ,  24  sets  harness  (wheel).  There  were  13  cars  of  quartermaster 
stores  unloaded  at  station  to-day.  There  are  still  deficient  trousers,  foot,  number 
8;  trousers  counted,  numbers  1  and  2  and  leggings  numbers  1  and  2.  In  the  ord- 
nance department  there  were  issued  to  the  Light  Artillery  Brigade  8  limbers,  4 
gun  carriages,  4  caissons,  and  69  boxes  harness,  and  to  the  infantry  regiments 
10,241  rifles  and  4  boxes  haversacks  and  straps.  In  the  subsistence  department 
supplies  continue  sufficient.    There  will  be  13,000  recruits  here  to  fill  regiments  to 
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allowed  strength;  1,508  of  these  had  arrived  up  to  last  night.  Rifles  and  equip- 
ments will  be  required  for  these,  also  common  tents  are  required  for  these  recruits 
in  addition  to  those  needed  to  equip  the  regiments  as  they  were.  There  will  be 
7,000  more  common  tents  needed  to  equip  regiments  now  here. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  22,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  20,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

One  hundred  forty-five  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday;  no  organization 
arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were 
issued  11,500  articles  clothing,  154  articles  equipage,  286  shelter  tent  halves,  40 
other  articles  tentage,  4,178  articles  quartermaster  stores,  172  mules,  36  wagons, 
98  harness  (lead), 90  sets  harness  (wheel).  Deficiencies  same  as  yesterday,  with 
brassards  added.  In  the  medical  department  no  supplies  were  received.  Defi- 
ciences:  1 ,000  Hospital  Corps  pouches,  124  orderly  pouches,  200  surgeon's  field  cases, 
50  field  desks.  The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied.  In  the  ordnance 
department  the  following  stores  were  received:  5  boxes  for  Third  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  i  box  for  Fourteenth  Minnesota  Infantry,  1  box  for  Thirty- 
first  Michigan,  3  boxes  for  First  New  Hampshire,  3  boxes  for  Third  Wisconsin,  2 
boxes  for  Third  Kentucky  Infantry.  There  will  be  an  expected  shortage  of 
blanket  bags  and  coat  and  shoulder  straps,  also  a  small  number  of  bayonet  scab- 
bards. There  will  also  be  a  shortage  of  canteens,  owing  to  failure  to  supply  the 
amount  asked  for  and  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  new  canteens  are  leaky.  Fif- 
teen hundred  additional  canteens  have  been  asked  for  the  First  Corps.  Twenty- 
eight  boxes  of  equipments  received  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana. 
This  completes  the  equipment  of  this  regiment.  Except  for  the  shortage  reported 
the  First  Corps  is  now  entirely  equipped. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  25,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  SO,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Will  you  please  see  that  the  daily  report,  which  includes  deficiencies  in  the  sup- 
plies for  equipment,  sent  by  me,  receives  the  attention  which  the  importance  of 
the  subject  demands. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-  General ,  Commanding. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  June  20,  1898. 
Major-General  Brooke, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia: 
-    Your  daily  report,  including  deficiencies  of  supplies  and  equipment,  is,  immedi- 
ately upon  receipt,  submitted  to  the  Department  where  the  deficiency  reported. 
This  has  been  done  in  every  instance,  and  read,  not  only  by  Secretary  of  War,  but 
the  President  himself,  and  every  effort  is  being  bent  for  your  immediate  relief. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 
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Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  21, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

No  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  medical  department  medical  sup- 
plies were  issued  to  the  First  and  Third  Corps.  There  are  deficient  45  medical 
chests,  Nos.  1  and  2;  surgical  instruments,  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches, 
blankets,  sheets,  and  other  bedding  and  stationery.  In  the  ordnance  department  no 
ordnance  stores  were  issued  to  troops  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  but 
many  of  the  regiments  have  been  supplied  from  the  Springfield  Armory  direct  with 
appendages  and  spare  parts  for  Springfield  rifles.  In  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  2,886  articles  of  clothing,  980  articles  of  equipage,  5,565 
articles  of  tentage,  8,951  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  351  mules,  87  wagons, 
160  sets  harness,  lead;  135  sets  harness,  wheel;  9  ambulances  and  18  sets  ambu- 
lance harness.  Six  cars  were  loaded  at  Chattanooga  and  8  cars  were  unloaded 
at  Battlefield.    The  subsistance  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  22,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  21,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Thirteen  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organization  of  troops  arrived 
and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  medical  department  50  field  desks  were  received. 
Deficiencies,  1,000  hospital-corps  pouches,  140  orderly  pouches,  200  surgeons'  field 
cases.  In  the  ordnance  department  issues  have  been  confined  to  small  amounts 
of  stores  to  complete  the  equipment  of  some  of  the  regiments  and  light  batteries 
of  the  command;  of  the  remainder  of  the  stores  on  hand,  consisting  of  over  7,000 
cartridge  belts,  and  a  few  minor  articles  of  equipment  have  been  transferred  to 
the  acting  chief  ordnance  officer  of  the  Third  Corps.  Stores  have  arrived  for  the 
Second  Ohio  and  for  some  of  the  regiments  of  the  Third  Corps  and  have  been 
distributed  to  them  direct.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued 
21,514  articles  of  uniform,  325  articles  of  equipage,  2,980  shelter-tent  halves,  103 
other  articles  of  tentage,  2,942  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  96  mules,  15 
wagons,  10  ambulances,  20  single  sets  lead  harness,  20  single  sets  wheel  harness, 
and  20  single  sets  ambulance  harness.  Deficiencies  same  as  reported  yesterday, 
subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  25,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  22,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Four  hundred  fifty-one  recruits,  for  drilling  companies  to  maximum,  strength, 
arrived  yesterday.  No  organization  of  troops  arrived  to-day,  and  none  departed. 
In  the  medical  department  no  issues  made  since  last  report.  There  are  deficient 
45  medical  and  surgical  chests,  Nos.  1  and  2;  surgical  instruments,  hospital 
corps  and  orderly  pouches,  and  stationery.  In  the  ordnance  department  3  car- 
loads of  sabers,  horse  equipments,  etc.,  were  received  by  the  First  Illinois  Cavalry, 
which  nearly  completes  the  requirements  of  this  regiment  except  for  the  recruits, 
and  the  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  received  revolvers.  In  the  quar- 
termaster's department  there  were  issued  9,669  articles  of  clothing,  2,000  articles 
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of  tentage,  289  article  of  equipage,  1,909  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  4 
mules,  6  sets  wheel  harness,  6  sets  lead  harness,  and  1  escort  wagon.  There  are 
deficient  shoes,  canvas  clothing,  leggings,  trousers,  blouses,  chevron  stripes, 
trumpets  and  trumpet  cords  and  tassels,  and  spring  wagons.  The  subsistence 
department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  25,  1898.). 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  23,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Eight  hundred  seventy-six  recruits,  for  filling  companies  to  maximum  in  artil- 
lery, cavalry,  and  infantry,  arrived  yesterday.  No  organization  of  troops  arrived 
and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  ordnance  department  no  issues  have  been  made 
during  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  but  1  carload  of  horse  equipments  has  arrived 
for  the  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  2  more  are  expected.  In  the 
medical  department  there  has  been  received  a  carload  of  field  furniture  and  blan- 
kets. Medical  and  hospital  supplies  have  been  issued  to  the  First  and  Third 
Corps.  There  are  medicine  hospital  stores  and  dressings  on  hand  for  entire  com- 
mand. Medical  chests,  surgical  instruments,  hospital  corps  and  orderly  pouches, 
and  field  desks  are  deficient.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  has  been 
issued  32,080  articles  of  clothing;  503  articles  of  equipage;  7,900  shelter-tent  halves; 
118  pieces  of  other  tentage;  2,793  articles  of  quartermaster  stores;  40  mules:  10 
escort  wagons;  20  sets  harness  (lead);  and  20  sets  harness  (wheel).  The  subsist- 
ence department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  24,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  24.,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Seven  hundred  fifty-four  recruits,  for  filling  companies  to  maximum  in  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantry,  received  yesterday.  No  organization  of  troops  arrived  and 
none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  22,638 
articles  of  clothing,  926  articles  of  equipage,  2,905  shelter-tent  halves,  192  articles 
of  other  tentage,  2,239  articles  of  quartermaster  supplies,  6  four-mule  wagons, 
and  2  sets  ambulance  harness.  There  are  deficiencies  in  shoes,  blue  shirts,  leg- 
gings, trousers,  blouses,  and  ponchos.  No  issues  were  made  in  the  ordnance 
department,  but  shipment  of  800,000  rifle-ball  cartridges  for  the  First  and  Third 
Corps,  and  some  rifles  for  the  First  Missouri  and  the  Twelfth  Minnesota  are 
expected  to  arrive  early  to-morrow  morning.  In  the  medical  department  medical 
and  hospital  supplies  were  issued  to  the  First  and  Third  Corps;  1  carload  of 
medicine  and  dressings  and  2,500  first-aid  packages  were  received.  Deficiencies 
same  as  reported  in  dispatch  of  yesterday.  Blankets,  sheets,  and  other  bedding 
are  on  hand  in  sufficient  quantities  for  entire  command.  The  subsistence  depart- 
ment is  well  supplied.  At  regimental,  brigade,  and  division  drijls  many  men  can 
not  be  turned  out  because  they  are  not  supplied  with  canteens.  Many  men  have 
to  use  bread  or  crackers  or  boards  for  plates  because  they  have  no  meat  cans. 
Horses  are  lost,  and  men  and  horses  injured  because  of  the  lack  of  halters  and 
bridles.     The  light  artillery  can  only  drill  in  sections  because  of  lack  of  horse 
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I 
equipments,  and  many  of  the  men  have  nothing  to  eat  with  or  from.    This  lack 
of  equipments  is  not  the  fault  of  anyone  here.    Some  days  since  I  thought  the 
equipments  were  coming  along,  but  now  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  them,  as 
I  have  no  direct  or  indirect  intimation  that  anything  has  been  ordered. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  28,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park.  Georgia,  June  25,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Nine  hundred  eighty-five  recruits  for  filling  companies  to  maximum  in  cav- 
alry, artillery,  and  infantry  arrived  yesterday.  No  organizations  of  troops 
arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there 
were  issued  12,691  articles  of  clothing,  142  articles  of  equipage,  1,184  shelter-tent 
halves,  249  articles  of  other  tentage,  and  19  articles  of  quartermaster  stores. 
Deficiencies  same  as  yesterday.  In  the  ordnance  department  there  were  issued 
800,000  rounds  of  rifle-ball  cartridges,  caliber  .45,  to  the  troops  of  this  command. 
as  follows:  One  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  to  the  First  Division,  First  Corps; 
341,000  to  the  Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps;  258,000  to  the  Third  Division, 
First  Army  Corps,  and  45,000  to  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps.  Rifles  were 
issued  as  follows:  One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  to  the  Twelfth  Minnesota,  240 
to  the  First  Missouri,  434  to  the  First  Vermont,  25  to  the  Third  Illinois,  and  345 
to  the  First  Maine.  Two  hundred  and  forty  carbines  and  24  boxes  of  sabers 
were  issued  to  the  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry.  The  medical  department 
received  shipment  of  drugs.  Hospital  stores  on  hand  sufficient.  Deficiencies: 
Medical  chests,  instruments,  pouches,  and  field  desks.  Subsistence  department 
is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  28,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  26, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Five  hundred  eighty-two  recruits  for  filling  companies  to  maximum  in  cav- 
alry, artillery,  and  infantry,  and  38  for  the  hospital  corps  arrived  yesterday. 
No  organizations  of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's 
department  there  were  issued  17,285  articles  of  clothing,  234  articles  of  equipage, 
1,250  shelter-tent  halves,  and  207  articles  of  quartermaster  stores.  Deficiencies 
same  as  reported  on  24th  instant.  In  the  medical  department  a  shipment  of  18 
litters  and  75  hospital-corps  pouches  received.  There  are  deficient  medical  chests, 
instruments,  hospital-corps  and  orderly  pouches,  and  field  desks.  Subsistence 
department  well  supplied.  In  the  ordnance  department  in  the  last  twenty-four 
hours  8,805  rifles  arrived  and  were  issued  and  1,000  cartridge  belts.  Other  ord- 
nance equipment  from  Rock  Island  not  yet  received.  Two  carloads  equipments 
and  1  of  carbines  and  revolvers  and  329,000  ball  cartridges  arrived  for  Third 
United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major '-Qeneral,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  28,  1898.) 
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Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  27, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

Three  hundred  eighty  recruits  for  filling  vacancies  to  maximum  in  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantry,  and  10  for  hospital  corps  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No 
organizations  of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's 
department  there  were  issued  12,597  articles  of  clothing,  726  articles  of  equipage, 
2,828  shelter-tent  halves,  119  articles  of  other  tentage,  and  6,262  articles  of  quarter- 
master stores.  In  medical  department  4  medical  chests,  filters,  furniture,  and 
drugs  have  been  received.  Deficiencies  same  as  reported  yesterday  in  the  ord- 
nance department.  The  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry  has  been  sup- 
plied with  carbines,  revolvers,  equipments,  and  horse  equipments,  and  329,000 
rounds  of  rifle-ball  ammunition  have  been  issued  to  the  Third  Division,  First 
Corps.    The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  June  29,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  28, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

Six  hundred  seventy-five  recruits  to  fill  vacancies  to  maximum  in  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantry  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations  of  troops 
arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were 
issued  20,690  articles  of  clothing,  259  articles  of  equipage,  5,270  shelter-tent  halves, 
115  other  articles  of  tentage,  5,807  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  98  mules,  12 
wagons,  24  ambulances,  48  sets  ambulance  harness,  48  sets  wagon  harness,  wheel, 
and  lead.  Deficiencies  in  this .  department  still  exist  as  follows:  Shoes,  shirts, 
canvas  clothing,  leggings,  trousers,  blouses,  chevrons,  stripes,  ponchos,  under- 
shirts, trumpets,  drawers,  and  hospital  tents.  In  the  medical  department  a  ship- 
ment of  first-aid  packets  received.  Deficiencies:  Medical  chests,  field  desks, 
letters  and  slings,  instruments,  hospital-corps  and  orderly  pouches,  stationery. 
The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied.  In  the  ordnance  department  there 
were  issued  1,248  rifles  to  the  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  27  rifles  to  the  Second 
Arkansas  Infantry,  300  rifles  to  the  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  277  rifles  to  the  One 
hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana  Infantry,  gun  slings  and  other  ordnance  stores  to 
the  Third  Illinois,  cartridge  belts  and  plates  to  the  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry; 
also  a  supply  of  revolvers  and  cartridges  to  the  batteries  of  the  Light  Artillery 
Brigade. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  29,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Four  hundred  eighty-nine  recruits  to  fill  vacancies  to  maximum  in  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantry  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  Company  G,  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  arrived  in  camp  this  morning  with  2  officers  and  105  men.  In 
the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  20,821  articles  of  clothing, 
2,464  articles  of  equipage,  3,537  shelter-tent  halves,  170  other  articles  of  tentage, 
6,613  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  and  6  mules,  deficiencies  same  as  yesterday 
with  blankets  and  hatchets  added.  The  medical  department  received  25  food,  25 
commode,  8  sets  medical  and  4  sets  surgical  chests,  and  10  field  desks.    Deficiencies: 
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Medical  chests,  instruments,  field  desks,  and  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches; 
notice  received  that  they  have  been  ordered  sent.  In  the  ordnance  department 
327  rifles  were  received  for  the  Fifth  Missouri;  70,000  carbine  ball  cartridges  for 
the  First  Illinois  Cavalry;  103  Colt's  revolvers  for  Troop  B,  First  Kentucky  Cav- 
alry; 30  Colt's  revolvers,  104  bayonets,  and  323  cartridge  belts  for  the  First  New- 
Hampshire;  also  338  cartridge  belts  for  the  Second  Missouri,  12  for  the  First 
Pennsylvania,  and  437  cartridge  belts  and  30  Colt's  revolvers  for  the  Twelfth 
Minnesota.  Cartridge  belts  received  as  follows:  Three  hundred  sixty-two  for  the 
Eighth  Massachusetts;  300  for  the  Fourteenth  Minnesota;  318  for  the  Fourteeth 
New  York;  380  for  the  Third  Tennessee;  298  for  the  One  hundred  fifty-eighth 
Indiana;  277  for  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana;  428  for  the  Second  Ohio; 
284  for  the  Second  Arkansas;  252  for  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania;  248  for  the  Ninth 
Pennsylvania;  324  for  the  Second  Nebraska;  957  meat  cans,  knives,  forks,  and 
spoons  for  the  First  West  Virginia;  about  950  sets  of  equipments  for  the  Second 
Arkansas  and  900  sets  of  equipments  for  the  First  Arkansas;  400  cartridge  belts 
and  about  350  haversacks  for  the  Ninth  New  York.     The  subsistence  department 

is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 

W.  D.,  July  5,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  30,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Six  hundred  thirty-seven  recruits  to  fill  vacancies  to  maximum  in  cavalry,  artil- 
lery, and  infantry  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations  of  troops  arrived 
and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued 
9,737  articles  of  clothing,  617  articles  of  equipage,  1,888  shelter-tent  halves,  45 
other  articles  of  tentage,  8,294  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  and  5  mules. 
Certain  deficiencies  heretofore  reported  in  clothing  and  equipage  are  being  par- 
tially met  by  shipments  from  depots.  In  the  medical  department  there  were 
received  4  filters,  4  sterilizers,  8  sets  medical  chests.  Deficiencies  same  as  yester- 
day. In  the  ordnance  department  95  boxes  equipments  and  horse  equipments 
issued  to  the  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Illinois,  and  Indiana  light  batteries 
and  the  Twenty-first  Kansas  Infantry  has  been  supplied  with  haversacks  and 
straps,  tin  cups,  knives,  forks,  and  spoons.  The  subsistence  department  is  well 
supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major -General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  5,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  1, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Five  hundred  fifty-four  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations 
of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  ordnance  department  there 
were  issued  16  boxes  of  equipments,  and  horse  equipments  to  the  chief  surgeon 
First  Army  Corps.  The  following  number  of  boxes  of  equipments  were  issued 
as  follows:  Twenty-one  to  the  Third  Kentucky,  62  to  the  First  Pennsylvania,  2  to 
Thirty-first  Michigan,  4  to  Twelfth  New  York,  1  to  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  10  to 
Sixth  Ohio,  4  to  Second  Nebraska,  14  to  First  Vermont,  4  to  Third  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  12  to  Fifty-second  Iowa,  17  to  First  Mississippi,  3  to  Eighth 
New  Yorkr4  to  Fifth  Illinois,  3  to  Second  Missouri,  and  6  to  Battery  B,  Pennsyl- 
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vania  Volunteers.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  3,076 
articles  of  clothing,  91  articles  of  tentage,  2,450  articles  of  quartermaster  stores, 
127  mules,  31  wagons,  74  sets  harness  (lead) ,  and  74  sets  harness  (wheel).  Extensive 
deficiencies  still  continue  in  shoes,  dark-blue  flannel  shirts,  leggings,  trousers,  foot, 
chevrons,  stripes,  ponchos,  hospital  tents,  undershirts,  drawers.  The  medical 
department  received  6  medical  chests  and  72  litters.  Deficiencies  exist  as  follows: 
Medical  chests,  instruments,  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly  pouches,  litters,  and 
slings.  Notice  has  been  received  that  they  have  been  ordered  sent  here.  The 
subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  2, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Five  hundred  fifty-four  recruits  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations  of  troops 
arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  ordnance  department  no  issues  of  ord- 
nance stores  were  made  to  troops  to-day.  One  carload  of  rifles  shipped  from 
Columbia  Arsenal  yesterday  morning  has  failed  to  arrive  here.  Chief  quarter- 
master requested  to  trace  this  car  and  expedite  its  arrival.  In  the  medical 
department  shipment  of  field  desks,  pouches,  stationery,  and  bedding  received. 
Deficiencies,  30  medical  chests,  60  field  desks,  600  Hospital  Corps  and  orderly 
pouches,  4  sets  surgical  chests,  and  200  iield  cots.  The  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment has  issued  17,120  articles  of  clothing,  562  articles  of  equipage,  308  shelter- 
tent  halves,  337  other  articles  of  tentage,  5,391  articles  of  quartermaster  stores, 
377  mules,  104  wagons,  188  sets  harness  (wheel) ,  188  sets  harness  (lead) .  Deficiences 
same  as  reported  yesterday.    The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  2,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  3, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations 
of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there 
were  issued  2,016  articles  of  clothing,  220  articles  of  equippage,  78  articles  of  tent- 
age, 2,387  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  310  mules,  70  wagons,  140  sets  harness 
(lead) ,  and  138  sets  harness  (wheel) .  Deficiencies  as  previously  reported  still  exist. 
The  medical  department  has  received  5  sets  medical  chests,  2  sets  surgical  chests, 
34  litters  with  canvas,  2  filters,  deficiencies  as  follows:  48  medical  chests,  11  sur- 
gical chests,  400  litters,  800  litter  slings,  400  pieces  of  canvas  for  litters,  1,000 
Hospital  Corps  pouches,  140  orderly  pouches,  48  mess  chests,  200  fold  cases,  2,00 
pocket  cases,  20  operating  cases,  55  field  desks.  The  ordnance  department  has 
issued  2,855  rifles  to  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Nineteenth  Pennsylvania,  Third 
Wisconsin,  and  First  Missouri;  also,  105  revolvers  to  Troop  A,  First  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  and  25  to  the  Second  Kentucky  Infantry.  The  subsistence  department 
is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  5,  1898.) 
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Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  4,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Three  hundred  forty-nine  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organiza- 
tions of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there 
were  issued  8,064  articles  clothing,  878  articles  equipage,  887  shelter-tent  halves, 
48  other  articles  of  tentage,  2,011  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  2  sets  harness 
(lead) ,  2  sets  harness  (wheel) .  Great  deficiency  in  clothing.  Deficiency  reports 
frequently  made  do  not  appear  to  be  met.  In  the  medical  department  medical 
supplies  were  issued  to  the  First  and  Third  corps  and  artillery  brigade.  Deficien- 
cies, 38  medical  chests  Nos.  1  and  2,  instead  of  48,  as  reported  yesterday,  11  surgi- 
cal chests  (sets),  11  sterilizers,  400  litters  and  pieces  of  canvas,  800  litter  slings, 
750  Hospital  Corps  pouches,  and  140  orderly  pouches,  48  mess  chests,  200  field  cases, 
20  operating  cases,  and  50  field  desks.  Issues  of  ordnance  stores  to-day  confined 
to  supplying  troops  of  First  Division,  First  Corps,  under  orders  for  Charleston, 
with  such  articles  of  equipments  as  were  on  hand  at  these  headquarters.  The 
subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staffs  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  7, 1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  6, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Two  hundred  eight  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  General  Wilson  and 
staff  and  General  Ernst  and  staff  left  here  at  2  p.  m.  this  afternoon  for  Charleston 
with  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps.  The  strength  of  the 
brigade  is  Third  Wisconsin,  37  officers  and  833  men;  Second  Wisconsin,  36  officers, 
880  men;  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  29  officers  and  671  men.  In  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  there  were  issued  4,863  articles  of  clothing,  30  articles  equipage, 
622  shelter-tent  halves,  352  other  articles  of  tentage,  3,519  articles  of  quartermaster 
stores,  32  mules,  8  wagons,  26  sets  harness  (wheel) ,  26  sets  harness  (lead) .  Deficien- 
cies in  clothing  very  great  and  not  being  equally  met.  In  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  262  rifles  to  the  First  Georgia  Infantry;  573  rod  bayonet 
rifles  to  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry;  306  rod  bayonet  rifles  to  the  Four- 
teenth New  York  Infantry,  each  with  1  box  of  spare  parts;  1,000  blanket  bags 
complete  to  the  First  Kentucky  Infantry;  1  box  ordnance  stores  to  the  Third  Illi- 
nois Infantry;  3  boxes  cartridge  belts  and  plates  to  the  Second  Ohio  Infantry;  3 
boxes  cartridge  belts  and  plates  to  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Infantry;  8  boxes 
horse  equipments  for  Battery  A  and  6  boxes  horse  equipments  for  Battery  B, 
Georgia  Artillery;  1  box  horse  equipment  for  the  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Bat- 
tery; 6  boxes  tin  cups,  1  box  bayonet  scabbards,  and  2  boxes  ordnance  stores  to 
the  First  West  Virginia  Infantry;  1  box  bayonet  scabbards,  1  box  haversacks, 
1  box  tin  cups,  and  2  boxes  ordnance  stores  to  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth 
Indiana  Infantry;  3  boxes  ordnance  stores  to  the  Fourteenth  New  York  Infan- 
try; 6  boxes  haversacks,  tin  cups,  bayonet  scabbards,  etc.,  to  Second  Arkansas 
Infantry;  4  boxes  haversacks,  etc.,  to  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Infantry;  4  boxes 
tin  cups,  bayonet  scabbards,  haversacks,  etc.,  to  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry; 
7  boxes  haversacks,  tin  cups,  bayonet  scabbards,  etc.,  to  the  Twelfth  Minnesota 
Infantry,  8 boxes  tin  cups,  bayonet  scabbards,  etc.,  to  the  First  New  Hampshire 
Infantry;  124  cartridge  belts  and  fasteners  to  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry; 
424  cartridge  belts  and  fasteners  to  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry;  138  sets 
horse  equipments  and  600  sets  infantry  equipments  to  the  hospital  corps,  First 
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Army  Corps.  In  the  medical  department  600  first-aid  packages  received.  Defi- 
ciencies, 38  sets  medical  chests,  11  sets  surgical  chests,  11  sterilizers,  9  filterers, 
400  hundred  litters  and  canvas,  800  litter  slings,  750  Hospital  Corps  pouches,  140 
orderly  pouches,  48  mess  chests,  200  field  cases,  200  pocket  cases,  20  operating 
cases,  56  field  desks.    Subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  7, 1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  6, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

Two  hundred  and  four  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations 
of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there 
were  issued  2,601  articles  clothing,  47  articles  equipage,  67  shelter  tent  halves,  175 
articles  tentage,  4,209  articles  quartermaster  stores,  1  mule,  and  4  wagons. 
Deficiencies  still  exist  as  stated  in  report  of  yesterday,  but  the  matter  having  been 
fully  represented  to  the  Department,  there  is  a  prospect  of  early  supply.  In  the 
medical  department  medical  supplies  were  issued  to  the  First  Corps.  Deficien- 
cies same  as  reported  yesterday.  In  the  ordnance  department  no  issues  were 
made  to  troops  of  command  except  to  the  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  which 
received  the  balance  of  its  equipment  by  express.  The  subsistence  department  is 
well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  7,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  6, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

Replying  to  your  telegram  regarding  unequaled  recruits,  General  Ernst's  bri- 
gade, do  you  not  understand  that  the  order  was  to  send  5,000  men  only?  I  there- 
fore kept  back  the  unequipped  recruits  of  all  the  regiments  and  sent  drilled  and 
equipped  men  only.  Haines's  brigade  is  now  awaiting  arrival  of  transportation 
and  it  will  go  the  same  as  Ernst's  brigade  has  gone  when  transports  shall  arrive. 
There  are  now  here  and  to  arrive,  when  the  new  battalion  for  the  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania arrives,  about  1,200  men  of  Ernst's  brigade,  none  of  whom  are  equipped 
and  I  do  not  seem  to  be  able  to  get  any  equipment,  certainly  not  as  promptly  as 
the  necessities  indicate  it  should  arrive.  I  want  to  be  able  to  report  soon  that  my 
corps  is  equipped.    Can  you  not  hasten  this? 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  7,  1898.) 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  July  6,  1898. 
Major-General  Brooke, 

Chickamauga  National  Park,  Georgia: 
In  reply  to  your  telegram  concerning  equipments  not  being  sent  you  as  fast  as 
you  would  like,  you  are  informed  that  the  efforts  of  the  Department  have  been 
for  the  last  few  days  directed  almost  entirely  toward  the  reequipment  of  General 


CAMP   THOMAS,    CHICKAMAUGA   PARK,    GEORGIA.  289 

Shafter's  command  which,  by  reason  of  exposure  to  severe  weather  and  loss  in 
battle,  had  to  be  replenished,  new  clothing  and  ammunition  in  particular.  Every 
effort  is  being  made,  however,  to  get  supplies  to  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  C.  Corbin, 
Adjutant-General. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments. 
July  7, 1898.) 


Chick  am  AUG  a  Park,  Georgia,  July  7,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Replying  to  your  telegram  of  this  morning,  in  which  you  speak  of  efforts  being 
directed  toward  sending  equipment  to  General  Shafter's  command,  I  would  say 
that  General  Shafter's  troops  are  principally  armed  with  the  caliber  .30  rifle.  All 
here  have  the  caliber  .45  Springfield.  Had  you  been  here  for  two  and  a  half 
months,  as  I  have  been,  and  nearly  two  months  with  the  volunteers  trying  to 
equip  them  and  have  been  practically  defeated  in  this  effort  by  the  manner  in 
which  supplies  have  been  sent  here,  you  would  feel  as  I  feel.  I  have  so  frequently 
questioned  the  system  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  refer  to  it  again  further  than  to 
say  the  system  should  be  revised  radically.  Particularly  is  this  true  as  to  the 
manner  of  supplying  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Is  it  not  time  that  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  had  risen  to  the  occasion  in  regard  to  manufacturing 
of  larger  amounts,  so  that  in  case  of  necessity  there  would  be  a  reserve  which 
would  not  embarrass  it  to  supply  at  such  times  as  are  occasioned  by  the  opera- 
tions of  one  army  in  the  field. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
Sent  July  11,1898.) 


CHICKAMAUGA  Park,  Georgia,  July  7,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Waslmigton: 

One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organi- 
zations of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's  department 
there  have  been  issued  9,535  articles  of  clothing  and  131  articles  of  equipage,  674 
shelter-tent  halves,  41  other  articles  of  tentage,  1,527  articles  quartermaster 
stores.  Deficiencies  as  heretofore  reported.  In  the  medical  department  5  sets 
medical  chests  and  6  filters  have  been  received.  Deficiencies  same  as  reported 
heretofore.  In  the  ordance  department  following  issues  were  made  to  troops  of 
this  command:  1,212  rifles  to  First  South  Carolina,  300  rifles  to  First  Pennsylva- 
nia, 300  rod-bayonet  rifles  to  Eighth  New  York,  1  combined  forge  and  battery 
wagon  to  Pennsylvania  battery  light  artillery,  1  combined  forge  and  battery 
wagon  to  Twenty-eighth  Indiana  Battery  Light  Artillery,  about  400  sets  equip- 
ments to  new  battalions  of  the  Fourth  and  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  7  saddles,  raw- 
hide covered,  to  Second  Division,  First  Corps;  8  saddles,  rawhide  covered,  to 
Third  Division,  First  Corps;  12  saddles,  leather  covered,  curb  bridles,  and  saddle 
blankets  to  Signal  Corps.    The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  11,  1898.) 
7833 19 
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Chick  am  auga  Park,  Georgia,  July  8, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

One  hundred  and  thirty-eight  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organi- 
zation of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  3,690  articles  of  clothing,  764  articles  equipage,  81  shelter- 
tent  halves,  22  other  articles  of  tentage,  2,677  other  articles  of  quartermaster 
stores,  62  mules,  12  wagons,  24  sets  harness,  wheel;  24  sets  harness,  lead.  Deficien- 
cies same  as  heretofore  reported.  In  the  ordnance  department  there  were  issued 
22  box  equipments  to  the  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  22  to  Troop  B,  First  Kentucky 
Cavalry,  and  48  to  First  South  Carolina  Infantry;  haversacks  and  straps,  gun 
slings,  tin  cups,  knives,  and  forks  to  the  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  and  a  small 
portion  of  equipment  to  the  new  battalions  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry.  In  the  medical  department  medical  supplies  issued  to  the  Third  Corps. 
Deficiencies  in  this  department  are  33  sets  medical  chests,  11  sets  surgical  chests 
with  sterilizers,  3  filters,  99  litters,  300  litter  slings,  750  hospital-corps  pouches, 
150  orderly  pouches,  48  mess  chests,  200  field  cots,  200  field  cases,  200  pocket  cases, 
20  operating  cases,  56  field  desks.    The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  9, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

Four  hundred  and  nineteen  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organiza- 
tions of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  13,696  articles  clothing,  693  articles  equipage,  109  common 
tents  and  wall  with  flies,  907  shelter-tent  halves,  5,126  other  articles  of  quartermas- 
ter stores,  167  mules,  39  four-mule  wagons,  10  ambulances,  20  sets  ambulance  har- 
ness, 64  sets  four-mule  harness,  lead;  64  four-mule  harness,  wheel.  Deficiencies 
same  as  heretofore  reported.  In  the  medical  department  6  sets  medical  chests 
were  received.  Deficiencies  same  as  reported  yesterday.  In  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment the  issues  have  been  mainly  confined  to  completing  of  equipment  for  the 
additional  battalion  of  the  four  Pennsylvania  regiments.  Sabers  have  arrived  for 
five  of  the  light  batteries.  There  is  also  available  from  the  articles  sent  here  by 
express  canteens  and  straps,  haversacks  and  straps,  and  gun  slings.  The  subsist- 
ence department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.D.,  July  12,1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  10,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-four  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organiza- 
tions arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there 
were  issued  6,365  articles  of  clothing,  375  articles  of  equipage,  20  shelter-tent  halves, 
166  other  articles  of  tentage,  2,175  articles  of  quartermaster  stores.  Deficiencies: 
Shoes,  7  to  10,  inclusive;  dark-blue  shirts,  1  to  4,  inclusive;  canvas  clothing,  all 
sizes;  campaign  hats,  size  6, special  size  7£;  leggings  (mounted),  1  and  2;  trousers 
(foot),  sky  blue,  1  to  11,  inclusive;  gauntlets,  buckskin,  No.  10;  blouses,  1  to 4, 
inclusive;  chevrons,  all  branches;  trousers,  mounted,  1  to  6,  inclusive;  trumpets;' 
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hospital  tent  poles.  In  the  medical  department:  Five  sets  medical  chests,  4  sets 
surgical  chests  and  sterilizers,  4  niters,  6  litters  received.  Deficiencies:  Twenty- 
two  sets  medical  chests,  7  sets  surgical  chests  and  sterilizers,  93  litters,  300  litter 
slings,  750  hospital  corps  pouches,  140  orderly  pouches,  48  mess  chests,  200  field 
cots,  200  field  cases,  200  pocket  cases,  20  operating  cases,  56  field  desks.  In  the 
ordnance  department  there  were  issued  10  boxes  of  equipments  to  the  First  Ohio 
Cavalry;  1,280  chevrons,  canteen  straps,  gun  slings,  and  980  cartridge-belt  plates 
to  the  Twenty-first  Kansas  Infantry.    The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  12, 1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  11,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

One  hundred  and  ninety-two  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organiza- 
tion of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  5,984  articles  clothing,  65  articles  equipage,  43  shelter-tent 
halves,  82  articles  of  other  tentage,  2,446  articles  quartermaster  stores,  94  mules, 
13  wagons,  12  ambulances,  26  sets  harness  (lead),  26  sets  harness  (wheel),  6  sets 
ambulance  harness  (wheel).  Deficiencies  same  as  reported  yesterday.  In  the 
medical  department:  No  medical  supplies  received.  Deficiencies  same  as  reported 
yesterday.  In  the  ordnance  department  there  were  no  receipts  of  ordnance 
stores  for  the  troops  of  this  command  to-day.  The  subsistence  department  is  well 
supplied.  John  R.  Brooke, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copy  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  12,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  12,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-two  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  Troops 
departing  mentioned  in  a  special  report.  In  the  quartermaster's  department 
there  were  issued  8,391  articles  of  clothing,  231  articles  of  equipage,  16  shelter- 
tent  halves,  182  other  articles  of  tentage,  4,598  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  49 
mules,  12  wagons,  28  sets  harness  (lead),  24  sets  harness  (wheel).  Deficiencies 
same  as  heretofore  reported,  except  shoes.  In  the  medical  department  36  litters 
were  received.  Deficiencies  same  as  yesterday,  except  litters,  57  of  which  are  defi- 
cient, instead  of  93.  In  the  ordnance  department  no  stores  were  received,  and  the 
issues  have  been  confined  to  equipments  for  100  recruits  of  the  Second  Ohio.  The 
subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments. ) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  13,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

One  hundred  and  fifty-six  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  The  First  Ohio 
Cavalry  left  camp  this  morning  for  Port  Tampa,  Fla.  Number  of  officers,  29; 
number  of  enlisted  men,  794.  In  the  medical  department  36  litters  were  received. 
There  are  still  deficient  22  sets  medical  chests,  7  sets  surgical  chests  and  sterilizers, 
21  litters,  750  hospital  corps  pouches,  140  orderly  pouches,  48  mess  chests,  200 
field  cots,  200  field  cases,  and  56  field  desks.     In  the  ordnance  department  the 
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issues  have  been  confined  to  the  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  as  follows:  Five 
hundred  cartridge-belt  plates,  canteens  and  straps,  haversacks  and  straps.  In 
the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  9,165  articles  clothing,  88  arti- 
cles equipage,  40  shelter-tent  halves,  86  other  articles  of  tentage,  811  articles  of 
quartermaster  stores,  71  mules,  16  wagons,  32  sets  harness  (wheel), 32  sets  harness 
(lead) .  There  are  deficient  dark-blue  shirts,  1  to  4,  inclusive;  campaign  hats,  size 
6,  special  size  7i;  leggings,  mounted,  1  and  2;  trousers,  foot,  sky-blue,  all  sizes; 
gauntlets,  10. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  14,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Fifty  recruits  arrived  yesterday.  Twelve  recruits  for  hospital  corps  arrived 
to-day.  No  organizations  of  troops  arrived  to-day  and  none  departed.  In  the 
quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued  13,254  articles  clothing,  236  articles 
equipage,  81  articles  tentage,  947  shelter-tent  halves,  3,218  articles  quartermaster 
stores,  38  mules,  6  wagons,  13  ambulances,  12  sets  harness  (lead) ,  and  two  sets  har- 
ness (wheel).  Deficiencies:  Shoes,  7  to  10,  inclusive;  shirts,  dark-blue,  1  to  4, 
inclusive;  campaign  hats,  size  6,  special  size  7|;  leggings,  mounted,  1  and  2; 
trousers,  foot  and  mounted;  gauntlets,  No.  10;  blouses,  1  to  4,  inclusive.  In  the 
medical  department,  7  sets  medical  chests,  1  set  surgical  chest  with  sterilizer,  1 
filter  received.  Deficiencies,  200  field  cots  and  48  mess  chests.  Modifications  in 
deficiencies  directed  by  Surgeon-General.  Report  on  pouches  will  be  made  to- 
morrow. In  the  ordnance  department  no  ordnance  stores  were  received  except 
6  packages  for  General  Wilson's  command  at  Charleston.  No  issues  made.  The 
subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  16,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  15, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington : 

One  hundred  and  seventy-three  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organi- 
zations of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's  department 
there  were  issued  11,219  articles  of  clothing,  16  articles  of  equipage,  5  articles  of 
tentage,  3,663  articles  of  quartermaster  stores,  83  mules,  19  wagons,  36  sets  harness 
(lead),  36  sets  harness  (wheel).  Deficiencies  same  as  reported  yesterday.  In  the 
ordnance  department  there  were  issued  2  boxes  of  meat  cans,  1  box  haversacks,  1 
box  haversack  straps,  3  boxes  canteens  to  the  Eighth  New  York;  566  haversacks 
and  straps,  960  canteens  and  straps,  280  meat  cans  to  the  First  Vermont;  5  boxes 
horse  equipments  to  the  Light  Artillery  Brigade;  2  boxes  haversacks  and  straps, 
3  boxes  canteens  and  straps  to  the  First  Pennsylvania;  944  bayonet  scabbards, 
hook  attachments;  944  gun  slings,  950  canteens  to  the  Second  Arkansas;  3  boxes 
haversacks  and  straps  to  the  Sixth  Ohio;  3  boxes  haversacks  and  straps  to  the 
Twelfth  New  York;  320  canteens  and  2  boxes  of  haversacks  and  straps  to  the 
Second  Nebraska.  In  the  medical  department  no  issues  were  made.  Deficiencies, 
11  sets  medical  chests,  750  hospital  corps  pouches,  140  orderly  pouches,  48  mess 
chests,  200  field  cots,  200  surgeons'  field  cases,  56  field  desks. 

James  F.  Wade, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  17,  1898.) 
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Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  16,  1808. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

One  hundred  eighty-five  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations 
of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department 
there  were  issued  11,613  articles  clothing,  181  articles  of  tentage,  3,229  articles  of 
quartermaster  stores,  47  mules,  9  wagons,  18  sets  harness  (lead) ,  and  18  sets  harness 
(wheel) .  Deficiences:  Dark-blue  shirts,  1  to  4  inclusive;  campaign  hats,  size  6;  leg- 
gings (mounted)  1  and  2;  trousers  (foot),  sky  blue,  1  to  11,  inclusive;  gantlets,  No. 
10;  blouses,  1  to  4,  inclusive;  chevrons,  all  branches;  stripes,  artillery;  camp  ket- 
tles, trumpets.  In  the  medical  department  no  issues  made  to-day.  Deficiencies: 
Eleven  sets  medical  chests,  350  hospital  corps  pouches,  75  orderly  pouches,  48 
mess  chests.  200  field  cots,  200  surgeon's  field  cases,  56  field  desks.  In  the  ord- 
nance department  the  following  ordnance  stores  were  received,  some  of  which 
have  already  been  distributed:  Second  Missouri,  8  boxes;  Fourth  Ohio,  17  boxes; 
Eighth  Massachusetts,  11  boxes;  Fourteenth  Minnesota,  11  boxes;  First  Pennsyl- 
vania, 6  boxes;  Third  Kentucky,  11  boxes;  Fourteenth  New  York,  16  boxes;  One 
hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana,  12  boxes;  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  12  boxes;  First 
South  Carolina,  2  boxes;  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  15  boxes;  First  Georgia,  11  boxes; 
Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  12  boxes;  Thirty-first  Michigan,  8  boxes; 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  6  boxes;  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana,  6  boxes;  Sec- 
ond Wisconsin,  7  boxes;  Signal  Corps,  4  boxes;  Sixth  Ohio,  7  boxes;  Twelfth  New 
York,  1  box;  Twenty-first  Kansas,  6  boxes;  miscellaneous,  also  15,473  cartridge 
belts.  A  small  express  shipment  is  expected  to-morrow,  and  this,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  blanket  bags,  meat  cans,  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  will  complete  the 
entire  outfit  of  the  First  Army  Corps.  The  subsistence  department  is  well 
supplied. 

James  F.  Wade, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  19,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  17,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Two  hundred  seventy-eight  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organiza- 
tions of  troops  arrived  and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment there  were  issued  14,126  articles  of  clothing,  136  articles  of  equipage,  92 
articles  of  tentage,  971  articles  of  quartermaster  stores.  Deficiencies  same  as 
reported  yesterday.  In  the  medical  department  no  issues  have  been  made.  Defi- 
ciencies: Eleven  sets  medical  chests,  750  hospital-corps  pouches,  instead  of  350  erro- 
neously reported  yesterday;  140  orderly  pouches,  instead  of  75  erroneously  reported 
yesterday;  48  mess  chests,  200  field  cots,  200  surgeon's  field  cases,  56  field  desks. 
In  the  ordnance  department  there  were  received  during  the  past  twenty-four 
hours  as  follows:  For  the  battalion  light  artillery,  16  boxes;  Third  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  72  boxes;  First  Kentucky  Infantry,  8  boxes;  Twelfth  New 
York  Infantry,  10  boxes;  First  New  Hampshire,  [10  boxes;  Third  Wisconsin,  9 
boxes;  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  15  boxes;  Twenty-first  Kansas,  5  boxes;  Second  Wis- 
consin, 1  box;  Fourteenth  New  York,  2  boxes;  First  Kentucky  Cavalry,  2  boxes; 
also  900,000  rounds  of  rifle-ball  ammunition,  caliber  .45.  Nearly  the  entire 
amount  of  these  stores  have  been  distributed,  and  32  boxes  shipped  to  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps,  at  Charleston.  The  subsistence  department 
is  well  supplied. 

James  F.  Wade, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
W.  D.,  July  21, 1898.) 
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Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  18, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Eight  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations  of  troops  arrived 
and  none  departed  to-day.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued 
7,983  articles  clothings,  17  shelter  tent  halves,  4,339  articles  quartermaster  stores, 
79  mules,  13  wagons,  28  sets  harness  (lead) ,  and  28  sets  harness  (wheel) .  Deficien- 
cies: Campaign  hats,  size  6;  leggings  (mounted),  1  and  2;  trousers  (foot),  sky  blue, 
1,2,  and  3;  gantlets,  No.  10;  blouses,  No.  1;  dark-blue  shirts,  No.  1;  ponchos,  camp 
kettles,  trumpets.  In  the  medical  department  a  shipment  of  field  furniture,  instru- 
ments, and  medicines  was  received.  Deficiencies:  Six  sets  medical  chests,  450 
hospital  corps  pouches,  124  orderly  pouches,  150  field  cots,  200  surgeon's  field  cases, 
50  field  desks.  In  the  ordnance  department  the  following  received  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours:  Light  Artillery  Brigade,  42  boxes  equipments;  Third  Wis- 
consin, 1  box;  Second  Arkansas,  1  box;  Twelfth  Minnesota,  5  boxes;  Sixth  Ohio, 
18  boxes;  Second  Missouri,  14  boxes;  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana,  3  boxes; 
First  West  Virginia,  5  boxes;  Third  Illinois,  4  boxes;  Fourteenth  Minnesota,  10 
boxes;  Third  Kentucky,  12  boxes;  Fourteenth  New  York,  7  boxes;  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania, 3  boxes;  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana,  5  boxes;  Ninth  Penn- 
sylvania, 4  boxes;  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  42  boxes,  cartridges. 
The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

James  F.  Wade, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  20,  1898.) 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  19, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Washington: 

Twenty-one  recruits  arrived  in  camp  yesterday.  No  organizations  of  troops 
arrived  and  none  departed.  In  the  quartermaster's  department  there  were  issued 
12,941  articles  clothing,  202  articles  equipage,  1,108  shelter  tent  halves,  23  other 
articles  of  tentage,  3,169  articles  quartermaster  stores,  69  mules,  16  wagons,  34  sets 
of  harness  (lead) ,  30  sets  harness  (wheel) .  Deficiencies  same  as  reported  yester- 
day. In  the  medical  department  one  carload  of  medicines  and  furniture  received. 
Deficiencies:  1,000  hospital  corps  pouches  for  the  two  corps,  1,204  orderly  pouches 
for  the  two  corps,  200  surgeon's  field  cases,  50  field  desks.  In  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment the  following  stores  have  been  received  and  most  of  them  delivered:  Light 
Artillery  Brigade,  12  boxes;  Third  Kentucky,  22  boxes;  Fifth  Illinois,  7  boxes; 
First  Mississippi,  9  boxes;  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  3  boxes;  Thirty-first  Michigan,  10 
boxes;  Troop  H,  Sixth  Cavalry,  3  boxes;  Ninth  New  York,  3  boxes;  Second  Wis- 
consin, 5  boxes;  First  Kentucky,  13  boxes;  Fourth  Ohio,  5  boxes;  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania, 6  boxes;  Third  Illinois,  2  boxes;  Second  Missouri,  3  boxes;  First  Georgia, 
5  boxes;  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  5  boxes;  First  Pennsylvania,  2  boxes;  Twenty-first 
Kansas,  3  boxes;  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana,  1  box;  Sixth  Ohio,  1  box. 
The  First  Corps  is  almost  entirely  equipped  except  for  blanket  bags  and  a  few  can- 
teens. Some  regiments  have  a  slight  shortage  and  others  a  corresponding  surplus, 
which,  by  a  system  of  interchange,  the  discrepancies  are  being  rapidly  removed. 
The  subsistence  department  is  well  supplied. 

James  F.  Wade, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

(Copies  furnished  Headquarters  of  the  Army  and  chiefs  of  staff  departments, 
July  21,  1898. 


QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT  AFFAIRS,  DOCUMENTS,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO  THE 
TENTAGE  SUPPLY  AND  THE  MANNER  OF  ITS  DISTRIBUTION  AT  CHICKAMAUGA 
PARK. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Lakes, 

Office  of  the  Chief  Quartermaster, 

Chicago,  III.,  December  17,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman  Investigation  Commission,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  I  forward  you  herewith  schedules  of  issues  of  hospital  tents  and 
lumber,  lettered  from  '  A"  to  "  J"  inclusive,  and  beg  to  call  especial  attention  to 
summary  "J"  at  the  end  thereof;  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  of  43  requisi- 
tions, received  by  me  while  chief  quartermaster  at  Chattannoga,  for  hospital  tents 
and  lumber  for  the  First  Army  Corps,  orders  were  given  for  issue  on  38  of  them 
the  day  they  were  received,  and  on  5  the  day  after  receipt;  that  of  33  requisitions 
received  for  the  Third  Corps,  orders  were  given  for  issue  on  27  of  them  on  the  day 
of  receipt  and  on  3  the  day  following  receipt,  and  that  but  3  were  held  longer  for 
the  reasons  set  forth  in  detail  on  schedules  "E"and  "F;"  and  that  on  the  5 
received  for  the  Sternberg  General  Hospital,  issues  were  ordered  on  the  day  of 
receipt. 

I  challenge  the  records  of  any  army  anywhere  to  make  a  showing  of  prompter 
work  than  this  in  any  office,  and  particularly  at  the  head  of  quartermaster's 
affairs  of  a  camp  which  from  first  to  last  had  76,000  men,  and  much  of  the  time 
56,000  men;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  while  these  requisitions  were  acted 
upon  so  promptly,  thousands  of  others  for  other  supplies  were  acted  upon  with 
like  promptitude.  The  summary  will  show  that  out  of  81  requisitions  for  hospitals 
received  at  my  office  70  were  acted  upon  the  same  day  of  receipt  and  "8  the  day 
afterwards,  and  that  but  3  in  all  had  to  be  referred  for  explanation.  I  need  not 
expatiate  upon  this  record  to  any  officer  knowing  the  difficulty  of  handling  so 
great  a  number  of  requisitions  as  were  handled  in  that  office. 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  chief  quartermaster  was  in  no  way  responsible 
for  any  delay  that  may  have  occurred  between  the  dates  of  requisitions  and  their 
presentation  at  his  office. 

The  actual  amounts  of  lumber  required  for  flooring  a  hospital  tent  are  set  forth 
in  each  case,  together  with  the  average  of  amounts  issued,  the  latter  falling  below 
only  in  the  case  of  the  Third  Division  hospital  of  the  First  Corps.  It  is  known, 
however,  that  additional  lumber  was  supplied  this  hospital  by  my  assistant,  Capt. 
H.  P.  Young,  assistant  quartermaster,  United  States  Volunteers,  on  verbal  appli- 
cation. All  requisitions  received  were,  however,  filled,  the  amount  in  no  instance 
having  been  cut  down,  save  on  June  2  and  15,  when  it  was  known  that  the 
hospital  already  had  a  large  excess  of  lumber  over  tentage  supplied. 

In  the  matter  of  general  efficiency  and  prompitude,  while  I  feel  it  is  not  neces- 
sary in  the  least  to  sustain  myself  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  commission  who 
know  me  and  my  record  well,  I  still  file  for  the  information  of  the  members  who 
do  not  know  me,  copies  of  letters  from  "  K  "  to  "  O,  "  and  beg  that  these  may  be 
read  in  order  to  satisfy  the  entire  commission  that  my  thirty-seven  years  of 
service  and  experience  in  handling  enormous  interests  have  been  neither  idle  nor 
ineffective,  and  are  entitled  to  the  fullest  and  fairest  consideration  when  weighed 
against  statements  of  men  fresh  from  civil  life  and  almost  wholly  inexperienced 
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in  military  affairs  and  conditions.  One  or  two,  speaking  from  memory  only  and 
possibly  biased  by  my  refusal  to  accede  to  improper  demands,  have  taken  the  role 
of  fault-finders;  but  I  can  safely  leave  the  facts  to  the  thousands  of  others  who  felt 
that  they  had  been  most  courteously  and  fairly  treated,  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
trying  times,  and  particularly  to  the  judgment  of  distinguished  and  experienced 
officers  on  the  spot  capable  of  judging  accurately. 

I  am  thus  particular  in  these  matters  in  order  that  gentlemen  sitting  on  a  high 
tribunal  in  a  great  case  may  not  pass  judgment  on  any  extract  of  evidence  or 
give  vent  to  expressions  whereby  an  officer's  character  might  be  injured  before 
the  evidence  shall  all  be  in. 

I  therefore,  in  regard  to  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Weaver,  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  request  that  the  following  disinterested  witnesses  of  the  interview  in 
question  may  be  called  before  your  commission,  viz,  H.  C.  Adler,  of  the  Chatta- 
nooga Times,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.;  E.  E.  Betts,  chief  engineer,  Chickamauga  Park, 
Georgia;  H.  W.  Bennett  and  James  Seymour,  No.  414  Pullman  Building,  Chicago, 
HI.,  and  Allen  Dewey,  No.  4155  Lake  avenue,  Chicago,  111. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  C.  Lee, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  16, 1898. 
Gen.  James  A.  Beaver, 

Military  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  The  inclosed  clipping,  sent  out  by  the  Associated  Press  to  all  the 
newspapers  of  the  United  States,  caught  my  eye  this  morning,  and  being  some- 
what familiar  with  the  matter  in  question,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you. 
With  the  knowledge  of  the  full  circumstances  before  you,  I  am  sure  your  remarks 
concerning  Colonel  Lee  will  be  found  to  have  been  uncalled  for. 

Dr.  Weaver  related  his  difficulties  in  securing  tents  for  the  regimental  hospital,  and  he  said  that 
in  one  case  Chief  Quartermaster  Lee  had  refused  to  allow  the  regiment  to  have  a  tent  which  was 
stored  and  which  was  its  property.  Colonel  Lee  said  the  tent  could  not  be  taken  out  except 
in  the  proper  military  manner,  but  the  regiment  had  never  been  able  to  ascertain  what  he 
required  and  had  never  secured  the  tent.  The  defect  was  supplied  by  taking  the  officers'  mess 
tent  for  hospital  purposes. 

In  this  connection  Governor  Beaver  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  conduct  on  the  part  of 
Colonel  Lee  was  an  outrage,  and  he  said  the  only  mistake  that  the  doctor  and  his  colonel  had 
made  was  that  "they  had  not  taken  the  colonel  by  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  kicked  him  out  of 
the  camp.'1 

Dr.  Weaver  said  he  had  been  the  only  surgeon  on  duty  with  his  regiment,  the  other  two  being 
detailed  to  other  service.  He  had  been  on  duty  as  long  as  forty-two  hours  at  a  time,  but  he  had 
never  made  any  complaint,  because  it  was  generally  known  that  the  surgeons  in  the  regiments 
were  overworked.  The  witness  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  hospital  facilities  should  be 
furnished  by  the  Government. 

On  the  day  that  the  demand  was  made  by  Dr.  Weaver,  of  the  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Colonel  Daugherty,  commanding  that  regiment,  for  the  company  tent, 
I  happened  to  have  some  business  with  Colonel  Lee  and  was  present  during  the 
entire  interview,  and  my  recollection  of  it  is  as  follows: 

I  was  sitting  in  Colonel  Lee's  tent,  talking  over  a  matter  of  business  with  him, 
when  Colonel  Daugherty  and  Dr.  Weaver  entered.  In  a  very  blustering  manner 
a  demand  was  made  by  Colonel  Daugherty  for  more  hospital  tents.  Colonel  Lee 
replied  that  he  was  unable  to  furnish  any  more,  not  having  any  on  hand,  but  that 
more  were  on  the  way.  Colonel  Daugherty  evidently  disbelieved  this  and  insisted 
on  being  furnished  with  some  more.  Colonel  Lee  told  him  it  was  impossible  to 
accommodate  him.     For  some  reason  or  other,  Colonel  Daugherty  waxed  wroth 
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at  this  and  indulged  in  quite  a  little  unparliamentary  language  and  then  made  a 
demand  for  the  company  tent  which  was  stored  in  a  warehouse  in  Chattanooga. 
Colonel  Lee  told  him  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  furnish  him  with  this;  that  even 
if  he  were  so  inclined  it  would  perhaps  take  a  week  to  get  it,  and  that  it  would  cost 
the  Government  considerable  money  to  get  it  out,  as  it  was  stored  in  such  man- 
ner as  to  compel  the  handling  of  an  immense  amount  of  stuff  before  it  could  be 
reached.  This  caused  Colonel  Daugherty  to  indulge  in  some  more  unparliamentary 
language,  under  which  Colonel  Lee  found  it  somewhat  difficult  to  contain  him- 
self,  and,  as  a  result  of  considerable  abuse,  Colonel  Lee  went  to  his  books,  turned 
to  the  page  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  informed  Colonel  Daugherty  that 
all  the  hospital  tents  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania  were  entitled  to  had  already  been 
furnished  them,  and  that  having  their  full  quota  he  could  issue  them  no  more. 
Colonel  Daugherty  again  indulged  himself,  and  Colonel  Lee,  unable  to  contain 
himself  any  longer,  rose  from  his  seat,  walked  around  the  table  to  the  side  on 
which  Colonel  Daugherty  and  Dr.  Weaver  were  standing,  and  in  a  very  emphatic 
manner  told  them  that  if  the  hospital  tents  already  furnished  the  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania were  put  to  the  use  they  were  intended  for,  and  not  used  as  officers'  quarters, 
he  believed  they  would  find  sufficient  accommodation  in  them  for  all  the  sick  of 
the  regiment.  This  seemed  to  be  a  clincher  for  the  colonel  and  doctor  of  the 
Ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  they,  making  no  reply  to  Colonel  Lee,  both  left  the  tent, 
and  that  closed  the  incident. 

This  I  witnessed  and,  if  necessary,  will  make  an  affidavit  to  it.     I  merely  write 
this,  however,  not  as  against  Dr.  Weaver  or  Colonel  Daugherty,  but  that  no 
wrong  impression  should  grow  out  of  this  incident  derogatory  to  Colonel  Lee. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

H.  C.  Adler, 
Assistant  Manager  Chattanooga  Times, 


Tentage— First  Division,  First  Army  Corps  hospital,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Chiekamauga  Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 
No. 

Date  of 

receipt 

of  requi 

sition. 

Date 
ordered 
issued. 

Tents. 

Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition. 

Hos- 
pital. 

Extra 
hospital- 
tent 
flies. 

Boards. 

Scant- 
ling. 

May  17  a 

74 
341 
636 
890 
89* 
2,449 

L. B  2 101 

May  17a 
June   4 
June  15 
June  23 
....do... 
Aug.  24 
(c) 

May  17 
June   4 
June  15 
June  23 
...do... 

Number. 

10 

1 

6 

7 

Number. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

June  4 

660 

154 

Nodate  

Do 

June23     

303 
855 
914 

6192 

August  19 

Aug.  24 
Sept.  8 

3,000 
5,000 

346 

Total 

24 

8,660 

692 

a  Letter.    Request  of  Asst.  Surg  W.  J.  Wakemau  of  May  17,  1898. 

6  To  make  shade  for  sick. 

c  Verbal  request,  Capt  H  P.  Young,  assistant  quartermaster  volunteers. 

average  amount  ot  lumber  furnished  per  tent  (after  deducting  that  supplied  to  make 
shade  for  sick)  Feet. 

Boards 361 

Scantling 21 

Allowance  per  tent — 

Boards 203 

Scantling 47 
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B. 

Tentage — Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps  hospital,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 

No. 

Date  of 
receipt 
of  requi- 
sition. 

Date  or- 
dered 
issued. 

Tents. 

Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition. 

Hos- 
pital. 

Extra 
hospital- 
tent 
flies. 

Boards. 

Scant- 
ling. 

June  1 

303 
304 
841 
1517 
1663 
1973 
3080 
3167 
2362 
2363 
2401 

June  2 
.--.do.-- 

June  3 
....do... 
June  33 
July  13 
July  18 
Aug.    1 
Aug.   5 
Aug  10 
Aug.  18 

Number. 

Number. 

Feet. 
8,000 

Feet. 
2,500 

Do... 

12 

a9 

2 

10 

No  date 

June22 
July  12 
July  18 
Aug.   1 
Aug.   5 
Aug.  10 
Aug.  18 

Do 

July  18 

July  30 

August  3 

1,000 

300 

17 

August  7 

3,000 

1,000 

August  18 

6 

August  17 

4,000 

1,500 

August  19 

Aug.  30 

Aug.  20 

10 

Total 

66 

16,000 

5,300 

' " 

a  12  asked  for.    Allowance  made  according  to  chief  surgeon's  schedule. 
Average  amount  of  lumber  furnished  per  tent: 


Boards. 


Feet. 
..  242 


}<n 


Scantling 

Allowance  per  tent- 
Boards 203 

Scantling » 47 


Tentage — Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps  hospital,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 

No. 

Date  of 
receipt 
of  requi- 
sition. 

Date 
ordered 
issued. 

Tents. 

Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition 

Hos- 
pital. 

Extra 
hospital- 
tent 
flies. 

Boards. 

Scant- 
ling. 

June  2 

316 

317 

341 

549 

624 

808 

1298 

1515 

1518 

1792 

1911 

1966 

2017 

2064 

2408 

2511 

2439 

2438 

June   2 
....do.  . 

June  3 
.  do 

Number. 
12 

Number. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Do 

a6,000 

1,250 

June  4 

June  4 
June  13 
June  15 
June  21 
July    4 
July  12 

June  4 
June  13 
June  15 
June  33 
July    4 
July  13 

"July  32" 
July  27 
Aug.   1 
Aug.   3 
Aug.   5 
Aug.  20 
Aug.  30 
Aug.  23 

1 
1 

No  date 

June  15. 

209 

6750 

1,120 

June  20... 

c8 
8 

Nodate 

July  11 

1,500 

350 

July  12 

3 

July  21 

July  22 
July  27 
July  31 
Aug.   3 
Aug.    4 
Aug.  20 
Aug  30 
Aug.  23 

8 

July  26 

701 

1,550 

327 

July  29 

8 

August  3 

3,520 

5,500 

746 

25 

45 

20 

5 

1,166 

Nodate 

August  30 

August  23 ... 

1 

1,350 

298 

Total 

136 

9 

30,170 

5,257 

1 

a  8,000  feet  boards  and  2,500  feet  scantling  asked  for.    Modified  by  authority  of  General  Brooke. 

63,500  feet  boards  and  1,500  feet  scantling  asked  for.  Modified,  there  being  but  14  tents  on  hand 
at  date  of  requisition,  and  6,000  feet  boards  and  1,250  feet  scantling  previously  supplied. 

c  10  asked  for.  Modified  in  accordance  with  chief  surgeon's  schedule.  If  insufficient,  report 
to  be  made.    No  report  received. 

Average  amount  of  lumber  furnished  per  tent:  Feet. 

Boards 148 

Scantling 38 

Allowance  per  tent — 

Boards 203 

Scantling. 47 

As  asked  for,  except  as  above  modified  and  explained. 
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Tentage — Reserve  Hospital  and  Ambulance  Company,  First  Army  Corps,  Camp 
George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 

No. 

Date  of 
receipt 
of  requi- 
sition. 

Date 
ordered 
issued. 

Tents.                     Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition. 

Hos- 
pital. 

Extra 

hospital  - 

tent 

flies. 

Board. 

Scant- 
ling. 

417 

418 
677 
678 
1368 
1408 

June   7 
....do... 

June   7 
....do... 

Number. 
14 

Number. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

a  1,500 

400 

June  17 
....do... 
July    6 
July   8 

June  17 
..  do.  . 

12 

Do 

243 

2,500 

400 

No  date... 

July    7 
July    9 
May  29 

33 
6 

1 

July  8  .. 

100 

Total 

66 

4,000 

800 

a  For  sinks. 

Average  amount  of  lumber  furnished  per  tent  (after  deducting  that  supplied  for  sinks):    Feet. 

Boards 40 

Scantling 6 

Allowance  per  tent- 
Boards 203 

Scantling 47 

E. 

Tentage — First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps  hospital,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 

No. 

Date  of 
receipt 
of  requi- 
sition. 

Tents.                    Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition. 

Date 
ordered 
issued. 

Hos- 
pital. 

Extra 

hospital- 

tent 

flies. 

Boards. 

Scant- 
ling. 

No  date 

194 

496 
531 

785 

May  27 
June  2 
June  13 
June  20 
June  24 
July    3 
July  18 
July  23 

Aug.   4 
Aug.  8 
Aug.  11 
July  26 
Aug.  11 

May  27 
June  15 
June  13 
June  20 
June  24 
July    3 
July  19 
July  23 

Number. 
a  16 

^5 

Number. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Do 

216 

June  10 

750 

250 

June  20 

2 

June  22 

June  30 

920 
1262 
1673 

309 

1,000 

233 

42 
11 

July  15 

July21 1812 

671 
671 

2,500 
2,000 

466 

Do 

1813 

373 

August  2 

2042 
2153 
2176 
1900 
2189 

Aug.   4 
Aug.  9 
Aug.  11 
July  26 
Aug.  11 

3 

No  date 

755 

3,500 

800 

August  8 

10 

10 
9 

July26 

August  11 

10,000 

2,000 

Total 

99 

19 

19,750 

4,122 

a  33  called  for.    Reduced  on  recommendation  of  Colonel  Hartsuff ,  chief  surgeon. 

b  10  called  for.  Modification  under  authority  of  General  Brooke.  Delay  between  June  2,  date 
of  receipt  of  requisition,  and  June  15,  date  ordered  issued,  caused  by  return  thereof  for  explana- 
tion and  reference  to  General  Brooke  for  instructions. 


Average  amount  of  lumber  furnished  per  tent:  Feet. 

Boards. 200 

Scantling ._ 42 

Allowance  per  tent- 
Boards. 203 

Scantling 47 
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Tentage- 


-Seconcl  Division,  Third  Army  Corps  hospital,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 
No. 

Date  of 
receipt 
of  requi- 
sition. 

Date 
ordered 
issued. 

Tents. 

Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition. 

Hos- 
pital, 

Extra 
hospital- 
tent 
flies. 

Boards. 

Scant- 
ling. 

329 

824 
842 
1357 
1443 
1554 
1556 
1817 
1958 
1959 
2016 
2234 
2229 

(c) 
2232 

(«) 
(e) 

(e) 
2520 

June  2 
June  21 
June  22 
July    6 
July  10 
July  14 

June  6 
June  22 
June  22 
July    6 
cJuly  17 
July  14 

Number. 

a  20 

1 

Number. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

June  16 - 

Do -. 

297 

■  5,500 

61,200 

July4 

Julyl 

July  12  -... 

July  11 

12 
3 

d2.000 
5,000 

673 

1,000 

July  22 

July  23 
July  30 

Aug.    3 
Aug.  13 

July  23 
July  30 

12 
10 

July  28 

July  27 

August  3 

709 

2,200 

1,000 

Aug.   3 
Aug.  13 

10 

20 

August  11  _ --. 

August  9 

4,500 
13,000 
d 1,600 

933 

6,000 
750 

866 

777 
781 
817 
853 

Aug.  26 
Aug.  13 

Do   .. 

Aug.  13 

6 

Aug.  18 
Aug.  23 
Aug.  31 

750 

1,500 

500 

August  14 

Aug.  31 

2 

Total 

96 

35,200 

12,133 

a  33  asked  for.  Reduction  on  approval  Colonel  Hartsuff,  chief  surgeon.  Delay  between  June 
2  and  6  caused  by  reference  to  chief  surgeon. 

62,000  feet  scantling  asked  for. 

c  Delay  between  July  10,  date  of  receipt  of  requisition,  and  July  17  caused  by  reference  to  chief 
surgeon  for  approval. 

d  For  sinks. 

e  Request  of  acting  assistant  quartermaster  of  hospital. 


Average  amount  of  lumber  per  tent  (after  deducting  that  supplied  for  sinks): 
Boards - 


Feet. 
...  330 


119 


Scantling 

Allowance  per  tent: 

Boards... 203 

Scantling 47 


G. 

Tentage — Sternberg  United  States  Field  Hospital,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chicka- 
mauga Park,  Georgia,  1898. 


Requisi- 
tion 
No. 

Order 
No.' 

Date  of 

receipt 
of  requi- 
sition. 

Date 
ordered 
issued. 

Tents. 

Lumber. 

Date  of  requisition. 

Hos- 
pital. 

Extra 
hospital- 
tent 
flies. 

Boards.   &gnfc 

No  date 

2132 
(a) 
2382 
2430 
2627 

Aug.   8 

Aug.   8 
Aug.   9 
Aug.  19 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  30 

Number. 

3 

100 

30 

50 

Number. 

Feet.     1   Feet. 

750 

Aug  19 
Aug.  22 
Sept.  30 

100 

September  30 

2, 500  1         500 
640.000  [    68,000 

Total 

183 

100 

42,500        8,500 

a  Verbal  request  of  Surg.  R.  E.  Giffln,  United  States  Volunteers,  in  charge  of  hospital. 
6  By  purchase. 

Average  amount  of  lumber  furnished  per  tent:  Feet. 

Boards 232 

Scantling 47 

Allowance  per  tent— 

Boards 203 

Scantling 47 
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H. 


Tentage  in  possession  of  troops  at  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park, 

Georgia. 


Organizations. 


Tentage. 


Hospi- 
tal. 


Wall. 


Conical. 


Common 
with 
wall. 


Third  United  States  "Volunteer  Cavalry 

First  District  of  Columbia  Volunteer  Infantry 

One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry -  - 

One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry - 

One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana  Volunteer  In- 
fantry..  

First  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry 

First  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  a 

Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  .  - 

Twenty-first  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry 

Second  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fifth  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fifth  Maryland  Volunteer  Infantry 

Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry 

Thirty-first  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry 

Twelfth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fourteenth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry 

Eighth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

T wel  f th  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fourteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

Second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

Ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Inf antrv 

First  New  Hampshire  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  b 

Second  Nebraska  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry - 

Second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

Sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 

Third  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 

Ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 

Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Vermont  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry 

Third  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry 

Second  Arkansas  Volunteer  Infantry 

Fifty-second  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Mississippi  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry 

Second  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry 

Third  Kentucky  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry  c 

First  South  Carolina  Volunteer  Infantry 

First  Georgia  Volunteer  Infantry 

Sixth  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry 


Total. 


Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Light  Battery  Artillery. . . 
Twenty-eighth  Indiana  Light  Battery  Artillery  .... 
A,  Illinois  Light  Battery  Artillery 

A,  Missouri  Light  Battery  Artillery 

Fourth  Ohio  Light  Battery  Artillery,  A,  C,  Gr,  H... 

B,  Pennsylvania  Light  Battery  Artillery 

A,  Georgia  Light  Battery  Artillery 

B,  Georgia  Light  Battery  Artillery 

Artillery  Brigade 

Cavalry  Brigade  e 


No. 


10 


2 

6 

dl7 


224 


No. 
37 
56 

32 

36 

55 

41 

32 

127 

38 

36 

36 

37 

36 

43 

76 

232 

141 

182 

31 

"  145 

45 


Number. 


306 
143 
31 
34 
67 
213 
70 
37 
64 
32 


37 
41 

276 
Ti 

209 

280 
39 
36 
37 

115 
45 

11(3 
40 
31 
42 
4 
41 


12 


Number. 
271 
270 

183 

162 


402 

166 

213 

339 

17 

328 

318 

332 

348 

283 

7 

201 

89 

25 


93 
110 


it; 


90 


448 


10 


Grand  total. 


237 


4,154 


466 


101 
225 
189 
326 
136 

89 
340 
240 
355 
183 
326 
317 
335 
348 

16 
267 


318 
329 
435 
341 
248 
204 
341 
188 
13 
54 
378 
284 
264 


11,608 


21 


132 
2 
44 
44 
14 
7 


11,922 


a  980  men.  c  Two  troops,  A  and  B. 

b  8  troops.  d  Twelve  for  hospital. 

e  Cavalry  brigade  had  regimental  hospitals. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Tents. 

Lumber. 

Hos. 
pital. 

Extra 
hospital- 
tent 
flies. 

Boards. 

Scant- 
ling. 

First  Division,  First  Army  Corps  hospital 

Number. 
24 
66 
136 
66 
99 
96 
183 
237 

Number. 

Feet. 

8,660 
16,000 
20,170 

4,000 
19,750 
35,200 
42,500 

Feet. 
692 

Second  Division,  First  Army  Corps  hospital  . 

5,300 
5,257 

800 

Third  Divison,  First  Army  Corps  hospital 

9 

Reserve  hospital,  First  Army  Corps    . . 

First  Division,  Third  Army  Corps  hospital . .   

19 

4,122 

Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps  hospital-.. 

12,133 

8,500 

Sternberg  United  States  Field  Hospital 

100 

Organizations 

Total 

907 

128 

146,280 

36,804 

Note.— These  tables  do  not  include  3  carloads  of  lumber  donated  to  the  hospital  by  the  park 
commissioners. 


J. 

Summary  of  record  of  requisitions  for  First  and  Third  Corps  hospitals  at  Camp 
George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  and  action  thereon  by  the  chief 
quartermaster,  Col.  J.  G.  O.  Lee,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  United  States 
Army. 


Organizations. 

Same  day 
received. 

Over  one 
day. 

Over  more 

than  one 

day. 

Total. 

FIRST  CORPS. 

First  Division 

7 

11 
15 

5 

7 

Second  Division . 

11 

Third  Division 

3 
2 

18 

7 

Total 

38 

5 

43 

THIRD  CORPS. 

First  Division 

11 

16 

2 

1 

a2 

14 

19 

Total 

27 

3 

3 

33 

5 

5 

70 

8 

3 

81 

a  Explained 


J  2. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  15, 1898. 
Major-General  Brooke, 

Commanding  troops  at  Chickamauga,  Battlefield  Station,  Georgia: 
Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  tentage  incoming  troops  will  be  reduced  to  field 
allowance,  and  this  will  be  the  rule  in  camp  until  supply  will  admit  of  greater 
extravagance.     Secretary  War  desires  that  you  have  this  given  in  charge  of  care- 
ful and  painstaking  officer  to  see  that  it  is  rigidly  enforced. 
By  order  Secretary  War: 

H.  C.  Corbin, 
Adjutant-General. 
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Headquarters  Provisional  Corps, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  15, 1898. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  the  chief  quartermaster  for  his  information  and  guidance. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Brooke: 

M.  V.  Sheridan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
True  copy: 

Thomas  F.  Barr, 

Assistant  Judge-Advocate-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


J  3. 


Hdqrs.  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 

Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  2,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  First  Army  Corps 

and  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia. 
Sir:  There  is  much  uncertainty  in  this  office  as  to  what  issues  to  make  of  hos- 
pital tents  to  regiments,  and  I  respectfully  request  that  the  Medical  Department 
may  indicate  its  wishes  in  the  matter  definitely,  whether  each  regiment  should 
have  2,  3,  or  4  hospital  tents  within  its  own  keeping  or  not. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  C.  Lee, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Quartermaster. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulp, 

Office  of  Chief  Surgeon, 

Camp  George  H.  Tliomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  2,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  misunderstanding  as  to  the  amount  of  hospital  tentage  allowed  a  regiment  arises  as  fol- 
lows: Until  a  regiment  becomes  a  part  of  a  division  where  a  hospital  is  established  it  has  to 
take  care  of  its  own  sick,  and  then,  perhaps,  needs  3  hospital  tents  for  the  sick.  When  in  a 
division  with  a  division  hospital  the  seriously  sick  should  be  transferred  to  the  division  hospital, 
and  then  1  hospital  tent  for  the  sick  is  enough.  The  First  Division,  First  Corps,  has  a  hospital 
and  the  hospital  tents  for  sick  in  that  division  should  be  reduced  to  1  for  each  regiment.  The 
Second  Division,  First  Corps,  and  the  First  Division  of  the  Third  Corps  will  have  hospitals 
to-morrow,  and  then  the  regimental  hospital  tentage  in  those  divisions  should  be  reduced  as 
recommended  above  in  First  Division  of  First  Corps.  Where  no  division  hospital  is  yet  estab- 
lished the  regiment  must  care  for  its  own  sick,  as  stated,  and  then  needs  3  hospital  tents. 

A.  Hartsuff, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  3,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  chief  quartermaster,  approved  as  recommended  by  the  chief 
surgeon. 
By  command  of.  Major-General  Brooke. 

M.  V.  Sheridan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
True  copy: 

Thomas  F.  Barr, 

Assistant  Judge-Advocate-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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K. 

Lytle  P.  O.,  Walker  County,  Ga.,  June  10, 1898. 
******* 

I  have  been  watching  everything  connected  with  the  organization  here  since 
the  middle  of  April  with  intense  interest  and  the  keenest  desire  to  see  it  go  all 
right.  The  work,  from  General  Brooke  down,  has  been  as  efficient  and  energetic  as 
human  endurance  is  capable  of,  and  in  spite  of  all  the  sensational  or  ignorant  or 
lying  publications  has  been  eminently  successful.  No  army  was  ever  in  better 
condition,  counted  as  an  army  organization  for  war.  If  it  is  discussed  as  a  kind 
of  church  picnic  it  certainly  is  not  a  success. 

Of  all  the  officers  in  the  staff  corps  who  have  contributed  to  this  result  by  un- 
ceasing, able,  and  efficient  work  Colonel  Lee  ranks  all — good  as  the  rest  are, 

untiring  as  they  are,  and  efficient  as  they  are  and  have  been. 

*  *****  * 

H.  V.  BOYNTON. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  and  Dept.  of  the  Gulf, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  June  16,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:    *    *    *    The  services  of  Colonel  Lee  during  the  last  two  months  have 
been  remarkable  for  their  efficiency,  and  they  evidence  his  general  high  standing 
in  the  Department  and  his  grasp  of  the  situation. 

*  ****** 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


M. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.  ,  August  2, 1898. 

I  write  this  letter  to  you  in  regard  to  Colonel  Lee  because  you  have  known  him 
through  the  better  part  of  your  life,  and  have  known  all  about  him  since  his 
entrance  into  the  Army. 

As  you  know,  I  have  observed  him  closely,  and  had  the  best  opportunities  for 
such  observation  ever  since  the  regular  troops  began  to  arrive  here  in  April  last. 
The  success  of  this  camp  and  its  organization,  which  went  on  throughout  so 
splendidly  under  General  Brooke,  was  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  able  officers 
upon  his  staff,  and  among  all  these  no  one  had  so  wide  a  range  of  duties  or  dis- 
charged them  with  such  persistent  attention  and  efficiency  and  success  as 
Colonel  Lee. 

I  understand  that  he  is  second  on  the  list  of  colonels.  While  I  am  not  thoroughly 
informed  in  regard  to  the  methods  which  govern  promotions  in  the  staff,  it  seems 
to  me  that  an  officer  of  his  ability,  energy,  and  most  commendable  effort  during 
all  the  emergencies  which  have  arisen  here  in  dealing  with  such  large  bodies  of 
men  is  quite  as  much  entitled  to  advancement,  although  he  has  had  no  such 
opportunities  for  what  is  regarded  as  brilliant  service  before  the  public  as  those 
who  have  fought  our  remarkable  battles.  Still,  everyone  acquainted  with  the 
requirements  that  go  to  make  up  an  army  knows  that  the  firing  line  can  not  be 
an  efficient  element  unless  the  quartermaster,  commissary,  and  ordnance  depart- 
ments by  excellent  work  enables  it  to  become  so. 

I  write  this  because  my  daily  chances  for  observation  since  the  earliest  days  of 
the  war  have  made  it  so  thoroughly  apparent  to  me  that  Colonel  Lee*s  brilliant 


CAMP    THOMAS,    CHICKAMAUGA    PARK,    GEORGIA.  305 

and  effective  work  should  bring  him  reward  here,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that,  except 
in  making  it  possible  to  send  out  well-equipped  troops,  he  has  had  little  to  do  with 
matters  at  the  front. 

******* 

H.  V.    BOYNTON. 


N. 

Headquarters  Thirty-first  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  August  8,  1898. 
Maj.  Geo.  H.  Hopkins,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Major:  After  you  left  here  I  thought  over  what  you  said  when  you 
asked  me  how  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  various  departments  had  attended  to 
the  equipping,  arming,  and  feeding  of  the  troops  here. 

From  your  remarks  I  inferred  that  perhaps  you  had  received  erroneous  impres- 
sions regarding  the  management  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  correct  these.  Whatever  shortcomings  there  may  have  been  in  any 
department,  all  regimental  commanders  will  say  that  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, under  Colonel  Lee,  worked  night  and  day  to  supply  the  needs  of  the 
troops.  Of  course  we  all  know  that  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  things  here, 
as  some  things  still  had  to  be  manufactured.  It  is  very  unusual  to  see  a  full 
colonel  sitting  at  his  desk  from  7  a.  m.  often  until  11  p.  m.,  waiting  personally 
upon  lieutenants  and  regimental  quartermasters,  and  taking  infinite  pains  to 
instruct  them  in  how  to  make  out  papers  properly.  If  there  was  any  trouble  in 
the  quartermaster's  department,  it  surely  did  not  come  because  Lee  did  not  work 
hard  and  do  all  he  could.  I  believe  it  due  to  Colonel  Lee  that  you  should 
know  this. 

Very  respectfully,  Cornelius  Gardener, 

Colonel  Thirty-first  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry. 


O. 

Headquarters  Ninth  Regiment  Infantry, 

New  York  Volunteers, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  10,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  As  my  regiment  is  about  to  leave  this  camp  for  its  home  station  for  the 
purpose  of  being  mustered  out  of  the  service,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
the  deep  sense  of  obligation  I  owe  to  certain  officers  of  the  staff  corps  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties,  in  so  far  as  my  regiment  is  con- 
cerned, and  for  the  invaluable  assistance  they  have  been  to  me  in  helping  me, 
with  both  advice  and  instruction,  in  the  proper  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
the  regiment.  Although  I  have  served  for  nineteen  years  in  the  National  Guard 
of  my  own  State,  I  found  that  there  was  much  to  learn,  and  likewise  much  to 
unlearn;  and  I  availed  myself,  on  every  possible  opportunity,  of  the  chance  of 
obtaining  the  instruction  of  those  so  competent  to  assist  me;  and  it  is  both  a 
pleasure  and  a  duty  for  me  to  inform  you  that  though  the  time  were  never  so 
inopportune  nor  their  duties  too  pressing  but  they  cheerfully  and  gladly  gave  me 
all  the  assistance  desired,  and  with  the  utmost  courtesy.  It  has  been  a  liberal 
education  to  me  to  be  thrown  in  contact  with  officers  who  could  be  so  patient  and 
forbearing  with  the  ignorance  and,  at  times,  inexcusable  mistakes  of  us  volunteers. 
Inasmuch  as  few  of  us,  regulars  and  volunteers,  have  escaped  harsh  criticism 
7833 20 
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in  many  quarters,  I  feel  it  but  just  that  those  who  have  done  so  much  for  the 
comfort  and  well-being  of  my  regiment  should  receive  this  expression  of  my 
thanks  and  gratitude,  and  to  Col.  James  G.  C.  Lee,  chief  quartermaster;  Capts. 
Daniel  E.  McCarthy  and  M.  G.  Zalinski,  his  able  assistants,  and  Lieut.  J.  M. 
Arrasmith,  depot  commissary,  I  owe  more  than  I  can  express  in  this  communi- 
cation. 

Capt.  F.  P.  Fremont,  Second  United  States  Infantry,  who  was  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  either  the  division  or  the  brigade  to  which  my  regiment  was 
attached  during  the  entire  time  of  our  service,  has  likewise  been  our  good  friend 
and  counselor;  and  I  have  always  found  him  more  than  willing  to  do  anything  in 
his  power  to  help  us.  He  has,  times  without  number,  instructed  me  and  my  officers 
individually,  and  frequently,  at  my  request,  has  he  given  us  instruction  as  a 
body. 

By  their  work  here,  General,  has  each  one  of  these  officers  won  all  the  consid- 
eration and  reward  that  the  Administration  can  give  him,  and  to  none  will  it 
carry  greater  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  good  work  has  brought 
its  deserved  recognition  than  to  the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  James  Greene, 
Colonel  Ninth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

True  extract  copies: 
Thomas  F.  Barr, 

Assistant  Judge- Advocate-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


REPORT  ON  CONDITIONS  SURROUNDING  SECOND  UNITED  STATES  CAVALRY  DURING 
THE  PERIOD  OF  THE  WAR. 

Headquarters  Second  United  States  Cavalry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  13,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
SiR:  In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  telegram  of  September  7, 
1898,  from  your  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  concerning  supplies 
furnished  this  regiment  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain: 

Quartermaster  supplies  were  good  in  quality  and  ample  in  quantity,  with  the 
following  exceptions: 

Clothing  issued  was  not  adapted  to  the  climate  of  Tampa.  No  khaki  uniforms 
were  issued  while  in  the  South.  Some  of  the  canvas  was  of  light  weight  and 
inferior  quality. 
Two  troops  (L  and  M)  were  not  provided  with  mounts  until  August  5,  1898. 
Subsistence  supplies  were  as  a  rule  good  in  quality  and  ample  in  quantity. 
Some  difficulty  was  occasionally  experiened  in  securing  rations  at  the  proper 
time. 

Medical  supplies  were  limited  until  about  August  1 ;  thereafter  plentiful.  Only 
one  medical  officer  with  the  regiment  from  June  13  to  August  4,  a  period  of  much 
sickness.    At  other  times  medical  services  sufficient. 

Ordnance  supplies  were  difficult  to  obtain.  Troops  L  and  M  have  not  yet  been 
fully  equipped  with  ordnance  stores. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  M.  Wallace, 

Major,  Second  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


CAMP   THOMAS,    CH1CKAMAUGA   PARK,    GEORGIA.  307 

EEPOET  ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  FIFTH  OHIO  VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  September  17,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Complying  with  request  of  September  7,  1898,  for  information  regarding 
supplies,  etc.,  for  troops,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  our  subsistence  was 
always  plentiful  and  rarely  of  inferior  quality.  Clothing  was  fair,  but  I  have  not 
been  able  to  replace  shoes,  trousers,  and  hose  worn  out  in  the  past  six  weeks. 
The  supply  of  tentage  was  limited,  otherwise  camp  and  garrison  equipment  was 
properly  supplied.  Fortunately  our  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  stores  was 
never  lacking,  except  cots  at  Fernandina,  Fla.  Our  medical  officers  and  hospital 
stewards  were  satisfactory  and  performed  their  work  well.  Oftentimes  privates 
of  the  hospital  corps  were  not  obtainable  for  the  proper  care  of  the  sick,  so  that 
privates  of  the  companies  were  detailed  for  the  purpose,  and  performed  their 
duties  satisfactorily. 

Daniel  C.  Stearns, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 


.  REPORT  ON  GENERAL  HOSPITAL  AT  FORT  McPHERSON,  GA. 

United  States  Army  General  Hospital, 

Fort  McPherson,  Oa.,  September  19,  1898. 
The  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Surgeon-General,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  covering  the  principal  events  of 
this  general  hospital  and  embodying  statistics  of  the  same. 

This  hospital  may  be  said  to  have  begun  its  existence  on  the  14th  of  May  last, 
when  the  first  train  load  of  patients  arrived  from  Tampa,  Fla.  The  principal 
sources  of  foreign  supply  were  the  camps  at  Tampa,  with  one  train  load  from 
Chickamauga  and  two  from  Fernandina. 

Until  the  latter  part  of  August  there  were  from  2,000  to  3,800  recruits  for  the 
Regular  Army  here,  from  whom  some  of  the  cases  of  sickness  were  derived. 
Later  many  of  these  were  sent  in  from  the  camps  at  Lithia  Springs,  Newnan, 
Ga.,  and  Waco,  Ga. 

At  first  my  resources  were  limited  and  supplies  hard  to  obtain,  but  of  late 
everything  has  been  abundant  and  authority  given  for  the  purchase  of  needed 
articles,  not  obtainable  in  time  by  requisition.  I  may  say  that  this  hospital  is 
now  fitted  up  as  well  as  could  be  desired. 

The  general  mess  hall  is  used  to  feed  patients  on  full  diet,  hospital  corps  men, 
and  the  trained  nurses  and  employees.  Besides  I  have  a  "  special  diet"  kitchen 
in  each  building — four  in  all — superintended  by  a  trained  female  nurse.  One  of 
these  kitchens  was  managed  up  to  a  few  days  since  by  some  of  the  Atlanta  ladies 
belonging  to  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  but  for  lack  of  funds 
was  closed,  and  I  took  charge  of  it  myself.  These  ladies  also  ran  a  convalescent 
kitchen,  for  which  I  am  much  indebted  to  them. 

Chaplain  Nave  and  his  wife  have  also  run  a  convalescent  kitchen  ever  since  the 
hospital  was  established  in  a  set  of  officers'  quarters  and  have  done  most  excellent 
work. 

The  results  obtained  here  in  the  treatment  of  fevers  are  very  good  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  majority  of  the  typnoid  cases  came  here  at  the  end  of  the 
second  and  middle  of  the  third  week  on  the  verge  of  perforative  peritonitis  and 
hemorrhage,  after  a  long  and  tedious  journey.    A  fuller  report  will  be  made  later 


308        INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

embodying  these  facts  as  shown  by  the  records;  certainly  a  notable  percentage  of 
typhoid  cases  unloaded  here  died  within  thirty-six  hours  after  admission  and  a 
still  larger  number  within  a  week. 

Every  sanitary  precaution  possible  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  dissemination 
of  the  typhoid  germs,  and  notwithstanding  the  unsanitary  conditions  caused  by 
the  presence  of  a  large  body  of  uninstructed  recruits  the  number  of  typhoid  cases 
developed  among  them  has  been  very  small. 

In  every  case  it  has  been  impossible  to  trace  causes,  as  just  across  the  railroad 
there  is  quite  a  settlement  full  of  soldiers'  families  and  much  frequented  by  the 
garrison,  while  the  water  supply  consists  of  shallow  wells  contaminated  by  surface 
drainage  and  the  proximity  of  privies. 

Unless  other  sources  of  supply  should  materialize  this  hospital  can  be  closed  by 
the  middle  of  November  or  1st  of  December,  possibly  much  sooner. 

I  would  recommend,  however,  the  thorough  renovation  of  the  barracks  now  used 
as  a  hospital  before  troops  are  permitted  again  to  occupy  them. 

At  present  I  could  spare  4  contract  surgeons;  have  already  authorized  10  female 
nurses  to  be  transferred  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  on  request  of  the  Surgeon-General. 
Many  of  the  Hospital  Corps  men  are  asking  to  be  discharged,  but  can  not  spare 
many  at  present. 

My  milk  bill  *for  August  was  over  $1 ,300,  and  my  wash  bill  $668,  so  that  it  can  be 
seen  that  diet  for  the  sick  and  cleanliness  have  been  attended  to. 

In  this  connection  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  6f  War  to 
some  of  the  restrictions  placed  around  General  Order  No.  116  by  the  Commissary- 
General.  It  is  impossible  to  expend  all  of  the  60  cents  per  day,  and  equally  im- 
possible to  see  that  articles  bought  out  of  this  fund  are  not  to  some  extent  con- 
sumed by  the  nurses  and  Hospital  Corps  men,  when  all  are  fed  in  a  common 
mess  hall. 

It  would  be  much  better  and  more  practical  to  draw  only  30  cents  per  day  for 
every  sick  man,  and  put  no  restrictions  on  its  expenditure.  Medical  officers 
naturally  hesitate  to  make  any  free  use  of  this  fund  under  present  conditions 
for  fear  of  having  their  accounts  held  up  and  getting  themselves  into  trouble. 

The  following  statistics  speak  for  themselves,  notably  as  to  the  difference  in 
the  death  rate  between  regulars  and  volunteers. 

The  typhoid  treatment  here  has  been  the  "Brand  treatment,"  i.  e.,  "bathe  to 
reduce  the  temperature,  diet,  nursing,  and  very  little  medicine." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Blair  D.  Taylor. 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Commanding  General  Hospital. 


Data  for  report  called  for  in  telegram  from  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army, 

dated  September  19,  1898. 

Capacity,  beds 1,123 

Occupied  by  nurses,  Hospital  Corps  men,  etc 200 

Available  for  patients - 922 

Beds  occupied  by  patients  September  19,  1898.. _ 585 

Beds  vacant 337 

Admissions  since  May  14, 1898: 

Regulars 1, 499 

Volunteers 774 

Total 2,273 

Returned  to  duty: 

Regulars 428 

Volunteers —      102 

Total    530 
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Transferred  (convalescents) : 

Regulars - - - 126 

Volunteers - - - 90 

Total - J*}? 

Granted  furloughs: 

Regulars - - 409 

Volunteers 419 

Total - "~828 

Discharged  from  the  service: 

Regulars - - - - 28 

Volunteers.. — --       17 

Total - - -- - 45 

Deserted  (regulars) -  2 

Deaths: 

Regulars -  -  - 39 

Volunteers - - - 41 

Total  -. --- - - 80 

Percentage  of  deaths: 

Regulars 026 

Volunteers  - .  053 

Total -■--     .034 

Patients  disposed  of: 

Regulars 1,019 

Volunteers.... - - 669 

Total 1,688 

Patients  remaining: 

Regulars 480 

Volunteers - 105 

Total.. 585 

Wounded  (septicaemia;  deaths,  1) - 220 

Typhoid  (percent  .10;  deaths,  71) - 698 

Malarial  fevers  (deaths,  3) 673 

Dysentery  and  other  intestinal  diseases  (diarrhea;  deaths, 4) 108 

Venereal  diseases 113 

Rheumatism 45 

Measles 58 

Other  diseases  (pneumonia;  deaths,  1) 1 358 

Total.... 2,273 

Medical  officers  on  duty  September  19,  1898: 

Commissioned  (2  majors,  2  captains,  2  first  lieutenants,  1  major  volunteer  brigade 

surgeon) 6 

Contract  surgeons 8 

Total 11 

Hospital  Corps: 

Hospital  stewards : '..  3 

Acting  hospital  stewards 5 

Privates 112 

Total _ 120 

Hospital  matrons 2 

Female  nurses 71 

Other  civilian  employees  (cooks  and  laborers) 92 

Total  number  of  civilian  employees 165 

Diet  kitchens  (all  run  by  female  nurses) 4 

(One  convalescent  kitchen  run  by  the  chaplain,  under  auspices  of  the  Red  Cross.) 

Total  fever  cases 1,371 

Deaths 74 

Percent 053+ 

B.  D.  T. 
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REPORT  ON  AFFAIRS  OF  THE  FIFTIETH  IOWA  VOLUNTEERS. 

Headquarters  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  12,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  official  copy  of  telegram  dated  Washington,  D.  C, 
September  7,  1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  quantity  of  subsistence  furnished  the  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry 
has  been  ample.  The  quality  varied  during  the  first  sixty  days  Of  service,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  good,  with  very  few  exceptions. 

The  quality  of  clothing  issued  has  been  sufficient  (except  khaki).  The  dark 
blue  trousers  issued  were  inferior  quality,  some  of  them  being  rotten.  The 
khaki  uniforms  furnished  the  Fiftieth  Iowa  were  too  small  in  sizes,  so  that  about 
one-third  our  men  were  not  supplied. 

This  regiment  was  supplied  with  sufficient  number  of  medical  officers,  but 
medical  supplies  and  medicines  were  very  hard  to  get,  and  at  times  men  actually 
suffered  because  the  medical  officer  could  not  get  requisitions  for  supplies  filled. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  Lambert, 
Colonel,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry. 


CAMP    THOMAS. 


GEN.  H.  V.  BOYNTON,  CHAIRMAN  CHATTANOOGA  PARK  COMMISSION,  SUBMITS  HIS 
CORRESPONDENCE   WITH  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  November  3,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  Army  Investigating  Committee. 
General:  Herewith,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  I  transmit  copies  of  my 
reports  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  commanding  officer  of  Camp  Thomas 
after  the  sanitary  conditions  became  serious.  They  show  the  prompt  action  of 
the  Secretary,  and  the  scant  attention  that  was  paid  in  the  camp  either  to  his 
orders  or  to  such  as  were  issued  here.  I  respectfully  request  that  these  docu- 
ments may  be  added  to  and  made  a  part  of  my  sworn  testimony. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,.  July  30,  1898. 
Hon.  John  Tweedale, 

Chief  Clerk,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Mr.  Tweedale:  Will  you  please  lay  the  inclosed  papers  before  Secretary 
Alger  at  such  time  as  it  will  interrupt  him  least? 

While,  in  the  main,  the  conditions  here  are. as  favorable  as  could  be  expected 
and  the  damage  to  the  park  as  little  as  could  be  looked  for,  there  are  some  things 
which  give  me  concern. 

I  am  in  full  accord  with  General  Wade,  and  do  not  desire  to  overstep  any 
bounds  of  official  propriety,  but  as  Congress  places  the  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  the  park  upon  the  Secretary,  and  he  in  turn  has  charged  me  with  certain 
responsibilities  here,  it  seems  to  me  quite  proper  that  I  should  address  this  com- 
munication directly  to  him. 

Very  truly,  yours,  H.  V.  Boynton. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  July  30,  1898. 
The  honorable  the  Secretary  op  War. 

Sir:  In  submitting  for  your  consideration  a  form  of  order  which  seems  of  vital 
importance  to  the  care  and  preservation  of  the  Chickamauga  Park,  and  the 
purity  of  its  water  supply,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  results  of  several 
extended  inspections  of  present  conditions  at  the  park,  made  since  your  last 
verbal  instructions  to  me. 

Speaking  generally,  under  the  energetic  efforts  of  General  Brooke  to  preserve 
the  park  from  damage,  the  only  injury  of  consequence  up  to  the  present  time, 
which  can  not  be  rapidly  repaired  when  the  troops  are  withdrawn,  has  arisen 
from  the  failure  of  various  commands,  chiefly  cavalry  and  artillery,  to  obey  orders 
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to  keep  horses  and  mules  away  from  the  trees.  While  most  of  the  infantry  com- 
mands have  been  careful  in  this  matter,  I  regret  to  report  that  some  have  been 
careless  to  a  degree  causing  much  damage.  Owing  to  the  great  extent  of  our 
forest,  a  considerable  portion  of  this  injury  will  not  appear  as  serious  as  at  pres- 
ent after  the  trees  whic!1  have  been  killed  by  horses  girdling  them  have  been 
removed.  But  damage  of  this  kind  can  not  be  continued  further  without  per- 
manently disfiguring  prominent  portions  of  the  park.  General  Wade,  like  Gen- 
eral Brooke,  has  manifested  every  disposition  to  cooperate  with  the  park 
commission  in  attempting  to  check  this  entirely  needless  injury.  Everything 
necessary  to  enable  each  command  to  picket  its  animals  so  as  to  prevent  any 
destruction  of  timber  can  be  furnished  by  the  park  commission,  as  set  forth  in 
paragraph  1  of  the  proposed  order. 

The  roads  of  the  park  have  withstood  the  immense  and  heavy  army  travel  upon 
them  in  the  most  surprising  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  severely  tested  what 
proves  to  be  their  admirable  construction.  The  greatest  damage  to  their  surface 
is  done  in  dry  days  by  the  habit  of  some  teamsters  of  driving  their  heavy  mule 
teams  with  locked  wheels.  At  times  the  plowing  of  the  roads  by  this  means  has 
proved  destructive  and  caused  much  needless  repair  work.  There  are  no  grades 
upon  the  park  which  require  anything  more  than  a  slight  application  of  brakes. 

The  dumping  of  camp  and  stable  refuse  in  the  woods  has  proceeded  until  the 
accumulations,  which  for  the  time  were  inconsequential,  have  become  so  great  as 
to  be  a  dangerous  element  in  starting  disastrous  forest  fires.  With  the  cessation 
of  this  dumping  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  park  commission  to  remove  this  refuse  to 
the  outside  dumps,  and  burn  such  as  will  not  be  of  use  in  enriching  the  park  dur- 
ing the  work  of  its  restoration.  Much  of  that  part  of  this  refuse  which  is  camp 
trash  can,  by  careful  supervision,  be  burned  where  it  lies. 

The  question  of  sinks,  both  for  the  soldiers  and  the  kitchens,  has  become  one  of 
pressing  importance.  Any  extended  examination  of  the  park  will  show  that  the 
sick  list  is  at  a  minimum  for  the  clean  camps,  while  thoc  )  whose  sick  lists  have 
been  greatest  are  those  where  proper  policing  has  been  wanting,  or  where  there 
has  been  carelessness  either  in  the  location  or  care,  or  both,  of  the  camp  sinks. 
Several  surgeons  of  little  or  no  field  experience  have  been  very  prompt  to  pro- 
nounce the  water  of  the  camp  impure  and  the  undoubted  source  of  the  sickness  in 
their  regiments.  These  condemnations  of  wells  and  springs  have  been  without 
examination  and  wholly  without  knowledge.  It  is  the  present  opinion  of  a  num- 
ber of  the  prominent  officers  of  the  camp,  as  it  is  most  emphatically  my  own, 
that  the  sickness  proceeds  in  much  larger  degree  from  dirty  camps  and  offensive 
sinks  than  from  the  water.  This  is  now  believed  to  be  wholesome  throughout  the 
camp,  since  all  springs  within  it  concerning  which  there  was  the  least  ground  for 
doubt  have  been  filled  up.  It  is  a  significant  fact  that  a  division  which  aban- 
doned the  use  of  the  park  wells  and  hauled  drinking  water  from  a  distant  spring 
without  the  park,  developed  the  highest  number  of  typhoid  cases  of  all  the  divi- 
sions. This  spring  will  be  analyzed  during  the  coming  week,  as  will  each  well 
and  spring  of  the  park,  and  the  results  communicated.  This  will  enable  the 
authorities  to  abandon  any  source  of  water  supply  which  proves  unwholesome, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  meet  any  charge  that  wells  found  to  be  affording  good 
water  are  polluted.. 

There  are,  at  several  points  just  outside  of  the  line  of  the  park,  numerous  places 
for  the  sale  of  a  great  variety  both  of  fair  and  harmful  articles.  Many  of  these 
places  are  filthy  in  the  extreme,  and  a  constant  menace  to  health.  Indeed,  the 
wonder  has  been  that  contagion  has  not  been  bred  in  these  localities.  The  mili- 
tary authorities,  and  especially  the  medical  officers,  have  been  alive  to  these  threat- 
ening conditions.  While  the  Government  has  no  jurisdiction  over  these  places, 
it  has  the  right  to  keep  its  soldiers  away  from  them.  As  the  army  trade  supports 
them,  a  rule  that  will  keep  soldiers  away  if  the  places  are  not  kept  clean  will 
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doubtless  secure  cleanliness.  General  Brooke  agreed  that  such  a  course  as  here 
mentioned  would  remedy  the  evil,  and  General  Wade  is  of  the  same  mind.  A 
positive  order  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  such  as  provided  in  paragraph  6,  would 
undoubtedly  finally  remove  this  menace  to  the  health  of  the  camp. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  chief  officers  here  that  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
park  are  the  most  important  questions  now  connected  with  its  use  as  a  camping 
ground;  and  both  General  Wade  and  his  chief  staff  officers,  including  his  medical 
corps,  are  acting  energetically  upon  that  belief. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  issuance  by  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
draft  herewith  submitted  in  the  form-  of  a  general  order,  or  of  additional  park 
regulations,  with  such  modifications  as  may  seem  wise  to  him,  will  be  of  great 
assistance,  both  in  the  care  and  protection  of  the  park  and  in  improving  its  sani- 
tary conditions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  of  Commission. 


ADDITIONAL    REGULATIONS    FOR    THE    GOVERNMENT    OF    THE    CHICKAMAUGA    AND 
CHATTANOOGA   NATIONAL   PARK. 

The  Government  having  expended  in  round  numbers  a  million  dollars  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Military  Park,  all 
officers  and  soldiers  who  may  be  at  any  time  encamped  therein  are  enjoined  to 
strictly  observe  the  following  regulations  pertaining  to  its  care  and  protection: 

1.  No  trees,  great  or  small,  must  be  cut  or  broken  for  any  purpose  whatever 
except  upon  a  tract  especially  provided  for  furnishing  poles,  forked  sticks,  posts 
for  picket  ropes,  material  for  saddle  and  harness  racks,  and  boughs  for  sink 
screens.  Officers  requiring  such  material  will  be  directed  to  this  tract  upon 
applying  at  park  headquarters,  at  the  Dyer  House. 

2.  No  animal  must  be  tied  to  any  tree,  or  be  allowed  to  stand  near  enough  to 
injure  any  by  gnawing  the  bark.  This  paragraph  must  be  carefully  enforced  by 
daily  inspections  by  the  commanding  officers  of  each  separate  organization. 
Picket  ropes  must  not  be  attached  to  the  trees  of  the  park,  but  must  be  stretched 
from  posts  procured  as  provided  in  paragraph  1. 

3.  Teams  must  not  be  driven  upon  the  improved  roads  of  the  park  with  locked 
wheels.  This  is  so  essential  to  the  preservation  of  these  roads  that  all  officers 
observing  the  violation  of  this  regulation  are  directed  to  correct  the  abuse  on 
the  spot. 

4.  No  camp  refuse  of  any  kind  nor  manure  from  the  horse  camps  must  be 
dumped  in  the  woods  of  the  park.  The  danger  of  forest  fires  which  would  destroy 
the  park  is  so  great  that  all  officers  are  especially  enjoined  to  guard  against  this 
result.  Dumps  in  the  open  grounds  will  be  provided  where  all  manure  will  be 
carefully  stacked.  The  location  of  these  dumps  will  be  selected  by  the  engineer 
of  the  park  after  consultation  and  agreement  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
camp,  and  will  be  so  chosen  that  the  possible  drainage  shall  not  pollute  springs 
or  wells.  So  far  as  possible  all  camp  sweepings  and  garbage  will  be  burned  under 
such  careful  supervision  as  will  secure  safety  from  spreading  fire. 

5.  As  both  the  men's  sinks  and  kitchen  sinks  are  liable,  if  wrongly  located,  to 
pollute  lines  of  drainage  which  may  eventually  reach  springs  or  wells,  the  park 
commission,  which  has  full  topographical  knowledge  of  all  wells,  and  the  condi- 
tions of  all  the  watersheds  of  the  park,  is  directed  to  report  all  threatening  loca- 
tions of  sinks,  or  their  unwholesome  conditions  at  any  time,  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  camp,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  cause  an  immediate  examination 
and  correction  of  either  menacing  locations  or  conditions. 
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6.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  camp  will,  through  his  provost  guard,  pre- 
vent any  soldiei  or  employee  on  the  parlc  from  visiting  or  trading  at  any  booth 
or  other  establishment  within  the  park,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  which  is 
reported  to  him  by  the  park  commission  as  being  in  unwholesome  condition  from 
filthy  surroundings. 

Approved  August  5,  1898. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  August  4,  1898. 
Hon.  John  Tweedale, 

War  Department,  Washington : 
Please  say  to  Secretary  there  is  abundant  unoccupied  ground  in  the  park, 
excellent  for  camps,  to  which  regiments  which  have  grown  careless  as  to  clean- 
liness, and  in  which  consequent  sickness  is  greatest,  can  be  moved.  General 
Sanger  has  found  two  such  sites  for  his  entire  division  and  awaits  permission  to 
move.  He  told  me  yesterday  in  most  emphatic  manner  that  existing  unsanitary 
conditions  had  arisen  chiefly  from  carelessness  as  to  sinks  and  dumping  refuse  in 
woods,  rather  than  from  water.  This  matter  of  the  camp  refuse  calls  loudly  for 
immediate  action,  and  could  be  speedily  corrected  if  all  available  regimental 
teams  were  ordered  to  haul  this  refuse  to  outside  dumps  for  burning  when  dry — 
hence  this  telegram.  While  General  Breckinridge  takes  hold  with  energy,  he 
can  not  at  once  learn  topographical,  sanitary,  and  water-supply  elements  for  this 
extended  camp.  Am  still  confident  that  water  has  had  and  is  having  little,  if 
any,  effect  in  increasing  sickness.  Hope  to  have  report  of  analysis  of  all  wells  by 
Saturday.  Am  obliged  to  report  continued  destruction  of  timber  by  few  com- 
mands, both  by  cutting  and  by  horses.  Have  reported  to  General  Breckinridge, 
who  will  take  hold  of  matter.  Camps  are  not  huddled  here.  Every  command 
has  the  full  ground  of  a  regulation  camp.  With  pending  reduction  of  force  and 
energetic  attention  to  cleanliness  there  should  be  speedy  reduction  of  all  troubles 
here.  Very  many  of  the  reports  with  which  the  Secretary  is  beset  and  annoyed 
are  sensational,  and  many  of  them  from  interested  sources.  I  regard  the  various 
elements  herein  referred  to  of  such  pressing  importance  as  to  justify  this  telegram. 

H.  V.  Boynton. 


Camp  Thomas,  Ga.,  August  5, 1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia. 

General:  At  your  request,  I  present  in  writing,  and  in  more  complete  form,  a 
statement  of  park  conditions  which  I  verbally  called  to  your  attention  this  morning. 

The  serious  damage  to  the  forests  in  important  historical  portions  of  the  park 
has  become  very  great  and  is  proceeding  at  a  rate  which  must  soon  be  destructive. 
While  injury  of  this  extent  is  not  general  in  the  commands,  the  areas  already 
damaged  are  among  the  most  interesting,  in  a  military  sense,  of  the  entire  bat- 
tlefield. The  utter  uselessness  of  this  destruction,  and  the  proof  that  it  arises 
from  the  most  careless  disregard  of  positive  and  most  specific  orders  upon  the 
subject,  are  found  in  the  fact  that  in  some  entire  divisions  there  has  been  no  injury 
deserving  notice. 

While,  therefore,  the  general  conditions  as  to  the  destruction  of  timber  are  as 
good  as  could  be  reasonably  expected  where  an  army  of  55,000  was  camped  in  the 
forest,  the  statements  which  I  feel  called  upon  to  make,  in  view  of  the  responsibility 
placed  upon  me  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  do  what  I  can  for  the  care  and  pro- 
tection of  the  park,  only  seem  to  emphasize  the  whole  destruction  of  which  I  am 
to  speak. 
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In  the  old  camp  of  the  Third  United  States  Volunteers,  east  of  the  Lafayette 
road  and  opposite  the  south  end  of  the  Brotherton  field,  extending  for  400  yards 
along  the  road  and  200  yards  deep,  comprising  a  wooded  space  of  nearly  20  acres, 
there  has  been  general  and  serious  destruction  of  trees  both  by  cutting  and 
by  horses. 

West  of  this  tract,  in  the  forest  fronting  your  headquarters,  the  First  Illinois 
Cavalry  has  been  camped.  The  horses  have  recently  been  moved  into  the  open 
field,  but  the  men's  camp  remains.  This  large  tract  has  been  very  badly  dam- 
aged indeed,  both  in  its  large  and  its  small  timber.  Next  north  of  it,  occupying 
an  equal  space,  is  the  second  horse  camp  of  the  Third  United  States  Volunteers. 
Though  established  less  than  ten  days,  the  horses  and  the  chopping  have  already 
accomplished  serious  destruction,  and  this  is  being  extended  northward  by  pick- 
eting a  part  of  the  horses  north  of  the  road  from  park  headquarters  to  Dyer's. 

The  area  of  woods  next  northwest  of  the  Dyer  house  had  been  badly  damaged 
by  cavalry  before  the  present  camping  of  the  First  Kentucky  in  it.  But  the  injury 
there  still  continued  up  to  this  evening,  and  this  tract  of  forest  will,  at  the  pres- 
ent rate,  soon  be  destroyed.  Next  north  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from 
this  and  extending  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  foot  of  Snodgrass  Hill  is  a  belt  of 
torest  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  in  which  also  grave  damage,  increasing  for  con- 
siderable tracts  to  approximate  destruction,  has  resulted  from  horses  tied  to  and 
near  trees. 

Beyond  this  latter  section,  for  a  length  of  half  a  mile  and  a  width  of  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  the  artillery  battalions  have  been  camped.  Here  also,  except  in  the 
case  of  one  or  two  careful  batteries,  the  injury  has  been  painful  to  contemplate. 
This  entire  section  of  forest,  2  miles  in  extent  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width, 
has  thus  been  badly  injured  throughout  and  very  nearly  destroyed  in  important 
portions. 

As  stated,  it  is  historically  one  of  the  most  valuable  tracts  of  the  battlefield,  the 
first  l£  miles  of  it  being  the  ground  upon  which  four  divisions  of  Longstreet's 
troops  broke  through  the  Union  line  near  noon  on  the  second  day  of  the  battle. 
The  second  half  of  it  forms  the  ground  upon  which  Gen.  John  J.  Breckinridge's 
division  passed  around  the  Union  left  and  penetrated  the  Union  rear  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  second  day's  battle. 

With  the  exception  of  a  very  small  part  the  injury  to  this  extended  tract 
occurred  before  your  assuming  command,  and  one  of  your  first  orders  was  to  stop 
it;  but  it  goes  on. 

General  Brooke's  orders  against  all  cutting  of  timber  and  allowing  horses  to 
injure  trees  were  of  the  most  decided  and  peremptory  character,  as  he  adopted 
and  promulgated  the  park  regulations  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 
The  trouble  has  arisen  from  the  failure  of  regimental  and  other  subordinate  officers 
to  obey  orders,  while  from  the  period  when  general  headquarters  and  its  staff 
were  pressingly  occupied  with  the  most  important  work  of  moving  troops  to  the 
front  it  was  difficult  to  superintend  matters  of  less  importance.  In  the  same  way, 
General  Wade's  succession  was  at  once  occupied  with  the  same  important  duties, 
and  during  these  periods,  including  his  own  relief,  most  of  the  above  damage  was 
done  through  carelessness  and  neglect  of  orders. 

In  view  of  the  damage  herein  recited  and  of  lesser  injuries  in  other  sections  of 
the  park  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  all  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  be  moved 
to  and  picketed  in  open  grounds,  and  that  stringent  orders  be  issued  that  no  horses 
or  mules  within  any  of  the  camps  of  the  park  be  tied  to  any  tree,  large  or  small, 
or  near  enough  to  any  one  to  injure  it. 

There  is  a  tract  of  park  forest,  half  a  mile  square,  which  has  not  been  cleared 
of  its  underbrush  and  new  growth  of  timber,  where  any  regiment  can  obtain  poles, 
posts,  material  for  saddle  and  harness  racks,  boughs  for  sink  screens,  and  heavy 
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posts  for  picket  ropes.     Upon  application  at  park  headquarters  this  tract  will  be 
pointed  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  8,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia. 
General:  Herewith  inclosed  please  find  copy  of  additional  park  regulations 
just  received  at  this  office  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  will  have  these  printed  in  convenient  form  and  in  sufficient  numbers  for  any 
use  that  you  may  desire  to  make  of  them  in  notifying  the  various  officers  of  your 
command.  If  thought  desirable,  I  can  furnish  you  a  sufficient  number  of  copies 
so  that  they  can  be  distributed  through  the  various  division  and  brigade  head- 
quarters to  supply  all  grades  of  officers,  including  company  officers. 

In  this  connection,  I  am  obliged  to  report  that  the  destruction  of  timber  in 
various  portions  of  the  park  continues,  and  is  rapidly  amounting,  in  certain  areas 
heretofore  described  to  you,  to  the  destruction  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  trees. 
On  this  account  it  seems  important  that  these  regulations  should  be  called  to  the 
attention  of  all  grades  of  officers  at  as  early  a  period  as  you  may  find  convenient. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  August  13, 1898. 

Respectfully  referred  to  provost-marshal  for  report  (whose  attention  has  been  verbally- 
called  to  this  matter  since  Major-Genoral  Breckinridge  assumed  command)  and  the  attention 
of  the  whole  command  was  invited  to  it,  at  General  Boynton  s  suggestion,  in  a  printed  circular, 
as  it  is  hoped  that  the  destruction  or  timber  in  some  of  the  various  portions  of  the  park  does 
not  continue,  at  least  at  the  rate  which  previously  prevailed  If  any  trees  have  l^een  wantonly 
or  carelessly  destroyed  since  this  action,  take  steps  to  insure  having  the  offender  punished, 
and,  at  any  rate,  again  distribute  properly  the  printed  park  regulations  referred  to,  and  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  insure  our  part  of  their  execution,  as  well  as  report  in  what  respect,  if 
any,  decadence  in  their  administration  has  occurred  since  August  2,  1898. 

It  may  be  hardly  fair  to  give  an  appearance  of  equal  injury  continuing  ir  every  line  that  was 
criticised  before  the  present  regime.  Eacb  may  have  its  faults  What  those  of  the  present  are 
must  be  given  time  to  be  demonstrated,  without  saddling  past  destruction  upon  it  by  this  method 
of  writing. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

G.  R.  Cecil.,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Provost-Marshal, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  August  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Camp  George  H.  Thomas. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  destruction  of  trees,  etc.,  in  the  park  still 
continues,  but  in  a  less  degree  than  formerly. 

The  provost  guard  have  been  instructed  to  enforce  the  park  regulations  so  far  as  lies  in  then- 
power,  but  very  little  can  be  accomplished  toward  saving  the  trees  without  the  hearty  and 
earnest  cooperation  of  commanding  officers,  particularly  of  regimental  commanders. 

The  efforts  of  the  provost  guard  are  in  many  cases  nullified  by  the  refusal  of  officers  to  receive 
orders  from  enlisted  men,  ignoring  the  fact  that  the  orders  are  those  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  of  the  major-general  commanding  Camp  Thomas. 

Until  regimental  commanders  are  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  destruction  of  trees 
within  their  regimental  lines  little  can  be  accomplished. 

H.  S.  Whipple, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Second  Kentucky  Infantry,  Provost-Marshal. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  August  21, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  who  will  please  designate  the  command  in  which 
useless  or  mischievous  destruction  of  trees  or  park  property  or  breaking  of  the  regulations  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  is  noted  as  going  on,  so  that  the  offenders  can  be  properly  restrained  or 
proceeded  against. 


By  command  of  Major -General  Breckinridge. 


G.  R.  Cecil,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Headquarters  Park  Commission, 

Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  22,  189S. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  inviting  attention  to 
the  accompanying  letter  of  this  date. 

H.  V.  Boynton,  Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  9,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia. 
General:  Herewith  I  send  a  supply  of  the  printed  copies  of  the  additional 
regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  government  of  this  park.     An  official 
copy  of  the  same,  as  received  from  the  Secretary,  I  forwarded  to  your  office  yes- 
terday. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  attention  of  the  troops  encamped  here  may  be 
called  to  these  regulations  in  such  way  as  you  may  see  fit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  10,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia. 

General:  As  the  result  of  a  report  made  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
additional  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  park,  copies  of  which  I  sent 
you  yesterday,  were  issued.  You  also  have  a  copy  of  my  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  report  of  an  actual  count  of  the  trees 
injured  and  destroyed  in  the  strip  of  wood  directly  in  front  of  your  headquarters 
to  show  the  vital  necessity  for  the  immediate  and  most  stringent  enforcement  of 
the  Secretary's  orders  for  the  preservation  of  the  forest  of  the  park.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  nearly  all  the  damage  to  be  described  had  been  done  before  you 
took  command. 

In  the  old  camp  of  tl.e  Third  United  States  Volunteers,  east  of  your  headquar- 
ters and  just  east  of  the  Lafayette  road,  380  trees  were  found  to  be  barked  by 
horses  and  50  cut  down  by  the  soldiers. 

In  the  new  camp  of  this  regiment,  west  of  the  first  position,  while  the  men  are 
in  the  open  fields,  the  horses  are  tied  in  the  woods.  Here  120  trees  have  been 
barked  in  ten  days,  and  70  cut.  Some  of  them,  however,  were  injured  by  the 
First  Kentucky  Cavalry  before  the  Third  United  States  Volunteers  came  on  the 
ground. 

In  the  camp  of  the  First  Illinois  Cavalry,  directly  facing  your  headquarters, 
320  trees  have  been  barked  and  60  cut  down.  In  the  woods  immediately  adjoin- 
ing this  camp  315  trees  have  been  barked  and  300,  largely  small  but  vigorous 
trees,  cut  down. 

In  the  present  camp  of  the  First  Kentucky- Cavalry,  next  to  the  Third  United 
States  Volunteers,  120  trees  are  barked  and  10  cut  down.     In  both  these  camps 
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the  injury  still  continues.     Part  of  that  in  the  camp  of  the  First  Kentucky  was 
done  by  the  First  Ohio,  which  first  occupied  the  ground. 

Next  to  these  are  the  artillery  camps.  Within  these  camps,  although  one  or 
two  batteries  have  taken  especial  pains  to  obey  orders,  the  count  shows  120  trees 
barked  and  10  cut  down. 

Thus  in  the  strip  of  woods  fronting  your  headquarters,  being  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  wide  and  2  miles  long,  the  total  of  1,506  trees  have  been  barked  by  ani- 
mals and  very  largely  destroyed,  and  500  have  been  cut  down,  a  total  of  2,006. 

I  have  the  honor  to  further  report  that  under  my  instructions  the  guardians  of 
the  park  have  observed  the  conditions  as  to  the  case  of  trees  in  the  various  regi- 
mental camps  as  now  established  and  report  horses  or  mules,  or  both,  so  tied  to 
trees  or  picketed  near  them  as  to  do  serious  damage  in  the  following  camps  addi- 
tional to  those  named  above: 

Infantry— First  Georgia,  Fourteenth  Minnesota,  First  Pennsylvania,  First  West 
Virginia,  Sixth  Ohio,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana,  Second  Ohio, 
Twenty-first  Kansas,  Eighth  Massachusetts;  ambulance  corps,  Third  Division, 
First  Corps;  Second  Arkansas,  Twelfth  Minnesota,  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  First 
New  Hampshire,  ambulance  corps  north  of  the  First  New  Hampshire,  Second 
Kentucky,  Eighth  New  York,  Fifty-second  Iowa,  First  Vermont,  Third  Tennes- 
see, Second  Nebraska. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  12,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  you  transmitted  to  the  various  commands  of  the  camp  are  not  being 
observed,  as  to  the  injury  to  timber,  in  the  following  camps  which  I  passed 
through  to-day:  Second  Ohio  Infantry,  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry,  Ninth  New 
York  Infantry,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  Third  United 
States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

The  damage  being  done  in  these  commands  is  mostly  in  the  wagon  camps, 
except  the  last,  which  is  the  general  horse  camp.  In  the  Twelfth  Minnesota  and 
the  Eighth  New  York  horses  and  mules  are  still  hitched  to  trees,  as  they  are 
also  in  the  camp  of  the  ambulance  corps  of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Brigade, 
Third  Corps. 

The  sinks  of  the  latter  (ambulance  corps)  are  in  a  very  bad  condition  and 
located  in  a  sink  in  the  rocks  which  may  lead  to  the  water  supply  in  that  vicinity. 
The  sinks  of  the  Twelfth  Minnesota  were  found  to  be  very  filthy. 
This  report  as  to  sinks  is  respectfully  made  in  accordance  with  additional  regu- 
lations for  the  park  promulgated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  under  date  of  August 
5, 1898. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  22,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia. 
Colonel:  In  reply  to  the  request  of  the  major-general  commanding  Camp 
Thomas,  that  I  "will  please   designate  the  command  in  which  any  useless  or 
miscnievous  destruction  of  trees  or  park  property  or  breaking  of  the  regulations 
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of  the  Secretary  of  War  is  noted  as  going  on,  so  that  the  offenders  can  be  properly 
restrained  or  proceeded  against,"  I  beg  to  state  that  on  the  10th  instant,  two  days 
later  than  my  letter  upon  which  the  above  indorsment  appears,  I  reported  to  the 
major-general  commanding  that  the  following  regiments  were  damaging  trees: 

Cavalry— First  Illinois,  Third  United  States  Volunteers,  First  Kentucky.  In- 
fantry— First  Georgia,  Fourteenth  Minnesota,  First  Pennsylvania,  First  West 
Virginia,  Sixth  Ohio,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana,  Second  Ohio,  Twenty- 
first  Kansas,  Eighth  Massachusetts,  ambulance  corps  Third  Division,  First  Corps; 
Twelfth  Minnesota,  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  First  New  Hampshire,  ambulance  corps 
north  of  First  New  Hampshire,  Second  Kentucky,  Eighth  New  York,  Fifty-second 
Iowa,  First  Vermont,  Third  Tennessee,  Second  Arkansas,  Second  Nebraska. 

And  that  two  days  later  still — namely,  on  the  12th  instant — I  further  reported 
that  the  following  commands  were  not  observing  his  orders  or  those  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  in  regard  to  the  injury  to  timber:  Second  Ohio  Infantry,  Twelfth 
New  York  Infantry,  Ninth  New  York  Infantry,  First  Arkansas  Infantry,  Third 
United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  Twelfth  Minnesota 
Infantry,  Eighth  New  York  Infantry,  ambulance  corps  Second  Division,  Third 
Brigade,  Third  Corps. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  29,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  George  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia. 

Colonel:  I  desire  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding 
that  his  orders  in  regard  to  outgoing  troops  filling  their  sinks  and  cleaning  their 
camps  before  leaving  are  very  generally  disregarded,  particularly  in  the  more 
important  matter  of  covering  sinks. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  in  very  many  camps  very  little,  if  any,  attention  has 
been  paid  to  his  orders  in  regard  to  allowing  horses  and  mules  to  destroy  trees 
since  that  order  was  issued. 

As  to  specific  cases,  I  beg  leave  to  name  the  following:  The  First  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, immediately  in  front  of  general  headquarters,  left  its  main  sinks  uncovered 
and  in  most  disgusting  and  unwholesome  condition,  in  which  they  still  remain. 
The  kitchen  receptacles  of  this  regiment,  21  in  number,  were  left  in  a  condition 
no  less  filthy  than  the  sinks,  and  12  of  them  were  writhing  with  maggots  the  day 
after  the  regiment  left.  The  kitchen  refuse  of  several  companies  was  left  in  the 
same  condition,  and  the  kitchen  tables  were  covered  with  vermin.  No  attempt 
seems  to  have  been  made  to  bum  the  trash  of  the  camp,  and  the  grounds  were 
covered  with  it  in  all  directions. 

The  First  Georgia  Infantry  and  the  Thirty-first  Michigan  Infantry  left  the  camp 
leaving  a  number  of  their  sinks  uncovered.  The  camp  trash  of  these  regiments 
was  also  left  in  great  quantities  and  unburned. 

In  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  camp  all  sinks  were  left  open.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  camp  of  the  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry. 

The  following  regiments  left  parts  of  their  sinks  and  kitchen  slop  holes  uncov- 
ered: One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana,  First  Kentucky,  Fourth  Ohio,  Third 
Wisconsin,  Second  Ohio,  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana. 

Besides  the  failure  to  obey  orders  in  regard  to  sinks,  the  following  camps  were 
left  with  little  or  no  attempt  to  destroy  refuse,  and  so  in  very  bad  condition: 
First  Georgia,  First  Kentucky,  Second  Ohio,  and  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth 
Indiana. 

The  following  regiments  continued  to  destroy  trees  after  the  issuing  of  the 


320        INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

order  prohibiting  it:  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  Twelfth  Minnesota,  First  Pennsylvania, 
Fourteenth  Minnesota,  First  Georgia,  Thirty-first  Michigan,  One  hundred  and 
sixtieth  Indiana,  First  Kentucky,  Fourth  Ohio,  Third  Wisconsin,  Twelfth  New 
York,  Twenty-first  Kansas,  Second  Ohio,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana, 
Sixth  Ohio,  and  First  West  Virginia. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Cliairman  of  Commission. 


Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  2, 1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
General:  I  find  the  following  going  the  rounds  of  the  press: 

Philadelphia,  August  31. 

P.  A.  Maignen,  who  is  an  expert  on  questions  concerning  water  supplies  and  water  purifica- 
tion, has  recently  completed  his  report  of  an  investigation  of  the  water  of  Camp  Thomas,  Chick- 
amauga.  Copies  of  the  report  have  been  sent  to  President  McKinley,  General  Breckinridge, 
and  Lieut.  Col.  and  Chief  Surg.  A.  E.  Girard  at  Camp  Meade,  Middletown,  Pa.  In  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  Maignen  the  principal  cause  of  the  emaciation  of  the  men  is  the  fact  that  the  water  is  hard; 
that  there  is  such  a  great  deal  of  limestone  in  it,  and  that,  as  he  expressed  it,  "it  is  simply  liquid 
stone." 

This  water  chokes  up  the  kidneys,  prevents  assimilation  of  food,  retards  digestion,  and  conse- 
quently impoverishes  the  blood  and  reduces  the  system,  so  that  the  men  are,  in  their  weakened 
condition,  easy  preys  for  typhoid  fever  germs. 

Mr.  Maignen  is  a  dealer  in  filters,  a  large  number  of  which  had  been  purchased 
for  use  here,  but  failed  to  work,  and  had  been  turned  into  the  quartermaster. 
He  came  down  to  investigate  the  failure.  He  delivered  a  long  tirade  against  hard 
water,  falsely  represented  the  men  as  emaciated,  and  declared  that  limestone 
water  did  it,  in  seeming  ignorance  of  the  fact  that  from  central  Ohio  to  northern 
Georgia,  as  well  as  over  other  extended  areas  of  the  land,  the  inhabitants  have  been 
drinking  hard  water  since  the  settlement  of  the  country.  He  could  have  easily 
informed  himself  of  the  fact  that  the  two  counties  in  which  Chickamauga  Park 
is  situated  are  among  the  healthiest  in  the  whole  United  States.  Whatever  the 
cause  may  have  been,  it  was  not  hard  water  that  caused  the  failure  of  Mr.  Maig- 
nen's  filters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Park  Headquarters,  Dyer  House, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  2,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  George  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 
Colonel:  I  beg  leave,  in  the  interest  of  this  park,  to  submit  some  remarks  upon 
the  report  of  Maj.  James  Parker,  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  inspector  of 
sanitation  for  this  camp,  under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

This  paper  you  kindly  referred  to  me  for  my  information.  As  I  find  it  widely 
circulated  in  the  press  of  the  country,  certified  from  your  headquarters  to  be  a 
true  copy,  I  desire  to  place  on  file  with  it  my  views  in  regard  to  its  statements 
and  conclusions. 

Major  Parker  attributes  the  sickness  which  has  developed  here  to  various 
causes:  (1)  In  his  opinion,  the  park  is  not  a  fit  place  to  camp  troops;  (2)  the 
camps  in  the  woods  have  been  damp  and  unhealthy;  (3)  the  soil  is  not  adapted  to 
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camping,  because  it  will  not  allow  any  waste  thrown  upon  the  surface  to  pass 
into  the  lower  strata;  (4)  the  water  is  bad  and  limited  in  quantity,  and  the 
springs  which  afford  any  great  volume  are  outside  the  park;  (5)  the  citizens  of 
the  Chickamauga  region  are  thin  and  sallow,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
on  account  of  the  water  and  other  reasons  the  park  is  not  a  healthy  locality. 

After  presenting  the  above  reasons  for  the  camp  sickness,  Major  Parker  con- 
cludes that  "  these  disadvantages  have  been  increased  by  certain  facts  in  connec- 
tion with  its  occupancy,"  which  he  thus  sets  forth: 

When  the  volunteer  troops  arrived  here  in  May  they  were  inexperienced  in  the  details  of 
camping.  Moreover,  they  were  poorly  supplied  with  materials  and  tools  of  all  kinds.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  this  climate  that  latrines  be  dug  deep  and  boxed  and  roofed  in.  Many 
regiments  had  no  picks  or  even  shovels;  they  had  no  lumber,  and  in  consequence  of  these  obsta- 
cles insufficient  latrines  were  dug,  the  men  relieved  nature  all  through  the  woods,  and  the  ground 
around  the  camps  quickly  became  contaminated.  The  rains  quickly  filled  the  shallow  latrines, 
and  their  contents  ran  over  the  surface  of  the  ground.  This  made  it  necessary  to  dig  new 
latrines,  which  in  turn  had  to  be  abandoned.  I  know  of  one  camp  which  has  over  300  old  latrines 
on  its  outskirts.  The  holes  for  garbage  near  kitchens  became  filled  with  water  in  the  same 
manner.  All  these  places— shallow  trenches,  with  a  thin  covering  of  soil— are  now  emitting 
poisonous  gases  from  the  decomposing  material  beneath.  The  camps  have  been  changed  to  new 
sites,  only  to  extend  foulness  and  infection.  The  whole  park  reeks  with  it.  It  is  estimated  that 
8,000  tons  of  excrement,  garbage,  manure,  and  sweepings  now  infect  it.  The  troops  now  have 
better  methods  of  treating  their  offal  and  garbage— the  latrines  are  properly  closed,  the  garbage 
in  some  instances  is  burned,  the  manure  and  refuse  buried,  if  possible.  The  troops  are  now 
camping  in  the  open  drill  fields,  where  they  get  plenty  of  sun  and  air.  Every  precaution  is 
being  taken,  but  it  is  too  late;  the  mischief  has  been  done.  This  park  as  a  camping  place  is 
incurably  infected.  Every  breeze  carries  a  stench.  The  sick  report  mounts  day  by  day.  A 
general  lassitude  is  apparent  in  men  and  officers.  The  months  in  which  typhoid  fever  and 
malaria  are  most  common  are  at  hand.  The  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  reached  500,  and  the 
whole  situation  presages  an  epidemic. 

While  fully  agreeing  with  Major  Parker  that,  without  regard  to  the  causes  of 
sickness,  it  was  wise  to  suggest  the  prompt  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  this 
camp,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  this  report  as  arranged  is  left  in  front,  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  manifestly  unnecessary  to  look  further  for  causes  of  serious 
sickness,  or  even  ample  cause  for  an  epidemic,  in  a  great  camp  of  43,000  men, 
where  such  conditions  as  he  describes  are  allowed  to  exist. 

But  Major  Parker's  report  is  so  specific  in  its  attack  upon  the  park  and  its 
water  supply  that,  as  chairman  of  the  park  commission,  I  deem  it  my  duty  in  the 
interest  of  the  park  to  make  specific  reply. 

After  presenting  figures  to  show  the  rapid  increase  of  sickness,  Major  Parker 
says: 

The  cause  of  this  undue  rate  of  sickness,  in  my  opinion,  is  as  follows:  This  park,  I  think  can  be 
shown,  is  not  fitted  to  be  a  camping  place  for  troops. 

Against  this  opinion,  I  place  the  following  from  Lieut.  Col.  Nicholas  Senn, 
assistant  surgeon-general,  written  after  a  critical  examination  of  this  park  as  a 
camping  ground: 

Chickamauga  Park  is  admirably  adapted  for  a  large  camp.  It  embraces  several  square  miles. 
The  forest  trees  furnish  protection  against  the  burning  rays  of  the  semitropical  sun,  and  the 
many  open  places  and  fields  are  utilized  as  drill  grounds.  Humus  is  scanty  and  the  subsoil  is 
of  clay.  The  surface  is  somewhat  undulating  and  is  cut  up  here  and  there  by  ravines,  which 
add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  An  ample  supply  of  pure  water  is  obtained  from 
numerous  wells  from  50  to  65  feet  in  depth,  recently  supplemented  by  a  pumping  station  which 
derives  water  from  the  river  a  short  distance  below  Crawfish  Springs  and  distributes  the  water 
to  different  parts  of  the  park  through  iron  pipes.  The  vastness  of  the  grounds  is  realized  by 
the  visitor  as  soon  as  he  reaches  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  which  at  present  is  occupied  by 
nearly  50,000  men,  yet  seldom  more  than  one  regiment  can  be  seen  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
Malaria  has  nearly  disappeared  from  this  part  of  the  country  except  a  localized  district  north 
of  Crawfish  Springs  and  that  is  probably  dueto  the  draining  of  a  little  pond  on  the  south  of  the 
hotel.    On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  troops  is  excellent. 
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Major  Parker  continues: 

First,  the  park  is  mainly  a  forest,  with  occasional  openings  only.  These  openings  afford  a 
very  limited  space  for  the  exercise  of  the  troops,  grand  maneuvers  being  almost  out  of  the 
question. 

On  the  contrary,  these  openings  in  the  forest  include  a  straight  stretch  of  fields 
3  miles  in  length,  averaging  nearly  three-eighths  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  broken 
only  at  one  point  by  a  thin  strip  of  open  woods.  Under  General  Breckinridge's 
directions,  first  as  Inspector-General  and  next  as  commanding  officer,  there  have 
been  repeated  grand  maneuvers  and  sham  battles  on  a  great  scale,  at  times 
reported  to  include  20,000  men.  In  two  of  these  fields  alone  during  the  last 
review  of  40,000  men,  20,000  were  readily  accommodated.  It  is  also  well  known 
that  for  two  days  and  nights,  in  September,  1863,  considerably  more  than  100,000 
men  engaged  in  the  grand  maneuvers  of  a  great  battle  within  the  limits  of  the 
park. 

Being  very  largely  in  the  shade  the  tents  and  the  ground  around  them  remain  damp,  the  salu 
tary  action  of  sunlight  on  germ  organism  is  shut  off,  the  free  movement  of  air  which  would 
otherwise  assist  in  the  drying  process  is  prevented. 

It  is  misleading  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  wooded  portion  of  the  park  is  so 
shaded  that  the  sun  does  not  reach  the  ground.  Not  only  was  all  the  underbrush 
cut  out  in  the  process  of  establishing  the  park,  but  it  was  ordered  cleared  so  that 
a  double  team  could  be  freely  driven  in  any  direction.  This  gave  open  woods, 
freely  penetrated  by  sunlight,  and  which  dried  rapidly  after  a  rain,  except  in  the 
very  limited  area  of  what  is  known  as  flat  woods. 

Again,  the  soil  is  not  adapted  to  camping.  It  is,  as  a  rule,  hard,  tenacious  clay.  Such  soil 
does  not  absorb.  Slop,  dirty  water,  grease,  saliva,  urine,  vomit,  etc.,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  from  the  ground  in  a  closely  packed  camp,  are  not  carried  into  the  lower  strata  by  subse- 
quent rains,  but  are  confined  to  the  thin  layer  of  mold,  1  to  2  inches  thick,  which  lies  on  the 
surface.  This  surface  layer,  in  consequence,  in  a  short  time,  becomes  thoroughly  infected, 
breeding  maggots,  stench,  and  disease. 

As  a  general  rule  for  the  entire  forest  of  the  park,  after  all  ordinary  rains  the 
waterfall  is  absorbed,  and  the  ground  dries  rapidly.  Where  company  streets  are 
tramped  hard  the  water  runs  off.  About  sinks  for  the  men,  and  the  kitchens  in 
many  regiments,  the  conditions  mentioned  by  Major  Parker  have  existed,  but  the 
remedy  for  this  has  been  for  some  time  in  his  hands  as  the  inspector  of  sanitation. 

Further,  in  heavy  rains,  the  area  of  the  infected  ground  is  enlarged.  Especially  is  this  the 
case  with  the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  various  dumps,  or  places  in  the  neighborhood 
of  camps  where  refuse  is  thrown,  which  must  become  over  a  large  area  soaked  with  a  solution 
of  manure,  garbage,  and  rotting  refuse  of  all  kinds.  Owing  to  the  great  number  of  camps,  and  of 
dumps  which  are  usually  placed  a  hundred  or  more  yards  from  the  camps,  a  very  large  area  of 
the  park  is  now  impregnated  from  this  cause  alone,  and  much  of  it  is  rendered  noisome  from  the 
foul  odors  resulting. 

All  of  the  later  dumps  at  this  camp,  such  as  are  here  mentioned,  were  made  in 
direct  and  glaring  disobedience  of  General  Breckinridge's  orders,  which  it  was 
Major  Parker's  special  duty  to  enforce.  The  disobedience  of  this  order  continued 
in  various  parts  of  the  camp  up  to  the  day  of  Major  Parker's  relief. 

In  the  last  two  or  three  months  typhoid  fever  has  made  its  appearance  here,  and  the  number 
of  cases  is  now  large  and  constantly  increasing.  It  is  believed  that  this  disease  is  also  largely 
propagated  by  infected  water.  The  water  here  is  derived  from  three  sources.  From  wells,  a 
limited  supply;  from  springs,  a  limited  supply  from  the  Chickamauga  Creek.  The  wells  are  of 
recent  construction.  Most  of  them  have  been  bored  by  the  park  authorities  since  the  troops 
have  arrived  here.  They  are  sunk,  as  a  rule,  over  100  feet  in  order  to  reach  a  water-bearing 
strata.  The  water  furnished  by  them  is  cool,  and  therefore  much  relished  by  the  soldiers,  but 
it  is  so  strongly  charged  with  lime  and  magnesia  as  to  give,  in  some  cases,  a  very  perceptible 
briny  taste.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  surface  water  is  able  to  percolate  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
wells  by  passing  outside  of  the  casing. 

The  statement  that  "  it  is  believed  "  that  the  typhoid  fever  here  is  largely  propa- 
gated by  infected  water  has  been  a  very  general  cry  for  some  weeks.     It  seems 
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somewhat  strange  that  those  making  it  have  procured  no  analysis  to  test  their 
belief,  but,  instead,  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  park  commission  has  announced 
the  results  of  analyses  by  competent  chemists  of  all  the  water  used  for  drinking 
in  or  near  the  park,  showing  it  to  be  fit,  both  in  wells  and  springs,  and  the  pipe 
line,  for  domestic  use,  this  cry  of  polluted  water  has  been  vigorously  maintained. 

The  "  very  perceptible  briny  taste"  to  the  artesian  water  on  this  park  is  here 
for  the  first  time  called  to  my  notice,  although  it  has  been  in  use  for  three  years. 

If  Major  Parker  had  been  familiar  with  the  means  taken  to  prevent  surface 
water  from  reaching  the  wells  by  percolating  outside  of  the  casing,  he  would  have 
considered  it  not  only  very  unlikely,  but  impossible.  In  each  well  the  casing  is 
driven  into  the  bore  in  the  rock  sufficiently  to  secure  a  water-tight  joint.  At  the 
surface  of  the  ground  the  casing  projects  well  above  and  is  surrounded  by  masonry 
set  in  hydraulic  cement. 

The  springs  which  afford  any  great  volume  of  water  are  situated  outside  the  park. 

On  the  contrary,  four  springs  of  large  capacity,  conveniently  situated  to  accom- 
modate the  different  sections  of  the  park  are  within  its  limits,  and  none  was  at 
any  time  exhausted  by  the  heaviest  drains  made  upon  it.  An  analysis  of  each 
one  showed  it  to  be  pure  water.  Another  spring  of  abundant  flow,  centrally  situ- 
ated, has  been  in  constant  use  for  stock,  and  is  still  so  used. 

The  appearance,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  seldom  robust,  almost  universally  thin 
and  sallow,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  on  account  of  the  water  and  other  reasons  this  is  not  a 
healthy  locality. 

Typhoid  fever  is  of  common  occurrence  here. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  in  this  section  that  Catoosa  and  Walker  counties,  in 
which  the  park  is  situated,  are  among  the  healthiest  in  the  United  States.  In  the 
seven  years  that  the  park  force  has  been  at  work  here  not  a  single  member  of  it, 
either  officer  or  employe,  has  died  from  disease.  There  has  not  been  a  single  case 
of  typhoid  fever  among  them,  or  the  2,000  laborers  employed  in  that  time.  In  the 
last  census  year  there  was  not,  in  the  whole  of  Catoosa  County,  and  this  is  the 
county  in  which  the  present  much  criticised  forest  camps  are  situated,  a  single 
death  from  typhoid  fever,  and  only  three  from  malarial  fever. 

Holding  the  above  views,  at  variance  with  those  of  Major  Parker,  I  respectfully 
ask  that  this  communication  may  be  placed  in  the  files  with  his  report,  and  that 
if  the  major-general  commanding  agrees  with  me  that  it  would  be  fair  to  do  so, 
an  attested  copy  may  be  furnished  the  press  for  publication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  5, 1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  Herewith  I  send  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a  copy 
of  some  comments  which  I  have  submitted  to  General  Breckinridge  upon  a  report 
of  Major  Parker,  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry,  acting  sanitary  officer  of  Camp 
Thomas,  and  which  was  furnished  to  the  press  from  General  Breckinridge's 
headquarters  and  widely  published,  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  park. 

In  my  capacity  as  chairman  of  the  park  commission  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
reply  to  this  paper  and  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  of  Commission. 
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Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  6,  1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  Washington.  D.  C: 

Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  hospital  closed  yesterday.  This  is  the  one  that 
has  been  most  generally  and  severely  criticised.  Following  is  its  record  since 
establishment,  June  10:  Total  number  of  patients,  2,462;  total  deaths,  33.  Of 
these  cases  270  were  typhoid,  and  of  the  total  deaths  28  were  from  typhoid. 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  12,  1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  Analysis  of  water  shipped  here  from  Eastern  points  by  Red  Cross 
Society  for  nse  of  hospitals  of  this  camp  just  completed  by  Government  chemists 
and  pronounced  impure.  Its  use  has  been  abandoned  by  largest  hospital  (Stern- 
berg) ,  which  has  returned  to  use  of  blue  spring  from  which  troops  have  been 
largely  supplied.  This  Red  Cross  water  has  been  shipped  in  by  carload  lots  for 
hospitals. 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers. 


Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  13, 1898. 
Col.  George  R.  Cecil,  Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 

Colonel:  1  herewith  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general 
a  copy  of  an  official  paper  in  my  possession,  by  which  one  of  the  prominent  wit- 
nesses before  the  board  of  which  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger  was  president,  two  days 
subsequent  to  giving  his  testimony,  made  a  written  retraction  of  exactly  similar 
statements  which  he  had  made  the  evening  of  the  day  he  testified  to  myself  as 
chairman  of  the  Park  Commission. 

The  witness  to  whom  I  refer  is  Maj.  John  C.  Martin,  chief  surgeon  First  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  First  Corps. 

His  testimony,  given  August  14  before  the  Sanger  board,  was  as  follows: 

I  attribute  a  large  per  cent  of  the  typhoid  fever  to  the  use  of  water  for  drinking  purposes 
from  surface  wells  that  are  polluted  by  drainage  and  overflow  from  sinks  and  cesspools  The 
water  piped  from  Chickamauga  Creek  has  been  contaminated  by  the  surface  water  and  drain- 
age from  Snodgrass  Hill,  the  "  Midway,"  and  Lytle  pouring  into  the  creek  above  the  intake.  A 
small  dam  was  built,  but  was  entirely  inadequate  after  a  hard  rain  to  prevent  this  water  from 
flowing  into  the  creek.  This  condition  of  affairs  continued  up  to  about  August  6,  when  a  canal 
was  completed  which  now  carries  this  water  into  the  creek  below  the  intake. 

Having  made  these  statements  to  me  in  public  the  evening  of  the  day  he  testi- 
fied, coupled  with  the  statements  that  the  military  authorities  were  trying  to 
suppress  such  information  and  that  the  chief  surgeon's  reports  were  not  true,  I 
reported  his  statements  to  headquarters.  He  was  summoned  there  and  admitted 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  except  hearsay  for  anything  he  had  said,  and  being 
informed  that  he  must  make  his  assertions  good  or  retract  them,  he  wrote  the 
following: 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  16,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas  and  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
Sir:  I  desire  and  do  retract  each  and  every  word  spoken  and  statement  made  by  me  to  Gen- 
eral Boynton  during  a  private  conversation  held  in  the  Read  Hotel  at  Chattanooga,  Ga.,  on  the 
evening  of  July  14, 1898,  believing  it  best  for  myself  and  for  the  interest  of  the  public  service. 

John  C.  Martin, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  First  Corps. 


CAMP    THOMAS.  325 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  and  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  17,  1898. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  United  States  Volunteers,  for 
his  information. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wade. 

M.  V.  Sheridan, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  13, 1898. 
Col.  George  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 
Colonel:  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  a  para- 
graph in  the  recent  report  furnished  the  public  press,  signed  by  Major  and 
Brigade  Surgeon  Milo  B.  Ward,  Maj.  James  J.  Johnson.  Second  Arkansas,  and 
Maj.  Emil  S.  Helburn,  Second  Kentucky,  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  hospital 
of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps.     The  report  says: 

The  location  of  the  hospital  was  in  a  very  insanitary  portion  of  the  park.  It  was  on  the  lowest 
point  of  the  slope  of  a  hill  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  very  lowest  ground  that  could  be  found 
in  the  entire  park. 

This  statement  is  very  unjust  to  those  who  established  this  hospital,  and  results 
from  a  want  of  information  as  to  the  elevations  in  the  park.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  this  hospital  was  situated  on  ground  approaching  the  highest  in  the  park, 
until  the  slopes  of  Missionary  Ridge  are  reached  west  of  the  Lafayette  road.  The 
contours  of  the  topographical  map  of  the  park,  copies  of  which  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  commanding  general,  show  that  the  elevation  of  this  hospital  ranged  from 
760  to  780  feet  above  the  sea,  while  the  elevation  of  military  headquarters  on  Lytle 
Hill  is  but  800  feet.  This  hospital  site,  therefore,  was  from  60  to  80  feet  above 
the  Chickamauga  River,  which  is  700  feet  above  the  sea  and  at  the  same  eleva- 
tion as  the  high  portions  of  the  park  on  its  northern  boundary  at  the  Lafayette 
road. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  20, 1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  Herewith  I  send,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  a 
copy  of  some  comments  which  I  have  submitted  to  General  Breckinridge  upon  a 
report,  made  by  a  board  of  which  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger  was  president,  upon  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  park,  and  which  was  furnished  to  the  press  from  Gen- 
eral Breckinridge's  headquarters  and  widely  published,  to  the  serious  injury  of 
the  park. 

In  my  capacity  as  chairman  of  the  park  commission  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to 
reply  to  this  paper  and  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  of  Commission. 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  September  12, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 

Sir:  Finding  in  the  public  press  the  report  of  the  board,  of  which  Gen.  J.  P. 
Sanger  was  president,  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  this  camp,  which  report 
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and  accompanying  papers  you  submitted  for  my  information,  I  have  the  honor 
of  sending  herewith,  for  filing  with  that  report,  certain  observations  and  conclu- 
sions of  my  own  at  variance  therewith. 

I  very  much  regret  that  the  various  favorable  replies  made  and  opinions 
expressed  by  a  number  of  regimental  officers,  in  the  papers  accompanying  the 
report,  as  to  the  healthfulness  of  this  park  and  the  wholesomeness  of  its  water 
supply  were  not  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  board,  and  that  the  only  analysis 
of  well  water  within  the  park  which  the  board  had  in  its  possession  was  not 
alluded  to.  This  was  made  by  the  chemist  of  the  Philadelphia  board  of  health, 
who  pronounced  the  water  of  the  well  examined  wholesome.  This  analysis  was 
submitted  to  the  board  by  Colonel  Good  of  the  First  Pennsylvania.  The  well  in 
question  was  widely  used  until  some  regimental  officer  condemned  it  on  suspicion. 

While  the  board  says  in  regard  to  the  water  of  the  park,  "We  believe  that  all 
the  water  in  the  park  is  unsafe  for  use  unless  boiled,"  I  find  nothing  in  the  report 
to  show  that  a  single  analysis  of  either  spring  or  well  water  was  made  at  the 
instance  of  the  board  upon  which  to  found  an  unerring  opinion,  and  that  the 
only  analysis  which  the  board  had  among  its  papers  was  the  one  from  the  health 
officer  of  Philadelphia,  above  referred  to. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  fact  that  an  analysis  by  a  competent  chemist,  made 
by  the  park  commission  under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  every 
well  and  spring  within  the  park,  and  from  all  the  springs  without  it  from  which 
the  troops  have  hauled  water,  showed  all  in  use  by  the  troops  for  drinking  to  be 
good.  This  result  was  made  public  in  the  Chattanooga  newspapers  and  elsewhere 
two  weeks  before  the  board  submitted  its  report. 

The  daily  observations  of  the  park  force,  as  to  garbage  being  "  generally  burned  " 
at  the  date  of  the  board's  report,  do  not  agree  with  that  conclusion,  but  showed 
that  there  was  a  great  laxity  in  this  matter,  which  continued  up  to  the  time  that 
the  troops  guilty  of  this  neglect  left  the  camp.  Garbage,  deposited  before  the 
board  began  its  labors  and  since  its  report,  has  been  found  by  the  park  force  and 
is  now  being  burned  by  them  in  various  parts  of  the  park. 

The  board  does  not  state  what  it  regards  as  a  safe  distance  between  quarters 
and  sinks,  but  in  the  camps  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  the  Twelfth  New  York, 
the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Twelfth  Minnesota,  of  General  Sanger's  division, 
they  were  in  very  bad  condition  and  so  near  the  tents  in  some  that  swarms  of 
flies  went  back  and  forth  from  the  sinks  to  the  kitchens,  and  in  the  case  of  one  of 
these  regiments  to  the  officers'  mess.  The  distance  from  the  kitchens  of  the 
Eighth  New  York  to  the  sinks  of  the  men  was  30  steps  on  one  flank,  and  50  at  the 
center  of  the  camp,  and  the  sinks  were  in  disgusting  condition. 

The  conclusions  of  the  board  that  camps  in  the  woods  were  unhealthy  were  not 
shared  by  many  regimental  officers.  The  reading  of  the  report  would  convey  the 
idea  of  camps  in  thick  shade,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  forests  are  open  in 
all  directions  to  sunshine,  and  except  where  regiments  were  encamped  in  the  flat 
woods,  of  which  there  is  a  very  small  area  in  the  park,  the  woods  camps  dry 
quickly.  The  degree  t)f  openness  of  the  woods  will  appear  from  the  fact  that 
while  clearing  out  the  underbrush  in  establishing  the  park  the  new  growth  of 
timber  was  also  removed,  so  as  to  allow  double  teams  to  be  freely  driven  in  all 
directions. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  board  in  one  place  declared  that  "in  nearly  all  the 
camps  the  sinks  fill  with  water,  which  the  soil  does  not  absorb,"  and  in  another 
that  "the  water  supply  and  soil  of  the  park  generally  are  so  polluted  as  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  regiments  encamped  in  the  open  fields,"  which 
could  not  well  be  if  the  soil  did  not  absorb  water. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  insanitary  conditions  of  the  camps,  which 
the  board  admits  when  it  declares  the  police  of  the  camps  is  "  generally  good, 
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sinks  excepted,"  taken  in  connection  with  the  daily  observations  of  the  park 
force  that  sinks,  both  of  the  men  and  of  the  kitchens,  in  very  many  parts  of  the 
camp  were  continuously  in  disgusting  condition  during  the  heats  of  the  entire 
month  of  August  and  up  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  last  troops  toward  the  middle 
of  September,  were  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  disease,  without  condemning 
the  water  supply  in  the  absence  of  analysis. 

While  it  was  doubtless  wise  to  recommend  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  the 
position  against  which  I  feel  called  upon  respectfully  to  protest  is  that  the  recent 
unhealthfulness  of  the  camp  arose  from  any  other  cause  than  the  filthy  conditions 
introduced  by  a  portion  of  the  troops. 

While  the  above  observations  do  not  complete  my  objections  to  the  report  of 
the  board,  they  will  serve  to  show  why  I  regard  that  report  as  calculated  to  con- 
vey very  erroneous  impressions  in  regard  to  this  national  park  as  a  suitable  camp- 
ing ground  for  a  large  army. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  September  29,1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin, 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
General:  Herein  I  make  a  brief  statement,  with  a  request  that  it  may  be  filed 
with  my  letter  to  your  office  of  September  20,  1898,  pertaining  to  the  testimony 
given  by  Maj.  John  C.  Martin,  chief  surgeon  First  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
First  Corps,  before  a  board  of  which  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger  was  president. 

Through  an  error  in  date  I  was  misled  into  writing  that  Major  Martin's  state- 
ment to  me,  which  coincided  exactly  with  his  testimony  before  the  Sanger  board, 
was  made  subsequent  to  his  having  given  that  testimony.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  case  was  worse  than  this,  for,  after  having  made  his  official  retraction,  as 
officially  certified  by  Gen.  M.  V.  Sheridan,  assistant  adjutant-general,  he  sub- 
sequently appeared  before  the  Sanger  board  and  testified  to  what  he  had  pre- 
viously officially  retracted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  of  Commission. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  1,  1898. 
Maj.  Walter  Weed,  National  Medical  Museum. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Herewith  I  send  the  analysis  of  the  wells  and  springs  of  the 
park,  as  made  for  us  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Slocum,  a  chemist  of  standing  in  Knoxville. 

Since  these  were  made,  Major  Giffen  has  had  the  water  of  the  pipe  line  and  a 
considerable  number  of  artesian  wells  tested  bacteriologically  by  Dr.  C.  F.  Craig, 
of  Washington.  The  pipe-line  water  from  the  creek  turned  out  to  be  excellent, 
as  did  most  of  the  wells.  Three  of  the  latter  showed  more  common  bacteria  than 
he  thought  should  be  in  potable  water,  but  none  of  them  developed  any  contami- 
nation from  human  excreta,  and  none  showed  typhoid  germs.  Mr.  Betts  is  pre- 
paring a  map  which  will  show  you  the  locations  of  wells  and  of  the  troops. 
Truly,  yours, 

H.  V.  Boynton. 

The  above  analyses  submitted  with  Engineer  Betts's  evidence  beforethe  Com- 
mission. 


VARIOUS  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTIONS,  ANALYSES,  ETC.,  BY  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY 
LEAGUE,  THE  PARK  OFFICIALS,  AND  OTHERS. 

To  the  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Army  and  Navy  League,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio: 

REPORT   ON   CAMP  THOMAS,   CHICKAMAUGA,   GA.,   BY  THE  COMMITTEE. 

As  the  special  mission  of  your  committee  was  regarding  the  character  of  water 
supplied  to  the  camp,  our  entire  time  was  given  to  it;  the  investigation  of  hos- 
pitals and  the  amount  of  typhoid  fever  being  for  evidence  of  results  from  its  use; 
and  the  general  condition  of  the  camps,  their  sinks,  the  disposal  of  garbage,  the 
drainage,  and  where  discharged,  being  examined  as  the  source  of  possible  and 
very  probable  contamination.  Specimens  of  water  from  several  sources  have 
been  submitted  for  scientific  examination,  and  the  report  on  this  will  be  sub- 
mitted. 

The  chief  source  of  supply  is  by  pipe  line  connecting  with  most  of  the  camps 
from  the  pumping  station  and  tower  on  Chickamauga  Creek.  This  creek  is  a 
small  affair,  with  clear  water  in  dry  weather,  being  fed  from  numerous  springs,  but 
rising  quickly  after  a  small  rain,  and  at  the  time  of  our  visit  carried  more  mud 
than  the  Ohio  at  its  worst  condition.  The  banks  are  covered  with  luxuriant  vege- 
tation; limbs  of  trees  in  many  places  hang  in  the  water,  and  the  underbrush 
growing  close  to  the  bank  is  covered  with  water  during  freshets.  We  are  told  that 
Government  examination  resulted  in  declaring  the  water  free  from  danger,  but 
such  conditions  are  not  usually  supposed  to  be  consistent  with  this  view. 

This  pumping  station  is  above  all  the  natural  surface  drains  of  the  camp  except 
one,  which  empties  just  alongside.  The  intake  pipes  are  extended  some  50  feet  or 
more  across  the  outlet  to  a  point  supposed  to  be  above  any  back  water.  As  a 
further  precaution  a  channel  has  since  been  dug,  making  the  outlet  lower  down, 
and  a  dam  has  been  run  across  the  original  channel.  This  dam  is  not  such  a  one 
as  to  inspire  confidence,  having  once  been  washed  away,  and  appearing  ready  to 
repeat  the  operation  at  next  high  water.  It  is  built  of  loose  stone  with  a  facing 
of  loose  earth,  and  does  not  seem  water-tight  below,  and  the  upper  part  certainly 
would  not  prevent  higher  water  from  escaping.  When  last  washed  out  the  water 
from  this  stream  was  observed  to  back  up  over  the  intake,  and  the  engineer  at 
once  stopped  the  engines.    For  this  judicious  act  he  was  reprimanded. 

A  tower  on  the  hill  near  by  carries  the  tank  for  surplus  water,  but  the  pumps 
force  the  chief  supply  direct  into  the  camp.  The  pipe  line  is  laid  on  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  being  seldom  covered  except  at  road  crossings.  Being  thus  exposed 
to  the  sun  the  water  becomes  very  warm — as  high  as  103°  last  time  our  informant 
tested  it.     We  think  Cincinnati  water  in  summer  at  75°  to  80°  is  pretty  warm. 

We  were  unable  to  visit  the  country  beyond  Chickamauga  Creek,  but  as  it  is 
open  farming  land  it  is  not  likely  to  furnish  objectionable  drainage.  The  town 
of  Chickamauga,  however,  drains  into  the  lake  below  Crawfish  Springs,  near 
where  it  overflows  into  Chickamauga  Creek,  some  3£  miles  above  the  intake. 
We  do  not  know  where  Leiter  Hospital  drains,  but  have  no  doubt  it  is  in  the 
same  place. 

The  supply  of  next  importance  is  from  driven  wells,  some  thirty-two  in  number, 
ranging  from  50  to  156  feet  in  depth.  These  wells  are  cased  to  the  first  rock,  not 
farther,  and  the  importance  of  this  statement  will  appear  later.  Five  machines 
are  being  used  all  the  time  in  the  construction  of  additional  wells,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  these  are  considered  satisfactory  by  those  in  charge.  While  many  of 
328 
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these  wells  probably  are  good,  there  is  at  least  strong  evidence  against  some  of 
them,  typhoid  germs  being  found,  according  to  the  statement  of  a  high  medical 
officer,  in  one  (from  which  we  bring  sample  marked  H) ,  and  over  which  a  guard 
is  kept  day  and  night  to  prevent  any  use  of  it  except  for  watering  stock.  The 
pumps  on  several  other  wells  have  been  broken  "  accidentally,"  and  they  are  not 
being  repaired. 

It  is  stated  that  some  of  these  wells  are  muddy  after  a  rain,  showing  a  close 
connection  between  surface  drainage  and  certain  fissures  between  the  strata  of 
rock  through  which  the  wells  are  bored.  In  some  places  "sink  holes"  exist, 
toward  which  water  flows  from  all  directions  and  disappears  as  if  through  a 
sieve.  There  are  said  to  be  dozens  of  these,  and  we  saw  three  in  one  camp,  each 
draining  several  acres.  We  saw  two  immediately  after  the  heavy  rain  of  Mon- 
day, in  one  of  which  water  was  standing,  but  excavation  for  a  camp  sink  had 
caused  loose  earth  to  close  the  outlet,  so  the  water  escaped  slowly.  The  other 
was  as  free  from  water  as  the  higher  ground  which  it  drained,  and,  as  showing 
the  quantity  of  water  which  it  drained,  a  good-sized  stump  was  in  the  opening, 
having  floated  there,  as  shown  by  the  water  lines.  We  would  doubt  the  purity  of 
water  from  wells  in  close  proximity  to  such  sink  holes  until  it  had  been  demon- 
strated. It  is  but  fair  to  say  that  the  water  from  the  well  nearest  the  above- 
named  sink  holes  was  perfectly  clear  immediately  after  the  heavy  rain  of  Monday, 
showing  that  the  dip  of  the  rocks  was  in  the  opposite  direction,  or  else,  possibly, 
that  the  muddy  water  had  not  yet  affected  the  well  (it  was  little  used,  as  stated) , 
and  possibly  we  got  our  specimen  of  water  from  what  was  in  the  pipe. 

The  third  source  of  supply  is  from  various  springs  several  miles  away,  water 
from  which  is  hauled  in  barrels  by  the  regular  army  wagons.  This  water  is 
doubtless  good,  the  only  danger  being  from  the  barrels  used  and  the  old  sacks 
which  cover  them  to  prevent  splashing,  either  of  which  become  foul  unless  great 
care  is  exercised. 

We  find  regulations  requiring  both  Chickamauga  and  well  water  to  be  boiled 
before  using  for  drinking.  Some  obey  and  many  will  not.  One  regiment,  which 
makes  a  prisoner  on  extra  duty  of  any  man  detected  drinking  unboiled  water, 
has  a  sick  list  of  only  10  from  a  total  of  1,300  men,  and  of  these  only  4  are  in  the 
hospital.  Another  regiment  of  same  division  (same  number  of  men)  and  where 
boiling  is  not  enforced  has  a  sick  list  of  148,  of  whom  60  are  in  the  hospital.  The 
wisdom  of  the  order  for  boiling  is  apparent,  and  at  the  same  time  no  stronger 
proof  could  be  given  that  the  water  is  not  pure.  In  making  this  assertion  we 
give  full  weight  to  the  fact  that  much  sickness  of  an  intestinal  character  is 
caused  by  excessive  consumption  of  watermelons,  various  fruits,  and  soft  drinks. 

As  a  possible  source  of  supply  which  would  be  free  from  any  of  the  objections 
found  to  exist  against  the  creek  water  and  well  water  we  visited  Crawfish  Springs, 
which  is  some  2  miles  further  from  camp  than  the  intake  from  Chickamauga 
Creek,  and  a  careful  examination  and  inquiry  convinces  us  that  it  would  be  not 
only  a  perfectly  satisfactory  water  for  all  purposes,  but  also  that  there  are  no 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  furnishing  it.  As  the  daily  flow  from  these  springs  is 
approximately  60,000,000  gallons  (Cincinnati  consuming  25,000,000  to  67,000,000, 
or  an  average  of  44,000,000)  there  can  be  no  question  of  sufficiency  of  supply. 
Army  officers  would  not  likely  admit  any  engineering  difficulties,  and  as  a  free 
right  of  way  is  offered  for  the  pipe  line.,  with  a  charge  for  water  only  half  what 
others  have  asked,  or  a  further  proposition  to  sell  the  entire  tract  to  add  to 
Chickamauga  Park  at  the  Government's  own  price,  it  would  seem  to  make  very 
plain  sailing  in  carrying  out  this  object.  Financial  considerations  can  have  no 
weight  in  such  a  case,  yet  we  believe  the  cost  would  be  less  than  the  amount 
being  spent  for  driving  wells  and  hauling  water.  We  have  stated  that  the  pipe 
lines  are  mostly  laid  on  the  surface  and  that  the  water  thus  delivered  was  very 
warm.     We  think  a  covering  of  a  couple  of  feet  of  earth  would  materially  help 
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in  remedying  this  matter,  and  if  the  water  were  taken  from  Crawfish  Springs, 
which  is  at  a  constant  temperature  of  56°  (and  the  pipe  line  thus  protected) ,  we  see 
no  reason  why  water,  clear,  pure,  and  cool,  could  not  be  furnished  in  unlimited 
supply. 

We  append  herewith  notes  on  various  hospitals,  with  remarks  of  a  general 
nature  regarding  the  condition  of  the  camps  and  their  management,  all  of  which 
bear  on  the  subject  of  our  report;  also  an  abstract  of  our  interview  with  Mr. 
Gordon  Lee  relative  to  Crawfish  Springs  water. 

We  call  particular  attention  to  the  separate  report  of  Dr.  Bonifield  on  matters 
of  which  the  other  members  of  your  committee  are  not  competent  to  speak,  all 
of  which  your  committee  respectfully  submit. 

C.  L.  Bonifield. 
L.  D.  Drewry. 
Wm.  H.  Davis. 


To  the  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Army  and  Navy  League: 

In  addition  to  the  report  which  your  committee,  as  a  whole,  have  submitted,  I 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  observations,  from  a  medical  standpoint: 

The  number  of  cases  of  illness  at  Chickamauga  was,  approximately,  600;  about 
one-half  of  these  were  typhoid  fever.  Six  hundred  cases  of  illness  in  a  camp  of 
40,000  men  is  not  a  very  large  number,  and  300  cases  of  typhoid  fever  is  not  an 
extraordinarily  large  number;  but,  as  typhoid  fever  is  a  preventable  disease,  it  is 
certainly  more  than  there  ought  to  be.  The  other  cases  of  illness  were  largely 
malaria  and  bowel  troubles,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  in  no  way  can  be  pre- 
vented. There  are  heavy  fogs  morning  and  evening  over  the  neighboring  valleys, 
and  there  had  been  an  unusual  amount  of  rain,  so, it  would  be  expected  that 
malaria  would  be  prevalent.  The  soldiers  were  permitted  to  go  to  the  station  and 
indulge  in  improper  kinds  of  food;  therefore,  catarrhal  condition  of  the  digestive 
organs  might  also  be  expected  to  exist;  but  typhoid  fever  comes  from  typhoid 
fever  alone,  and  these  conditions  could  act  only  as  a  predisposing  cause  for  it. 

As  regards  the  treatment  of  these  typhoid  cases,  I  believe  that  it  is  the  best  pos- 
sible under  the  circumstances;  but  the  camp  hospitals  are  very  much  over- 
crowded. The  cots  are  placed  so  near  to  one  another  that  it  is  difficult  for  the 
nurses  to  get  around  them  to  perform  necessary  duties,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
keep  a  mosquito  bar  over  the  patients,  because  the  room  is  so  small  that  the 
attendants  are  tripped  by  it.  As  we  said  before,  it  had  been  raining  in  camp 
almost  every  day  for  two  weeks,  and  the  air  in  those  tents  must  become  very  foul 
indeed  when  it  is  necessary  to  close  the  tents  on  account  of  rain. 

The  discharges  from  the  patients'  bowels  were  apparently  disposed  of  in  the 
proper  way,  and  all  means  possible  were  used  to  prevent  immediate  infection. 
Trained  nurses  are,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  able  to  give  typhoid-fever 
patients  much  better  care  than  are  unskilled  attendants,  but  in  these  camp  hospi- 
tals it  certainly  would  be  very  trying  for  female  nurses  to  attend  to  those  cases. 
Owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the  tents,  the  nurses  would  be  unable  to  use 
screens  or  in  any  other  way  secure  privacy  for  the  patients  when  it  was  necessary 
for  them  to  evacuate  their  bowels.or  bladder.  I  therefore  do  not  see  how,  under 
existing  circumstances,  they  could  be  very  successfully  used  in  the  army  hospi- 
tals at  the  camp. 

We  were  told  by  Mr.  Smith,  representative  of  the  Red  Cross,  that  this  organi- 
zation would  within  a  week  or  ten  days  have  a  hospital  established  capable  of 
accommodating  125  patients,  with  22  Red  Cross  nurses  in  attendance.  This  will 
to  a  great  extent  relieve  the  overcrowded  conditions  of  the  army  hospitals,  and, 
no  doubt,  in  this  hospital  the  patients  will  receive  as  good  nursing  as  if  they  were 
at  home. 
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It  may  be  remarked  that  the  typhoid  fever  patient  is  as  well  off  in  a  tent  as  in 
a  house,  provided  he  has  the  necessary  room  and  attention. 

The  camp,  as  a  whole,  seemed  to  me  to  be  remarkably  clean.  In  only  one  or 
two  instances  did  we  observe  that  garbage  had  not  been  as  promptly  disposed  of 
as  it  should  be,  and  probably  this  was  only  a  temporary  oversight,  due  to  the 
excessive  rains  that  occurred  on  both  the  days  we  were  at  the  camp. 

I  talked  to  a  number  of  the  medical  officers,  and  found  them  to  be  men  of  abil- 
ity; some  of  them  I  had  known  before,  either  personally  or  by  reputation,  and 
they  have  left  lucrative  practices  at  home  to  serve  in  the  Army  for  a  mere  frac- 
tion of  the  income  to  which  they  were  accustomed.  I  believe  that  the  officers  in 
the  field  are  in  nowise  responsible  for  the  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  sick,  but 
that  the  blame  must  rest  upon  some  higher  authority.  While  at  the  camp  I  met 
a  very  prominent  surgeon  of  the  United  States  Army,  who  was  there  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inspecting  the  camp,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  his  inspection  will  be  thor- 
ough in  every  respect,  and  any  shortcomings  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
camp  will  be  reported  to  the  proper  authorities  and  remedied  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

The  surprise  is  that,  in  increasing  the  United  States  Army  from  25,000  to 
200,000  men  in  such  a  short  space  of  time  and  putting  them  into  camp,  the  sani- 
tary conditions  are  not  worse  than  they  are,  and  I  think  the  Army  and  Navy 
League  and  other  public  organizations  should  be  lenient  in  their  criticism  of 
existing  conditions.  The  only  thing  at  the  camp  which  to  me  seemed  inexcusable 
was  the  pumping  of  the  water  from  Chickamauga  Creek,  when  an  infinitely  bet- 
ter supply  could  be  obtained  only  2  miles  distant  from  this  point;  but  we  have 
referred  to  this  matter  in  detail  in  our  general  report. 

L.  C.  Bonifield. 


NOTES  ON   HOSPITALS. 

Leiter  Hospital,  on  a  bluff  adjoining  Crawfish  Springs;  capacity,  320  in  build- 
ing, 500  or  more  counting  grounds.  Present  number  219,  and  no  more  can  be 
received  until  the  water  system  be  perfected.  Tank  will  be  finished  in  six  days. 
Of  219  now  there  160  have  typhoid  fever.  Being  a  general  hospital  it  receives 
patients  from  the  entire  camp,  and  it  is  claimed  only  the  very  sick  are  sent,  the 
majority  of  fever  cases  being  received  in  the  third  stage.  On  the  contrary,  one 
of  the  large  division  hospitals  claimed  never  to  move  a  man  after  passing  the 
first  stage.  Red  Cross  nurses,  and  professional  Army  nurses,  called  "contract 
nurses  "  (furnished,  we  hear,  by  the  Daughters  of  the  Revolution) ,  work  harmo- 
niously and  efficiently.  Water  is  obtained  from  Crawfish  Springs.  The  hospital 
is  well  located,  surrounded  by  ample  verandas,  well  ventilated,  has  abundance  of 
shade  trees  in  grounds,  and,  as  a  business  term  goes,  is  a  "model  plant."  Dr. 
Bonifield  says  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  typhoid  patients  are  as  well  cared  for 
at  the  Leiter  Hospital  as  at  any  large  civil  hospital. 

One  division  hospital  (8,000  men  represented)  has  209  sick;  15  of  these  are  typhoid; 
7  deaths;  expected  to  dismiss  24  to  30  on  Monday.  One  regiment  in  this  division 
has  not  had  a  death  or  serious  illness,  although  in  camp  since  April  25.  They  use 
Chickamauga  water  as  it  comes  for  cooking,  and  the  same  after  passing  a  double 
filtration  for  drinking.  They  have  an  inclosure  for  shower  baths,  which  are  freely 
used.    No  well  water  here. 

Another  division  hospital  (12,800  men  represented)  has  225  sick.  Nineteen 
deaths  in  two  months;  less  sickness  than  from  the  same  number  at  home.  Prin- 
cipal ailments  intestinal,  but  many  typhoid  and  intermittent.  (Did  not  get 
number  of  typhoid-fever  patients. )  One  regiment  in  this  division  has  in  the  past 
suffered  greatly,  but  since  enforced  boiling  of  creek  water  and  entire  disuse  of 
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well  water  has  rapidly  improved.  A  singular  circumstance  is  told  of  this  regiment 
since  the  improvement  above  named.  One  of  their  number  being  drowned  while 
bathing  in  Chickamauga  Creek,  two  companies,  212  men,  rushed  in  to  hunt  the 
body.  They  were  an  hour  and  a  half  in  finding  it.  Of  this  number  over  40  were 
taken  with  fever  in  the  usual  number  of  days  required  for  such  development,  and 
the  doctors  attributed  it  to  water  inadvertently  drunk  at  that  time  from  the  river. 
One  of  the  regiment,  speaking  to  us  of  boiling  the  water,  said  it  was  all  humbug, 
as  they  had  as  much  sickness  as  ever — of  course  not  charging  the  40  just  taken 
sick  to  this  very  cause. 

Another  division  hospital  (the  largest)  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Red  Cross,  gave  us 
the  official  report  for  July  30th:  Second  Kentucky,  52;  Ninth  New  York,  39; 
First  Arkansas,  38;  Fifth  Missouri,  9;  First  Maine,  40;  Fifty-second  Iowa,  9;  First 
Mississippi,  54;  hospital  corps,  11;  ambulance  corps,  15;  one  omitted,  45,  making 
312  in  all.  Of  these,  60  are  typhoid,  but  mild.  Death  rate  small.  Random  notes 
show  an  Indiana  battery  of  175,  4  in  hospital;  an  Ohio  battery  of  173,  3  in  hospital; 
Grigsby 's  Rough  Riders  of  1 ,023, 60  in  hospital,  now  improving.  Mostly  dysentery, 
some  typhoid.  Have  moved  camp  into  the  open.  Were  in  woods.  Drinking 
water  hauled  from  Rossville,  7  miles;  pipe  line  for  bathing  only. 

INTERVIEW  WITH  MR.  GORDON   LEE,  OWNER  OF   CRAWFISH  SPRING,  CHICKAMAUGA, 

GEORGIA. 

We  inspected  Crawfish  Spring,  and  found  the  water  apparently  pure  and  of 
delightful  taste  and  temperature.  This  spring  has  a  flow  of  60,000,000  gallons  per 
day  (twenty-four  hours).  Mr.  Lee  stated  he  had  offered  the  Government,  with- 
out charge,  the  right  of  way  for  water  pipes  and  two  sites  for  pumping  station 
and  water  tank  at  $100  each,  which  price  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  officials. 
He  stated  that  he  had  offered  the  water  at  a  price  which  was  only  half  that  asked 
anywhere  else,  and  the  Government  officials  stated  that  price  to  be  satisfactory. 
Why  they  did  not  accept  this  proposition  no  one  knows,  at  least  we  were  unable 
to  find  out.  The  officials  took  the  water  from  a  place  about  2  miles  nearer  the 
camp  on  Chickamauga  Creek;  and  it  is  claimed  that  while  General  Brooke  knew 
he  made  a  mistake  in  doing  so,  yet  having  made  it  he  would  not  correct  it. 

There  was  never  any  dispute  between  Mr.  Lee  and  the  officials  regarding  the 
price  of  anything.  Mr.  Lee  stated  when  the  officials  wanted  to  haul  the  water 
from  the  spring  they  were  allowed  to  do  so  free  of  charge,  and  they  put  a  guard 
over  the  place  to  prevent  contamination.  The  guards  did  their  work  so  zealously 
that  Mr.  Lee's  mother,  during  his  absence,  was  unable  to  get  water  for  the  house- 
hold use  for  three  days.  When  he  came  home  and  went  down  to  see  about  it,  the 
guard  cursed  him  and  ordered  him  away.  He  asked  General  Brooke  if  the  water 
was  taken  away  that  his  property  be  protected,  and  yet  at  one  time  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  drilled  over  his  wheat  field,  destroying  it  utterly,  for  which  no  recom- 
pense was  made.  He  complained  about  the  matter,  and  stated  that  the  army 
would  have  to  stop  getting  water  unless  he  and  his  property  were  protected.  He 
allowed  them  to  get  water  two  or  three  weeks  after  these  orders  and  until  the 
army  had  its  line  in  use  and  had  drilled  additional  wells  over  the  park.  There 
was  no  haste  whatever  in  putting  them  away  from  the  water.  Since  that  time 
his  dam,  where  he  had  a  good,  new  mill,  had  been  taken  out  for  repairs,  and  when 
he  started  to  rebuild  the  dam  he  received  orders  from  headquarters  forbidding 
him  to  repair  it,  and  a  squad  of  cavalry  came  to  see  that  the  order  was  enforced. 
It  took  him  a  week  to  have  the  order  rescinded  so  that  he  could  do  his  work,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  it  was  his  own  property  and  2  miles  removed  from  the 
camp.  In  answer  to  our  inquiry  as  to  what  reason  they  had  for  this  action,  he 
could  give  no  reason,  unless  it  was  that  the  dam  being  above  the  intake  pipe  the 
officials  might  have  been  afraid  that  it  would  prevent  them  from  getting  their 
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supply  of  water,  or,  at  least,  render  it  muddy.  Mr.  Lee  stated  that  when  General 
Brooke  ordered  the  wagons  to  stop  hauling  water  from  the  spring  he  told  him 
(Mr.  Lee)  if  he  heard  of  his  giving  a  single  load  of  water  to  anybody  in  the  army 
he  would  immediately  turn  the  whole  army  loose  on  him. 

GENERAL   OBSERVATIONS. 

There  are  between  40,000  and  50,000  men  stationed  at  Camp  Thomas,  with  prob- 
ably 12,000  or  more  horses.  The  general  ' '  lay  of  the  land  "  in  Chickamauga  Park 
is  rolling,  numerous  hillocks,  but  no  great  hills  or  small  mountains.  Water- 
sheds numerous. 

While  in  the  park  both  Sunday  and  Monday  we  encountered  very  heavy  rains 
and  were  advised  that  it  had  rained  daily  for  twelve  to  fourteen  days  past. 
Remembering,  as  we  did,  the  very  heavy  rains  of  the  day  before  and  the  constant 
rains  for  several  days  prior,  as  reported  to  us,  we  were  on  Monday  morning  partic- 
ularly impressed  with  the  fact  that  a  very  great  portion  of  the  park  or  camping 
ground  was  quite  well  dried  out,  almost  dusty  in  places  in  the  roads.  However, 
there  is  some  flat  land  in  the  park,  and  this  naturally  does  not  drain  so  rapidly. 

As  a  rule  the  regiments  are  encamped  in  the  wooded — sometimes  densely 
wooded — places,  though  plenty  of  open  fields  are  to  be  found.  Some  of  the  regi- 
ments were  encamped  where  there  were  both  heavy  timbering  and  flat  ground. 
This,  too,  was  clearly  from  choice  and  ignorance  as  to  the  most  comfortable  and 
healthful  locations. 

The  men  generally  appear  remarkably  well  and  strong.  We  do  not  believe  a 
better  location  for  a  general  camp  could  be  found  anywhere.  The  policing  and 
sanitary  conditions  now  prevailing  in  nearly  all  the  regiments  appeared  most 
excellent. 

We  can  not  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  work  which  the  Red  Cross  and  other 
societies  are  doing.     Their  praises  are  sung  in  every  camp,  and  deservedly  so. 


Cincinnati,  August  17,  1898. 
General  Cowen. 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  please  find  report  of  bacteriologist  on  water  brought  from 
Chickamauga,  together  with  his  bill  for  same. 

As  you  will  see,  it  proves  that  at  least  one  specimen  was  contaminated  with 
human  feces,  and  as  this  is  the  way  typhoid-fever  germs  are  transmitted,  it  is 
probable  that  the  water  was  the  source  of  infection. 

Water  examined  more  promptly  than  it  was  possible  to  have  this  done  doubt- 
less would  have  shown  the  typhoid  bacillus.     The  examination  of  water  is  a  very 
tedious  and  complicated  process,  it  being  necessary  to  cultivate  many  germs  to 
differentiate  them  from  the  one  for  which  you  are  searching. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  L.  Bonifield. 


Cincinnati,  August  18,  1898. 
The  four  samples  of  water  marked  X,  H,  W,  and  I  were  received  and  placed  on 
ice  until  used.    In  none  of  them  was  the  typhoid  bacillus  of  Eberth  found,  but  in 
the  sample  marked  I  the  colon  bacillus  or  B.  coli  commun  was  found,  showing 
contamination. 

The  samples  were  not  in  the  best  condition,  and  were  somewhat  old  before 
being  used,  and  the  typhoid  may  be  and  in  all  probability  is  there,  but  the  find- 
ing of  the  colon  bacillus  shows  that  the  water  supply  is  contaminated  with 
excreta. 

Respectfully,  Otis  L.  Cameron, 

903  Race  street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
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Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  22, 1898. 
To  the  president  and  executive  committee  of  the  Army  and  Navy  League,  Clncin 
nati,  Ohio. 
Gentlemen:  A  partial  copy  of  a  report  made  to  your  honorable  body  by  one  of 
its  committees  upon  the  health  conditions  of  this  camp  having  been  furnished  me, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  facts  and  comments,  first,  for  convenience, 
fairness,  and  clearness,  quoting  that  portion  of  the  report  to  which  they  chiefly 
apply: 

As  the  special  mission  of  your  committee  was  regarding  the  character  of  the  water  supplied 
to  the  camp,  our  entire  time  was  given  to  it,  the  investigation  of  hospitals  and  the  amount  of 
typhoid  fever  being  for  evidence  of  results  from  its  use,  and  the  general  condition  of  the  camps, 
their  sinks,  the  disposal  of  garbage,  the  drainage  and  where  discharged  being  examined  as  the 
source  of  possible  and  very  probable  contamination.  Specimens  of  water  from  several  sources 
have  been  submitted  for  scientific  examination,  and  the  report  on  this  will  be  submitted. 

The  chief  source  of  supply  is  by  pipe  line  connecting  with  most  of  the  camps  from  the  pump- 
ing station  and  tower  on  Chickamauga  Creek.  This  creek  is  a  small  affair,  with  clear  water  in 
dry  weather,  being  fed  from  numerous  springs,  but  rising  quickly  after  a  small  rain,  and  at  the 
time  of  our  visit  carried  more  mud  than  the  Ohio  at  its  worst  condition.  The  banks  are  covered 
with  luxuriant  vegetation .  Limbs  of  trees  in  many  places  hang  in  the  water,  and  the  underbrush 
growing  close  to  the  bank  is  covered  with  water  during  freshets.  We  are  told  that  Government 
examination  resulted  in  declaring  the  water  free  from  danger,  but  such  conditions  are  not 
usually  supposed  to  be  consistent  with  this  view. 

The  pumping  station  is  above  all  the  natural  surface  drains  of  the  camp  except  one,  which 
empties  just  alongside.  The  intake  pipes  are  extended  some  50  feet  or  more  across  the  outlet 
to  a  point  supposed  to  be  above  backwater.  As  a  further  precaution  a  channel  has  since  been 
dug,  making  the  outlet  lower  down,  and  a  dam  has  been  run  across  the  original  channel.  This 
dam  is  not  such  a  one  as  to  inspire  confidence,  having  once  been  washed  away  and  appearing 
ready  to  repeat  the  operation  at  next  high  water.  It  is  built  of  loose  stone,  with  a  facing  of 
loose  earth,  and  does  not  seem  water-tight  below,  and  the  upper  part  certainly  would  not  pre- 
vent high  water  from  escaping.  When  last  washed  out  the  water  from  this  stream  was  observed 
to  back  up  over  the  intake,  and  the  engineer  at  once  stopped  the  engines.  For  this  judicious  act 
he  was  reprimanded. 

A  tower  on  the  hill  near  by  carries  the  tank  for  surplus  water,  but  the  pumps  force  the  chief 
supply  direct  into  the  camp.  The  pipe  line  is  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  being  seldom 
covered  except  at  road  crossings.  Being  thus  exposed  to  the  sun,  the  water  becomes  very  warm, 
as  high  as  103°  last  time  our  informant  tested  it.  We  think  Cincinnati  water  in  summer  at  75° 
and  80°  is  pretty  warm. 

We  were  unable  to  visit  the  country  beyond  Chickamauga  Creek,  but  as  it  is  open  farming 
land  it  is  not  likely  to  furnish  objectionable  drainage.  The  town  of  Chickamauga,  however, 
drains  into  the  lake  below  Crawfish  Springs,  near  where  it  overflows  into  Chickamauga  Creek, 
some  3J  miles  above  the  intake.  We  do  not  know  where  Leiter  Hospital  drains,  but  have  no 
doubt  it  is  in  the  same  place. 

The  supply  of  next  importance  is  from  driven  wells,  some  32  in  number,  ranging  from  50  to  156 
feet  in  depth.  These  wells  are  cased  to  the  first  rock,  not  farther,  and  the  importance  of  this 
statement  will  appear  later.  Five  machines  are  being  used  all  the  time  in  the  construction  of 
additional  wells,  and  it  is  evident  that  these  are  considered  satisfactory  by  those  in  charge. 
While  many  of  these  wells  are  probably  good,  there  is  at  least  strong  evidence  against  some  of 
them,  typhoid  germs  being  found,  according  to  the  statement  of  a  high  medical  officer,  in  one 
(from  which  we  bring  sample  marked  H),  and  over  which  a  guard  is  kept  day  and  night  to  pre- 
vent any  use  of  it  except  for  watering  stock.  The  pumps  on  several  other  wells  have  been 
broken  "accidentally,"  and  they  are  not  being  repaired. 

It  is  stated  that  some  of  these  wells  are  muddy  after  a  rain,  showing  a  close  connection 
between  surface  drainage  and  certain  fissures  between  the  strata  of  rock  through  which  the 
wells  are  bored.  In  some  places  "sink  holes"  exist,  toward  which  water  flows  from  all  direc- 
tions and  disappears  as  if  through  a  sieve.  There  are  said  to  be  dozens  of  these,  and  we  saw 
three  in  one  camp,  each  draining  several  acres.  We  saw  two  immediately  after  the  heavy  rain 
of  Monday,  in  one  of  which  water  was  standing;  but  excavation  for  a  camp  sink  had  caused  loose 
earth  to  close  the  outlet,  so  that  the  water  escaped  slowly.  The  other  was  as  free  from  water  as 
the  higher  ground  which  it  drained,  and  as  showing  the  quantity  of  water  which  it  drained  a 
good-sized  stump  was  in  the  opening,  having  floated  there,  as  shown  by  the  water  lines.  We 
would  doubt  the  purity  of  water  from  wells  in  close  proximity  to  such  sink  holes  until  it  had  been 
demonstrated.  It  is  but  fair  to  say  shat  the  water  from  the  well  nearest  the  above-named  sink 
holes  was  perfectly  clear  immediately  after  the  heavy  rain  on  Monday,  showing  that  the  dip  of 
the  rocks  was  in  the  opposite  direction,  or  else  possibly  that  the  muddy  water  had  not  yet 
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affected  the  well  (it  was  little  used,  as  stated),  and  possibly  we  got  our  specimen  of  water  from 
what  was  in  the  pipe. 

The  third  source  of  supply  is  from  various  springs  several  miles  away,  water  from  which  is 
hauled  in  barrels  by  the  regular  army  wagons.  This  water  is  doubtless  good,  the  only  danger 
being  from  the  barrels  used,  and  the  old  sacks  which  cover  them  to  prevent  splashing,  either  of 
which  become  foul  unless  great  care  is  exercised. 

We  find  regulations  requiring  both  Chickamauga  and  well  water  to  be  boiled  before  using  for 
drinking.  Some  obey  and  many  will  not.  One  regiment,  which  makes  a  prisoner  on  extra 
duty  of  any  man  detected  drinking  unboiled  water,  has  a  sick  list  of  only  10  from  a  total  of  1,300 
men,  and  of  these  only  4  are  in  the  hospital.  Another  regiment  of  the  same  division  (same 
number  of  men),  and  where  boiling  is  not  enforced,  has  a  sick  list  of  148,  of  which  60  are  in  the 
hospital.  The  wisdom  of  the  order  for  boiling  is  apparent,  and  at  the  same  time  no  stronger 
proof  could  be  given  that  the  water  is  not  pure.  In  making  this  assertion  we  give  full  weight 
to  the  fact  that  much  sickness  of  an  intestinal  character  is  caused  by  excessive  consumption  of 
watermelons,  various  fruits,  and  soft  drinks. 

As  a  possible  source  of  supply  which  would  be  free  from  any  of  the  objections  found  to  exist 
against  the  creek  water  and  well  water,  we  visited  Crawfish  Springs,  which  is  some  2  miles 
farther  from  camp  than  the  intake  from  Chickamauga  Creek,  and  a  careful  examination  and 
inquiry  convinces  us  that  it  would  not  only  be  a  perfectly  satisfactory  water  for  all  purposes, 
but  also  that  there  are  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  furnishing  it.  As  the  daily  flow  from  these 
springs  is  approximately  60,000,00b  gallons  (Cincinnati  consuming  25,000,000  to  67,000,000,  or  an 
average  of  44,000,000),  there  can  be  no  question  of  sufficiency  of  supply. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  above  quotation  goes  far  toward  overthrowing  the 
entire  report  of  your  committee  as  to  the  water  from  the  Chickamauga. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  opening  of  their  report  they  speak  of  this  stream 
as  "  a  small  affair"  and  "  fed  from  numerous  springs." 

In  the  close  they  show  that  this  "small  affair"  receives,  2  miles  farther  from 
camp  than  the  intake,  60,000,000  gallons  of  what  your  committee  says  that  "a 
careful  examination  and  inquiry  convinces  us  that  it  would  not  only  be  a  per- 
fectly satisfactory  water  for  all  purposes,  but  also  that  there  are  no  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  furnishing  it."  They  further,  by  their  own  figures,  fix  the  daily  flow 
of  this  spring  (which  goes  directly  to  our  intake)  at  16,000,000  gallons  greater 
than  the  average  consumption  of  the  entire  city  of  Cincinnati,  which  your  hon- 
orable league  will  doubtless  regard  as  a  considerable  amount  of  "perfectly  satis- 
factory water"  to  flow  in  the  "  small  affair  "  upon  which  your  committee  makes 
such  condemnatory  report. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  spring,  which  furnished,  according  to  their  figures, 
so  much  "perfectly  satisfactory  water,"  is,  by  their  own  report,  only  one  of 
"  numerous  springs  "  which  feed  this  "  small  affair." 

If  your  committee  had  visited  park  headquarters,  as  it  was  invited  to  do,  both 
by  the  engineer  of  the  park  and  myself,  with  the  promise  from  both  to  furnish 
any  desired  information  in  regard  to  the  conditions  at  the  park,  of  which  we  have 
been  daily  observers  from  the  first,  they  would  have  learned  that  the  "small 
affair,"  the  Chickamauga,  is  fed  exclusively  from  mountain  springs;  that  it  flows 
for  26  miles  through  McLemores  Cove,  which  is  in  large  part  a  rocky,  wild,  uncul- 
tivated region,  with  no  towns  bordering  it;  in  short,  that  there  is  no  valley  in  the 
Eastern  States  furnishing  any  considerable  city  with  water  as  clean  as  this.  The 
town  of  Chickamauga,  which  your  committee  says  drains  into  the  creek,  is  a 
small  collection  of  dwellings  a  mile  from  it,  has  no  system  of  sewerage,  and  the 
refuse  from  each  house  sinks  at  once  into  the  ground  at  the  above  distance  from 
the  river. 

The  utter  failure  of  your  committee  to  appreciate  the  serious  duty  with  which 
they  were  charged  is  found  in  this  amazing  sentence:  "  We  do  not  know  where 
Leiter  Hospital  drains,  but  have  no  doubt  it  is  in  the  same  place"  (Chickamauga 
Creek) .  Here  is  a  committee  charged  especially  with  investigating  typhoid  con- 
ditions, which  did  not  think  it  of  enough  consequence  to  ask  about  the  drainage 
from  the  main  typhoid-fever  hospital  of  the  camp,  but  contents  itself  with 
reporting  to  your  honorable  body  that,  while  they  know  nothing  about  it,  they 
have  no  doubt  it  empties  into  the  water  supply.    If  they  had  asked  at  the  hospital, 
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at  park  headquarters,  or  of  the  chief  surgeon,  they  would  have  ascertained  that? 
no  drop  of  sewage  from  the  hospital  has  at  any  time  entered  Chickamauga  Creek, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  for  this  sewage  to  reach  it.  But  this  committee  failed 
to  apply  either  at  military  or  park  headquarters  for  information  upon  any  of  the 
points  which  they  had  under  consideration,  and  upon  any  or  all  of  which  full 
information  was  offered  them  and  could  have  been  furnished  them. 

The  entire  statement  of  your  committee  in  regard  to  unsafe  conditions  at  the 
intake  is  based  upon  assumptions  which  do  not  exist  and  have  not  existed.  They 
correspond  with  camp  talk  which  has  been  prevalent  and  with  the  talk  of  those 
who,  after  allowing  disease  to  gain  a  foothold  in  their  camps  through  gross 
neglect  of  the  most  common  sanitary  measures,  set  up  a  cry  against  the  water  as 
the  best  weapon  with  which  to  shield  themselves  from  the  consequences  of  serious 
neglect  of  duty. 

In  spite  of  all  that  your  committee  reports,  there  never  has  been  a  time  when 
a  particle  of  water  from  the  polluted  stream  of  which  they  speak  reached  the 
intake,  and  it  never  will  until  water  runs  upstream  against  a  swift  current.  At 
the  time  spoken  of,  when  a  freshet  washed  out  one  dam,  the  engines  had  stopped 
for  the  night,  and  the  dam  was  at  once  restored,  and  not  a  drop  of  polluted  water 
in  the  meantime  reached  the  intake.  If  your  committee  had  made  inquiry,  as 
they  were  invited  to  do,  of  our  engineer,  who  established  the  water  plant,  they 
would  not  have  been  misled  into  reaching  the  wholly  erroneous  conclusions  which 
they  report  to  you. 

The  statement  that  "the  pipe  line  is  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  being 
seldom  covered  except  at  road  crossings,"  was  not  true  when  your  committee  was 
here.  When  the  pipes  were  first  laid,  some  weeks  before  your  committee 
appeared,  they  were  screwed  together  on  the  surface  in  order  to  furnish  water 
for  washing,  cooking,  and  animals,  and  so  relieve  the  demands  upon  the  wells 
and  springs  of  the  park  at  the  earliest  moment.  As  soon  as  this  was  completed 
each  regiment  was  ordered  to  sink  or  cover  the  pipe  on  its  own  ground  and  half- 
way to  the  adjacent  camps.  This  was  done  everywhere  as  to  the  mains,  and  in 
all  cases  as  to  the  laterals,  except  where  a  few  regiments  failed  to  obey  orders. 
Your  committee  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  obtaining  its 
information  from  such  sources. 

In  conclusion,  as  to  the  water  at  the  intake,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  there  have 
been  three  analyses  of  this  water  by  chemists  of  standing,  each  one  showing  it 
to  be  water  of  sufficient  purity  for  domestic  use. 

A  strong  light  is  thrown  upon  that  portion  of  the  committee's  report  by  this 
paragraph  of  Dr.  Bonifield's  notes: 

One  regiment  in  this  division  has  not  had  a  death  or  serious  illness,  although  in  camp  since 
April  25.  They  use  Chickamauga  water  as  it  comes  for  cooking  and,  after  passing  a  double  fil- 
tration, for  drinking.    They  have  an  inclosure  for  shower  baths,  which  are  freelv  used. 

The  water  for  these  baths,  it  is  pertinent  to  remark,  is  from  the  Chickamauga, 
which  elsewhere  in  the  report  is  represented  as  dangerous  for  bathing.  Your 
committee,  while  reporting  that  40  out  of  212  men  were  taken  sick  after  being 
in  the  Chickamauga  River  an  hour  and  a  half  hunting  for  the  body  of  a  comrade 
who  had  been  drowned,  failed  to  state  that  this  was  in  that  part  of  the  stream 
below  the  intake,  which  receives  the  entire  wash  of  the  camps. 

Further,  this  pipe  line  is  not  "the  chief  source  of  supply,"  as  stated  by  your 
committee,  if  by  that  it  means  the  chief  source  for  drinking  water.  It  was  put  in 
as  an  emergency  measure  to  furnish  water  for  washing,  cooking,  and  the  many 
thousand  horses  and  mules,  and  thus  relieve  the  pressure  upon  the  wells  and 
springs,  which  furnished  clear  drinking  water  which  did  not  call  for  filtering. 
The  pipe  line  fully  accomplished  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed,  and, 
besides,  furnished  water  which  when  filtered,  for  which  the  chief  quartermaster 
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furnished  facilities,  was  shown  by  analysis  to  be  of  the  same  character  as  the 
water  from  the  deepest  wells. 

As  to  your  committee's  criticism  of  the  wells  of  the  park,  some  preliminary 
statements  are  needed  before  taking  note  of  their  conclusions. 

With  one  exception,  and  that  a  well  which  was  not  in  use  except  for  a  few 
days,  these  wells  are  drilled  through  from  70  to  165  feet  of  solid  rock,  and  75  per 
cent  of  them  over  105  feet  of  solid  rock  before  the  water-bearing  strata  is  reached. 
These  holes  remain  dry  until  this  strata  is  reached,  so  dry  that  it  is  necessary  in 
boring  to  pour  in  water  to  assist  the  work  of  drill,  thus  showing  a  total  absence 
of  seepage  through  the  upper  layers  of  rock.  The  water  rises  in  these  completed 
wells  to  within  4  to  10  feet  of  the  surface,  and  as  there  are  no  corresponding 
water  levels  anywhere  in  the  park  or  near  it  and  as  all  of  these  levels  are  quite 
above  the  Chickamauga  Creek,  these  facts  show  that  the  water  from  all  these 
wells  comes  from  points  beyond  the  park  limits,  and  so  beyond  any  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  camps. 

As  to  the  surface  drainage  seeping  into  these  wells,  it  is  proper  to  remark  that 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  park,  a  short  distance  under  the  surface,  an  indurated 
clay  is  met  which  overlays  the  ledge  rock  and  is  impervious  to  the  surface 
water,  and  the  drill  developed  no  clay  in  the  stratification  of  the  rock.  There 
never  has  been  an  instance  where  crevices  or  cavities  were  encountered  during 
the  process  of  drilling  these  wells. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  from  the  report  of  your  committee  that  the  water  taken 
home  for  analysis  by  your  committee  was  from  a  well  that  had  been  condemned 
here  as  impure,  and  over  which  a  guard  was  kept  day  and  night  to  prevent  its 
use  except  for  stock. 

The  statement  that  pumps  have  been  ' '  accidentally  broken  and  are  not  repaired  " 
is  not  correct,  whatever  idea  it  may  have  been  intended  to  convey.  A  force  of 
men  has  been  continuously  employed  to  make  all  needed  repairs  to  the  pumps. 

Of  the  entire  number  of  wells  only  three  show  any  traces  of  muddiness  after 
heavy  rains.  One  of  these,  which  was  only  slightly  discolored,  proved  upon 
analysis  to  be  pure,  a  second  had  not  been  in  use  by  the  troops,  and  a  third  was 
put  out  of  use  as  a  matter  of  precaution  pending  an  analysis. 

After  the  statements  and  inferences  of  your  committee  about  sink  holes,  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  they  found  the  well  nearest  them  "  perfectly  clear  "  after 
the  heavy  rain  which  they  noticed  disappearing  in  the  neighboring  sinks  like  a 
sieve.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  extreme  care  exercised  by  your  committee 
in  collecting  water  for  analysis  as  shown  by  the  statement  "  that  possibly  we  got 
our  specimens  of  water  from  the  pipe; "  in  other  words,  that  they  did  not  know 
the  exact  conditions  surrounding  the  water  they  took  home  to  your  honorable 
body  for  analysis. 

I  find  it  interesting  to  observe,  as  indicating  the  extreme  care  with  which  your 
committee  conducted  its  investigation  into  the  water  supply  of  the  park,  that  in 
mentioning  the  third  source  of  supply  as  various  springs  several  miles  away  from 
the  park,  from  which  water  is  hauled  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  without  any  such 
examination  as  is  necessary  to  the  testing  of  the  character  of  water  or  any  per- 
sonal examination  whatever,  they  report  to  your  honorable  body  that  "  this  water 
is  doubtless  good." 

If  your  committee  had  applied  at  park  headquarters  for  the  information  offered 
them,  they  could  have  seen  the  following  official  statement  of  the  results  of 
analysis  of  the  pipe-line  water,  of  all  the  wells  and  springs  in  the  park,  and  of  the 
springs  in  its  vicinity  from  which  water  has  been  hauled  for  the  troops: 

The  analysis  of  all  wells  and  springs  used  by  the  men  is  complete,  except  one,  which  seems 
doubtful  and  is  being  further  examined.  Of  the  eleven  springs  in  and  near  the  park,  which 
together  furnish  a  large  supply  of  water,  all  are  reported  pure  but  one,  and  this  has  been  used 
chiefly  for  washing  and  very  little  for  drinking. 
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Of  our  28  artesian  wells  in  use  by  the  men,  all  but  two  are  reported  pure.  The  examination 
of  one  is  still  in  progress.  One  heretofore  condemned  by  a  regimental  surgeon,  solely  on  sus- 
picion, is  found  to  be  pure.  Use  has  been  suspended  of  all  sources  found  doubtful.  The  water 
in  the  pipe  line  has  heretofore  been  declared  good  except  the  need  of  filtering.  Since  that 
report  the  quartermaster  has  issued  niters.  The  water  supply  from  the  various  pure  sources 
is  ample. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  report  made  to  surgeons  that  the  wash  of  the 
camp  pollutes  the  river  at  or  above  the  intake.  This  has  all  arisen  from  a  total  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  lines  of  drainage  and  of  the  construction  of  the  pumping  plant. 

As  your  committee  did  not  apply  for  information  at  military  headquarters,  at 
medical  or  park  headquarters,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  where  it  obtained  its 
alleged  information.  I  am,  however,  constrained  to  say  that  their  report  as  to 
water  and  sickness  closely  follows  the  talk  of  two  classes  of  persons,  each  of 
which  class  has  been  very  persistent  and  industrious  in  its  assertions,  namely,* 
parties  who  have  been  anxious  to  install  costly  water  plants,  and,  next  and  most 
persistent,  those  who  apparently  have  sought  by  raising  false  cries  against  the 
water  to  divert  attention  from  their  own  serious  and  most  reprehensible  neglects. 

"With  hospital  conditions  and  the  sickness  caused  by  eating  the  trash,  unripe 
fruit  and  other  slop  sold  about  the  camps,  the  park  commission  has  not  been 
responsible.  It  believes  with  your  committee  that  much  sickness  has  developed 
from  these  sales.  But  as  the  park  commission  installed  the  water  plant,  both  the 
river  and  the  well  system,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  pay  the  above  attention  to 
the  report  of  your  committee. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 


August  31,  1898. 
To  the  President  and  Executive  Committee  of  the  Army  and  Navy  League,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

Gentlemen:  In  reply  to  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton's  letter  of  date  August  22,  1898, 
addressed  to  your  honorable  body,  as  published  in  various  papers  on  the  27th  and 
28th  instant,  his  arraignment  and  criticism  over  certain  and  extended  extracts  of 
the  report  as  made  by  your  committee  does  us  a  serious  injustice.  I  therefore 
submit  the  following,  that  you  and  the  public  may  know  that  we  were  not  so 
reckless  as  General  Boynton's  letter,  his  quotations  from  and  criticisms  of  our 
report,  would  indicate.  Also  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  we  did  not  condemn 
Chickamauga  Park  or  claim  that  its  possible  water  supply  was  naturally  unhealthy. 

In  using  the  quotation: 

We  find  regulations  requiring  both  Chickamauga  and  well  water  to  be  boiled  before  using 
for  drinking.  Some  obey  and  many  will  not.  One  regiment,  which  makes  a  prisoner  on  extra 
duty  of  any  man  detected  drinking  unboiled  water,  has  a  sick  list  of  only  10  from  a  total  of 
1,300  men,  and  of  these  only  4  are  in  the  hospital.  Another  regiment  of  the  same  division  (same 
number  of  men)  and  where  boiling  is  not  enforced,  has  a  sick  list  of  148,  of  which  60  are  in  the 
hospital.  The  wisdom  of  the  order  for  boiling  is  apparent,  and  at  same  time  no  stronger  proof 
could  be  given  that  the  water  is  not  pure.  In  making  this  assertion  we  give  full  weight  to  the 
fact  that  much  sickness  of  an  intestinal  character  is  caused  by  excessive  consumption  of  water- 
melons, various  fruits,  and  soft  drinks. 

As  a  possible  source  of  supply,  which  would  be  free  from  any  of  the  objections  found  to  exist 
against  the  creek  water  and  well  water,  we  visited  Crawfish  Springs,  which  is  some  2  miles 
further  from  camp  than  the  intake  from  Chickamauga  Creek,  and  a  careful  examination  and 
inquiry  convinces  us  that  it  would  not  only  be  a  perfectly  satisfactory  water  for  all  purposes, 
but  also  that  there  are  no  obstacles  in  the  way  of  furnishing  it.  As  the  daily  flow  from  these 
springs  is  approximately  60,000,000  gallons  (Cincinnati  consuming  25,000,000  to  67,000,000,  or  an 
average  of  44,000,000),  there  can  be  no  question  of  sufficiency  of  supply. 

General  Boynton  says  "  The  last  paragraph  of  the  above  quotation  goes  far  toward 
overthrowing  the  entire  report  of  your  committee  as  to  the  water  from  the 
Chickamauga.     It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  opening  of  their  report  they  speak 
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of  this  stream  as  '  a  small  affair,'  and  '  fed  from  numerous  springs.' "  It  appears 
necessary  to  here  explain  that  our  reference  to  the  stream  being  a  small  affair 
was  simply  in  a  comparative  sense,  as  the  reading  of  the  report  will  readily  show, 
but  he  ignored  our  figures  showing  its  partial  supply,  and  apparently  failing 
to  appreciate  the  fact  that  "small  affair"  was  used  simply  as  between  dry 
weather  and  freshet  times.  Would  one  be  criticised  for  speaking  of  the  Ohio  at 
Cincinnati,  or  the  Tennessee  at  Chattanooga  as  a  small  affair  at  low  water  in  dry 
weather,  when  comparing  them  with  their  volume  of  water  during  a  freshet,  or 
when  much  swollen  from  general  and  daily  rains,  which  had  fallen  for  twelve  to 
fourteen  days  just  past?  Why  does  the  General  not  go  further  into  the  quotation, 
and  explain  why,  if  the  water  is  pure,  so  few  are  sick  when  only  "  boiled  water  "  is 
used,  and  so  many  sick  among  those  who  do  not  boil  it? 

As  to  the  drainage  from  the  little  town  of  Chickamauga,  we  did  not  say  that 
the  town  had  other  than  "surface  drainage;"  neither  does  the  General  say  that 
said  surface  drainage  enters  Chickamauga  River  below  the  intake  pipe.  Suppose 
Leiter  Hospital  proper  does  drain  into  a  vault,  what  about  the  deposits  from 
walk-around  and  convalescent  typhoid  patients  who  relieve  their  bowels  and 
bladders  outside  the  hotel  in  the  fields  and  woods  ?  Where  do  the  germs  from 
these  hospital  patients  and  from  the  town  itself  drain  after  a  rain,  if  not  into  the 
river,  or  lake  which  flows  into  the  river  above  the  intake  pipe?  We  did  not  say  in 
any  part  of  our  report  that  any  of  the  camp  drainage  went  into  the  river  above 
the  intake,  except  the  possibility  of  same,  in  event  of  the  breaking  of  the  dam  at 
the  pumping  station,  or  seepage  through  it,  etc. 

In  their  report  your  committee  simply  gave  their  own  impressions  as  to  the 
conditions  of  the  water,  and  in  addition  took  samples  of  same  and  had  them 
examined  by  one  of  the  most  noted  bacteriologists  of  Cincinnati.  The  writer  is 
in  receipt  of  an  extract  of  the  report  made  by  Dr.  Cameron,  which  follows: 

Abstract  of  report  on  examination  of  water.  Samples  not  in  best  of  condition.  Typhoid 
bacillus  not  found  in  any  samples;  but  in  Sample  I,  the  Bac.  coli.  communis,  or  colon  bac,  was 
found,  showing  that  this  source  of  supply  was  contaminated,  and  that  the  tyhpoid  may  be  and 
probably  is  present. 

As  to  the  condition  of  the  water  taken  to  him,  and  which  he  says  was  not  in 
the  best  of  condition,  will  say,  that  it  was  taken  in  half -pint  apollinaris  bottles, 
after  having  been  thoroughly  scalded  and  new  corks  placed  very  securely  in  them. 
The  specimen  of  water  to  which  the  doctor  refers  as  being  impure  and  possibly 
containing  typhoid  germs  was  taken  from  the  main-pipe  hydrant  near  the  Alex- 
ander road,  at  a  point  some  300  or  so  yards  from  the  pumping  station,  and  the 
second  hydrant  on  the  line,  after  leaving  the  intake  or  pumping  station.  The 
water  from  the  condemned  well,  as  well  as  from  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  the 
intake  pipe,  and  another  sample  taken  from  the  pipe  line,  but  after  it  had  passed 
the  filters,  were  all  found  to  be  minus  any  dangerous  foreign  substances,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Cameron's  report. 

I  am  advised  by  scientific  men  that  the  doctor's  expression  ' '  Samples  not  in 
best  condition  "  was  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  was  not  in  sealed 
glass  tubes,  known  as  "  Sternberg  tubes,"  but  that  the  samples  submitted  as  they 
were  by  us  would  only  make  the  examination  more  favorable  for  the  water,  as 
many  bacteria  had  doubtless  died  on  account  of  delay  and  imperfect  sealing. 

The  whole  burden  of  our  criticism  was  and  is  that  a  better  and  safer  supply  of 
water  could  in  our  judgment  have  been  secured  from  Crawfish  Springs,  not 
spring,  as  the  General's  letter  would  indicate,  say  from  the  "  blue  hole  "  near  the 
head  of  the  lake,  which  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee  would  have  been  as 
good  as  could  have  been  had  from  any  source  in  the  country.  It  must  not  be 
taken  for  granted  that  because  your  committee  did  not  "go  to  military  or  park 
headquarters"  that  they  received  their  information  from  hackmen  and  hucksters, 
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or  even  from  people  who,  generally  speaking,  would  be  blindly  biased  or  ignorant 
of  sanitary  conditions.  Our  information  was  generally  received  from  army  and 
medical  officers;  that  concerning  "the  40  typhoid  patients,"  the  "broken  pumps," 
and  "the  condemned  well"  (which  a  major-doctor  stated  he  himself  had  con- 
demned) ,  was  from  a  major-doctor  in  charge  of  one  of  the  principal  hospitals  in 
the  camp — a  man  who  enjoys  a  high  reputation  in  medicine  and  science.  We 
were  advised  by  him  that  broken  pumps  were  not  being  mended  in  the  camp 
referred  to  in  our  report. 

The  Chattanooga  Times,  in  its  headlines  of  Sunday,  the  28th,  says  that  this  com- 
mittee visited  Chattanooga  two  weeks  ago.  This  is  an  error  by  three  weeks,  viz, 
we  were  here  five  weeks  to  a  day  prior  to  August  28,  and  I  deny  that  at  that  time 
the  main  pipe  lines  were  covered,  but  maintain  that  our  report  of  them  was  liter- 
ally correct.  I  might  add  that  said  pipes,  so  far  as  I  have  observed,  are  still  lying 
on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  with  a  covering  of  earth  and  rocks  of  probably  from 
a  few  inches  to,  we  will  say,  l£  or  2  feet.  Likewise  that  at  that  time  at  least  one 
regiment  was  using  for  drinking  purposes  the  pipe  line  water  above  referred  to, 
and  to  which  Dr.  Cameron's  report  referred,  some  of  it  being  first  filtered,  they 
not  having  filters  enough  to  supply  filtered  water  for  the  entire  regiment.  We 
sampled  it,  and  know  it  was  hot. 

As  to  the  General's  criticism  of  that  part  of  our  report  which  refers  to  the 
depth  of  the  wells,  we  received  our  information  from  Mr.  E.  E.  Betts,  the  park 
engineer.  He  it  was  (but  not  at  headquarters)  who  after  looking  at  his  memo- 
randum book  gave  us  the  number  of  wells  as  32,  and  stated  that  they  were  from 
50  to  156  feet  deep.  Therefore  I  can  not  conceive  as  to  how  said  wells  "have 
been  drilled  through  from  70  to  165  feet  of  solid  rock."  This  simply  to  place  our 
figures  right  and  likewise  to  show  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  did  not 
"go  to  military  or  park  headquarters,"  we  secured  our  information  from  men 
who  were  supposed  to  know  what  they  were  talking  about. 

The  General  says: 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  the  extreme  care  exercised  by  your  committee  in  collecting  water 
for  analysis  as  shown  by  the  statement  "that  possibly  we  got  our  specimen  of  water  from  the 
pipe1'— in  other  words,  that  they  did  not  know  the  exact  conditions  surrounding  the  water  they 
took  home  to  your  honorable  body  for  analysis. 

The  language  of  our  report  was: 

It  is  but  fair  to  say  that  the  water  from  the  well  nearest  the  above-named  sink  holes  was  per- 
fectly clear  immediately  after  the  heavy  rain  of  Monday,  showing  that  the  dip  of  the  rocks  was 
in  the  opposite  direction,  or  else  possibly  that  the  muddy  water  had  not  yet  affected  the  well 
(it  was  little  used  as  stated),  and  possibly  we  got  our  specimen  of  water  from  what  was  in  the 
pipe. 

I  likewise  wish  to  quote  one  of  many  parts  of  our  report  which  the  General 
omitted,  viz:  "The  general  lay  of  the  land  in  Chickamauga  Park  is  rolling, 
numerous  hillocks,  but  no  great  hills  or  small  mountains.  Watersheds  numer- 
ous," and  "  we  do  not  believe  a  better  location  for  a  general  camp  could  be  found 
anywhere."    General  Boynton  had  the  full  report  at  time  of  writing. 

As  to  the  third  source  of  supply,  he  said: 

The  third  source  of  supply  is  from  various  springs  several  miles  away,  water  from  which  is 
hauled  in  barrels  by  the  regular  army  wagons.  This  water  is  doubtless  good,  the  only  danger 
being  from  the  barrels  used  and  the  old  sacks  which  cover  them  to  prevent  splashing,  either  of 
which  become  foul  unless  great  care  is  exercised. 

As  to  this,  the  General  says,  under  the  heading  "  Other  sources  of  supply:" 

I  find  it  interesting  to  observe  as  indicating  the  extreme  care  with  which  your  committee 
conducted  its  investigation  into  the  water  supply  of  the  park,  that  in  mentioning  the  third 
source  of  supply  as  various  springs  several  miles  away  from  the  park  from  which  water  is  hauled 
for  the  use  of  the  troops,  without  any  such  examination  as  is  necessary  to  the  testing  of  the 
character  of  water,  or  any  personal  examination  whatever,  they  report  to  your  honorable  body 
that  "this  water  is  doubtless  good.1' 


CAMP   THOMAS.  341 

We  did  not  visit  these  springs,  though  one  member  of  the  committee,  the  writer 
of  this,  was  familiar  with  the  location  and  surroundings  of  the  springs  referred 
to,  and  so  reported  same  to  the  other  members  of  the  committee;  hence  the  lan- 
guage, "  this  water  is  doubtless  good." 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  closing  his  article  General  Boynton  quoted  from  us  by 
saying,  "  this  water  is  doubtless  good."  Why  did  he  not  quote  the  sentence  fully, 
which  read: 

This  water  is  doubtless  good,  the  only  danger  being  from  the  barrels  used  and  the  old  sacks 
which  cover  them  to  prevent  splashing,  either  of  which  become  foul  unless  great  care  is  exer- 
cised. 

He  severely  criticises  us  for  our  failure  to  state,  in  so  many  words,  that  the  40 
out  of  212  men  who  were  taken  sick  with  typhoid  fever  after  having  searched  the 
river  an  hour  and  a  half  to  find  the  body  of  a  dead  comrade,  were  below  and  not 
above  the  intake  pipe.  It  was  below  the  intake,  and  a  part  of  our  report,  as  copied 
by  the  General,  shows  it.    It  reads: 

The  pumping  station  is  above  all  the  natural  surface  drains  of  the  camp  except  one  which 
empties  just  alongside.  The  intake  pipes  are  extended  some  50  feet  or  more  across  the  outlet 
to  a  point  supposed  to  be  above  any  backwater. 

If  the  water  which  the  men  drink  is  pure,  probably  the  General  can  tell  us  why 
there  is  so  little  typhoid  when  it  is  boiled,  and  so  much  when  it  is  used  without 
having  been  boiled. 

I  submit  this  letter  in  order  that  you  and  the  public  may  not  feel  that  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  writer  was  a  member,  condemned  Chickamauga  Park  as  a 
site,  the  possible  water  supply  as  such,  General  Boynton,  or  any  other  individual 
officer.  In  our  report  we  stated,  as  we  believe,  that  as  to  location  and  possible 
water  supply,  no  better  camp  site  could  be  found  in  the  United  States.  I,  for  one, 
was  and  am  willing  that  the  blame  should  rest  where  it  belongs,  upon  any  officer 
or  officers  who  are  responsible  for  bad  water,  if  any  such  there  be,  and  for  general 
unsanitary  conditions,  as  well  as  criminal  and  murderous  official  neglect  and  care- 
lessness, which  has  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the  illness  and  death  of  so  many 
of  our  brave  volunteers,  as  well  as  to  the  condemnation  of  Chickamauga  Park  as 
a  camping  ground. 

Respectfully,  L.  D.  Drewry. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia.  July  28,  1898. 
Gen.  Charles  E.  Compton, 

Commanding  Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  to-day  visited  the  site  of  the  pump 
house  on  Chickamauga  Creek,  where  the  water  which  supplies  this  camp,  dis- 
tributed through  iron  pipes,  is  taken  from  that  stream. 

The  location  appears  to  be  on  or  very  near  the  boundary  line  of  the  national 
park,  hence  I  infer  that  it  was  the  desire  of  the  commissioners  to  place  the  intake 
within  the  limits  of  the  park. 

Unfortunately,  at  this  selected  point,  known  as  "  Halls  Ford,"  a  stream  drain- 
ing a  large  area  of  the  park  and  camp  empties  into  Chickamauga  Creek.  This 
stream,  with  its  several  tributaries,  is  about  12  miles  in  length  and  drains  an  area 
of  about  8,000,000  square  yards  or  2£  square  miles.  The  main  or  westerly  tribu- 
tary of  this  stream  passes  through  the  Cave  Spring  vicinity,  the  town  of  Lytle, 
and  rises  about  1 ,000  yards  north  of  Battlefield  Station  on  the  railroad.  The  middle 
tributary  passes  in  the  rear  of  the  Viniard  house,  parallels  the  Lafayette  road 
for  some  distance,  and  has  its  source  about  1,000  yards  north  of  Brotherton.  A 
branch  of  this  tributary  also  passes  through  Dyer  and  the  old  tanyard  and  niter 
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vats.  The  third  and  most  easterly  tributary  flows  due  south  from  near  the 
Brotherton  road  and  passes  through  the  camps  of  the  Fifth  Missouri,  Second 
Arkansas,  Ninth  New  York,  Second  Kentucky,  Fifty-Second  Iowa,  and  the  for- 
mer camps  of  the  First  Maine  and  First  Mississippi  regiments. 

Such  a  stream  or  drain — passing  as  it  does  through  the  camps  of  20  or  more 
regiments,  which  have  been  established  over  two  months,  and  receiving  during 
heavy  rains  the  washings  of  these  camps,  as  well  as  the  town  of  Lytle,  the  stock 
pens,  and  corrals — can  not  but  be  a  very  much-polluted  stream,  reeking  with  filth 
and  deadly  germs. 

As  shown  by  the  accompanying  sketch,  the  intake  is  located  directly  opposite 
the  old  mouth  of  this  polluted  stream.  About  30  feet  from  the  old  mouth  a  small 
dam  of  clay  and  brush  was  built  and  a  small  ditch  or  canal  with  perpendicular 
sides,  about  50  feet  long,  cut  through  a  clay  bank  so  as  to  deflect  the  water  of  the 
polluted  stream  and  turn  it  into  Chickamauga  Creek  about  35  feet  below  the  oid 
mouth,  and  at  a  point  naturally  shallow  on  account  of  its  having  once  been  used 
as  a  crossing  or  ford. 

Across  the  old  mouth  of  the  polluted  stream  I  was  informed  there  has  been 
built  a  stone  wall,  but  on  account  of  the  recent  rains  having  raised  the  surface  of 
the  water  in  Chickamauga  Creek  above  this  stonework  I  could  not  see  or  examine 
it.  The  ditch  to  carry  off  the  deflected  water  is  of  such  dimensions  that  during  a 
freshet  it  has  not  capacity  enough  to  receive  the  drainage  of  2£  square  miles  and 
there  must  be  considerable  pressure  against  the  walls  of  the  ditch  and  against  the 
dam.  This  is  exemplified  by  the  fact  that  I  found  the  dam  of  earth  had  been  car- 
ried away  by  the  force  of  the  water  during  the  recent  rains,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  waters  of  the  polluted  stream  and  Chickamauga  Creek  were  connected  through 
the  old  channel. 

An  attempt  is  now  being  made  to  restore  this  broken  dam  by  first  throwing  in 
a  foundation  of  loose  stone  and  brush  and  covering  it  with  clay.  Very  naturally, 
the  polluted  water  has  heretofore  found  and  will  hereafter  find  its  way  through 
this  porous  or  hastily  constructed  dam. 

Even  were  this  dam  a  properly  constructed  one  and  water-tight,  the  contracted 
channel  of  the  ditch  must  empty  its  waters  with  such  force  against  the  bottom  of 
the  old  crossing  or  ford,  which  is  concave  upstream,  as  to  cause  a  countercur- 
rent  of  the  polluted  water,  carry  it  upstream,  and  to  the  mouths  of  the  suction 
pipes.  I  deem  this  matter  of  such  vital  importance  that  it  should  be  thoroughly 
investigated  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities.  An  analysis 
of  the  water,  taken  from  the  creek  at  the  intake,  should  also  be  made. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Wm.  Dunbar  Jenkins, 
Major  of  Volunteer  Engineers,  and  Engineer  Officer, 

Second  Division,  Third  Army  Corps. 
[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  July  29,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  Third  Corps,  for  the  information 
of  the  commanding  general.    The  matters  noted  within  are  considered  of  such  vital  importance 
to  the  health  of  this  command  that  this  report  is  forwarded  with  a  view  of  adopting  some  means 
of  correcting  the  contaminating  of  the  water  at  the  inflow  to  the  pipe  line. 

C.  E.  Compton, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Second  Division,  Third  Corps. 

[Second  indorsement.] 
Headquarters,  Camp  Thomas  and  Third  Corps,  August  1, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  engineer,  Chickamauga  National  Park. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Frank. 

Joseph  B.  Foraker,  Jr., 
Assistan t  Adjutant-  General. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  August  18,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  major-general  commanding  Camp  Thomas,  calling  attention  to 
the  report  of  Mr.  E.  E.  Betts,  engineer,  Chickamauga  National  Park. 

The  report  of  Maj.  William  Dunbar  Jenkins,  United  States  Volunteers,  is  not  borne  out  by 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  establishment  and  the  present  condition  of  the  pipe  line  water  supply 
for  the  park.  The  conditions  which  he  assumes  to  exist,  as  set  forth  in  the  very  clear  and 
thoroughly  reliable  reply  of  the  engineer  of  the  park,  are,  and  have  been,  simply  impossible. 

H.   V.  BOYNTON, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  August  11,  1898. 
Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Chairman  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  report  of  Ma j.  William  Dunbar  Jenkins,  United  States 
Volunteers,  engineer  officer,  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  dated  July  28,  1898, 
made  to  Gen.  Charles  E.  Compton,  which  was  ordered  referred  to  the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  Chickamauga  Park  for  his  information,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  statement  of  the  conditions  existing  at  the  pumping  station: 

The  stream  which  enters  the  Chickamauga  River  below  the  intake  of  the  water- 
works system  has  been  known  to  be  polluted  since  the  camp  was  established,  and 
precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  park  water  supply. 

The  sketch  map  accompanying  the  report  of  Major  Jenkins,  while  not  made  to 
scale,  is  accurate  enough  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  situation.  The  stone 
dike  at  "A"  was  not  built  in  the  position,  as  shown  on  sketch  map,  directly  across 
the  mouth  of  the  polluted  stream,  but  was  built  with  the  root  resting  on  the  bank 
above  the  mouth  of  the  stream  and  extending  in  the  rear  of  the  frame  bent  which 
supports  the  intake  pipes.  This  dike  was  built  of  stone,  carefully  placed,  with  all 
interstices  filled  with  spawls,  and  was  run  at  such  an  angle  that  the  current 
created  had  the  desired  effect  of  preventing  any  settlement  of  material  or  even 
the  passing  of  pollution  from  the  source  mentioned  under  the  strainers  of  the 
intake.  It  also  prevented  the  formation  of  an  eddy,  and  made  impossible  the  enter- 
ing of  water  from  the  mouth  of  the  polluted  stream  into  the  pipes  of  the  water 
system.  The  bottom  of  the  creek  under  the  strainers  was  cleared  of  gravel  down 
to  the  rock,  and  no  countercurrent  could  or  did  flow  through  this  stone  dike, 
upstream,  against  the  current  created  by  dike. 

Any  further  danger  from  the  polluted  stream  was  prevented  by  a  puddle  dam 
of  clay  across  the  stream  at  the  point  where  the  change  in  its  channel  was  made. 
This  was  done  as  a  precautionary  measure,  to  turn  the  polluted  water  as  far  below 
the  intake  as  the  circumstances  governing  would  admit. 

This  change  in  the  channel  was  not  excavated  to  its  full  width  when  the  recent 
storms  caused  a  freshet  in  the  branch,  which  carried  away  the  dam  across  the 
stream.  This  occurred  two  hours  after  the  pumps  had  been  stopped  for  the  night, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  the  rising  water  in  the  creek  overcame  this  current  and 
flowed  with  much  current  back  across  this  dam  and  out  of  the  outlet  of  the  new 
channel. 

An  analysis  of  the  water  from  the  pipe  line  was  made  immediately  after  this 
occurrence,  and  the  result  showed  no  dangerous  elements  that  would  render  it 
unfit  for  domestic  use;  but  it  contains  an  excess  of  sedimentary  matter,  which  in 
the  absence  of  settling  basins  should  be  taken  out  by  process  of  filtration. 

The  channel  which  formed  the  outlet  of  the  polluted  stream  was  in  process  of 
being  excavated  when  this  rainy  season  came  upon  us,  it  being  thoroughly  under- 
stood that  the  channel  as  cut  could  not  take  care  of  the  drainage  involved. 

The  dam  across  the  polluted  stream  was  restored  at  once,  but  not  entirely  as  a 
stone  dam,  as  stated,  but  of  rock,  carefully  laid  as  a  backing  for  the  puddled  clay 
to  prevent  any  seepage  of  the  polluted  water  into  the  space  between  the  dam  and 
the  stone  dike.     The  stone  was  used  to  add  to  the  stability  of  the  dam,  and  the 
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brush  was  left  in  between  the  dike  and  the  dam  to  cause  the  space  between  to  fill 
up,  it  being  slack  water. 

The  park  commissioners  and  your  engineer  are  alive  to  the  dangers  of  a  polluted 
water  supply  and  are  taking  all  steps  to  prevent  contamination,  even  at  points 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  your  commission.  But  within  the  watershed  of  the 
creek  work  has  been  done  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  water,  and  this  work 
has  been  entirely  successful. 

The  idea  suggested  that  the  waters  of  this  polluted  stream  will  be  emptied  with 
such  force  against  the  bottom  of  the  old  crossing  or  ford,  which  is  concave 
upstream,  as  to  cause  a  countercurrent  carrying  this  polluted  water  upstream 
and  into  the  mouths  of  the  suction  pipe,  is  not  borne  out  by  the  facts.  I  have 
observed  the  effects  of  a  heavy  storm  that  prevailed  on  the  park  lands  when  the 
creek  was  comparatively  clear  and  the  water  from  the  polluted  stream  was  very 
black  and  filthy,  so  that  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  pure  and  impure 
water  was  very  plain.  None  of  this  water  reached  near  the  intake  pipes,  even 
under  these  conditions,  and  with  a  storm  prevailing  on  the  head  waters  of  the 
creek,  or  above  the  intake,  the  conditions  would  be  even  more  unfavorable  for 
such  a  state  of  affairs  to  exist.  I  can  imagine  no  combination  of  circumstances 
that  will  bring  about  this  deplorable  state  of  affairs. 

To  be  brief,  it  is  claimed  that  the  water  of  the  polluted  stream  has  never  been 
and  is  not  now  being  pumped  into  our  water  system,  as  the  results  of  the  three 
or  more  analyses  plainly  indicate;  that  the  dam,  while  hastily  built,  was  carefully 
puddled  with  clay  to  prevent  any  seepage  of  polluted  water;  that  it  is  impossible 
for  polluted  water  to  get  through  this  dam  or  by  any  means  reach  the  intake  by 
passing  through  the  stone  dike  in  the  face  of  the  current  created;  that  none  of 
the  polluted  water  is  deflected  upstream  owing  to  the  configuration  of  the  bottom 
of  the  creek  at  the  ford. 

The  subject  of  this  report  of  Major  Jenkins  is  of  vital  importance,  and  its 
importance  is  thoroughly  realized.  Analyses  of  the  water  from  the  intake  and 
from  the  pipes  have  been  and  will  be  frequently  made,  and  all  safeguards  have 
been  used  to  keep  the  water  pumped  as  wholesome  in  the  future  as  it  has  been  in 
the  past. 

A  tracing  of  the  map  accompanying  is  submitted  as  showing  more  nearly  the 
location  of  dike  and  dam. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  E.  Betts,  Engineer. 


REPORT  OF  PARK  ENGINEER  E.  E.  BETTS. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  2, 1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  verbal  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  on  the  water  supply  of  Chickamauga  Park  during  its  occupancy  by  the 
troops  of  the  Regular  and  Volunteer  armies. 

The  first  regiment  to  arrive  was  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  of  the  Regular  Army, 
which  reached  the  park  on  April  14  and  went  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  of  Cave- 
spring,  where  an  abundant  supply  of  cool  and  wholesome  water  was  to  be  had  for 
men  and  animals. 

Understanding  that  the  park  was  to  be  made  the  point  of  mobilization  for  the 
drilling  and  equipping  of  troops,  the  water  supply  for  a  large  body  of  men  and 
animals  became  a  question  of  vital  importance.  Having  in  1895  successfully  fur- 
nished large  assemblages  of  people  with  abundant  water  from  drilled  wells  and 
several  large  bold  springs,  it  was  recommended  after  mature  consideration  that 
water  be  obtained  by  drilling  wells  at  such  points  as  would  seem  to  be  necessary, 
and  steps  were  taken  to  hire  and  assemble  the  necessary  drilling  machinery, 
which  was  put  to  work. 
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DEEP   WELLS. 

Pending  the  completion  of  the  wells  that  were  being  drilled,  there  being  sixteen 
or  eighteen  points  where  water  for  men  was  available,  the  banks  of  the  streams 
of  running  water  were  graded  to  a  flat  slope,  slight  dams  made  in  them  to  impound 
the  water,  and  all  of  the  cavalry  horses,  wagon-train  and  battery  animals  were 
watered  here  and  taken  care  of  until  water  troughs  could  be  erected  at  the  bold 
springs  of  the  park,  where  the  supply  of  water  was  practically  unlimited.  These 
springs  being  rather  shallow,  we  were  enabled  to  put  in  hand  pumps  of  large 
capacity,  the  most  of  them  having  2|-inch  suction  and  2-inch  discharge  pipes  to 
deliver  the  water  into  the  troughs  in  good  condition.  Seven  of  these  larger 
springs  were  equipped  in  this  manner,  and  the  ones  of  known  purity  and  an 
unlimited  supply  were  also  equipped  with  overhanging  discharge  pipes,  so  that 
water  wagons  could  be  driven  under  and  water  delivered  into  receptacles  by 
mechanical  means,  thus  lessening  the  danger  of  pollution. 

These  sufficed  for  a  time,  but  with  the  advent  of  the  volunteers,  who  were 
assembled  here  faster  than  the  railroads  could  handle  them,  the  work  of  the 
drilling  machines,  of  which  there  were  six  in  all,  was  pushed  to  their  utmost 
capacity,  with  a  result  as  shown  by  Exhibit  A.  Thirty-six  of  these  deep  wells 
were  provided,  the  majority  of  them  being  on  the  public  roads  and  near  to  and 
accessible  to  the  kitchens  of  the  organizations. 

An  analysis  of  this  exhibit  shows  5  wells  less  than  50  feet  deep;  4  wells  64  to  97 
feet  deep;  9  wells  97  to  103  feet  deep;  and  18,  or  half  the  number,  103  to  159  feet  in 
depth.  These  wells  are  all  drilled  through  the  greater  part  of  their  depth  in  solid 
rock,  over  which  lies  a  strata  of  hard,  tough,  indurated  clay,  which  is  practically 
impervious  to  moisture.  It  may  be  well  to  call  attention  at  this  point  to  the  fact 
that  these  wells  are  drilled  and  not  driven,  as  is  the  practice  in  some  portions  of 
the  country  where  alluvial  or  water-bearing  gravel  formations  exist.  The  water 
in  these  wells  never  alters  in  appearance  after  heavy  rains,  but  rises  in  the  holes 
far  above  existing  water  levels  in  the  park  or  within  many  miles  of  it,  and  the  logical 
conclusion  follows  that  the  source  of  supply  is  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  camps..  Water  is  rarely  ever  encountered  except  in  the  bottom  of 
the  well,  where  the  drill  pierces  the  water-bearing  strata,  be  it  an  open  rift  in  the 
rock  or  a  seam  filled  with  gravel  or  gravelly  clay.  A  foot  or  two  below  this  strata 
is  drilled  to  allow  for  settling  of  the  limestone  dust,  and  then  the  well  is  thor- 
oughly cleaned  out,  equipped  with  a  pump,  and  put  into  service. 

A  majority  of  these  wells  have  never  been  pumped  dry,  although  standards 
and  parts  have  been  worn  out  in  a  very  short  time  from  the  excessive  use  to 
which  they  were  subjected.  A  force  has  been  maintained  to  keep  these  pumps  in 
good  order  and  repair,  and  they  have  never  been  idle. 

EMERGENCY  WATERWORKS  SYSTEM. 

With  the  approach  of  warm  weather,  when  more  water  is  used  for  all  pur- 
poses, it  was  foreseen  that  the  wells  and  springs  then  in  service  would  not  suffice 
for  this  increased  demand.  Therefore  the  idea  of  utilizing  the  waters  of  Chicka- 
mauga  Creek  was  conceived.  The  plan  was  carefully  considered  in  all  its  phases, 
and  knowing  that  the  danger  of  contamination  of  the  water  of  the  creek  by  the 
presence  of  this  great  army  could  be  controlled,  as  the  intake  of  the  proposed 
water  system  could  be  placed  above  the  flow  of  any  water  that  fell  on  park  lands, 
after  consultation  with  Major-General  Brooke  and  his  chief  quartermaster,  Colo- 
nel Lee,  it  was  decided  to  request  authority  for  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
necessary  to  put  this  plan  into  execution.  Telegraphic  authority  was  promptly 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  plans,  hastily  sketched  out,  were 
pushed  with  the  utmost  vigor.  All  of  the  force  employed  under  the  direction  of 
your  engineer  in  park  work  was  drawn  upon  for  this  work.  Masons,  carpenters, 
and  mechanics  were  put  to  work  double  time,  the  material  assembled  on  the 
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ground  and  erected,  and  in  less  than  one  week  water  was  being  delivered  at  three 
points  4,000  feet  from  the  source  of  supply  into  water  wagons  that  could  drive 
under  overhanging  hydrants,  which  discharged  into  the  wagons  direct. 

This  work  was  pushed  as  fast  as  practicable  until,  approximately,  10  miles  of 
water  mains  and  laterals,  reaching  within  convenient  distance  of  90  per  cent 
of  the  men  in  camp,  were  established.  In  order  to  insure  a  continuous  supply 
three  pumps,  with  a  capacity  of  600,000  gallons  each,  or  a  total  of  1,800,000  gal- 
lons every  twenty-four  hours,  were  installed.  A  duplicate  boiler  plant  was 
installed  to  furnish  the  power  to  run  these  pumps,  and  all  steam  and  water  con- 
nections were  so  designed  as  to  render  a  breakdown  either  of  boiler  or  pumps,  so 
as  to  cripple  the  whole  plant,  practically  impossible. 

Attachments  were  used  so  that  direct  pressure  could  be  put  upon  all  mains 
during  the  times  when  the  most  water  was  being  taken,  during  water  calls  in 
cavalry  camps,  and  during  meal  times  in  others. 

As  the  mains,  by  reason  of  extension  beyond  their  capacity  to  deliver  all  water 
taken,  were  pushed  to  furnish  water  at  the  farthest  points  reached  by  gravity, 
and  as  some  of  them,  where  large  quantities  of  water  were  necessary  (the  horse 
and  mule  corral,  for  instance) ,  were  at  such  elevations  that  the  head,  as  furnished 
by  the  standpipes  (which  tank  was  standard  make  and  17,000  gallons  capacity, 
and  was  elevated  on  a  wooden  tower,  elevation  817  feet  above  sea  level  and  65  feet 
above  line  at  Brotherton  road,  was  intended  mainly  for  reserve  supply)  on  Halls 
Hill,  the  highest  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  intake,  was  materially  reduced, 
it  being  the  original  plan  to  not  pipe  water  to  the  whole  park,  but  rather  to 
have  water  stations  at  roads  and  other  convenient  points,  where  water  wagons 
could  come  for  water,  bath  houses  were  erected  at  numerous  points  along  the 
line,  and  the  water  system  was  extensively  used,  and  it  contributed  very  much 
to  the  health  of  the  command. 

Wrought-iron  pipe  was  exclusively  used  to  expedite  the  work,  the  same  being 
screwed  together  on  the  surface  and  all  necessary  valves,  hydrants,  reliefs,  and 
connections  were  put  in  and  the  water  turned  on  as  the  work  progressed.  As 
this  work  was  done  in  the  heat  of  midsummer  the  water  in  the  pipe  while  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground  was  warm,  but  large  forces  of  civilians  and  soldiers  were 
put  to  work  at  once  burying  the  same,  until  the  whole  system  was  put  under 
ground,  and  the  temperature  materially  reduced. 

While  this  system  was  an  emergency  one,  all  work  was  done  in  a  thorough  and 
economical  manner.  Second-hand  pumps,  the  only  ones  at  hand  in  this  market 
for  immediate  delivery,  were  temporarily  used  until  new  pumps  of  standard 
make  could  be  procured  from  the  manufacturers,  when  the  old  ones  were  taken 
out  and  the  new  ones  (Worthington  pumps)  substituted  without  interrupting  the 
supply  of  water  furnished,  and  a  pump  house  30  by  30  feet,  covered  roof  and  sides 
with  corrugated  iron,  was  built. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  those  in  charge  to  keep  all  pollution 
out  of  the  creek  above  the  intake  pipes.  Daily  and  semidaily  inspections  of  the 
ground  adjacent  to  the  creek,  and  at  a  point  off  the  park  and  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  your  commission,  were  faithfully  made,  and  when  it  was  observed  that 
camp  litter,  garbage,  and  manure  were  being  dumped  on  a  farm  at  the  only  point 
where  there  was  a  chance  of  its  entering  the  creek  above  the  intake  pipes,  and  it 
being  impossible  to  stop  this  practice,  the  owner  of  the  property  was  immediately 
seen,  his  consent  obtained,  and  a  force  of  laborers  promptly  put  to  work  digging 
an  intercepting  ditch  to  drain  into  the  main  stream  which  enters  below  the  intake 
pipes  all  of  the  wash  from  this  dump,  before  there  was  any  wash  from  it. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  there  have  been  a  great  many 
statements  spread  broadcast  over  the  land  to  the  effect  that  this  polluted  stream 
enters  above  intake  pipes.  As  this  stream  which  enters  below  the  intake  pipes  of 
the  system  has  been  known  to  be  polluted  since  the  camp  was  established, 
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• 
precautions  had  been  taken  before  water  was  pumped  to  change  the  course  of  this 
stream,  fearing  that  in  times  of  freshets  it  might,  by  chance,  pollute  the  stream 
at  intake  and  endanger  the  water  supply.  A  stone  dike  had  been  built  with  its 
root  resting  against  the  bank  upstream  to  break  up  any  eddies  that  might  form. 
This  created  a  current,  which  kept  the  intake  pipes  free.  The  channel  of  this 
polluted  stream  was  changed  to  enter  farther  below  the  intake  (it  always,  even 
in  its  original  position,  entered  the  creek  below  intake),  so  that  no  possible  con- 
dition that  might  prevail  would  cause  the  water  at  the  intake  to  mingle  with  this, 
unless  it  reversed  the  usual  order  of  things  and  ran  upstream  against  a  strong 
current. 

Frequent  analyses,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological,  have  proven  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  water  taken  from  the  waterworks  system  and  used  by 
the  troops  has  been  always  free  from  infection  or  contamination  of  any  kind. 
Indeed,  the  result  has  been  most  remarkable,  as  it  proves  to  be  among  the  best 
water  that  we  have,  only  carrying  during  freshets  an  excess  of  sedimentary  mat- 
ter which  could  easily  and  should  be  removed  by  nitration.  But  during  75  per 
cent  of  the  time  the  water  was  in  use  it  was  comparatively  clear;  only  turbid 
during  freshets,  few  and  far  between. 

All  of  the  watershed  of  Chickamauga  Creek  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  is 
known  to  the  writer,  who  has  frequently  traversed  it,  and  it  is  very  free  from  con- 
taminating influences.  The  sewerage  system  of  Leiter  General  Hospital,  2  miles 
upstream,  was  thoroughly  investigated.  It  does  not  empty  into  the  drainage  that 
flows  into  the  creek,  but  is  disposed  of  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  the 
stream.  The  main  lines  and  laterals  of  the  emergency  waterworks  system,  show- 
ing sizes,  lengths,  and  other  information,  is  set  forth  in  Exhibit  B  accompanying 
this  report. 

COMMANDS  REACHED  BY  WATER-SYSTEM   PIPE  LINE. 

The  pipes  of  the  water  system  passed  through  or  were  adjacent  to  the  following 
commands: 

Main  line  north:  Third  Tennessee,  First  Mississippi,  Fifty-second  Iowa,  First 
Maine,  Second  Kentucky,  Ninth  New  York,  First  Arkansas,  Reserve  Ambulance 
Corps  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Third  Corps,  Second  Wisconsin,  Third  Ken- 
tucky, Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  Fourth  Ohio,  Third  Illinois, 
Fifth  Illinois,  Third  Wisconsin. 

Main  line  east,  with  its  north  and  south  branches:  Fourteenth  New  York,  Fifth 
Maryland,  First  Missouri,  Second  New  York,  Second  Nebraska,  First  District  of 
Columbia. 

Corral  line:  Second  Arkansas,  to  the  horse  and  mule  corral  at  Bloody  Pond,  and 
to  the  Government  bakery. 

Fifth  Missouri  lateral:  Fifth  Missouri. 

Cavalry  lateral:  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  First  Illinois  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  and  the  Second  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry,  this  lateral  running 
into  these  camps  along  the  kitchens,  and  galvanized  watering  troughs  being  pro- 
vided for  the  horses  of  the  whole  outfit. 

Brock  Branch  lateral:  First  New  Hampshire,  Second  Missouri,  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania, First  South  Carolina.  This  lateral  was  also  in  close  touch  with  the  Twelfth 
Minnesota,  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  Eighth  Massachusetts,  Twelfth  New  York, 
and  Twenty-first  Kansas. 

Miscellaneous  laterals:  A  lateral  was  run  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  hospital 
of  tne  Second  Division,  Third  Corps.  The  Eighth  New  York  and  the  First 
Vermont  likewise  had  a  lateral.  A  lateral  was  run  for  the  hospital  of  the  First 
Division,  Third  Corps,  as  was  a  small  lateral,  with  a  water  trough  and  other 
attachments,  run  for  the  Reserve  Ambulance  Corps  of  the  First  Division,  Third 
Corps. 
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Corral  line,  Short  Spring:  .A  pipe  having  no  connection  with  the  emergency- 
pipe  line  was  run  from  the  Short  Spring  to  furnish  water  for  the  animals  of  the 
main  corral  at  Battlefield  Station.  This  was  a  gravity  pipe  line,  and  answered 
the  purpose  until  the  spring  failed,  and  then  water  was  supplied  from  the  water 
system  direct. 

A  small  lateral  was  run  into  the  corral  for  horses  and  sick  animals  at  Bloody 
Pond. 

Sternberg  Hospital  was  provided  with  a  lateral  to  furnish  water  for  washing 
and  bathing,  but  this  was  not  done  under  the  direction  of  your  engineer. 

EXHIBITS. 

Exhibit  A.— Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  this  exhibit,  accompanying 
this  report,  which  shows  the  location  of  all  deep  drilled  wells  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  Chickamauga  Park,  together  with  their  depths,  and  some  remarks  covering 
the  character  of  the  material  drilled  through,  which,  with  but  a  single  exception, 
was  solid  rock  overlaid  by  a  thin  strata  of  hr.rd,  tough,  indurated  clay,  from  2  to 
25  feet  thick,  this  latter  being  the  extreme  thickness  in  only  one  case,  and  the 
general  average  being  10  feet.  All  these  wells  were  equipped  with  double-acting 
force  pumps  and  great  care  was  exercised  to  prevent  surface  contamination. 

Exhibit  B—  This  exhibit  shows  the  lengths  of  mains  and  laterals,  with  sizes  of 
pipe  used,  the  commands  reached  by  the  same  being  enumerated  in  the  body  of 
the  report. 

Exhibit  C— This  exhibit  shows  the  result  of  one  of  the  analyses  of  the  water 
taken  from  these  wells,  springs,  and  the  pipe  line  used  by  the  troops,  and  the 
other  analyses  made  at  different  times  were  equally  favorable.  These  examina- 
tions have  been  further  confirmed  by  bacteriological  examinations  made  by  Acting 
Asst.  Surg.  Charles  F.  Craig,  United  States  Army,  which  shows  an  absolute 
absence  of  bacteria  other  than  those  known  to  all  classes  of  potable  water,  and 
this  also  tended  to  confirm  the  favorable  results  as  shown  by  an  analysis  made  in 
the  Surgeon-General's  Office  in  Washington  when  the  emergency  waterworks 
system  was  first  established. 

Exhibit  D.— This  exhibit  treats  of  the  open  wells  and  springs  that  were  used  by 
the  troops.  This  list  includes  some  of  the  finest  and  boldest  springs  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  which  is  noted  for  good  water.  All  these  open  dug  wells  and 
springs  were  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  those  not  walled  were  walled,  and  all  of 
depth  were  equipped  with  hand-power  pumps  with  fixtures  for  delivering  water 
into  wagons  through  pipes.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  all  the  springs 
used  by  the  troops,  even  outside  of  the  park,  and  a  careful  supervision  was  exer- 
cised over  them  to  prevent  surface  contamination. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

As  much  has  been  said  in  the  public  press,  and  other  places,  by  ill-informed 
and  careless  writers,  about  the  water  supply  of  Chickamauga  Park,  charging 
scarcity  and  contamination  of  same,  which  statements  were  undoubtedly  inspired 
by  interested  parties,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  the  water  supply  has 
always  been  pure,  full,  convenient  and  complete  for  men  and  animals  for  all  pur- 
poses. There  never  has  been  any  necessity  for  sending  water  wagons  long  dis- 
tances outside  of  the  park.  The  manner  in  which  this  water  has  been  hauled  is 
open  to  severe  criticism,  as  the  water  barrels  have  been  used  as  hiding  places  for 
soldiers  running  the  guard  lines,  and  for  other  purposes,  too  vile  to  mention, 
within  the  writer's  knowledge,  and  the  sacks  which  were  used  to  cover  the  barrels 
have  in  nearly  all  cases  been  filled  with  accumulated  dust  and  dirt,  and  no  par- 
ticular pains  were  taken  to  keep  them  in  proper  condition.     This  could  and  should 
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have  been  remedied,  if  water  was  hauled  in  that  manner,  by  using  closed  barrels, 
the  same  being  emptied  or  filled  through  a  bunghole,  which  could  be  closed.  This 
would  have  insured  the  delivery  of  the  water  as  it  came  from  the  source  of  supply. 

When  the  water  system  was  completed,  it  was  always  strongly  recommended 
that  regiments  erect  bath  houses,  as  there  was  ample  water  for  this  purpose,  even 
with  the  waste  due  to  improperly  constructed  bathing  plants,  and  to  the  waste 
incident  to  gross  carelessnes  in  many  commands  in  leaving  hydrants  open,  the 
only  result  being  a  slightly  increased  cost  for  pumping  purposes.  All  work  dur- 
ing the  occupation  of  the  park  by  troops  was  subordinated  to  the  problem  of  pro- 
viding an  adequate  water  supply  and  safeguarding  it  from  contamination.  This 
was  never  lost  sight  of. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  Betts,  Engineer  in  Charge. 


Exhibit  A. — Deep  wells  drilled  in  park  for  use  of  troops  in  Camp  Thomas. 


No. 


Location  of  well. 


Depth 

from 

surface 

Remarks. 

of 

ground. 

Ft. 

In. 

104 

6 

Drilled  1895. 

44 

Do. 

64 

Do. 

146 

10 

Do. 

70 

4 

Do. 

105 

Do. 

84 

Do. 

126 

Drilled  1898. 

92 

6 

Do. 

97 

2 

Do. 

107 

9 

Do. 

136 

10 

Do. 

95 

2 

Do. 

106 

11 

Do. 

93 

6 

Do. 

104 

11 

Do. 

105 

10 

Deepened  1898. 
Drilled  in  1898. 

158 

6 

75 

Do. 

70 

2 

Do. 

121 

Do. 

103 

Do. 

116 

Do. 

35 

9 

Do. 

106 

6 

Do. 

78 

6 

Do. 

108 

5 

Do. 

156 

0 

Do. 

68 

Do. 

114 

3 

Do. 

45 

Do. 

74 

3 

Do. 

37 

6 

Do. 

25 

4 

Do. 

87 

Drilled  in  1897. 

156 

6 

Drilled  in  1898. 

Brotherton  House,  Lafayette  road 

Snodgrassand  Glenn-Kelly  ci'ossroads 

Lafayette  roao.  at  Alexanders  Bridge  road 

Kelly  House,  Lafayette  road 

Vittetoe  road  at  Vittetoe  House 

Dyer  road,  at  Chickamauga- Vittetoe  road 

Rostrum,  foot  of  Snodgrass  Hill 

Park  Headquarters,  Dyer  House  yard 

Viniard- Alexander,  Walthall's  shop 

Lafayette  road,  250  yards  south  of  Brothertons 

Viniard- Alexander  road,  Confederate  works 

Brotherton  road,  Alexander  (County)  road 

Alexanders  Bridge  road,  opposite  Tom.  Little's 

Alexanders  Bridge  road,  between  Winfrey  and  Bentons  . 

Jays  Mill  road,  south  of  Brotherton  Junction 

Reeds  Bridge  road,  at  Brannans. 

Park  Headquarters,  Wood's  dwelling 

Glenn-Kelly  road,  opposite  center  Kelly  field 

Glenn- Viniards,  at  Blackers  ( Hortons) 

Alexander  (County)  road,  southwest  of  Bentons.. 

Alexanders  Bridge  road,  opposite  Bentons 

Glenn-Kelly  (west  fork),  north  of  Snodgrass  road 

Glenn-Kelly  (west  fork ) ,  south  of  quarry 

Dyer's  field,  on  Glenn-Kelly  road,  at  Baird 

Lafayette  road,  Kelly's  field,  north  of  Kelly's 

Lafayette  road,  south  of  Sawmill  fork 

Reeds  Bridge  road  (south  of),  west  of  Brannan's 

Lafayette  and  Reeds  Bridge  roads 

Glenn-Kelly  road,  at  Lytle  Hill 

Brotherton  road,  at  Braggs  Headquarters  Monument 

Brotherton  road,  Howell's  Battery,  east  of  Winfrey 

Poe  field,  200  yards  east  of  Georgia  Monument 

Poe  field,  northeast  of  Georgia  Monument 

Jays  Mill  road,  200  yards  north  of  Alexanders.. 

Park  Headquarters  road,  near  spring 

Reeds  Bridge  road,  west  of  Second  Minnesota  Monument 


All  repairs  and  pipe  used  this  year  galvanized  iron. 

Note  1.— These  wells  are  all  drilled,  through  the  greater  part  of  their  depth,  in  solid  rock 
excepting  No.  6  on  the  list,  which  was  drilled  through  gravel  and  bowlders.  All  wells  are  cased 
to  and  into  solid  rock,  where  a  water-tight  joint  is  made  to  exclude  surface  water.  A  lead  gas- 
ket is  used  between  the  stone  base  and  the  pump,  and  casing  reaches  above  the  surface  and  is 
recessed  into  the  stone  base  and  joint  made  water-tight.  Material  over  rock  is  hard,  tough  clay. 
Casing  is  3  feet  to  25  feet  long,  the  average  being  12  feet,  and  is  screw  butt  jointed  when  made 
of  more  than  one  piece. 

Note  2.— All  of  these  wells  are  equipped  with  double-acting,  deep-well  hand  force  pumps  of 
approved  design.  Nine  of  them  are  permanently  attached  to  cast-iron  water  troughs  for  the 
use  of  stock. 
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Exhibit  B. — Emergency  water  system  used  by  troops  in  Camp  Thomas,  May  to 

October.  1898. 


Sizes  of  pipe  used. 

Total 
length. 

Name  of  water 
main. 

6- 
inch. 

5- 
inch. 

inch. 

4- 
inch. 

Si- 
inch. 

3- 

inch. 

inch. 

2-inch. 

14- 
inch. 

inch. 

1- 

inch. 

Main  line,  north 

9, 600      4?i5 

""489 

943 
2,176 

1,987 

1,871 

Feet. 
14,856 

348 

3,013 
1,387 

Main  east  north 

i 

551 

489 

582 
2,954 

1,186 

347 

1,929 
3,253 

933 

3,376 
3,524 

Main  east  south 

2,511 

1,972 

124 

9,489 

Fifth   Missouri   lat- 

933 

Third  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry, 
First  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, Second  Ken- 
tucky Volunteer 

1,969 

5,345 

700 

5,224 
907 

Hospital  Second  Divi- 
sion, Third  Corps, 

907 
691 

Eighth    New    York 
and  First  Vermont 

895 

1,586 
365 

Hospital  First  Divi- 
sion, Third  Corps.. 

365 

60 

Reserve  ambulance, 
First  Division, 
Third  Corps 

60 

Short  Spring  corral, 
lateral. 

1,704 

288 

1,704 

Bloody  Pond   horse 
corral  

288 

Bloody    Pond    sick- 
horse  corral 

130 

130 

Sternberg  Hospital.. 

1,700 

1,700 

Intakes,  suctions,  etc 

224 

110 

25 

20 

379 

555 

Total 

9,824 

913 

489 

5,116 

571 

6,012 

4,757 

17,949 

1,598 

2,093 

49,877 

Note.— Attached  to  the  pipes  of  the  system  at  cavalry,  artillery,  corrals,  etc.,  were  five  48- 
foot  iron  water  troughs,  two  50-foot  and  eleven  24-foot  troughs,  together  with  fifteen  6-foot  cast- 
iron  water  troughs.  These  were  supplemented  by  numerous  ones  of  wood  that  were  furnished 
by  the  various  organizations  themselves. 


CAMP    THOMAS. 
Exhibit  C. — Analysis  of  water  supply. 


351 


o   . 

if 


Source. 


Well... 

Spring  . 
Well  ... 

do.. 

Spring . . 
Well  ... 
Spring . 
do.. 

do.. 

Well  ... 

do.. 

Spring  . 
Well  ... 
.....do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

....do.. 
do.. 

....do.. 

do.. 

Spring  . . 

Well  .... 
....do... 
....do.. 

....do... 

Spring  . . 

Well  .... 

....do... 

....do... 
...do... 

Spring  _ . 
Well  .... 
....do... 

....do... 
....do... 

Pipe  line 

Well  .... 
....do... 
....do... 
Spring  . . 


Location  of  source  of  supply. 


Brotherton  road  near  Howell's  Bat- 
tery. 

Jay's  Mill  on  Brotherton  road 

Alexanders  road  opposite  "Tom 
Little's." 

Viniard- Alexanders  road,  Walthall 
shop. 

Mullis  Spring 

Dyer  house  yard,  park  headquarters 

Blue  Spring,  Napiers,  Pea  vine  Ridge .. 

Ellis  Spring,  Ringgold  road,  Peavine 
Ridge. 

Cloud  Spring,  Lafayette  road,  near 
park. 

Reeds  Bridge  road,  south  of  south- 
west of  Brannans. 

Dyer  house  road,  near  spring 

Dyer's,  on  road  west  of  house. '. 

Wood's  yard  near  park  headquarters 

Brotherton  road,  Alexander  (County) 
junction. 

Brotherton  road  at  Bragg's  head- 
quarters. 

Lafayette  road,  south  of  Sawmill 
fork. 

Jay's  Mill  road,  south  of  Brotherton 
road. 

Viniard  house  yard 

Reeds  Bridge  road,  west  of  Second 

Minnesota  monument. 

Brotherton  house,  Lafayette  road 

Lafayette  road,  250  yards   south   of 

Brotherton's. 
Jay's  Mill  road  north  of  Alexanders 

road. 
Bagnell's  well  at  Lytle  postoffice 

White  Smith's,  near  ravine 

Brannan's  yard  (old  well) 

Brannan's  yard,  Reeds  Bridge  road 

Benton's    (Osborn's)    on    Alexander 

Bridge  road. 
Alexander's  road,  between  Winfrey 

and  Bentons. 
Brock  field  west  of (?) 

Poe  field  northeast  of  Georgia  monu- 
ment. 
Poe  field  east  of  Georgia  monument. . 

Lafayette  road,  at  Kelly  house 

Glenn-Kelly  and  Baird  roads,  Dyer's 
field. 

Dyer's  field  at  water  oak 

Lafayette  road,  north  of  Kelly  house . . 

Lafayette  road,  Alexander  road  junc- 
tion. 

Lafayette  road  at  Reeds  Bridge  road  . 

Glenn-Kelly  and  Snodgrass  cross- 
roads. 

Camp  of  Third  United  States  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  uGriggsby's." 

Rostrum,  foot  of  Snodgrass  Hill 

Vittetor  roads,  near  Vittetor  house  . . 

Lytle  Hill,  on  Glenn-Kelly  road. 

Scott's,  south  of  Viniard's 


oo 
A® 

|*jrH 

o 


.06 


.17 

.06 

.07 

.16 

.21 

.03 
.09 

.04 

.07 
.15 

.21 

.24 
.07 

.01 

.21 

.06 

(?) 

.06 
.03 

.09 
.03 
.10 

.10 
.10 

.03 

.15 
.03 
.42 
.10 


Quality  of 
water. 


Impure  ... 

Pure 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Impure  ... 

Pure 

do 

Doubtful  . 

Pure 

do 

Me  di  um 

purity. 
Impure  ... 

Pure 

do 

do 

do 

Doubtful  . 

.....do 

do 

Pure 

do 

Doubtful  . 

Pure 

Sample 
broken. 

Pure 

....do 

.—do 

—  .do 

—do 

....do 

—  .do 

Medium 

Doubtful  .. 

Pure 

....do 

—  .do 


Remarks. 


Cased,  not  used. 

Cased. 
Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 
Stock  only. 
Cased. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Dug. 

Cased;  second 

analysis  pure. 
Cased. 
Do. 

Do. 

Dug. 
Shallow;   use 

stopped  early. 
Dug;  not  used  by 

troops. 
Cased. 
Dug. 

Cased. 

Deep  spring;  use 

stopped  early. 
Cased. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Bold,  shallow. 
Cased. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 

Chickamauga 

Creek. 
Cased;  not  used. 
Cased. 
Do. 
3old,  shallow. 


Note.— Classification  of  Frankland  and  Tidy. 
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Exhibit  D. — Springs  and  open  wells  cleaned,  walled,  and  improved. 


■ 
Name. 

Capacity. 

Pump  equipment. 

Remarks. 

Unlimited  . 
do 

Horizontal  force,  U- 
inch  discharge ; 
plain  lift,  14-inch 
discharge. 

Horizontal  force,  l£- 
inch  discharge; 
pitcher,    2^ -inch 
suction. 

Horizontal  force,  2- 
inch  discharge ; 
pitcher,    2|-inch 
suction. 

Horizontal  force,  2- 
inch  discharge ; 
hydrant,  overhang , 
2-mch  discharge. 

Horizontal  force,  lj- 
inch  discharge, 
with  overhanging 
discharge. 

Horizontal  force,  li- 
inch  discharge,  on 
overhanging   hy- 
drant. 

Plain  lift  (7-foot).... 

Horizontal  force,  l£- 
inch  discharge. 

Pitcher,  H-inch  suc- 
tion. 

Hand  double-acting 
force. 

A  fine  bold  spring;  water  trough 

and   pumps  for  wagons   and 
small  vessels;   canteens   pro- 
vided. 
Water  trough  100  feet  long  for 

..do 

animals;     also    overhang    to 
fill  water  wagon;  small  pump, 
camp  use. 
Water  troughs,  2  by  50  feet  each, 

do 

were  provided,  and  they  were 
permanently  connected  to 
pump. 
Water  troughs,  2  by  50  feet  each, 

Brock  Field  Spring 

Limited 

do 

were  connected  to  pump  with 
underground  pipes  and  over- 
hang for  wagons. 
A  water  trough  and  overhang 
for  water   wagons  was    pro- 
vided. 

A  water  trough  and  an  over- 
hanging discharge  pipe  were 
provided  for  water  wagons. 

A  water  trough  permanently 
connected  and  place  to  nil 
camp  water  vessels. 

Water  pumped  for  corral  exclu- 
sively. 

Used  for  washing  and  bathing. 

A  good  well,  but  supply  limited. 

A  large  basin;  wagons  filled  by 

buckets. 
Much  used   for   drinking  and 

washing. 
Used  by  stock  in  corral  exclu- 
sively. 
A  water   trough   permanently- 
connected  and    place   to  fill 

camp  vessels. 
Pump  to  fill  camp  vessels. 
Supply  very  limited;  not  used 

by  troops. 
Place  to  fill  camp  vessels. 
Used  by  regulars,  but  not  by 

volunteers. 
Located    on     Pea  vine     Ridge; 

much    used   by   troops,  who 

dipped  the  water. 
On  Ringgold  road,  on  Pea  vine 

Ridge;     troops    dipped    the 

water. 
Troops  dipped  the  water  into 

wagons. 
On  Pea  vine  Ridge;  much  used 

by  troops,  who   dipped    the 

water. 
Used  for  washing  and  bathing. 
Used   for  stock,   washing  and 

bathing. 
On   private    property;    much 

used  by  troops. 

Dyer's  Road  Spring 

Vittetor's  (Short)  Spring.. 

Unlimited  . 

Limited 

do 

do 

Unlimited  . 
.  do 

Bradley's  (Means)  Spring.. 

Vittetor  Well  (house) 

Winfrey  Well 

do 

Limited — 
do 

Horizontal  force,  2- 
inch  discharge. 

Hand  force,  1-inch 
discharge. 

Plain  lift 

Walthall  (McDonald)  Well. 

Unlimited  . 
Limited 

do 

White  Smith's  Well 

Park's  Well 

Hand   force,  1-inch 

discharge. 
do 

..do 

...do 

Unlimited  . 
.  .do... 

None...! 

...do 

Ellis  Spring 

Crawfish  Spring. 

do 

..  do... 

Sweet  Spring 

....do 

..  do... 

Peters's  Spring 

...do... 

Kelly  Field  Spring 

do 

...do... 

Bagwell's  Well 

Unlimited  . 

Hand  force,  1-inch 
discharge. 
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SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  21>,  1898. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  Governor:  I  write  in  behalf  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  of  New 
York  Volunteers,  now  stationed  at  Camp  Alger,  Falls  Church,  Va.  It  is  a  posi- 
tive fact  that  these  men  are  suffering  great  privations  from  want  of  food  and 
water.  I  consider  such  conditions  of  affairs  a  disgrace  to  the  United  States,  and 
call  it  to  your  attention  knowing  that  you  will  take  active  and  immediate  meas- 
ures in  the  premises. 

Sincerely,  yours,  Rowland  B.  Mahany. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  June  7,  1898. 
Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  letter  of  24th  ultimo,  in  which  you  state  that 
the  men  stationed  at  Camp  Alger  are  suffering  great  privations  from  want  of 
food  and  water,  and  urging,  especially  in  behalf  of  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  of 
New  York  Volunteers,  action  looking  to  immediate  relief  in  the  premises,  I  have 
the  honor  to  invite  attention  to  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  report  on  the  subject 
from  Col.  Samuel  M.  Welch,  jr.,  of  the  regiment  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  Rowland  B.  Mahany, 

House  of  Representatives. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  30,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  adjutant-general,  Second  Corps,  Camp  Alger,  Virginia. 
A  favor  would  be  conferred  on  this  office  if  the  General  Commanding  would  order  an  investi- 
gation to  be  made  of  this  complaint. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  R.  A.  Alger,  Va,  May  31,  1898. 
To  provost-marshal  for  investigation  and  report. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers, 

Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  June  1, 1898. 
Respectfully  ref  or  warded. 

This  regiment  has  suffered  somewhat  from  lack  of  proper  supply  of  water.  I  took  active 
measures  to  procure  a  supply  and  have  been  working  to  that  end  since  our  arrival  in  camp. 
Have  sunk  three  wells,  which  furnish  a  liberal  amount  of  water  which  our  surgeons  pronounce 
good.  In  order  to  be  certain  have  sent  samples  to  Surgeon-General  United  States  Army  for 
analysis.  As  a  matter  of  precaution  have  purchased  pump,  pipe,  and  tools,  and  am  driving 
another  well.  Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  between  the  issuing  commissary  at  Camp  Black, 
Long  Island,  a  '  d  the  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  of  this  command,  we  are  short  one-third  of 
one  ration.  Otherwise  food  supply  has  been  and  is  ample.  Have  made  no  complaints.  If  I  had 
any  to  make  should  have  tried  to  formulate  them  properly  and  forward  through  the  channels. 

Samuel  M.  Welch,  Jr.,  Colonel. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  June  1,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned,  calling  attention  to  third  indorsement. 

Edward  Vollrath, 
Major,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Provost- Marshal. 

7833 23 
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[Fifth  indorsement  ] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  June  I,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned.    Attention  called  to  third  indorsement  hereon. 

Wm.  Montrose  Graham, 
Major  General,  Commanding  Second  Army  Corps. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 
War  Department,  Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  h.  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  the  report 
of  Col.  Samuel  M.  Welch,  jr.,  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  third 
indorsement  hereon. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  May  SI,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  R.  Brooke, 

Camp  George H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Georgia: 
There  is  complaint  about  the  quantity  and  kind  of  food  for  your  camp.     What 
are  the  facts?    Answer  immediately.    How  is  the  water? 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 


Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  May  31,  1898. 
Secretary  of  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
There  is  no  reason  whatever  for  complaint  as  to  the  quantity  and  kind  of  food 
furnished  the  troops  in  this  camp.  Some  of  the  regiments  arrived  here  with  field 
rations  only,  but  defects  of  this  kind  are  quickly  remedied,  and  the  vegetable 
component  immediately  provided.  The  water  question  is  being  solved  as  to  quan- 
tity, and  the  water  has  always  been  good  as  to  quality. 

Jno.  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
(For  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence.) 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  June  14,  1898. 
President  McKinley,  Washington,  D.  C: 

My  brother,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  of  New  York,  is 
being  slowly  starved  by  his  country  at  Tampa,  Fla. 

Edw.  B.  Carey. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  16,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  Fourth  Corps, 

Tampa,  Fla.: 
Edward  B.  Carey  telegraphs  President  McKinley,  "  My  brother,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  of  New  York,  is  being  slowly  starved  by  his 
country  at  Tampa,  Fla."    The  Commissary-General  requests  that  this  matter  be 
investigated  and  immediate  report  made  by  wire. 

Davis, 
Assistant  to  Commissary-General  Subsistence. 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  16,  1898. 
Official  copy  respectfully  referred  to  Brig.  Gen.  Guy  V.  Henry,  Commanding  Third  Division, 
for  immediate  investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Coppinger. 

G.  R.  Cecil, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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[Telegram] 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  16,  1898. 
Assistant  Commissary-General, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C: 
In  reply  to  telegran  in  regard  to  case  of  Carey,  of  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, reported  starving,  a  board  of  officers  find  that  the  man  has  no  complaints 
to  make,  that  he  is  not  starving,  and  is  well  satisfied.     Report  of  board  by  mail. 

Henry, 
Brigadier-General  Division,  Commanding. 

[First  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  16,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  with  the  state- 
ment that,  pursuant  to  instructions,  we  have  carefully  investigated  the  matter  referred  to  in 
within  communication  and  find: 

First.  That  good  and  abundant  subistence  has  been  furnished  all  men  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Regi- 
ment New  York  Volunteers  at  all  times  since  their  arrival  at  this  point. 

Second.  That  George  Carey,  a  member  of  said  regiment,  who  has  a  brother,  Edward  B.  Carey, 
in  New  York  City,  is  now  perfectly  well  and  has  been  in  good  health  ever  since  his  arrival  here 
with  his  regiment. 

Third.  That  said  George  Carey  states  that  he  has  never  had  any  complaint  to  make  as  to  his 

subsistence  and  never  has  made  any;  that  he  has  corresponded  with  his  said  brother,  Edward  B., 

and  his  sister,  and  said  Carey  exhibited  to  us  a  letter  from  his  sister,  dated  June  13, 1898,  from 

which  it  clearly  appears  that  said  George  Carey  has  made  no  complaints  to  her  nor  to  Edward 

B.,  to  her  knowledge,  but  that  a  sergeant  of  the  Regular  Army  had  just  reported  to  her  that 

the  hardships  here  were  terrible. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  L.  Kennan, 

Colonel  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Daniel  C.  Stearns, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  16, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned,  inviting  attention  to  first  indorsement.    I  know  besides,  from  personal 

observation,  there  is  no  ground  for  complaint.    Telegram  was  sent  last  night  covering  the 

facts.  n  '„ 

Guy  V.  Henry, 

Brigadier-General  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Tampa,  Fla.,  June  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Commissary -General,  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C, 
inviting  attention  to  the  first  and  second  indorsements  hereon.    Inasmuch  as  General  Henry 
has  telegraphed  the  facts  already,  this  is  forwarded  by  mail. 

John  J.  Coppinger, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  21,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  preceding 
indorsements  hereon,  for  the  information  of  the  President,  to  whom  the  telegram  was  sent  saying 
that  this  young  man  was  dying  from  starvation. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  11,  1898. 
Secretary  of  War, 

Dear  Sir:  I  telegraphed  yon  to-day  from  Camp  Alger,  and  I  beg  to  complain 
of  the  food  being  given  to  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.     I  saw  the  colonel  of  a 
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Missouri  regiment;  I  also  spoke  to  members  of  the  Michigan  regiment.  Both 
are  given  beef  and  bread,  while  our  Virginia  boys  have  nothing  but  poor  hard- 
tack and  pork  (salt) ,  perhaps  some  beans  now  and  then.  But  I  beg  that  you  will 
see  that  they  have  bread  and  at  least  beef  sometimes.  If  you  do  not  you  will 
have  a  sick  regiment.  I  also  appeal  to  you  to  see  that  this  change  is  not  delayed, 
for  it  may  be  that  in  active  campaigning  such  diet  can  be  tolerated,  but  when 
other  regiments  are  given  beef  and  bread  it  does  seem  that  our  boys  ought  to 
have  same. 

Yours,  Peter  J.  Otey,  M.  C. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  IS,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  Jas.  N.  Allison,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  vol- 
unteers, Camp  Alger,  Va.,  for  investigation  and  early  report. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Office  Chief  Commissary, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  June  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  United  States  Army,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

I  visited  yesterday  afternoon  the  camp  of  the  Third  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry  and  talked 
with  the  colonel  and  several  of  the  officers.  They  all  concurred  in  the  statement  .that  no  com- 
plaint had  been  made,  so  far  as  known  by  them,  by  the  regiment  or  any  portion  of  it,  nor  to  their 
knowledge  did  any  valid  cause  of  complaint  exist.  For  the  first  day  or  two  following  their 
arrival  they  ate  hard  bread  and  bacon,  having  brought  ten  days'  field  rations  with  them  and 
expecting  to  consume  this  before  drawing  other,  not  knowing  at  once  that  these  could  be 
exchanged  for  soft  bread  and  fresh  beef.  But  they  had  plenty,  the  health  of  the  command  was 
excellent,  and  no  one  thought  of  complaining.  As  shown  by  the  note  of  the  colonel,  herewith 
inclosed,  the  regiment  is  provided  with  fresh  beef,  fresh  bread,  and  fresh  vegetables. 

Jas.  N.  Allison, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  United  States  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  of  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  June  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  preceding 
indorsements  hereon. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-Ceneral  of  Subsistence. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  June  20, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Hon.  Peter  J.  Otey,  House  of  Representatives,  inviting  attention  to 
the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allison  as  contained  in  the  second  indorsement  hereon,  and  to 
the  accompanying  report  of  Colonel  Nalle,  dated  June  14,  1898. 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  23, 1898. 
I  was  in  the  camp  of  the  Third  Virginia  Volunteers  at  Camp  Alger  the  same  day  that  Major 
Otey,  Representative  Sixth  Virginia  District,  was,  though  he  had  left  when  I  arrived.    I  had 
seen  complaints  in  the  press  of  their  food,  and  I  made  special  inquiries  on  that  subject,  going 
to  the  kitchen  of  Company  M,  asking  officers  and  men  how  they  were  fed,  and  finally  taking  the 
evening  meal  in  camp.    The  men  from  my  town  crowded  around  me  and  cried  out,  "Send  us 
something  to  eat."    They  had  pork,  hardtack,  occasionally  beans,  as  they  said,  and  complained 
of  their  fare,  as  I  thought  justly.    On  my  return  to  Washington  I  saw  Commissary-General 
Eagan  and  was  satisfied  from  his  account  that  abundant  and  variety  of  food  had  been  furnished 
at  the  depot,  now  Camp  Alger,  and  the  belief  was  indorsed  in  my  mind  that  subordinate  officers, 
perhaps  green  and  unfamiliar  with  army  venture,  had  not  been  sufficiently  active  to  ascertain 
the  facts  as  to  the  food  furnished,  or  to  make  requisitions  and  press  forward  their  views.    Mat- 
ters were  soon  corrected  and  I  dropped  them.    Hon.  P.  J.  Otey's  letter  was  based  on  facts,  and 
I  know  that  the  regiment  was  not  getting  proper  food,  and,  while  I  do  not  locate  or  individu- 
alize, I  am  of  the  opinion  that  subordinates  were  in  some  way  at  fault. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  W.  Daniel. 
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Headquarters  Third  Regiment,  Virginia  Infantry, 

United  States  Volunteers, 
Camp  Alger,  Va.,  June  14,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  James  N.  Allison, 

Chief  Commissary  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Alger,  Va. 
Sir:  Regarding  your  inquiry  as  to  what  complaint,  if  any,  has  been  made  by 
my  command  in  the  matter  of  rations  received  since  the  command  has  been  at 
Camp  Alger,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  have  made  no  such  complaint, 
and  that  I  have  heard  of  none  from  anyone  in  my  regiment.  The  regiment  is 
now  being  supplied  with  soft  bread,  fresh  beef,  rice,  tomatoes,  etc. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  Nalle, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  25,  1898. 
The  Commissary-General  op  Subsistence. 

Sir:  A  son  of  mine  (Ernest  D.  Dickson)  who  enlisted  in  Company  C,  First  Reg- 
iment District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Alger,  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  who  is  the  last  person  in  the  world  almost  that  would  lodge  a  complaint, 
stated  to  me  before  he  left  the  city  with  the  regiment  for  Fort  Thomas  that  the 
rations  his  company  received  were  insufficient  and  poor  and  very  poorly  cooked. 

Yesterday  afternoon  I  met  a  number  of  young  soldiers  of  the  Sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania, stationed  at  Camp  Alger,  and  they  all  corroborated  the  statement  of  my 
son,  saying  that  so  far  they  have  not  had  more  than  half  enough  to  eat.  The 
writer  enlisted  April  23, 1861,  in  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  we  never  had 
any  cause  for  complaint  on  account  of  insufficient  rations.  The  complaint  at 
Fort  Alger  is,  I  understand,  a  general  complaint. 

There  is  something  radically  wrong  somewhere,  and  if  this  matter  is  not  reme- 
died at  once  I  am  informed  that  a  joint  resolution  will  be  introduced  in  Congress 
asking  that  an  investigation  be  had  that  will  perhaps  be  able  to  fix  the  responsi- 
bility. The  people  of  our  land  do  not  believe  that  you  are  personally  responsible 
for  this  condition  of  affairs,  but  there  is  someone  who  is  responsible,  and  that  one 
should  be  sought  out  and  punished. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Dickson. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  26,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  William  M.  Graham,  commanding  United  States  troops  at 
Camp  Alger,  Va.,  who  would  confer  a  favor  on  this  office  if  he  would  investigate  this  complaint 
and  make  such  indorsement  as  seems  to  him  just  and  proper. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  May  26,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  E.  Vollrath,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  provost  marshal, 
for  thorough  investigation  and  immediate  report. 
By  command  of  Maj  or -General  Graham: 

H.  O.  S.  Hei stand,  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Office  Provost  Marshal, 

Camp  Eussell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  May  26,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned.  I  have  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  subsistence  as  furnished 
to  the  several  regiments  in  the  First  Division  of  this  corps,  and  find  that  the  rations  are  ample 
in  quantity  and  satisfactory  in  quality.  If  any  complaint  has  arisen  it  was  of  a  minor  nature 
only,  and  nothing  more  than  usually  arises  when  men  leave  their  homes  for  their  summer 
encampments. 
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The  commanding  officers  of  the  several  regiments  visited,  including  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania; 
are  emphatic  in  their  statements  that  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for  the  within  complaint. 

Edward  Vollrath, 
Major,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  Provost  Marshal. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary  General  United  States  Army,  inviting  attention  to 
third  indorsement. 

Wm.  Montrose  Graham, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


[Personal.] 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  25,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  A  son  of  mine  (Ernest  D.  Dickson)  who  enlisted  in  Company  C,  First  Reg- 
iment District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  and  was  stationed  at  Camp  Alger,  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  who  is  the  last  person  in  the  world  almost  that  would  lodge  a  complaint, 
stated  to  me  before  he  left  the  city  with  the  regiment  for  Fort  Thomas  that  the 
rations  his  company  received  were  insufficient  and  poor  and  very  poorly  cooked. 

Yesterday  afternoon  1  met  a  number  of  young  soldiers  of  the  Sixth  Pennsyl- 
vania, stationed  at  Camp  Alger,  and  they  all  corroborated  the  statement  of  my 
son,  saying  that  so  far  they  have  not  had  more  than  half  enough  to  eat.  The  writer 
enlisted  April  23,  1861,  in  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  we  never  had  any 
cause  for  complaint  on  account  of  insufficient  rations,  especially  during  first  few 
months. 

There  is  something  radically  wrong  somewhere,  and  if  this  matter  is  not  reme- 
died at  once  I  am  informed  that  a  joint  resolution  will  be  introduced  in  Congress 
asking  that  an  investigation  be  had  that  will  perhaps  be  able  to  fix  the  responsi- 
bility. The  people  of  our  land  do  not  believe  that  you  are  personally  responsible 
for  this  condition  of  affairs,  but  there  is  someone  who  is  responsible,  and  that  one 
should  be  sought  out  and  punished. 

Very  respectfully,  Charles  H.  Dickson. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  May  28,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  "War,  inviting  attention  to  an  almost 
identical  complaint  from  the  same  person,  addressed  to  this  office,  and  the  indorsements 
thereon,  showing  the  complaints  to  be  false  and  frivolous,  and  attention  is  respectfully  invited 
to  the  implied  threat  contained  therein.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that,  as  Charles  H.  Dick- 
son, the  author  of  the  complaint,  appears  to  be  an  employee  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  this  wholly  unnecessary  and  ungrounded  complaint,  coupled  with  the 
implied  threat  therein,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  for  such  action  as  may  seem 
proper  under  the  circumstances. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

"War  Department,  June  U,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  for  consideration  in  con- 
nection with  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
The  return  of  these  papers  is  requested. 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Secretary's  Office,  July  22,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  information  that  Charles  H.  Dick- 
son is  no  longer  an  employee  of  this  Department,  having  resigned  June  27,  1898. 

Thos.  Ryan,  Acting  Secretary. 
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House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  16,  1898. 
Dear  Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  just  received  from  a  lady  friend  of  mine 
at  Puluth,  Minn.  From  it  you  will  see  that  the  soldiers  at  Chickamauga  Park  are 
complaining  bitterly  of  the  scarcity  and  quality  of  food  served  them.  I  refer 
this  letter  to  you  for  your  information,  and  so  that  the  matter  may  be  investi- 
gated. I  know  some  of  the  young  men  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  this  letter, 
and  am  satisfied  they  would  make  no  complaint  unless  there  were  good  grounds 
for  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Government  ought  to  be  able  to  furnish  its  sol- 
diers, at  least  while  in  camp  in  this  country,  with  proper  food  and  plenty  of  it. 
I  know  that  the  appropriations  at  least  have  been  amply  sufficient  to  provide  for 
them  properly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Page  Morris. 
The  Commissary-General  United  States  Army, 

War  Department. 


My  Dear  Judge:  These  war  times  fill  us  with  grave  anxieties.  Good  news  is 
more  kindly  welcomed  in  consequence.  Among  the  best  is  that  which  tells  us  of 
your  enthusiastic  renomination. 

You  have  all  our  hopes  and  prayers  for  success.  We  heard  of  the  speech  you 
made  so  loudly  applauded.  I  could  imagine  you  as  you  must  have  looked  stand- 
ing on  the  floor  of  the  House,  pleading  eloquently  for  the  brave  men  who  have 
laid  their  lives  in  the  lap  of  their  mother  country  as  the  Romans  poured  treas- 
ures before  the  shrine  of  their  gods. 

I  beg  you  to  speak  again;  the  same  theme  will  hold  your  audience  and  com- 
mand success.  Ask  patriots  like  yourself,  statesmen  who  have  sent  our  men  to 
the  front  in  this  war  for  humanity,  why  our  soldiers  at  Chickamauga  are  forced 
to  write  home,  "  We  are  hungry  all  the  time."  I  have  three  of  my  dearest  friends 
in  the  Fourteenth  Minnesota — Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Percy  Nash.  These 
men  had  all  been  officers  in  Company  G,  but,  out  of  office  when  war  was  declared, 
enlisted  as  privates  and  have  since  been  promoted  on  their  merits.  Mr.  Watson 
is  sergeant-major  of  battalion;  the  other  two  sergeants.  We  hear  from  them 
constantly  and  they  do  not  complain,  only  state  facts  when  they  speak  of  a  hard 
day's  drill  and  sham  battle,  with  one  biscuit  and  a  cup  of  coffee  for  supper. 
Under  a  broiling  sun  they  regale  themselves  with  pork  and  beans  scantily  doled 
out.  The  Government  does  not  intend  any  such  treatment  of  the  flower  of 
Duluth  or  any  other  city,  and  somewhere  a  quartermaster  is  filling  his  pockets 
with  the  money  that  would  feed  our  men. 

Duluth  is  aroused;  societies  for  relief  are  forming.  You  could  not  make  your 
name  more  loved  than  by  some  spirited  action  that  would  be  effective  in  this 
emergency. 

Veterans  of  the  civil  war  now  in  camp  at  Chickamauga  have  no  recollection  of 
such  scanty  food  supply  in  1861-1865  as  now. 

It  is  a  shame!  I  can't  eat  a  meal  in  comfort  when  I  think  how  the  men  who 
are  forced  to  strong  exertion,  in  a  trying  climate,  are  without  necessary  food. 

What  sort  of  preparation  is  it  for  Cuban  warfare?  You  know  best  how  to  touch 
the  responsive  nerve.  I  am  sure  of  your  sympathy  and  know  you  will  do  some- 
thing, quietly  or  aggressively,  that  will  result  in  better  conditions.  Suppose 
Charlie  were  there?    There  are  many  there  who  are  as  dearly  loved. 

I  do  hope  you  will  be  in  Duluth  this  summer  and  that  we  will  see  you.  We 
will  have  an  illumination  and  bonfire  in  your  honor  if  you  will  come  to  the  Point. 

With  dearest  love  to  Mrs.  Morris,  Miss  Statham,  and  the  children, 
I  remain,  ever  faithfully,  yours, 

Julia  E.  L.  Moore. 

Camp  Absaraka  (Box  6), Minnesota  Point,  June  8. 1898. 
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[Ninth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Office  Chief  Commissary, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  2,  1S98. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  First  Army  Corps  and  Department  ot  the 
Gulf.  The  Fourteenth  Minnesota  arrived  at  camp  on  May  18  with  ten  days'  field  rations,  suffi- 
cient to  supply  them  until  May  29.  On  May  29  the  regiment  was  issued  three  days  rations,  to 
include  June  1;  on  June  1  five  days*  rations,  to  include  June  6;  on  June  6  four  days'  rations,  to 
include  June  10;  on  June  10  five  days,  to  include  June  15;  on  June  15  five  days,  to  include  June  20; 
on  June  20  ten  days,  to  include  June  30,  and  it  is  now  supplied  with  rations  to  include  July  10. 
Excluding  the  issue  of  rations  for  the  first  ten  days  in  this  month  there  have  been  29,060  rations 
issued  to  the  regiment,  which  represents  quite  approximately  the  following  quantities  of  the 
various  components  named:  Bacon,  6,538  pounds;  fresh  beef,  25,427  pounds;  fresh  bread,  32,692 
pounds;  beans,  2.179  pounds;  rice,  1,453  pounds;  onions,  2.020  pounds;  tomatoes,  2,511  3- pound 
cans;  coffee,  roasted,  2,320  pounds;  sugar,  4.359  pounds;  vinegar,  290  gallons;  soap,  1,162  pounds; 
salt,  1,162  pounds;  pepper,  72  pounds;  candles,  436  pounds.  The  above  supplies  were  issued  to 
the  regiment  for  period  from  May  29  to  June  30.  On  the  20th  of  June  a  paper  was  referred  to 
this  office  for  investigation  concerning  a  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  Minnesota,  and  it 
was  ascertained  from  Colonel  Van  Duzee  that  several  anonymous  communications  had  been 
forwarded  from  his  regiment  to  the  newspapers  in  his  State  and  that  efforts  to  obtain  the 
names  of  the  writers  had  been  unsuccessful.  With  the  report  made  at  that  time  a  telegram 
was  forwarded  from  this  office  which  had  been  sent  by  Mr  Jones  to  the  captain  of  the  com- 
pany in  which  his  son  was  a  sergeant,  and  which  telegram  was  based  upon  a  personal  conversa- 
tion with  his  son,  to  the  effect  that  his  complaint  forwarded  co  the  War  Department  was 
groundless.  Old  officers  now  with  that  regiment,  who  served  during  the  last  war,  informed  me 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  complaint,  either  concerning  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the 
stores,  and  one  captain  stated  that  the  difficulty  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  men  wasted  their 
rations,  and  that  he  had  great  difficulty  in  preventing  them  from  doing  so,  as  they  were  not 
familiar  with  the  method  of  keeping  or  preparing  the  stores.  The  stores  enumerated  above 
were  invoiced  to  the  brigade  commissary,  who  is  an  officer  of  the  Fourteenth  Minnesota,  and  he 
in  turn,  it  is  presumed,  invoiced  them  to  the  regimental  commissary  of  the  regiment. 

Henry  G.  Sharpe, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Acting  Commissary- General  of  Subsistence, 

United  States  Army,  Chief  Commissary. 

[Tenth  indorsement.] 
Headquarters  First  Army  Corps,  Department  of  the  Gulf, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park,  Georgia,  July  3,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  inviting  attention  to  the  ninth 
indorsement. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  8, 1S98. 
For  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army. 

H.  O.  S.  H,  A.  A.  G. 
[Eleventh  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  9, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  with  reference  to  the  first 
and  ninth  indorsements. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  H.  O.  S.  Heistand, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Thirteenth  indorsement.] 
War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  13,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  (through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army)  to  the  honorable  the 
Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  within  letter  and  preceding  indorsements  hereon. 

Chas.  P.  Egan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


Fourteenth  Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteers, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  June  27,  1898. 
Hon.  Page  Morris, 

House  of  Representatives,  Washington. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  advised  of  the  receipt  by  you  of  a  letter  from  a  mutual  friend 

in  Duluth  informing  you  of  an  alleged  faulty  condition  of  affairs  in  this  regiment 
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in  regard  to  food  and  water.  Referring  thereto,  I  would  say  that  at  the  time  of 
our  arrival  here,  and  shortly  after,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  your  correspondent,  which  I 
supposed  would  go  no  further,  simply  relating  that  there  was  but  a  limited  variety, 
and  not  always  a  satisfactory  quantity,  of  food  at  that  time,  noting  particularly 
the  deficiency  of  fresh  beef  and  water— this  not  particularly  in  a  spirit  of  com- 
plaint, but  as  I  regarded  the  facts  and  as  reflecting  the  general  sentiment  of  the 
camp.  I  am,  however,  happy  to  state  that  the  Government  has  greatly  improved 
this  condition,  and  that  for  some  weeks  we  have  been  receiving  all  that  a  reason- 
able man  could  expect  in  the  field,  both  in  quantity,  quality,  and  variety. 

I  can  not  but  feel  that  the  greatly  exaggerated  newspaper  reports  influenced  in 
some  degree  the  letter,  which  was  partly  based  on  my  statement. 

Thanking  you  heartily  for  your  interest  in  our  behalf,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Respectfully, 

James  T.  Watson. 

The  above  letter  is,  I  consider,  a  fair  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

E.  Hugh  Cook. 
P.  M.  Nash. 


Pasadena,  Cal.,  June  17,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt. 

Dear  Sir:  Knowing  you  to  have  the  best  interest  of  your  command  at  heart 
and  that  its  efficiency  is  largely  increased  by  good  discipline  and  also  contentment, 
I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  certain  things  that  have  come  to  my  notice.  One  is 
that,  although  the  Army  ration  is  sufficient  for  any  man,  I  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that, 
in  one  case  at  least,  a  mess  of  seven  men  have  less  than  a  loaf  of  bread  at  a  meal,  and 
that  one  day  this  week  they  received  no  meat  at  all;  also  many  times  when  the  meat 
is  served  to  them  it  is  spoiled;  at  other  times  no  bread  can  be  had.  In  one  case  the 
young  man  I  had  my  information  from  said  that  he  would  have  had  to  go  to  bed 
hungry  if  he  had  not  had  the  money  to  buy  bread  with.  I  know  this  boy,  from  an 
acquaintance  of  many  years,  to  be  one  of  the  best  boys  in  the  California  National 
Guard,  one  who  won  and  wore  the  highest  gold  medal  for  being  the  best-drilled 
man  in  the  company.  I  know  him  to  be  absolutely  free  from  any  bad  habits,  and 
one  who  at  his  examination  was  pronounced  physically  perfect — one  who  has 
never  uttered  a  word  of  complaint  before,  and  requested  me  not  to  say  anything 
or  mention  his  name,  because  of  what  would  follow  from  those  over  him. 

Now,  General  Merritt,  if  you  personally  investigate  you  will  find  many  things 
in  the  quartermaster's  department  of  Company  I,  Seventh  California,  to  correct; 
also,  no  doubt,  in  many  other  companies. 

By  the  way,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  there  is  one  private  in 
Company  I,  Seventh  California,  who  is  familiar  with  the  process  of  distilling 
water  for  drinking  purposes;  in  fact,  left  that  business  to  enlist  in  his  country's 
service.  I  feel  that  he  can  be  of  more  service  to  his  country  in  saving  life  in  that 
way  than  in  any  other.  His  name  is  Wm.  H.  Thrall.  The  last  work  he  did  before 
he  left  home  was  to  set  up  a  plant. 

Hoping  for  the  success  of  our  cause  and  that  our  dearly  loved  flag  will  soon  float 
over  the  Philippines, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  Charles  H.  Adams, 

Box  2 121+,  Station  A,  Pasadena,  Cal. 


Seventh  California  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Merritt,  California,  June  25,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Third  Brigade, 

Camp  Merritt,  California. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Capt.  W.  L.  Lippincott, 
Company  I,  Seventh  California  Infantry,  relating  to  the  complaint  made  by  Mr. 
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Charles  H.  Adams,  of  Pasadena,  on  behalf  of  a  member  of  Company  I,  whose 
name  is  not  disclosed,  alleging  that  the  supply  of  bread  and  meat  to  that  company 
is  inadequate  and  that  the  meat  issued  is  sometimes  spoiled,  etc.  The  report  of 
Captain  Lippincott  explains  this  matter  fully,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  his  state- 
ments are  correct. 

No  well-founded  complaint  can  proceed  from  the  Seventh  California  Infantry 
about  either  the  quantity  or  quality  of  the  rations  issued  to  it.     These  rations 
consist  of  wholesome  food,  and  if  properly  handled  by  company  commissaries 
and  cooks  they  are  more  than  sufficient  to  completely  satisfy  hunger. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  R.  Berry, 
Colonel,  Seventh  California  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Camp  Merritt,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  June  25,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  Seventh  California 

United  States  Volunteer  Infantry. 

Sir:  In  the  matter  of  the  complaint  of  Charles  H.  Adams,  relating  to  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  Company  I,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  the  following: 

The  statements  on  the  complaint  are  very  much  overdrawn. 

There  being  no  provision  for  baking  bread,  this  article  is  obtained  by  trading 
the  flour  issued  by  the  commissary  to  bakers.  During  the  time  that  this  regi- 
ment was  in  camp  at  the  Presidio  no  complaint  was  ever  made  in  regard  to  the 
bread.  When  the  regiment  moved  from  the  Presidio  to  Camp  Merritt  new 
arrangements  for  bread  had  to  be  made  and  some  trouble  was  experienced  in  find- 
ing a  baker  who  would  handle  the  matter  satisfactorily  and  give  as  large  a  quan- 
tity of  bread  for  a  given  quantity  of  flour  as  was  done  at  the  Presidio.  Then  the 
men  had  not  yet  learned  how  to  economize  in  the  use  of  the  rations,  so  that  there 
were  for  a  day  or  two  some  complaints,  the  grounds  for  which  were  soon  removed. 

Soon  after  the  removal  to  Camp  Merritt  the  methods  of  issuing  commissary 
stores  were  changed  and  some  little  confusion  was  created  by  this  change,  but 
this  was  also  soon  rectified  and  everything  ran  as  smoothly  as  before. 

lam  not  aware,  however,  that  any  man  of  my  command  ever  had  the  alterna- 
tive presented  to  him  of  going  hungry  or  buying  bread  with  his  own  money.  If 
such  were  the  case  it  is  entirely  the  fault  of  the  man  himself,  and  if  he  had 
applied  to  me  he  would  have  had  his  wants  satisfied  without  having  to  spend  his 
own  money  for  that  purpose. 

/     There  is  no  ground  for  the  statement  in  Mr.  Adams's  complaint  that  bad  meat 
was  issued  to  the  men  of  my  command. 

The  rations  issued  to  the  men  are  ample  in  quantity  and  of  good  quality,  and  if 
properly  handled  there  need  be  no  complaint  in  regard  to  them  on  the  part  of  the 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  L.  Lippincott, 

Captain,  Seventh  California  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  I. 


Thirty-Fourth  Michigan, 

On  board  S.  S.  Harvard,  June  27,  1898. 
Capt.  John  Little, 

Depot  Commissary,  Dunn-Loring,  Va. 

Captain:  Referring  to  the  statement  made  in  one  of  the  Detroit  papers  that 

our  regiment  had  been  fed  on  moldy  bread  and  rotten  beef,  and  that  Senator 

Burrows  had  been  so  informed  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Manistee  company, 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  pursuant  to  official  instructions,  I  wrote  Senator 
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Burrows  asking  him  to  give  the  names  of  the  men  of  Manistee.  He  replied  that 
he  did  not  know  their  names,  but  remembered  well  the  complaint.  I  appeared 
before  the  company  at  roll  call  and  stated  to  the  men  that  no  complaint  whatever 
had  reached  me,  and  the  captain  and  first  lieutenant  of  the  company  also  in  pres- 
ence of  the  company  asserted  that  it  was  the  first  intimation  they  had  of  dissatis- 
faction, and  that  no  just  cause  for  any  existed.  I  then  stated  to  the  company  that 
during  three  years  and  seven  months'  service  during  the  war,  five  years  in  the 
Regular  Army  immediately  after  the  rebellion,  and  an  almost  constant  residence 
near  the  military  post  of  Fort  Clark,  Tex.,  during  which  time  I  have  often  had 
beef  contracts  myself,  I  had  never  seen  finer  beef  issued  to  troops,  and  the  bread 
was  also  of  fine  quality,  never  having  had  a  single  complaint  on  either. 

Some  men's  mouths  are  set  with  a  hair  trigger,  and  often  widely  miss  the  mark. 
I  can  say  that  the  regimental  officers'  mess  was  provided  with  beef  daily  on  arrival 
of  the  wagon,  and  was  taken  without  selection  from  that  received  from  you,  in 
full  view  of  the  company  quartermaster-sergeants  and  their  details,  and  not  only 
was  not  a  single  complaint  made  to  me,  but  on  the  contrary  it  was  constantly 
remarked  how  excellent  it  was.  The  Sunday  before  we  left  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sheldon 
accidentally  dined  with  us,  and  both  himself  and  the  ladies  accompanying  him 
spoke  of  the  superior  quality  of  the  beef. 

If  the  men  of  this  regiment  can  always  obtain  as  good  supplies  as  were  furnished 
them  at  Camp  Alger  they  will  have  no  reasonable  cause  for  complaint. 

With  high  consideration,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Roach, 
Quartermaster,  Thirty-Fourth  Michigan, 
Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

(Through  chief  commissary,  Second  Army  Corps,  Camp  Alger,  Va.) 


Savoy,  III.,  June  29,  1898. 
President  McKinley. 

Dear  Sir:  I  send  this  message  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  boys  of  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment of  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  at  Jacksonville,  Fla. ,  in  which  I  have  a  brother 
and  lots  of  friends;  and  from  some  cause  the  quartermasters  are  starving  these 
troops.  I  do  not  think  it  is  any  fault  of  the  Government,  or  neither  do  the  boys 
think  so.  It  is  the  fault  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  provisions.  They  keep 
it  back  and  make  the  boys  buy  it  of  them,  if  they  have  anything  to  buy  it  with, 
and  those  officers  pocket  the  money.  Now,  that  is  my  understanding  of  the 
matter,  and  I  think  it  should  be  looked  into.  It  is  an  awful  thing  for  people  to 
be  starved  in  a  land  of  plenty.  So  I  beg  you,  for  mercy's  sake,  to  please  look  into 
the  matter,  is  my  wish. 

Yours,  with  respect,  Mrs.  Geo.  Hopkins. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General,  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  7,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  this  complaint 
be  investigated. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  11, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla., 
for  investigation  and  report,  and  return  of  this  paper  to  this  office. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  H.  O.  S.  Heist  and, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


364        INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  is,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  Second  Division,  for  investigation  and 
report;  this  paper  to  be  returned. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Lee.  R.  E.  L.  Michie, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  lh,  1898. 
To  chief  commissary,  Second  Division,  Seventh  Corps,  for  thorough  investigation  and  report. 
He  will  report  to  these  headquarters  for  instructions  before  beginning  this  investigation. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Arnold. 

E.  St.  J.  Greble, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Adjutant-General. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  lk,  1898. 
To  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  carefully  and  fully  investigated  the  charges  made  in  the 
inclosed  letter,  and  find  that  there  is  no  truth  in  them  whatever,  and,  on  the  contrary,  the  men 
of  the  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  informed  me  to-day,  and  on  previous  occasions,  that 
they  had  plenty  to  eat.  The  colonel  of  the  regiment  told  me  that  there  had  been  complaint  from 
a  very  few  of  the  men  once  or  twice,  but  each  time  he  investigated  them  he  found  them  to  be 
without  foundation.  The  men  receive  all  the  rations  issued  to  the  regiment.  I  visited  each 
company  and  talked  with  the  men,  the  quartermaster-sergeants,  and  the  cooks,  and  they  all  with 
one  accord  said  there  was  no  complaint. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

T.  B.  Hacker, 
Captain,  Commissary  of  Subsistence  of  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  Jxdy  16, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  inviting  attention  to  the 
third  indorsement  and  to  the  inclosure  to  that  indorsement.    It  is  not  believed  that  there  are 
grounds  for  complaints  concerning  the  food  issued  to  the  troops  of  this  command. 

A.  K.  Arnold, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  16, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  commanding  general,  Second  Division.   Such  remark  as  the  colonel  of 
the  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry  may  desire  to  submit  in  this  connection  is  also  desired. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Lee. 

R.  E.  L.  Michie,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  18, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  colonel  commanding  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  through 
headquarters  Second  Brigade,  for  compliance  with  previous  indorsement. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Arnold. 

E.  St.  J.  Greble, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Adjutant-General. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Second  Brigade,  Seventh  Corps, 

July  30,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  commanding  officer  Fourth  Hlinois  for  compliance. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Bancroft. 

Francis  Parker, 
Lieutenant  and  Aid-de-Camp,  Acting  Adjutant-General. 

[Tenth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 

August  2,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

After  investigation  I  find  no  real  cause  for  complaint.    The  letter  to  the  President  is  based  on 
the  querulous  complaint  of  a  man  not  well  and  unaccustomed  to  army  food,  and  was  made  at  a 
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time  when  severe  rains  made  cooking  almost  impossible  for  a  few  days.  No  one  in  my  command 
has  suffered  for  lack  of  food.  Some  well-managed  mtsses  have  been  able,  from  the  surplus  of 
rations,  to  supply  their  companions  with  vegetables  and  special  food. 

Casimir  Andel, 
Colonel  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteers. 

[Eleventh  indorsement  ] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Second  Brigade,  Seventh  Corps, 

August  3,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  adjutant-general.  Second  Division,  inviting  attention  to  previous 
indorsement.    In  my  opinion  no  further  action  necessary. 

Wm.  A.  Bancroft,  Brigadier  Genera  I. 

[Twelfth  indorsement  ] 

Jacksonville,  Fla.  August  h.  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  adjutant-general,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  inviting  attention  to  tenth 
indorsement. 

A    K   Arnold, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Thirteenth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Jacksonville,  August  5,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant  General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Fitz  Lee, 
Major  General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Fourteenth  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  9,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  with  reference  to  the  first 
and  subsequent  indorsements  hereon. 

H.  O.  S   Heistand, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

[Inclosure  to  fourteenth  indorsement.] 

Camp  Cuba  Libre, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  15,  189S. 
My  name  is  John  Yount.  I  am  a  member  of  Company  M,  Fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  am  stationed  at  Camp  Cuba  Libre.  I  am  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Geo.  Hopkins,  who  wrote  a  letter 
dated  June  29  to  President  McKinley  from  Savoy,  111.  I  wrote  my  sister  a  letter  about  the  mid- 
dle of  June,  1898,  in  which  I  told  her  that  I  was  not  getting  enough  to  eat,  but  I  did  not  write 
her  that  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  rations  were  keeping  them  back,  and  that  the  men  had  to 
buy  the  rations  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  them.  I  know  of  no  instance  whatever  where  any 
soldier  has  had  to  buy  provisions  of  a  commissary  officer,  or  where  any  officer  has  sold  or  offered 
to  sell  any  of  the  rations  to  the  men.  I  did  not  charge  that  the  men  did  not  receive  their  full 
ration,  and  I  do  not  say  that  the  full  ration  was  not  issued.  I  do  not  like  bacon.  I  do  not  like 
hard  bread  as  well  as  soft  bread.  I  have  been  sick  for  two  weeks  with  articular  rheumatism. 
All  the  complaint  I  have  to  make  is  that  we  did  not  get  enough  to  eat— that  is,  our  company, 
not  the  regiment. 

John  Yount. 

[Indorsement  on  above  statement  of  John  Yount  ] 

Camp  Cuba  Libre, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  15,  1898. 
Capt.  E.  St.  J.  Greble, 

Adjutant- General,  Camp  Cuba  Libre. 
Captain:  Since  making  my  indorsement  on  letter  of  Mrs.  George  Hopkins,  I  took  the  inclosed 
statement.  The  men  have  received  the  entire  amount  of  rations  issued  to  them,  and  on  no 
ground  can  their  dissatisfaction  be  conjectured,  unless  it  be  on  account  of  their  appetites— not 
getting  enough  of  certain  things  to  satisfy  them  for  the  entire  meal.  1  remained  with  the  com- 
pany for  dinner,  and  saw  them  eat,  and  they  all  had  an  abundance.  I  shall  begin  Monday  and 
make  an  inspection  of  each  kitchen  in  the  division. 

Respectfully,  Theo.  B.  Hacker, 

Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  V.  S.  Volunteers. 
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[Fifteenth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General,  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  August  12,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  preceding 
indorsements  hereon  and  to  inclosure  herewith. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[October  5,  1898.    Memorandum.] 

The  original  complaint  of  Mrs.  Hopkins  was  returned  to  her  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Norristown,  Pa.,  July  29,  1898. 
Commissary-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  boys  at  Camp  Alger  yesterday- 
saying  that  they  were  or  had  been  on  half  rations.  Why  suph  a  state  of  affairs 
should  exist  only  thirty  minutes  from  Washington  is  solved  in  my  mind  by  say- 
ing the  commissaries  of  the  regiments  are  dishonest.  This  occurred  in  Pennsylva- 
nia regiments  and  needs  investigation. 

Yours,  etc.,  C.  Atkinson. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  July  81,  1898. 
I     Kespectf ully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  for  an  investigation. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  Camp  Alger,  Va.,  for  investigation. 
(    By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  O.  S.  Heistand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  August  19,  1898. 
'  To  Chief  Commissary. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Office  Chief  Commissary, 

Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  September  3, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Second  Army  Corps.  As  shown  hereon,  this 
matte  was  referred  to  me  on  August  19, 1898,  after  my  arrival  at  Camp  Meade,  the  Pennsyl- 
vania regiments  being  at  Camp  Alger.  The  extremely  indefinite  nature  of  the  charge  makes 
intelligent  investigation  practically  impossible.  Full  rations  have  been  issued  at  all  times. 
The  general  charge  of  dishonesty  on  the  part  of  officers  of  Pennsylvania  regiments  is  absurd.  I 
have  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Atkinson  stating  the  situation. 

Jas.  N.  Allison, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
f  Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  September  h,  1898. 

Respectfully  referred  (through  commanding  officer  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps)  to  the 
commanding  general  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  for  investigation  and 
report. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Graham. 

C.  P.  Summerall, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Fifth  Artillery,  Aid-de-Camp. 
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[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa  ,  September  5,  189S. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  officer  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army 
Corps,  for  compliance  with  preceding  indorsement. 

Bv  command  of  Brigadier- General  Gobin.  __ 

J  A./Wilson  Norris, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Seventh  indorsement  ] 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  September  5,  1898. 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  the  commanding  officer  Eighth  Regiment,  for  compliance  and 
investigation. 


Theo.  H.  Hoffman, 
Colonel,  Commanding  Brigade. 


[Eighth  indorsement.] 


Headquarters  Eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Meade  Pa.,  September  7,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned.    No  complaint  as  to  rations  was  ever  made  by  a  member  or  members 

of  this  regiment  while  at  Camp  Alger.  _ 

Edw.  B.  Watts, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Eighth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Commanding  Regiment. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  September  10,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  commanding  officer  Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, for  investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  Colonel  Hoffman. 

A.  Wilson  Norris, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Tenth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Gamp  Meade,  Pa.,  September  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  with  the  information  that  at  all  times  the  regiment  received  full  rations, 
and  no  complaints  were  made  by  members  of  this  regiment. 

James  B.  Coryeel,  Colonel. 

[Eleventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Meade,  Pa  ,  September  17, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  officer  Thirteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  for  investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Gobin. 

A.  Wilson  Norris, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant -General. 

[Twelfth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Thirteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Meade,  September  17,  189S. 
Respectfully  returned.    Investigation  failed  to  establish  any  grounds  for  charges  of  short 
rations  or  dishonesty.    Complaints  have  not  been  made  at  these  headquarters  by  members  of 
the  regiment. 

Chas.  C.  Matts, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Commanding  Thirteenth  Regiment. 

[Thirteenth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Meade,  Pa  ,  September  18,  1898 
Respectfully  returned,  inviting  attention  to  preceding  indorsements. 

S  B.  M  Young, 
Major  General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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[Fourteenth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  September  19,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Maj.  H.  O.  S.  Heistand,  A.  A.  G.,  U.  S.  A.,  inviting  attention  to  pre- 
ceding indorsement. 

Wm.  Montrose  Graham, 
»  Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  September  21,  1898. 
To  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  1,  1S98. 
Maj.  Gen.  Fitzhugh  Lee, 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

(Through  adjutant-general  Seventh  Army  Corps.) 

Sir:  Yesterday  morning  I  was  informed  in  a  street  car  by  Captain  Gessner, 
commanding  Company  E,  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry,  that  his  regi- 
ment is  not  being  properly  fed,  and,  knowing  that  you  wish  no  delay  in  investi- 
gating such  matters,  I  immediately  left  my  work  and  proceeded  to  the  Second 
Division  headquarters.  With  the  consent  of  General  Arnold  I  requested  Captain 
Hacker,  division  commissary,  to  accompany  me  to  every  company  kitchen  of  that 
regiment,  as  there  is  no  excuse,  with  the  abundant  provisions  in  this  city,  for  a 
lack  in  any  regiment. 

Colonel  Hine  was  not  at  headquarters  and  I  therefore  notified  the  adjutant  of 
my  presence,  and  Captain  Hacker  and  I  were  escorted  through  the  regiment  by 
the  officer  of  the  day. 

The  first  object  that  caught  my  eye  was  a  regimental  bake  oven.  This  oven 
was  issued  six  weeks  ago.  It  has  never  been  set  up,  and  has  been  exposed  to  the 
sun  and  rain  meantime.  The  ration  of  18  ounces  of  flour,  which  should  make  24 
ounces  of  -bread,  has  been  exchanged  with  a  local  baker  for  16  ounces  of  bread. 
The  company  commanders  claim  that  they  do  not  even  get  the  16  ounces.  I 
tasted  the  bread  and  found  it  soggy  and  of  poor  quality.  Why  the  oven  had  not 
been  set  up  and  a  bakery  established,  as  in  other  regiments,  that  should  furnish  a 
full  supply,  I  was  unable  to  ascertain. 

Beginning  at  the  left  of  the  command,  we  went  through  every  company  kitchen 
and  store  tent,  accompanied  by  the  regimental  commissary-sergeant.  I  found 
that  the  regiment  has  suffered  severely  by  the  constant  change  of  the  commissary 
officer,  necessitating  teaching  new  men  how  to  perform  the  simplest  duties  in  the 
way  of  distributing  rations  to  the  troops.  The  office  yesterday  was  being  man- 
aged by  a  sergeant,  who  was  certainly  doing  his  best  to  learn  his  duties  and  per- 
form them.  What  is  true  of  the  commissary  department  of  this  regiment  is  also 
true  of  the  quartermaster's  department.  The  quartermaster  nas  for  a  long  time 
been  away  and  his  place  has  been  filled  by  substitutes  from  time  to  time. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  sent  out  its  additional  recruits  needed  to  fill  its  regi- 
ment to  full  war  strength  with  the  worst  lot  of  tents  that  ever  came  into  this 
command — rotten  and  full  of  holes.  I  personally  recommended  the  colonel,  by 
means  of  a  board  of  survey  and  inspector,  to  get  these  tents  off  his  papers  imme- 
diately and  to  secure  new  ones  by  the  ordinary  method  of  requisition. 

The  tents  were  at  once  condemned  by  the  division  inspector  and  were  marked 
"  I.  C."  One  month  elapsed  before  a  requisition  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  chief 
quartermaster.  Thirty-five  tents  were  then  issued.  I  found  these  tents  unpacked 
and  undistributed,  lying  in  the  rear  of  the  regimental  quartermaster's  tent,  and  the 
men  still  using  the  rotten  canvas  condemned  over  a  month  previous.  Over  100 
new  tents  have  also  been  issued  since  and  sent  to  await  the  regiment  on  its  arrival 
at  Pablo. 
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In  the  first  company  kitchen  we  struck  the  quartermaster-sergeant  and  cook 
agreed  that  the  men  had  nothing  to  eat  but  bread  and  coffee  for  breakfast.  Their 
excuse  was  that  the  fresh-beef  ration  was  to  have  furnished  steak,  and  that,  hav- 
ing been  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  by  the  brigade  commissary,  it  had  been 
ordered  back  to  the  city  and  sweet  meat  sent  out  in  its  place.  This  operation  takes 
five  hours;  meantime  the  men  went  hungry,  although  to-day  being  the  end  of  ten 
days'  issue  of  rations,  I  found  in  the  store  of  this  company  beans,  hominy,  and 
tomatoes.  I  found  plenty  of  provisions  usually,  including  bacon,  in  the  store  of 
every  company  in  the  regiment.  Every  company  but  one,  however  (which  had 
come  in  from  provost  guard  and  brought  beef  with  them) ,  had  had  nothing  to  eat 
except  bread  and  coffee,  and  for  the  same  reason — that  the  meat  issued  on  that  day 
happened  to  be  tainted  and  had  to  be  sent  back  to  be  exchanged.  I  suggested  to 
the  cooks  that  fresh  meat  was  not  intended  for  the  morning  meal,  but  for  the  mid- 
day and  evening  meal:  that  if  they  made  arrangements  to  have  their  morning 
meal  composed  of  beans,  bacon,  rice,  oatmeal,  bread,  coffee,  and  tomatoes,  with 
the  first  use  of  cooked  fresh  meat  at  the  midday  meal  instead  of  the  breakfast, 
there  would  be  no  further  trouble. 

There  are  plenty  of  such  stores  on  hand  always,  but  the  time  between  the  hour 
when  fresh  meat  is  issued  and  breakfast  call  is  so  short  that  if  the  company  is 
absolutely  dependent  as  at  present  on  the  first  meat  issue  for  breakfast,  the  occa- 
sional failure  of  fresh  meat  (which  necessarily  takes  place  in  a  hot  climate)  leaves 
the  men  absolutely  without  food  except  bread  and  coffee,  there  not  being  time  to 
cook  beans,  hominy,  etc. 

Not  a  single  company  commander,  apparently,  had  ever  suggested  this  to  their 
cooks,  nor  had  this  simple  rearrangement  of  the  meals  ever  occurred  to  them. 

The  entire  regiment  blame  the  chief  commissary  of  this  corps  because  it  went 
without  its  breakfast,  whereas  the  blame  actually  rested  within  the  regimental 
lines. 

I  found  that  brigade  orders  existed  by  which  officers  are  ordered  to  vary  the 
requisition  of  beef  by  substituting  ham,  mutton,  and  sausage.  As  far  as  I  could 
ascertain,  this  order  has  not  been  complied  with  since  it  was  issued,  August  10. 
There  is  universal  complaints  of  the  hominy  issued,  which  is  so  tough  and  hard 
as  to  be  uneatable  after  a  whole  day's  cooking  and  boiling.  On  being  told  that 
they  need  not  take  the  hominy  if  they  did  not  like  it,  but  might  choose  rice  instead, 
which  the  men  state  they  do  wish,  I  was  informed  in  each  case  that  they  supposed 
they  had  to  take  it  whether  they  wished  to  or  not.  I  also  discovered  dense  igno- 
rance of  the  fact  that  vegetables,  when  found  in  bad  condition,  can  be  exchanged 
for  good,  and  of  the  steps  necessary  to  make  such  a  change. 

I  was  informed  that  on  Tuesday,  August  30,  the  day  when  the  commission  from 
New  Jersey  was  here,  an  issue  of  fresh  beef  inspected  and  approved  by  the  bri- 
gade commissary,  a  volunteer  officer,  whose  occupation  in  private  life  for  many 
years  has  been  in  the  handling  and  sale  of  meat,  was  condemned  by  the  regi- 
mental surgeon,  Major  Adams,  and  the  men  left  without  any  fresh-beef  ration  for 
twenty-four  hours  on  that  account. 

In  conclusion  I  urged  Captain  Hacker  in  the  strongest  possible  manner  to 
assemble  every  company  quartermaster-sergeant  and  company  cook  at  his  head- 
quarters and  instruct  them  until  they  had  been  thoroughly  taught  the  A  B  C's  of 
preparing  rations  and  distributing  them  by  the  commissary-sergeant  from  the 
Regular  Army  who  acts  as  his  assistant. 

The  dinner  served  to  the  men  yesterday  consisted  of  beef,  onions,  tomatoes  or 
potatoes  or  beans,  and,  in  some  cases,  coffee.     The  food  was  well  cooked  and  pal- 
atable.   I  would  respectfully  suggest  a  complete  reorganization  of  the  commissary 
and  quartermaster's  departments  of  this  regiment. 
7833 24 
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I  would  also  suggest  that  some  arrangement  be  made  with  Armour  &  Co.  by 
which  a  sufficiently  large  supply  of  meat  can  be  sent  out  to  the  camps,  so  that 
when  any  of  it  is  condemned  there  may  be  enough  to  substitute  good  immediately 
on  the  spot  instead  of  the  present  arrangement  by  which  many  hours  necessarily 
elapse  before  the  transfer  can  be  made. 

I  would  further  respectfully  suggest  a  general  order  by  which  company  com- 
manders be  required  daily  to  inspect  the  sanitary  condition  of  their  streets,  and 
another  by  which  some  commissioned  officer  be  ordered  to  inspect  each  meal 
served  to  the  men  and  to  rectify  on  the  spot  any  shortcoming  such  as  those 
noted  above. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr., 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Inspector-General. 
A  true  copy: 

O.  E.  Wood, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Treasury  Department, 
Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  7,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  a  son  a  member  of  Company  G,  First  Regiment  District  of  Colum- 
bia Volunteers.  On  the  2d  instant  I  visited  Camp  Wikoff  and  found  my  son  on 
duty,  but  suffering  from  catarrhal  diarrhea  and  general  debility,  following  the 
malarial  or  "  mountain  fever/'  which  he,  in  common  with  most  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Santiago  campaign,  had  contracted.  By  the  advice  of  his  company  officers 
and  the  regimental  surgeon  I  obtained  for  him  a  thirty  days'  furlough. 

I  was  informed  that  soldiers  on  furlough  given  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  were 
entitled,  in  addition  to  transportation,  to  commutation  of  rations  while  traveling; 
also  that  soldiers  who  had  served  in  Cuba  were  entitled  to  a  reissue  of  clothing 
free  of  charge,  and  that  the  clothing  worn  in  Cuba  should  be  burned. 

I  was  refused,  for  my  boy,  commutation  of  rations,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
time  between  Montauk  Point  and  Washington  was  less  than  twenty-four  hours, 
and  that  a  soldier  traveling  less  than  twenty-four  hours  was  not  entitled  to  com- 
mutation of  rations,  but  could  be  supplied  with  a  lunch  by  his  company.  As 
there  was  nothing  in  camp  fit  for  a  man  suffering  from  the  disease  that  my  boy 
had,  he  left  camp  without  the  lunch,  and  as  he  left  camp  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  Sun- 
day, and  did  not  arrive  at  his  house  in  Takoma  Park  until  about  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
Monday,  he  would  have  been  without  food  for  twenty-one  hours — i.  e.,  from  mess 
at  noon  on  Sunday  to  9  o'clock  a.  m.  Monday — except  for  the  fact  that  I  was  with 
him  and  had  a  little  money,  and  that  charitable  and  patriotic  citizens,  before  the 
train  started,  gave  him  a  glass  of  milk. 

I  could  not  obtain  clothing  for  him  before  leaving,  and  had  to  bring  him  home 
with  the  same  pantaloons  and  hat  with  which  he  made  the  campaign.  His  under- 
clothing and  blouse  were  supplied  to  him  when  he  left  Santiago. 

Transportation  was  furnished,  but  not  a  sleeping  berth.  In  my  boy's  case  I  did 
not  want  a  sleeper  and  did  not  ask  it,  as  I  wanted  to  watch  over  him  during  the 
journey.  But  I  saw  many  other  soldiers  who  would  have  traveled  much  more 
comfortably  had  sleeping  berths  been  furnished.  The  Government  pretends  to 
supply  comforts  for  sick  soldiers  in  traveling,  and  by  so  pretending  prevents  or 
discourages  citizens  stepping  in  and  supplying  needed  comforts. 

Is  a  soldier  traveling  from  Montauk  Point  to  Washington  (time,  seventeen 
hours)  entitled  to  commutation  of  rations?    If  so.  how  can  I  obtain  the  $1.50  due 
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my  son?    And  why  can  not  instructions  to  that  effect  be  sent  to  the  general  com- 
manding at  Montauk  Point? 

Is  a  soldier  who  served  in  Cuba  entitled  to  a  reissue  of  clothing?  If  so,  can  I 
obtain  a  new  outfit  for  my  son  so  that  he  will  be  presentable  upon  the  return  of 
his  regiment  to  this  city,  or  must  he  on  that  occasion  wear  the  clothing  brought 
from  Cuba,  and  perhaps  containing  germs  of  the  diseases  prevailing  there? 

Should  not  regimental  officers  at  Montauk  be  instructed  to  see  that  their  com- 
mands are  furnished  with  a  new  outfit  of  clothing  and  that  those  worn  in  Cuba 
must  be  destroyed?  Can  not  arrangements  be  made  for  supplying  all  soldiers  who 
travel  at  night  with  a  sleeper,  and  can  not  the  railroad  companies  be  compelled  to 
furnish  at  least  one  seat  for  each  sick  soldier?  Many  soldiers  had  to  stand,  on  the 
train  on  which  I  came  from  Montauk  to  New  York. 

Respectfully,  yours,  J.  Lee  Adams,  M.  D. 

(Father  of  Arthur  B.  Adams,  of  Company  G,  First  District  of  Columbia  Volun- 
teers, and  secretary  of  the  District  of  Columbia  Volunteer  Aid  Association,  Office 
Internal  Revenue,  Treasury  Department.) 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office,  September  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  (through  office  of  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Subsistence,  United  States  Army)  with  report  that  there  was  a  very  large 
supply  of  clothing  at  Montauk  Point,  and  Private  Arthur  B.  Adams,  Company  G,  First  District 
of  Columbia  Volunteers,  could  have  been  supplied  with  any  articles  that  his  company  com- 
mander considered  necessary  for  him. 

Gratuitous  issue  of  clothing  was  authorized  in  all  cases  where  it  was  deemed  necessary  that 
the  clothing  worn  by  soldiers  coming  from  Cuba  should  be  destroyed. 

The  writer  in  this  case  says:  "In  my  boy's  case  I  did  not  want  a  sleeper  and  did  not  ask  it,  as 
I  wanted  to  watch  over  him  during  the  journey. "  Had  a  sleeping  car  been  desired,  it  would,  no 
doubt,  have  been  furnished,  as  the  regulations  as  to  providing  them  in  case  of  sick  soldiers  has 
been  recently  emphasized  by  issue  of  General  Order.  No.  114,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  c.  s.  Sick 
soldiers  are  entitled  to  sleepers  under  existing  regulations,  No.  1109.  Private  soldiers,  other  than 
sick  ones,  are  not  entitled  to  sleeping-car  accommodations  at  public  expense. 

M.  I.  Ludington, 
Quartermaster-General  U.  S.  Army. 

[Second  indorsement.  ] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary  General  oe  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Col.  John  F.  Weston,  acting  commissary-general  of  subsistence, 
chief  commissary  United  States  forces,  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York,  inviting 
attention  to  the  within  letter  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  and  requesting 
report. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary -General  of  Subsistence. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces,  Office  Chief  Commissary, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  21,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  United  States  Army,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

The  records  show  that  we  did  not  split  hairs  in  this  way;  that  we  paid  $1.50  for  one  day's  com- 
mutation of  rations  hence  to  Washington,  D.  C;  indeed,  because  of  the  isolation  of  this  place, 
it  was  paid  to  many  places  less  distant;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  the  soldier  called  he  was  not  refused! 
whereas,  if  the  father  did  without  him,  he  was,  as  rolls  had  to  be  signed  by  the  son  himself.  It 
is  possible  that  the  information  or  refusal  was  obtainea  from  outside  sources. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  soldier  could  eat,  but  there  had  been  issued,  among  others,  to  the  First 
District  of  Columbia  Regiment,  as  well  as  to  all  the  different  hospitals  in  this  camp,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  rations,  a  goodly  lot  of  ice,  fluid  milk,  eggs,  halibut,  lima  beans,  apples  (canned  and 
evaporated),  apricots  (evaporated),  butter,  corn  (green),  cocoa,  crackers,  ham  (sugar-cured), 
evaporated  cream,  oatmeal,  peaches  (canned  and  evaporated),  pears  (canned),  pease  (canned), 
prunes,  soups,  pickles,  lemons,  oranges,  and  tea,  some  of  which  were  on  hand  on  September  2 
(the  date  referred  to  within);  and  the  charitable  act  of  the  patriotic  citizen  in  giving  him  a  glass 
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of  milk  before  the  tra*<-  started  is  an  error;  it  was  our  milk,  kept  there  daily  for  such  cases.  I 
kept  ice  and  milk  at  the  depot,  50  gallons  each  day,  and  ice  also  in  our  storeroom,  where  J.  Lee 
Adams  must  have  come  for  commutation  of  rations.  I  kept  an  office  ice  cooler,  lots  of  ice,  milk, 
and  bread  for  just  such  cases,  and  within  the  reach  of  every  man  that  came. 

J.  F.  Weston. 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Commissary -General  of  Subsistence,  Chief  Commissary. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  23,  1898. 
Bespectfully  returned  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  inviting  attention  to  the  pre- 
ceding indorsement  hereon  of  Col.  J.  F.  Weston,  acting  commissary  general  of  subsistence, 
chief  commissary,  Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  7,  1898. 
Smith,  Commissary,  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  via  Havana : 

It  has  been  reported  that  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  has  been  receiving  wee- 
vily  hard  bread.    Is  this  so;  and  if  it  is,  to  what  extent  and  why  was  it  issued? 

Geo.  B.  Davis, 
Assistant  to  Commissary -General  of  Subsistence. 


[Telegram.] 

September  8,  1898. 
Commissary-General,  Washington : 

Captain  Cloke  issues  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania.  States  all  commissaries  instructed 
to  exchange  any  bread  found  spoiled,  and  only  ten  cases  have  been  turned  in. 
Half  fresh  bread  issued  since  August  14. 

Smith,  Commissary. 


The  Milwaukee  Club, 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  13,  1898. 
Hon.  Charles  P.  Eagan, 

Commissary-Ceneral  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  While  absent  at  the  North  on  leave,  I  have  read  and  heard  the  many 
unjust  and  extremely  harsh  criticisms  passed  upon  the  Commissary  Department 
by  the  ignorant  and  unthinking,  and  I  feel  that  I  would  be  recreant  to  my  duty, 
knowing  the  condition  of  at  least  some  of  our  soldiers  and  being  familiar  with 
their  subsistence,  did  I  not  raise  my  voice  in  indignant  protest  at  the  false  cal- 
umny propagated  by  some  of  our  public  press. 

As  quartermaster  and  acting  commissary  of  the  Second  Louisiana  Regiment, 
United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  I  can  truthfully  say  that  the  Commissary 
Department  has  always  punctually  supplied  our  regiment  with  the  best  of  rations 
and  never  allowed  so-called  "  red  tape  "  to  interfere  with  the  prompt  and  proper 
ration  of  the  men. 

Although  it  may  be  unmilitary  and  unconventional  for  a  quartermaster  and 
acting  commissary  to  address  you  on  matters  not  strictly  business,  I  shall  apolo- 
gize for  so  doing  by  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  "  volunteer "  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  feel  the  restraint  imbued  in  the  "  regular,"  and  that  his 
temporary  service  as  soldier  does  not  restrain  his  expression  as  man  and  citizen, 
especially  when  it  is  to  testify  a  simple  truth. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

Chas.  T.  Madison, 
Regimental  Quartermaster,  Second  Louisiana. 
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[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  15, 1898. 
Osgood,  Commissary,  Santiago,  Cuba: 

It  has  been  reported  to  the  President  there  is  a  very  great  deal  of  actual  starva- 
tion and  a  very  great  deal  of  sickness  among  our  troops.  Cable  at  once  the  num- 
ber of  rations  and  the  articles  for  sales  on  hand  and  if  there  is  any  truth  whatso- 
ever in  the  statement  that  there  has  been  starvation  among  our  troops.  Potatoes 
and  onions  now  en  route  to  you. 


[Telegram.] 

September  16, 1898. 
The  Commissary-General,  Washington: 

Refrigerator  beef  will  be  exhausted  30th.  No  tinned  bacon  should  be  issued. 
Loose  sides  out  of  crates  long  unused  should  be,  but  orders  forbid  issues  to  Cuban 
soldiers,  most  of  whom  have  large  families  sick  and  foodless  within  30  miles  of 
here.  I  refuse  with  shamed  face  constant  stream  of  applications  for  food  and 
medicine.  Dysentery  and  fever  universal.  Medicine  by  the  pound  and  food  by 
the  ton  needed  issued  at  once  to  save  us  from  further  and  lasting  disgrace,  my 
free  opinion.  Can  contract  for  Venezuela  cattle  on  hoof  at  points  named  at  12 
cents,  dressed  weight;  no  cattle  in  reach  on  island.  Nobody  here  knows  how 
long  garrison  will  be  kept  up.  Massachusetts  only  ship  that  has  subsistence 
stores  on  board;  no  fault  of  your  Department;  easily  prevented.  Port  Victor  left 
9th,  Michigan  11th;  neither  held  by  us.  Men  in  great  numbers  sick,  but  not  from 
lack  of  food.  Rations  here  for  ten  times  as  many  troops,  so  many  have  not  yet 
got  them,  so  can  count  story  of  starvation  stupid  rot.    Some  articles  for  sales  out, 

but  on  steamer  now  due. 

Osgood,  Commissary. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  16,  1898. 
Osgood,  Commissary,  Santiago: 

General  Wood  reports  to  General  Lawton,  who  in  turn  cables  here:  "Meat  sup- 
plied by  Swift  &  Co.  is  a  good  deal  of  it  somewhat  damaged."  Is  this  correct?  Is 
damaged  meat  being  issued?  If  so,  why?  Damaged  meat  should  not  be  accepted; 
still  less  issued.  Vegetables  now  en  route  to  you.  Make  estimate  for  weekly 
supply  hereafter,  as  steamers  are  to  run  weekly.    Answer. 

Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


[Telegram.] 

September  18,  1898. 
The  Commissary-General,  Washington: 

Unfit  meat  neither  accepted  nor  issued.  Constantly  inspected,  and  orders 
strict  not  to  issue  any  doubtful  quality;  anything  to  contrary  false.  No  need 
of  lies,  with  boards  of  survey  to  be  had  if  wanted.  Most  of  troops  here  never 
had  good  beef  before.  See  cable  4th  instant  about  vegetables.  No  difficulty 
about  beef  on  hoof.  Believe  Seneca  sails  to-night.  Refrigerator  ready  to  cool. 
Massachusetts  almost  unloaded  of  stores  except  beef. 

Osgood,  Commissary. 
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September  15, 1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Honored  Sir:  I  inclose  you  a  letter  just  received  from  my  son,  who  is  in  the 
Signal  Corps  at  Porto  Rico.  This  is  the  first  word  of  complaint  from  him  since 
joining  the  service.  He  is  a  manly  boy,  21  years  old,  and  it  is  very  evident  that 
unless  he  can  get  proper  food  the  result  will  be  sickness — perhaps  death.  I  write 
you  alone  in  this  matter,  thinking  that  you  can  and  will  see  the  necessity  of 
proper  food  for  these  boys.  In  good  condition  he  weighs  165  pounds.  He  is  now 
down  to  119  pounds.  This  means  much.  My  boy  is  loyal  and  true,  as  are  the 
others.  1  trust  you  will  give  this  matter  the  thought  that  a  father  would  give 
to  a  son,  for  you  stand  as  a  father  to  these  boys.  You  have  the  power  to  see  that 
proper,  wholesome,  nutritious  food  is  given  to  the  Signal  Corps  boys  at  Porto  Rico. 
Will  you  kindly  order  the  inclosed  letter  returned  to  me. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  this  matter  that  may  seem  small;  but  am  I  not 
right  in  going  direct  to  you?    With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am, 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Allen  M.  Cox. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  19,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  this  paper  be 
referred  to  the  proper  officer  for  investigation  and  report. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary -General  of  Subsistence. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  29,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  Department  of  Porto  Rico,  for  immediate 
investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles. 

Thomas  Ward, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Signal  Officer, 
Headquarters  Department  of  Porto  Rico, 

San  Juan,  November  18,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Department  of  Porto  Rico,  inviting  attention 
to  the  statement,  inclosed  herewith,  of  Private  C.  L.  Cox,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

W.  A.  Glassford, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Signal  Officer. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Porto  Rico, 

San  Juan,  November  19,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  inviting  attention  to  the  state- 
ment inclosed,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  indorsement. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Office  of  the  Signal  Officer, 
Headquarters  Department  of  Porto  Rico, 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  November  15, 1898. 
Private  C.  L.  Cox, 

Signal  Cor  pa,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

In  charge  of  Telegraph  Office,  dales,  Porto  Rico. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Glassford,  signal  officer,  Department 
of  Porto  Rico,  to  inform  you  your  father  has  written  a  letter  stating  that  you 
have  complained  of  not  receiving  proper  food. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Glassford  desires  you  to  report,  by  indorsement  returning 
this  paper,  as  to  the  specific  nature  of  your  complaint,  stating  when,  if  at  any 
time,  you  did  not  receive  the  full  allowance  of  food  provided  by  the  army  ration, 
cooked  as  well  as  was  practicable  in  field  service.  A  full  and  frank  statement  is 
desired,  indicating,  also,  whether  you  are  now  satisfied. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  McLaughlin, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Signal  Corps,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Adjutant. 


Lieutenant-Colonel  Glassford, 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  Department  Porto  Rico,  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico. 
Sir:  My  father  quite  misunderstands  my  case  in  regards  to  my  receiving  insuffi- 
cient food.    1  wrote  to  him  while  in  Guayama— I  was  then  on  sick  report — telling 
him  food  was  not  such  as  I  could  eat.    The  food  was  the  regular  army  ration, 
cooked  as  well  as  could  be  in  field  service,  but  hardly  suitable  for  a  sick  person 
to  eat. 
I  am  now  in  better  health  and  everything  is  very  satisfactory  to  me. 
Yours,  at  command, 

Charles  L.  Cox,  Private  First-Class. 
(Now  at  Ciales, Porto  Rico.) 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  1U,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  request  that  this  paper 
be  sent  to  the  Commission  on  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war 
with  Spain. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


Kane,  Pa.,  September  19,  1898. 
Hon.  G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  in  granting  the  request  of  the 
Hon.  C.  W.  Stone  for  my  discharge  from  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry. 

At  the  same  time  I  beg  you  to  permit  me  to  say  a  few  things  concerning  the 
condition  of  the  regiment  when  I  left  it.  On  September  4,  the  day  I  left  camp, 
the  adjutant  told  me  that  40  per  cent  of  the  regiment  were  sick  in  hospital, 
20  per  cent  sick  in  quarters,  and  25  names  were  being  added  to  the  hospital  record 
daily.  When  I  came  away,  one  of  the  officers  said  to  me:  "If  anyone  inquires 
for  the  Sixteenth,  tell  him  it  is  in  the  hospital,  for  it  will  be  there  by  the  time  you 
get  there,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase  in  sickness."  Another  officer  said:  "If 
anything  can  be  done  to  get  the  regiment  out  of  here,  it  ought  to  be,  for  it  is 
murder  to  let  it  stay." 

Pardon  me  for  saying  that  in  my  opinion  most  of  the  sickness  has  been  caused 
by  insufficient  food.  We  did  not  get  food  enough  for  the  work  we  had  to  do — 
drilling  four  hours  a  day  in  that  climate.  The  men  are  hungry  all  the  time.  For 
my  part,  I  had  enough  to  eat  but  three  times  while  in  Porto  Rico,  and  then  I 
obtained  the  food  from  other  sources  than  the  commissary  department.  I  talked 
with  some  regulars  coming  from  Porto  Rico  and  learned  that  they  got  at  least 
twice  as  much  food  as  we  did,  and  are  in  much  better  condition  than  the  volun- 
teers.    In  confirmation  of  my  opinion  it  may  be  mentioned  that  there  was  not  an 
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officer  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  sick,  and  we  all  shared  alike  except  in  the 
matter  of  food. 

I  am  snre  that  if  the  rations  were  improved  in  quantity  and  quality  it  would 
better  the  condition  of  the  men  and  make  them  more  contented  in  the  service. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

George  W.  Campbell,  Jr. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  September  25,  189S. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  this  paper  be 
sent  to  the  proper  officer  for  thorough  investigation  and  report. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

September  28,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding   general  United  States  forces,  Porto  Rico,  for 
investigation  and  report. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles. 

H.  O.  S.  Heistand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Troops  in  Porto  Rico, 

Office  Chief  Commissary, 

Rio  Pedras,  Porto  Rico,  October  15,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general  United  States  troops  in  Porto  Rico,  with  the 
statement  that  the  matter  of  insufficient  rations  issued  to  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers was  investigated  in  accordance  with  cablegram  from  the  Commissary-General  of  Sub- 
sistence of  the  8th  instant,  and  reports  made  to  him  on  the  8th  and  11th  instant.  There  was  a 
shortage  for  a  time  of  candles,  soap,  and  salt,  and  also  of  potatoes  and  onions,  and  although 
commutation  was  allowed  for  the  latter,  suitable  fresh  vegetables  were  not  procurable  on  the 
island.  In  report  from  General  Henry  of  the  10th  instant  he  states  that  the  nonissue  of  these 
things  was  no  fault  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  same  being  shipped,  but  being  subject  to 
climatic  changes,  decayed,  and  also  states  that  the  ignorance  of  the  manner  of  cooking  and 
handling  rations  was  the  main  reason  for  the  shortage  of  the  supplies  at  the  end  of  each  ration 
period.  The  chief  surgeon,  who  recently  made  an  inspection  of  this  regiment,  reported  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  all  supplies  on  hand  except  fresh  vegetables,  and  these  have  been  issued  regu- 
larly in  full  quantities  since  about  September  20.  The  statement  made  in  this  communication 
that  the  regulars  received  at  least  twice  as  much  as  the  volunteers  requires  proof  of  confirma- 
tion, as  all  troops  are  by  law  entitled  to  the  same  quantity  of  each  component  of  the  ration. 
The  fact  that  the  regulars  were  in  much  better  condition  than  the  volunteers  is  easily  explain- 
able, as  the  regular  officers  devote  considerable  time  and  thought  to  the  welfare  of  their  men, 
and  the  men  themselves  are  trained  in  the  economical  use  of  the  ration,  both  in  the  field  and 
garrison.  The  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  left  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Georgia,  with 
twenty  days'  travel  rations  and  sixty  days'  field  rations.  Reported  to  me  by  brigade  commis- 
sary that  the  officer  commanding  the  regiment,  who  was  in  charge  of  vessel  upon  which  it 
embarked,  gave  orders  for  the  sailing  of  same  from  Charleston,  S.  O,  leaving  on  dock  eight  or 
nine  carloads  of  subsistence  stores  pertaining  to  the  brigade.  After  leaving  Camp  George  H. 
Thomas  until  about  the  2d  of  September  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  under 
direct  command  of  Major-General  Miles,  and  reports  concerning  supplies  issued  to  the  regiment 
were  not  made  to  this  office,  and  it  is  therefore  respectfully  requested  that  the  brigade  commis- 
sary, Capt.  Harold  E.  Cloke,  be  called  upon  to  report  concerning  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
supplies  which  were  issued  to  the  regiment  during  that  time. 

Henry  G.  Sharpe, 
Colonel  and  Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.Army, 

Chief  Commissary. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  United  States  Troops  in  Porto  Rico, 

Rio  Piedras,  October  15, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  inviting  attention  to  the  preced- 
ing indorsement  of  the  chief  commissary.    Capt.  Harold  E.  Cloke,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
has  returned  to  the  States. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 
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[Seventh  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  11, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Capt.  Harold  E.  Cloke,  commissary  of  subsistence,  volunteers,  care 
depot  quartermaster,  Army  Building,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  report. 
By  direction  of  the  Commissary -General  of  Subsistence. 

George  B.  Davis, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Assistant  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

38  Wall  Street,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  November  16, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  assistant  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  United 
States  Army,  with  statement  that  when  I  left  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Georgia, 
I  had  twenty-day  travel  and  sixty-day  field  rations  shipped  to  Charleston.  S.  C,  for  the  use  of 
the  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps,  of  which  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry  was  a  part. 

When  we  sailed  for  Porto  Rico  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Infantry  refused  to  take  all  the  stores  that  were  on  deck,  on  the  plea  that  the  boat  could 
hold  no  more.  Rice,  beans,  potatoes,  sugar,  and  salt  were  left  behind  in  considerable  quantities. 
When  we  arrived  in  Porto  Rico  there  were  sufficient  supplies  on  hand  for  a  full  ration  to  all  the 
brigade  for  almost  fifty  days,  but  other  troops  continually  poured  in  and  some  were  without 
rations,  and  orders  came  to  me  to  issue  rations  to  all  who  needed  them.  It  was  not  long  before  my 
supply  became  exhausted,  and  there  being  no  other  commissary  in  the  vicinity,  I  went  short  on 
such  articles  as  rice,  sugar,  and  salt;  but  this  was  only  for  a  short  time,  for  Major  Black,  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  United  States  Volunteers,  soon  came  to  establish  a  depot  at  Ponce  Port.  He 
furnished  me  with  such  articles  as  I  needed.  Had  the  transports  been  loaded  with  all  the  rations 
on  the  dock  which  I  had  placed  there  for  that  purpose,  every  ration  would  have  been  complete 
and  no  shortage  would  have  occurred  at  this  time.  The  potatoes  and  onions  on  this  shipment 
rotted  badly. 

After  a  depot  was  established  I  turned  in  all  stores  on  hand  and  drew  from  the  depot  commis- 
sary. There  now  were  no  shortages,  except  in  potatoes  and  onions,  until  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber, when  candles,  soap,  and  salt  were  unprocurable.  I  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  small  amount 
of  each,  however,  by  scouring  the  towns  near  the  camp  at  Coamo.  Commutation  for  potatoes 
and  onions  were  given  about  the  5th  of  September  at  the  rate  of  2  cents  per  ration.  The  reg- 
ular artillery,  Light  Batteries  F  and  Third  and  Fourth,  were  in  this  brigade  at  the  time.  They 
had  some  sickness,  but  their  sick  report  was  far  less  than  that  of  the  volunteers.  The  cause  of 
this  I  attribute  to  the  care  the  officers  took  of  their  men.  Peremptory  orders  were  posted  pro- 
hibiting any  soldier  selling  or  trading  his  rations  for  native  fruits,  candies,  pies,  rum,  or  any 
form  of  trash.  This  was  frequently  done  by  the  volunteers.  I  saw  it  time  and  again,  and 
reported  it  in  writing  to  my  commanding  officer.  There  were  no  deaths  from  sickness  in  the 
artillery  battalion  to  my  knowledge,  while  for  a  time  they  averaged  one  a  day  in  the  volun- 
teers. Throughout  all  my  stay  in  Porto  Rico  I  issued  to  all  commands  alike.  No  regulars  whom 
I  rationed  received  any  more  than  the  allowance  fixed  by  law.  The  regulars  may  have  bought 
extras  from  their  battery  or  company  funds.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  this.  The  prime  causes 
of  sickness  in  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  I  believe  to  be,  first,  inability  to 
cook  the  food  furnished  them,  owing  to  the  lack  of  experienced  and  trained  cooks;  second, 
sleeping  so  near  the  ground  in  tents  during  a  rainy  season  in  a  tropical  climate;  third,  negli- 
gence of  officers  in  not  properly  caring  for  their  men— e.  g.,  permitting  them  to  exchange 
rations  for  rum  and  native  fruits,  and  allowing  them  to  gorge  so  much  as  to  render  themselves 
sick.  The  quality  of  all  rations  furnished  me  was  good  with  three  exceptions,  namely,  pota- 
toes, bacon,  and  bread.  The  potatoes  rotted  en  route,  the  bacon  became  full  of  skippers,  and 
some  of  the  hard  bread  had  small  worms  in  it.  This  was  only  at  first,  however.  After  August 
25  everything  improved. 

H.  E.  Cloke, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Ninth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  November  20,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  request  that  this  paper 
be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war 
with  Spain. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
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[Tenth  indorsement,] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Offce, 

November  20,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  of  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  Simpson,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Erie,  Pa.,  September  26,  -1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Sir:  A  friend  of  mine  showed  me  a  letter  this  afternoon  which  he 
has  just  received  from  his  son.  After  reading  it  I  requested  him  to  give  me  a 
copy  of  it,  and  with  some  hesitation  he  consented  to  do  so,  on  the  condition  that 
I  would  not  use  his  son's  name,  inasmuch  as  the  letter  was  written  in  private, 
with  no  idea  that  any  public  use  would  be  made  of  it. 

I  am  not  of  those  who  believe  in  criticising  the  Commissary  Department  with- 
out the  greatest  cause,  and  I  assure  you  that  I  have  in  public  and  private,  again 
and  again,  defended  your  name  against  attacks  which  I  have  heard  made  upon 
you,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  you  are 
in  every  way  honest  and  able,  and  that  you  are  most  desirous  of  requiring  from 
your  subordinates  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  it  is  because  of  this 
belief  that  I  am  induced  to  send  you  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  referred-to  letter. 
I  know  you  will  make  proper  use  of  it. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  is  a  member  of  Company  A,  First  Regiment  United 
States  Volunteer  Engineers. 

Very  truly, yours,  etc.,  S.  A.  Davenport. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  October  7,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  these  papers 
be  referred  to  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war 
with  Spain,  to  accompany  my  report. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary -General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

October  18,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  of  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  H.  Carter,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  September  11, 1898. 

Dear  Papa  and  Mamma:  I  don't  get  a  chance  to  write  to  you  as  often  as  I 
would  like,  on  account  of  being  too  busy  during  the  day,  and,  as  you  know,  it 
gets  dark  here  at  sunset,  and  we  are  not  allowed  lights. 

The  battalion  that  I  belong  to  has  moved  to  Abonito,  about  20  miles  up  in  the 
mountains,  on  the  road  to  San  Juan.  I  am  detailed  here  in  Ponce  putting  up  an 
ice  machine  and  cold-storage  plant.  I  expect  to  be  done  about  the  end  of  this 
week,  when  I  will  join  my  company  again.  You  can  send  my  mail  to  Ponce 
until  the  base  changes.  I  expect  we  will  go  right  across  the  island,  cornerways; 
as  the  battalion  has  built  five  bridges  already,  there  must  be  more  that  have  been 
or  will  be  destroyed. 

I  received  your  last  letter  O.  K. ;  it  was  about  ten  days  old  when  I  got  it.    There 
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have  been  five  deaths  in  the  regiment,  since  we  have  been  here,  from  fever.  The 
men  do  not  get  their  proper  nourishment,  and,  being  half  starved,  are  more  apt 
to  catch  fever,  and  in  their  weakened  condition  are  not  able  to  stand  it  when 
they  get  it.  Sometimes  all  day  long  all  we  get  is  a  little  hard-tack  and  bacon,  and 
men  working  hard  grow  weak  very  fast,  when  they  do  not  get  near  one-half  of  a 
Government  ration. 

I  am  feeling  as  well  as  any  one  can  who  has  lost  30  pounds  in  one  month. 
I  think  Uncle  Sam  ought  to  have  some  system  of  seeing  that  the  soldiers  get  the 
rations  that  are  promised  to  them  when  they  enlist.  Well,  I  suppose  you  will 
think  that  I  put  up  a  pretty  stiff  kick  against  Uncle  Sam's  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, but  if  you  were  here  and  see  regiments  who  have  not  been  here  more  than 
six  weeks,  and  have  from  15  to  40  men  in  the  hospital,  in  a  country  where  any- 
one can  live  and  be  well  if  they  had  enough  to  eat,  I  think  you  would  be  a  little 
sore,  too.  We  do  not  hear  anything  about  coming  home  yet,  but  don't  think  we 
will  stay  later  than  two  months  more.     Love  to  all. 


[Memorandum  for  the  Adjutant-General.] 

War  Department,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

September  28, 1898. 
Representative  Davenport  has  been  informed  that  this  letter  will  receive  the 
immediate  investigation  of  the  Commissary-General's  Department.     1  would  like 
to  have  a  report  from  you  as  to  the  result  of  your  inquiries. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 


[Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  War.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  2,  1898. 
The  substance  of  Mr.  Davenport's  letter,  herewith  attached,  was  telegraphed 
to  Colonel  Sharpe,  of  the  Subsistence  Department,  at  Ponce,  and  the  following  is 

his  reply: 

Ponce,  October  1, 1898. 
Commissary-General,  Washington: 

Company  A,  First  Volunteer  Engineers,  issued  thirty  days'  full  rations  for  September,  except 
fresh  vegetables,  for  which  it  received  commutation.  Have  seen  Lieutenant  Hoskins,  commis- 
sary of  regiment,  who  states  the  report  not  true.  The  captain  of  Company  A  informed  him 
September  27  that  his  company  was  all  right.    Return  to  Riopiedras  to-day. 

Sharpe. 


Salem,  Mass.,  September  27, 1898. 
Thomas  Ward, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  very  kind  and  esteemed  favor  of  the  16th  was  duly  received. 
Having  received  additional  information  respecting  the  condition  of  the  men  of  the 
First  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  there  now  exists 
no  doubt  that  the  statements  were  substantially  correct,  and  certainly  demand 
your  attention. 

If  you  will  please  read  the  inclosed  clipping  from  the  New  York  Sun  you  will 
be  convinced  that  there  is  some  truth  in  the  complaints  that  are  being  made.  I 
have  never  doubted  but  what  a  sufficient  supply  of  food  was  provided  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  knowing  as  I  do  from  experience  on  Ship  Island  during  the  civil 
war  that  it  was  about  impossible  to  obtain  the  rations  due  the  men  from  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  I  conclude  that  the  same  conditions  may  exist  at 
present. 
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A  letter  has  just  been  received  from  my  nephew  stating  that  he  is  ill,  and  we 
should  like  to  ask  if  a  furlough  could  not  be  obtained  with  permission  for  him  to 
return  until  he  has  recovered. 
Thanking  you  for  your  kindness  in  replying  to  our  letter,  I  remain, 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  C.  Locke. 


Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  November  17,  1898. 
Col.  John  B.  Castleman, 

Chairman  Board  of  Officers. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  certify  as  follows  concerning  the  rations  issued  to 
Companies  L  and  M,  First  Regiment  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers,  sta- 
tioned at  Guanica,  Porto  Rico. 

Companies  L  and  M  were  ordered  to  Guanica  about  September  1,  1898.  They 
took  with  them  thirty  days'  rations,  complete,  except  fresh  meat  and  vegetables. 
The  full  rations  of  beef  were  bought  in  Guanica  and  consumed  by  the  companies, 
and  vegetables  were  also  bought  and  consumed  to  the  value  of  286  Porto  Rican 
dollars,  this  amount  being  74  Porto  Rican  dollars  in  excess  of  the  regular  com- 
mutation allowed,  and  made  necessary  by  the  high  price  of  vegetables  in  that 
locality. 

During  the  months  of  October  and  November  the  regular  rations  have  been 
issued  to  these  troops,  and  they  have  been  able  to  accumulate  a  large  company 
fund  from  the  sale  of  such  components  of  the  ration  as  were  not  needed  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  men. 

Every  company  of  the  First  Regiment  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers  has 
accumulated  company  savings  in  the  same  manner  as  mentioned  above. 

When  the  regiment  first  landed  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  it  was  subsisted  on  the 
travel  ration  for  the  first  week  after  landing,  as  the  confusion  incident  to  the 
landing  made  it  impossible  to  issue  and  cook  the  field  ration.  Since  then,  how- 
ever, the  complete  ration  has  always  been  available. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Haskin, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers, 

Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Office  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

District  of  Hawaii, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  6,  1898. 
Col.  T.  H.  Barber, 

First  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Camp  McKinley,  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Colonel:  The  very  extraordinary  report  has  reached  me,  from  the  newspapers 
in  the  States,  that  the  men  of  your  command  are,  or  have  been,  in  a  starving  con- 
dition. Knowing,  as  I  do,  the  careful  attention  you  have  given  to  the  matter  of 
the  subsistence  of  your  men,  and  the  prompt  response  I  have  made  to  the  demands 
of  your  commissary,  I  feel  that  there  is,  and  has  been,  no  real  foundation  for  such 
a  report,  but  would  like  your  advice  on  the  subject  at  your  earliest  convenience, 
I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  M.  Lydig, 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Hawaii, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  7,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  officer,  Camp  McKinley. 
By  command  of  General  King. 

Samuel  L.  Saxton, 

Adjutant-General. 
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[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Camp  McKinley, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  8,  189S. 
Respectfully  returned. 

The  chief  commissary's  attention  is  invited  to  a  copy  of  a  private  telegram  sent  to  the  adjutant- 
general's  office  of  New  York  on  the  4th  instant  via  San  Francisco ;  also  a  copy  of  letter  to  assist- 
ant adjutant- general,  Department  of  California,  October  4,  both  inclosures. 

T.  H.  Barber, 
Colonel  First  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 


[Telegram.] 


Adjutant-General,  State  of  New  York. 

Sir:  Condition  of  First  Regiment  excellent.    Men  well  rationed  and  uniformed. 

Five  per  cent  on  sick  report  to-day,  none  critically  ill.     Two  deaths  from  disease 

since  entry  into  service. 

T.  H.  Barber, 

Colonel  First  New  York  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Camp  McKinley, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  4,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  California, 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d 
ultimo  and  to  state  that  the  rations  of  the  First  New  York  Volunteers  are  at  pres- 
ent entirely  satisfactory  within  the  regulations.  As  the  result  of  experience  in 
northern  European  armies,  troops  in  the  Tropics  require  an  abundance  of  fresh 
vegetables,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  diet  here  may  be  so  ordered. 

Very  respectfully,  T.  H.  Barber, 

Colonel  First  Infantry,  New  York  Volunteers,  Commanding  Post. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Hawaii, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  10,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Capt.  Philip  M.  Lydig,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  district  of 
Hawaii,  inviting  his  attention  to  the  two  inclosures  herewith. 
By  command  of  General  King. 

Samuel  S.  Saxton,  Adjutant-General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Office  of  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  District  of  Hawaii, 

Honolulu,  October  11,  1898. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  in  connection  with  other 
papers  herewith,  referring  to  alleged  want  of  subsistence  by  the  men  of  the  First  New  York 
Volunteers. 

Philip  M.  Lydig, 
Captain,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Commissary  of  District. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.  J 

Washington,  October  7,  1898. 
Major-General  Brooke. 

(Care  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army.) 
Sir:  Please  find  inclosed  brief  of  letter  of  J.  K.  Reed  and  of  clippings  from 
newspapers.     The  Commission  requests  that  you  investigate  and  report  to  them 
upon  the  matters  set  forth  in  said  complaints. 

Very  respectfully,  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary. 
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Letter  of  J.  K.  Reed,  Oregon,  111. ,  inclosing  clipping  from  the  Sterling  Standard. 
The  clipping  contains  letters  written  by  members  of  Company  E,  Sixth  Illinois 
Volunteers. 

Letter  states  Company  M  of  Third  Regiment  is  still  in  Porto  Rico  and  their 
condition  is  worse  than  that  of  the  Sixth,  referred  to  in  the  clipping.  Parents  of 
sons  in  this  regiment  are  almost  wild  from  the  fact  that  they  are  sick  and  starv- 
ing and  without  a  cent — dying  of  neglect  in  time  of  peace.  Asks  if  something 
can  not  be  done  immediately.  Officers  high  in  authority  report  soldiers  have 
plenty  of  good  food,  but  reports  are  false.  Soldiers  are  starving  while  some  one 
s  making  money.  Asks  for  investigation  by  competent  official.  The  writer  is  a 
Lutheran  preacher. 

The  clippings  are  a  protest  from  soldiers  against  wormy  hard-tack,  rotten  bacon, 
and  bad  coffee.  One  man  says  the  regulars  got  plenty  but  they  did  not.  A  cap- 
tain of  one  company  made  a  sick  man  to  get  out  of  his  wagon  and  make  room 
for  his  dog  that  was  sick.  All  of  the  soldiers  complain  of  constant  hunger,  bad 
supplies,  and  a  lack  of  them. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Porto  Rico,  Office  Chief  Commissary, 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  October  20,  1898. 

Respectively  returned  to  the  adjutant-general,  Department  of  Porto  Rico,  with  the  following 
remarks: 

No  reports  concerning  the  supply  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  were  made  to  me  while  the  regiment 
was  on  the  island,  as  same  was  attached  to  command  of  Major-General  Miles.  The  Third  Illinois 
was  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Corps.  It  left  Camp  George  H.  Thomas, 
Georgia,  on  the  morning  of  July  22,  being  provided  with  twenty  days'  travel  rations;  arrived 
at  Newport  News,  Va.,  and  embarked  aboard  the  steamer  St.  Louis  on  July  28,  arriving  at  Arroyo 
on  August  2.  There  was  some  complaint  aboard  the  vessel  concerning«the  sameness  of  the  ration 
furnished,  but  as  no  cooking  appliances  were  available  aboard  the  ship  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  remedy  this.  It  was  even  found  difficult  to  make  all  of  the  coffee  required  at  any 
one  time.  I  heard  no  complaint  from  the  men  themselves,  but  Colonel  Bennitt  and  Captain 
Smith,  the  commissary  officer  of  the  regiment,  informed  me  that  there  was  dissatisfaction  for 
the  reason  above  given.  I  was  present  at  various  times  at  the  issues  of  the  different  meals  to 
the  troops  and  made  several  inspections  of  the  vessel  with  the  Major-General  Commanding,  and 
at  other  times  during  the  day  and  night  with  Captain  Goodrich.  At  these  inspections  I  noticed 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  hard  bread  had  been  left  in  the  men's  quarters,  and  in  several 
cases  the  boxes  were  left  open  there,  which  gave  the  quarters  an  untidy  appearance,  and  I  sug- 
gested to  Captain  Smith  the  desirability  of  not  issuing  a  greater  quantity  of  hard  bread  than 
the  men  could  consume.  I  also  noticed  several  partially  consumed  cans  of  corned  beef  in  the 
men's  quarters. 

Captain  Smith  called  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  cans  of  beans  were  "swells," 
and  he  was  instructed  not  to  issue  these,  as  they  were  not  of  good  quality,  but  the  number  of 
these  "swells"  was  very  small.  On  several  occasions,  by  arrangement  with  the  commanding 
officer,  Captain  Goodrich,  a  quantity  of  rice  was  cooked  for  the  men,  and  on  at  least  two  occasions 
Captain  Goodrich  directed  that  a  mess  of  stewed  meat  be  issued  from  the  ship's  stores.  These 
were  cooked  in  the  ship's  galley,  as  I  recollect,  at  hours  which  did  not  interfere  with  the  use  of 
the  galley  for  the  ship's  crew. 

The  command  disembarked  at  Arroyo  on  August  2,  and  on  August  3  fresh  beef  was  purchased 
for  it.  Frequent  purchases  were  made  until  August  12.  There  were  purchases  also  made  of 
rice  and  sugar.  The  steamer  Massachusetts  arrived  August  8,  and  on  August  10  the  field  rations 
were  issued,  including  fresh  vegetables.  Some  vegetables  had  been  issued  prior  to  that  date, 
and  regular  issues  of  all  of  the  components  of  the  ration,  including  fresh  beef,  were  made  until 
the  end  of  August. 

On  August  22  the  field  bakery  was  established  at  Guayama,  and  fresh  bread  was  issued  to  the 
command  from  August  25  at  the  rate  of  50  per  cent  hard  bread  and  50  per  cent  soft  bread  until 
the  end  of  August.  In  September  the  full  ration  of  soft  bread  was  issued.  In  October  the  issue 
of  soft  bread  was  discontinued,  as  it  was  found  that  a  suitable  quantity  could  not  be  produced. 
When  I  was  informed  of  the  reasons  for  closing  the  bakery  I  instructed  the  brigade  commissary 
at  Guayama  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  if  he  could  effect  some  arrangements  with  local  bakers  by 
which  he  could  turn  in  a  quantity  of  flour  and  receive  in  exchange  therefor  a  certain  percentage 
of  soft  bread. 

With  the  exception  of  a  short  time  in  the  month  of  September,  during  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  issue  fresh  vegetables,  as  the  supply  which  had  been  sent  from  the  States  deteriorated 
so  rapidly,  and  issues  of  this  component  could  not  be  made,  and  the  men  became  tired  of  the 
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canned  tomatoes.  A  little  later  the  brigade  commissary  informed  me  that  he  was  able  to  pro- 
vide fresh  vegetables  in  the  country.  Between  the  15th  and  20th  of  September  fresh  supply  of 
potatoes  and  onions  was  received,  and  have  been  received  nearly  every  week  since  that  time, 
and  with  the  exception  of  few  days  the  command  has  been  supplied  with  this  component  of  the 
ration.  There  is  absolutely  no  truth  in  the  statement  that  the  men  are  starved  nor  that  the 
men  have  been  neglected,  unless  such  neglect  refers  to  a  fact  of  which  I  made  a  report  from 
Arroyo,  August  5,  in  communication  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  as  follows: 

"  The  greatest  difficulty  which  I  have  had  to  contend  with  is  the  lack  of  attention  on  the  part 
of  the  company  officers  for  the  welfare  of  their  men.  The  supplies  are  here  in  ample  abun- 
dance for  the  men,  but  the  companies  are  moved  out  on  the  picket  lines  and  on  patrol  duty,  and 
left  the  entire  day  without  supplies  being  sent  out  to  them  from  their  regiments.  Men  have 
been  posted  in  isolated  places,  and  also  along  the  principal  streets  of  the  town,  and  kept  on 
guard  there  for  twenty-four  hours  without  receiving  an  issue  of  any  rations  or  the  officers  of 
the  companies  interesting  themselves  with  the  welfare  of  their  men.  This  matter  has  been 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  proper  authorities,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  neglect  will  not  occur 
in  the  future.1' 

The  commissary  of  the  regiment,  Captain  t'niith,  is  a  hard-working  officer,  and  has  striven  to 
perform  his  whole  duty  in  the  matter  of  supplying  the  men  with  rations.  He  is  also  the  quar- 
termaster of  the  regiment,  and  these  duties  prevent  him  from  devoting  himself  exclusively  to 
the  work  of  providing  the  supplies  for  the  men.  By  this  it  is  not  intended  that  the  men  have 
suffered,  but  it  is  thought  that  no  one  man  can  in  time  of  war  possibly  perform  all  of  the 
duties  of  both  regimental  quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  it  is  also  believed  that  each  regi- 
ment should  have  its  commissary  officer,  whose  sole  duty  should  be  the  charge  of  supplying  the 
men  of  the  command.  This  statement  has  been  made,  as  it  has  been  observed  that  in  those  regi- 
ments where  different  officers  perform  these  separate  duties  the  men  were  better  and  more 
intelligently  supplied. 

No  complaints  concerning  wormy  hard-tack,  rotten  bacon,  and  bad  coffee  have  been  made  to 
this  office.  It  is  thought  that  Mr.  J.  K.  Read  should  be  called  upon  to  furnish  the  name  or 
names  of  the  person  or  persons  against  whose  integrity  he  has  made  the  insinuation,  and  to 
state  definite  facts,  so  as  to  enable  a  court  of  inquiry  to  take  cognizance  thereof.  The  regular 
troops  received,  par  man,  the  same  ration,  same  quantity  and  quality,  as  were  issued  to  the  vol- 
unteers, and  that  they  were  well  cared  for  is  due  to  the  fact  that  both  the  men  and  officers  were 
trained  soldiers  who  knew  how  to  use  the  ration  to  advantage,  and  furthermore  to  the  fact  that 
the  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  exerted  themselves  to  promote  the  welfare  and  pre- 
serve the  health  of  the  men. 

Henry  G.  Sharpe, 
Colonel,  and  Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Commissary. 

[Third  indorsement.  ] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Porto  Rrcp, 

San  Juan,  October  21,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  Mr.  Richard  Weightman,  secretary,  inviting  attention  to  report  of 
Col.  H.  G.  Sharpe,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  island  of  Porto  Rico. 

The  rations  furnished  regular  troops  and  volunteers  are  identically  the  same,  and  the  state- 
ments to  the  contrary  are  false.  No  such  discrimination  would  be  possible,  even  were  it  tried. 
The  gross  falsehood  of  such  a  statement  throws  doubt  upon  all  the  others.  Ignorance  of  the 
care  and  distribution  of  the  rations— which  I  admit  is  excusable  and  to  be  expected,  but  which 
can  best  be  rectified  by  experience,  want  of  care,  and  personal  attention  of  the  officer,  which  is 
known  to  have  existed  in  this  regiment— are  the  two  chief  causes  of  any  want  of  supply.  Cli- 
matic causes  at  times  interfered  with  very  prompt  issues,  but  this  has  rarely  happened.  The 
troops  of  this  command  have  had  ample  food  of  the  kind  authorized  to  be  issued  to  soldiers, 
which  I  consider  excellent,  but  not  delicate. 

No  newspaper  clippings  were  inclosed  in  this  communication. 

John  R.  Brooke, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Office  Chief  Commissary  Subsistence,  District  of  Hawaii, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  7,  1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Eagan, 

Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  United  States  Army. 
General:  I  beg  leave  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Maj.  C.  R. 
Paul,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  commanding  Camp  Otis,  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands, 
in  regard  to  the  subsistence  of  the  men  under  his  command.    I  also  attach  a  copy 


384        INVESTIGATION   OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

of  a  letter,  published  in  the  local  papers,  from  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  King,  United 
States  Volunteers,  commanding  District  of  Hawaii,  to  the  ladies  of  the  Red  Cross 
Society. 

LETTER  OFMAJ.    C.    R.    PAUL. 

Capt.  P.  M.  LYDIG, 

Chief  Commissary,  District  of  Hawaii. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this 
command  has  been  supplied  with  the  proper  quantity  of  rations  since  it  has  been  here.  In  this 
connection  1  would  state,  however,  that  I  have  had  one  or  two  complaints  regarding  the  quality 
of  the  beef,  and  that  it  had  a  peculiar  flavor.  Upon  investigation  I  found  the  beef  good  but 
somewhat  thin  and  considerable  bone.  The  flavor  of  the  beef  I  attributed  to  the  food  eaten  by 
the  animal. 

The  men  both  in  the  regular  and  volunteer  battalion?  are  well  satisfied  with  the  ration  and 
have  no  complaint  to  make  other  than  the  one  I  have  mentioned.  In  all  the  companies  exchange 
of  a  portion  of  the  ration  has  been  made  for  cabbage  and  sweet  potatoes.  If  an  issue  of  these 
articles  once  or  twice  a  week  could  be  made  it  would  be  desirable  1  would  also  recommend  an 
issue  of  pickles. 

I  am,  yours,  very  respectfully,  C  R.  Paul, 

Major,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Camp  Otis. 

[Letter  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  King,  United  States  Volunteers,  commanding  District  of  Hawaii.] 

Headquarters  District  of  Hawaii, 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  September  27,  1898. 
Mrs.  Harold  M.  Sewall, 

President  Red  Cross  Society  (or  to  temporary  presiding  officer), 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Madam:  I  beg  leave  to  express  to  you  and  to  those  ladies  who  so  faithfully  devoted  long,  hot 
days  to  the  work  of  ministering  to  an  appreciative  soldiery  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  all  this 
loving  kindness  to  our  men,  regular  and  volunteer.  The  work  of  the  Red  Cross  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Spain  is  something  that  can  never  be  forgotten  so  long  as  bur  soldiers  live  to 
tell  the  story. 

But  the  labor  that  your  association  is  performing  at  camp  is  a  severe  task  physically  upon 
the  active  agents  and  financially  upon  the  community.  It  was  undertaken,  I  am  told,  because 
of  the  impression  that  several  hundred  of  our  men  were  down  with  various  maladies  and  sorely 
in  need  of  delicate  and  nourishing  food,  whereas  there  are  not  70  cases  in  the  combined  camps 
where  the  conditions  require  such  assiduous  care,  though  there  are  probably  700  young  men 
who  would  have  no  objection  whatever  to  partaking  of  your  bounty  just  so  long  as  you  saw  fit 
to  keep  it  up.  The  appearance  in  camp  ten  days  ago  of  a  very  common  malady,  in  very  simple 
form,  developed  the  fact  that  orders  in  regard  to  drinking  only  boiled  water  had  been  disre- 
garded. The  number  of  cases  dropped  from  135  to  less  than  40  as  soon  as  the  order  was  en- 
forced. In  one  camp  the  commanding  officer  wisely  decided  that  only  the  sick  should  be 
permitted  to  accept  delicacies  you  so  lavishly  prepared,  but  at  another  on  Sunday  noon  scores 
of  burly,  sun-tanned,  hearty  young  fellows  were  delightedly  feasting  on  your  bread  and  jam  at 
the  very  hour  when  their  own  simple  but  sufficient  fare  was  awaiting  them.  It  was  most  kind 
of  you  to  give  them  such  a  treat,  and  I  dare  say  they  would  gladly  have  you  repeat  it  day  after 
day. 

But  by  orders  received  last  week  we  are  now  empowered  to  spend  60  cents  per  day  for  each 
patient  in  general  or  field  hospital  for  the  purchase  and  preparation  of  the  delicacies  that  up 
to  this  time  we  have  accepted  so  thankfully  at  your  hands.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
would  be  imposition  to  permit  you  longer  to  spend  time  and  money  for  our  soldiers,  and  it  is 
earnestly  requested  that  no  further  contributions  be  called  for  in  their  behalf. 

In  the  near  future  I  hope  to  be  able  more  fittingly  to  express  to  you  our  sense  of  the  kindness 
received  from  the  Red  Cross  Association.    Meantime,  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  men  I  have 
the  honor  to  command,  I  beg  you  to  accept  this  faint  expression  of  our  thanks,  and  believe  me, 
Sincerely  and  gratefully,  yours, 

Chas.  Kino, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

The  foregoing  true  copies  of  letters  from  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  King,  command- 
ing this  military  district,  and  Maj.  C.  R.  Paul,  commanding  Camp  Otis,  should, 
I  think,  be  conclusive  refutation  of  the  charge  recently  made  in  the  Eastern 
papers  that  the  men  of  this  command  are  or  have  been  in  a  starving  condition. 
I  am,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  M.  Lydig,    . 
Captain  and  Chief  Commissary  District  of  Hawaii. 
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Headquarters  District  of  Hawaii, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  21,  1898. 
Hon.  Hob  art  Krum,  Schoharie,  N.  Y. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Krum:  In  reply  to  your  message  concerning  the  alleged  ill-treat- 
ment of  New  York  troops  at  Honolulu  by  the  commissary  department,  and  your 
inquiry  as  to  what  part  I  had  in  such  treatment,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows: 

I  have  issued  rations  to  the  First  New  York  Regiment  since  October  1.  Before 
that  date  a  regimental  commissary  appointed  by  Colonel  Barber  was  in  charge. 
Since  October  1  I  have  failed  to  hear  any  complaints  officially  or  personally  from 
officers  or  individually  from  the  men,  although  I  have  made  numerous  inquiries 
as  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  rations  received. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  before  October  1  the  companies  received  their  allowance 
regularly  from  the  regimental  commissary,  and  since  October  1  I  know  positively 
they  have,  and  I  hold  receipts  from  all  the  quartermaster-sergeants  in  the  regi- 
ment who  drew  rations,  for  every  pound  of  food  I  have  issued  and  they  received. 
These  troops  are  rationed  every  ten  days.  The  quartermaster-sergeant  stands  by 
the  scales  and  sees  the  food  weighed,  and  then  I  require  him  immediately  to 
receipt  for  the  food  he  has  so  seen  weighed  and  which  he  has  upon  the  wagon 
ready  for  hauling  to  his  company  kitchen.  I  not  only  have  these  ten-day- 
period  receipts,  but  I  have  in  duplicate  a  monthly  receipt,  one  of  which  I  inclose 
for  your  inspection. 

According  to  the  ration  returns  handed  to  me  properly  signed  by  the  different 
company  commanders,  and  approved  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
I  have  issued  during  October  to  the  First  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  34,414 
rations  (a  ration  is  the  allowance  for  subsistence  of  one  person  for  one  day,  and 
consists  of  the  meat,  the  bread,  the  vegetable,  the  coffee  and  sugar,  the  seasoning, 
and  the  soap  and  candle  components)  ( see  United  States  Army  Regulations, 
1895,  par.  1251).  My  abstract  of  issues  and  monthly  return  which,  according  to 
regulations,  I  shall  file  with  the  Commissary-General  at  Washington  will  show 
the  same  number.  In  accordance  to  this  call  for  34,414  rations,  I  have  issued  the 
following: 

Freshmeat. pounds..  30,112$  Potatoes pounds..  25,093 

Bacon do....  4,998*  Onions..... do....  2,561 

Pork do 80$  Fresh  vegetables do 2,407 

Canned  salmon do 2,890  Prunes do 264 

Corned  canned  beef do 200  Coffee do...  1,170 

Roast  canned  beef do....  100  Tea do....  222f 

Flour ....do....  33,469  Sugar ..do....  4,690$ 

Bakingpowder do....  1,437  Salt do....  421$ 

Hard  bread do 500  Pepper do 33| 

Canned  tomatoes .do 2,085  Vinegar gallons..  56 

Beans do 2,378$  Candles pounds..  490£ 

Rice do....  1,806$  Matches boxes..  614 

Pease,  canned do 20 

The  New  York  regiment  has  saved  $513.07  worth  of  subsistence,  which  sum 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  several  companies  making  such  savings  on  the  31st  day 
of  this  month.  My  abstract  of  savings  purchased,  filed  with  the  Commissary- 
General  at  Washington,  will  show  these  same  figures. 

I  think  I  have  said  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  fair-minded  person  that  I  am  inno- 
cent of  any  bad  treatment  of  troops  or  abuses  of  my  office,  and,  furthermore,  I 
believe  any  officer  or  enlisted  man  who  has  been  around  my  storehouse  and  seen 
the  issuing  of  rations  will  bear  out  the  general  statement  that  the  New  York 
troops  have  received  from  me  all  the  food  they  were  entitled  to  under  the  Army 
Regulations. 

Now,  as  to  the  inquiry  who  is  responsible  for  the  reported  abuses,  I  should  like 
to  say  a  word.  It  is  my  belief  that  no  strong,  healthy  man  has  suffered  for  want 
of  plenty  of  nourishing  food  in  any  of  the  camps  I  have  seen.  The  Regulations 
recognize  only  two  classes  of  men,  well  men  and  sick  men,  when,  as  a  fact,  there 
is  a  third  class,  to  wit,  half -well  men.  The  Government  ration  for  a  well  man 
7833 25 
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is  good,  and  greater  in  quantity  than  any  man  can  eat,  and  the  ration  for  the  sick 
man,  I  am  informed  by  the  surgeons,  is  proper.  But  I  am  firmly  convinced  that 
the  Regulations  should  be  so  modified  and  expanded  that  the  third  unrecognized 
class  should  have  a  ration  of  their  own;  but  this  is  a  subject  that  must  be  dealt 
with  by  Congress,  as  the  Commissary-General  and  no  subordinate  commissary 
can  change  existing  law. 

But  the  greatest  trouble  by  far  is  to  be  placed  directly  to  the  inexperienced  and 
incompetent  cooks.  In  some  cases  the  incompetent,  and  in  a  few  instances  the 
dishonest,  quartermaster-sergeant  has  caused  much  suffering  in  his  company. 
And,  sir,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  so,  the  letters  written  by  men  home  to  their 
relatives  and  friends  have  frequently  greatly  exaggerated  the  hardships,  and  in 
some  cases  depicted  great  suffering  when  there  was  absolutely  none.  I  have  been 
in  Honolulu  eight  weeks,  and  in  that  time  six  deaths  among  the  soldiers  have 
occurred.  Two  of  these  cases  were  put  off  of  transports  sick  and  doomed,  and 
only  four  occurred  out  of  the  camps  established  here.  Out  of  3,000  men,  therefore, 
in  eight  weeks  only  four  have  died.     To  my  mind  that  of  itself  speaks  volumes. 

I  might  add  that  a  soldier's  life  is  not  an  easy  one,  that  enlistment  does  not 
insure  immortality,  that  the  homely  rudeness  of  a  tent  and  camp  can  not  com- 
pare with  the  comforts  of  a  bed  and  of  a  mother.  This  contrast  strikes  many  a 
young  soldier,  and  what  to  a  more  experienced  man  seems  the  natural  result  of 
surrounding  conditions,  to  the  young  soldier  is  unnecessary  hardship. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  have  satisfactorily  answered  both  the  charges  against  myself  and 
been  able  to  give  some  information  concerning  the  foundation  of  reports  alleging 
unnecessary  suffering  and  hardship. 

Very  respectfully,  Joseph  B.  Handy, 

Captain  and  Commissary-Sergeant  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Headquarters  District  of  Hawaii, 

Office  Distributing  Commissary, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  October  20,  1898. 
We,  the  quartermaster-sergeants  of  the  several  companies  of  the  First  New 
York  Infantry,  United  States  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Honolulu,  Hawaiian 
Islands,  each  for  ourselves  hereby  acknowledges  the  receipt  for  the  month  of 
October,  1898,  from  Capt.  Joseph  B.  Handy,  commissary  of  subsistence,  United 
States  Volunteers,  of  all  subsistence  stores  that  our  respective  companies  are 
entitled  to  for  the  month  aforesaid,  except  so  much  as  was  voluntarily  saved  by  us, 
the  money  value  for  such  savings  being  due  the  31st  day  of  October,  1898. 

Adam  Van  Allen  (A). 

Philip  G.  Roosa  (B). 

William  Goodrich  (C) 

John  Knight  (D). 

Fred  A.  Brady  (E). 

Henry  L.  Seely  (F). 

Frank  Olin  (G). 

A.  K.  Roberts  (H). 

Corporal  S.  Gausmann  (I). 

Acting  Q.  M.  Sergt.  C.  Teator  (K). 

Q.  M.  Sergt.  T.  J.  Dinan  (L). 

Sergt.  J.  Chris.  Larsen  (M). 


Office  Depot  Commissary,- 
Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  October  15,  1898. 
The  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence,  United  States  Army, 

Washington  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  with  regard  to  charges  alleged  to  have 
been  made  to  representatives  of  the  press  by  members  of  the  Two  hundred  and 
first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  to  the  effect  that  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  soft  bread  has  not  been  supplied  that  command  in  this  camp. 
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I  have  received  from  Capt.  John  Landstreet,  jr.,  in  charge  of  the  corps  bakery, 

a  communication  with  statements  from  several  officers  bearing  on  this  matter, 

which  I  herewith  forward  to  yon  for  your  consideration. 

Very  respectfully, 

Frederick  W.  Hyde, 

Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 

Depot  Commissary. 


Office  of  the  Corps  Bakery, 

Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  October  16,  1898. 
Capt.  F.  W.  Hyde, 

Depot  Commissary,  Camp  George  C.  Meade,  Pa. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inclose  herewith  a  statement  of  Capt.  Joseph  N.  Du  Barry,  com- 
missary of  subsistence  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 
giving  the  number  of  bread  rations  to  which  the  Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry  is  entitled  for  the  ration  periods  October  1  to  20, 
inclusive. 

For  the  first  ration  period  of  this  month  they  were  entitled  to  9,309  rations  of 
bread,  and  the  receipt  of  their  commissary,  herewith  inclosed,  shows  that  I  issued 
to  them  and  they  received  for  that  period  9,308  rations,  or  18  ounces  of  bread  less 
than  the  regiment  was  entitled  to  for  that  period  of  ten  days. 

For  the  second  ration  period,  October  10  to  20,  his  report  shows  they  are  entitled 
to  8,811  rations  of  bread.  Their  receipt,  herewith  inclosed,  shows  that  they  have 
received  from  me  881  rations  of  bread  daily  for  so  much  of  this  ration  period  as 
has  expired. 

I  also  have  the  honor  of  herewith  inclosing  a  communication  received  this  day 
from  Lieut.  C.  A.  Mather,  who  was  acting  commissary  for  that  regiment,  covering 
the  date  (13th)  when  this  regiment  is  reported  in  the  Associated  Press  dispatches 
as  being  without  bread,  that  he  received  on  that  day  and  each  day  covering  the 
period  of  his  official  connection  with  the  drawing  of  their  rations  881  rations  of 
bread,  and  showing  that  the  same  was  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  regiment. 

I  also  inclose  a  statement  from  Lieut.  Edward  T.  Hartshorn,  regimental  com- 
missary of  that  regiment,  stating  that  the  Two  hundred  and  first  New  York  has 
since  its  arrival  at  Camp  Meade  received  its  full  allowance  of  the  bread  ration. 

In  connection  with  the  above  I  have  the  honor  to  state  for  your  information 
that  on  the  day  in  question,  October  13,  when  it  is  claimed  this  regiment  was 
without  bread,  they  did  in  fact  have  for  that  day  881  full  rations  of  bread  of  an 
excellent  quality,  which  I  had  issued  them,  and  that  at  the  close  of  that  day  there 
was  a  surplus  of  7,850  rations  in  the  corps  bakery,  which  necessitated  the  cutting 
down  of  the  usual  amount  baked  the  following  day. 

I  have  gone  personally  to  the  camp  of  the  Two  hundred  and  first  New  York 
Regiment,  talked  with  every  commissioned  officer  I  could  find  in  the  camp,  also 
with  a  very  large  number  of  enlisted  men.  From  no  one  of  them  did  I  get  an 
expression  of  anything  but  praise  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  bread 
ration  issued  them. 

On  or  about  the  day  in  question  a  general  officer  of  this  corps,  riding  through 
the  camp  of  this  regiment,  informed  me  that  he  had  seen  in  the  company  sinks 
enough  bread  and  other  wholesome  food  to  feed  100  men,  and  to-day  I  found  the 
kitchen  sinks  in  very  much  that  condition. 

The  bakery  is  easily  capable  of  baking  33  per  cent  more  bread  every  day  than 
can  possibly  be  consumed  by  the  corps.  There  has  been  no  time  within  the  last 
thirty  days  when  we  were  not  prepared  to  issue  a  full  ration  of  bread  of  excel- 
lent quality  to  every  enlisted  man.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  on  October  15 
we  baked  22,480  rations  and  the  corps  requires  usually  only  about  15,000  rations, 
but  did  on  this  day  draw  16,280. 

In  this  connection  I  further  wish  to  state  that  during  the  nearly  seven  weeks 
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that  the  corps  bakery  has  been  in  operation  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  not  a 
single  complaint  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of  the  bread  ration  has  reached  me 
through  any  source  whatever,  and  I  have  taken  particular  pains  to  inquire  among 
officers  and  men  of  all  grades  regarding  this  matter. 

I  desire  also  to  state  that  I  have  now  detailed  at  the  bakery  three  men  from 
three  different  companies  of  the  Two  hundred  and  first  New  York,  all  or  either 
one  of  whom  are  competent  and  capable  of  baking  with  the  field  oven  now  in  use 
all  the  bread  that  that  regiment  would  require,  and  that  neither  I  nor  anyone  else 
to  my  knowledge  has  issued  to  that  regiment  a  field  oven  with  which  to  do  their 
own  baking,  but  all  that  work  is  done  for  them  at  the  corps  bakery. 

Very  respectfully,  Jno.  Landstreet,  Jr., 

Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
In  Charge  of  the  Bakery  of  the  Second  Army  Corps. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  October  16,  1898. 
Capt.  John  Landstreet,  Jr., 

Commissary  of  Subsistence  in  Charge  of  Corps  Bakery, 

Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry  was  entitled,  as  per  approved  ration  returns,  to  9,309 
rations  of  bread  for  the  ten  days  October  1  to  10,  both  included,  and  for  the  ten 
days  October  11  to  20,  both  included,  8,811  rations  of  bread. 
Very  respectfully, 

Joseph  N.  Du  Barry,  Jr., 
Captain  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corps. 


Received  from  Capt.  John  Landstreet,  jr. ,  commissary  of  subsistence,  in  charge 
of  corps  bakery,  Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  for  the  use  of  the  Two  hundred  and  first  New 
York  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  following  rations  of  bread  on  the  days  and  dates 
indicated  below,  this  being  the  full  amount  to  which  this  regiment  was  entitled 

for  these  days  and  the  full  amounts  for  which  we  made  application  to  him: 

Rations. 

October   1. _ __ 975 

2 . 975 

3 936 

4 936 

5 935 

6 936 

7 936 

8 „ 936 

9 936 

10. 867 

9,308 

11 

12 

13 

14 88 

15 88 

16 88 

E.  S.  Hartshorn, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 

C.  A.  Mather, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry 

(From  October  11  to  15). 
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Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  October  16, 1898. 
Capt.  Jno.  Landstreet,  Jr., 

Commissary  of  Subsistence. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  certify  that  the  Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  New- 
York  Volunteer  Infantry  has,  since  its  arrival  at  this  camp,  received  its  full 
allowance  of  bread. 
Respectfully, 

Edwin  S.  Hartshorn, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  Infantry, 

New  York  Volunteers, 
Camp  George  G.  Meade,  Pa.,  October  16,  1898. 
Capt.  John  Landstreet,  Jr., 

In  Charge  of  Bakery  of  Second  Army  Corps. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  during  the  period  that  I  was  acting 
commissary  of  the  Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  viz,  October  11  to  15,  inclusive,  that  I  received  from  you  daily  881 
loaves  of  wheat  bread.  This  amount  was  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  regiment, 
and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  bread  was  excellent  and  satisfactory  in  every 
way.  I  had  no  trouble  at  any  time  in  drawing  what  bread  I  required,  except  a 
short  wait  when  there  were  wagons  from  other  regiments  ahead  of  me. 
Respectfully, 

C.  A.  Mather, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Two  hundred  and  first  Regiment 

New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Third  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Shipp,  Anniston,  Ala.,  October  25,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  Investigation  Commission. 

Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  by  Major  Mills,  recorder,  to  a  statement  pur- 
ported to  have  been  made  by  Corpl.  W.  M.  Johnston,  Third  Tennessee  Regiment, 
to  the  New  York  World,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  "During  the  first  three 
weeks  at  Chickamauga  Park  the  soldiers  had  nothing  to  eat  except  24  soda  crack- 
ers per  day.  Sometimes  we  got  salt  pork,  but  it  was  full  of  black  holes;  the 
potatoes  were  in  a  similar  condition.  We  seldom  got  fresh  meat.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  the  camp  was  horrible." 

The  World  correspondent  evidently  got  his  regiments  mixed,  as  there  is  not 
now,  was  not  then,  and  never  has  been  a  Corpl.  W.  M.  Johnston,  or  any  man  in 
this  regiment  by  the  name  of  W.  M.  Johnston. 

On  May  23,  1898,  ten  days'  good  field  rations  were  issued  to  the  regiment.  We 
arrived  at  Chickamauga  Park  May  24,  and  three  days  later  an  issue  of  fresh  beef 
was  begun  and  has  continued  ever  since.  Soft  bread  was  also  issued  before  the 
ten  days  expired.  The  commissary  supplies  issued  to  this  regiment  have  always 
been  excellent  in  quality  and  ample  in  quantity.  Whenever  any  article  has  been 
found  deficient  in  quality,  which  has  been  remarkably  seldom,  a  board  of  survey 
has  been  promptly  called  to  condemn  the  same  and  a  new  supply  secured.  This 
has  only  been  necessary  upon  two  or  three  articles  since  the  regiment  came  into 
the  service. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  regiment  has  been  excellent.     No  better  proof  is 
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needed  than  to  compare  our  maximum  sick  report  with  that  of  the  regiments 
within  a  stone's  throw  of  us,  viz,  First  Mississippi,  Fifty-second  Iowa,  First  Maine, 
Eighth  New  York,  and  First  Vermont. 

The  condition  of  our  camp  was  such  as  to  elicit  frequent  praise  from  brigade 
and  division  headquarters,  officers  from  other  regiments  being  frequently  sent  to 
examine  our  sanitary  arrangements  for  their  own  information  and  guidance.  And 
on  June  24,  about  the  time  referred  to  by  the  said  "  Corpl.  W.  M.  Johnston,"  our 
sanitary  arrangements  and  their  condition  were  complimented  in  an  order  from 
brigade  headquarters,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  found  in  my  testimony. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Fypfe. 
Colonel  Third  Tennessee  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Office  Purchasing  and  Depot  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Army, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  October  19,  1898. 
Maj.  S.  C.  Mills, 

Inspector-General,  United  States  Army,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  Lieut. 
Col.  O.  E.  Wood,  chief  commissary  Seventh  Army  Corps,  to  lay  before  the  hon- 
orable commissioners  that  they  see  the  efforts  made  by  this  depot  to  please  all 
concerned  and  to  cater  to  the  most  capricious  minds. 

Very  respectfully,  G„  W.  Ruthers, 

Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Office  Purchasing  and  Depot  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  1, 1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  O.  E.  Wood, 

Chief  Commissary  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Sir:  Will  you  please  publish  for  the  information  of  brigade  and  regimental 
commissaries  the  following,  which  has  been  given  verbally  repeatedly  and  has 
prevailed  ever  since  I  have  had  charge  of  this  office? 

It  is  the  intention  on  the  part  of  this  depot  to  let  no  supplies  be  furnished  to  the 
troops  unless  in  first-class  condition,  and  everything  in  the  power  of  the  Subsistence 
Department  is  being  done  to  accomplish  that  end. 

If  there  is  any  fault  to  find,  it  lies  in  regimental  or  company  administration. 

Beef  issue. — I  inspect  nearly  every  car  of  beef  arriving  here,  but  I  can  not 
examine  every  piece.  Armour  &  Co.  have  instructions  that  nothing  but  first- 
class  meat  be  supplied. 

The  brigade  and  regimental  commissaries  have  the  privilege  of  rejecting  any  or 
all  beef  at  the  time  they  draw  from  the  beef  contractor.  If  they  decline  to  accept 
the  beef  on  reasonable  grounds,  the  contractor  must  get  other  beef  to  them  within 
a  reasonable  time. 

If  the  beef  is  accepted  by  brigade  and  regimental  commissaries,  they  should 
abide  by  their  decisions.  It  might  go  further  and  require  every  company  com- 
mander to  inspect  the  beef  for  their  companies  at  the  time  the  brigade  or  regimental 
commissary  accepts  the  beef  from  the  contractor. 

Potatoes  and  onions.— The  regimental  commissary  enjoys  the  privilege  of 
rejecting  any  or  all  potatoes  and  onions  at  the  time  he  draws  them,  he  is  even 
permitted  to  take  the  vegetables  to  his  camp  and  make  another  inspection,  and 
then  if  they  are  found  bad  to  bring  them  back,  but  the  return  of  the  supply  found 
not  good  must  not  be  deferred  more  than  one  day. 
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Other  supplies.— While  I  try  my  best  to  avoid  unsound  food  leaving  the  ware- 
house, I  am  unable  to  make  a  close  inspection  of  closed  packages,  so  the  officers 
have  been  notified  that  they  could  return  anything  not  good  and  I  would  replace 
with  the  best  I  had  on  hand.     The  return  of  the  supplies  must  be  prompt. 

You  will  agree  with  me,  I  think,  that  not  within  your  own  experience  has  a 
subsistence  department  been  as  liberal  in  its  views  or  been  as  eager  to  please  all 
concerned. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  submit  for  your  information  the  following: 

In  some  regiments  ovens  were  issued  over  a  month  ago.  These  ovens  have  never 
been  put  into  operation;  and  while  it  is  well  known  the  ration  of  flour  will  pro- 
duce 24  ounces  of  bread,  the  flour  has  been  traded  for  less  than  16  ounces  of 
bread. 

Again,  I  know  that  fresh  new  bacon  has  been  sold  in  this  city  for  2£  cents — a 
lower  rate  than  I  obtained  for  spoiled  bacon. 

Further,  the  habit  of  having  enlisted  men  attend  to  matters  wholly  the  duty  of 
an  officer  ought  to  be  checked. 

There  are  regiments  in  camp  which  have  saved  from  5,000  to  10,000  pounds  of 
flour  by  the  proper  use  of  their  ovens,  while  others  are  complaining  of  lack  of 
food  and  at  the  same  time  let  their  ovens  lie  around  camp. 

I  would  suggest  an  investigation  by  an  inspector  into  the  sale  of  bacon  by  troops 
in  this  city,  for  I  can  not  understand  why  bacon  is  sold  for  2£  cents  when  the 
wholesale  price  is  7  cents  or  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Ruthers, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Depot  Commissary. 


Waukesha,  Wis.,  October  22, 1898. 
President  McKinley. 

Dear  Sir:  At  your  call  for  volunteers,  Waukesha  County,  Wis.,  responded  by 
giving  up  104  of  her  bravest  and  best.  Company  A,  Fourth  Regiment  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  now  at  Camp  Shipp,  Anniston,  Ala.,  is  universally  conceded 
to  be  the  best  company  of  the  regiment,  of  which  Secretary  Alger  says:  "It  is 
the  best  regiment  he  has  ever  examined."  All  this  to  let  you  know  the  material 
we  wish  you  to  deal  with.  Our  dear  boys  had  written  home  none  but  the  bravest, 
cheeriest  letters,  until  about  two  weeks  ago,  when  twenty  or  thirty  came,  all 
telling  the  same  sad  story,  that  they  were  going  hungry,  on  less  than  one-third 
ration,  and  sour  bread  which  none  of  them  could  eat  until  starved  to  it,  when  it 
threw  them  into  such  stomach  trouble  that  many  were  up  all  night  with  cramps, 
chills,  and  diarrhea,  until  extra  outhouses  had  to  be  built.  The  whole  company 
lined  up  one  day  after  "what  they  called  dinner"  (as  the  boys  expressed  it)  and 
told  the  captain.  He  told  them  "  the  bread  was  not  sour;  it  was  all  right."  They 
stood  firm  and  insisted,  and  a  doctor  was  called,  who  said  "it  was  sour."  We 
collected  several  of  these  letters  and  took  to  our  mayor,  asking  him  to  communi- 
cate with  our  governor,  Scofield,  at  once.  He,  however,  thought  best  to  write 
first  to  Captain  Agnew  (of  Company  A) ,  which  he  did.  We  have  waited  anx- 
iously to  learn  the  result.  Letters  are  beginning  to  come,  saying  "it  was  a  little 
better,  but  very  little,"  and  my  own  boy  writes  that  for  his  dinner  he  had  "1 
small  bit  of  beef,  1  potato,  2  slices  of  bread,  1  cup  of  siop — not  coffee."  They 
buy  food  when  they  can  go  down  town.  Some  buy  milk  and  drink  in  place  of 
coffee.  They  feel  hungry  all  the  time,  they  write.  They  have  been  doing  hard 
work,  grubbing,  etc.  This  morning's  paper  reports  the  hospital  full,  all  from 
Fourth  Regiment,  and  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  Why  can  not  each  man  draw  his 
own  full  ration,  as  they  did  in  the  civil  war?  The  Government  provides  utensils 
and  rations.     I  wrote  this  to  the  boys  and  to  the  captain.     The  captain  wrote,  "I 
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think  we  are  getting  all  we  are  entitled  to;  as  I  mess  with  the  company,  I  know. 
I  know  the  newspapers  delight,"  etc.  Our  boys  write,  "Who  says  the  captain 
eats  with  us,  and  the  same  rations?  He  does  not.  He  eats  what  is  cooked  by  our 
cooks,  but  it  is  always  picked  out,  the  best  and  most  of  it,  and  he  has  sugar  enough 
to  sweeten  his  coffee,  which  we  do  not;  most  of  the  time  get  none  at  all.  We  buy 
our  candles,  mostly;  some  are  issued,  but  not  enough;  and  the  bacon  has  been 
wormy,  so  could  not  eat  it." 

Now,  President  McKinley,  my  grandfather  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  my 
brother  and  husband  and  many  other  near  friends  served  in  our  late  war  of  the 
rebellion.  I  know  soldiers  must  meet  hardships,  but  in  a  camp  like  that  at 
Anniston,  with  the  generous  allowance  of  rations,  with  facilities  for  each  man  to 
prepare  his  own,  it  is  simply  a  criminal  neglect  of  duty  for  the  officers  to  allow 
the  boys  to  be  defrauded  of  their  food  or  to  accept  that  which  is  unfit.  What 
can  we  expect  but  that  there  will  be  fevers?  If  you,  yourself  an  old  soldier  and 
now  with  the  power  by  a  word  to  decide  their  fate,  will  send  order  that  even  the 
ration,  complete  and  full,  shall  be  dealt  out  to  each  man,  you  will  have  the  heart- 
felt and  eternal  gratitude  of  every  mother  in  Wisconsin.  If  you  can  let  me  know 
that  you  have  received  and  will  act  upon  this,  you  will  lift  a  crushing  weight 
from  my  heart.  I  have  had  two  sons  pass  through  typhoid  fever;  one  is  crippled 
by  it  for  life.  I  can  never  rest  while  conditions  are  what  they  now  are  at  Camp 
Shipp  regarding  the  rations.  I  am  sick,  under  the  doctor's  care,  who  forbids  me 
to  work  or  think.  The  papers  state  that  camp  must  be  moved,  as  it  is  in  unsani- 
tary position,  on  ridge  between  two  deep  ravines,  in  one  of  which  are  the  mule 
yards,  and  the  other  the  water-closets  for  army,  and  that  the  head  surgeon,  Dr. 
King,  told  them  how  it  would,  how  it  must  be. 

Hoping,  dear  President,  that  in  memory  of  your  own  dear  mother,  you  will 
understand  the  deep  anxiety  of  the  mother's  heart  with  her  baby  (19  years)  amid 
such  conditions,  and  let  me  know  soon  that  they  shall  be  relieved. 
I  am,  truly,  yours, 

L.  C.  B.  Gault. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  October  26, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  the  within 
paper  may  be  sent  to  the  proper  officer  for  thorough  investigation  and  report. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General 's  Office,  November  2,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general,  Anniston,  Ala.,  for  thorough  investigation 
and  report,  and  return  of  this  paper  to  this  office. 
By  command  of  the  Major-General  Miles. 

W.  H.  Carter, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 

Camp  Shipp,  Anniston,  Ala.,  November  5,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  inspector-general  of  this  division  for  thorough  investigation  and 
report. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Frank. 

Edward  Davis, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 

Camp  Shipp,  Anniston,  Ala.,  November  13, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  with  the  report  of  Major 
Benson,  inspector-general,  inclosed,  from  which  it  appears  that  there  were  no  proper  grounds 
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for  complaints  here  made.  It  is  almost  the  universal  opinion  of  those  who  know  about  it  that 
the  rations  are  ample,  and  when,  as  here,  the  component  parts  are  of  excellent  quality,  no  one 
need  go  hungry. 

The  Fourth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  is  a  new  regiment,  and  measures  have  already  been 
taken  to  instruct  the  officers  in  the  kind  and  quantity  of  rations  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Royal,  T.  Frank, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

December  1,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  for  any  further  remarks 

that  he  may  desire  to  make  and  communicate  the  result  of  this  investigation  to  the  writer  of 

inclosed  letter. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  Simpson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  5,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  request  that  the  inclosed 
papers  be  sent  to  the  Commission  on  the  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in 
the  war  with  Spain. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-  General  of  Subsistence. 

Note.— A  complete  copy  of  the  within  report  has  this  day  been  forwarded  to  Mrs.  L.  C  B. 
Gault,  at  Waukesha,  Wis. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  10,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  of  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the 
War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building,  this  city,  inviting  attention  to  incis- 
ures herewith. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  A.  Simpson, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 
Anniston,  Ala.,  November  7,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Second  Division,  Fourth  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  third  indorsement  on  com- 
munication from  Mrs.  Gault,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

After  a  careful  investigation,  by  questioning  the  men  and  officers  of  the  com- 
pany, I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  complaint  contained  in  the  inclosed  letter  is 
without  merit.  Most  of  the  men  complained  that  they  did  not  have  enough  to 
eat;  that  they  were  often  hungry  and  had  to  buy  their  food,  etc.  When  asked 
what  they  had  the  previous  day,  stated  as  follows: 

For  breakfast,  oatmeal,  bread,  and  coffee;  for  dinner,  beefsteak  and  potatoes; 
for  supper,  beef,  coffee,  and  bread. 

It  was  ascertained  that  the  following  had  been  the  bill  of  fare:  Breakfast,  oat- 
meal, Hamburg  steak,  potatoes,  bread,  and  coffee;  dinner,  Boston  baked  beans, 
beefsteak,  sweet  potatoes,  bread,  and  coffee;  supper,  boiled  beef  and  cabbage, 
potatoes,  bread,  and  coffee. 

When  asked  why  their  statements  differed  from  the  facts,  they  explained  in 
various  ways.  Many  said  that  the  Government  did  not  furnish  the  oatmeal, 
hamburg  steak,  sweet  potatoes,  or  Boston  baked  beans,  and  that  when  they  said 
they  had  to  buy  outside  stuff  they  referred  to  the  things  that  were  bought  by  the 
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company  fund;  others,  that  their  stomachs  were  not  accustomed  to  such  food  and 
could  not  stand  it,  and  they  mentioned  only  the  things  they  had  actually  eaten. 

About  20  of  the  men  of  the  company,  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates, 
have  formed  a  separate  mess  in  so  far  as  relates  to  extras  outside  of  those  fur- 
nished the  whole  company.  They  draw  their  rations  at  each  meal  as  cooked  at 
the  company  kitchen,  and  besides  have  a  man  detailed  to  cook  any  extras  that 
they  choose  to  buy,  such  as  mutton,  extra  beef,  etc.,  and  they  purchase  milk  and 
butter.  I  questioned  Private  Gault,  and  he  said  he  meant  by  buying  extras,  those 
bought  by  company  fund.  The  officers  get  their  meals  from  the  company,  adding 
extras,  such  as  butter,  milk,  and  pickles,  at  their  own  expense.  They  pay  to  the 
company  fund  $10  each  per  month.  As  the  value  of  the  ration  is  about  $5.27  per 
month,  the  officers  contributed  $14.25  per  month  to  the  company  fund  over  the 
actual  cost  of  the  Government  ration.  There  were  two  days,  possibly  three  days, 
in  October  when  the  bread  was  sour  and  not  palatable.  With  this  exception  the 
rations  have  been  of  the  best.  It  is  a  fact  that  though  an  officer  inspects  each 
meal  very  few  complaints  have  ever  been  made  at  mealtimes.  The  officers  of  the 
company  were  ignorant  of  the  component  parts  of  the  ration  and  of  the  amounts 
due  each  man,  showing  a  serious  want  of  attention  on  their  part.  The  first  ser- 
geant and  the  quartermaster-sergeant  were  also  ignorant  of  the  amounts  of  each 
article  making  up  the  ration,  so  that  no  one  directly  concerned  knew  positively 
whether  or  not  the  full  rations  had  been  received.  A  comparison,  however,  of 
the  amounts  received  in  bulk  with  the  number  of  rations  drawn  showed  that 
the  full  allowance  had  been  issued. 

As  to  the  candles:  The  Government  does  not  undertake  to  furnish  men  in  the 
field  with  as  many  candles  as  each  man  may  choose  to  burn  daily  from  4  p.  m.  to 
11  p.m.  The  allowance  is  but  1£  pounds  per  100  men,  and  is  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  cooks  and  for  use  in  the  orderly  room  and  offices.  The  company 
fund  used  by  this  company  had  been  subscribed  by  citizens  of  Waukesha,  Wis., 
and  amounts  paid  by  officers.  There  was  no  company  council  book,  and  the 
expenditures  were  not  itemized.  When  asked  why  he  did  not  keep  the  account 
in  proper  form,  the  captain  replied  that  it  was  not  Government  funds  and  that  the 
Government  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  it  came  from  the  people  of  the  towns 
from  which  the  company  was  recruited  and  was  a  private  affair.  He  was  advised 
otherwise. 

The  complaint  that  the  men  were  being  "  starved"  on  one-third  rations  is  with- 
out foundation.  The  stomach  troubles  and  bowel  complaints  are  due  mainly  to 
sodden  pies  and  pastry  sold  by  negroes  who  infest  the  roads  about  camp. 

After  investigating  the  complaint  as  to  the  rations  issued  to  Company  A,  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  I  inquired  into  the  condition  in  the  other  com- 
panies of  the  regiment.  It  was  found  that  complaints  were  made  in  all  companies 
but  one,  viz,  Company  D.  In  this  latter  company  the  men  did  not  subscribe  any 
funds  nor  were  any  received  from  outside  sources,  except  from  the  payment  of 
$10  per  month  on  the  part  of  each  officer  of  the  company,  these  officers  obtaining 
their  meals  at  the  company  mess.  This  would  tend  to  prove  that  the  Government 
rations  were  in  themselves  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  men.  In  the  other 
companies,  where  the  men  subscribed  from  40  cents  to  $1  per  month  per  man,  the 
complaint  seemed  to  be  that  they  were  not  getting  enough  for  their  money.  In 
one  company  (Company  B,  commanded  by  Capt.  C.  J.  Rollis)  it  was  found  that 
for  dinner  the  men  had  bread  and  coffee  furnished  by  the  company  and  six  young 
pigs  brought  in  by  members  of  the  company,  but  the  identity  of  the  men  furnish- 
ing them  could  not  be  established.  These  pigs  had  been  stolen  from  some  farmer 
in  the  vicinity.  The  fact  that  the  inspection  of  the  meals  by  company  officers 
was  of  little  value  was  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  officer  who  inspected  the  meal 
did  not  know  where  the  pigs  had  come  from  nor  what  the  allowance  of  food  per 
man  was.    In  fact,  an  investigation  showed  that,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
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officers,  first  sergeants,  and  company  quartermaster-sergeants  were  ignorant  of 
this  matter,  and  that  when  the  company  rations  were  drawn  the  sergeants  took 
what  was  given  to  them,  not  knowing  whether  it  was  their  full  allowance  or  not. 
The  main  complaint  seemed  to  be  that  they  did  not  have  ham  and  eggs,  chops, 
and  pies  as  often  as  they  would  like,  or  as  often  as  they  thought  their  subscrip- 
tions called  for.  If  the  company  officers  and  noncommissioned  officers  were  to 
learn  their  duties  and  pay  the  attention  expected  of  them  to  the  care  of  rations 
and  of  the  company  mess,  and  keep  their  company-fund  accounts,  including  the 
amounts  subscribed  by  the  men  and  by  the  friends  of  the  men,  according  to 
regulations,  it  is  thought  all  complaints  might  be  avoided. 

Very  respectfully,  Harry  C.  Benson, 

Major,  Inspector-General  of  Volunteers. 


Secretary  op  War,  United  States  Army: 

Honorable  Sir:  The  troops  encamped  at  Des  Moines  are  fed  by  contract,  the 
contract  being  let  to  a  firm  in  said  city.  Now,  before  these  parties  are  given  a 
final  settlement,  I  wish  to  make  known  a  few  facts  regarding  the  way  they  have 
filled  this  contract. 

The  price  they  are  paid  will  procure  a  warm  room  and  good  food,  while  they 
furnish  food  alone.  And  such  food!  It  consists,  as  a  rule,  of  boiled  meat  and 
"potatoes  with  the  jackets  on."  The  meat  is  often  spoiled  and  many  of  the  boys 
leave  the  table,  their  food  untouched.  It  is  so  bad,  indeed,  that  all  who  are  able 
take  their  meals  in  the  city.  Such  meals,  we  figure,  can  be  furnished  at  7  cents, 
giving  them  a  profit  of  over  $2,000  per  week. 

We  have  reported  to  our  officers  in  due  form  and  sent  them  plates  of  decayed 
meat,  but  all  of  no  avail.  Being  in  the  Army,  it  would  not  do  for  me  to  say  or 
think  that  some  of  the  officers  received  part  of  this  money,  though  many  citi- 
zens claim  it  is  true,  yet  I  can  say  that  it  is  being  talked  about  in  the  2,000  homes 
to  which  the  boys  belong,  and  causing  a  bitter  feeling  all  over  the  state.  We 
have  not  taken  this  matter  up  through  our  Senator,  as  we  do  not  believe  that  a 
"political  pull"  is  needed  in  the  Army,  but  we  do  believe  that  the  word  of  a 
private  has  as  much  influence  as  the  word  of  any  Senator.  If  you  will  but  look 
into  this  matter,  it  can  be  proved  by  all  the  boys. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Y.  W.  Greene. 

Centerville,  Iowa,  November  21,  1898. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Opftce  of  Commissary-General,  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Decembers,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Herbert  Katz,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  volunteers, 
chief  commissary  Department  of  the  Missouri,  Omaha,  Nebr.  for  investigation  and  report. 
By  direction  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

George  B.  Davis, 
Colonel,  U.  S.  Army,  Assistant  to  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  December  12,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  adjutant-general,  Department  of  the  Missouri,  with  request  that 
this  letter  be  referred  to  Maj.  J  B.  Guthrie,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  chief  mustering  officer,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  for  investigation  and  report.    Copy  of  contract  under  which  the  meals  were 
furnished  is  inclosed  herewith. 

J.  H.  Duval, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Army, 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  Department  of  the  Missouri. 
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[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  December  12,  1898 
Respectfully  transmitted  to  Maj  J.  B.  Guthrie,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  chief  mustering  officer, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  requesting  attention  to  the  first  and  second  indorsements  hereon  and  sub- 
ject-matter of  this  communication. 

Please  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  and  forward  report,  with  return  of  these  papers  to 
these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sumner. 

Grote  Hutcheson, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  26,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  assistant  adjutant-general,  Department  of  Missouri.    Report  of 
investigation  inclosed. 

J.  B.  Guthrie, 
Major,  Fifteenth  Infantry,  Chief  Mustering  Officer. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  December  27,  1898. 
To  the  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Office  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Omaha,  Nebr.,  December  28,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  United  States  Army,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  inviting  attention  to  inclosures  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D. 

J.  H.  Duval, 
Major  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Army, 
Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence  Department  of  Missouri. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  3,  1899. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  this  paper  be 
sent  to  the  Commission  on  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with 
Spain. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  U,  1899. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commission  on  investigation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  W  ar  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  O.  S.  Heistand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


A. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  26,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  Headquarters  Department  Missouri). 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  investigated  the  case  contained  in 
the  letter  of  Private  V.  W.  Greene,  Company  E,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  report  thereon  as  follows: 

Reports  of  Maj.  J.  A.  Olmsted,  United  States  Army  (retired),  and  Lieut.  E.  M. 
Supplee,  Third  United  States  Cavalry,  are  enclosed  herewith. 
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I  have  interviewed  quite  a  number  of  the  officers  of  the  Fiftieth  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  all  say  the  statements  of- Greene  are  not  true  and  are  malicious. 

I  find  that  Private  Greene  is  quite  a  young  man;  was  absent  from  his  regiment 
during  its  encampment  here  for  muster  out  from  the  day  the  regiment  arrived 
at  Des  Moines  until  the  morning  of  November  29,  1898.  (The  regiment  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service  on  November  30,  1898.)  Greene  was  with  his  company  at 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  during  which  time  he  amused  himself  writing  sensational 
articles  to  the  newspaper  at  his  home,  Centerville,  Iowa. 

My  investigation  leads  to  the  conclusion  his  letter  is  malicious. 

Every  day  from  November  5  to  November  30, 1898, 1  partook  of  one  meal  at  the 
mess  room  where  the  Fiftieth  Iowa  was  fed.  Every  day  I  thoroughly  examined 
all  the  food,  its  quantity,  its  quality,  manner  of  cooking  and  serving,  and  inspected 
everything  about  the  kitchen.  Without  any  reservation  I  can  say  that  the  meals 
were  excellent,  quantity  sufficient,  well  cooked,  and  promptly  served.  I  never 
saw  better  meals  furnished  soldiers.  To  my  knowledge  the  men  of  this  Fiftieth 
Iowa  Infantry  after  taking  their  seats  at  the  table  would  dump  all  the  salt  and  all 
the  pepper  within  reach  into  one  dish  of  vegetables,  meat,  etc.,  then  raise  an 
outcry.  At  one  time  they  sprinkled  coal  oil  on  plates  of  vegetables.  A  careful 
investigation  by  me  at  this  time  of  all  the  vegetables  cooked  in  the  kitchen  dis- 
played to  my  entire  satisfaction  this  trick.  Butter  was  not  called  for  by  the 
contract,  but  several  times  the  contractor  supplied  it.  The  men  spread  it  on  the 
tables.  The  contractor  told  me  he  would  give  them  butter  every  meal  if  they 
would  act  decently.    They  would  not  do  this,  and  the  supply  of  butter  was  stopped. 

As  for  the  accusation  that  officers  were  in  league  with  the  contractor  on  the 
profits,  I  consider  it  not  only  not  true  but  not  worthy  of  any  further  notice. 
I  do  not  consider  the  price  paid  for  the  meals — 17£  cents — at  all  unreasonable. 
As  a  factor  on  the  profit  question,  the  contractor  claims  these  men  willfully 
destroyed  upward  of  $350  worth  of  his  crockery. 
Very  respectfully,  sir, 

J.  B.  Guthrie, 
Major  Fifteenth  Infantry,  Chief  Mustering  Officer. 


B. 

State  op  Iowa,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Des  Moines,  December  14,  1898. 
Maj.  J.  B.  Guthrie, 

Fifteenth  United  States  Infantry, 

Chief  Mustering  Officer,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  letter  of  V.  W. 
Greene,  who  complains  of  the  meals  served  the  volunteers  at  Camp  McKinley, 
Iowa,  while  being  mustered  out. 

As  chief  mustering  officer  of  Iowa,  I  contracted  with  Mr.  Evans  to  furnish 
these  meals.  He  was  given  the  contract  because  he  was  the  lowest  responsible 
bidder.  He  furnished  good,  substantial  meals,  and  more  than  his  contract  called 
for.    I  know  this  from  personal  inspection  of  the  food  and  meals  furnished. 

I  requested  the  colonels  of  each  regiment  to  detail  an  officer  to  make  daily 
inspection  of  the  food  before  cooked  and  of  the  meals  as  served,  and  if  any  com- 
plaint was  made  of  either  to  at  once  notify  me  and  also  call  a  board  of  survey. 
I  also  took  pains  to  ascertain  that  such  a  detail  and  inspection  was  made.  With 
two  exceptions,  no  report  was  made  to  me.  These  exceptions  were  that  sugar 
and  salt  were  served  mixed  and  a  taste  of"  coal  oil  in  the  sugar.  Investigation 
satisfied  us  that  both  had  been  done  as  a  joke  by  the  men.  I  notified  the  colonel 
if  we  had  any  more  trouble  of  this  kind  we  would  sweeten  the  coffee  in  the 
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kitehen  and  serve  no  sugar  on  the  table.    I  do  not  know  that  this  threat  had  any 
effect,  but  no  more  salt  and  sugar  were  mixed  for  fun. 

When  Mr.  Evans  signed  the  contract,  he  asked  me  to  arrange  for  a  daily  inspec- 
tion of  his  kitchen,  dining  room,  food,  and  meals.  Butter  was  not  called  for  in 
the  specifications,  but  Mr.  Evans  often  furnished  it  notwithstanding  the  shameful 
use  and  waste  of  it  by  the  men. 

Nearly  all  the  officers  took  their  meals  at  the  mess  with  their  men.  I  made  it 
a  point  to  frequently  ask  them  about  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  food  fur- 
nished, and  they  always,  without  exception,  reported  the  quality  good  and  no 
limit  to  quantity. 

The  addresses  of  these  officers  are  known  at  this  office,  and  their  evidence  can  be 
secured  if  it  is  thought  necessary  to  pay  this  amount  of  attention  to  this  report  of 
Mr.  .Greene. 

I  often  took  meals  with  the  men  in  camp  and  always  found  them  good.  The 
food  was  wholesome,  well  cooked,  and  neatly  served. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a  man  of  good  standing  and  character  in  town  and  has  one  of  the 
best  and  most  popular  cafes  in  the  city. 

I  consider  this  complaint  not  only  groundless  but  malicious. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Olmsted, 
Major,  U.  S.  Army. 


rCii'eular.] 

proposals  for  meals. 

Office  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  September  21, 1898. 

Sealed  proposals,  in  duplicate,  made  out  on  the  form  of  proposal  and  acceptance 
below,  will  be  received  for  four  days  from  the  date  of  this  circular,  and  then 
opened  at  11  a.  m.  September  24, 1898,  for  furnishing  meals  for  the  Iowa  volunteers, 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  for  such  time  during  the  months  of  September,  October, 
and  November,  1898,  as  may  be  required  by  the  Subsistence  Department,  United 
States  Army. 

The  meals  must  be  neatly  served  three  times  daily,  to  be  substantial  and  of 
wholesome  quality,  in  suitable  proportion  of  meat  (or  fish),  bread,  vegetables, 
sugar,  coffee,  or  tea,  and  the  usual  seasoning,  to  be  well  cooked  and  of  satisfactory 
quantity. 

Particulars  as  to  manner  of  bidding,  place  of  serving,  and  other  information 
will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  undersigned. 

The  Government  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  proposals,  as  well  as  to 
exact  a  bond  from  the  successful  bidder  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  contract,  if 
deemed  necessary  by  the  undersigned.  The  Government  also  reserves  the  right 
to  terminate  the  contract  at  any  time.  Envelopes  should  be  marked  "  Proposals 
for  meals,"  and  be  addressed  to 

J.  A.  Olmsted, 
Captain,  Ninth  Cavalry,  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

By  authority  of  chief  commissary  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

PROPOSAL  AND   ACCEPTANCE. 

The  undersigned  bidder  agrees  to  furnish,  and  the  undersigned  officer  agrees  to 
receive  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  meals  under  the  foregoing  advertisement 
and  conditions  at  the  rate  of  17£  cents  per  meal,  the  meals  to  be  served  at  Camp 
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McKinley,  Iowa.     Bidder  will  deposit  $5,000  in  Citizen's  National  Bank  to  guar- 
antee fulfillment  of  contract. 

Date  of  proposal,  September  24, 1898. 

[In  duplicate.]  D.  Evans, 

Bidder. 

[In  duplicate.]  »  J.  A.  Olmsted, 

Captain,  Ninth  Cavalry,  Commissary. 
Date  of  acceptance,  September  30,  1898. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  H.  Duval, 

Major  and  Commissary  of  Sid>sistence,  U.  S.  Army. 


D. 

Camp  McKinley, 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  15,  1898. 
Maj.  J.  B.  Guthrie, 

Fifteenth  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Mustering  Officer,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  letter  of  V.  W. 
Greene,  private,  Company  E,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Infantry  Volunteers,  who  complains 
of  the  meals  served  the  volunteers  at  Camp  McKinley,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  while 
being  mustered  out.  As  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  at  this  place,  I  inspected 
the  meals  furnished  by  Mr.  Evans,  and  almost  daily  partook  of  at  least  one  meal 
just  as  it  was  served  the  men.  It  was  always  wholesome,  substantial,  and  abun- 
dant. I  was  there  to  receive  complaints,  and  received  but  two  during  the  muster 
out.  One  man  brought  me  a  plate  of  meat,  saying  it  was  "  rotten."  I  examined 
it  and  tasted  it,  and  found  it  prime  roast  beef.  Its  edges  were  slightly  scorched, 
and  this  odor,  the  man  claimed,  was  all  his  evidence  for  "  rotten  meat."  He  was 
evidently  not  accustomed  to  eating  beef  while  at  home.  The  other  complaint 
was  that  the  boneless  ham  served  for  breakfast  was  not  satisfactory.  I  endeav- 
ored to  learn  the  exact  cause,  but  they  could  not  give  any  definite  complaint 
except  that  it  had  no  bones  in  it. 

The  building  where  meals  were  served  was  of  ship-lap  boards,  and  when  cold 
weather  set  in  I  papered  the  inside  with  thick  paper  impervious  to  wind.  It  was 
impossible  to  heat  the  building  without  great  cost.  The  men  were  never  at  their 
meals  longer  than  twenty  minutes  and  did  not  suffer  any  inconvenience  from  the 
cold. 

Private  Greene's  statement  of  the  cost  of  meals  served  is  absurd,  and  his  state- 
ment of  the  profits  as  being  $2,000  per  week  is  discountenanced  by  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Evans's  entire  bill  never  reached  $2,000  per  week. 

The  fact  that  Private  Greene  was  absent  during  the  entire  encampment,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  two  days,  is  sufficient  to  stamp  his  letter  as  an  ungrounded, 
slanderous,  and  malicious  attempt  to  besmirch  the  character  of  his  officers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  M.  Suplee, 
First  Lieutenant,  Third  Cavalry, 
Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

Note.— The  writer's  military  history,  furnished  by  Major  Guthrie,  is  as  follows: 
'4  Private,  Company  E,  Fiftieth  Iowa  Infantry.  Absent  on  furlough  from  Sep- 
tember 20  to  November  1,  per  General  Orders,  No.  130,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
1898;  furlough  extended  to  November  1  by  order  of  War  Department.  Absent  sick 
from  November  1  to  November  28.  Was  present  at  muster  out  of  regiment  on 
November  30,  1898.     His  full  name  is  Volla  W.  Greene." 
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Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  January  2, 1899. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  California. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  investigated  to  the  best  of  my  ability 
these  inclosed  complaints  with  the  following  results:  I  find  that  there  was  some 
shortage  in  some  parts  of  the  ration  for  a  period  of  ten  to  fifteen  days  after  the 
arrival  of  the  regiment.  Transportation  was  very  scarce  and  the  prices  for  haul- 
ing most  exorbitant,  and  until  the  fortunate  arrival  of  the  animals  intended  for 
Manila,  but  landed  at  Honolulu,  it  was  a  difficult  problem  to  transport  all  the 
necessary  stores.  The  commissary  (Captain  Lydig)  endeavored  to  fill  as  large  a 
part  of  the  returns  for  all  the  companies  as  possible  in  preference  to  filling  some 
completely  and  leaving  others  without  important  articles.  In  this  he  was,  in  my 
opinion,  right,  as  he  was  in  remaining  at  the  depot  instead  of  going  out  to  camp 
and  superintending  the  distribution,  seeing  that  he  was  purchasing  and  depot  as 
well  as  post  commissary,  and  his  duties  to  the  transports,  constantly  arriving 
with  large  bodies  of  men  en  route  to  Manila,  were  as  important  as  those  to  the 
local  garrison.  In  my  judgment  his  sending  the  rations  in  bulk  and  having  them 
distributed  at  the  camp  was  an  error  in  judgment  and  resulted  in  much  incon- 
venience and  some  privation.  He  had  all  conveniences  and  facilities  in  the  way 
of  expert  assistants,  scales,  etc.,  and  though,  as  he  claimed,  one  truck  would  hold 
much  more  than  the  ration  for  one  company,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  the 
truck  load  from  being  divided  and  marked  to  the  company  for  which  is  was  des- 
tined. The  companies  in  camp  had  neither  facilities  for  distributing  nor  experi- 
ence in  such  work.  Lieutenant  Vossler,  who  acted  in  that  capacity,  was  inex- 
perienced, though  willing  and  zealous,  and  his  inexperience  was  one  of  the  factors, 
no  one  of  them  very  important  by  itself,  which  made  up  a  considerable  total  of 
discomfort.  It  was  some  time  before  the  companies  seemed  to  realize  how  much 
could  be  done  by  exchanging  meat  (of  which  they  had  a  surplus,  especially  salt 
meat)  for  vegetables.  The  contractor  was  not  only  willing  to  facilitate  such 
exchange,  but  himself  started  the  system.  Appended  (marked  A)  will  be  found  a 
return  of  the  rations  issued  in  August  and  a  list  of  the  articles  exchanged  in  lieu 
of  meat  (marked  B) .  In  fact,  but  for  the  willingness  and  readiness  of  the  con 
tractor,  who  is  the  largest  dealer  in  the  market,  to  assist  them  there  would  have 
been  much  more  discomfort,  as  the  small  dealers  in  vegetables,  never  having  had 
to  handle  large  orders,  were  totally  unable  to  supply  even  when  the  means  to 
purchase  were  at  hand. 

These  complaints  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  (1)  Not  enough  to  eat;  (2) 
sleeping  on  the  ground;  (3)  a  great  deal  of  sickness,  many  deaths;  (4)  excessive 
drill  and  guard  duty;  (5)  misappropriation  of  money  by  officers. 

I  found  that  the  complaints  came  principally  from  two  companies,  M,  from 
Kingston,  and  C,  from  Albany.  I  questioned  a  number  of  noncommissioned  offi- 
cers and  men  from  each  company,  and  gave  every  man  in  both  companies  the 
fullest  opportunity  to  make  any  statement  he  desired.  They  all  agreed  substan- 
tially that  there  was  much  discomfort  and  some  privation  during  the  first  ten 
days  or  two  weeks.  They  said  the  meat  was  poor  and  often  poorly  cooked;  that 
they  were  practically  limited  to  beef  and  potatoes.  Coming  to  particulars,  I 
asked  them  if  they  had  ever  been  without  meat  for  twenty-four  hours.  They  said 
they  had  not,  but  on  several  occasions  had  only  meat  once.  I  asked  them  if  they 
had  ever  known  of  a  man  begging  for  food.  They  said  they  had  not.  I  asked 
them  if  they  believed  the  story.  They  said  no.  I  asked  them  if  they  ever  had 
more  than  two  drills  a  day,  and  they  said  no.  When  asked  what  was  their  own 
explanation  of  their  privations,  they  gave  the  following:  They  did  not  always  get 
all  their  ration;  Lieutenant  Vossler  did  not  always  make  a  fair  distribution  of 
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rations  sent  in  bulk.  In  Company  C  there  was  no  forethought  on  the  part  of  the 
cook;  instead  of  portioning  out  their  ten  days'  supply  they  lived  well  for  four  or 
five  days,  poorly  for  two  or  three,  and  barely  pulled  through  at  the  end;  the 
cooking  was  poor,  and  when  vegetables  were  spoiled  nobody  seemed  to  know  how 
to  go  to  work  to  replace  them;  the  officers  did  not  inspect  meals  regularly.  In 
Company  M  they  said  both  their  officers  and  their  cooks  did  as  well  as  they  could; 
the  captain  inspected  regularly,  and  the  ration  was  not  wasted.  Both  companies 
disclaimed  any  idea  of  misappropriation. 

It  is  significant  that  C  has  the  worst  record  for  confinements  and  arrests  of  any 
company  in  the  regiment,  and  M  has  shown  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  Colonel 
Barber  being  compelled  on  one  occasion  to  publicly  reprimand  them  for  a  highly 
insubordinate  petition. 

The  result  of  my  investigation,  in  which  I  exhausted  every  means  of  informa- 
tion I  could  think  of,  is  that,  of  the  first  complaint,  it  was  true  that  there  was 
considerable  privation  from  the  standpoint  of  garrison  service;  nothing  worth 
speaking  of  from  the  standpoint  of  the  field.  What  would  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  have  thought  of  a  complaint  that  they  only  had  meat  once  a  day?  For 
this  privation  circumstances  and  the  shortcomings  of  the  volunteer  system  are 
about  equally  responsible. 

The  two  most  serious  difficulties  were  want  of  transportation  and  poor  quality 
of  meat.  Both  were  unavoidable.  The  great  experience  and  ability  of  Colonel 
Ruhlen  are  a  guarantee  that  he  exhausted  all  means  to  supply  the  first  defect, 
the  causes  of  which  he  explained  to  me  fully. 

The  beef  is  undeniably  poor.  I  looked  into  the  thing  thoroughly  while  inspect- 
ing the  commissary  department.  The  cattle  are  lean.  The  grass  on  the  island, 
in  common  with  most  tropical  countries,  seems  to  have  little  nourishing  quality. 
I  saw  a  pair  of  young  carriage  horses,  belonging  to  a  well-to-do  gentleman,  just 
taken  off  the  best  pasture  available.  They  looked  actually  starved.  I  saw  the 
freshly  killed  beef.  It  was  dark,  lean,  and  wanting  in  blood,  and  if  cooked  at 
once  would  have  been  scarcely  eatable.  After  six  to  ten  days  in  cold  storage, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  plants  I  ever  saw,  it  greatly  improved,  but  is  at  best  poor. 
1  scarcely  touched  beef  during  my  stay  on  the  island,  the  best  beef  of  the  best 
hotel  was  so  uneatable.  To  get  really  good  beef  every  animal  would  have  to  be 
stall-fed,  which,  at  contract  price,  would  immediately  bankrupt  the  contractor. 
Pork  in  that  climate  is  repulsive,  except  with  beans  about  once  or  twice  a  week, 
and  the  methods  by  which  the  regular  soldier  saves  his  pork  and  gets  either 
money  or  the  value  in  fresh  beef  seemed  not  to  be  understood  or  practiced  at 
first. 

As  mentioned  above,  the  local  dealers  in  vegetables  were  unprepared  for  such 
large  orders  and  could  not  at  first  fill  them. 

After  making  all  allowances  for  circumstances,  a  considerable  part  of  the  pri- 
vation was  due  to  the  shortcomings  of  the  volunteer  organization.  Of  Captain 
Lydig  only  this  can  be  said,  which  is  scarcely  criticism:  He  is  able,  an  indefati- 
gable worker,  and  had  at  Chickamauga  much  valuable  experience.  He  was 
never  obstructive — on  the  contrary,  anxious  and  willing  to  help — and  the  con- 
tractor has  deserved  the  gratitude  of  every  man  in  that  regiment  by  inaugurating 
the  system  of  exchange,  which  has  resulted  in  one  of  the  best-contented  regi- 
ments, at  the  time  of  my  inspection,  in  the  Department.  The  most  that  can  be 
said  is  that  Captain  Lydig  naturally  was  cautious  about  incurring  any  responsi- 
bility. It  is  only  the  experienced  officer  who  in  a  crisis  jumps  in  with  both  feet, 
taking  what  seems  a  big  risk,  knowing  that  in  the  end  he  must  be  sustained. 

The  great  difference  underlying  the  two  organizations,  regular  and  volunteer, 
is  that  the  regular  officer  has  been  taught  from  the  day  he  comes  into  the  service 
to  look  out  first  for  his  men  and  then  for  himself,  and  knows  how  to  do  it.  The 
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volunteer  is  apt  to  make  himself  comfortable  first  and  then  to  think  of  his  men's 
comfort,  and  does  not  know  the  quick  and  effective  way  to  secure  it.  An  apt 
illustration  occurred  in  this  very  matter  of  food.  A  battalion  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Infantry  arrived  just  about  the  time  when  this  difficulty  of  supply  was  at 
its  height.  Before  the  command  was  off  the  transport  the  ration  returns  were 
in  the  commissary's  hands,  and  the  rations  on  their  way  to  camp  before  the  bat- 
talion left  the  wharf.  In  the  New  York  regiment  the  companies  got  out  to  camp 
a  considerable  time  before  their  rations. 

When  Captain  Lydig  asked  for  an  officer  as  a  distributing  commissary,  Lieu- 
tenant Vossler  was  detailed.  He  had  little  experience  and  the  companies  suffered 
while  he  was  learning  his  business.  The  officers  were  slow  in  managing  an 
exchange  and  did  not  utilize  their  pork  tc  the  best  purpose,  drawing  it  and  cook- 
ing it  when  it  was  repulsive  to  a  majority  of  men  in  that  climate.  Cooking  was 
in  many  cases  poor  and  often  wasteful,  and  the  rations  were  not  always  appor- 
tioned judiciously  among  the  days  they  had  to  last.  In  one  word,  managing  a 
company  mess  so  as  to  make  the  ration  go  as  far  as  possible  and  cooking  it  so  as 
to  make  it  palatable  are  perhaps  two  of  the  hardest  things  a  new  organization 
has  to  learn,  and  that  they  had  not  learned  it  at  that  stage  of  their  service  was 
evident. 

Colonel  Barber  and  Major  Emmett,  both  capable  and  experienced  officers,  could 
not  supply  the  shortcomings  of  company  commanders  and  cooks.  The  experi- 
ence in  the  New  York  National  Guard  was  practically  worthless  in  these  matters. 
Whatever  use  the  State  camp  may  serve,  unless  it  has  changed  its  whole  system 
since  my  acquaintance  with  it,  it  teaches  absolutely  nothing  about  rations  or 
handling  them.  A  caterer  did  and,  I  believe,  does  feed  the  troops.  A  Pennsyl- 
vania regiment  of  their  National  Guard  would  have  fared  much  better  here. 

In  regard  to  sleeping  on  the  ground:  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  every  foot 
of  lumber  in  the  hands  of  the  quartermaster  was  sent  under  special  orders  to 
build  quarters  as  speedily  as  possible  before  the  rains  set  in.  He  had  no  right  to 
divert  it  nor  would  it  have  been  wisdom  to  do  it.  Any  temporary  discomfort 
incurred  in  a  mild  climate  and  dry  soil  was  a  drop  in  the  bucket  to  what  leaving 
men  in  tents  in  tropical  rains  would  have  brought  on.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
buying  local  lumber.  It  simply  wasn't  to  be  had.  It  was  days  before  the  com- 
panies could  get  enough  to  put  a  rail  over  their  sinks. 

A  large  amount  of  sickness. — From  the  time  the  regiment  arrived  up  to  the  date 
of  my  inspection  the  sick  report  had  been  increasing,  until  it  attained  a  propor- 
tion of  23  per  cent.  The  causes  were:  First.  No  sewerage  on  the  island,  all  cess- 
pools. Second.  A  malarious  belt,  caused  by  low-lying,  flat  land,  intersected  by 
ditches  and  pools  of  water,  practically  stagnant  for  purposes  of  cultivating  taro, 
rice,  and  bananas.  Both  Camp  Otis  and  Camp  McKinley  are  in  this  belt,  and  both 
very  near  Kapilani  Park,  a  network  of  canals,  really  stagnant  ditches.  Every 
report  of  the  board  of  health  is  misleading,  as  they  started  with  the  contention 
that  a  city  of  flat  ground,  without  a  single  sewer,  in  a  semitropical  climate,  sur- 
rounded with  a  network  of  ditches,  was  free  from  malarious  and  typhoid  germs, 
and  to  maintain  this  illogical  and  false  theory  they  have  endeavored  to  throw  all 
the  blame  on  the  military  authorities.  The  principal  newspaper  is  the  organ  of 
Dr.  Smith,  prominent  in  this  board,  and  is  simply  his  mouthpiece.  There  was 
no  ground  that  could  be  procured  at  the  time  outside  of  this  malarial  belt  that 
was  accessible  for  supplies.  Third.  Facilities  for  boiling  water  were  not  availa- 
ble for  the  first  two  weeks,  and  at  all  times  much  unboiled  water  was  drank  out 
of  camp,  besides  bad  liquor  and  worse  temperance  drinks,  made  of  liquid  sewerage. 
Fourth.  Much  unripe  fruit  and  other  unwholesome  things  were  eaten.  Men 
exposed  themselves  to  night  air,  and  the  laws  of  health  violated  in  many  ways. 
Fifth.  There  was  at  first  some  unsanitary  conditions  of  camps  and  sinks.     While 
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the  sick  report  has  been  alarmingly  large,  most  cases  have  been  mild.  The  num- 
ber of  cases  from  all  causes  has  been  less  than  3  per  cent  of  the  command;  from 
typhoid  fever,  less  than  10  per  cent  of  cases.  The  city  mortality  from  typhoid  was 
about  20  per  cent  of  cases. 

Excessive  drill  and  guard  duty.— Simply  a  falsehood;  never  more  than  two 
drills;  since  arriving  at  the  islands,  practically  one.  The  man  who  complains 
of  being  on  guard  once  in  two  weeks  is  an  ignoramus  or  a  mischief -making  cur. 

Misappropriation. — I  couldn't  find  a  shadow  of  evidence  or  a  single  man  who 
believed  it.  Company  funds  were  small  and  the  company  books  were  carelessly 
kept,  but  the  officers  are  men  of  high  character  and  beyond  suspicion,  even  if 
anything  were  suggested. 

General  remarks.— These  statements  are  either  pure  lies— like  excessive  drill 
and  guard  duty— or  gross  exaggerations.  I  found  the  man  who  started  the  story 
about  begging,  etc.,  and  he  said  he  had  been  misquoted  by  papers  at  home  and 
had  written  to  deny  the  story.  The  letters  say  if  privates  and  noncommissioned 
officers  are  allowed  to  testify,  something  will  come  out.  They  were  not  only 
allowed,  but  invited  and  requested.  After  getting  all  names  of  men  who  might 
have  special  knowledge,  I  called  up  a  large  number  of  noncommissioned  officers 
and  privates,  taking  them  chiefly  from  the  companies  where  dissatisfaction  had 
been  most  prevalent.  Not  one  direct  or  tangible  charge  was  made  beyond  criti- 
cism of  methods  and  in  Company  C  a  charge  that  inspections  of  meat  were  not 
regularly  made. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  a  full  outline  of  the  case,  and  will  say  in  conclusion 
that  Colonel  Barber  has  been  the  victim  of  about  as  much  and  as  gross  misrepre- 
sentation as  any  man  in  the  late  war.  He  incurred  the  enmity  of  Dr.  Smith,  and 
through  him  of  the  board  of  health,  by  resenting  such  meddling  with  his  command 
as  implied  that  he  was  a  fool,  and  all  the  press  reports  have  been  colored  by  this 
powerful  influence. 

Colonel  Barber  has  been  indefatigable  in  looking  after  the  health  and  welfare 
of  his  command.  He  is  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  good  executive  ability. 
Major  Emmet  is  also  a  most  valuable  officer  and  has  been  devoted  to  his  men  and 
his  duties.  After  making  all  allowances  for  existing  conditions,  I  am  convinced 
that  most  of  these  letters  were  written  under  the  influence  of  a  species  of  nostalgia, 
known  in  the  islands  as  the  booboo  fever,  which  is  made  up  of  homesickness  and 
the  depression  due  to  an  enervating  climate  and  malarious  influence.  Many 
things  stated  are  absolutely  false,  all  grossly  exaggerated,  as  the  story  of  130 
deaths  at  Presidio.  At  that  post  two  men  died,  one  from  mania  a  potu.  Proba- 
bly the  writers  thought  if  they  could  get  their  local  papers  to  take  these  stories 
up  there  might  be  a  chance  of  getting  the  regiment  ordered  home. 

Not  one  single  man  volunteered  a  word,  and  the  most  rigid  questioning  could 
elicit  nothing  more  than  I  have  given  above. 

Very  respectfully,  Edward  Field, 

Major,  Second  Artillery,  Acting  Inspector-General. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  8,  1899. 
The  Commission  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  War 
with  Spain. 
Sirs:  I  transmit  herewith  extract  from  cable  message  from  Lieut.  Col.  Eugene 
T.  Wilson,  purchasing  and  depot  commissary  at  Santiago,  Cuba,  dated   7th 
instant,  relative  to  the  supply  of  beef  to  troops  at  that  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
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[Cable  message.] 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  7,  1899. 
Commissary-General,  Washington. 

[Extract.] 
******  *• 

Am  killing  best  West  Indian  cattle  from  Jamaica;  refrigerated  beef  infinitely 
superior;  troops  much  prefer  it;  have  issued  and  shipped  240,000  pounds  refriger- 
ated beef ;  every  ounce  has  reached  troops;  good  quality,  prime  in  condition.  If 
possible,  request  constant  supply. 

Wilson. 


To  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  Investigate  the  War  with  Spain. 

Sirs:  I  received  your  order  to  prepare  a  statement  of  what  I  personally  know 
of  the  facts  of  the  conditions  of  the  rations  issued  by  the  Commissary  Department 
during  the  late  campaign  in  Porto  Rico. 

Therefore,  I,  Frank  L.  Angier,  of  the  city  of  Streator,  State  of  Illinois,  late 
member  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  United  States  Army,  briefly  state  the  following: 

At  the  first  call  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  125,000  volunteers,  in 
April,  1898,  I  joined  the  regiment  to  which  I  belonged  in  the  National  Guards 
(Sixth  Illinois)  and  assembled  at  the  State  rendezvous  at  Springfield.  While 
there  the  rations  were  in  good  condition  that  were  issued  to  the  troop.  On  May 
17,  1898,  we  were  ordered  to  Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Virginia.  While  en  route 
we  were  issued  white  bread  and  canned  corned  beef,  which  was  in  good  condition. 
Arriving  at  Camp  Alger  we  were  immediately  issued  fresh  meat  and  some  hard- 
tack, and  also  white  bread.  That  that  was  first  issued  was  good,  but  from  the 
15th  of  June,  1898,  until  July  4,  1898,  the  meat  was  at  times  in  very  poor  condi- 
tion. It  would  have  a  bad  odor  and  be  covered  with  large  dark  blotches,  as  if  it 
had  decayed  in  spots.  When  the  company  cooks  objected,  the  regimental  com- 
missary generally  overcame  their  objections  by  an  extra  issue  of  some  other 
article  on  the  ration  list. 

I  can  speak  of  what  I  know  of  several  regiments,  as  I  was  a  mounted  orderly 
for  Major-General  Butler  and  so  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  the  men  in  the 
line  of  the  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  and  knowing  what  their  subsist- 
ence was  composed  mainly  of  and  its  condition. 

On  July  5, 1898, 1  rejoined  my  regiment  and  started  for  the  front  (as  we  believed 
at  that  time  was  Santiago  de  Cuba) ;  marched  to  Dunn-Loring,  Va.,  and  took  the 
train  over  the  Southern  Railroad  to  Charleston,  S.  C.  There,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1898,  we  took  up  quarters  awaiting  the  steamer  for  the  seat  of  war.  While  we 
were  there  the  rations  were  also  in  good  condition. 

On  July  20  we  left  Charleston  on  the  Mobile,  which  had  on  board  the  equal  of 
two  regiments,  the  main  body  was  the  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  and  about  (as 
near  as  I  could  find)  2,000  head  of  horses  and  mules.  On  the  fourth  day  out  the 
cooling  machines  stopped  (I  know  not  why),  and  when  we  landed  at  Ponce, 
Porto  Rico,  on  the  28th  of  July,  1898,  the  meat  issued  was  in  cans  familiary 
termed  canned,  roast,  and  boiled  beef  and  it  was  in  poor  condition.  On  landing, 
the  salt  pork  unloaded  was  rancid  and  full  of  worms. 

A  detachment  of  our  regiment  (two  companies)  did  provost  duty  in  Port  Ponce, 
and  the  meat  and  hard-tack  issued  was  in  fair,  but  not  good  condition.  We  also 
had  coffee,  beans,  tomatoes,  canned  beef,  and  salmon.  When  we  started  across 
Porto  Rico,  we  were  issued  beef  killed  on  the  island.  The  beef  was  killed  in  the 
afternoon  about  3.30  or  4  o'clock,  and  it  was  dressed,  cooked,  and  ready  to  eat  at 
6.30  in  the  evening. 
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This  shows  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  meat,  but  the  butchers  did  not  give  it 
time  to  lose  its  animal  heat.    This  brought  on  bowel  troubles  among  the  men. 

Now  as  to  the  pork,  it  was  in  the  majority  of  cases  wormy,  but  at  times  there 
was  some  issued  in  fair  condition.  This  would  not  have  been  so  bad  if  we  could 
have  had  all  we  wished  to  eat  of  it. 

The  hard-tack  was  in  all  cases  after  the  first  week  or  ten  days  either  black,  or  a 
kind  of  a  blue  black,  such  as  English-speaking  natives  called  tropical  mold. 
Again,  it  would  be  stringy  and  to  lift  one  up,  there  would  adhere  by  fine  strands, 
like  spider  webs,  four  or  five  others.  The  above  the  surgeons  said  were  unfit  for 
use  for  troops,  and  while  they  could  trade  the  hard-tack  to  the  natives  for  milk, 
fruit,  and  cigars,  the  officers  would  not  allow  it.  The  tomatoes  were  in  pretty  good 
condition;  also  the  canned  corn  and  salmon.  The  coffee  had  a  very  bad  taste  and 
seemed  not  to  have  any  strength.  The  roast  and  canned  beef  was  decidedly  poor. 
If  a  can  was  left  in  the  heat  of  the  sun  for  an  hour,  it  fermented,  or  rotted,  and 
the  cans  would  burst  like  rotten  eggs.  When  it  was  at  its  best  it  was  very  fatty 
and  rather  tasteless.  It  contained  no  salt,  and  seemed  to  contain  nothing  to 
build  up  the  system  or  keep  up  what  vitality  there  was. 

While  there  I  was  taken  with  the  mountain  fever  and  taken  to  the  hospital  at 
Ututado,  Porto  Rico.  I  was  very  weak,  and  the  only  thing  given  us  to  eat  was 
rice  boiled,  but  more  often  burned;  it  was  not  very  strengthening. 

As  for  the  medical  department,  it  was  poor,  as  the  surgeons  said  to  me  that  they 
had  not  the  proper  medicines  to  treat  our  different  cases.  The  only  drugs  they 
seemed  to  have  were  quinine,  castor  oil,  salts,  potash,  salicylic  acid,  and  a  few 
other  simple  drugs.  It  was  not  the  fault  of  the  department,  but  inexperience  in 
treating  and  feeding  troops  in  a  tropical  climate.  Lastly,  I  will  tell  what  I  know 
of  the  beef.  There  was  some  unloaded  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico.  Where  it  came 
from  I  know  not,  but  it  was  all  black  when  it  was  brought  out  for  use  for  the  pro- 
vost guard  at  Porto  Ponce,  and  when  we  remonstrated  they  told  us  it  was  no  use, 
so  part  of  it  was  used  and  part  thrown  away. 

Aside  from  the  poorness  of  the  rations,  and  the  weather,  we  also  must  lay  some 
blame  on  the  water,  which  contained  no  lime,  and  instead  of  tending  to  constipa- 
tion it  was  a  powerful  purgative,  and  that,  with  the  poor  rations  which  were  issued 
and  used  by  the  troops,  aggravated  bowel  troubles. 

At  one  time  there  were  over  700  of  the  boys  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  who  were  unfit 
for  duty  with  this  complaint,  which,  because  of  their  weakness,  was  fatal  to  some, 
and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that  part  of  the  deaths  from  disease  was  brought  on 
by  weakness  which  was  the  result  of  poor  and  unwholesome  food. 

For  myself,  I  will  say  I  lost  one  eye,  which  physicians  say  was  the  result  of  not 
enough  nourishment  during  the  fever.  Yet  I  for  myself  do  not  lay  blame  upon 
all  supplies  issued,  as  when  they  left  the  United  States  some  were  wholesome,  but 
the  tropical  climate  was  responsible  for  their  condition,  it  raining  every  day  and 
being  so  hot;  yet  I  fully  believe  the  canned  beef  was  not  fit  to  be  eaten,  nor  do  I 
believe  it  was  the  fault  of  anyone  but  the  packers,  as  some  cans  were  fully  one- 
half  fat  and  water. 

I  submit  this  statement  according  to  your  orders  of  January  19,  1899,  of  what  I 
personally  know. 

Obediently,  Frank  L.  Angier, 

Late  Sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 

State  of  Illinois,  La  Salle  County,  City  of  Streator,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  this  day  Frank  L.  Angier  and  states  upon  oath 
that  the  above  statement  is  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  January,  1899. 

[seal.]  S.  R.  Angier, 

Notary  Public,  Streator,  El. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  DOCUMENTS,  PAPERS,  AFF- DAVITS,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO  THE 
AMOUNT  OF  BEEF  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  ARMY,  ITS  CHARACTER,  ETC. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  of  Inspector-General, 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  July  11,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  request  of  the  Commissary-General,  on  July  7  I  had 
the  honor  to  inspect  a  shipment  of  canned  beef,  canned  by  Armour  &  Co. 
(239,000  pounds) ,  invoiced  by  West,  commissary-general  at  New  Orleans,  June 
22.  It  arrived  here  June  27  and  28;  entire  invoice  was  stamped  and  inspected, 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  Dr.  S.  F.  Bennett,  inspector. 

It  was  partly  in  cases  containing  twelve  6-pound  tins,  and  partly  in  cases  con- 
taining twenty-four  2-pound  tins. 

A  board  of  survey  had  previously  started  upon- it,  but  owing  to  some  misunder- 
standing had  left  their  work  undone.  I  began  by  opening  every  case.  Some 
sixty  cases  were  opened.  In  those  sixty  cases  I  found  fourteen  6-pound  and  nine 
2-pound  tins  that  had  burst,  and  the  effervescent  putrid  contents  of  which  were 
distributed  all  over  the  cases.  These  were  ordered  destroyed  and  were  at  once 
burned. 

The  chief  sanitary  officer  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville  requested  that  the  cases 
containing  rotten  meat  should  be  immediately  removed  from  the  city  limits  as  it 
was  prejudicial  to  the  public  health.  I  consequently  ordered  every  case  stained 
with  rotten  beef  to  be  set  on  one  side,  and  on  July  8  condemned  every  such  case. 
There  was  altogether  276  cases  of  6-pound  tins  (19,872  pounds)  and  481  cases  of 
12-pound  tins  (23,088  pounds)  that  were  stained  and  evidently  contained  one  or 
more  cases  of  putrid  beef.  This  was  in  addition  to  the  102  pounds  burned  on 
July  7.  They  were  condemned,  placed  on  a  car,  and  conveyed  to  the  public 
crematory  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville.  The  chief  of  sanitary  police  then  expressed 
his  willingness  to  have  Armour  &  Co.  overhaul  the  shipment  and  save  what  they 
could.  Armour  &  Co.,  through  their  local  representatives,  have  agreed  to  take 
back  this  entire  cargo  (42,960  pounds)  and  to  replace  it  with  good  beef. 

The  cause  of  damage  seems  to  have  been  the  imperfect  soldering  on  the  edges 
of  the  cans  and  of  the  vent  holes  on  top  of  cans.  I  found  the  cans  in  most  cases 
bulged  and  in  many  cases  burst,  and  filled  with  maggots  and  putrid  liquid 
filth.     I  deemed  it  better  to  return  every  doubtful  case  to  Armour  &  Co. 

I  may  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  local  representatives  of  Armour  &  Co.  agreed 
in  this  disposition,  and  in  the  future  will  accept  any  case  concerning  which  there 
is  any  question,  keeping  a  representative  at  the  freight  office  to  receive  and  allow 
for  every  case  concerning  which  there  is  any  doubt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  two  letters  from  the  sanitary  office,  and  remain, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Curtis  Guild,  Jr. 

A  true  copy: 
O.  E.  Wood, 

IAeutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
406 
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Chicago,  October  4,  189S. 
Hon.  Evan  G.  Howell, 

Commission  Investigating  United  States  War  Department. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  mailing  to  the  Commission  investigating  the  War 
Department,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  a  letter  requesting  information  as  to  the  proper 
form  required  to  lay  charges  before  you. 

The  letter  conveyed  outlines  of  the  charges  of  what  appears  to  be  criminal  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  some  of  the  officials. 

These  charges  I  desire  to  properly  formulate  and  if  offered  opportunity,  prove, 
to  the  end  that  justice  may  prevail  and  other  disasters  be  averted. 

The  receipt  of  my  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  has  not  been  acknowledged,  nor  have 
I  been  furnished  with  the  form  stated  in  daily  papers  as  required  by  your  com- 
mission. 

I  respectfully  request  the  information  necessary  to  enable  me  to  proceed  in  this 
matter  in  due  form  and  course. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  W.  Clarke  Marshall, 

6653  Harvard  Avenue,  Chicago. 


Chicago,  November  8,  1898. 
Hon.  James  A.  Sexton, 

Care  of  Commission  of  Investigation. 
Dear  Sir:  Referring  to  our  short  conversation  this  a.  m.,  I  desire  to  say  that 
as  the  informal  charges  laid  by  me  before  the  Commission  will  touch  important 
commercial  interests,  which  will  defend  themselves  with  power,  I  have,  after  due 
consideration,  concluded  to  put  the  charges  in  writing,  verify  them  by  affidavit, 
and  then  submit  myself  under  oath  to  an  examination  of  your  committee,  along 
the  lines  which  the  written  charges  and  statements  may  indicate.  I  will  hand 
the  paper  to  you  to-morrow  morning  and  present  myself  as  a  witness  at  the  p.  m. 
session. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  W.  Clarke  Marshall, 

6653  Harvard  Avenue,  Chicago. 


Chicago,  September  22, 1898. 
To  the  War  Department  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  There  has  within  the  last  few  years  been  added  to  the  army  ration, 
without  reliable  analysis,  and  without  any  necessity  on  the  score  of  economy,  or 
any  other  known  and  valid  reason,  an  article  purporting  to  be  food  of  a  healthful 
character,  but  which  a  knowledge  of  its  manufacture  and  an  intelligent  analytic 
examination  of  the  finished  product  show,  first,  that  it  is  made  very  often  from 
vile  and  otherwise  unmerchantable  materials;  second,  that  in  the  process  of 
manufacture  not  less  than  98  per  cent  of  the  nutrients  of  the  original  materials  is 
removed  or  destroyed,  and  that  as  a  consequence  the  remainder  is,  when  relied 
upon  as  food,  of  a  peculiarly  dangerous  character. 

I  am  able  to  show  this  by  the  testimony  of  every  chemist  of  high  repute,  and 
by  official  analyses  of  record.  And  I  state  here  that  many  millions  of  pounds  of 
this  worthless  stuff  was  purchased  by  the  Commissary  Department  and  served 
out  as  a  "  traveling  ration,"  or  as  an  emergency  ration,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
health  of  the  soldiers,  and  I  verily  believe  it  was  to  the  enforced  use  of  this  par- 
ticular ration  that  the  numerous  deaths  from  starvation,  or  from  simple  diseases 
arising  from  or  induced  by  inanition  occurred  before  Santiago. 

The  alleged  food  alluded  to  herein  is  known  as  "  Canned  corned  beef." 

I  desire  an  opportunity  to  make  good  before  you,  by  irrefragable  proofs,  these 
statements,  and  to  bring  home  to  the  medical  staff  the  evidence  of  its  negligence 
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and  incompetency,  to  the  ends  that  justice  may  prevail  and  danger  of  future  dis- 
asters be  eliminated. 

I  desire  to  be  informed  as  to  the  proper  form  in  which  charges  are  to  be  laid 
before  you. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours. 

W.  Clarke  Marshall, 
6653  Harvard  Avenue,  Chicago. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  22,  1S9S. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  the  Investigating  Committee. 

(Through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.) 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  newspaper  clippings  from  last 
evening's  Star  and  this  morning's  Post,  purporting  to  be  the  statements  made 
before  your  committee  by  Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles  in  regard  to  the  beef  furnished 
by  this  Department  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  Porto  Rico  and  elsewhere. 

The  astounding  nature  of  some  of  the  statements  requires,  in  justice  to  the 
Government  and  myself  and  for  the  proper  information  of  your  committee,  the 
truth  and  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  matters  stated  by  General  Miles,  and  which 
statements,  the  papers  state,  were  not  made  under  oath,  as  mine  and  all  others 
were.  I  respectfully  ask  that  the  committee  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  General 
Miles's  statements  and  any  reports  he  may  have  submitted  in  so  far  as  they  refer  to 
this  department  or  myself,  and  that  I  be  summoned  before  your  committee  to 
give  my  sworn  evidence  on  all  the  facts  in  my  possession  in  rebuttal  of  the  state- 
ments alleged  to  have  been  made  by  General  Miles.  This  course  is  all  the  more 
imperative  because  among  other  statements  that  I  am  prepared  to  rebut  is  the 
following,  which  I  quote:  "  General  Miles  suggested  that  the  food  was  sent  to  his 
large  army  under  pretense  of  an  experiment."  I  contend  that  the  only  proper 
interpretation  to  be  placed  upon  this  statement,  and  the  interpretation  that  will 
be  placed  upon  it  by  the  public  at  large,  is  that  if  this  food  was  sent  under  the 
"pretense  of  an  experiment "  it  must  have  been  because  there  existed  corruption 
or  some  other  equally  improper  motive.  I  refrain  from  characterizing  here  this 
statement  in  terms.     A  court  of  justice  can  do  that. 

While  it  is  very  far  from  my  intention  to  involve  the  committee  in  controversy 
of  any  kind,  I  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  not  just  that  the  statements  alleged 
to  have  been  made  by  General  Miles  should  go  unchallenged  or  unrefuted,  and 
claim  the  right  to  be  heard  in  rebuttal;  and  to  enable  me  to  do  this  it  seems  but 
fair  and  necessary  that  I  should  be  furnished  with  a  correct  report  of  his  state- 
ments to  your  committee  in  regard  to  the  Subsistence  Department  and  myself. 

I  desire  to  appear  before  the  committee  and  under  oath  meet  the  statements 
herein  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully,  Chas.  P.  Eagan, 

Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 


[Telegram.] 

Union  Stock  Yards,  III.,  December  24,  1898. 
Investigation  Commission, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Referring  to  that  part  of  General  Miles's  evidence  before  you  relating  to  meat 
supplied  the  Army,  as  reported  in  dispatches,  would  say  that  beef  furnished  by 
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Swift  &  Co.  was  pure  and  wholesome,  such  as  is  used  in  every  city  in  this  coun- 
try, and  emphatically  was  not  embalmed  or  subjected  to  any  process  for  preser- 
vation other  than  the  usual  refrigeration.  We  request  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard,  and  will  attend  at  any  time  you  appoint. 

Swift  &  Co. 


Jonesboro,  Tenn.,  December  31,  1898. 
War  Investigating  Commission, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sirs:  It  appears  that  those  who  furnished  that  rotten  canned  beef  for  the 
"  Santiago  expedition  "  are  going  to  contend  that  the  beef  was  all  O.  K. 

I  can  testify,  that  General  Miles's  statements  are  true.     The  beef  furnished  our 
regiment  was  in  such  bad  condition  that  it  made  myself  and  comrades  gag  to 
think  of  eating  it.     The  most  we  had  on  our  transport,  the  Iroquois,  was  thrown 
overboard,  because  it  was  an  impossibility  to  eat  it. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

John  J.  Burleson, 
Private,  Company  C,  Seventh  U.  S.  Infantry. 


Office  of  American  Grocer, 

New  York,  January  6,  1899. 
General  Eagan, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  It  would  be  unfortunate  for  the  reputation  of  American  tinned 
meats  abroad  if  they  should  be  unjustly  discredited  by  our  Government.  My 
old  firms— H.  K.  &  F.  B.  Thurber  &  Co.,  Thurber,  Whyland  &  Co.,  and  The 
Thurber-Whyland  Company — have  sold  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cases  of  both 
roast  beef  and  corned  beef  in  tins  during  the  past  thirty  years  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  trade  for  expeditions  to  the  Arctics  and  the  Tropics,  and  I  never 
knew  a  well-authenticated  case  of  unwholesomeness.  If  my  testimony  to  this 
effect  would  be  desirable  in  the  present  controversy,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  testify. 
Gen.  John  P.  Hawkins,  ex-commissary  of  subsistence,  retired,  and  General 
Greely  would  also  be  valuable  witnesses.  I  believe  they  are  living  in  Washington. 
Faithfully,  yours, 

F.  B.  Thurber. 

P.  S. — If  you  wire  me,  I  can  be  in  Washington  any  day  next  week  except 
Wednesday. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  7,  1899. 
Respectfully  referred  (through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army)  to  the  Commission  to 
investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  recommending  that  Mr. 
Francis  B.  Thurber,  one  of  the  greatest  and  largest  wholesale  grocers  in  America,  he  invited  to 
appear  before  the  Commission. 

Charles  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Second  indorsement.] 
War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  January  9, 1899. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building,  city. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Wm.  H.  Carter, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Middletown,  Ohio,  January  12,  1899. 
Commissary-General  Eagan,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  read  with  regret  and  much  surprise  the  charges  made  by  army  offi- 
cers as  to  the  quality  of  the  beef  issued  to  the  Army  during  the  late  war  with 
Spain. 

I  was  for  six  months  captain  of  Company  L,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
during  which  time  I  gave  the  matter  of  rations  my  particular  attention,  and  I  can 
honestly  say  that  the  beef  issued  to  the  troops  at  Chickamauga,  Tampa,  Fernan- 
dina,  and  Jacksonville  was  first  class  in  every  respect  and  superior  to  the  beef 
furnished  by  the  butchers  of  this  city.  Only  in  one  instance  had  I  any  occasion 
to  complain  of  the  meat  rations,  and  that  was  at  Jacksonville,  when  there  was 
issued  to  my  company  some  beef  that  was  tainted,  and  which  was  promptly  reis- 
sued upon  my  complaining  to  General  Keifer. 

I  have  frequently  made  this  statement  through  the  columns  of  my  paper,  The 
Journal,  since  being  mustered  out  of  the  service. 

Respectfully,  W.  M.  Sullivan, 

Late  Captain,  Company  L,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry. 

[First  indorsement.] 
War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  lit,  1899. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  with  request  that  this  letter  be 
sont  to  the  Commission  on  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with 
Spain. 

Charles  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary- General  of  Subsistence. 
[Second  indorsement.] 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  Washington,  January  16, 1899'. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  of  the  Commission  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building,  city. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Wm.  H.  Carter, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  7,  1899. 
Maj.  Stephen  C.  Mills, 

Recorder,  Commission  to  Investigate  the 

Conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  War  with  Spain. 
Major:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  transmit  herewith  a  list  of  the 
firms,  and  their  addresses,  interested  in  the  beef  matter. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


Armour  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111.;  Swift  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111.;  Nelson, Morris  &  Co., 
Chicago,  111.;  J.  Dold  Packing  Company,  Kansas  City,  Mo. ;  Schwartzschild,  Sulz- 
burger  &  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.;  Armour  Packing  Company,  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
Cudahy  Packing  Company,  South  Omaha,  Nebr. 


Blythebourne,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  January  16,  1899. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin, 

Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army. 

My  Dear  General:  Anent  the  beef  question  I  have  a  suggestion,  based  upon 

experience,  which  may  be  of  service.     I  served  as  apothecary  and  virtual  acting 

surgeon  on  board  the  Wasp,  Lieutenant  Ward  (now  of  the  Panther) ,  commander, 
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through  the  war,  and  was  down  in  the  West  Indies  from  April  to  September.  We 
had  several  lots  of  refrigerated  beef  on  board,  and  after  each  there  was  much 
sickness.  But  the  beef  shipped  to  the  Navy  was  the  best  I  ever  tasted,  and  I 
consider  myself  a  fair  judge. 

A  little  reflection  convinced  me  what  the  cause  of  the  trouble  was.  The  men, 
after  living  on  "salt  horse"  and  mess  pork,  both  of  inferior  quality,  did  more  than 
justice  to  the  fresh  provisions,  gorging  themselves  three  times  a  day,  the  result 
being  what  might  easily  have  been  predicted,  especially  under  the  climatic  condi- 
tions prevailing,  intestinal  and  gastric  troubles. 

Our  beef  came  from  various  supply  ships,  but  the  result  was  the  same  in  each 
case.  I  had  about  sixty  men  under  my  care,  and  my  medical  records  will  show, 
compared  with  the  log,  how  the  fresh  beef  crowded  the  sick  list. 

It  is  true  that  the  beef  did  not  always  look  pretty,  but  it  was  an  exceptionally 
fine  grade  of  meat  and  absolutely  free  from  taint  or  trace  of  any  foreign  substance, 
though,  as  all  cold-storage  victuals  will  do,  it  became  very  offensive  when  it  did 
begin  to  decompose. 

A  word  also  about  the  canned  roast  beef.  I  found  that  such  as  was  bought  in 
the  grocery  and  ship  chandlery  stores  at  Key  West  was  equally  poor  with  what 
came  from  the  supply  ships. 

Native  beef  was  tried  at  Key  West  and  Cuban  and  Porto  Rican  ports,  but  was 
always  a  failure — tough,  flavorless,  and  soon  tainted. 

Kindly  refer  this,  if  of  any  use  at  all,  where  it  may  do  the  most  good,  and 
believe  me,  yours,  faithfully, 

Henry  de  Witte. 
[Indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  17,  1899. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


New  York,  January  17,  1899. 
President's  Commission  Investigating  the  Recent  Conduct  of  the  War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  In  view  of  the  difficulties  which  appear  to  surround  the  deter- 
mining of  the  actual  facts  connected  with  the  beef  supply  furnished  our  troops 
in  Cuba,  I  venture  to  offer  for  your  consideration  the  following  suggestion,  which, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  determine  through  the  press,  has  not  been,  up  to  the 
present,  acted  upon,  namely: 

That  an  effort  be  made  to  determine  whether  the  beef  supply  from  any  one  ship 
was  uniformly  considered  good  and  from  another  bad,  and  then  whether  any 
method  of  explaining  such  difference  can  be  found. 

I  am  not  familiar  enough  with  the  routine  to  know  whether  the  ships  supply- 
ing beef  to  the  Navy  furnished  supplies  for  them  exclusively  or  whether  the  same 
beef  was  furnished  the  troops  on  land.  I  can,  however,  state  from  experience 
that  the  beef  supplied  the  men  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Yankee  was  good,  and  from  having 
seen  it  before  being  cooked  I  know  that  it  did  not  present  a  different  appearance 
from  the  beef  seen  in  the  New  York  markets.  The  conclusion,  therefore,  is  that 
if  the  same  ships  supplied  the  troops  on  land  that  their  beef  was  probably  sub- 
jected to  the  same  treatment,  and  that  if  data  are  forthcoming  as  to  whether 
that  particular  meat  was  satisfactory  or  the  reverse  the  conclusion  must  be 
reached  that  the  beef  spoiled  after  being  landed.  In  one  or  two  instances  our 
beef  was  slightly  tainted  when  served,  but  this  might  readily  be  accounted  for 
through  the  fact  that  this  meat  was  hung  for  some  time  between  decks,  not  on  ice, 
and  after  being  distributed  to  the  several  messes  was  not  immediately  cooked. 
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While  on  the  subject  would  say  that  nearly  all  of  the  salt  pork  which  was 
served  to  us  was  unfit  for  use,  and  that  most  of  the  messes  did  not  draw  any 
pork  except  when  obliged  to  do  so  (taking  in  its  place  other  supplies),  and  when 
obliged  to  draw  it  they  immediately  threw  it  overboard,  or  if  cooked  it  was  not 
eaten,  as  it  was  unquestionably  spoiled.  It  was  claimed  by  some  that  the  barrels 
which  were  marked  "  May,  1898,"  had  originally  been  marked  "  1888"  and  the 
figures  changed  as  above. 

This  communication  is  sent  in  the  hope  that  it  may  throw  some  light  upon  the 
matter  and  with  the  expressed  request  that  it  shall  not  reach  the  press. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Frank  S.  Howells, 
Ex-Seaman,  U.  S.  S.  Yankee. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  19,  1899. 
Gen.  G.  A.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  When  complaints  were  received  that  an  inferior  quality  of  meat  was  fur- 
nished the  troops,  due  notice  of  such  complaints  required  that  the  matter  should 
be  investigated.  I  therefore  called  for  reports,  through  the  proper  military  chan- 
nels, from  commanding  officers  of  the  United  States  troops,  and  up  to  the  time  of 
receiving  an  invitation  to  appear  before  your  board  I  had  received  fourteen.  These 
were  from  those  who  had  served  in  Cuba  and  had  returned  to  the  United  States. 
Being  nearer,  their  reports  were  more  promptly  rendered.  Since  then  other 
reports  have  been  received  from  troops  serving  in  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba,  and  also 
from  volunteers.  As  soon  as  these  can  be  properly  classified  copies  or  extracts  of 
same  will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration.  A  partial  list  is  inclosed  herewith. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-Oeneral  Commanding. 


Extracts  from   letters,   reports,  etc.,  from  officers,   enlisted  men,  and  civilians 
relative  to  refrigerated  and  canned  beef. 


Date. 


Name  and  address. 


Brief. 


Jan.     5 


A.  H.  Bowman,  major, 
Second  United  States 
Infantry. 


Jan.     3 


Preston  Brown,  second 
lie'utenant,  Second 
Infantry,  Company  K. 


In  response  to  circular  letter  of  Dec.  30,  from  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  calling  for  reports  as  to  results  obtained 
from  the  use  of  canned  roast  beef  during  the  campaigns 
in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  incloses  reports  of  six  company 
commanders,  Second  United  States  Infantry,  who  were 
present  with  their  companies  there,  and  adds:  "I  served 
with  and  commanded  a  battalion  of  the  Ninth  Infantry 
during  the  campaign  in  Cuba,  was  constantly  among  the 
men  of  my  command,  and  know  from  observation  and 
frequent  complaint  the  canned  roast  beef  was  regarded 
with  great  disfavor  by  men  who  were  trained  soldiers 
and  not  given  to  finding  fault  with  their  rations,  that 
from  personal  knowledge  (having  to  eat  it)  this  beef 
was  unpalatable  to  a  hungry  man.  I  was  ill  several 
hours  during  the  night  of  the  10th  or  11th  of  July  from 
eating  of  a  stew  made  of  this  beef. 

I  consider  the  roast  beef  issued  us  during  the  Santiago 
campaign  unfit  for  use.  It  was  repulsive  both  in  look 
and  taste,  and  seemed  to  have  been  made  from  scraps  of 
the  carcass  that  could  not  otherwise  be  used.  None  of 
my  men  would  eat  it  if  any  substitute  could  be  obtained. 
A  number  of  them  said  it  had  been  ' '  doped,"  meaning  that 
chemicals  had  been  used  in  its  preparation.  I  ate  a  good 
deal  myself,  but  only  out  of  necessity. 
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Extracts  from  letters,  reports,  etc.,  from  officers,  enlisted  men,  etc. — Continued. 


Brief. 


Charles  H.  Muir,  first 
lieutenant  and  adju- 
tant, Second  Infantry. 


William  J.  Lutz,  first 
lieutenant,  Second 
Infantry. 


J.  K.  Waring,  captain, 
Second  Infantry,  Com- 
pany C. 


Robert  McCleave,  second 
lieutenant,  Second 
Infantry. 


Abner     Pickering,     cap- 
tain, Second  Infantry. 


G.  Carpenter,  brigadier- 
general  commanding 
brigade. 


Loyd  Wheaton,  brigadier- 
general,  volunteers. 


A.  W.  Corliss,  major,  Sev- 
enth Infantry,  post  com- 
mander, Fort  Wayne, 
Mich. 


Capt.  J.  B.  Jackson,  com- 
manding Company  G, 
Seventh  Infantry,  Fort 
Wayne,  Mich. 


Capt.  G-eorge  S.  Young, 
commanding  Company 
H,  Seventh  Infantry, 
Fort  Wayne,  Mich. 

Capt.  D.  L.  Howell,  com- 
manding Company  I, 
Seventh  Infantry,  Fort 
Wayne,  Mich. 


Capt.  J.  T.  Van  Orsdale, 
commanding  Company 
C,  Seventh  Infantry, 
Fort  Wayne,  Mich. 


As  to  the  quality  of  the  fresh  roast  beef  furnished  in  Cuba, 
the  general  comment  of  the  enlisted  men  was  that  it  was 
not  fit  to  eat.  The  greater  part  issued  to  the  noncom- 
missioned staff  and  band  was  thrown  away;  the  main  use 
of  the  remaining  part  was  to  prepare  it  as  a  stew,  eat 
the  soup  portion  and  throw  the  meat  away.  I  tried  the 
beef  once  personally,  prepared  as  a  stew,  and  found  it 
very  unpalatable.  It  was  hard,  stringy,  and  seemed  to 
lack  nourishing  qualities. 

My  personal  observations  on  the  canned  roast  beef  sup- 
plied the  troops  during  the  Santiago  campaign  were  that 
it  was  of  very  poor  quality  and  soon  produced  a  nauseat- 
ing sensation.  I  could  not  touch  it  after  the  seconi  or 
third  trial. 

All  I  can  say  is  that  from  my  personal  knowledge  and 
experience  with  the  beef  in  question  it  was  not  fit  to  be 
issued  as  part  of  a  field  ration.  It  was  stringy  and 
unpalatable,  and  I  know  that  a  large  portion  of  the  men 
declined  to  eat  it  after  the  first  few  days. 

The  canned  roast  beef  furnished  the  troops  during  the 
campaign  in  Cuba  was,  as  a  general  rule,  stringy,  unpal- 
atable, and  offensive  in  appearance,  on  account  of  fat  or 
grease  contained  in  the  cans.  It  contained  little  nour- 
ishment. 

My  experience  with  the  roast  beef  in  question  was  very 
unsatisfactory.  After  one  or  two  days'  use  of  the  beef 
it  became  very  distasteful  to  the  men.  It  soon  became 
nauseating  to  even  look  upon.  It  spoiled  very  soon  after 
the  can  was  opened,  and  much  of  it  had  to  be  thrown 
away.  It  seemed  to  have  but  little  nutriment.  In  regard 
to  its  use  as  a  part  of  the  ration,  it  is  very  objectionable. 

Indorsement  on  the  foregoing  papers.  Respectfully  for- 
warded. Having  been  in  command  of  the  Seventh 
Infantry  during  the  Santiago  campaign,  it  seems  appro- 
priate in  this  connection  to  say  that  canned  roast  meat 
was  continually  issued  to  the  Seventh  Infantry  for  many 
days  and  was  consumed  from  necessity,  while  the  sick- 
ness could  be  directly  traced  to  it.  It  was  unpalatable 
after  a  few  meals  and  exceedingly  disliked.  Canned 
corned  beef  as  a  travel  ration  is  more  to  be  preferred. 

The  following  is  the  experience  of  the  (Twentieth  Infan- 
try) regiment:  Cannecf  roast  beef  is  not  suitable  for  issue 
to  troops  in  Cuba  during  the  hot  season.  The  meat  be- 
comes soft  and  filthy,  and  unless  the  stomachs  of  the  men 
are  in  the  healthiest  condition  it  can  not  be  eaten  or  re- 
tained. If  a  can  is  once  opened,  it  must  be  used  or  it  will 
become  moldy.    Enlisted  men  prefer  any  other  meats. 

From  my  personal  knowledge  the  beef  (roast  canned)  was 
not  fit  to  eat,  and  officers  and  men  would  not  eat  it,  except 
when  hunger  compelled  them  to  do  so.  A  great  many  of 
the  men  became  sick  after  eating  the  beef,  and  always 
attributed  said  sickness  to  their  having  eaten  of  it.  In 
two  or  three  hours  after  a  can  of  it  was  opened  it  had  a 
bad  odor  and  could  not  be  eaten. 

The  canned  beef  was  not  palatable  to  most  of  the  men  and 
some  of  them  could  not  eat  it  without  getting  sick.  I  ate 
it  without  bad  effect,  and  found  it  quite  palatable  when 
made  into  a  stew  with  a  little  bacon  added .  I  do  not  think 
many  of  the  men  ate  the  roast  beef  when  they  could  get 
either  bacon  or  corned  beef.  The  roast  beef  had  to  be 
used  immediately  after  the  can  was  opened,  as  it  became 
unfit  for  use  in  a  very  short  time  when  exposed  to  the  air 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  canned  roast  beef  issuet 
to  my  company  in  Cuba,  in  my  opinion,  was  very  poor. 
It  was  tasteless  and  most  nauseating  as  it  came  from  the 
can. 

In  my  opinion  and  in  the  opinion  of  a  greater  part  of  my 
company  the  canned  beef  furnished  in  Cuba  is  not  suit- 
able for  an  army  ration,  and  that  some  of  it  was  unfit  for 
consumption.  The  same  was  the  case  with  the  fresh  beef. 
The  men  appeared  to  soon  tire  of  either  and  in  a  major- 
ity of  cases  were  unable  to  eat  it. 

Referring  to  canned  fresh  beef  received  in  Cuba:  Men  as  a 
rule  would  not  eat  it  when  they  could  get  anything  else 
and  often  went  hungry  rather  than  eat  it.  The  beef  was 
not  palatable,  being  too  fresh,  too  fat,  and  too  much  from 
scraps  and  flanks  of  animals.  It  had  been  overcooked  and 
apparently  much  of  the  "strength  of  the  meat "  extracted 
before  canning.  In  this  connection  I  wish  to  report  that 
more  than  half  of  the  fresh  beef  issued  in  bulk  to  the  com- 
pany for  the  period  of  about  one  month  while  in  camp 
at  Cuobitas,  near  Santiago,  was  buried  before  or  on  its 
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Extracts  from  letters,  7'eports,  etc.,  from  officers,  enlisted  men,  etc.  —Continued. 


Name  and  address. 


Brief. 


Capt.  J.  T.  Van  Orsdale— 
Continued. 

First  Lieut.  A.  B.  Don- 
worth,  commanding  | 
Company    A,    Seventh  i 
Infantry,  Fort  Wayne,  j 
Mich. 

J.  F.  B.  Mitchell,  jr.,  sec-  I 
ond     lieutenant,     com-  ; 
manding    Company   E,  j 
Seventh  Infantry,  Fort 
"Wayne,  Mich. 

James  W.  Clinton,  second 
lieutenant,  Seventh  In- 
fantry, commanding  ! 
Company     B,     Fort 
Wayne,  Mich. 

G.  W.  Stokes,  111  Broad- 
way, New  York,  N.  Y. 


W.E.Parker,BostonClub,  j 
New  Orleans. 


Maj.  J.  M.  Lee,  Madison 
Barracks. 


Alexander  Creig,  jr.,  cap-  i 
tain,  Sixth    Massachu-  j 
setts  Infantry,Company 
C,  Lowell,  Mass. 


C.C.Yemens,  jr.,Ypsilanti, 
Mich. 


George  H.  Harries,  late 
colonel  First  District  of 
Columbia  Volunteers, 
Washington,  D.  C. 


arrival  in  camp,  being  rotten  and  unfit  for  issue.  This 
caused  an  almost  constant  shortage  of  the  meat  ration, 
the  damaged  meat  never  being  replaced. 

In  regard  to  canned  fresh  beef  during  the  campaign  in  Cuba 
I  would  state  that,  after  interviewing  a  large  number  of 
the  men  in  the  company,  I  find  the  general  opinion  may  be 
summed  up  by  such  expressions  as  "•poor,"  "couldn't  eat 
it  at  all,"  "had  offensive  odor,"  "always  took  sick  after 
eating  it,"  "had  scraps  of  tin  in  it,"  etc. 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  results  of  the  use  of 
canned  fresh  beef  during  the  campaign  in  Cuba  lam 
informed  by  members  of  Company  E,  Seventh  Infantry, 
that  after  the  first  few  days  it  made  the  men  sick. 

The  canned  fresh  roast  beef  furnished  to  troops  in  Cuba 
was,  in  my  opinion,  not  fit  for  food.  The  sight  of  it  turned 
men's  stomachs. 


Writes  that  two  years  ago  his  duties  kept  him  on  the  street 
for  several  months  opposite  the  slaughter  houses  of  the 
Eastman  Beef  Co.  "  During  that  time  I  saw  thousands  of 
sick,  lame,  aged,  and  repulsive-looking  animals  driven  in 
for  slaughter.  Such  cattle  as  you  saw  mired  in  the 
sloughs  on  the  plains  or  dying  of  disease  by  the  roadside 
were  killed  almost  daily.  Such  beef  was  boiled  and 
canned  as  corned  beef  and  fresh  beef.  Some  of  the  choice 
Northwestern  meats  were  shipped  to  England,  but  that 
utterly  unfit  for  food  was  canned." 

I  can  bear  testimony  to  the  truthfulness  of  what  you  said 
about  the  meats.  The  men  would  not  eat  the  canned 
roast  beef.  I  came  up  in  charge  of  a  transport,  the  Berk 
shire,  and  my  convalescents  refused  to  eat  the  canned 
meat,  saying  that  it  made  them  sick.  The  so-called  fresh 
meat  was  on  a  number  of  occasions  absolutely  rotten 
when  it  got  back  to  Siboney,  although  it  was  on  the  cars 
but  an  hour  and  had  ice  on  it  and  was  covered  over. 
Lieutenant  Jenks,  of  the  Twenty-fourth,  can  bear  me  out 
in  this,  as  he  looked  after  this  for  the  hospital  as  well  as 
the  Twenty-fourth. 

When  I  was  on  duty  as  sanitary  inspector  of  a  division  at 
Montauk  I  reported  on  two  large  lots,  about  6  wagon- 
loads  each,  piled  up  in  the  camps  of  the  Sixteenth  Infan- 
try and  Seventy-first  New  York,  which  officers  reported 
to  me  could  not  be  issued,  as  the  men  could  not  eat  it.  I 
recommended  that  it  be  acted  upon  by  a  board  and  re- 
moved as  a  sanitary  measure  (see  my  letter  to  you  of  a 
month  or  so  ago).  As  to  "refrigerated  beef"  received 
at  Santiago,  I  heard  no  complaint,  though  it  was  well 
known  that  it  had  to  be  used  as  soon  as  issued,  as  it  would 
not  keep.  The  canned  beef  was  so  offensive  and  the  bacon 
such  running  grease  from  the  heat  that  any  change  was 
relished. 

While  post  commander  at  Lares,  Porto  Rico,  from  Sept.  19 
to  Oct.  19, 1898, 1  had  occasion  to  write  to  regimental  head- 
quarters concerning  the  canned  beef  sent  to  me  at  that 
time.  There  was  no  goodness  to  it.  The  looks  and  smell 
was  enough  to  turn  the  men  away  from  it,  and  other 
food  had  to  be  substituted.  If  any  words  of  mine  could 
convey  to  you  the  feelings  of  disgust  of  my  men  when 
this  was  issued,  then  I  would  try,  but  I  couldn't  beginto 
tell  you. 

I  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Yosemite,  manned  by 
Michigan  Naval  Reserves,  and  would  state  that  of  a  sup 
ply  of  beef  taken  on  board  that  ship  at  Key  West  June  5 
or  6  at  least  two-thirds  was  thrown  overboard  within  48 
hours,  on  account  of  its  being  decomposed,  the  total 
amout  received  on  board  being  about  1,200  pounds. 

Forwards  to  the  Adjutant-General  a  report  (made  out  Sept 
15,  but  mislaid  by  reason  of  illness),  to  the  effect  that 
between  Aug.  23  and  Sept.  15  the  canned  roast  beef  issued 
as  part  of  the  travel  ration  was  probably  as  poor  and  un 
satisfactory  as  anything  labeled  "Canned  roast  beef  " 
can  possibly  be.  Investigation  showed  that  meat  of  the 
longest  possible  grain  was  invariably  used,  and  that  when 
the  can  had  been  nearly  filled  up  with  the  stringy  and 
almost  indigestible  stuff,  some  sort  of  fat— presumably  a 

food  grade  of  tallow— poured  in  to  fill  up  all  the  crevices, 
[any  men  attempted  to  eat  this  compound  while  it  was 
cold  and  failed  entirely;  heated  it  was  more  palatable. 
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Extracts  from  letters,  reports,  etc.,  from  officers,  enlisted  men,  etc. — Continued. 


Name  and  address 


Brief. 


H  N.  Miller  (past),  cap- 
tain. Second  United 
States  Volunteer  Infan 
try. 


R  A.Pyles,  formerly  ma- 

i'or  and  surgeon.  First 
)istrict  of  Columbia 
Volunteers,  "Washing- 
ton, D  C. 


W.  Q.  Reading,  late  first 
lieutenant  Company  L, 
Fourth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  532  North 
Christian  street,  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 


Guy  T.  Viskinski,  ser- 
geant F,  First  United 
States  Volunteer  Engi- 
neers, care  Philadel- 
phia Times.  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


James  G.  McPherson, 
corporal.  Company  L, 
Twenty-fourth  Infan- 
try, 67  West  Third 
South  street,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 

William  H.  Wood,  jr. 
Young's  Hotel,  Boston, 
Mass.,  Company  H, 
Second  Massachusetts 
Volunteers. 


R.  W.  Par li man,  late  first 
lieutenant  and  quarter- 
master, Third  United 
States  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, and  quartermas- 
ter volunteers,  Web- 
ster. S.  Dak. 


I  was  captain  of  Company  C,  Second  United  States  Volun 
teer  Infantry  (Hood's  Immunes).  The  meat  was  horrid, 
both  fresh  and  canned.  This  embalmed  meat  was  from 
one-third  to  one-half  spoiled  and  the  balance  tainted,  or 
had  such  a  peculiar  taste  as  to  be  unfit  to  sustain  men  in 
a  healthy  condition. 

In  reference  to  refrigerated  beef  issued  to  the  men  in  the 
First  Regiment  District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  I  have 
the  following  to  say:  "The  beef  was  of  excellent  quality, 
and  when  issued  appeared  fit  for  use;  but  after  a  few 
hours'  exposure  became  unfit  for  use.  It  was  used  by 
our  men  for  four  or  five  days,  when  dysentery  became  so 
common  that  I  recommended  that  its  use  be  discontin- 
ued. This  recommendation  being  complied  with,  this 
disease  became  much  milder  and  less  prevalent.  At  the 
time  I  made  this  recommendation  there  were  between 
80  and  90  cases  of  dysentery,  complicating  the  malarial 
diseases  from  which  the  men  were  suffering,  due  to  the 
use  of  this  beef.    This  refers  to  the  use  of  beef  in  Cuba. 

Has  in  his  possession  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey 
appointed  m  Porto  Rico  to  fix  the  responsibility  for  con- 
demning 4,000  pounds  of  beef  issued  to  Fourth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer  Infantry.  "Can  also  furnish  you  with 
an  affidavit  that  I  personally  have  thrown,  at  different 
times,  cans  of  beef  away  that  had  a  very  foul  odor.  On 
our  march  from  Guayama  to  Ponce,  en  route  home, 
we  were  furnished  once  (to)  our  company  with  40  cans 
of  beef,  of  which  I  personally  threw  away  8  cans,  and 
could  not  get  enough  for  our  men,  this  being  the  only 
beef  issuea  to  us  on  the  march,  which  lasted  five  days, 
and  at  numerous  times  while  in  camp  at  Arroyo  and 
Guayama,  we  had  to  throw  away  beef  and  tomatoes  that 
had  been  issued  to  us." 

The  regiment  went  on  board  the  Chester  in  New  York 
Harbor  Aug.  7,  1898,  and  landed  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico, 
Aug.  16.  On  the  voyage  we,  the  enlisted  men,  were 
rationed  with  canned  beef.  We  were  furnished  it,  but  I 
positively  know  that  in  my  company  more  cans  went 
through  the  portholes  and  over  the  ship's  sides  than 
were  eaten.  Our  first  attempts  at  eating  the  stuff 
proved  generally  disastrous  to  our  stomachs  and  our 
health;  and  it  was  only  when  the  pangs  of  hunger  be- 
came too  great  that  the  average  enlisted  man  could  bring 
himself  to  touch  the  canned  beef.  The  regiment  re- 
mained on  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  three  months  and  a 
day.  During  that  time  canned  beef  was  regularly  issued 
to  us,  but  none  would  eat  it  if  any  other  kind  of  suste- 
nance could  be  obtained ;  and  the  commissary-sergeants  of 
the  various  companies  could  only  dispose  of  the  stuff  by 
throwing  it  into  the  sinks.  In  short,  we  could  not  eat  the 
stuff  for  its  rottenness,  which  was  shown  on  the  boat 
even  before  we  reached  the  Tropics,  by  its  tainted  appear- 
ance, sickening  smell,  and  likewise  sickening  taste.  It  is  a 
signifiant  fact  that  as  soon  as  the  men  of  my  company 
learned  to  leave  the  canned  beef  alone  the  sick  list  de- 
creased amazingly.  As  I  handled  the  sick  book  daily,  while 
attending  to  clerical  duties,  I  know  what  I  am  talking 
about. 

Was  on  duty  as  chief  cook  at  the  yellow-fever  hospital, 
Siboney,  Cuba.  I  will  say  that  some  of  the  beef  fur- 
nished the  men  was  unfit  for  use  and  was  rotten,  both 
canned  and  fresh  beef. 


While  my  regiment  was  in  camp  at  Lakeland  and  Ybor 
City,  Fla.,  the  commissary -sergeant  and  myself  had 
charge  of  all  the  rations  issuea  to  the  company,  and 
when  cooking  for  the  company,  I  had  occasion,  time  and 
again,  to  make  complaint  about  the  canned  beef.  I  was 
obliged  to  throw  case  after  case  of  it  away,  for  when 
opening  the  same  it  was  in  such  bad  condition,  and  the 
odor  was  something  nauseating,  unfit  for  anyone  to  eat. 

The  beef  we  got  at  Camp  Thomas,  Georgia,  was  not  good. 
It  was  pressed  or  inoculated  with  some  sort  of  chemical. 
Many  times  the  men  were  taken  violently  ill  from  eating 
this  meat.  When  the  meat  was  cooking  it  emitted  a 
very  offensive  smell.  Many  times  our  brigade  commis- 
sary refused  to  accept  the  meat  from  the  depot  commis- 
sary. The  canned  beef  that  was  furnished  to  our  com- 
missary through  the  depot  commissary  was  rotten. 
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Date. 


1899. 
Jan.   15 


Name  and  address. 


F.  P.  Coennen,  Battery 
B,  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, Homestead,  Pa. 


Brief. 


I  can  say  that  every  issue  of  fresh  meat  that  was  made  to 
any  command  at  Ponce  was  buried,  and  it  did  smell  like 
a  dead  body  and  had  the  color  of  mortified  meat.  The 
navy  beans  and  hard-tack  and  hard  bread  were  moldy, 
and  the  canned  roast  beef  was  not  fit  for  a  dog  to  eat.  I 
know  of  half  a  dozen  men  who  were  taken  with  the 
cramps  after  eating  fresh  beef  (as  it  was  called). 


[Findings  of  a  board  of  survey  on  board  steamship  Chester  September  1,  1898,  per  Special 
Orders,  composed  of  Capt.  George  Dyson,  Capt.  E.  C.  Shannon,  and  First  Lieut.  W.  W.  Reading, 
to  fix  responsibility  for  the  loss  of  4,000  pounds  of  fresh  beef  spoiled  while  being  conveyed  to  the 
steamship  Chester,  in  the  harbor  of  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  on  lighters  by  the  commissary-general.] 

FINDING. 

That  the  beef  placed  aboard  the  United  States  transport  No.  32  was  put  there  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  who  said  that  they  should  use  as  much  of  it  as  they  could  and  throw 
the  balance  overboard.  The  commissary  officer  used  due  diligence  in  cutting  up  and  boiling 
said  beef,  but  was  prevented  from  furnishing  the  same  by  the  lack  of  water.  It  is  doubtful  if  said 
beef  would  have  kept,  even  if  boiled,  and  it  seems  to  us  as  though  it  was  a  mere  experiment  in 
shipping  the  same.    We  are  unable  to  place  the  responsibility  on  anyone  in  particular. 


Date. 


Name  and  address. 


Brief. 


1899. 
Jan.   16 


Dec.  30 


Dec.  30 


Dei 


Oct.   10 


M.  W.  Lethbridge,   Am- 
sterdam, N.  Y. 


Page,  commanding  Third 
Infantry. 


S.Clifford  Cox. 


Lewis  H.  Wilson,  Seventh 
Company,  United  States 
Volunteer  Signal  Corps, 
Chicago,  111. 


Major-General  Lawt< 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Deposition  that  he  served  in  late  Spanish-American  war  as 

?[uartermaster-sergeant,  Company  H,  Second  New  York 
nfantry  Volunteers.  In  reference  to  canned  beef,  de- 
poses that  of  the  canned  corned  beef  the  same  was  issued 
in  1-pound  cans,  and  that  some  consisted  of  fat,  gristle, 
and  tissue;  that  about  one-third  of  each  can  would  have 
to  be  thrown  away  by  reason  thereof.  Of  the  canned 
roast  beef  same  was,  as  a  rule,  dry  and  unpalatable;  that 
frequently  a  can  that  appeared  perfect  upon  opening,  the 
meat  would  be  found  decayed  and  rotten. 

Replies  to  telegram  fromtAdjutant-General  for  report  that 
"  Canned  fresh  roast  beef  nauseating;  devoid  of  taste  and 
nourishment;  much  complaint  from  enlisted  men.  No 
more  should  be  issued." 

Memorandum.  With  reference  to  the  refrigerated  beef 
issued  to  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  Cuba,  I  would 
say  that  before  its  issue  to  those  under  my  observation 
they  were  in  perfect  health  until  the  meat  was  added  to 
the  ration,  when  there  broke  out  a  perfect  epidemic  of 
diarrhea  and  dysentery .  When  this  meat  was  prohibited 
the  epidemic  subsided,  and  I  am  therefore  convinced 
that  the  disease  was  directly  due  to  the  use  of  refriger- 
ated beef.  Not  having  been  able  to  examine  this  meat 
for  chemicals,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  were  used  in  its 
preparation.  The  meat  undoubtedly  aggravated,  also, 
the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  yellow  fever,  from  which 
the  mortality  was  very  great. 

I  served  during  the  war  in  Porto  Rico.  Our  rations  were 
poor  and  short  in  quantity— corned  beef  (canned),  which 
was  not  fit  to  eat,  it  being  composed  of  nothing  but  slime; 
a  little  canned  roast  beef,  which  was  not  any  better  than 
the  corned  beef.  The  corned  beef  was  so  poor  that  it  was 
impossible  to  eat  it.  I  have  seen  strong,  healthy  men 
turn  from  it  in  disgust,  unable  to  force  it  down;  and  if 
they  did  eat  a  little,  they  would  invariably  vomit  it  up  in 
a  few  minutes,  it  was  so  nauseating. 

Replying  to  telegram  of  Oct.  8  from  General  Miles,  com- 
manding the  Army,  telegraphs:  "Refrigerated  beef  has 
been  tainted  and  bacon  rancid.  Other  fresh  beef  was  not 
immediately  obtainable.  I  do  not  think  refrigerated 
beef  can  be  used  in  this  climate;  certainly  not  at  the  in- 
terior stations." 

Much  complaint  was  made  of  refrigerated  fresh  beef  de- 
livered from  the  ship  Massachusetts.  On  request  of  the 
chief  commissary,  a  board  of  survey  was  ordered  to 
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Date. 


Oct.  10. 


Jan.     5 


Jan. 


Jan.   10 


Name  and  address. 


Major-General  Lawton. 
Continued. 


Extract. 


H.  W.  Nash,  sergeant, 
Troop  A,  First  United 
States  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, Globe,  Ariz.    - 


Marion  W.  Harris,  Johns 
Hopkins  Hospital,  Balti- 
more. 


Francis  M.  Bean,  captain, 
Battery  C,  Pennsylva- 
nia Volunteer  Artillery, 
Chester,  Pa.,  (Pawling, 
P.O.). 


Jan.     9     Theodore  Roosevelt  - 


Jan.   16 


E.  P.  Murdock,  601  Wash- 
ington Boulevard,  Chi- 
cago, 111. 


examine  it.  They  reported  it  unfit  for  use.  On  request  of 
Commissary-General,  through  Colonel  Osgood,  an  in- 
formal board,  consisting  of  General  Wood,  Colonel  Os- 
good,  Colonel  Harvard,  Major  Bartlett,  Lieutenant 
[ing,  and  myself,  examined  the  beef  and  decided  the 
meat  be  issued  to  troops  in  immediate  vicinity  of  city, 
subject  to  inspection  at  time  of  issue  by  an  expert;  time 
of  issue  to  be  near  time  of  preparing  meals;  meat  to  be 
scrubbed  with  salt  water,  and  a  discount  of  25  per  cent 
to  be  made  on  all  weights  issued.  Troops  still  refused 
the  beef,  and  it  was  decided  not  to  issue  more  of  it. 

Served  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  I  know  something  of  the 
"embalmed  beef"  and  of  the  "canned  horse"  issued  to 
our  regiment  in  Cuba.  The  roast  beef,  or,  as  the  boys 
called  it,  "canned  horse,1'  was  as  near  devoid  of  any 
wholesomeness  or  appetizing  qualities  as  it  was  possible 
for  beef  to  be.  Some  of  our  doctors  claimed  it  was  resi- 
due after  the  "  extract  of  beef  "  had  been  obtained. 

At  Sangua  de  Gouamo  during  September  and  October 
there  was  much  sickness  among  the  two  companies  under 
my  command.  Many  of  the  men  had  dysentery.  The 
acting  assistant  surgeon  at  the  post,  Dr.  W.  H.  Reynolds, 
called  my  attention  to  the  canned  beef.  He  said  it  was 
unfit  for  use,  and  was  giving  the  men  this  trouble.  Some 
of  it  smelled  bad;  some  of  it  was  fairly  good;  but  large 
quantities  of  it  was  like  old,  stringy  meat  out  of  soup, 
juiceless  and  tasteless.  Some  cans  seemed  filled  with  fat 
or  tallow,  and  I  overheard  some  of  the  men  one  day  say- 
ing, "It  was  good  stuff  to  make  tallow  candles  out  of." 
The  main  point,  though,  to  which  my  attention  was  di- 
rected was  the  fact  stated,  that  this  beef  was  giving  the 
men  dysentery,  with  which  complaint  some  of  them 
became  critically  ill,  though  none  died.  At  the  surgeon's 
request  I  ordered  the  use  of  this  beef  stopped,  except  a 
few  cans  of  McNeill  &  Libby's,  which  he  said  was  fairly 
good.  We  had  no  fresh  meat  at  all,  except  two  or  three 
beeves  I  bought  from  the  natives.  These  cattle  were 
large  and  fine.  They  were  killed  after  sundown,  and  our 
butcher  kept  the  meat  good  and  fresh  for  several  days 
by  some  sort  of  process  he  called  "pickling." 

I  have  3  cans  of  roast  beef  and  5  cans  of  boiled  beef;  also 
some  canned  bacon,  which  was  furnished  to  my  com- 
mand on  Sept.  8  at  Port  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Smith,  of  the  Commissary  Department,  for 
use  en  route  home.  If  the  Department  wants  some  of 
the  genuine  stuff,  identical  with  what  was  furnished  in 
Porto  Rico,  to  make  analysis  of,  I  would  be  glad  to  for- 
ward what  I  have.  What  the  men  ate  of  this  lot  of  canned 
goods  I  believe  caused  sickness,  and  the  men  would  not 
use  it,  and  we  had  considerable  left  over  when  we  arrived 
home.  I  tried  the  beef  on  dogsand  they  would  not  touch 
it,  but  did  eat  bread  in  preference. 

The  canned  corned  beef  we  found  to  be  good.  The  so-called 
canned  roast  beef  that  was  issued  to  us  for  travel  rations, 
both  on  the  transport  and  on  the  train,  and  which  we 
occasionally  got  even  at  the  front,  was  practically  worth- 
less. Unless  very  hungry,  the  men  would  not  touch  it, 
and  even  when  suffering  from  lack  of  food,  they  never 
ate  a  fifth  of  it.  At  the  best  it  was  tasteless;  at  the  worst 
it  was  nauseating.  There  was  also  a  supply  of  beef  (in  the 
shape  of  quarters)  which  was  put  aboard  our  transport 
at  Tampa.  It  was  supposed  to  be  fitted  by  some  process 
to  withstand  tropical  heat.  It  at  once  became  putrid  and 
smelt  so  that  we  had  to  dispose  of  it  for  fear  of  its  creat- 
ing disease.  I  think  we  threw  it  overboard .  At  any  rate, 
it  was  condemned.  The  beef  we  got  in  Santiago,  after 
about  the  24th  or  25th  of  July— that  is,  after  the  siege 
had  ended,  and  when  my  brigade  had  been  without  fresh 
meat  or  vegetables  for  a  month,  was  generally  good.  By 
that  time  the  cavalry  division  was  in  a  sickly  condition. 
The  fact  that  the  meat  ration  was  so  bad  as  generally  to 
be  inedible  caused  very  great  hardships  to  my  men,  and 
reduced  the  supply  of  food  below  what  was  necessary  to 
keep  them  in  proper  condition. 

I  have  made  a  laboratory  examination  of  some  of  this  beef, 
and  it  was  preserved  with  boric  acid  and  nitrate  of  pot- 
ash, with  coloring  matter;  hence  the  appropriateness  of 
the  term  "embalmed  beef." 
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Date. 


Name  and  address. 


Extract. 


Jan.   14 


Jan.   11 


Jan.   J  7 


Jan.   11 


Jan.   16 


G.  Winfield  Stubbine,  122 
West  Eleventh  street, 
New  York  City. 


H.  S.  Van  Shaick,  late 
corporal  Troop  K,  First 
United  States  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  100  Broad- 
way, New  York  City. 


Arthur  W.  Post,  ex  pri- 
vate, Hospital  Corps, 
United  States  Army, 
1901  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue, Washington,  D.  C. 


Frank  C.  Armstrong,  late 
major  and  surgeon, 
Twenty-first  Kansas, 
Second  Brigade,  Third 
Division,  First  Army 
Corps. 

William  H.  Jackson,  first 
lieutenant  Company  L, 
Sixth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  Armory, 
7  Green  street,  Boston, 


The  canned  corned  beef  was  fair  at  times,  but  the  canned 
roast  beef  was  nauseating,  to  say  the  least,  and  every 
time  one  of  our  men  tried  to  eat  it  it  would  make  him  ill, 
and  after  a  short  time  the  men  in  our  regiment  refused 
to  eat  it  at  all.  As  this  was  the  only  kind  of  meat  our 
men  were  getting  at  the  time,  they  suffered  from  lack  of 
of  food,  and  when  we  broke  camp  at  Santiago  we  left 
behind  us  in  our  company  commissary  tent  over  200  cans 
of  this  roast  beef  which  was  not  fit  to  eat. 

I  helped  to  trice  up  the  three  quarters  of  beef  we  received 
at  Port  Tampa,  and  was  also  one  of  the  men  who  heaved 
it  overboard.  It  stank  fearfully  and  had  maggots  in  it. 
The  so-called  "prize  brand"  of  Armour's  roast  beef  was 
the  worst  stuff  I  have  ever  seen.  About  every  fifth  can 
was  putrid,  and  the  rest  contained  meat  so  tough  and 
stringy  that  the  men's  stomachs  could  not  digest  it;  and 
those  men  had  lived  out  West  for  the  greater  part  and 
were  accustomed  to  hard  fare.  I  want  to  say  for  myself 
that  I  have  been  in  the  cattle  business  in  Colorado;  that 
I  have  hunted  in  the  Maine  woods,  and  that  I  have  known 
almost  every  kind  of  hardship  a  man  can  undergo,  but 
never  in  all  my  life  have  I  had  such  continual  bad  fare 
as  that  we  got  in  Cuba. 

On  opening  the  beef  cans  the  repulsive  smell  was  almost 
enough  to  turn  us  sick.  On  trying  to  pick  the  stuff  out 
of  the  can  we  found  it  to  be  a  stringy,  fat,  greasy  mass 
of  what  might  have  once  been  fair  meat,  but  the  sub- 
stance had  evidently  been  boiled  out  of  this  stuff  before 
it  was  put  into  the  tin,  and  consequently  was  unfit  to 
eat,  even  if  it  were  free  from  the  repulsive  look  and  smell. 

The  tinned  meat  furnished  the  Twenty-first  as  travel  ration 
was  bad,  from  1  to  6  tins  out  of  each  case  being  unfit  for 
food,  and  the  issue  of  it  was  always  followed  by  ptomaine 
poisoning.  The  smell  of  this  tinned  meat  was  so  vile  it 
could  not  be  opened  without  opening  the  car  window. 

The  canned  beef,  especially  the  canned  roast  beef,  was  oft- 
times  unfit  for  use.  We  used  it  continually  on  the  long 
marches  from  Guanica  to  Utuado,  Porto  Rico,  and  the 
men  preferred  hard-tack  alone  to  the  beef,  which  was 
almost  invariably  flat  and  tasteless.  It  seemed  as  though 
all  that  was  truly  sustaining  to  the  body  had  been  pressed 
out  in  the  process  of  canning,  leaving  a  mass  of  rolled, 
stringy  beef  with  no  more  taste  to  it  than  so  many  rolled 
shoestrings.  The  native  beef  was,  to  be  sure,  lean,  but 
had  life-giving  and  sustaining  qualities,  it  of  necessity 
being  absolutely  fresh  beef,  for  it  was  dressed  about  4 
o'clock  on  one  day  and  used  next  morning. 


True  extracts  from  originals: 
H.  H.  Whitney, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


[Telegram.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  20,  1899.     \ 
Commanding  General,  Albany,  Ga. : 

Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  have  specimens  refrigerator  beef,  not  less 
than  1  pound,  from  outside  and  inside  quarters,  taken  and  at  once  placed  in  thor- 
oughly cleaned  glass  jars,  said  jars  to  be  securely  sealed  and  marked  with  name, 
place,  and  date,  and  shipped  -by  express  earliest  moment  Major  Mills,  Lemon 
Building,  Washington. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 

(Same  to  commanding  generals,  Anniston,  Ala.;  Athens,  Ga.:  Augusta,  Ga.; 
Greenville,  S,  C.;  Huntsville,  Ala.;  Macon,  Ga.;  Summerville,  S.  C.) 
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[Telegram.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  January  20,  1899. 
Brooke,  Havana: 

Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  and  each  department  commander  in  Cuba 
have  specimens  refrigerator  beef,  from  outside  and  inside  of  quarter,  in  amount 
not  less  than  1  pound  each,  taken  and  at  once  placed  in  thoroughly  cleaned  glass 
jars,  said  jars  to  be  securely  sealed,  marked  with  name,  place,  date,  and  shipped 
by  express  at  earliest  moment,  Major  Mills,  Lemon  Building,  Washington. 

Corbin. 


[Telegram.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  January  20,  1899. 
Henry,  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico : 

Secretary  War  directs  you  have  specimens  refrigerator  beef,  from  outside  and 
inside  of  quarter,  in  amount  not  less  than  1  pound  each,  taken  and  at  once 
placed  in  thoroughly  cleaned  glass  jars,  said  jars  to  be  securely  sealed  and  marked 
with  name,  place,  and  date,  and  shipped  by  express  earliest  moment  Major  Mills, 
Lemon  Building,  Washington. 

Corbin. 


[Telegram.] 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  January  21,  1899. 
Colonel  Woodruff, 

Depot  Commissary,  New  York  City : 
Secretary  War  directs  you  have  specimens  refrigerator  beef,  from  outside  and 
inside  of  quarter,  in  amount  not  less  than  1  pound  each,  of  the  beef  now  being 
loaded  on  steamship  Viking  in  New  York  City,  to  be  taken  and  at  once  placed  in 
thoroughly  cleaned  glass  jars,  said  jars  to  be  securely  sealed,  marked  with  name 
ship,  place,  and  date,  and  shipped  by  express  to  Maj.  S.  C.  Mills,  Lemon  Building, 
Washington;  and  also  have  samples  of  cheese  cloth  used  for  covering  the  meat 
forwarded  at  the  same  time. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


[Telegram.] 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  21,  1899. 
Depot  Commissary,  Savannah,  Ga.  : 

Secretary  War  directs  you  have  specimens  refrigerator  beef,  from  outside  and 
inside  of  quarter,  in  amount  not  less  than  1  pound  each,  of  the  beef  now  being 
loaded  on  a  Government  vessel  at  Savannah,  to  be  taken  and  at  once  placed  in 
thoroughly  cleaned  glass  jars,  said  jars  to  be  securely  sealed,  marked  with  name 
ship,  place,  and  date,  and  shipped  to  Maj.  S.  C.  Mills,  Lemon  Building,  Washing- 
ton; and  also  have  samples  of  cheese  cloth  used  for  covering  the  meat  forwarded 
at  the  same  time. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 
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[Telegram.] 

Savannah,  Ga.,  January  22,  1899. 

II .    C.    CORBIN, 

Adjutant-General,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Regret  your  telegram  received  after  sailing  of  transport  carrying  refrigerator 
beef  to  Havana.    Have  repeated  your  telegram  to  Smith,  commissary  at  Havana, 
and  asked  him  to  comply  with  instructions  on  arrival  of  ship.    Should  another 
cargo  of  beef  leave  this  port,  and  you  so  desire,  will  obtain  samples. 

Ruthers,  Depot  Commissary. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  21, 1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  A.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission, 

Lemon  Building ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Commis- 
sion, a  true  copy  of  a  letter  recently  received,  the  original  of  which  is  in  my 
possession. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General  Commanding. 


601  Washington  Boulevard, 

Chicago,  January  16,  1899. 
Gen.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

Dear  General:  I  write  to  congratulate  you  on  your  appropriate  expression, 
"embalmed  beef."  I  have  made  a  laboratory  examination  lof  some  of  this  beef, 
and  it  was  preserved  with  boric  acid  and  nitrate  of  potash,  with  coloring  matter; 
hence  the  appropriateness  of  the  term  "  embalmed  beef." 

I  suggest  that  a  scientific  report  on  that  matter  might  enlighten  the  authorities 
and  startle  the  public. 

Very  truly,  yours,  E.  P.  Murdock,  M.  D., 

Late  President  Medical  Staff,  Chicago  Health  Department. 
A  true  copy: 

H.  H.  Whitney, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


601  Washington  Boulevard, 

Chicago,  January  21,  1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  Dodge. 

Dear  Sir:  Answering  your  telegram,  I  beg  if  possible  to  be  excused.  I  am  not 
at  this  time  able  to  travel.     Have  scarcely  recovered  from  la  grippe. 

Second.  My  examinations  of  canned  beef  were  made  here,  and  I  can  only  know 
from  hearsay  that  it  was  the  same  as  that  sent  to  Porto  Rico  and  Cuba. 

Third.  My  letter  to  General  Miles  was  confidential  and  based  on  these  exami 
nations  made  at  my  own  option;  but  they  were  correct  as  to  result,  but  not  closely 
connected  with  supplies  furnished  Army  to  be  evidence. 

The  manner  of  preserving,  however,  did  show  boric  acid,  nitrate  of  potash,  and 
some  salicylic  acid.  This,  however,  not  being  from  the  rations  sent  to  the  front 
under  my  knowledge,  would  only  be  laughed  at  when  offered  in  evidence. 

Hoping  this  explanation  will  excuse  me  and  wishing  to  obey  orders  when  able, 
as  I  did  in  1864-65, 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,  E.  P.  Murdock, 
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[Office  of  Commission  Appointed  by  the  President  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  War  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  18,  1899. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  F.  Weston, 

Army  Building,  Neiv  York  City. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  questions  numbered  from  1 
to  7,  and  by  direction  of  the  Commission  request  that  you  will  answer  the  same 
and  return  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commission. 

As  you  have  already  been  sworn  before  the  Commission,  those  questions  answered 
by  you  under  that  oath  will  be  considered  testimony. 

If  you  can  answer  at  once  it  will  greatly  oblige  the  Commission  and  will  enable 
them  to  close  their  work,  and  render  unnecessary  your  appearance  before  the 
Commission,  as  has  been  requested. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  C.  Mills, 

Major,  Inspector-General,  Recorder. 


Q.  1.  As  stated  (in  testimony  of  Colonel  Osgood)  four  quarters  of  beef,  said  to 
have  been  prepared  by  meat  process,  were  allowed  to  be  hung  up  on  deck  of  a 
transport  sailing  from  Tampa,  that  the  preservation  power  of  the  process  might 
be  tested.     Please  state  fully  all  that  you  know  about  this  matter. 

Q.  2.  Was  any  specially  prepared — i.  e.,  chemically  treated — beef  received  by 
you,  and  if  any  such  was  received,  was  any  issued  to  troops;  and  if  so,  to  what 
extent,  at  what  place,  and  to  what  troops? 

Q.  3.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  beef  being  supplied  to  the  Army  which  had 
been  treated  by  any  process  intended  to  delay  decomposition  through  the  action 
of  any  chemical  substance  other  than  salt  and  saltpeter  ? 

Q.  4.  Were  you  at  any  time,  either  before  or  during  the  war  with  Spain,  asked 
or  ordered  to  receive  for  issue  to  troops  any  so-called  fresh  beef  which  had  been 
treated  chemically  for  preservation  reasons  ? 

Q.  5.  If  you  were  so  asked  or  ordered,  state  when,  where,  and  by  whom  you 
were  so  asked  or  ordered. 

Q.  6.  Have  you  at  any  time  or  times  heard  that  any  so-called  refrigerator  beef 
issued  to  troops  had  been  treated  in  any  way  with  or  by  chemical  substances;  and 
if  so,  when  and  where,  and  in  what  manner  has  the  beef  been  treated  according 
to  reports  received  by  you  ? 

Q.  7.  If  you  have  heard  reports  of  character  indicated  in  question  6,  from  whom 
or  in  what  way  did  you  hear  them  ? 


Grand  Hotel,  Thirty-first  and  Broadway, 

New  York  City,  January  21,  1899. 
Maj.  S.  C.  Mills, 

Inspector-General  and  Recorder  Commission 

Appointed  by  the  President  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the 

War  Department  in  War  with  Spain,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  inclosing  a  list  of  questions, 
numbered  from  1  to  7,  inclusive,  for  me  to  reply  to,  and  also  the  reference  for  my 
action  of  the  clipping  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  the  18th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  herewith  the  following,  viz: 

"  Q.  1.  As  stated  (in  testimony  of  Colonel  Osgood)  four  quarters  of  beef,  said 
to  have  been  prepared  by  meat  process,  were  allowed  to  be  hung  up  on  deck  of  a 
v  transport  sailing  from  Tampa  that  the  preservation  power  of  the  process  might 
be  tested.    Please  state  fully  all  you  know  about  this  matter." 
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Reply.  About  June  8,  1898,  the  Comal,  on  which  I  sailed  to  Cuba,  lay  at  Port 
Tampa,  where  I  received  from  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Powell  a  few  cattle  to  test 
by  exposure  to  the  sun,  the  object  being  to  find  out  how  long  the  beef  would  last 
before  decomposition  would  set  in.  The  beeves  were  cut  up  and  some,  if  not  all, 
covered  with  burlap.  Mr.  Edwards  said  that  the  beef  had  been  treated  in  a 
closed  car  at  Port  Tampa  by  a  Mr.  Powell,  of  New  York  City.  Mr.  Powell  was 
present.  I  talked  to  him  as  to  the  manner  of  treatment,  asked  him  if  it  was 
gaseous  or  liquid.  He  said  it  was  a  simple  and  harmless  process,  and  if  the  beef 
stood  the  test  and  his  bid  was  accepted  that  he  would  submit  the  process  to  us, 
and  that  if  not  satisfactory  we  needn't  take  it. 

I  took  the  beef  to  test  it  and  asked  Mr.  Edwards  to  send  some  of  it  to  a  few 
regiments.  I  know  some  was  sent  to  Colonel  Wood's  regiment  (Rough  Riders), 
and  to  some  other  ships  where  the  Third  and  Sixth  regiments  of  cavalry  were, 
and  to  explain  that  we  wanted  the  beef  tested  by  exposure  to  the  sun. 

At  this  time  the  troops  were  subsisting  on  the  travel  ration,  the  meat  portion  of 
which  was  canned  beef,  so  that  there  appeared  no  probability  of  the  few  regiments 
I  sent  the  quarters  to  to  get  it  mixed  up  with  fresh  beef  for  issue,  nor  could  it  be 
taken  for  an  issue,  as  all  of  the  three  beeves  I  had  received,  the  bulk  of  which  I  kept 
on  the  Comal,  would  not  have  been  more  than  enough  for  one  day's  ration  for 
one  regiment  of  1,200  men. 

The  test  aboard  the  Cornal  was  certainly  satisfactory,  as  the  beef  covered  with 
burlap  held  out  eighty  hours,  and  I  so  informed  the  Commissary-General  of  Sub- 
sistence under  date  of  June  11,  1898;  also  Mr.  Powell,  who  was  present. 

This  beef  was  at  no  time  the  property  of  the  United  States,  nor  was  any  of  it 
issued  to  United  States  troops.  During  the  process  I  examined  the  beef  frequently, 
sometimes  every  two  or  three  hours,  accompanied  by  the  surgeon-general  of  the 
Swedish  or  Norwegian  army,  by  the  doctor  on  board  the  ship,  and  others.  Indeed, 
I  was  so  enthusiastic  over  my  work  I  showed  the  beef  to  almost  every  passer-by. 
Among  others  to  whom  I  showed  the  beef  was  Major  Daly,  surgeon,  whom  I  had 
observed  with  General  Miles  standing  on  the  bridge  of  the  ship,  to  whom  I 
explained  everything  I  knew  about  it,  namely,  that  it  was  beef  treated  by  Mr. 
Powell  and  that  we  were  experimenting  with  it,  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Powell 
having  furnished  it  for  that  purpose. 

"  Q.  2.  Was  any  specially  prepared — i.  e.,  chemically  treated — beef  received  by 
you,  and  if  any  such  was  received,  was  any  issued  to  troops;  and  if  so,  to  what 
extent,  at  what  place,  and  to  what  troops?'' 

Reply.  No;  no  specially  prepared  beef  was  received  by  me  in  an  official  sense. 
The  beef  referred  to  in  reply  to  question  No.  1  was  received  by  me  for  the  pur- 
pose of  testing  it  after  the  manner  indicated  in  same  reply. 

"  Q.  3.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  beef  being  supplied  to  the  Army  which  had 
been  treated  by  any  process  intended  to  delay  decomposition  through  the  action 
of  any  chemical  substance  other  than  salt  and  saltpeter?'' 

Reply.  No. 

•'  Q.  4.  Were  you  at  any  time,  either  before  or  during  the  war  with  Spain,  asked 
or  ordered  to  receive  for  issue  to  troops  any  so-called  fresh  beef  which  had  been 
treated  chemically  for  preservation  reasons  ?" 

Reply.  No. 

"  Q.  5.  If  you  were  so  asked  or  ordered,  state  when,  where,  and  by  whom  you 
were  so  asked  or  ordered  ?" 

Reply.  No. 

"Q.  6.  Have  you  at  anytime  or  times  heard  that  any  so-called  refrigerator 
beef  issued  to  troops  had  been  treated  in  any  way  with  or  by  chemical  substances; 
and  if  so,  when  and  where  and  in  what  manner  has  the  beef  been  treated,  accord- 
ing to  reports  received  by  you  ?" 

Reply.  Yes.     I  heard  that  beef  issued  to  troops  in  Porto  Rico  was  chemically 
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treated,  but  I  really  do  not  recall  whether  it  was  refrigerated  or  canned  beef  that 
was  so  treated,  nor  the  manner  in  which  it  was. 

"Q.  7.  If  you  have  heard  reports  of  character  indicated  in  Question  6,  from 
whom  or  in  what  way  did  you  hear  them?" 
Reply.  Through  the  newspapers. 

Reference  of  January  19,  1899,  inclosing  publication  in  New  York  Herald  rela- 
tive to  the  "  matter  of  alleged  embalmed  beef." 
Reply  to  this  matter  is  embodied  in  answer  to  question  No.  1. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  F.  Weston, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Colonel,  Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  U.  S.  Army. 


Consulate  op  the  United  States  of  America. 

Utilla  Honduras.     January  23  1899. 
Hon  John  H.  Gear 

Washington  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  As  I  have  been  reading  the  paper  in  regard  to  canned  and  fresh 
meats  furnished  the  Army  in  Cuba  and  as  this  place  is  about  the  same  climate  I 
though  you  might  like  to  know  my  experience  with  the  meat  just  put  up  in  the 
States.  I  have  used  both  the  Corned  and  roasted  meats  put  up  by  the  different 
packing  houses,  in  the  States,  and  have  always  found  it  to  be  first  class,  and  of 
good  quality  and  further  have  inquired  of  the  Merchants  Consumers  and  they  all 
say  that  it  is  of  the  very  best  quality  of  cours  them  is  once  and  a  while  a  can 
that  is  not  good,  that  occurs  in  all  canned  goods.  Now  as  refrigertored  meats  I 
have  used  some  of  that  but  it  will  not  Keep  12  hours  after  it  is  taken  out  of  the 
refirgertator  but  spoils  at  once,  While  beef  Killed  hear  Will  Keep  about  18  or  20 
hours.  So  if  the  Meat  is  not  Cooked  at  once  after  being  take  from  the  refrigertor 
it  will  Spoil  it  does  not  fly  blow  as  with  us,  as  there  are  no  flys,  but  just  become 
so  much  decayed  or  spoiled  you  cant  use  it,  I  am  some  what  surprised  that  men 
would  Make  the  Statments  I  see  in  the  papers  the  Statments  are  either  made 
thrugh  ignorance  of  willfully  falsefing.  I  have  given  this  Matter  of  Canned 
good  a  Close  and  carefull  investigation  at  this  place  and  other  places  as  I  wanted 
to  Know  about  our  good  there  is  no  other  meats  used  in  this  Country.  I  have 
been  to  a  number  of  places  near  hear  and  made  this  investigatin  before  this 
matter  appeared  and  have  look  the  matter  up  carefully  Since  and  Know  what  I 
write  to  be  the  exact  facts.  If  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  dont  hesate  to 
write  me  as  I  will  answer  at  once  of  couse  you  understand  the  State  Dept.  dont 
like  us  to  give  out  Side  information  but  to  you  will  give  you  any  thing  I  Know. 
With  the  best  of  regard  to  Senator  Allison  and  yourself, 
I  am  yours  Truly 

Benjamin  Johnston 


[Office  of  Commission  Appointed  by  the  President  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  War  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  23,  1899. 
Commissary-General  United  States  Army. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  at  once  a  statement 
from  the  office  of  the  Commissary-General  giving  the  following  data: 

First.  What  amount  of  canned  roast  beef  was  purchased  between  March  15 
and  November  1,  1898? 

Second.  From  whom  was  it  purchased,  where,  when,  and  in  what  quantities? 
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Third.  What  amount,  if  any,  of  that  purchased  and  issued  to  the  Army  was 
returned  from  Europe  and  how  long  after  it  left  this  country  was  it  returned  ? 

Fourth.  What  prices  were  paid  for  this  canned  roast  beef? 

Fifth.  What,  if  any,  inspection  and  analysis  of  canned  roast  beef  has  been 
made  under  direction  of  the  Commissary  Department;  when,  where,  and  by 
whom  was  it  made,  and  the  result  thereof? 

Sixth.  By  what  method  was  this  canned  roast  beef  purchased;  by  bids  in  open 
market;  and  what  are  the  specifications  governing  the  purchase  of  canned  roast 
beef? 

Very  respectfully,  S.  C.  Mills, 

Major,  Inspector-General,  Recorder. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  28,  1899. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigating  Commission. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  23,  1899,  herewith  returned,  I  have  the 
honor  to  answer  the  questions  as  follows: 

Answer  to  question  1 :  See  Appendix  marked  B. 

Answer  to  question  2:  See  Appendix  marked  A. 

Answer  to  question  3:  Armour  Packing  Company  returned  from  Liverpool 
about  25,000  pounds  of  canned  roast  beef.  It  had  been  sent  to  Liverpool  from 
Kansas  City  in  May  and  June,  1897.     It  was  returned  in  May,  1898. 

Armour  &  Co.  returned  from  Liverpool  500,000  pounds.  It  had  been  shipped  to 
Liverpool  within  the  year;  some  of  it  returned  in  same  boat  it  was  shipped  on. 

Armour  &  Co. ,  in  their  telegram  in  regard  to  when  this  canned  beef  was  shipped, 
desire  to  have  the  fact  brought  before  the  Commission  that  the  beef  returned  was 
exactly  the  same  as  sold  the  English  people,  and  was  from  stock  used  to  supply 
the  European  trade. 

Answer  to  question  4:  See  Appendix  marked  A. 

Answer  to  question  5:  Brig.  Gen.  John  F.  Weston  examined  and  tested  the 
canned  roast  beef  in  New  York  prior  to  the  Spanish  war,  and  reported  on  the 
quality  to  this  office. 

Many  cans  were  examined  in  this  office.  Cans  from  each  lot  purchased  were 
examined  by  the  purchasing  officer.  Some  cans  were  submitted  to  the  Surgeon- 
General  and  a  report  was  made  verbally  by  Colonel  Smart  that,  pound  for  pound, 
there  was  more  nourishment  in  the  canned  roast  beef  than  the  beef  in  sides. 
This  was  verified  by  the  reports  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Examinations  have  since  been  made  by  the  officers  at  Montauk,  Savannah, 
Tampa,  and  San  Francisco.  All  of  these  examinations  were  to  the  effect  that  the 
canned  roast  beef  was  good. 

Answer  to  question  6:  When  time  allowed,  bids  were  called  for.  In  all  cases 
the  various  dealers  were  called  on  to  submit  prices,  stating  quantities  that  could 
be  furnished  and  the  time  it  would  take  to  furnish  the  quantities  proposed. 

The  specifications  for  canned  roast  beef  are  found  on  page  24,  Handbook  of 
Subsistence  Stores,  copy  herewith. 

Very  respectfully,  George  B.  Davis, 

Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  of  canned  roast  beef  purchased  would  have 
supplied  275,000  men  twenty -five  days. 

G.  B.  D. 
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Appendix  B. 


Size  of  can. 

Number 
of  cans. 

Pounds 

Size  of  can. 

Number 

of  cans. 

Pounds. 

300,000 

175,000 

40,608 

9,760 

38,064 

936 

5,500 

1,680 

40,000 

3,750 

67,153 

39,160 

74,976 

73,000 

75,313 

76,513 

38,334 

50,008 

35,008 

33,334 

35,008 

26,400 

36,400 

96,624 

5,610 

48,288 

912 

10,008 

75,048 

25,008 

68,977 

35,008 

74,976 

150,000 

175,393 

150,000 

13,300 

7,300 

19,968 

300,448 

378,040 

6,024 

251,568 

2,592 

1,080 

400,033 

40,752 

3,597 

7,200 

18,000 

25,392 

12,600 

32,080 

152,880 

120,432 

68,400 

57,600 

16,008 

2- pound 

11,820 

47,880 

38,736 

90,000 

20,016 

18,036 

12,000 

18,000 

100,008 

3,600 

2,400 

82,008 

6,000 

150,000 

63,520 

100,008 

37,488 

100,008 

408 

1,416 

744 

12,504 

37,512 

18,756 

20,652 

386,200 

25,000 

12 

12 

6 

6 

1,320 

312 

72 

24 

240 

34,854 

35,008 

363 

540 

300 

456 

168 

48 

1,080 

5,265 

900 

5,604 

12,500 

5,436 

4,176 

8,005 

8,352 

23,640 

Do 

95,760 

Do 

Do... 

77,472 

Do 

Do. 

180, 000 

Do 

Do 

40,032 

Do 

Do 

36,072 

Do 

Do 

24,000 

Do.. 

Do 

36,000 

Do....                    

Do. 

200,016 

Do 

Do 

7,300 

Do 

Do... 

4,800 

Do 

Do 

164,016 

Do 

Do 

13,000 

Do 

Do 

300,000 

Do 

Do 

125,040 

Do  . 

Do.. 

Do.. 

200,016 

Do... 

74,976 

Do... 

200,016 

Do 

Do 

816 

Do... 

Do. 

2,832 

Do 

Do... 

1,488 

Do 

Do. 

25,008 

Do... 

Do 

75,024 

Do... 

Do 

37,512 

Do 

Do 

41,304 

Do_ 

Do 

Do 

572,400 

Do... 

50,000 

Do.... 

Do 

24 

Do 

Do..-- 

24 

Do. 

Do. 

12 

Do_.._ 

Do 

12 

Do 

Do 

2,640 

Do. 

Do 

624 

Do 

Do 

144 

Do .-. 

Do - 

48 

Do. 

Do 

480 

Do.. 

Do... 

49,708 

Do 

Do 

50,016 

Do 

Do-. 

724 

Do_- 

2,160 

Do 

Do. - 

1,200 

Do 

6- pound 

2,736 

Do... 

Do. 

1,008 

Do 

Do- 

288 

Do 

Do 

6,480 

Do. 

Do 

31,590 

H-pound . 

3,398 

3.600 

9,000 

13,696 

6,300 

11,040 

76,440 

60,316 

34,300 

38,800 

8,004 

Do    . 

5,400 

3-pound 

Do.. 

33,624 

Do 

Do 

75,000 

Do 

Do 

32,616 

Do... 

Do... 

25,056 

Do 

Do.-- 

48,030 

Do 

Do 

50,112 

Do... 

Do 

13,968 

Do.... 

Do 

261,384 

Do 

Total 

Do 

6,847,174 

Gen. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  25,  1899. 
Grenville  A.  Dodge, 
President  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  an  additional  memorandum  giving 
the  names,  addresses,  and  extracts  from  reports  of  eight  regular  officers  and 
others,  relative  to  refrigerated  and  canned  beef,  for  such  further  investigation  as 
your  commission  may  deem  advisable  and  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General  Commanding. 
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Extracts  from  letters,  reports,  etc.,  from  officers,  enlisted  men,  and  civilians  relative 
to  refrigerated  and  canned  beef. 


Date. 


Jan.   14 


Jan.   12 


Jan.     8 


Name  and  address. 


Jan.     8 


Jan.   12 


Jan.     8 


Jan.  17 


W.  A.  Rafferty,  lieuten- 
ant-colonel Second  Cav- 
alry, commanding, 
Huntsville,  Ala. 


S.  M.  Kochersperger,  sec- 
ond lieutenant,  Second 
Cavalry, Camp  Albert  G. 
Forse,  Huntsville,Ala. 

W.  H.  Paine,  second  lieu- 
tenant, Second  Cavalry, 
commanding  Troop  B, 
Camp  Albert  G.  Forse, 
Huntsville,  Ala. 


Thos.  J.  Lewis,  captain, 
Second  Cavalry,  com- 
manding Troop  A, 
Camp  A.  G.  Forse,  Ala. 


Extract. 


Jan.   16 


E.  M.  Lenny,  second  lieu- 
tenant, Second  Cavalry, 
commanding  Troop  D, 
Huntsville,  Ala. 


W.  F.Clark,  first  lieuten- 
ant, Second  Cavalry, 
commanding  Troop  C, 
Camp  A.  G.  Forse, 
Huntsville,  Ala. 


G.  A.   Garretson,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 


John  S  McNeilly,  captain, 
Sixth  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry, U.  S.Volunteers, 
commanding  E,  South 
Framingham,  Mass. 


I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  reports  of  troop 
commanders,  four  of  whom  served  in  Cuba,  and  one, 
Lieutenant  Paine,  in  Porto  Rico,  in  regard  to  the  canned 
roast  beef  furnished  their  commands.  My  opinion  of  the 
canned  roast  beef  used  in  Cuba  agrees  substantially  with 
inclosed  report  of  Lieutenant  Kochersp9fger,  Second 
Cavalry. 

1  did  not  find  any  spoiled  beef;  but  the  nutriment  seemed 
to  have  been  taken  out  of  it  in  its  preparation,  and  it 
was  very  stringy  and  unpalatable,  and  the  men  soon  tired 
of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  use  of  canned 
roast  beef  by  Troop  B,  Second  Cavalry,  while  in  Porto 
Rico:  The  troop  was  in  Porto  Rico  from  Aug.  2  to  Nov. 
26,  1898.  In  my  opinion,  this  article  of  the  ration  did  not 
prove  to  be  satisfactory.  The  men  of  the  troop  grew 
very  tired  of  it,  although  I  did  not  see  any  reason  for  it. 
I  ate  of  it  myself  to  some  extent  and  always  found  it  sat- 
isfactory, but  I  did  not  use  it  to  such  an  extent  as  the 
enlisted  men  were  obliged  to  do.  It  appeared  to  keep 
well  in  the  cans.  From  the  experience  of  the  troop  I  am 
convinced  that  as  at  that  time  prepared  it  was  not  suit- 
able for  use  by  troops  in  Porto  Rico,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  the  matter  was  with  it. 

The  canned  roast  beef  supplied  as  part  of  the  meat  ration 
was  very  inferior  to  the  canned  corned  beef  heretofore 
issued  to  troops.  When  opened  it  was  very  uninviting, 
having  a  colorless  appearance  and  being  only  a  greasy, 
soft,  pulpy,  stringy,  and  unpalatable  looking  mass.  I  did 
not  see  any  canned  beef  that  I  could  have  called  spoiled, 
yet  the  men  very  soon  tired  of  it  and  would  not  eat  it 
when  any  other  food  could  be  gotten.  Having  been  com- 
pelled by  force  of  circumstances  to  live  on  the  ration,  I 
personally  know  that  the  meat  was  tasteless,  and  after 
awhile  became  repulsive.  It  appeared  to  me  like  the 
residue  of  a  soup  kettle— that  is  to  say,  it  looked  like  beef 
from  which  all  the  strength  had  been  boiled  out.  It  was 
only  by  stewing  the  beef  with  tomatoes  and  highly  sea- 
soning it  with  pepper  and  salt  that  it  would  be  eaten  by 
the  men  at  all,  and  then  only  when  nothing  else  could  be 
gotten. 

The  canned  roast  beef  issued  to  Troop  D,  Second  Cavalry, 
en  route  to  Cuba,  and  while  there,  from  June  4,  1898,  on, 
seemed  to  me  to  have  been  boiled  first  to  make  soup  and 
the  meat  afterwards  roasted  and  then  canned  as  roast 
beef.  That  was  the  only  way  I  could  account  for  its 
insipid,  tasteless  condition  and  its  apparent  lack  of  nutri- 
tion. More  than  two  successive  meals  of  it  frequently 
produced  nausea.  Of  course,  I  lived  on  the  same  rations 
as  my  men  most  of  the  time.  The  above  is  the  verdict  of 
myself  and  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  my  experience  with 
canned  roast  beef  during  the  Santiago  campaign  con- 
vinced me  that  (as  furnished)  it  was  not  in  the  least 
satisfactory.  The  majority  of  the  cans  when  opened 
presented  a  very  uninviting  appearance.  The  meat  was 
rather  tasteless,  apparently  containing  little  nutriment, 
and  the  men  tired  of  it  very  soon. 
After  landing  at  Guanica,  and  on  the  march  north  to  Utu- 
ado,  my  command  used  native  cattle  for  the  fresh-beef 
ration.  These  cattle  were  young  and  fat  and  the  meat 
was  good,  even  under  the  unfavorable  climatic  condi- 
tions, which  made  it  necessary  to  cook  it  soon  after  kill- 
ing. At  Utuado  some  canned  roast  beef  was  issued  to  us. 
It  made  a  fair  stew,  but  otherwise  was  unpalatable;  some 
was  spoiled,  and  had  to  be  thrown  out  We  used  very 
little,  if  any,  refrigerated  beef;  none  at  all,  I  believe,  ex- 
cept while  waiting  near  Ponce  for  embarkation  to  the 
United  States.  At  this  time  some  was  issued  to  the  Sixth 
Illinois  Regiment,  whose  colonel  reported  to  me  that  the 
beef  was  spoiled  before  it  reached  camp,  about  6  miles 
from  the  wharf,  and  could  not  be  used  at  all. 
The  quality  of  the  canned  roast  beef  issued  to  my  company 
was  very  poor.  On  opening  cans  we  found  meat  discol- 
ored and  spoiled,  with  very  bad  odor.  It  made  men  very 
sick  with  diarrhea  and  disordered  stomachs.  Our  com- 
pany dog  would  not  eat  it.  Native  beef  was  mostly  over- 
worked cattle,  which  was  very  tough  and  could  be  used 
for  little  except  for  soups  and  stews,  but  was  as  good  as 
could  be  had,  and  far  better  than  any  canned  roast  l.eef 
that  was  issued.  As  for  refrigerated  beef,  I  know  noth- 
ing, none  having  been  issued  to  my  company. 
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Extracts  from  letters,  reports,  etc.,  from  officers,  enlisted  men,  etc.—  Continued. 


Date. 


Jan.  16 


Jan.   16 


Jan.   16 


Jan.  16 


Jan.   16 


Jan.   16 


Jan.  15 


Name  and  address. 


Edw.  J.  Gihon,  captain 
Company  A,  Sixth  Mass- 
achusetts Infantry,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,  Wakefield, 
Mass. 


Frank  E.  Gray,  captain, 
Sixth  Massachusetts  Vol 
unteer  Infantry,  com- 
manding Company  K, 
Southbridge,  Mass. 


F.  G.  Taylor,  first  lieuten- 
ant, Sixth  Massachu- 
setts Infantry,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, Marlboro,  Mass. 


Extract. 


N.  E.  Putney,  first  lieu- 
tenant, Sixth  Massachu- 
setts Infantry,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, Company  K, 
Southbridge,  Mass. 


Geo.  F.  Howland,  first' 
lieutenant,  Sixth  Mas- 
sachusetts Infantry,  U. 
S.  Volunteers,  South 
Framingham,  Mass. 

Wm.  N.Jackson,  first  lieu- 
tenant, Company  L, 
Sixth  Massachusetts,  U. 
S. Volunteers;  Armory, 
7  Green  street,  Boston, 


L.  G.  Hunton,  first  lieu- 
tenant, Sixth  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  assist- 
ant commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, Lowell,  Mass. 


As  regards  the  so-called  canned  prime  roast  beef,  would 
state  that  it  first  came  to  my  notice  on  the  U.  S.  auxiliary 
cruiser  Yale;  several  of  the  men  complained  of  being 
sick  after  eating  it.  We  had  the  same  kind  issued  to  us 
in  Porto  Rico.  It  was  unpalatable,  and  I  don't  believe 
that  it  contained  much  nourishment.  It  was  stringy, 
and  seemed  to  be  composed  chiefly  of  belly  pieces,  and 
was  best  adapted  for  food  when  made  into  stews;  and 
when  partaken  of  at  evening  mess  it  caused  violent 
cramps  in  the  stomach  during  the  night.  The  company 
cooks  tell  me  a  great  many  of  the  cans  were  putrid,  and 
the  stench  was  unbearable  when  one  of  them  was  opened. 
The  only  refrigerated  we  had  was  on  the  U.  S.  auxiliary 
cruiser  Yale  and  the  transport  Mississippi.  It  was  of  a 
better  quality  than  the  canned  beef.  The  native  beef 
was  tough  at  times,  but  was  preferred  by  the  men  to  the 
canned  beef.  From  my  own  personal  observation,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  the  canned  beef  issued  to  the  troops 
was  not  a  proper  quality  to  issue  to  an  American  soldier. 

The  canned  corned  and  roast  beef  issued  Company  K  on 
board  U.S. auxiliary  cruiser  Yale,  on  the  island  of  Porto 
Rico,  and  on  board  the  Mississippi,  caused  considerable 
sickness  for  the  few  men  who  could  eat  it,  almost  invari- 
ably causing  cramps  in  stomach,  followed  by  dysentery. 
The  native  beef  issued  while  on  the  island  was  at  times 
fair,  while  at  other  times  it  could  only  be  eaten  after 
several  hours'  boiling,  and  being  made  into  a  beef  stew. 
The  refrigerator  beef  did  not  come  under  my  personal 
observation. 

I  think  the  beef  we  had  all  through  the  campaign  was  very 
poor.  The  canned  roast  beef  we  had  on  the  steamship 
Yale  seemed  to  have  lots  of  fat  in  it,  and  what  lean  meat 
there  was  in  it  was  poor;  the  goodness  seemed  to  be  all 
taken  out  of  it,  and  it  was  coarse  and  spongy.  I  only  re- 
member one  lot  of  refrigerator  beef  that  we  had  on  the 
Yale,  and  I  did  not  think  very  much  of  it.  In  Porto  Rico 
the  canned  roast  beef,  to  my  mind,  was  no  better  than 
what  we  had  on  the  steamship  Yale;  the  native  beef  was 
tough,  but,  I  think,  better  results  were  obtained  from  it 
than  refrigerator  beef.  I  did  not  eat  any  of  the  beef  on 
the  steamship  Mississippi,  but  some  of  the  men  said  they 
thought  it  was  tainted  and  was  not  good. 

A  great  deal  of  the  canned  goods  that  I  saw  opened  on  board 
the  steamer  Yale  was  in  poor  condition,  and  in  many 
cases  the  men  could  not  eat  it,  and  it  was  thrown  over- 
board. While  I  was  in  command  of  Company  K,  Sixth 
Regiment,  we  had  some  canned  roast  beef  issued  to  the 
company,  and  most  of  the  cans  appeared  to  be  sealed  up 
tight,  but  when  they  were  opened  some  of  them  smelled 
bad  and  all  had  a  bad  taste.  The  men  complained  to  me 
constantly  about  the  meat.  I  think  sickness  of  K  Com- 
pany increased  considerable  during  the  weeks  that  we 
attempted  to  use  the  canned  roast  beef,  more  especially 
bowel  troubles.  In  regard  to  fresh  beef  killed  in  Porto 
Rico,  the  men  liked  it  much  better,  but '  t  had  to  be  cooked 
so  quick  after  it  was  killed  it  had  its  bad  effects.  Good 
corned  beef,  when  we  did  get  some,  was  all  right  and  the 
men  liked  it.  *  *  *  Some  of  the  beef  and  some  of  the 
bacon  that  was  issued  to  No.  2  hospital  at  Utuado,  Porto 
Rico,  was  condemned  and  was  buried  full  of  maggots. 
On  board  the  steamer  Mississippi  you  requested  me  to 
observe  the  men  at  their  meals,  and  I  did  every  day.  The 
men  always  grumbled  when  there  was  an  issue  of  canned 
roast  beef. 

The  canned  roast  beef  was  of  a  very  poor  quality.  Many 
of  the  men  could  not  eat  it  on  account  of  its  causing  diar- 
rhea. Cans  with  burst  heads,  caused  by  fermentation  of 
contents,  were  quite  common.  The  native  fresh  beef 
issued  in  Porto  Rico  was  very  good. 

The  canned  beef,  especially  the  canned  roast  beef,  was  oft- 
times  unfit  for  use.  We  used  it  continually  on  the  long 
marches  from  Guanica  to  Utuado,  and  the  men  preferred 
hard -tack  alone  to  the  beef,  which  was  almost  invariably 
flat  and  tasteless. 

We  received  no  embalmed  beef  in  Porto  Rico,  all  fresh  beef 
being  native  cattle  killed  as  needed,  and  when  possible, 
killing  was  done  late  in  the  afternoon  and  beef  issued  the 
following  morning.  The  native  beef  was  at  times  very 
tough,  but  much  preferable  to  canned  beef.  The  first 
canned  roast  beef  received  was  at  Guanica,  where  we 
received  a  small  amount,  and  which  was  of  good  quality. 
Afterwards  received  canned  roast  beef  at  Ponce,  Utuado, 
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Date. 


Name  and  address. 


Extract. 


Jan.   15 


Jan.   16 


L.  G.  Hunton— Continued. 


H.  W.  Gross,  first  lieuten- 
ant and  assistant  sur- 
geon, Sixth  Massachu 
setts  Infantry,  U.  S. 
Volunteers,   Boston, 


Jan. 


19  i  Alexander  Greig,  jr.,  cap- 
tain, Sixth  Massachu- 
setts Infantry,  U.  S.  Vol- 
unteers, commanding 
Company  C,  Lowell, 


Jan. 


14  i  Victor  J.  Hosmer,  ser- 
geant, Company  C., 
Sixth  Massachusetts, 
U.S.  Volunteers,  Lowell, 


Jan.   19 


Fred  D.  Costello,  second 
lieutenant,  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts Infantry,  Low- 
ell, Mass. 


Arecibo,  and  San  Juan.  Total  of  canned  roast  beef  received 
in  the  month  of  August,  1,695  cans;  thrown  away,  21  cans. 
Received  in  September  5,066  cans,  and  threw  away  222 
cans.  Received  in  October  960  and  threw  away  54  cans. 
The  above  were  2-pound  cans;  no  6-pound  cans  were  thrown 
away  by  me.  Much  more  of  the  beef  may  have  been  had, 
as  I  issued  it  as  far  as  possible  in  original  cases.  Much  of 
the  canned  beef  had  a  peculiar  and  nauseating  taste,  and 
without  doubt  was  the  cause  of  a  great  amount  of  diarrhea. 

The  canned  roast  beef  which  came  under  my  observation 
was  unpalatable  to  many,  and  to  some  repulsive,  if  used 
steadily  for  any  considerable  period.  I  believe,  however, 
that  as  a  food  of  the  nitrogenous  variety  it  represented  a 
fair  percentage  of  nourishment.  The  canned  corned  beef 
was  more  palatable  and  probably  of  equal  value  as  a  food. 
Having  heard  no  complaints  against  the  refrigerated 
beef  at  such  times  as  it  was  served,  I  believe  it  to  have 
been  satisfactory.  The  native  Porto  Rican  beef  was 
coarse  in  texture  and  tough,  being  usually  eaten  soon 
after  killing,  but  in  my  opinion  it  approached  more  nearly 
the  ideal  meat  ration  than  did  any  of  the  previously 
mentioned  forms.  As  to  the  "  results  obtained  from  each 
kind,"  I  do  not  claim  an  opinion.  Climatic  and  other 
conditions  entirely  foreign  to  foods  were  so  far  respon- 
sible for  sickness  and  loss  of  strength  that  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  attach  special  blame  to  any  one  of  the  varieties 
of  meat. 

Before  leaving  the  service  of  the  United  States,  I  deem  il 
my  duty  to  bring  forth  the  opinions  of  men  who  had  tc 
eat  Government  rations  regarding  the  much-talked-of 
beef.  The  men  know  what  the  beef  was,  perhaps,  better 
than  the  officers.  There  is  no  question  but  what  sick- 
ness was  caused  by  want  of  good,  wholesome  food,  of 
which  at  times  they  were  frequently  deprived.  The 
canned  roast  beef  was  particularly  bad  all  through  our 
campaign.  While  post  commander  at  Lares,  Porto  Rico, 
I  had  occasion  to  communicate  with  headquarters  at 
Utuado  about  the  poor  quality  of  16  or  17  cases  of  canned 
roast  meat  that  was  sent  to  me  about  October  1, 1898,  and 
asked  that  no  more  of  this  be  sent,  as  I  had  to  substitute 
other  food  in  its  stead.  It  had  a  bad  appearance  and 
smell,  poor  taste,  and  I  know  that  it  turned  the  stomachs 
of  many  men.  There  was  no  juice  to  it;  the  strength  of 
the  meat  had  evidently  been  extracted.  It  was  of  too 
poor  a  quality  to  stand  the  shipping  in  the  holds  of  ships 
and  opened  in  tropical  climates,  and  I  believe  lots  of  it 
was  old.  Every  man  in  my  command,  without  excep- 
tion, has  spoken  from  time  to  time  about  the  canned 
beef,  and  as  this  was  a  part  of  their  rations,  I  believe 
they  should  be  heard  from,  and  trust  their  testimony 
through  a 'few  noncommissioned  officers  will  be  accept 
able. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  my  expe 
rience  with  the  canned  meat  issued  by  tne  Government 
during  the  past  summer:  During  the  ride  from  Camf 
Alger,  Virginia,  to  Charleston,  S.C.,  I  had  charge  of  and 
distributed  the  rations  for  the  men  in  my  car.  Canned 
corned  beef  was  issued  twice  during  the  trip,  and  I  saw 
a  number  of  cans  opened.  It  contained  a  large  quantity 
of  fat,  some  of  it  being  in  large  lumps,  and  the  lean  meal 
itself  was  of  very  poor  quality  and  so  tough  that  I  found 
myself  unable  to  make  any  impression  whatever  on  it 
with  my  teeth.  I  finally  had  to  throw  it  away  and  sub- 
sist on  nard-tack  and  coffee,  and  I  saw  many  others  dc 
the  same.  The  first  thing  in  the  way  of  rations  issued 
to  us  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Yale  was  some  canned  corned 
beef.  It  was,  if  anything,  of  poorer  quality  than  that 
issued  on  the  train,  and  although  I  had  been  without 
food  for  some  time,  being  therefore  very  hungry,  ] 
could  not  stomach  the  disgusting  mess,  the  first  mouth- 
ful I  succeeded  in  swallowing  making  me  sick.  It  seemed 
to  be  full  of  stringy,  slimy  pieces  of  meat,  very  sugges 
tive  of  something  else,  besides  being  so  tough  as  to  re 
mind  me  of  chewing  india  rubber.  The  beef  was  of  twc 
brands,  Armour's  and  Libby  Bros.',  and  I  invariably 
found  it  wholly  unfit  to  eat. 

In  accordance  with  request  for  information  concerning 
quality  of  meat  issued  to  Company  C  during  Porto  Rican 
campaign,  would  say  that  in  my  opinion  very  little  of 
the  meat  issued  was  fit  for  the  men  to  eat.  The  fresh 
meat  killed  on  the  island  had  to  be  eaten  too  soon  after 
killing  (about  twelve  hours).  Some  cans  of  the  canned 
beef  were  all  fat,  but  most  of  it  was  dry  and  tasteless. 
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Name  and  address. 


Extract. 


A.  B.  Varnum,  corporal, 
Company  C,  Sixth  Mas- 
sachusetts Infantry, 
U.  S.  Volunteers;  Low- 
ell,   " 


Quartermaster  -  Sergeant 
Berry,  Company  C, 
Sixth  Regiment  Massa- 
chusetts. 


Willard  D.  Pratt,  corpo- 
ral, Company  C,  Sixth 
Massachusetts  Infantry, 
U.  S.  Volunteers,  Low- 
ell, Mass. 

Henry  A.  Thayer,  second 
lieutenant,  Sixth  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteers, 
Stoneham. 


Geo.  F.  Dow,  major  and 
surgeon,  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts Infantry,  U.  S. 
Volunteers. 


S.  G.  Sweetser,  first  lieu- 
tenant and  quarter- 
master, Sixth 
chusetts,  Boston. 


F.  A.  Washburn,  jr.,  first 
lieutenant  and  assistant 
surgeon,  Sixth  Massa 
chusetts  Infantry,  U.  S. 
Volunteers. 


I  put  in  writing  one  of  my  experiences  with  canned  beef 
issued  as  rations  to  our  company  while  at  Lares,  Porto 
Rico,  23  miles  from  regimental  headquarters.  When  I 
opened  a  can  issued  to  me  I  found  it  not  fit  to  eat.  I  had 
to  throw  it  away  and  buy  other  food  in  its  place. 
Others  had  the  same  experiences.  The  men  began  com- 
plaining to  the  "noncoins,"  who  in  turn  went  to  you 
(Capt.  Alexander  G-reig,  jr.).  The  beef  was,  for  the 
most  part,  real  bad.  It  had  a  sickening  odor,  and  was 
dry.    Some  was  sticky.    It  had  a  green  color. 

I  will  make  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  beef 
issued  to  Company  C,  Sixth  Massachusetts,  in  Porto 
Rico:  It  looked  to  me  as  though  the  good  had  all  been 
taken  out  for  making  beef  extract,  as  there  was  no  taste 
to  it,  and  the  only  way  we  could  use  it  was  by  stewing  it. 
When  issued  to  the  men  they  would  open  a  can,  and  the 
sme±l  would  turn  their  stomachs,  no  matter  how  hungry 
they  were,  and  then  they  would  dispose  of  it  and  go 
hungry  rather  than  eat  it.  On  some  of  the  cans  the  tops 
and  bottoms  would  be  bulged  out  from  some  cause  un- 
known to  me  from  the  meat  being  spoiled.  Some  of  the 
cans  were  all  fat,  and  it  all  looked  like  leavings. 

The  canned  roast  beef  that  was  issued  to  us  in  Porto  Rico 
was  rank.  The  most  of  us  went  hungry  rather  than  eat 
it.  Some  cans  when  opened  were  half  fat,  and  what  was 
lean  was  dry  and  stringy,  as  if  it  had  been  boiled  for  soup 
before  being  canned. 

In  regard  to  beef,  I  would  say  that  the  refrigerator  beef 
issued  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Yale  was  very  poor,  and  was  unfit 
for  use.  The  canned  roast  beef  issued  was  very  poor, 
containing  a  great  deal  of  grease  and  vein,  and  very  little 
nutrition.  While  on  duty  at  Utuado,  Porto  Rico,  in  the 
regimental  commissary  during  Lieutenant  Hunton's  ab- 
sence, I  found  it  necessary  to  bury  a  great  deal  of  it. 
The  native  beef,  while  coarse,  was  palatable  and  nutri- 
tious. The  refrigerator  beef  on  U.  S.  S.  Mississippi  was 
very  good  and  all  that  could  be  desired. 

After  leaving  Camp  Alger,  July  5, 1898,  until  return  to  Bos- 
ton, October  27,  1898,  refrigerator  beef  was  issued  while 
on  board  U.  S.  S.  Yale  and  on  S.  S.  Mississippi  only.  The 
beef  issued  on  these  occasions  was  of  excellent  quality. 
As  regards  the  canned  roast  beef,  with  the  exception  of 
an  occasional  can  which  was  spoiled,  the  beef  was  fresh, 
but  was  fat,  stringy,  and  unpalatable,  so  that  the  soldiers 
would  eat  it  only  when  forced  to  do  so  from  lack  of  all 
other  food.  Native  beef  was  issued  to  the  regiment  fre- 
quently during  its  stay  in  Porto  Rico.  It  was  of  a  poor 
quality,  being  tough  and  lacking  in  a  suitable  amount  of 
fat.  In  addition,  owing  to  a  lack  of  ice,  and  the  hot  moist 
climate,  the  beef  could  be  kept  only  a  few  hours,  and  had 
to  be  cooked  before  the  animal  heat  had  left  it.  This  was 
remedied  somewhat  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time 
by  killing  cattle  at  night,  and  allowing  it  to  lose  its  heat 
during  the  cool  Porto  Rican  night. 

In  Porto  Rico,  during  the  first  six  weeks  of  the  campaign, 
no  fresh  beef  except  native  beef  was  issued.  The  native 
beef  was  usually  killed  the  night  before  issue.  It  was 
tough  in  quality,  but  palatable  and  popular.  No  com- 
plaint of  its  injuriousness  was  ever  made  by  the  men. 
The  canned, beer  received  during  this  period  was  of  two 
kinds,  "corned  beef"  and  "prime  roast  beef."  The 
corned  beef  was  the  usual  travel  ration.  That  received 
on  the  island  was  more  frequently  offensive  in  taste  and 
almost  never  used  except  in  a  broth.  The  prime  roast 
beef  was  put  up  in  flat,  round  cans.  It  was  apparently  a 
boiled  beef,  and  was  very  fat  and  repulsive  in  appear- 
ance. It  was  unfit  for  use  except  in  soups.  The  cans 
were  frequently  found  to  be  swollen,  which  always  indi- 
cated a  damaged  condition  of  the  beef  inside.  When  in 
this  condition  it  was  very  offensive  to  smell  and  taste. 
It  was,  however,  frequently,  from  necessity,  used  in  soups 
and  broths.  The  use  of  beef  in  such  a  possibly  dangerous 
condition  was  necessitated  by  the  limited  quantity  of 
other  rations,  which,  with  the  exception  of  hard-tack  and 
coffee,  consisted  of  tomatoes  only,  served  in  the  ratio  of 
one  quart  can  to  four  or  five  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  beef 
issued  to  this. regiment  on  the  steamship  Yale,  in  Porto 
Rico,  and  on  the  steamship  Mississippi.  Refrigerator  beef 
was  issued  on  the  Yale  and  on  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
quality  was  good;  the  canned  corned  beef  was  almost  in- 
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Name  and  address. 


Extract. 


F.  A.  Washburn,  jr.— Con- 
tinued. 


H.  V.  S.  Negus,  Berkeley 
Club,  Bound  Brook, 
N.  J.  (Governor's 
Troop,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Cavalry.) 

H.  W.  Miller,  3468  Annun- 
ciation street,  New  Or- 
leans, La. 


Geo.  H.  Harries,  briga- 
dier-general District  of 
Columbia  Militia,  late 
colonel  First  District  of 
Columbia  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, 1412  G  street, 
Washington. 


E.  O.  C.  Ord,  captain, 
Twenty-second  Infan- 
try, commanding  Com- 
pany L,  Fort  Crook, 
Nebr. 


Wm.  C.  Brown,  captain 
Troop  C,  First  U.  S.  Cav- 
alry. 


variably  in  good  condition,  although  occasionally  a  poor 
can  would  be  opened.  The  canned  roast  beef,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  tasteless  and  sometimes  nauseous,  and  the 
men  would  seldom  eat  it  when  other  food  could  be  ob- 
tained. The  native  beef  was  tough  and  stringy,  but  was, 
in  my  opinion,  the  best  form  of  beef  furnished  the  regi- 
ment. 

Left  Newport  News,  Va.,  on  the  Manitoba  Aug.  4,  1898 
Whenever  the  beef  was  taken  out  for  the  day's  supply, 
even  while  in  its  "best "  state,  it  caused  our  stable  police 
to  even  run  or  hold  their  breath,  as  the  stench  even  then 
was  most  disgusting.  It  fairly  turned  one's  stomach.  It 
seemed  to  be  coated  with  some  substance  like  salt. 

Relative  to  the  meat  issue  to  my  company  for  consumption, 
I  wish  to  state  that  the  corned  beef  was  all  right,  but  the 
canned  roast  beef  was  totally  unfit  for  use,  especially  in 
a  hot  climate  where  no  facilities  offered  to  cool  it.  It 
was  used  by  myself  because  I  had  nothing  else,  but  it 
proved  a  miserable  excuse  for  food,  being  slippery,  slimy, 
tasteless,  or  a  taste  similar  to  that  which  meat  generally 
has  which  has  been  dead  too  long.  I  know  it  was  unfit  to 
eat  as  a  general  issue.  I  also  wish  to  state  that  the  re- 
frigerated beef  was  miserable  in  extreme.  With  very 
few  exceptions,  the  meat  issued  to  Company  C,  Second 
United  States  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  unfit  for  use,  and 
the  men  weakened  and  became  sick. 

I  have  seen  a  large  percentage  of  the  officers,  and  they  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the  statement  made  by 
me  in  that  report  (relative  to  the  canned  roast  beef)  was 
conservative  and  easily  to  be  sustained.  Perhaps  the 
best  judge  of  rations  was  our  commissary  officer,  First 
Lieut.  J.  H.  Griffiths,  who  agrees  with  me  in  every  re- 
spect as  to  the  unpalatable  and  indigestible  canned  stuff 
that  was  issued  to  us  as  the  principal  component  of  the 
travel  ration.  Lieutenant  Griffiths  may  be  communi- 
cated with  at  627  Florida  avenue  NE.  *  *  *  A  great 
many  of  my  men  refused  to  eat  it  under  any  conditions, 
and  suffered  for  two  days  in  the  trenches  simply  because 
they  had  thrown  the  beef  away  while  marching  from 
Siboney  to  the  firing  line.  The  meat  was  evidently  not 
put  up  for  the  Cuban  climate.  A  great  many  cans 
swelled  and  many  of  them  exploded;  many  others,  when 
opened,  revealed  the  contents  in  a  suspicious  and  uneat- 
able condition,  bordering  on  the  generation  of  gaseous 
force,  which  would  have  burst  the  cans  within  a  few 
hours.  In  justice  to  the  regiment  I  should  say  that  while 
there  were  very  many  quiet  complaints  about  the  char- 
acter of  the  canned  beef  there  was  no  noisy  discussion  of 
its  lack  of  virtues,  officers  and  men  alike  accepting  the 
condition  as  incident  of  war. 

Was  on  duty  in  the  field  and  member  of  department  staff 
in  Cuba,  June  22  to  Aug.  15.  On  staff  duty  Aug.  15  to 
Nov.  30.  The  beef  in  cans  issued  to  the  troops  during  the 
campaign  was  unfit  for  issue;  that  even  the  Cubans  to 
whom  it  was  issued  threw  it  away  and  found  itunpalata 
ble;  that  open  cans  with  the  beer  still  in  [them  were]  to 
be  found  lying  by  the  roadside,  thrown  away.  This  meat 
was  labeled  "roast  beef."  However,  it  was  boiled  beef, 
without  seasoning  of  any  kind,  and  had  a  tendency  to 
nauseate  a  person  compelled  to  eat  it  as  it  came  from 
the  cans;  this  canned  beef  was  unfit  for  issue  to  troops. 
The  dressed  beef  issued  from  refrigerator  ships  or  trans- 
ports, as  received  by  the  troops  with  whom  I  served,  was 
always  more  or  less  rotten  on  receipt  at  camp  during  the 
campaign. 

The  meat  issued  was  partly  canned  roast  beef  and  partly  in 
bacon,  the  latter  being  decidedly  preferred;  although  in 
individual  cooking  there  is  always  a  considerable  waste, 
from  the  liquid  fat  left  in  the  meat  can  after  frying  ba- 
con is  almost  a  total  loss.  *  *  *  The  men  became  so 
sick  and  tired  of  the  roast  beef  as  to  almost  loathe  the 
sight  of  it.  It  was  stringy  and  composed  of  the  poorer 
parts  of  probably  very  fair  beef  animals.  *  *  *  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  campaign,  when  a  few  cooking  uten- 
sils were  secured,  the  roast  beef  could  be  better  utilized, 
especially  when  a  few  vegetables  were  obtainable,  so  that 
a  stew  could  be  made.  *  *  *  The  roast  beef,  however, 
as  a  component  of  the  ration  was  universally  condemned 
by  both  officers  and  men,  and  I  can  not  recall  a  single  in- 
dividual who  favored  it. 
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Extracts  from  letters,  reports,  etc.,  from  officers,  enlisted  men,  etc.— Continued. 


Date. 


Jan.  18 


Name  and  address. 


Lewis  H.  Wilson,  6711 
Wright  street,  Chicago, 
111. 


Extract. 


Affidavit:  The  canned  corned  besf  was  filthy  in  the  extreme, 
and  it  was  composed  of  a  yellow  slimy  substance  with  no 
solid  meat  in  it.  There  were  a  few  shreds  of  red  meat 
floating  in  the  slime,  and  we  picked  these  out  to  put  in 
the  tomato  soup  to  salt  them,  as  there  was  no  salt.  The 
contents  of  the  cans  was  nauseating  in  the  extreme  and 
wholly  unfit  to  eat,  and  the  men  could  not  eat  it,  and  what 
little  I  did  eat  I  was  forced  to  vomit  up  because  it  was  so 
sickening.  The  canned  roast  beef  was  of  a  very  poor 
quality,  being  composed  in  a  large  part  of  yellow  slime 
and  fat  with  a  very  few  chunks  of  solid  meat,  which  was 
absolutely  tasteless. 


True  extracts  from  originals: 
H.  H.  Whitney, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  January  26, 1899. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  make  tender  of  an  affidavit  embodying  the  following  facts, 
which,  in  the  interest  of  fairness,  I  will  be  pleased  to  send  you  in  case  you  decide 
that  such  affidavit  will  be  of  service  to  the  Administration  at  this  juncture.  If 
not,  kindly  regard  this  offer  as  confidential,  as  it  might  place  me  in  unfavorable 
light.     The  facts  referred  to  are: 

I  have  for  some  four  years  prior  to  May  18,  1898,  made  a  considerable  study 
of  subsistence  questions,  having  been  during  said  time  subsistence  officer  of  a 
National  Guard  regiment.  I  acted  from  April  26  to  May  18,  1898,  as  brigade  and 
division  subsistence  officer  for  the  Ohio  troops  in  camp  at  Columbus,  after  which 
time  I  accompanied  the  volunteers  to  Florida  and  remained  with  Fifth  and  Third 
Ohio  in  camp  until  September  as  a  newspaper  correspondent. 

At  request  of  some  others  interested  I  acted  as  mess  officer  for  a  mess  of  5  to 
14  persons  during  most  of  the  two  months  spent  at  Tampa.  When  I  took  charge 
I  found  that  officers  generally  were  buying  their  meat  from  civilian  butchers, 
paying  exorbitant  prices  for  very  poor  beef.  I  insisted  upon  the  right  of  officers 
to  purchase  supplies  from  the  Government  and  finally  succeeded  in  obtaining 
that  privilege  for  our  mess.  The  improvement  in  the  quality  of  meat  obtained 
was  remarked  upon  by  nearly  every  officer  in  the  regiment. 

I  frequently  examined  the  fresh  beef  issued  to  companies  of  the  Fifth  Ohio,  as 
well  as  those  of  other  regiments,  and  found  it  to  be  of  prime  quality.  As  a  cor- 
respondent I  frequently  heard  complaints  over  this  or  that  petty  inconvenience, 
but  heard  nothing  but  satisfaction  expressed  over  the  issues  of  fresh  beef. 

Canned  meats  were  in  use  for  travel  rations,  and  were  issued  to  men  on  detached 
duty  frequently.  The  men  tired  of  it  in  a  few  days,  and  I  doubt  whether  any  salt 
or  preserved  meat  would  be  palatable  long  in  that  climate.  I  visited  the  hospitals 
in  Tampa  and  Fernandina  and  talked  with  many  medical  officers  concerning  the 
condition  of  the  men  generally.  No  complaint  was  ever  made  over  the  quality 
of  meats  furnished  to  the  men,  and  this  at  a  time  when  complaints  over  other 
matters  were  rife— that  is,  after  the  surrender  of  Santiago.  Had  such  complaint 
been  made  I  would  certainly  have  investigated  it,  especially  since  it  was  my  con- 
viction that  the  subsistence  supplies  were,  notwithstanding  many  unfavorable 
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conditions,  of  a  gilt-edged  character,  and  far  superior  in  quantity  and  quality  to 

those  ever  before  issued  by  any  government  to  its  troops  in  the  field  in  time  of  war. 

Respectfully, 

Albert  T.  Holmes. 


New  York  Journal,  Washington  Bureau, 

January  26,  1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Arlington  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:   The  witness  who  declares  that  General  Eagan  told  him  that  he 
(Eagan)  was  going  to  give  a  beef  contract  to  a  firm  of  Chicago  packers  because 
they  had  a  preserving  process  is  Col.  H.  G.  Giddings,  who  has  an  office  in  the 
Corcoran  Building,  this  city. 

I  would  suggest  that,  in  addition  to  the  verbal  request  for  his  appearance  which 
you  wish  us  to  make,  you  send  him  a  formal  written  request. 

Colonel  Giddings  is  a  gentleman  who  has  no  great  desire  to  testify,  and  who 
will  refuse  to  be  put  in  the  position  of  volunteering  to  repeat  a  conversation 
between  himself  and  another  person.  He  did  not  court  publicity  and  regrets 
being  involved  in  the  matter. 

Permit  me  to  suggest,  therefore,  that  it  rests  entirely  with  the  "War  Investigat- 
ing Commission  to  bring  out  on  the  witness  stand  the  points  he  made  in  his 
interview  in  the  Journal. 

Yours,  very  truly,  M.  F.  Ihmsen,  Correspondent. 

[Note. — As  the  result  of  this  communication,  Col.  H.  G.  Giddings  was  sum- 
moned in  the  regular  and  usual  way.     The  record  of  the  incident  follows.] 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

January  27,  1899. 
To  the  Commission. 

Gentlemen:  About  11  o'clock  this  forenoon,  in  compliance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  sent  to  Col.  H.  G.  Giddings,  at  the  Corcoran  Building,  a  note  in  the  usual 
form,  asking  him  to  report  at  2  p.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  giving  testimony  in  this 
investigation.  The  messenger  returned  with  a  verbal  message  to  the  effect  that 
he  (Giddings)  could  not  appear;  that  he  knew  nothing  about  it.  I  append  the 
messenger's  report. 

Very  respectfully, 

Richard  Weightman,  Secretary. 


Washington,  D.  C,  January  27, 1899. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  letter  addressed  to  Col.  H.  G.  Giddings, 
Corcoran  Building,  was  delivered  by  me,  and  received  a  verbal  reply  to  the  Com- 
mission that  he  had  nothing  to  testify  to  and  had  nothing  to  say. 
Respectfully, 

M.  J.  Deponai,  Messenger. 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate   the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington.  January  27, 1899. 
M.  F.  Ihmsen,  Esq., 

Correspondent  New  York  Journal,  Washington  Bureau, 

Fifteenth  and  F  Streets  NW.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  letter  of  January  26,  the  Commission  requested 
Col.  H.  G.  Giddings  to  appear  before  it  and  testify  at  2  o'clock  to-day,  and  he 
sent  verbal  answer  by  our  messenger  that  he  had  nothing  to  testify  to,  had  noth- 
ing to  say,  and  declined  to  appear. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  January  27, 1899. 
Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 

Sir:  The  following  firms  have  the  contracts  and  are  supplying  fresh  beef  at 
posts  occupied  by  United  States  troops:  Anniston,  Ala.,  Armour  Packing  Com- 
pany; Athens,  Ga.,  Armour  Packing  Company;  Augusta,  Ga.,  Nelson  Morris 
&  Co.;  Greenville,  S.  C,  Nelson  Morris  &  Co.;  Huntsville,  Ala.,  no  troops; 
Macon,  Ga.,  Georgia  Packing  Company;  Summerville,  S.  C,  Nelson  Morris  & 
Co.;  Havana,  Cuba,  Swift  &  Co.;  Santiago,  Cuba,  Swift  &  Co.;  island  of  Porto 
Rico,  Swift  &  Co. 

It  is  not  known  who  furnished  the  beef  loaded  on  Viking,  as  that  boat  is 
unknown  in  this  office. 

Very  respectfully,  George  B.  Davis, 

Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
Neither  the  Quartermaster's  Department  nor  the  Navy  Department  know  of 
this  vessel.  G.  B.  D. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  28,  1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  I).  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  list  of  additional  extracts  fron? 
reports  received  from  officers  and  men,  United  States  Volunteers,  relative  to 
refrigerated  and  canned  beef,  for  such  further  investigation  as  your  Commission 
may  deem  advisable  and  proper. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

Major-General  Commanding. 
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Additional  extracts  from  reports  received  from  officers  and  men,  United  States 
Volunteers,  relative  to  refrigerated  and  canned  beef. 


Date. 


Name  and  address. 


Jan.  23 


Jan.  23 


Jan.  24 


Jan.  19 


Jan.  18 


Francis  M.  Bean,  late  cap- 
tain Light  Battery  C, 
Pennsylvania  V  o  1  u  n  - 
teer  Artillery,  Pawling, 
Pa. 


Lieut.  W.  F.  Fulmer,  late 
first  lieutenant,  Light 
Battery  C,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteer  Artil- 
lery, Phoenixville,  Pa. 


Fred  S.  Sevier,  captain 
Battery  C,  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  Phoe- 
nixville, Pa. 


J.  C.  Storey,  late  corporal, 
Light  Battery  C,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Ar- 
tillery, Phoenixville,  Pa. 


Dacasta  Lightcap,  late 
private,  Light  Battery 
C,  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Artillery,  Pawling, 
Pa. 


Extract. 


I  certify  that  the  canned  beef  and  dressed  beef  issued  to 
Light  Battery  C,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery,  was 
totally  unfit  for  use,  and  was  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of 
sickness  of  the  command.  The  dressed  beef,  or  refriger- 
ator beef,  when  issued  to  my  command  was  in  a  very  bad 
condition,  being  covered  with  mold  and  a  growth  or  hair 
of  greenish  tint;  one-half  had  to  be  cut  away  to  remove 
the  mold  and  what  was  left  had  an  unpleasant  odor  and 
was  not  fit  to  eat.  The  beef,  both  canned  and  refriger- 
ator, caused  cramps  in  stomach,  diarrhea,  vomiting,  and 
fever,  and  I  believe  that  nearly  my  whole  command  was 
affected  until  they  refused  to  eat  the  meat.  Upon  first 
complaints  of  the  canned  beef  I  was  of  the  opinion  it  was 
a  common  "■kick,"  but  as  it  continued  I  decided  to  give  it 
a  fair  trial  myself,  with  the  result  that  it  caused  me  to 
vomit  what  little  I  could  eat;  after  eating  it  several  days 

F urging  and  cramps  in  stomach  as  well  as  sour  stomach, 
could  trace  this  directly  to  the  canned  beef,  as  when  I 
ceased  to  eat  it  my  condition  improved.  While  on  trans- 
port Alamo,  from  Porto  Rico  to  New  York,  there  was  a 
board  of  survey  convened  and  some  forty  odd  cases  of 
canned  beef  were  condemned  and  thrown  overboard. 

I  certify  that  the  canned  beef  issued  to  Light  Battery  C, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery,  was  unfit  to  eat;  that 
when  it  was  eaten  it  would  cause  vomiting  and  purging, 
and  I  believe  was  the  cause  of  much  of  the  sickness  of 
this  command.  When  its  use  was  discontinued  the  men 
immediately  showed  signs  of  improvement.  I  at  first 
contended  that  the  meat  was  good,  but  upon  the  repeated 
refusal  of  the  men  to  accept  it  as  a  ration  I  decided  to 
give  it  a  trial  myself,  with  the  result  that  it  made  me 
sick  and  I  was  compelled  to  stop  eating  it.  I  was  on  board 
of  survey  on  transport  Alamo  coming  from  Porto  Rico  to 
New  York  and  which  board  condemned  and  threw  over- 
board 40  cases  of  beef  that  were  spoiled.  The  stench  was 
unbearable.  I  believe  that  anyone  who  would  attempt  to 
eat  this  canned  beef  thirty-one  consecutive  days,  as  our 
command  was  supposed  to  do,  would  not  live  through  the 
thirty-one  days.  I  do  know  that  from  what  little  they 
did  eat  made  them  sick,  as  when  a  dog  will  turn  up  his 
nose  and  not  eat  such  truck  a  man  can  not  be  blamed  for 
not  eating  it,  although  it  was  given  a  fair  trial. 

This  is  to  certify  I  was  a  member  of  Light  Battery  C,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  and  did  eat  some  of  the  refrigerated 
beef.  It  was  covered  with  green  mold  and  was  not  fit  for 
the  men  to  eat,  and  the  canned  beef  was  in  my  opinion 
unfit  to  eat.  It  made  me  sick.  I  vomited,  had  fever  and 
diarrhea.  The  diarrhea  continued  a  long  time  after  I  re- 
turned to  the  States. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  was  acting  hospital  steward  from 
the  time  Battery  C,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  left  New- 
port News  for  Porto  Rico  until  they  returned  to  the 
States.  I  had  every  opportunity  to  observe  both  canned 
and  refrigerator  beef  served  to  the  men.  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  saying  that  it  was  not  fit  for  men  to  eat,  and 
some  of  it  given  to  our  dog  was  refused  by  him.  Much 
of  the  meat  on  board  the  transport  when  we  left  Porto 
Rico  for  New  York  was  in  such  condition  that  the  gases 
generated  caused  the  seams  of  the  cans  to  open.  The 
stench  was  unbearable,  and  48  cases  were  thrown  over- 
board. Myself  among  a  large  number  of  men,  were 
taken  sick  while  in  Porto  Rice  with  diarrhea  and  dysen- 
tery. After  eating  the  meat  we  would  be  taken  with 
violent  purging,  vomiting,  and  fever.  The  meat  was  so 
foul  and  the  men  were  continually  getting  sick,  so  I  told 
the  cook  not  to  cook  any  more  of  it. 

I  certify  that  the  canned  beef  issued  to  and  used  by  Light 
Battery  C,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery,  during  the 
Porto  Rico  campaign  was  unfit  to  eat;  that  in  my  own 
case  it  was  an  utter  impossibility  to  eat  it,  as  I  would  be 
compelled  to  vomit  what  little  I  had  forced  down.  There 
appeared  to  be  plenty  of  the  canned  beef,  but  the  men 
would  not  eat  it,  claiming  it  made  them  sick,  which  fact 
I  am  well  aware  of.  We  nad  but  three  quarters  of  fresh 
beef  which  had  been  in  cold  storage,  and  which  when  we 
received  it  was  covered  with  mold  and  hair,  and  fully 
one-half  had  to  be  cut  away  in  order  to  get  clear  of  mold, 
and  the  remainder  had  a  sickening  taste. 
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Extracts  from  letters,  reports,  etc.,  from  officers  and  men,  etc. — Continued. 


Date. 


Name  and  address. 


Extract. 


Jan.  33 


Jan.  22 


Jan.  26 


Benjamin  F.  Longaere, 
late  corporal,  Light  Bat- 
tery C,  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Artillery, 
Phcenixville,  Pa. 


Frank    R.    Trevor,  late 
first    lieutenant,   Com- 


pany D,  Sixth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry, 
Abingdon,  111.,  and  13 
members  of  the  com- 
pany. 
Edwin  R.  Shumway,  late 
lieutenant-colonel, 
Second  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry, 
"Worcester,  Mass. 


I  certify  that  the  canned  meat  issued  and  used  by  the  men 
of  Light  Battery  C,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery, 
while  in  Porto  Rico,  also  on  transports,  was  not  fit  to  eat; 
that  it  made  the  men  who  attempted  to  eat  it  sick.  It 
caused  vomiting  and  purging,  accompanied  by  pain  in 
stomach.  There  were  but  three  quarters  of  fresh  beef 
issued  while  in  Porto  Rico,  and  these  three  q  uarters  were 
covered  with  mold  and  greenish  hair  and  fully  one-half 
had  to  be  cut  away  to  get  rid  of  the  mold,  etc.  The 
quarters  of  beef  were  not  fit  to  eat.  It  was  an  impossi- 
bility to  keep  this  meat  on  my  stomach,  as  it  would  not 
retain  it.  When  the  company  would  fall  in  for  mess, 
after  attempting  to  eat  the  meat  they  would  throw  the 
balance  away,  as  they  could  not  eat  it. 

The  canned  meat  furnished  us  while  our  company  was  in 
Porto  Rico  was  unfit  for  food,  and  when  forced  to  eat  it, 
for  want  of  something  better,  it  invariably  made  us 
sick,  causing  diarrhea,  etc  We  are  all  satisfied  that  the 
canned  meat  was,  more  than  any  other  one  thing,  re- 
sponsible for  our  sickness  while  in  the  service. 

The  first  fresh  beef  issued  to  my  regiment  after  the  sur- 
render of  Santiago  was  issued  to  the  men,  and  as  a  result 
a  large  number  of  them  were  sick  with  bowel  complaint 
that  night  and  the  next  day.  After  eating  some  of  this 
meat  I  was  taken  sick  and  was  excused  from  duty  the 
next  day,  that  being  the  only  time  I  was  off  duty  while 
in  Cuba.  The  meat  seemed  to  grow  worse,  and  a  board 
of  survey  was  detailed  on  several  occasions,  of  which  I 
was  president.  On  every  occasion  we  found  the  meat 
very  badly  decomposed  and  the  smell  was  sickening. 
Tho  meat  was  condemned  and  ordered  buried.  *  *  * 
The  canned  beef  issued  to  us  while  in  Cuba  was  very 
unsatisfactory.  When  the  cans  were  opened  the  meat 
seemed  to  be  covered  with  grease,  and  when  that  was 
turned  off  the  meat  seemed  to  be  mostly  scraps  and  had 
a  very  repulsive  taste. 


True  extracts  from  originals: 
H.  H.  Whitney, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  30,  1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  The  Major-General  Commanding,  who  has  just  left  the  city,  desired  that 
the  inclosed  affidavit  of  Dr.  G.  Maxwell  Christine  be  sent  to  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Gilmore,  Brigadier-General. 


State  of  Pennsylvania,  County  of  Philadelphia,  ss: 

G.  Maxwell  Christine,  M.  D.,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  doth  depose 
and  say:  While  on  a  visit  to  Omaha  in  June,  1898,  I  was  invited  to  make  a  tour 
of  inspection  through  the  butchering  establishment  of  Swift  &  Co.,  at  South 
Omaha.  I  accepted  the  invitation  and  paid  a  visit  to  said  establishment  on  or 
about  June  27,  1898,  in  the  company  of  several  other  physicians,  members  of  a 
medical  convention  meeting  at  Omaha.  While  passing  through  one  of  the 
departments  I  saw  one  of  the  men,  apparently  an  employee,  engaged  in  injecting 
a  fluid  into  pieces  of  meat.  These  pieces  of  meat  were  perhaps  12  or  16  inches 
long,  but  not  as  wide.  I  do  not  know  what  the  fluid  was,  nor  for  what  purpose  it 
was  injected  into  the  meat.     I  recall  the  general  features  of  the  manipulation, 
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but  would  probably  fail  to  identify  the  workman.  I  have  lately  notified  Gen. 
Nelson  A.  Miles  of  the  above  information  solely  in  the  interest  of  truth,  and  it 
is  for  him  or  others  to  ascertain  its  relevancy  or  irrelevancy  to  the  present 
national  beef  issue  in  the  Army.    Further  than  that  which  I  have  stated  above, 

I  know  not. 

G.  Maxwell  Christine. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  January,  1898. 
[seal.]  Wm.  Y.  Tripple,  Notary  Public. 


[Telegram.] 

South  Omaha,  February  3, 1899. 
S.  C.  Mills, 

War  Investigating  Board,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Answering  letter  January  30,  inclosing  Dr.  Christine's  affidavit.  Dr.  Christine 
saw  the  process  of  curing  pork  hams,  which  consists  of  infusing  the  meat  with 
brine  or  pickle  around  the  bone  before  the  ham  is  placed  in  the  pickling  vat,  which 
facilitates  the  cure  and  makes  it  more  uniform.  The  brine  or  pickle  thus  used  is 
the  same  as  that  used  in  the  pickling  vat.  This  is  a  common  process  and  can  be 
seen  in  all  ham-curing  houses. 

Swift  &  Co., 

E.  C.  Price,  Manager. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  January  30,  1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Commission  to  a  published  statement 
claiming  that  there  were  "  experienced  disbursing  officers  in  the  island  (of  Porto 
Rico)  who  had  in  the  aggregate  over  $400,000  in  their  possession,"  largely  in  the 
hands  of  "  Colonel  Sharp,  chief  commissary,"  and  would  say  that  Colonel  Sharp 
was  not  with  the  expedition  that  sailed  with  me,  but  was  chief  commissary  on  the 
staff  of  General  Brooke,  who  later  landed  at  Arroyo,  on  the  southeast  coast  of  the 
island,  and  further  that  the  first  money  available  at  Ponce  was  in  the  hands  of  Maj. 
"William  Williams,  chief  commissary,  who  arrived  August  15,  1898,  twenty  days 
after  our  first  landing  on  the  island  and  two  days  after  the  peace  protocol  went 
into  effect;  in  evidence  of  which  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  supplemen- 
tary report  of  Maj.  John  D.  Black,  pages  8  to  14,  inclusive. 

On  July  18,  1898,  I  requested  that  paymasters  be  sent  to  Porto  Rico,  and  the 
first  one  arrived  to  pay  the  troops  on  September  13,  1898,  after  a  large  number  of 
those  who  served  in  Porto  Rico  had  gone  home. 
Very  respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General  Commanding. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  31,  1899. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President 

to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War  Department 

in  the  War  with  Spain,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request,  communicated  through  Major  Mills,  recorder,  I 
have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  the  information  called  for. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General 
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Chicago,  September  19,  1897. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  The  papers  of  the  day  state  that  you  have  determined  to  send  Gov- 
ernment troops  to  Alaska,  looking  mainly  to  the  relief  of  the  many  ignorant 
people  who  are  there  without  proper  means  to  carry  themselves  through  the  com- 
ing winter.  Assuming  the  statements  of  the  newspapers  to  be  correct,  your 
proposed  action  will  be  approved  by  every  friend  of  humanity. 

I  am  an  old  retired  provision  merchant  and  packer  of  meats,  and  desire  to 
tender  you  a  few  words  of  warning  regarding  the  proper  food  to  be  taken  for 
relief  parties  and  also  for  subsistence  for  troops;  and,  as  no  expedition  of  the  kind 
has  ever  before  been  undertaken  by  the  Government,  I  hope  my  knowledge  and 
experience  may  prove  of  benefit.  Over  60  deaths  from  scurvy  are  reported  as  hav- 
ing already  occurred  in  the  Alaskan  country.  This  dreadful  disease  decimated  the 
navies  of  the  world  in  the  early  part  of  the  century.  It  is  by  all  physiologists 
ascribed  mainly  to  the  use  of  "  salt  meats  " — meats  the  preservation  of  which  has 
been  effected  by  saturating  the  flesh  with  salt.  As  far  as  it  goes  this  is  correct,  but 
to  rest  upon  it  as  conclusive  leads  to  fatal  errors.  Thus,  it  is  assumed  that  if  the 
salt  is  removed  from  the  flesh  by  "  soaking  "  or  "  boiling  "  processes  all  danger  is 
removed. 

The  trouble  is  not  in  the  salt,  but  from  the  fact  that  the  salt  by  its  action  has 
destroyed  the  nutrient  values  of  the  flesh. 

These  values  being  destroyed,  the  consumption  of  the  worthless  "junk,"  which 
yields  no  recompense  to  the  system,  produces  diseases  of  various  kinds,  and 
death. 

All  canned  meats  belong  to  the  category  of  worthless  foods,  and  where  they  are 
consumed  without  plenty  of  fresh  vegetables  they  are  deadly.  The  processes 
these  meats  undergo  strip  them  of  every  soluble  value;  and  of  15  or  16  natural 
constituents  but  3,  namely,  fiber,  fat,  and  gelatine — the  latter  from  the  dissolved 
tissues — are  present  for  food. 

The  promoters  of  the  transportation  companies  are  manufacturers  of  this 
fraudulent  stuff,  and  there  are  thousands  of  tons  of  it  in  the  Klondike  awaiting 
the  sale  which  the  circumstances  will  enable  them  to  force. 

If  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  can  be  prevented,  is  it  not  an  equally  high  duty 
and  within  the  power  of  the  Government  to  suppress  the  sale,  and  even  the  intro- 
duction into  the  country,  of  disease-breeding  and  fraudulent  foods? 

The  only  proper  flesh  food  for  Alaska  is  fresh  meat.  The  removal  of  the  water, 
or  a  large  percentage  of  it,  is  easily  accomplished,  and  when  the  meat  is  wanted 
for  use  it  (the  water)  is  easily  provided.  Perfectly  fresh  flesh  food  may  be  pro- 
vided for  Alaska,  conveying  every  nutrient  value,  undisturbed  by  process,  in 
three  different  ways,  which  I  beg  to  describe: 

1.  Pemmican. — This  form  of  fresh  meat  is  the  highest  form  of  condensed  flesh 
food.  1  pound  of  it  being  the  equivalent  of  4  pounds  of  fresh  meat.  There  must 
be  Government  officers  familiar  with  its  manufacture — Lieutenants  Greely  and 
Peary,  et  al. 

2.  Tasajo—  This  is  the  sun  and  air  dried  flesh  common  on  the  plains  of  Texas 
and  Mexico.  Not  more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  water  of  the  meat  need  be  removed 
to  insure  its  preservation.    It  may  be  baled  in  burlaps. 

3.  A  composite  of  meat  and  vegetables. — This  food  is  valuable  in  all  emergencies. 
Each  pound  of  it  conveys  in  desiccated  form  one  pound  of  fresh  meat  (any  ani- 
mal) and  from  3  to  5  pounds  of  fresh  vegetables. 

Each  article  is  so  prepared  and  arranged  with  reference  to  their  known  values 
as  food,  on  the  principle  laid  down  by  Lehmann,  as  follows: 
"  The  albuminous  matters—the  fats— the  carbohydrates,  and  salts,  which  are 
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the  bases  of  the  metamorphosis  of  animal  matter,  must  at  the  same  time  serve 
as  the  nutrient  matters  of  the  animal  body,"  as  to  as  readily  serve  the  weak  and 
sickly  as  to  provide  for  the  strong  and  healthy.  This  food  was  provided,  for  the 
late  Capt.  C.  S.  Hall  for  his  Arctic  voyages  in  1860  and  1864.  It  was  purchased 
by  the  sutlers  during  our  war,  and  for  the  war  of  1871  the  German  scientists  pro- 
vided something  similar.  It  should  be  prepared  under  Government  auspices  to 
insure  its  integrity.  I  beg  leave  to  place  any  knowledge  I  have  on  the  subject  at 
the  service  of  the  Department,  and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  W.  Clarke  Marshall, 

6646  Wentworth  Avenue,  Chicago. 
I  refer  to  any  member  of  the  New  York  Produce  Exchange. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  October  7,  1897. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army,  with  the  request  that  this  paper 
may  be  acted  upon  by  his  Department  and  returned  to  this  office. 

W.  H.  Bell, 
Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

October  9, 1897. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Smart,  Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  for 
report. 

C.  H.  Alden, 
Assistant  Surgeon-General. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Acting  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army. 

Canred  meats  put  up  by  reputable  firms  are  wholesome  and  have  the  full  nutritive  value  of 
the  meat  contents,  and  in  the  absence  of  fresh  meat  are  to  be  preferred  to  any  of  the  three  sub- 
stitutes suggested  by  the  writer.  Meat  when  salted  loses  a  certain  proportion  of  its  albumi- 
noids and  extractives,  but  what  remains  is  valuable  as  food  and  has  no  specific  influence  in  the 
production  of  scurvy.  With  hard  bread,  bacon,  pea  meal,  and  an  occasional  issue  of  fresh  beef, 
or,  in  its  absence,  canned  meat,  a  dietary  of  satisfactory  force  value  can  be  provided.  To  these 
there  should  be  added,  for  the  prevention  of  scurvy,  occasional  issues  of  potatoes,  onions,  or 
canned  vegetables,  or,  in  their  unavoidable  absence,  desiccated  vegetables  and  dried  fruit. 

C.  Smart, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

October  9,  1897. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  United  States  Army,  invit- 
ing attention  to  the  preceding  indorsement  hereon. 

C.  H.  Alden, 
Assistant  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Surgeon-General. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  October  12,  1897. 
Respectfully  returned  (through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army)  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
inviting  attention  to  second  and  fourth  indorsements  hereon. 

W.  H.  Bell, 
Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  18, 1897. 
The  Major-General  Commanding  concurs  in  the  remarks  of  the  Deputy  Surgeon-General, 
fourth  indorsement. 

J.  C.  Gilmore, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


442        INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR   WITH    SPAIN. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  19,  1897. 
Mr.  W.  Clarke  Marshall, 

Produce  Exchange,  6646  Wentworth  Avenue,  Chicago,  III. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
19th  ultimo  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  information  regarding  the  proper 
food  to  be  taken  to  the  sufferers  in  Alaska  and  also  for  the  subsistence  of  the 
troops  there,  and  ascribing  the  sickness  in  that  locality  to  the  use  of  salt  meats, 
and  in  reply  thereto  the  Secretary  of  War  desires  me  to  call  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  in  which  the  Major- 
General  Commanding  the  Army  concurs: 

Canned  meats  put  up  by  reputable  firms  are  wholesome  and  have  the  full  nutritive  value  of 
the  meat  contents,  and  in  the  absence  of  fresh  meat  are  to  be  preferred  to  any  of  the  three  sub- 
stitutes suggested  by  the  writer.  Meat  when  salted  loses  a  certain  proportion  of  its  albumi- 
noids and  extractives,  but  what  remains  is  valuable  as  food  and  has  no  specific  influence  in  the 
production  of  scurvy.  With  hard  bread,  bacon,  pea  meal,  and  an  occasional  issue  of  fresh  beef, 
or,  in  its  absence,  canned  meat,  a  dietary  of  a  satisfactory  force  value  can  be  provided.  To  these 
there  should  be  added,  for  the  prevention  of  scurvy,  occasional  issues  of  potatoes,  onions,  or 
canned  vegetables,  or,  in  their  unavoidable  absence,  desiccated  vegetables  and  dried  fruit. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  Carter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Chicago,  September  22, 1898. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Chicago  Herald  of  this  date  states,  as  the  result  of  an  interview 
with  you,  that  you  stand  in  defense  of  the  Medical  and  Commissary  departments 
of  the  Army. 

To  many  people  here  it  has  seemed  as  though  the  friends  of  these  very  Depart- 
ments were  actively  employed  in  making  a  scapegoat  of  you,  to  cover  up,  if  pos- 
sible, their  incompetency,  their  ignorance,  or,  mayhap,  if  corruption  there  be, 
their  corruption. 

If  you  are  going  to  make  yourself  responsible  for  the  integrity  of  these  officials 
it  is  more  than  likely  you  will  fall  by  the  way.  Speaking  for  one  man  somewhat 
acquainted  with  the  drift  of  Washington  matters,  I  have  to  say  I  have  until  this 
moment  looked  upon  the  present  state  of  affairs  and  believed  that  the  hue  and 
cry  now  out  for  a  victim  is  invented  and  raised  for  the  sole  purpose  of  diverting 
the  just  wrath  of  the  people  from  the  true  cause  or  causes  of  the  great  disaster. 
Many  of  the  true  causes  will  finally  be  found  perhaps  in  the  cast-iron  traditions 
of  your  high  office,  but  the  business  of  the  hour  is  with  the  exact  immediate 
causes  which  could  have  been  prevented. 

I  am  preparing  to  show  to  the  jury  of  inquiry  that  without  public  notice,  with- 
out provision,  without  reliable  analysis,  and  despite  many  letters  of  warning  and 
vigorous  protests,  there  was  added  to  the  army  ration  an  article  purporting  to  be 
healthful  food  in  which  analysis  will  prove  that  no  health  or  strength  yielding 
force  exists. 

I  am  prepared  to  prove  that  the  consumption  of  millions  of  pounds  of  this 
worse  than  worthless  stuff  was  forced  upon  the  soldiers,  and  that  as  a  natural 
consequence  the  men  died,  literally,  of  starvation,  or  directly  from  simple  com- 
plaints induced  by  inanition. 

I  had  the  honor  to  address  one  of  these  protests  to  you  last  year,  September  19, 
1897.  The  occasion  was  the  fitting  out  of  a  relief  expedition  to  Alaska.  The 
public  press  had  stated  that  large  quantities  of  canned  meats  were  to  be  pur- 
chased.   I  pointed  out  the  worthless  and  dangerous  character  of  these  goods,  and 
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described  three  kinds  of  easily  prepared  pure  food  goods  suitable  for  regular, 
emergency,  or  even  hospital  rations,  and  had  either  of  these  been  examined  and 
adopted  we  should  not  to-day  be  wondering  how  men  could  possibly  starve  to 
death  with  apparently  plenty  of  food  before  them. 

The  reply  I  have  to  mine  of  September  19,  1897,  came  a  month  later  from  the 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  gave  the  "gist"  of  a  report  by  the  medical  staff,  to 
which  it  had  been  referred. 

I  am  going  to  hand  that  letter  to  the  investigating  commission  for  their  judg- 
ment, but  I  will  quote  the  opening  words  of  the  report. 

Canned  meats  put  up  by  reputable  firms  (?)  are  wholesome  and  have  the  full  nutritive  value 
of  the  meat. 

Now,  sir,  unless  every  scientist  of  the  century  is,  or  was,  a  fool  or  a  liar,  if 
every  book  upon  the  subject,  and  there  are  thousands  of  them,  is  not  worse  than 
false,  then  the  men  who  now  must  answer  for  their  falsification  can  only  reason- 
ably explain  by  confessing  themselves  agents  for  the  Chicago  beef  trust. 

A  little  further  on  the  report  says: 

Meat  when  salted  loses  a  certain  proportion  of  its  albuminoids  and  extractives,  but  what 
remains  is  valuable  as  food. 

The  medical  staff,  either  viciously  or  grossly  ignorant  of  the  art  of  canning 
meats,  should,  nevertheless,  have  known  that  the  official  analysis  of  these  goods 
by  the  chemists  of  the  Columbian  Exposition,  1893,  showed  a  wantage  of  albu- 
minoids and  extractives  equal  to  98  per  cent,  leaving  nothing  but  fat,  fiber,  and 
gelatine,  to  "  break  the  word  of  promise  to  the  hope." 

Says  Liebig  (the  elder) ,  who  sums  up  all  reliable  knowledge  on  the  subject: 

If  in  the  preparation  of  the  meat  for  food  we  destroy  and  remove  any  of  the  constituents  of 
the  flesh,  then  to  the  exact  value  of  the  missing  constituents  is  that  piece  of  flesh  unfitted  for 
human  food. 

And  says  Dr.  Ure  on  the  same  subject: 

It  (the  junk  beef)  may  be  eaten  on  the  same  principle  that  alligators  are  said  to  swallow  stones 
to  appease  the  cravings  of  hunger. 

The  consumption  of  this  fraudulent  stuff  by  human  beings  calling  upon  the 
economy  for  its  digestion  and  yielding  nothing  to  recompense  the  waste  to  the  sys- 
tem, means  sure  and  swift  death  to  men,  who,  exhausted  by  severe  labor,  look  to 
it  to  recuperate  their  lost  energies. 

As  a  matter  of  simple  fact,  it  may  be  said  that  the  more  of  this  food  (?)  the 
soldiers  consumed  the  sooner  they  starved  to  death. 

W.  Clarke  Marshall. 

Personal. — I  am  a  retired  New  York  merchant,  80  years  of  age,  a  Republican 
in  politics;  desirous  solely  in  the  matter  of  this  letter  of  seeing  the  investigation 
Commission  move  untrammeled,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  done  and  the  guilty 
punished,  and  sincerely  desirous  of  assisting  in  preventing  further  disaster  by 
eliminating  from  the  dietary  of  the  Army  and  Navy  the  fraudulent,  innutritious, 
and  very  often  foul  goods  known  as  canned  corned  beef,  etc. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

W.  Clarke  Marshall, 
6653  Harvard  Avenue,  Chicago. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department, 
Office  of  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  October  1,  1898. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War.    The  following  indorsement 
was  put  on  a  communication  from  this  man  dated  September  19, 1897: 
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"  [Sixth  indorsement.] 

"War  Department, 
Office  of  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

"  Washington,  October  12,  1897. 
"Bespectfully  returned  (through  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army)  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
inviting  attention  to  the  second  and  fourth  indorsements  hereon. 

"W.  H.  Bell, 

'■'■Acting  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence."1 
Second  indorsement,  this  office,  referred  the  paper  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army,  with 
request  that  it  be  acted  upon  by  his  Department  and  returned  to  this  office.    The  fourth  indorse- 
ment contains  the  report  of  the  Surgeon-General,  whose  views  are  fully  concurred  in  by  this 
office 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

Chicago,  III.,  September  #2, 1898. 
W.  Clarke  Marshall.    Relative  to  the  use  of  canned  meat  as  part  of  the  ration.    Secretary  of 
War  refers  to  the  Surgeon-General  October  6, 1898. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

October  13, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  statement  that  there  is 
nothing  in  this  communication  which  tends  to  change  thel  views  expressed  by  this  office  on  a  com- 
munication from  this  man,  dated  September  19, 1897,  under  heading,  Fourth  indorsement,  Surgeon- 
General's  Office,  October  9, 1897,  to  the  effect  that  canned  meats  put  up  by  reputable  firms  are 
nutritious  and  wholesome  and  taken  with  the  other  components  of  the  travel  ration  give  full 
satisfaction  to  the  troops. 

G.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army. 


Chicago,  December  5, 1898. 
Hon.  G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  two  letters  originally  addressed  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  one  dated  September  19, 1897,  and  the  other  the 
date  of  September  22, 1898.  The  letters  bear  numerous  official  indorsements,  to 
two  of  which  you  direct  my  attention.  Based  on  one  of  these  indorsements,  No. 
4,  on  the  letter  of  September  19, 1897, 1  laid  informal  charges  of  incapacity  and 
ignorance,  and,  putatively,  corruption  against  the  Medical  Department. 

This  letter,  mailed  here  on  September  23,  1898, 1  think,  in  view  of  several  sur- 
rounding circumstances,  I  am  justified  in  saying  was  suppressed. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1898,  I  succeeded  in  getting  communication  with  the 
Commission  investigating  the  War  Department,  and  on  the  5th  ultimo  was 
requested  to  testify  before  a  committee  of  the  Commission  on  the  7th  or  8th  ultimo. 
I  prepared  formal  charges  under  oath,  and  tendered  in  writing  my  willingness  to 
be  examined  under  oath. 

The  document,  after  a  cursory  examination,  was  returned  to  the  messenger  (a 
witness)  with  the  verbal  message,  to  wit:  "  This  matter  is  not  within  our  juris- 
diction." And  now  there  is  returned  to  me  official  documents  which,  it  appears 
to  me,  belong  in  the  archives  of  the  War  Department,  if  for  no  other  reason  that 
the  sum  of  scientific  research  as  expressed  by  the  constituted  authorities  should 
not  be  lost  to  the  coming  generations,  but  should  serve  constantly  as  a  light  to 
guide  wandering  officials  in  the  paths  of  duty. 

I  respectfully  submit  for  your  best  consideration  that  the  facts  here  stated 
fairly  establish  the  inference  that  there  is  a  concerted  effort  to  suppress  vital 
charges  and  evidence  on  the  part  of  somebody  for  somebody's  benefit.  I  pro- 
tested the  action  of  the  Commission  before  President  McKinley,  and  before  the 
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same  high  authority  I  shall  protest  this  act  of  yours,  for,  as  you  will  see,  the 
position  reflects  shame  upon  him.     Will  he  allow  that,  do  you  think? 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  very  truly,  yours, 

W.  Clarke  Marshall, 
6653  Harvard  Avenue,  Chicago. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  1U,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War.    It  is  thought  this  paper  should  go 
to  the  Medical  Department. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 


Office  Purchasing  and  Depot  Commissary,  U.  S.  Army, 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  January  10,  1899. 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  United  States  Army, 

Washington  City,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  telegram,  I  sent  reply  recommending  refrigerator  for 
Mayaguez  in  addition  to  the  ones  at  this  place  and  Ponce. 

Mayaguez  has  the  headquarters  of  a  regiment  and  usually  five  or  six  companies, 
and  ample  harbor  facilities  for  unloading  refrigerated  meat,  and  the  size  of  the 
garrison  will  justify  the  putting  up  of  a  refrigerator  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in 
that  vicinity. 

There  is  no  place  on  the  coast  on  the  eastern  part  of  the  island  where  more  than 
one  company  could  be  supplied  with  refrigerated  meat,  and  I  take  it  that  it  is  not 
your  intention  to  supply  a  refrigerator  for  such  a  small  command. 

Swift  &  Co.'s  representative  estimated  the  capacity  of  his  cold-storage  plant 
here  at  60,000  pounds,  but  when  the  meat  arrived  and  had  been  transferred  to 
this  refrigerator,  it  was  found  that  35,000  pounds  completely  filled  it,  which  fact 
I  wired  you  immediately. 

Captain  Piper  reported  the  capacity  of  the  refrigerator  at  Ponce  at  40,000 
pounds,  since  receiving  about  30,000  pounds  from  the  Port  Victor;  hence  the  full 
capacity  of  the  refrigerators  on  this  island  is  about  75,000  pounds. 

I  began  issuing  refrigerated  meat  three  days  ago  and  have  had  enthusiastic 
accounts  of  its  quality  and  condition,  and  have  called  for  written  reports,  which 
I  shall  embody  in  a  separate  report  to  you. 

With  present  force  to  supply,  this  refrigerator  holds  about  two  weeks'  supply. 
Can  I  count  upon  getting  a  fresh  supply  every  two  weeks? 
Very  respectfully, 

John  Little, 
Major,  U.  S.  Army,  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

Purchasing  and  Depot  Commissary. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  February  2,  1899. 
Mr.  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  Herewith  please  find  affidavit  requested  per  your  communication  of 
February  1,  received  this  day. 

Should  support  for  my  statements  be  desired,  I  am  able  to  furnish  additional 
affidavits  of  officers  and  men  of  volunteer  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry  regi- 
ments who  are  now  resident  here,  and  will  do  so  on  request. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Albert  T.  Holmes. 
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State  of  Ohio,  Cuyahoga  County,  ss: 

Before  me,  J.  W.  Sykora,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  county  of  Cuyahoga 
and  State  of  Ohio,  personally  appeared  Albert  T.  Holmes,  esq.,  who,  being  first 
duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says  as  follows,  to  wit: 

I  am  a  resident  of  the  village  of  Glenville,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;  am  36  years  of 
age,  and  an  attorney  at  law  by  profession.  I  was  commissioned  as  first  lieuten- 
ant and  commissary  of  the  Fifth  Regiment  Infantry,  Ohio  National  Guard,  in  the 
year  1894,  my  commission  bearing  date  of  May  3  of  that  year,  since  which  time 
I  have  devoted  much  time  and  attention  to  perfecting  myself  in  the  details  of 
providing  subsistence  for  troops  in  the  field.  I  had  entire  charge  of  subsistence 
matters  for  said  regiment  during  various  tours  of  riot  service  and  at  State 
encampments  in  1894,  1895, 1896,  and  1897. 

On  the  27th  day  of  April,  1898, 1  was  ordered  by  Maj.  Gen.  H.  A.  Axline,  then 
commanding  the  Ohio  National  Guard,  to  report  at  Camp  Bushnell,  near  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  where  I  was  assigned  to  duty  as  acting  commissary-general  for  the 
Second  Provisional  Brigade,  Ohio  National  Guard.  From  April  27  to  May  18, 
1898, 1  filled  the  position  last  named,  acting  during  more  than  half  the  time  as 
subsistence  officer  for  both  brigades  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard,  which  included 
8  regiments  and  1  separate  battalion  of  infantry,  1  battalion  of  artillery,  and  2 
squadrons  of  cavalry. 

The  Fifth  Ohio  Infantry  Regiment  left  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  Tampa,  Fla.,  May 
18, 1898,  and  I  accompanied  it  from  that  place  to  Tampa,  Fla.,  as  a  newspaper 
correspondent.  I  remained  with  the  regiment  in  camp  near  Tampa  from  May  21 
until  July  23,  1898,  frequently  visiting  other  regiments  encamped  near  that  city. 
I  frequently  examined  the  components  of  rations  issued  to  the  companies  of 
various  regiments,  and  found  the  fresh  beef  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  Canned 
meats  which  were  issued  to  the  Fifth  Ohio  Regiment  for  travel  rations  and  to 
men  on  detached  duty  was  of  good  quality  and  ample  in  quantity.  I  observed 
that  the  men  soon  tired  of  salted  and  preserved  meats,  and  I  doubt  whether  such 
food  would  continue  long  to  be  palatable  in  Florida. 

During  the  greater  part  of  our  stay  in  Tampa  and  also  during  about  a  month 
which  I  subsequently  spent  with  the  Fifth  Ohio  Regiment  in  camp  near  Fernan- 
dina  I  acted  as  "  mess  officer  "  for  an  officers'  mess,  varying  in  number  from  5  to  14 
officers.  When  I  assumed  charge  of  said  "mess"  I  found  that  the  officers  were 
buying  their  meats  from  civilian  butchers  in  Tampa  and  paying  often  as  much  as 
25  cents  per  pound  for  very  poor  beef.  I  insisted  upon  the  right  of  officers  to  pur- 
chase subsistence  from  the  United  States  Government,  until  I  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing that  privilege  for  our  ' '  mess  "  and  others.  At  the  first  meal  at  which  beef  so 
obtained  from  the  Government  was  served  at  our  mess  table  remark  was  made  by 
many  of  the  officers  upon  the  improvement  noticed  by  them  in  the  quality  of 
beef.  Canned  beef  was  also  obtained  from  the  Government  and  was  served  upon 
our  mess  table,  and  no  complaint  concerning  it  ever  came  to  my  ears. 

I  was  on  the  lookout  for  any  cause  of  complaint,  in  my  capacity  of  a  newspaper 
correspondent,  and  talked  freely  with  officers  and  enlisted  men  concerning  condi- 
tions as  affecting  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  men.  I  heard  and  investigated 
many  complaints  and  criticisms,  but  I  never  heard  anything  except  satisfaction 
expressed  over  the  issues  of  fresh  beef.  I  heard  complaints  of  the  canned  beef, 
but  such  complaints  were  never  within  my  knowledge  supported  by  the  medical 
officers,  and  until  I  read  something  of  that  kind  in  the  newspapers  as  having 
been  given  in  evidence  before  the  War  Department  investigating  commission,  I 
never  heard  any  intimation  that  the  canned  meats  were  unfit  for  food.  Had  such 
a  complaint  been  made  at  the  times  above  mentioned,  I  would  have  investigated 
it  upon  the  spot,  especially  as  I  held  the  opinion  then  and  still  believe  that  the 
various  components  of  subsistence  issued  to  the  army  in  Florida  were,  notwith- 
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standing  unfavorable  conditions,  of  excellent  character,  and  the  best  ever  issuec 

by  any  government  to  its  troops  in  time  of  war. 

Albert  T.  Holmes. 

Sworn  to  before  me  and  in  my  presence  subscribed  this  2d  day  of  February, 
A.  D.  1899. 

[seal.]  J.  W.  Sykora,  Notary  Public. 


Fort  Meade,  S.  Dak.,  February  3,  1899. 
Maj.  S.  C.  Mills. 

My  Dear  Major:  I  want  to  add  my  little  mite  of  evidence  to  what  the  board 
has  collected  on  the  subject  of  the  Santiago  campaign,  and  also  this  much  vexed 
meat  question.  I  took  the  trouble  many  times  to  carefully  examine  all  the  varie- 
ties of  beef  furnished  us,  and,  generally  speaking,  found  it  excellent,  and  so 
reported  it  to  the  Surgeon-General.  In  all  that  I  saw  I  only  came  across  two  bad 
cans  of  beef,  and  they  were  sprung,  apparently  from  accidental  contamination, 
before  packing.  I  was  the  acting  brigade  surgeon  for  the  light  artillery  (General 
Randolph) ;  we  all  ate  the  beef — in  fact,  had  nothing  else — and  in  all  the  command 
the  percentage  of  intestinal  troubles  was  almost  nothing.  I  think  this  would  con- 
trovert the  statement  that  the  beef  made  men  ill  and  was  nauseating.  If  you 
will  kindly  inform  me  what  to  do,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  send  sworn  affidavit  or 
anything  else  I  can. 

Very  respectfully,  Charles  F.  Keiffer, 

Captain  and  Assistant  Surgeon. 


West  Washington,  D.  C,  February  4, 1899. 
Maj.  Stephen  C.  Mills, 

Recorder  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
February  3,  inclosing  a  letter  to  Governor  Beaver  from  Mr.  C.  M.  Campbell. 

As  stated  by  Mr.  Campbell,  my  business  for  many  years  has  been  to  furnish 
ships  with  supplies,  many  of  them  for  Cuban  ports.  My  opinion  is  that  the  mis- 
take made  by  the  Commissary  Department  in  the  late  war  was  not  in  supplying 
bad  meat  to  the  Army,  but  in  sending  canned  meat  into  such  a  climate  as  that  of 
Cuba.  I  have  never  been  able  to  do  it  with  any  degree  of  success,  for  the  reason 
that  prime  canned  meat,  when  opened  in  a  warm  climate,  will  deteriorate  so  rap- 
idly as  to  cause  the  inexperienced  to  believe  that  the  meat  was  bad  before  it  was 
opened.  I  have  no  doubt  much,  if  not  all,  the  criticism  showered  on  the  Commis- 
sary Department  for  the  alleged  fault  of  furnishing  spoiled  meat  to  the  Army  in 
the  late  war  has  for  its  only  basis  hasty  and  wrong  conclusions  on  the  part  of 
those  who  observed  the  seemingly  apparent  facts.  Had  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment sent  good  corned  beef  to  the  Army  in  barrels  there  would  never  have  been 
any  complaint.  Hence,  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  trouble  hinges  back  on  General 
Eagan's  inexperience  in  the  selection  of  such  supplies. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  very  truly,  yours,  Joseph  H.  Lee. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  February  7,  1899. 
Gen.  Grenville  A.  Dodge, 

President  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  here- 
with all  the  official  reports  received  by  me  other  than  those  already  submitted  by 
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me  to  your  Commission,  viz:  Sixth  Cavalry,  Eleventh  and  Nineteenth  Infantry, 
and  Captain  Ord's  report,  Twenty-second  Infantry. 

The  reports  from  the  Second  and  Tenth  Cavalry  and  the  First,  Eighth,  Tenth, 
and  Sixteenth  Infantry  have  not  yet  been  received,  but  they  are  expected  daily. 

There  are  also  inclosed  a  number  of  letters  bearing  on  this  subject  received  by 
me,  enumerated  in  the  accompanying  list. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  General  Orders,  No.  8,  February  8,  1888,  herewith 
inclosed,  in  which  the  word  "  fresh"  is  used  in  connection  with  canned  beef,  but 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  a  can  of  this  in  service  prior  to  the  late  war  with 
Spain.  Everyone  knows  that  canned  corned  beef  is  an  excellent  article  of  food, 
has  been  generally  used,  and  is  entirely  satisfactory;  and  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  you  call  for  official  reports  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what 
amount  of  canned  fresh  beef  has  been  purchased  since  October  31,  1895,  at  what 
time  purchased,  by  what  authority,  from  whom,  and  at  what  price. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  Army  Regulations  published  October  31,  1895, 
in  which  the  following  is  found  on  the  first  page: 

War  Department,  October  81, 1895. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  directs  that  the  following  regulations  for  the  Army  be 
published  for  the  government  of  all  concerned,  and  that  they  be  strictly  observed.    Nothing 
contrary  to  the  tenor  of  these  regulations  will  be  enjoined  in  any  part  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States  by  any  commander  whomsoever. 

Daniel  S.  Lamont,  Secretary  of  War. 

These  regulations  are  the  ones  that  have  governed  the  matter  of  rations  since 
that  time,  and  my  understanding  of  these  regulations  was  that  canned  corned 
beef  was  the  article  authorized  and  supplied  to  the  Army  prior  to  this  war. 

I  have,  in  addition  to  the  letters  above  referred  to,  important  testimony  perti- 
nent to  the  matter  in  question  that  has  come  to  me  under  cover  of  personal  and 
confidential  communications  which  I  am  not  authorized  to  use  at  the  present  time. 
Very  respectfully, 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General  Commanding. 


RELIEF  SOCIETIES. 


LETTERS,  CORRESPONDENCE,  AND  REPORTS  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE  RED  CROSS 
AND  OTHER  PROMINENT  RELIEF  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  THEIR  WORK  DURING 
THE  WAR. 

The  American  National  Red  Cross, 

Headquarters,  601  M  Street,  NW., 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  3,  1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

My  Dear  General:  Once  more  I  am  going  to  trouble  you,  and  I  trust  for  the 
last  time,  on  these  subjects,  at  any  rate.  Saturday  Springman's  express  took  to 
Fort  Myer  20  coffins.  Thirty  more  are  ordered.  And  then  the  half  will  scarce 
be  told.  These  will  be  filled  for  the  greater  part  by  Pennsylvania  boys,  boys  who 
but  a  short  time  since  left  Mount  Gretna  well  and  strong;  Mount  Gretna,  a  camp 
grandly  supplied  with  water  and  drainage  sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of 
35,000  men,  with  pure  air  and  healthful  surroundings,  and  in  exchange  for  it  they 
were  sent  to  a  site  that  has  been  known  ever  since  it  was  known  at  all  as  very 
malarious  in  its  condititions.  And  Dunn-Loring  is  no  better  when  it  comes  to 
that.  All  the  Pennsylvania  boys  are  asking,  "  Why  can  not  we  be  returned  to 
Camp  Gretna?  "  And  I  ask  you  why?  Company  G,  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, have  less  than  40  out  of  100  fit  for  duty.  Some  have  died;  many  more 
will.  This  company  (and  the  same  can  be  said  of  Company  A,  same  regiment)  is 
composed  for  the  greater  part  of  college  graduates,  who  had  entered  upon  their 
life  work,  not  men  of  loose  living  or  of  bad  habits,  and  men  who  took  as  good 
care  as  it  was  possible  of  their  bodies.  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  return  those 
who  are  able  to  go  to  Mount  Gretna? 

Another  thing.  This  same  regiment — and  it  is  not  the  only  one— have  had  fur- 
nished them  wormy  oatmeal  and  maggotty  bacon  time  and  again.  Yesterday 
morning  their  oatmeal  was  full  of  worms.  Sunday  was  the  third  day  in  suc- 
cession the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  had  been  without  any  meat  at  all.  Too  bad  to 
annoy  you  with  these  details,  but  perhaps  you  can  refer  them  to  the  departments 
to  which  they  belong.  One  thing  more.  I  have  information  from  Mrs.  Capron 
(Allyn's  mother),  who  lives  at  the  navy-yard,  that  a  number  of  our  sick  and 
wounded  are  soon  to  be  sent  to  the  arsenal  grounds.  She  thought  it  would  be 
terrible.  I  wished  to  know  how  terrible,  and  went  down.  It  is  awful.  The 
water  is  covered  with  green  slime.  Eastern  Branch  is  pouring  in  its  filth,  and  the 
wind,  as  it  often  is,  was  from  the  glue  factory  farther  down  the  river.  It  would 
make  well  people  not  accustomed  to  it  sick,  and  kill  the  sick,  I  am  sure.  Dp  not 
allow  it  to  be  done.  It  would  be  on  a  line  with  the  acts  of  General  Incompe- 
tency, who  seems  to  sit  enthroned  at  the  head  of  the  Medical  Department,  and  be 
on  a  line  with  the  mismanagement  of  the  Concho,  the  Seneca,  the  hospitals  at 
Siboney  and  Santiago  (as  per  report  of  General  Breckinridge),  the  pushing  back 
of  the  Red  Cross,  etc.     But  we  look  to  you. 

Sincerely,  M.  L.  Tanner. 

7833 29  449 
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[Memorandum  for  the  Commissary-General.] 

"War  Department, 

Office  of  the  Secretary,  August  3,  1898. 
These  charges  should  be  investigated,  whether  they  are  true  or  not.    Letter  of  M.  L.  Tanner 

attached. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Office  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  August  9, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Maj.  Gen.  "William  M.  Graham,  commanding  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Alger,  Va.,  requesting  an  exhaustive  investigation  of  this  complaint,  to  be  made  in 
accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  "War. 

Chas.  P.  Eagan, 
Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  August  7,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Colonel  Allison,  chief  commissary,  Second  Army  Corps,  for  investi- 
gation and  report  upon  so  much  of  this  letter  as  refers  to  the  subsistence  of  troops. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Graham. 

Carl  Reichmann, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps,  Office  Chief  Commissary, 

Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  August  8,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  corps.  After  a  lengthy  investigation 
and  careful  search  through  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania,  I  succeeded  in  finding  a  man  who  pur^ 
chased  some  wormy  oatmeal.  He  reported  having  bought  it  at  a  huckster's  stand  near  the  camp. 
This  was  the  only  case  of  wormy  oatmeal  I  could  hear  of  in  the  regiment.  I  found  a  number 
who  had  purchased  the  article  from  the  depot  commissary,  and  in  each  case  the  quality  was 
reported  as  excellent.  Large  amounts  have  been  sold  from  there  and  no  complaint  or  criticism 
as  to  quality  received. 

Questioning  all  the  company  commanders,  I!  succeeded  in  finding  but  one  who  had  seen  or 
known  of  any  "maggotty  bacon.'"  This  was  a  small  amount  that  had  lain  in  the  kitchen  some  two 
weeks  or  more  after  being  drawn  and  while  the  company  lived  on  fresh  beef.  I  am  convinced 
that  no  maggotty  bacon  has  at  any  time  been  issued  to  troops.  If  any  regiment,  or  part  of  a  regi 
ment,  has  gone  three  days  without  meat,  as  alleged,  the  fault  lies  with  the  officers  of  the  regiment. 
Only  once— from  12  noon  Saturday,  July  30,  until  4  p.  m.  Sunday,  July  31— has  there  been  no 
beef  at  the  depot  at  Dunn  Loring.  At  this  time  the  beef  car  en  route  was  delayed  by  a  railroad 
accident  in  Pennsylvania.  The  depot  was  kept  open  all  day  Sunday  in  expectation  of  its  arrival, 
and  many  regiments  kept  men  there  to  watch  for  it.  To  all  of  these  and  to  all  who  came  for  it  beef 
was  issued  on  its  arrival.  Less  careful  regiments  possibly  may  have  been  missed  both  days.  If 
they  did  the  fault  was  their  own. 

James  N.  Allison, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  August  8,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  commanding  general  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  for 
investigation  and  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Twelfth  Pennsylvania  Infantry  Volunteers 
so  far  as  health  is  concerned. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Graham. 

C.  S.  Roberts,  Adjutant-General. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Office  Division  Surgeon,  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  August  13,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned.  I  have  this  day  made  a  careful  inspection  of  the  sanitary  condition 
and  health  of  the  men  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry. 

This  regiment  is  now  encamped  at  its  new  site  and  have  been  there  about  two  weeks.  They 
have  an  excellent  location,  plenty  of  water,  and  a  clean  camp.  The  sinks  are  some  faulty  in  not 
being  large  enough,  which  facts  were  pointed  out  to  the  medical  officer  and  proper  ones  will  be 
constructed.  The  health  of  this  command  is  excellent  and  the  morning  sick  report  shows  a 
decided  decrease  of  the  sick.  One  company  previous  to  its  removal  to  this  new  camp  has  had  an 
unusually  large  number  of  sick,  but  at  the  present  time  everything  about  the  men  and  camp  in 
good  condition. 

George  Cook,  Chief  Surgeon. 
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[Seventh  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  First  Division,  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Alger,  Va.,  August  lh,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned.    Attention  invited  to  the  report  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  division. 

M.  C.  Butler, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[Eighth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Second  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Russell  A.  Alger,  Va.,  August  1U,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Attention  to  fourth  and  seventh  indorsements. 

William  Montrose  Graham, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Sibley  Memorial  Hospital,  North  Capitol  and  Pierce  Streets, 

Washington,  August  10,  1898. 
The  Investigation  Commission: 

I  am  requested  by  the  secretary  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  in  Philadelphia  and 
by  members  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  American  National  Red  Cross 
Society  in  this  city  to  give  my  testimony  on  condition  of  affairs  relating  to  Red 
Cross  work  in  Camp  Meade,  Pa.,  as  they  exist  at  the  present  time. 

I  spent  three  weeks  recently  as  nurse  in  the  Red  Cross  hospital  in  that  camp, 
and  was  shocked  and  pained  to  see  that  human  life  was  held  so  cheap  by  officers 
of  the  Government  of  a  so-called  Christian  country. 

Are  there  not  in  this  country  conscientious,  efficient  medical  men  to  place  in 
positions  of  such  tremendous  responsibility,  men  who  will  at  least  take  as  much 
interest  in  the  human  lives  intrusted  to  their  care  as  an  ordinary  veterinary 
surgeon  would  take  in  an  animal?    Even  that  is  not  being  done  at  the  present  time. 

If  such  men  are  not  to  be  found,  is  there  not  some  way  by  which  the  men  now 
in  those  positions  could  be  made  to  feel  some  responsibility  as  to  do  their  duty? 

I  shall  be  at  liberty  to  see  a  member  of  the  investigating  Commission  at  this 
hospital  any  forenoon  of  this  coming  week  from  8  to  12,  or  could  meet  them 
elsewhere  by  appointment. 

I  am  authorized  by  the  secretary  of  the  Red  Cross  Society  in  Philadelphia  to 
say  that  if  it  is  desired  to  have  my  testimony  corroborated  by  any  of  the  Red 
Cross  corps  now  at  the  camp,  the  society  will  order  them  to  be  sent  to  Washington 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Faithfully,  yours,  Charlotte  A.  Aikens, 

Supervising  Nurse. 

[Note. — There  is  no  record  of  this  person's  testimony.] 


Illinois  Army  and  Navy  League,  Secretary's  Office, 

Chicago,  September  14,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Illinois  Army  and  Navy  League  has 
organized  a  very  efficient  system  of  service,  by  which  all  soldiers  who  pass  through 
Chicago  on  furlough  on  their  way  home  are  met  at  the  railway  stations,  their 
wants  inquired  into,  and  in  case  they  need  anything  in  the  way  of  medical  treat- 
ment, food,  transportation,  or  otherwise  these  wants  are  fully  supplied  at  the 
expense  of  the  league.  We  have  stationed  in  every  depot  a  Grand  Army  man, 
who  is  on  duty  from  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  10  o'clock  at  night,  or  later  if 
necessary,  who  is  assisted  by  a  volunteer  committee  of  Sons  of  Veterans  and 
women.    The  city  health  department  has  organized  a  corps  of  volunteer  physi- 
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cians,  and  every  train  known  to  have  sick  soldiers  upon  it  is  met  outside  the  city 
limits,  ambulances  are  provided  for  all  who  need  to  be  taken  to  the  hospitals  or 
transported  from  one  station  to  another,  and  we  have  300  beds  in  the  hospitals  in 
this  city  at  our  command.  During  the  past  week  we  cared  for  between  700  and 
800  sick  and  destitute  soldiers,  of  whom  15  were  unable  to  continue  their  journey 
and  were  sent  to  hospitals.    This  work  is  costing  us  about  $300  per  week. 

I  was  at  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern  depot  last  night  in  person  when  two 
Pullman  sleepers  arrived  from  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  containing  45  sick  men  of  the 
First  Wisconsin  Infantry,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  one  man  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Iowa.  I  personally  inspected  these  cars  and  conversed  with  the  men. 
About  one-half  of  them  were  able  to  sit  up,  the  rest  were  in  their  berths.  There 
was  with  them  no  physician,  and  one  of  the  men  was  so  dangerously  ill  that  he 
had  to  be  taken  out  of  the  train  and  sent  to  the  Cook  County  Hospital  for  fear 
that  he  would  die  before  reaching  home.  Three  of  the  boys'  parents  were  on  the 
train,  one  man  and  two  women,  and  they  informed  me  that  the  surgeon  in  charge 
of  the  Second  Division  hospital  at  Jacksonville,  whose  name  I  forget,  had  assured 
them  that  the  train  would  be  supplied  with  an  attendant  physician,  three  com- 
petent trained  nurses  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  stocked  with  the  necessary  food  and 
medicines.  This  was  not  done.  The  Red  Cross  sent  along  a  very  kind  and  willing 
young  fellow  who  had  had  only  three  weeks'  experience  as  a  nurse,  and  all  the 
care  which  the  men  received  in  transit  was  given  by  the  parents  of  these  three 
boys,  assisted  by  this  inexperienced  male  nurse  and  the  porter  in  charge  of  the 
two  cars. 

The  men  were  not  furnished  with  the  $1.50  per  day  allowed  by  the  regulations 
for  traveling  rations.  They  had  very  little  money — some  of  them,  I  think,  none 
at  all,  and  they  would  have  starved  en  route  had  it  not  been  for  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Bond  and  Mrs.  Montgomery,  who  collected  what  money  they  could  from 
them  and  advanced  out  of  their  own  pockets  as  much  as  they  were  able  to  afford. 
Mr.  Bond  was  suffering  from  inguinal  hernia  and  required  medical  attention  at  the 
depot  in  order  to  save  him  from  strangulation.  He  had  telegraphed  ahead  from 
time  to  time  on  the  way  and  obtained  supplies  of  food  for  the  men,  some  of  which 
was  inappropriate  for  men  in  their  condition,  and  it  is  my  judgment  that  they 
had  not  been  properly  fed.  The  man  who  was  so  ill  had  been  overfed  by  his 
mother,  and  his  condition  was  due  to  her  injudicious  kindness.  We  did  everything 
for  them  in  our  power — supplying  them  with  milk,  hot  milk  toast,  boiled  eggs, 
and  stimulants,  at  a  cost,  I  should  say,  of  about  $25  to  the  league.  We  also  put  on 
each  car  a  trained  female  nurse  to  accompany  them  to  their  destination  at  Madi- 
son and  Milwaukee,  respectively.  Mrs.  Montgomery  in  particular  seems  to  us  to 
be  a  very  true-hearted  and  efficient  woman.  She  had  by  her  own  force  of  will 
held  the  train  at  Chattanooga  for  one  hour  after  the  conductor  said  it  must  go  on. 
She  was,  however,  in  a  somewhat  irritated  frame  of  mind  and  declared  that  as 
soon  as  she  returned  home  she  would  write  the  surgeon  who  had  sent  these  men 
off  in  this  condition  a  letter  which  he  would  not  forget  to  his  dying  day,  also  that 
she  would  report  the  facts  to  Governor  Schofield,  who  would  communicate  with 
you  officially  on  the  subject.  Governor  Schofield  had  sent  the  major-surgeon  of 
the  regiment,  who  is  at  home  on  a  furlough,  to  meet  the  boys  at  a  point  south  of 
Chicago,  and  he  was  with  them  when  they  arrived  here.  There  were  also  on  the 
train  five  dead  bodies  in  caskets,  one  of  which  was  consigned  to  Delavan,  Wis., 
and  had  to  be  shipped  ovei  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad,  con- 
trary to  the  rule  which  requires  that  every  dead  body  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
living  person  to  the  point  of  destination.  I  was  able,  however,  by  giving  my  per- 
sonal order  to  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  St.  Paul  Railroad,  to  send  the  body 
forward,  to  secure  its  transshipment.  The  names  of  the  friends  of  two  of  the  men 
who  were  dead  were  unknown  to  anyone  in  the  party,  and  the  best  that  we  could 
do  was  to  telegraph  the  station  agents  at  Delavan  and  Janesville,  asking  them  to 
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notify  the  friends  that  the  remains  would  arrive  by  certain  trains.     I  think  it 
right  to  make  you  this  full  report  of  the  circumstances,  in  order  that  you  may 
make  any  investigation  into  this  case  which  you  may  think  necessary  and  proper. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  H.  Wines,  Secretary. 

[First  indorsement.] 

"War  Department,  September  22, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General  for  investigation  and  report. 
By  order  of  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

John  Tweedale,  Chief  Cleric. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

September  <&h,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  Lieut.  Col.  L.  M.  Maus,  chief  surgeon,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  for  investigation  and  report. 

C.  H.  Alden, 
Assistant  Surgeon- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Surgeon-General. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Hospital  Second  Division,  Seventh  Corps, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  September  27,  1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  chief  surgeon  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

This  interesting  report  of  the  good  work  done  by  the  Army  and  Navy  League  contains  two 
statements  which  are  in  the  nature  of  complaints  against  me  and  which  so  call  for  a  reply.  They 
are,  first,  that  it  was  promised  that  the  train  would  be  supplied  with  an  attendant  physician, 
three  trained  Red  Cross  nurses,  and  food  and  medicines;  second,  that  the  men  were  not  furnished 
with  the  $1.50  a  day  commutation  of  travel  rations.    Both  of  these  statements  are  erroneous. 

These  men  were  when  they  left  the  hospital  convalescents  who  had  been  for  a  number  of  days 
fever  free  and  on  solid  or  semisolid  diet,  and  were  believed  to  be  fit  to  travel  in  a  Pullman  with 
reasonable  care  as  to  diet,  instructions  as  to  which  were  given  them.  Being  convalescents  they 
were  not  when  they  left  there  taking  medicine  and  were  not  thought  to  need  any.  No  physi- 
cian or  nurses  were  promised  them,  for  the  reason  the  weaker  individuals  being  in  the  care  of 
their  relations  and  friends,  whose  importunities  had  induced  me  and  the  doctors  under  whose 
care  they  had  been  to  agree  to  their  undertaking  the  trip  earlier  than  would  otherwise  have 
been  thought  advisable.  Mrs.  Montgomery  had  especially  been  for  some  days  importunate  to  get 
away  and  full  of  assurances  as  to  what  she  would  do  for  the  care  of  her  son  and  his  comrades. 

No  food  was  supplied  them  because  they  did  all  receive  the  $1.50  per  day  travel-ration  money, 
which  I  saw  Captain  Hacker,  chief  commissary  of  the  division,  pay  them  on  the  train  before 
they  started.  See  his  statement  herewith.  How  Mrs.  Montgomery  or  anyone  else  could  assert 
the  contrary  surpasses  my  comprehension.  This  should  have  sufficed  to  purchase  the  simple 
diet  which  was  appropriate  for  them. 

There  are  no  Red  Cross  nurses  at  this  hospital,  and  the  "kind  and  willing  Red  Cross  nurse" 
sent  along  with  these  convalescents  was  Private  Joseph  Paulik,  Hospital  Corps,  from  this  hos- 
pital, whose  brassard,  as  is  usual  happens,  caused  this  mistake.  It  is  admitted  that  the  only  seri- 
ously ill  man  on  this  train  was  not  so  when  he  left  this  camp,  but  was  made  so  by  being  stuffed 
by  an  injudicious  mother.  The  letter  from  Mrs.  Montgomery  "which  I  would  never  forget" 
has  not  yet  come  to  hand,  but  I  have  received  a  newspaper  containing  an  interview  with  her 
which  in  language  was  nearly  identical  with  this  letter,  containing  the  same  misstatements.  All 
of  them  may  not  have  been  intentional.  For  example,  the  sick  train  which  accompanied  the  First 
Wisconsin  Regiment  when  it  went  North  did  have  the  physicians,  three  trained  nurses,  food, 
medicines,  and  so  it  was  probably  assumed  that  this  party  of  convalescents  would  be  likewise 
equipped. 

J.  R.  Kean, 
Major  and  Brigade  Surgeon,  Commanding  Hospital. 


War  Department, 

Washington,  September  22,  1898. 
Dr.  Frederick  H.  Wines, 

Secretary  Illinois  Army  and  Navy  League,  Chicago,  III. 
Sir:  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  reporting 
%e  arrival  at  Chicago,  without  physician  or  proper  medical  supplies,  etc.,  of  sick 
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soldiers  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry  en  route  from  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  to  their  homes,  I  beg  to  inform  yon  that  the  matter  has  been  referred  to  the 
Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army  for  investigation. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  D.  Meiklejohn, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Illinois  Army  and  Navy  League, 

Chicago,  September  22,  1898. 
Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which  I  reported  the  condi- 
tion of  two  cars  of  sick  men  belonging  to  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  who 
came  through  here  on  their  way  home  from  Jacksonville,  I  have  the  honor  to 
inclose  for  your  further  information  the  report  of  the  nurse  whom  we  sent  with 
one  of  these  cars  to  Madison,  Wis.  The  surgeon  who  appears  to  be  in  fault  is 
Major  Kean,  in  charge  of  the  Second  Division  hospital  at  Jacksonville. 
I  am,  with  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

Fred.  H.  Wines,  Secretary. 


This  is  the  original  report  of  Miss  Robinson,  and  is  respectfully  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  by  Fred.  H.  Wines,  secretary  Illinois  Army  and  Navy  League. 

Chicago,  September  17, 1898. 

I  was  detailed  by  the  Illinois  Army  and  Navy  League  to  accompany  one  section 
of  a  hospital  train  leaving  the  Northwestern  depot,  Chicago,  at  10.15  p.  m.  Sep- 
tember 13, 1898.  The  section  consisted  of  one  Pullman  sleeping  car,  well  equipped 
by  the  Pullman  Company  and  ably  attended  by  a  colored  porter. 

The  passengers  included  Major-Surgeon  Evans,  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers; 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Montgomery,  of  Madison,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Bridge,  of  Monroe,  Wis.;  Mr. 

Bond,  of ;  Joseph  Paulik,  ambulance  department  of  the  Second  Army 

Corps,  and  24  men  of  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  in  various  stages  of  illness 
resulting  from  typhoid  fever,  pernicious  malaria,  and  dysentery  contracted  at 
Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

I  received  information  from  Mrs.  Montgomery  that  the  train  had  left  Jackson- 
ville by  order  of  Dr.  Kean,  of  the  division  hospital,  he  having  assured  her  that 
the  train  would  be  accompanied  by  a  physician  and  a  trained  nurse  for  each 
sleeper,  and  that  ample  supply  of  food  and  medicine  would  be  provided. 

After  leaving  Jacksonville  she  found  the  train  without  a  physician,  nurse, 
food,  or  medicine,  the  only  assistance  being  furnished  by  Joseph  Paulik,  who  had 
no  previous  experience  or  training  as  a  nurse,  but  who  worked  faithfully,  as  far 
as  his  knowledge  allowed,  for  the  comfort  of  the  men. 

At  Chicago  I  found  only  six  of  the  men  able  to  walk,  the  rest  being  helpless  in 
their  berths.  The  food  for  the  journey  between  Jacksonville  and  Madison  was 
not  provided  by  the  Government,  but  by  the  kindness  of  relief  associations  at 
Cincinnati,  Chicago,  Janesville,  Wis.,  and  at  the  personal  expense  of  Mrs.  Mont- 
gomery, Mrs.  Bridge,  and  Mr.  Bond. 

The  train  had  been  taken  in  charge  at  Indianapolis  by  Major-Surgeon  Evans, 
of  the  First  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  who  had  been  on  a  furlough  from  Jackson- 
ville at  Madison,  Wis.  I  asked  Major  Evans  at  Chicago  for  information  as  to 
the  condition  of  his  patients  and  orders  for  their  treatment,  but  received  neither 
from  him,  and  was  compelled  to  care  for  the  sleeper  on  my  own  judgment  and 
responsibility. 

In  lower  berth  4  I  found  John  Davis,  of  Madison,  in  the  most  serious  stage 
of  typhoid  fever.     Temperature,  105f°;  pulse  varying  from  45  to  130  beats  per 
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minute;  heart  complication  of  valvular  weakness  strongly  developed,  and  with 
vitality  so  low  that  it  seemed  a  question  from  one  hour  to  another  whether  he 
would  reach  his  mother  at  Madison  alive.  Judging  from  his  symptoms  as  I  saw 
him  from  Chicago  to  Madison,  I  believe  the  man  had  been  in  a  critical  condition 
when  placed  on  the  sleeper  at  Jacksonville  and  was  not  physically  able  to  be 
taken  on  such  a  journey. 

I  gave  this  patient  nourishment  of  sterilized  milk  and  brandy,  gave  a  tepid 
bath,  and  administered  hyperdermics  of  strychnia — one-sixtieth  grain — every 
three  hours,  and  brought  him  alive  to  Madison. 

I  found  no  portable  basin  on  the  train,  no  means  of  heating  water  or  milk,  and 
no  antiseptic  or  disinfectant  of  any  kind. 

Respectfully,  Margaret  Robinson, 

Nurse  of  the  National  Red  Cross  Society. 


Headquarters  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Office  Chief  Commissary, 
Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Fla.,  September  28,  1898. 
Maj.  J.  R.  Kean, 

In  charge  of  Second  Division  Hospital. 
Sir:  Replying  to  your  note  of  this  date,  wish  to  state  that  the  records  of  this 
office  show  that  39  convalescents  of  the  First  Wisconsin  were  paid  commutation 
of  rations  on  September  11,  1898. 

There  were  40  furloughs  submitted,  but  when  Captain  Hacker  went  to  the  hos- 
pital to  obtain  their  receipts  one  man  (Private  Schultz,  I  think)  could  not  be 
found.     This  money  was  paid  by  Captain  Hacker  in  person  and  in  the  presence 
of  his  clerk,  Mr.  Byrd,  and  myself. 
If  you  want  the  names  of  the  men,  let  me  know  and  I  will  submit  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  B.  Hale, 
Captain,  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Acting  Chief  Commissary  Second  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  HAVARD  AND  THE  RED  CROSS. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Santiago, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office,  September  16,  1898. 

My  Dear  General:  Various  reports  published  by  the  members  of  the  Red 
Cross  Society  concerning  the  first  days  of  Siboney  have  convinced  me  that  a  little 
more  correct  information  on  the  subject  will  be  in  the  interest  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice. Being  one  of  the  medical  officers  most  concerned,  my  statement  of  facts  as 
I  observed  them  may  be  useful  and  is  respectfully  submitted  for  such  use  as  you 
may  deem  best  to  make  of  it. 

The  first  division  of  our  troops  was  landed  at  Daiquiri  and  swiftly  advanced  to 
Siboney,  which  it  occupied  without  resistance.  On  the  24th  the  transport  Alle- 
gheny, upon  which  I  was,  with  other  members  of  General  Wheeler's  staff,  steamed 
down  to  Siboney,  and  it  was  only  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  that  I  was  able  to 
make  a  landing.  This  landing  was  accelerated  by  the  news  of  the  fight  which 
had  taken  place  the  day  before  in  the  jungle  of  Gruasimas,  brought  by  a  newspaper 
man.  Fortunately  we  had  kept  on  the  upper  deck,  in  an  accessible  place,  three 
medical  and  surgical  chests,  quite  a  lot  of  additional  articles,  a  small  bale  of 
blankets,  and  a  few  litters.  All  these  we  quickly  transferred  to  a  rowboat  and 
successfully  landed,  so  that  there  was  no  suffering  at  any  time  among  my  patients 
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due  to  any  want  of  medical  attendance,  medicines,  or  dressings.  We  also  had  an 
abundance  of  rations,  which  were  cooked  and  served  without  counting. 

A  large  storeroom,  much  dilapidated,  but  with  plenty  of  doors  and  windows, 
seemed  to  be  the  best  place  for  our  provisional  hospital.  I  already  found  a  few 
patients  there,  and  hastened,  with  one  assistant  surgeon,  two  acting  stewards,  and 
four  hospital-corps  men,  to  make  the  place  as  clean  as  possible.  The  wounded, 
some  forty  in  number,  were  brought  in  during  the  whole  day  of  the  25th  on  all 
kinds  of  improvised  litters,  about  5  miles  over  a  very  muddy  trail,  in  the  heat  of 
a  tropical  jungle,  but  all  arrived  safely.  This  transport  by  hand  of  the  wounded 
by  their  devoted  comrades  struck  me  as  hardly  less  heroic  than  the  battle  itself. 

We  laid  the  patients  in  two  rows  upon  the  hard  wooden  floor,  with  hardly  room 
enough  to  pass  between.  We  were  almost  entirely  destitute  of  cots  and  blankets, 
the  few  litters  we  had  brought  from  the  ship  being  used  as  bunks  for  the  worst 
cases.  With  and  after  the  wounded  came  in  a  steady  stream  of  cases  of  heat- 
stroke, remittent  fever,  and  dysentery.  Soon  the  floor  space  in  the  main  room  was 
crowded,  the  patients  lying  side  by  side.  Other  adjoining  rooms  were  utilized, 
securing  light  and  ventilation  by  knocking  down  the  partitions,  but  before  long 
the  whole  building  was  overflowed,  and  patients  had  to  be  placed  upon  a  narrow, 
rickety  porch,  more  or  less  exposed  to  rain  and  sun.  To  make  matters  worse, 
cases  of  measles  came  in  and  had  to  be  provided  for.  This  we  did  in  a  nearly 
contiguous  rum  shop,  exceedingly  filthy,  but  with  one  front  room  susceptible  of 
some  degree  of  cleansing.  In  this  we  crowded  26  patients,  several  sleeping  on  the 
large  counter. 

Our  kitchen  arrangements  were  a  comparative  success;  we  had  an  active  and 
intelligent  cook,  who  knew  how  to  "  hustle  "  in  an  emergency;  he  got  together  the 
necessary  utensils,  and  enough  of  substantial  food  was  provided  from  the  first.  An 
unexpected  and  much-prized  discovery  in  the  village  was  a  half  dozen  casks  of 
excellent  and  wholesome  Spanish  wine,  which  was  turned  over  to  the  hospital, 
and  probably  saved  several  patients'  lives. 

However,  our  position  was  pitiful — the  patients  lying  on  the  floor,  mostly  in 
their  trousers  and  flannel  shirts.  They  had  all,  with  few  exceptions,  thrown  away 
blouse,  blankets,  and  ponchos.  The  few  blankets  we  had  also  brought  with  us  did 
not  go  far  in  this  great  need.  The  days  were  very  hot  but  the  nights  unexpect- 
edly cold,  and  some  thick  covering  was  required  for  comfort.  As  already  stated, 
we  had  nothing  better  to  feed  these  men  than  the  ordinary  articles  of  the  soldier's 
ration,  with  but  few  delicacies,  which  did  not  last  more  than  a  day;  and  yet,  in 
spite  of  all  this  destitution,  I  do  not  remember  that  a  single  man  brought  into  that 
building  died  there.  In  two  or  three  days  the  hospital  ship  Olivette  arrived,  and 
most  of  the  wounded  were  carried  upon  her.  On  the  29th  I  transferred  the  few 
remaining  patients  to  Dr.  La  Garde  and  rejoined  my  division  at  the  front. 

From  the  beginning  Miss  Clara  Barton's  ship,  City  of  Texas,  lay  in  the  bay. 
Realizing  the  futility  of  expecting  stores  from  the  hold  of  our  ships,  although 
anchored  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  shore,  I  rowed  to  the  City  of  Texas 
and  called  on  Miss  Barton  the  day  after  I  took  charge.  She  received  me  kindly, 
listened  to  my  tale  of  suffering,  and  promised  to  send  some  cots,  blankets,  and 
whatever  food  stores  for  the  sick  she  could  spare;  the  primary  object  of  her  char- 
ity, as  she  explained,  being  the  Cuban  rather  than  the  American  soldier.  She 
was  as  good  as  her  word.  Only  a  few  cots  came,  but  the  blankets  were  nearly  suf- 
cient  to  give  one  to  all  patients  who  were  without  any. 

Next  day  some  of  the  members  of  her  staff  visited  the  hospital  and,  in  my 
absence,  asked  my  assistant  what  they  could  do  for  the  comfort  of  the  patients. 
This  assistant  took  upon  himself  to  decline  their  kind  offer  of  services,  not  even 
notifying  me  of  the  occurrence.  Here  I  may  remark  that  I  was  surprised  the 
gentleman  who  accompanied  the  ladies  should  not  have  inquired  for  the  officer  in 
charge  of  the  hospital  and  responsible  for  it;  probably  I  was  stealing  a  nap  in 
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some  corner  and  would  have  been  easily  fonnd.  Therefore  I  was  quite  amazed 
when  later  in  the  afternoon  an  elderly  lady  and  a  younger  one  appeared,  both 
meeting  me  in  the  middle  of  the  main  ward  with  marked  frigidity  of  manner, 
and  addressing  me  with  unmistakable  acerbity  of  tone,  sweeping  their  arms  along 
the  rows  of  patients,  they  asked  me  how  I  could  stand  unmoved  at  such  a  pitiful 
sight  and  scorn  assistance  when  I  stood  in  need  of  everything.  The  younger  lady 
was  particularly  persistent  in  discharging  her  injured  feelings  upon  my  innocent 
head,  and  it  required  considerable  self-control  not  to  betray  myself  into  an  expres- 
sion of  impatience.  They  told  me  all  that  they  had  accomplished  at  the  Cuban 
hospital,  half  a  mile  away;  how  the  floors  had  been  scrubbed,  fresh  linen  put  on 
the  beds,  and  every  patient  made  comfortable;  that  it  was  a  shame  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  do  the  same  for  the  American  soldiers.  I  succeeded,  in  time,  to 
make  them  understand  that  a  very  unpleasant  mistake  had  occurred,  for  which  I 
was  very  sorry  but  blameless;  that,  on  the  contrary,  I  had  from  the  beginning 
been  hoping  for  their  help,  and  was  ready  and  anxious  to  receive  it  at  any  time — 
the  sooner  the  better.  One  of  the  Red  Cross  gentlemen  joined  us  at  about  this 
time,  and  I  offered  him  the  same  explanation  and  extended  the  same  request.  It 
was  then  agreed  that  the  ladies  would  come  next  day.  They  accordingly  appeared 
in  the  forenoon,  and  I  showed  them  the  uninviting  field  of  their  volunteer  labor. 
The  inquiry  was  naturally  made  where  they  could  find  a  room  for  themselves.  I 
told  them  there  was  absolutely  none  in  the  two  buildings  occupied  by  the  patients, 
the  medical  officers  taking  their  chances  at  any  unoccupied  part  of  the  porch.  I 
took  them  about  400  yards  away,  to  a  barn  which  had  an  habitable  room, 'or  rather 
a  room  which  could  have  been  made  as  habitable  as  was  needful  at  that  time  and 
place.  They  consulted  between  themselves,  gave  me  some  evasive  answer,  and 
went  away  to  the  Cuban  hospital,  where  they  remained.  Never  afterwards  did 
they  return  to  my  hospital  or  offer  personal  services.  In  other  words,  to  speak 
plain  truth,  an  earnest  appeal  was  made  to  them  and  they  did  not  respond.  Their 
reasons  may  have  been  good,  and  I  never  questioned  them,  but  I  have  wondered 
why,  in  their  accounts  of  those  painful  days,  I  am  blamed  for  refusing  the  services 
of  those  ladies  when,  in  fact,  they  refused  to  give  the  services  that  were  asked. 

This  incident  did  not,  however,  alter  my  high  appreciation  of  the  Red  Cross; 
even  at  Siboney,  if  I  missed  the  deft  fingers  of  sympathetic  nurses  I  received  sub- 
stantial help  in  other  ways.  Later,  at  the  field  hospital  on  the  Santiago  road, 
after  the  dreadful  days  of  July  1  and  2,  when  I  saw  Miss  Barton,  with  another 
lady,  arrive  on  an  army  wagon  over  one  of  the  worst  roads  in  the  world,  and, 
without  any  rest,  go  to  work  and  prepare  soup  over  a  camp  fire,  I  realized  that  a 
society  inspired  by  such  a  leader  could  not  help  being  fruitful  of  good  results. 
Therefore  I  obeyed  a  very  natural  impulse  when,  at  Santiago  the  day  before  her 
departure,  I  called  on  Miss  Barton  and,  in  the  name  of  the  Medical  Department, 
expressed  to  her  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  all  her  society  had  done  for 
us  in  our  times  of  need. 

Very  respectfully  V.  Havard, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Surgeon. 


[New  York  Society  of  the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America.    Incorporated 

March  18, 1896.] 

Wilmington,  Del.,  September  23, 1898. 
Hon.  William  McKinley, 

President,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  Our  attention  having  been  called  to  the  following  extract  from  a 
private  letter  written  at  Jacksonville  by  a  trained  woman  nurse,  we  beg  to  res- 
pectfully ask  for  an  expert  investigation  of  the  conditions  existing  at  this  hospital 
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and  for  every  improvement  in  the  care  of  patients  that  may  be  found  possible  for 
the  Government  to  make. 
We  cordially  extend  such  temporary  relief  as  our  society  is  able  to  furnish. 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  18, 1898. 
One  hospital,  the  Second  Division,  has  700  typhoid  fever  patients,  besides  the  officers,  nurses, 
and  stewards  who  are  ill,  and  they  are  in  despair  about  bed  linen,  nightshirts,  pajamas,  etc. 
They  don't  seem  to  be  able  to  get  anything  from  the  Government  for  some  reason.  I  was  won- 
dering if  your  society  could  donate  anything;  they  have  no  delicacies  whatever.  I  only  hope 
things  will  be  investigated  by  the  proper  persons  and  readjusted  before  things  become  much 
worse.  There  are  30  physicians  at  the  Second  Division  hospital  and  out  of  those  there  is  only 
one  who  will  get  up  at  night  when  he  is  called.  That  was  told  me  by  one  of  the  nurses  who  had 
been  on  night  duty.  It  makes  my  heart  ache  to  see  the  suffering,  and  so  much  of  it  caused  by 
gross  neglect.  I  only  hope  you  will  be  able  to  do  something,  if  only  so  little;  it  will  certainly  be 
appreciated  by  the  boys. 

Very  respectfully,  Francis  Lowell  Hills, 

Chairman  Relief  Committee, 
New  York  Society  Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots. 


[New  York  Society  of  the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America.    Incorporated 

March  18,  1896.] 

Wilmington,  Del.,  October  12, 1898. 
Mr.  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  of  Commission  to  Investigate  the 

Conduct  of  the  War  Department,  etc. 
Dear  Sir:  Inasmuch  as  the  sickness  of  troops  at  Jacksonville  camps  has  come 
before  you,  we  beg  to  ask  that  the  Commission  will  obtain  from  the  official  reports 
the  number  of  sick  at  all  hospitals  on  the  5th  day  of  October,  and  also  obtain  the 
number  fit  for  duty  in  each  regiment,  as  shown  by  the  morning  reports  of  that 
date. 

We  believe  that  these  reports  will  show  approximately  1 ,550  men  in  the  three 
general  hospitals  alone,  and  about  284  for  duty  in  the  Forty-ninth  Iowa  Regiment 
and  567  for  duty  in  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment. 
Very  respectfully, 

Francis  Lowell  Hills, 

Chairman  Relief  Committee, 
New  York  Society  Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots. 


[New  York  Society  of  the  Order  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America.     Incorporated 

March  18, 1896.] 

Wilmington,  Del.,  October  12, 1898. 
Mr.  Richard  Weightman. 

Secretary  Commission  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  War  Department,  etc. 
Dear  Sir:  Replying  to  your  request  for  a  written  statement  in  regard  to  my 
communication  of  September  23, 1898,  based  upon  my  own  personal  experience 
and  knowledge,  that  will  aid  the  pending  investigation,  I  beg  to  say  that  we 
intended  no  criticism  whatever  upon  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  by  the 
communication,  but  we  did  think,  and  do  now,  that  a  request  for  an  investiga- 
tion by  an  expert  of  the  conditions  stated  was  not  unreasonable,  and  if  promptly 
made  it  might  have  lead  to  alleviation  of  the  condition  of  the  sick. 

No  personal  knowledge  was  alleged  in  the  communication.  We  can  now  state 
that  the  letter  was  written  by  Miss  G.  Barrett;  and  the  efficient  surgeon  referred 
to  was  Dr.  Post,  from  Chicago. 

Very  respectfully,  Francis  L.  Hills, 

Chairman  Relief  Committee, 
New  York  Society  Order  of  Founders  and  Patriots. 
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Jackson,  N.  H. ,  September  27,  1898. 
The  Chairman  of  the  Army  Commission  of  Inquiry. 

Sir:  Permit  me  to  recall  to  your  notice  the  fact  that  President  Lincoln  and 
Mr.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  gave  the  following  powers  to  the  United  States 
Sanitary  Commission,  June  9,  1861: 

It  was  styled:  "A  Commission  of  Inquiry  and  Advice  in  respect  to  the  Sanitary 
Interests  of  the  United  States  Forces."  It  was  to  inquire  into  the  material  of  the 
volunteer  army;  to  inspect  recruits  and  examine  the  working  of  the  system  by 
which  they  were  enlisted;  it  was  to  keep  itself  informed  as  to  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  regiments,  their  camps,  sites,  drainage,  etc.;  as  to  the  means  of 
preserving  and  restoring  the  health  and  promoting  the  general  comfort  and  effi- 
ciency of  the  troops;  as  to  the  proper  provision  of  cooks,  nurses,  and  hospitals; 
and  as  to  all  other  subjects  of  a  like  nature.  On  the  information  thus  acquired 
it  was  to  base  such  suggestions  to  the  Medical  Bureau  and  the  "War  Department  as 
should  bring  to  bear  upon  the  health,  comfort,  and  morale  of  the  Army  the 
fullest  teachings  of  sanitary  science. 

During  the  first  two  years  of  the  war  (to  May,  1863)  870  regiments  in  camp  had 
been  inspected  and  1,482  reports  had  been  received,  together  with  a  vast  array  of 
hygienic  and  physiological  facts,  all  of  which  were  recorded  by  the  actuaries  of 
the  commission  and  reported  upon  in  a  treatise  of  lasting  value  to  military  science 
and  vital  statistics  by  Benjamin  A.  Gould. 

On  these  reports,  etc.,  was  based  the  advice  which  the  military  authorities  so 
wisely  allowed  the  commission  to  give  to  the  regimental  commanders;  and  let  me 
add,  in  parentheses,  that  it  was  courteously  given  and  courteously  received,  and 
so  far  from  giving  offense  to  the  military  powers  it  won  from  them  a  hearty  and 
universal  approval. 

Copies  of  all  these  reports,  records,  tables,  etc.,  were  deposited,  during  and  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  in  the  Medical  Bureau  of  the  War  Department  and  in  the 
Astor  Library. 

What  is  the  use  of  experience  unless  it  teaches?  Why  should  officials  of  the 
War  Department  have  been  taken  unawares?  Is  it  not  their  professional  business 
to  study  problems  and  past  experience  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  emergencies? 

If  such  trained  men  as  General  Meigs,  Col.  Rufus  Ingalls,  Gen.  Seth  Williams, 
and  their  like  had  been  where  they  once  were  all  this  would  not  have  happened. 

Is  it  impertinent  to  add  (if  it  is,  pardon  me)  that  if  your  commission  elicits 
the  truth,  its  nobler  object  is  not  to  cast  shame  upon  the  incapacity  and  mal- 
administration of  the  War  Department  (the  exposure  will  be  enough  to  end  their 
day  and  the  harm  they  have  done) ,  but  to  secure  at  this  vital  moment,  when  the 
United  States  is  forced  to  organize  a  new  standing  army,  that  it  shall  be  organ- 
ized as  a  profession  by  competent  men  on  a  true  military  basis?  Is  not  this  the 
high  and  patriotic  work  that  is  really  before  your  commission? 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

K.  P.  WORMELEY. 


Lemon  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  30,  1898. 
K.  P.  Wormely,  Esq.,  Jackson,  N.  H. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Commission  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  favor  of  the  27th  instant,  and  to  convey  to  you  the  thanks  of  the  members 
for  your  very  interesting  and  valuable  suggestions.  The  Commission  will  refer 
to  the  reports  of  which  you  make  mention  and  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  service 
you  have  rendered. 

Very  respectfully, 

Richard  Weightman,  Secretary. 
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War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  7, 1898. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Orr, 

Vice-Chairman  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee,  New  York  City,  N.  Y. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Orr:  I  have  received  the  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  President. 
In  answer  to  your  question  as  to  "  Why  the  intervention  of  the  Red  Cross  relief 
committee  should  be  longer  needed,  and  why  the  Government  does  not  see  to  it 
that  its  own  sick  are  provided  for,"  I  would  say: 

The  emergencies  of  the  war  made  the  assistance  of  relief  associations  most 
valuable,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
provide  liberally  for  the  care  of  sick  soldiers.  But,  as  you  know,  with  ample 
means  and  good  intentions  supplies  can  not  always  be  provided  at  the  proper 
place  and  time  to  meet  an  emergency.  Moreover,  at  the  outset  of  the  war  the 
arrangements  made  for  providing  light  diet  for  the  sick  which  had  proved  satis- 
factory in  time  of  peace  under  the  careful  management  of  experienced  medical 
officers,  were  inadequate  under  the  conditions  which  prevailed  in  our  camps  of 
instruction  and  among  troops  engaged  in  active  operations.  For  this  reason  the 
presence  of  Red  Cross  agents,  with  their  abundant  supplies  of  delicacies  for  the 
sick,  has  been  of  inestimable  value.  But  provision  was  made  by  a  General 
Order  published  August  10  (G.  0. 116) ,  by  which  surgeons  in  charge  of  hospitals — 
general,  division,  or  regimental — are  enabled  to  draw  60  cents  per  day  for  each 
sick  enlisted  man  of  the  army  in  lieu  of  his  regular  ration.  Up  to  that  time  the 
commutation  value  of  a  ration  was  only  30  cents. 

The  Medical  Department  does  not  supply  food  for  the  sick  in  hospital.  This  is 
obtained  from  the  Commissary  Department  or  by  purchase  wherever  it  can  be 
procured.  I  inclose  herewith  a  list  showing  the  articles  which  can  be  purchased 
from  the  commissary,  which  list,  as  you  will  see,  includes  canned  soups,  tapioca, 
crackers,  jellies,  tea,  butter,  etc.  Milk,  chickens  and  eggs,  fresh  vegetables,  etc., 
are  purchased  wherever  they  can  be  obtained.  The  Medical  Department  furnishes 
a  few  articles  under  the  head  of  "Hospital  stores,"  including  condensed  milk, 
sugar,  and  tea;  but  no  other  food  supplies  are  furnished  by  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment or  can  be  properly  paid  for  from  the  medical  and  hospital  appropriation. 
Of  course,  if  the  Commissary  Department  fails  to  provide  these  supplies,  and  they 
can  not  be  purchased  in  the  vicinity  of  a  camp  or  hospital,  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
viding proper  food  for  the  sick  will  be  very  great,  and  under  such  circumstances 
the  supplies  of  relief  associations  have  been  most  welcome.  But  the  amount  now 
allowed  by  the  Government  is  ample  to  provide  everything  necessary  in  the  way 
of  suitable  diet  for  the  sick,  and  when  there  is  any  failure  to  provide  this  it  is  a 
failure  in  administration  by  those  immediately  in  charge  and  not  a  failure  of  the 
Government  to  provide  the  necessary  means. 

You  will  no  doubt  agree  with  me  that  60  cents  a  day  for  the  raw  material  from 
which  to  prepare  a  proper  diet  for  the  sick  is  a  most  liberal  provision.  The 
experience  of  medical  officers  shows  that  it  is  not  only  ample  but  excessive,  and 
that  for  sick  men,  living  for  the  most  part  upon  milk,  weak  soups,  and  farinaceous 
food,  this  amount  is  much  in  excess  of  any  reasonable  requirement. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  think  that  those  patriotic  and  liberal  citizens  who 
have  contributed  so  freely  of  their  money  and  time  to  aid  in  the  care  of  our  sick 
soldiers  may  now  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  without  any 
apprehension  as  to  the  result. 

Very  sincerely,  yours,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Army  Building,  New  York  City,  October  23, 1898. 
Dear  General:  Owing  to  my  brother's  illness  he  has  not  been  able  to  com- 
plete his  report.     Believing  you  should  have  the  inclosed  extracts  at  once,  I  had 
them  copied. 

Very  sincerely,  .  D.  M.  Appel. 

P.  S. — Howard  is  in  Washington. 

D.  M.  A. 


THE  national  red  cross  association. 

While  the  relief  associations  did  excellent  work  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
war,  in  the  emergency  of  the  campaign  at  Santiago  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Army  was  our  sole  reliance,  and  required  all  the  training  and  experience  of 
the  regular  medical  officers  with  the  Fifth  Corps,  few  enough  in  number,  to 
meet  the  emergency. 

There  was  no  lack  whatever  of  necessary  medical  and  surgical  supplies.  But 
after  the  battle  of  Guasimas  when  we  had  brought  the  wounded  down  the  hill  at 
Siboney,  they  were  woefully  lacking  change  of  raiment,  having  landed  with  but 
the  clothes  they  had  on  their  backs,  which  were  torn  into  rags,  covered  with 
mud,  and  saturated  in  many  instances  with  blood  from  their  wounds. 

The  steamer  State  of  Texas,  chartered  and  loaded  with  supplies  of  all  kinds  by 
the  Red  Cross  Association,  with  Miss  Clara  Barton  on  board,  about  this  time 
came  to  anchor  at  Siboney.  Accompanied  by  my  executive  officer,  Lieut.  D.  C. 
Howard,  I  called  upon  Miss  Barton,  explained  to  her  the  situation,  and  asked  her 
whether  she  could  supply  these  men  with  clean  underwear  or  pajamas.  The 
president  of  the  National  Red  Cross  Society  received  me  most  cordially,  showed 
me  the  cargo  manifest  of  the  State  of  Texas,  wherein  there  was  listed  numerous 
boxes  of  clothing,  but  stated  that  the  supplies  were  not  for  the  soldiers;  it  was 
the  Government's  business  to  look  after  them,  not  the  business  of  the  Red  Cross, 
and  that  all  supplies  in  her  charge  were  for  the  Cuban  reconcentrados,  and  would 
be  held  until  it  was  possible  to  deliver  them  to  those  people. 

There  was  at  that  time  a  number  of  surgeons  on  board  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
four  trained  nurses,  but  although  we  were  working  day  and  night  taking  care  of 
our  sick  and  wounded,  no  assistance  was  given  by  them  until  some  days  after- 
wards, when  our  own  men  were  ready  to  drop  from  fatigue. 

My  mission,  so  far  as  the  Red  Cross  ship  was  concerned,  was  a  failure.  The 
net  result  was  a  society  tract,  which  Miss  Barton  kindly  presented  me.  As  I  was 
leaving  the  ship  I  was  requested  to  accept  a  few  bottles  of  malted  milk.  About 
a  month  after  I  received  a  communication  from  the  accountant  of  the  association 
requesting  a  receipt  for  the  same,  as  a  basis  upon  which  to  make  a  claim  upon 
the  Government  for  reimbursement. 

A.  H.  Appel, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


eleanor  kinzie  gordon's  complaint. 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  3,  1898. 
The  President  of  the  Commission  Investigating  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Commission  to  the  inclosed 
documents  (39661-67)  of  the  files  of  this  office,  consisting  of  a  report  by  Eleanor 
Kinzie  Gordon,  second  vice-president  of  the  United  Society  of  the  Colonial  Dames 
of  America,  on  the  critical  condition  of  certain  soldiers  of  the  One  hundred  and 
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fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers,  observed  by  her  on  a  train  between  Jackson- 
ville and  Savannah,  together  with  letters  from  the  surgeon  of  the  said  regiment 
and  one  of  the  company  commanders,  the  latter  of  whom  accompanied  the  sick 
soldiers  on  their  journey. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 

Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  29,  1898. 
Surg.  Gen.  George  M.  Sternberg, 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  In  response  to  your  request,  I  beg  to  submit  to  you  the  following 
facts: 

Just  before  the  train  for  Savannah  left  the  Jacksonville  depot  at  6.40  p.  m.  on 
Monday,  August  22,  a  number  of  desperately  ill  soldiers  were  hurriedly  rushed 
into  the  Pullman  car  where  I  sat.  Not  one  could  walk  without  assistance.  Most 
of  them  were  in  an  almost  fainting  condition,  gasping  for  breath,  and  evidently 
in  great  distress.  As  they  could  not  be  brought  in  fast  enough  by  the  door,  some 
were  shoved  in  through  the  windows,  and,  as  beds  were  not  made  up,  some  were 
laid  on  the  floor  between  the  seats.  One  man  was  brought  in,  evidently  dying; 
his  eyes  were  glazed  and  set;  his  arms  were  waving  frantically,  and  he  was  per- 
fectly delirious.  He  was,  I  found,  but  19  years  old.  He  seemed  to  have  been  a 
man  of  fine  physique,  fully  6  feet  tall,  but  he  was  now  wasted  to  a  shadow.  His 
brother,  Corporal  Perry,  was  with  him,  The  dying  man  was  Private  Charles 
Perry.  Both  men  were  from  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  belonged  to  Company  C  (Capt. 
Elias  Saulsbury)  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Studebaker.  The  surgeon  is  Maj.  W.W.Barnett;  the  hospital  steward, 
named  Moore,  and  another  steward  (whose  name  I  have  not  at  hand)  looked  after 
the  sick  men,  under  the  direction  of  Major  Barnett. 

I  instantly  summoned  a  civilian  surgeon,  who  was  in  a  rear  car;  he  was  a  Dr. 
Worrell,  from  the  eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  and  did  cheerfully  all  he  could  for 
these  sick  men.  We  had  beds  made  up  as  fast  as  possible,  opened  windows,  put 
pillows  under  the  men's  heads  and  fanned  them,  and  I  got  brandy  and  ice  and 
gave  them  all  some.  Young  Perry,  however,  was  past  all  help,  and  died  at  9.30. 
While  he  was  dying  another  man  was  taken  with  hemorrhages  and  another  became 
delirious.  Perry  had  been  having  hemorrhages  before  leaving  Fernandina,  and 
had  been  treated  for  them  by  Major  Barnett,  who  was  therefore  perfectly  aware 
of  this  man's  desperate  condition,  as  well  as  of  the  state  of  the  others,  for  they 
had  to  be  brought  to  the  train  on  stretchers.  Yet  they  were  allowed  to  go  on  a 
three  days'  journey,  in  an  ordinary  Pullman  car,  without  a  nurse  or  a  doctor  or 
nourishment. 

Captain  Saulsbury  was  a  kind  man,  much  distressed  at  the  men's  condition, 
but  perfectly  ignorant  how  to  care  for  them.  After  Perry's  death  no  one  seemed 
to  know  what  to  do  with  him.  I  therefore  telegraphed  to  my  housekeeper  to  pre- 
pare rooms,  and  to  the  undertaker  to  meet  me  at  the  Savannah  depot;  he  did  so, 
brought  the  body  of  Perry  to  my  house  and  embalmed  it;  it  stayed  there  twenty- 
four  hours,  until  the  next  train  left  at  midnight  on  Tuesday,  when  Corporal 
Perry  accompanied  the  remains  home. 

I  begged  Captain  Saulsbury  to  let  me  take  off  two  of  the  sickest  men  at 
Savannah  and  have  them  cared  for  in  our  excellent  hospital,  but  he  refused. 

Finding  that  no  nourishment  had  been  given  the  men  since  they  left  Fernan- 
dina, I  bought  all  the  milk  on  the  train,  and  after  feeding  them  on  milk  punch, 
I  impressed  it  on  the  captain  that  he  must  keep  them  all  fed  on  milk  until  they 
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reached  home;  that  they  must  have  it  perfectly  fresh  and  get  it  every  two  hours. 
This  he  promised  to  do.  I  learned  that  the  man  with  the  hemorrhages  died  before 
reaching  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Eleanor  Kinzie  Gordon, 

Second  Vice-President  of  the  National  Society 

of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  14,  1898. 
The  Adjutant  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  August  22,  1898,  there  were  five  men 
sent  home  from  Fernandina,  Fla.,  on  sick  leave,  viz:  Sergt.  Warren  Carpenter, 
Sergt.  John  Roach,  Corp.  Richard  W.  Collins,  Private  Miles  P.  Bradford,  and 
Private  Charles  Perry,  of  Company  C,  and  Private  Earl  McBride,  Company  E, 
all  suffering  with  malarial  fever,  Perry,  Bradford,  and  McBride  being  very  sick 
at  time  of  leaving.  They  all  promised  to  collapse  from  vital  depression  if  left 
in  Florida.  Major  Martin,  surgeon,  Third  Brigade,  Fourth  Corps,  with  whom  I 
conferred,  coincided  with  me  in  this  view.  Captain  Saulsbury,  Company  C,  and 
Corp.  Linsey  E.  Perry,  brother  of  Private  Charles  Perry,  were  sent  along  to  care 
for  them  on  the  trip.  Pullman  berths  had  been  secured.  Medicine  and  nourish- 
ment were  also  furnished.  They  were  kindly  loaded,  with  plenty  of  help  (this  is 
best  accomplished  from  litter  through  the  window  in  a  Pullman  car,  as  it  can  not 
pass  through  door),  and,  in  fact,  everything  in  our  power  for  the  protection  and 
comfort  of  these  men  was  furnished.  None  of  them  had  had  any  hemorrhage  in 
camp.  Private  Charles  Perry  died  from  vasomotor  paralysis  during  the  first 
night.  Captain  Saulsbury  was  warned  that  this  might  be  the  case,  but  it  was  the 
only  chance  and  we  had  to  take  it.  All  the  others  reached  home  safely.  Carpen- 
ter, Collins,  and  McBride  are  well  and  in  camp  to-day.  Bradford  and  Roach  are 
both  up  and  around,  and  reported  doing  well.  I  think  there  was  no  mistake  per- 
taining to  this  matter,  and  if  it  was  left  to  my  judgment  again  with  these  same 
circumstances  presenting  themselves  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say  it  was  the  proper 
way  to  best  protect  both  men  and  Government. 

Walter  W.  Barnett, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana  Volunteers. 


Goshen,  Ind,  September  27,  1898. 
George  M.  Studebaker, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry ,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  facts  relative  to  my  leav- 
ing Fernandina,  Fla.,  with  sick  soldiers  August  22,  1898,  and  the  trip  from  Fer- 
nandina, Fla.,  to  Goshen,  Ind. 

I  left  camp  at  Fernandina  on  August  22, 1898,  at  5.45  p.  m.,  with  Sergt.  Warren 
Carpenter,  Sergt.  John  Roach,  Corpl.  Richard  W.  Collins,  Private  Miles  P.  Brad- 
ford, and  Private  Charles  Perry,  of  Company  C,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh 
Indiana  Infantry,  United  States  Volunteers,  to  take  train  for  Goshen,  Ind.,  having 
secured  furloughs  for  these  men  for  a  period  of  ten  days  on  account  of  sickness. 
I  also  had  Private  Earl  McBride,  Company  E,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh 
Indiana  Infantry,  with  me,  and  was  also  accompanied  by  Corpl.  Lindsey  E.  Perry, 
who  had  ten  days'  furlough  to  assist  in  taking  care  of  sick  on  the  way  home. 

We  left  the  station  at  Fernandina  at  6.50  p.  m.,  and  as  we  were  obliged  to 
change  cars  at  Yulee,  Fla.,  I  had  Lieut.  B.  J.  Collins,  Sergt.  Harvey  A.  Hawks, 
and  Privates  James  M.  Latta  and  George  Larmier  accompany  me  to  Yulee  and 
assist  me  in  making  the  transfer. 
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Sergeant  Roach  and  Privates  Bradford,  Perry,  and  McBride  were  taken  to  the 
train  from  camp  in  an  ambulance  and  the  remainder  of  my  party  were  taken  in 
a  carriage,  we  being  unable  to  borrow  but  one  ambulance.  Before  leaving  the 
camp  I  was  supplied  with  medicine  for  each  sick  man,  which  was  prepared  for 
me  by  Hospital  Steward  Guy  Shultz  under  the  direction  of  Surg.  Maj.  W.  W. 
Barnett.  The  medicines  were  all  in  tablet  form  and  put  up  in  small  "medicine 
envelopes "  with  directions  written  on  each  envelope  as  to  who  it  was  for  and 
how  it  was  to  be  given. 

For  Privates  Bradford  and  Perry  I  had  medicine  to  give  every  three  hours, 
medicine  for  before  meals,  and  medicine  after  meals. 

For  Corporal  Collins  I  had  medicine  to  be  given  every  three  hours  and  medicine 
for  after  meals.  For  Sergeant  Roach  I  had  medicine  to  be  given  every  two  hours 
and  medicine  for  after  meals.  For  Private  McBride  I  had  medicine  for  every  three 
hours  and  for  after  meals.  I  was  also  given  sulphonal  to  be  used  in  case  of 
extreme  restlessness  of  Bradford,  Perry,  or  McBride.  I  also  had  milk  that  had 
been  boiled  to  prevent  souring;  also  had  some  soups  and  other  eatables  that  had 
been  prepared  for  the  journey,  but  being  able  to  get  fresh  eatables  none  of  these 
were  used. 

We  left  Fernandina  on  the  6.50  passenger  train,  and,  having  borrowed  the  lit- 
ters from  the  ambulance,  we  had  Privates  Perry  and  Bradford  on  the  litters  in 
the  baggage  car,  and  beds  were  made  for  Sergeant  Roach  and  Private  McBride  in 
the  aisle  of  the  passenger  coach.  When  we  arrived  at  Yulee,  9  miles  distant  from 
Fernandina,  we  found  the  train  on  the  Columbia,  Savannah  and  Jacksonville 
branch  of  the  Florida  Central  and  Peninsular  Railroad  waiting,  and  we  trans- 
ferred the  sick  men  from  the  one  car  to  the  other  as  quickly  as  possible. 

I  had  five  lower  berths  and  four  upper  berths  in  the  Pullman  palace  car  reserved 
for  my  party.  In  transferring  the  men  to  the  Pullman  car  we  first  carried  Pri- 
vate Bradford  from  the  litter  through  the  door  of  the  car,  but  we  concluded  that 
an  easier  way  would  be  to  use  the  window,  so  that  Perry  and  McBride  were  lifted 
as  they  lay  on  the  litter  even  with  the  window,  then  carefully  lifted  from  the 
litter  through  the  window  to  the  seat  inside. 

The  berths  were  made  up  as  soon  as  possible,  and  Private  Perry  was  taken 
charge  of  by  a  Mrs.  Gordon  that  was  on  the  train  and  by  Corporal  Perry,  while  I 
attended  to  getting  the  other  sick  men  into  their  berths.  When  I  succeeded  in 
getting  the  boys  quiet,  I  returned  to  where  Mrs.  Gordon  was  with  Private  Perry, 
and  found  that  Private  Perry  was  in  a  very  weakened  condition  and  sinking  rap- 
idly, and  he  died  about  9.30  p.  m.  August  22,  1898,  while  we  were  near  the  S.  B.  T. 
crossing.  Mrs.  Gordon  made  arrangements  to  have  the  body  taken  to  her  house, 
and  wired  for  an  undertaker  to  meet  her  at  the  train.  We  arrived  at  Savannah 
about  midnight,  and  the  body  was  removed  from  the  train.  I  left  Corporal  Perry 
to  remain  over  at  Savannah  and  accompany  the  remains  home  twenty-four  hours 
later. 

I  was  informed  by  the  porter  on  the  car  that  Mrs.  Gordon  had  ordered  brandy 
and  milk  and  asked  as  to  the  pay.  I  told  him  the  bill  was  all  right  and  paid  him 
the  amount. 

Private  Perry  had  been  sick  with  malarial  fever  since  August  5, 1898,  and  I  was 
fully  informed  as  to  his  condition  before  leaving  camp,  and  it  was  as  the  last 
resort  that  I  started  home  with  him,  thinking  that  the  hopes  of  getting  home 
might  possibly  revive  him  sufficiently  that  he  would  be  able  to  stand  the  journey. 

No  one  of  my  party  had  been  treated  for  hemorrhage  while  in  camp,  and  no  one 
in  my  party  was  taken  with  hemorrhages  while  on  the  way  home.  I  kept  a  sup- 
ply of  fresh  milk  for  the  sick  men,  which  I  gave  to  them  about  every  hour.  I 
also  got  milk  toast,  eggnog,  ice  tea  (using  the  ice  tea  instead  of  water) ,  and  for 
those  who  would  eat  solid  food  I  bought  fried  chicken,  bread,  and  butter,  they 
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ordering  coffee,  etc.,  of  the  porter  from  the  buffet.  I  also  had  brandy  that  I  used 
to  stimulate  them  with  when  their  temperature  was  low  and  after  giving  them  a 
sponge  bath. 

We  had  the  Pullman  palace  car  until  we  arrived  at  Cincinnati,  Wednesday- 
morning  at  7.30,  August  24,  1898;  here  we  transferred  to  the  Chicago,  Hamilton 
and  Dayton  Railroad  for  Toledo,  Ohio,  leaving  Private  McBribe,  who  had  a  ticket 
over  the  Chicago,  Hamilton  and  Dayton  to  Delphi,  Ind. 

Going  from  Cincinnati  to  Toledo  I  made  a  bed  on  the  sofa  in  the  chair  car  for 
Sergeant  Roach,  and  arranged  the  seats  and  cushions  with  blankets  in  the  ordi- 
nary coach  for  Private  Bradford.  I  wired  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern 
authorities  at  Toledo  to  hold  train,  and  when  we  arrived  in  Toledo  we  found  that 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  our  convenience  and  a  special  car  was  put  on 
the  fast  express  for  our  benefit,  with  instructions  that  the  train  should  be  stopped 
at  Goshen  for  us.  We  arrived  in  Goshen  at  6.10  p.  m.  August  24,  1898.  With 
the  exception  of  Private  Charles  Perry  all  the  men  stood  the  forty-eight  hours' 
journey  remarkably  well  and  are  now  getting  along  nicely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Elias  D.  Salsbury, 
Captain,  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry, 


U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Boston,  November  29,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman,  Investigating  Committee,  War  Department, 

Parker  House,  Boston,  Mass. 
My  Dear  General:  You  will  perhaps  recall  me  as  one  of  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Lee,  Higginson  &  Co.,  whom  you  have  seen  from  time  to  time.  From  being  very 
busy  with  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Aid  Association  this  summer,  as  treas- 
urer and  one  of  the  executive  committee,  I  have  seen  much  of  the  physicians  and 
other  men  whom  we  have  sent  to  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  either  we  have  been 
very  wrong  in  straining  every  nerve  to  give  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  what 
was  needed  and  what  should  have  been  provided  by  the  United  States,  or  else  the 
War  Office  and  the  Surgeon-General's  Office  have  been  very  derelict  in  their 
management  of  affairs.  I  have  no  complaints  to  make,  but  merely  wish  to  say 
this  to  you. 

There  is  considerable  testimony  to  be  had  here  in  Boston  if  the  gentlemen  who 
can  give  it  are  satisfied  that  they  are  going  to  be  treated  kindly  and  fairly.  So 
far  as  one  can  judge  by  the  newspapers,  such  has  not  been  the  case  in  many 
other  instances.  As  the  matter  at  present  stands  only  those  who  will  give  favor- 
able testimony  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  will  go  before  you,  at  any  rate,  from 
this  city.  If  you  yourself  can  assure  me  that  the  witnesses  are  to  be  treated  fairly 
and  kindly,  I  will  try  to  induce  some  good  men  to  go  before  you. 

I  merely  say  this  in  the  interest  of  good  government  and  honest,  fair  treatment 
towards  the  soldiers  as  well  as  towards  the  War  Office. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Henry  L.  Higginson, 
7833 30 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Parker  House. 
Boston,  Mass.,  November  80,  1898. 
Henry  L.  Higginson,  Esq. 

(Care  of  Lee,  Higginson  &  Co.), 

Boston,  Mass. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  November  29.  I  do  not  think  that 
any  witness  who  has  yet  been  before  us  can  say  that  he  has  not  been  treated  in 
the  kindest  manner.  We  give  every  witness  an  opportunity  to  make  a  full  state- 
ment and  say  anything  he  desires,  and,  I  think,  if  you  will  speak  to  any  of  the 
witnesses  who  have  been  before  us  in  Boston  they  will  corroborate  this  state- 
ment. We  have  never  as  yet  had  a  complaint  from  a  witness.  I  think  this 
statement  from  me  to  you  will  convince  you  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  and 
we  will  be  pleased  to  have  sent  before  us  any  person  that  has  any  information. 

You  are  mistaken  as  to  our  bringing  before  us  only  people  who  testify  in  behalf 
of  the  Government.  We  bring  before  us  only  those  who  send  word  they  have 
complaints  to  make,  or  whom  we  are  informed  have  information  that  will  be 
valuable  to  us,  and  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  regiments  or  independent  com- 
mands. We  do  not  bring  before  us  people  who  are  ready  to  testify  in  behalf  of 
the  Government,  although  we  have  had  a  great  many  letters  from  people  who 
desire  to  do  so.  We  have  examined  since  we  have  been  here  Dr.  H.  D.  Burrill, 
Dr.  William  H.  Prescott,  Dr.  E.  G.  Brackett,  Dr.  Grafton  Cushing,  and  Dr.  J.  Booth 
Clarkson  and  Dr.  Miles  Standish,  of  your  association. 

The  Commission  respectfully  gives  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  come  before  us 
and  make  any  statement  that  you  desire  that  will  fix  any  responsibility  for  any 
maladministration  of  affairs  during  the  war.  We  would  like  to  have  any  wit- 
nesses that  are  to  appear  before  us  come  by  2  o'clock  this  afternoon,  as  a  portion 
of  the  Commission  wishes  to  leave  to-night.  However,  a  part  of  the  Commission 
will  remain  here  long  enough  to  hear  any  witnesses  that  may  desire  to  come 
before  us. 

Respectfully  yours,  G.  M.  Dodge,  President. 


Boston,  November  30,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President,  Parker  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

My  Dear  General:  I  have  your  favor  of  November  30  and  thank  you  for  it. 

What  I  intended  to  say  was  that  some  people  here  had  declined  to  go  before 
you  because  they  had  nothing  favorable  to  say  and  did  not  expect  kind  treatment 
if  they  had  adverse  comments  to  make.  I  am  very  glad  to  observe  by  the  papers 
that  you  have  had  friendly  and  adverse  comments  in  Boston. 

I  have  had  no  personal  experiences,  and  have  relied  on  the  reports  of  our  officers 
of  the  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Aid  Association,  and  others;  therefore  I  have  no 
evidence,  properly  speaking,  to  offer,  else  I  should  certainly  go  before  you. 

This  I  have  as  hearsay:  Sherman  Hoar  found  a  surgeon  on  duty  at  Fortress 
Monroe  who  was  repeatedly  drunk.  He  reported  him  to  Secretary  Alger,  who  was 
much  shocked  and  removed  him.  Shortly  after,  Sherman  Hoar  found  him  on 
duty  at  the  detention  hospital  at  Montauk  Point,  finding  him  drunk  before  noon. 
This  fact  can  be  substantiated  by  one  of  the  members  of  our  association  who  has 
just  left  me,  but  it  is  hearsay  evidence  and  you  probably  do  not  care  for  it. 

I  am  quite  aware  of  your  wishes  in  the  premises  and  wish  I  were  able  to  help. 
Yours  truly, 

H.  L.  Higginson. 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  War  with  Spain.] 

Boston,  Mass.,  November  SO,  1898. 
H.  L.  Higginson,  Esq., 

44  State  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  for  which  accept  my  thanks.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  go  before  ns  on  this  doctor.  If  you  will  give  us  his  name,  for 
our  own  use,  not  to  be  made  public,  we  will  thank  you.  It  is  all  that  is  necessary 
for  us  to  look  into  the  case.  We  have  had  testimony  on  the  question  of  doctors 
who  were  drunk  at  Camp  Wikoff ,  and  probably  this  man's  name  is  in  the  list; 
but  all  that  we  have  the  names  of,  as  far  as  we  know,  are  discharged.  If  there  is 
anyone  on  duty  we  would  like  to  know  it.  Although  it  is  hearsay,  as  you  say, 
evidence  to  you,  still  it  may  be  in  corroboration  of  evidence  that  we  have.  I  wish 
to  assure  you  again  that  the  people  we  desire  to  hear  are  those  who  have  com- 
plaints to  make,  no  matter  what  they  are  or  who  from,  and  it  is  the  only  testi- 
mony that  we  seek. 

Respectfully,  yours,  G.  M.  Dodge,  President. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COMMITTEE   OF   YOUNG  MEN'S   CHRISTIAN   ASSOCIATIONS. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  in  April,  1898,  the  International  Committee  of 
Young  Men's  Christian  Associations,  emulating  the  record  of  these  associations 
in  the  civil  war,  immediately  appointed  the  gentlemen  above  named  as  its  Army 
and  Navy  Christian  Commission. 

This  commission  planted  and  maintained  in  the  camps  70  tents,  each  a  complete 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association.  In  charge  of  these  tents  the  commission 
placed  during  the  war  a  total  of  263  qualified  secretaries. 

In  28  States  the  various  State  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  committees 
planted  tents  in  the  temporary  State  camps,  where  regiments  were  being  recruited, 
and  from  which  the  soldiers  passed  into  the  more  permanent  United  States  camps. 

The  tents  were  large  and  airy,  40  by  60  feet,  and  were  open  every  day  from  8 
a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  Facilities  for  correspondence  were  provided  free,  at  a  cost  for 
some  time  of  $1,000  per  week  to  the  committee.  Nearly  4,000,000  sheets  of  letter 
paper  were  furnished,  and  nearly  as  many  envelopes,  with  the  imprint  of  the 
commission  and  the  American  flag  on  each.  From  10,000  to  20,000  letters  were 
written  weekly  in  each  large  tent.  An  organ  and  song  books  were  provided  for 
each  tent,  and  much  of  the  leisure  time  of  the  soldiers  was  spent  with  music  and 
song.  In  the  evenings  gospel  hymns  were  preferred  to  all  others.  Generally  the 
evening  closed  with  an  informal  song  service  and  prayer.  Ice  water  with  oat- 
meal was  provided  in  abundance.  Facilities  for  games  in  the  tents  and  for  out- 
door recreation  were  furnished.  Secular  and  religious  papers  and  magazines 
were  received  regularly  and  kept  on  file.  There  were  given  away  60,000  Testa- 
ments and  Bibles,  60,000  Army  and  Navy  hymn  books  (special  edition),  10,000 
Medical  Rules  for  Camp  Life,  and  tons  of  pamphlets,  books,  magazines,  and 
other  readable  literature. 

Gospel  meetings  and  Bible  classes  were  held  on  Sunday,  and  frequently  during 
the  week.  The  tents  were  open  at  all  times  for  the  use  of  chaplains,  and  services 
were  held  often  by  evangelists  and  others.  The  evangelistic  department,  through 
its  chairman,  D.  L.  Moody,  kept  a  force  of  clergymen  and  evangelists  in  the  field, 
cooperating  with  the  more  incessant  and  steady  work  of  hospitality  carried  on  in 
the  tents.  The  relation  of  the  whole  work  to  the  hospital  service  was  close  and 
cooperative.  The  tents  were  the  favorite  resort  of  the  convalescents,  and  as  suck 
facilitated  their  recovery. 
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Tents,  equipments,  and  secretaries  were  sent  to  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  and  the 
Philippines. 

The  whole  work  was  carried  on  with  the  hearty  sympathy  and  approval  of  the 
chaplains.  From  the  beginning  it  received  ihe  strong  sympathy  and  countenance 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  War  Department.  Free  transportation  of  men 
and  equipment  were  granted  the  international  committee  by  the  authorities,  so 
far  as  the  rules  of  the  service  would  allow,  but  the  entire  expense  was  met  by  the 
contributions  of  generous  and  patriotic  friends  of  the  soldier  and  sailor. 

The  total  expenditure  during  1898  for  this  wide  and  beneficent  work  of  generous 
hospitality  has  been  by — 

The  International  Committee  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Associations  - $80, 946. 25 

State  committees  in  28  States 58,650.00 

Total - --- 139,596.25 

The  strongest  testimony  to  the  value  of  this  work  has  been  the  earnest  desire 
manifested  by  the  soldiers  for  its  continuance  as  a  permanency  in  the  Army."  As 
soon  as  they  learned  last  October  that  the  expense  of  its  army  work  was  becom- 
ing so  heavy  a  tax  on  the  committee's  treasury  that,  for  this  reason  only,  there 
was  danger  of  a  discontinuance  or  abridgment  of  it,  they  began  promptly,  out  of 
their  November  pay,  to  send  from  the  camps  contributions  toward  the  expense. 
In  December  and  January  they  have  increased  these  contributions,  and  are  in  this 
practical  way  insisting  on  a  favorable  reply  from  the  committee  to  their  request 
for  undiminished  continuance  of  the  good  work. 

Richard  C.  Morse, 
General  Secretary  International  Committee. 


GENERAL  REPORTS. 


FROM  DIVISION,  BRIGADE,  REGIMENTAL,  AND  COMPANY  COMMANDERS. 


ROUGH  RIDERS  IN  CUBA. 

Various  reports  of  Col.    Theodore  Roosevelt,  inclosing  reports  from   Captain 
Llewellyn,  Lieutenant  Mcllhenny,  Dr.  Church,  and  other  officers  of  the  regiment. 

Trenches  Outside  Santiago,  July  4, 1898. 
Col.  Leonard  Wood, 

Commanding  Second  Cavalry  Brigade. 

Sir:  On  July  1  the  regiment,  with  myself  in  command,  was  moved  out  by  your 
orders,  directly  following  the  First  Brigade.  Before  leaving  the  camping  ground 
several  of  our  men  were  wounded  by  shrapnel.  After  crossing  the  river  at  the 
ford  we  were  moved  along  and  up  the  right  bank,  under  fire,  and  were  held  in 
reserve  at  a  sunk  road.  Here  we  lost  a  good  many  men,  including  Captain 
O'Neill,  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Haskell,  wounded.  We  then  received  your  order 
to  advance  and  support  the  regular  cavalry  in  the  attack  on  the  intrenchments 
and  blockhouses  on  the  hills  to  the  left.  The  regiment  was  deployed  on  both 
sides  of  the  road  and  moved  forward  until  we  came  to  the  rearmost  lines  of  the 
regulars.  We  continued  to  move  forward  until  I  ordered  a  charge,  and  the  men 
rushed  the  blockhouse  and  rifle  pits  on  the  hill  to  the  right  of  our  advance.  They 
did  the  work  in  fine  shape,  though  suffering  severely.  The  guidons  of  Troops  E 
and  G  were  first  planted  on  the  summit,  though  the  first  men  up  were  some  of  A 
and  B  troopers,  who  were  with  me.  We  then  opened  fire  on  the  intrenchments 
on  a  hill  to  our  left  which  some  of  the  other  regiments  were  assailing,  and  which 
they  carried  a  few  minutes  later. 

Meanwhile  we  were  under  a  heavy  rifle  fire  from  the  intrenchments  along  the 
hills  to  our  front,  from  whence  they  also  shelled  us  with  a  piece  of  field  artillery, 
until  some  of  our  marksmen  silenced  it.  When  the  men  got  their  wind  we 
charged  again  and  carried  the  second  line  of  intrenchments  with  a  rush.  Swing- 
ing to  the  left  we  then  drove  the  Spaniards  over  the  brow  of  the  chain  of  hills 
fronting  Santiago.  By  this  time  the  regiments  were  much  mixed,  and  we  were 
under  a  very  heavy  fire,  both  of  shrapnel  and  from  rifles,  from  the  batteries, 
intrenchments,  and  forts  immediately  in  front  of  the  city.  On  the  extreme  front 
I  now  found  myselt  in  command,  with  fragments  of  the  six  cavalry  regiments  of 
the  two  brigades  under  me.  The  Spaniards  made  one  or  two  efforts  to  retake  the 
line,  but  were  promptly  driven  back.  Both  General  Sumner  and  you  sent  me 
word  to  hold  the  line  at  all  hazards,  and  that  night  we  dug  a  line  of  intrenchments 
across  our  front,  using  the  captured  Spanish  intrenchmenb  tools.  We  had  noth- 
ing to  eat  except  what  we  captured  from  the  Spaniards,  but  their  dinners  had 
fortunately  been  cooked,  and  we  ate  them  with  relish,  having  been  fighting  all 
day.    We  had  no  blankets  or  coats,  and  lay  by  the  trenches  all  night.    The  Span- 
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iards  attacked  us  once  in  the  night,  and  at  dawn  they  opened  a  heavy  artillery 
and  rifle  fire. 

Very  great  assistance  was  rendered  us  by  Lieutenant  Parker's  gatling  battery 
at  critical  moments.  He  fought  his  guns  at  the  extreme  front  of  the  firing  line 
in  a  way  that  repeatedly  called  forth  the  cheers  of  my  men.  One  of  the  Spanish 
batteries  which  was  used  against  us  was  directly  in  front  of  the  hospital,  so  that 
the  Red  Cross  flag  flew  over  the  battery,  saving  it  from  our  fire  for  a  considerable 
period.  The  Spanish  Mauser  bullets  made  clean  wounds;  but  they  also  used  a 
copper- jacketed  or  brass-jacketed  bullet,  which  exploded,  making  very  bad  wounds, 
indeed. 

Since  then  we  have  continued  to  hold  the  ground.  The  food  has  been  short, 
and  until  to-day  we  could  not  get  our  blankets,  coats,  or  shelter  tents,  while  the 
men  lay  all  day  under  the  fire  from  the  Spanish  batteries,  intrenchments,  and 
guerillas  in  trees,  and  worked  all  night  in  the  trenches,  never  even  taking  off 
their  shoes,  but  they  are  in  excellent  spirits  and  ready  and  anxious  to  carry  out 
any  orders  they  receive.  At  the  end  of  the  first  day  the  eight  troops  were  com- 
manded, two  by  captains,  three  by  first  lieutenants,  two  by  second  lieutenants, 
and  one  by  the  sergeant,  whom  you  made  acting  lieutenant. 

We  went  into  the  fight  about  490  strong;.  86  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  there 
are  half  a  dozen  missing.  The  great  heat  prostrated  nearly  40  men,  some  of  them 
among  the  best  in  the  regiment.  Besides  Captain  O'Neil  and  Lieutenant  Has- 
kell, Lieutenants  Leahy,  Devereux,  and  Carr  were  wounded;  all  behaved  with 
great  gallantry.  As  for  Captain  O'Neil,  his  loss  is  one  of  the  severest  that  could 
have  befallen  the  regiment.  He  was  a  man  of  cool  head,  great  executive  ability, 
and  literally  dauntless  courage. 

The  guerillas  in  trees  not  only  fired  at  our  troops,  but  seemed  to  devote  them- 
selves especially  to  shooting  at  the  surgeons,  the  hospital  assistants  with  red 
cross  bandages  on  their  arms,  the  wounded  who  were  being  carried  in  litters,  and 
the  burying  parties.  Many  of  these  guerillas  were  dressed  in  green  uniforms. 
We  sent  out  a  detail  of  sharpshooters  among  those  in  our  rear,  along  the  line 
where  they  had  been  shooting  the  wounded,  and  killed  13. 

To  attempt  to  give  a  list  of  the  men  who  showed  signal  valor  would  necessitate 
sending  in  an  almost  complete  roster  of  the  regiment.  Many  of  the  cases  which 
I  mention  stand  merely  as  examples  of  the  rest,  not  as  exceptions. 

Captain  Jenkins  acted  as  major,  and  showed  such  conspicuous  gallantry  and 
efficiency  that  I  earnestly  hope  he  may  be  promoted  to  major  as  soon  as  a  vacancy 
occurs.  Captains  Llewellyn,  Muller,  and  Luna  led  their  troops  throughout  the 
charges,  handling  them  admirably.  At  the  end  of  the  battle  Lieutenants  Kane, 
Greenwood,  and  Goodrich  were  in  charge  of  their  troops,  immediately  under  my 
eye,  and  I  wish  particularly  to  commend  their  conduct  throughout.  Lieutenant 
,  who  commanded  his  troop,  also  did  well. 

Corporals  Waller  and  Fortescue  and  Trooper  McKinley,  of  Troop  E;  Corporal 
Rhoades,  of  Troop  D;  Troopers  Albertson,  Winter,  MacGregor,  and  Ray  Clark, 
of  Troop  F;  Troopers  Bugbee,  Jackson,  and  Waller,  of  Troop  A;  Trumpeter  Mac- 
donald,  of  Troop  L;  Sergeant  Hughes,  of  Troop  B,  and  Trooper  Geiren,  of  Troop 
G,  all  continued  to  fight  after  being  wounded,  some  very  severely;  most  of  them 
fought  until  the  end  of  the  day.  Trooper  Oliver  B.  Norton,  of  B,  who  with  his 
brother  was  by  my  side  all  throughout  the  charging,  was  killed  while  fighting 
with  marked  gallantry.  Sergeant  Ferguson,  Corporal  Lee,  and  Troopers  Bell 
and  Carroll,  of  Troop  K;  Sergeant  Dame,  of  Troop  E;  Troopers  Goodwin,  Camp- 
bell, and  Dudley  Dean,  and  Trumpeter  Foster,  of  B,  and  Troopers  Greenwold  and 
Bardeha,  of  A,  are  all  worthy  of  special  mention  for  coolness  and  gallantry.  They 
all  merit  promotion  when  the  time  comes.  But  the  most  conspicuous  gallantry 
was  shown  by  Trooper  Rowland.     He  was  wounded  in  the  side  in  our  first  fight, 
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but  kept  in  the  firing  line;  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  the  next  day,  but  left  it, 
and  marched  out  to  us,  overtaking  us,  and  fought  all  through  this  battle  with  such 
indifference  to  danger  that  I  was  forced  again  and  again  to  berate  and  threaten  him 
for  running  needless  risk. 

Great  gallantry  was  also  shown  by  four  troopers,  whom  I  can  not  identify,  and 
by  trooper  Winslow  Clark,  of  G.  It  was  after  we  had  taken  the  first  hill;  I  had 
called  out  to  rush  the  second,  and,  having  by  that  time  lost  my  horse,  climbed  a 
wire  fence  and  started  toward  it.  After  going  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  under 
a  heavy  fire,  I  found  that  no  one  else  had  come,  as  I  discovered  later,  it  was 
simply  because  in  the  confusion,  with  men  shooting  and  being  shot,  they  had  not 
noticed  me  start;  I  told  the  five  men  to  wait  a  moment,  as  it  might  be  misunder- 
stood if  we  all  ran  back,  while  I  ran  back  and  started  the  regiment;  and  as  soon 
as  I  did  so  the  regiment  came  with  a  rush.  But  meanwhile  the  five  men  coolly 
lay  down  in  the  open,  returning  the  fire  from  the  trenches;  it  is  to  be  wondered 
at  that  only  Clarke  was  seriously  wounded,  and  he  called  out  as  we  passed  again, 
to  lay  his  canteen  where  he  could  reach  it,  but  to  continue  the  charge  and  leave 
him  where  he  was.  All  the  wounded  had  to  be  left  until  after  the  fight,  for  we 
could  spare  no  men  from  the  firing  line. 

Very  respectfully,  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 

Near  Santiago  de  Cuba, ,  . 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

Colonel  Roosevelt  and  his  entire  command  deserve  high  commendation.  I  call  special  atten- 
tion to  Colonel  Roosevelt's  recommendation  regarding  Captain  O'Neill,  Lieutenants  Haskell, 
Leahy,  Devereaux,  and  Carr.  Also  his  commendation  of  Captain  Jenkins,  Lieutenants  Kane, 
Greenwood,  Goodrich,  and  Franz.  Also  Corporals  Waller,  Fortesque,  and  Private  McKinley, 
Troop  E;  Corporal  Rhoads,  Troopers  Albertson,  Winter  McGregor,  and  Ray  Clark,  of  Troop  F, 
Troopers  Rugbee,  Jackson,  and  Waller,  Troop  A;  Trumpeter  McDonald,  Troop  L;  Sergeant 
Hughes,  Troop  B;  Gerien,  Troop  G;  Oliver  B.  Norton,  Troop  B;  Sergeant  Ferguson,  Corporal 
Lee,  Trumpeter  Bell  and  Carroll,  Troop  K;  Sergeant  Damy,  Troop  E;  Troopers  Goodwin, 
Campbell,  and  Dudley  Dean,  Trumpeter  Foster,  Troop  B;  Troopers  Greenwald  and  Bardshas, 
Troop  A;  and  special  commendation  iof  Troopers  Rouland  and  Winston  Clark,  of  Troop  G.  I 
concur  in  these  recommendations. 

Jos.  Wheeler, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Camp  Hamilton, 
Near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  20,  1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  Leonard  Wood, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  directions,  I  herewith  report  on  the  operations  of  my 
regiments  from  the  1st  to  the  17th  instants  inclusive. 

As  I  have  already  made  you  two  reports  about  the  first  day's  operations,  I  shall 
pass  them  over  rather  briefly.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  my  regiment  was 
formed  at  the  head  of  the  Second  Brigade,  by  the  El  Poso  sugar  mill.  When  the 
batteries  opened,  the  Spaniards  replied  with  shrapnel,  which  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  the  men  of  my  regiment.  We  then  marched  toward  the  right,  and  my 
regiment  crossed  the  ford  before  the  balloon  came  down  there  and  attracted  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  so  that  at  that  point  we  lost  no  one. 

My  orders  had  been  to  march  forward  until  I  joined  General  Lawton's  left 
wing,  but  after  going  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  I  was  halted  and  told  to 
remain  in  reserve  near  the  creek,  by  a  deep  lane.  The  bullets  dropped  thick  among 
us  for  the  next  hour,  while  we  lay  there,  and  many  of  my  men  were  killed  or 
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wounded;  among  the  former  was  Captain  O'Neill,  whose  loss  was  a  very  heavy 
blow  to  the  regiment,  for  he  was  a  singularly  gallant  and  efficient  officer.  Acting 
Lieutenant  Haskell  was  also  shot  at  this  time.  He  showed  the  utmost  courage, 
and  had  been  of  gre?u  use  during  the  fighting  and  marching.  It  seems  to  me 
some  action  should  be  taken  about  him.  You  then  sent  me  word  to  move  for- 
ward in  support  of  the  regular  cavalry,  and  I  advanced  the  regiment  in  column 
of  companies,  each  company  deployed  as  skirmishers.  We  moved  through  sev- 
eral skirmish  lines  of  the  regiment  ahead  of  us,  as  it  seemed  to  me  our  only 
chance  was  in  rushing  the  intrenchments  in  front  instead  of  firing  at  them  from 
a  distance.  Accordingly  we  charged  the  blockhouse  and  intrenchments  on  the 
hill  to  our  right  against  a  heavy  fire.  It  was  taken  in  good  style,  the  men  of  my 
regiment  thus  being  the  first  to  capture  any  fortified  position  and  to  break  through 
the  Spanish  lines.  The  guidons  of  G  and  E  troops  were  first  at  this  point,  but 
some  of  the  men  of  A  and  B  troops,  who  were  with  me,  personally  got  in  ahead 
of  them.  At  the  last  wire  fence  up  this  hill  I  was  obliged  to  abandon  my  horse 
and  after  that  went  on  foot. 

After  capturing  this  hill,  we  first  of  all  directed  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  San  Juan 
hill  to  our  left,  which  was  at  the  time  being  assailed  by  the  regular  infantry  and 
cavalry,  supported  by  Captain  Parker's  gatling  guns.  By  the  time  San  Juan  was 
taken  a  large  force  had  assembled  on  the  hill  we  had  previously  captured,  consist- 
ing not  only  of  my  own  regiment,  but  of  the  Ninth,  and  of  portions  of  other  cav- 
alry regiments.  We  then  charged  forward,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  across  the 
valley  against  the  Spanish  intrenchments  on  the  hill  in  the  rear  of  the  San  Juan 
hill.  This  we  also  took,  capturing  several  prisoners.  We  then  formed  in  what- 
ever order  we  could  and  moved  forward,  driving  the  Spanish  before  us  to  the  crest 
of  the  hills  in  our  front,  which  were  immediately  opposite  the  city  of  Santiago 
itself.  Here  I  received  orders  to  halt  and  hold  the  line  of  hill  crest.  I  had  at  that 
time  fragments  of  the  six  cavalry  regiments  and  an  occasional  infantryman  under 
me — three  or  four  hundred  men  all  told.  As  I  was  the  highest  there,  I  took  com- 
mand of  all  of  them  and  so  continued  until  next  morning. 

The  Spaniards  attempted  a  counter  attack  that  afternoon,  but  were  easily  driven 
back,  and  then  and  until  after  dark  we  remained  under  a  heavy  fire  from  their 
rifles  and  great  guns,  lying  flat  on  our  faces  on  the  gentle  slope  just  behind  the 
crest.  Captain  Parker's  gatling  battery  was  run  up  to  the  right  of  my  regiment 
and  did  most  excellent  and  gallant  service.  In  order  to  charge,  the  men  had,  of 
course,  been  obliged  to  throw  away  their  packs,  and  we  had  nothing  to  sleep  in 
and  nothing  to  eat.  We  were  Jucky  enough,  however,  to  find  in  the  last  block- 
house captured  the  Spanish  dinner  still  cooking,  which  we  ate  with  relish.  They 
consisted  chiefly  of  rice  and  pease,  with  a  big  pot  containing  a  stew  of  fresh  meat, 
probably  for  the  officers.  We  also  distributed  the  captured  Spanish  blankets,  as 
far  as  they  would  go,  among  our  men,  and  gathered  a  good  deal  of  the  Mauser 
ammunition  for  use  in  the  Colts  rapid-fire  guns,  which  were  being  brought  up. 
That  night  we  dug  intrenchments  across  our  front.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  Spaniards  made  another  attack  upon  us,  which  was  easily  repelled,  and  at  4 
they  opened  the  day  with  a  heavy  rifle  and  shrapnel  fire.  All  day  long  we 
remained  under  this,  replying  whenever  we  got  the  chance. 

In  the  evening  at  about  8  o'clock  the  Spaniards  fired  their  guns  and  then  opened 
a  very  heavy  rifle  fire,  their  skirmishers  coming  well  forward.  I  got  all  my  men 
down  into  the  trenches,  as  did  the  other  commands  near  me,  and  we  opened  a  heavy 
return  fire.  The  Spanish  advance  was  at  once  stopped,  and  after  an  hour  their 
fire  died  away.  This  night  we  completed  most  of  our  trenches  and  began  to  build 
bombproofs.  The  protection  afforded  to  our  men  was  good,  and  next  morning 
I  had  but  one  man  wounded  from  the  rifle  and  shell  fire  until  12  o'clock,  when  the 
truce  <same.     I  do  not  mention  the  officers  and  men  who  particularly  distinguished 
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themselves,  as  I  have  nothing  to  add  in  this  respect  to  what  was  contained  in  my 
two  former  letters. 

There  were  numerous  Red  Cross  flags  flying  in  various  parts  of  the  city,  two  of 
them  so  arranged  that  they  directly  covered  batteries  in  our  front  and  for  some 
time  were  the  cause  of  our  not  firing  at  them.  The  Spanish  guerrillas  were  very 
active,  especially  in  our  rear,  where  they  seemed,  by  preference,  to  attack  the 
wounded  men  who  were  being  carried  on  litters,  the  doctors  and  medical  attend- 
ants with  Red  Cross  badges  on  their  arms,  and  the  burial  parties.  I  organized  a 
detail  of  sharpshooters  and  sent  them  out  after  these  guerrillas,  of  whom  they 
killed  13.  Two  of  the  men  thus  killed  were  shot  several  hours  after  the  truce  had 
been  in  operation,  because  in  spite  of  this  fact,  they  kept  firing  upon  our  men  as 
they  went  to  draw  water.  They  were  stationed  in  trees  ( as  the  guerrillas  were  gen- 
erally) ,  and  owing  to  the  density  of  the  foliage  and  to  the  use  of  smokeless-powder 
rifles  it  was  an  exceedingly  difficult  matter  to  locate  them.  For  the  next  seven 
days,  until  the  10th,  we  lay  in  our  lines  while  the  truce  continued.  We  had  con- 
tinually to  work  at  additional  bombproof s  and  at  the  trenches,  and  as  we  had  no 
proper  supply  of  food  and  utterly  inadequate  medical  facilities,  the  men  suffered 
a  good  deal.  The  officers  chipped  together  to  purchase  beans,  tomatoes,  and  sugar 
for  the  men,  so  that  they  might  have  some  relief  from  the  bacon  and  hard-tack. 
With  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  we  got  them  coffee.  As  for  the  sick  and  wounded, 
they  suffered  so  in  the  hospitals  when  sent  to  the  rear,  from  lack  of  food  and  atten- 
tion, that  we  found  it  best  to  keep  them  at  the  front  and  give  them  such  care 
as  our  own  doctors  could.  As  I  mentioned  in  my  previous  letter,  13  of  our 
wounded  men  continued  to  fight  through  the  battle  in  spite  of  their  wounds,  and 
of  those  sent  to  the  rear  many,  both  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  came  up  to  rejoin 
us  as  soon  as  their  condition  allowed  them  to  walk.  Most  of  the  worst  cases  were 
ultimately  sent  to  the  States. 

On  the  10th  the  truce  was  at  an  end  and  the  bombardment  reopened.  As  far 
as  our  lines  were  concerned,  it  was  on  the  Spanish  part  very  feeble.  We  suffered 
no  losses  and  speedily  got  the  fire  from  their  trenches  in  our  front  completely 
under.  On  the  11th  we  were  moved  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  right;  the  truce 
again  being  on,  nothing  happened  here,  except  we  continued  to  watch  and  do  our 
best  to  get  the  men,  especially  the  sick,  properly  fed;  and  having  no  transporta- 
tion, and  being  unable  to  get  hardly  any  through  the  regular  channels,  we  used 
anything  we  could  find — captured  Spanish  cavalry  horses;  abandoned  mules, 
which  had  been  shot,  but  which  our  men  took  and  cured;  diminutive,  skinny 
ponies  purchased  from  the  Cubans,  etc.  By  these  means  and  by  the  exertions  of 
the  officers  we  were  able  from  time  to  time  to  get  supplies  of  beans,  sugar,  toma- 
toes, and  even  oatmeal,  while  from  the  Red  Cross  people  we  got  our  invaluable 
load  of  rice,  corn  meal,  etc.  All  of  this  was  of  the  utmost  consequence,  not  only 
for  the  sick  nominally  well,  as  the  lack  of  proper  food  was  telling  terribly  on  the 
men.  It  was  utterly  impossible  to  get  them  clothes  and  shoes;  those  they  had 
were  in  many  cases  literally  dropping  to  pieces.  On  the  17th  the  city  surren- 
dered. On  the  18th  we  shifted  camp  to  here,  the  best  camp  we  have  had,  but  the 
march  hither  under  the  noonday  sun  told  very  heavily  on  our  men,  weakened  by 
underfeeding  and  overwork,  and  next  morning  123  cases  were  reported  to  the 
doctors,  and  I  now  have  but  half  of  the  600  men  with  which  I  landed  four  weeks 
ago  fit  for  duty,  and  these  are  not  fit  to  do  anything  like  the  work  they  could  do 
then. 

As  we  had  but  one  wagon,  the  change  necessitated  leaving  much  of  my  stuff 
behind,  with  a  night  of  discomfort,  with  scanty  shelter  and  scanty  food  for  most 
of  the  officers  and  many  of  the  men.  Only  the  possession  of  the  improvised  pack 
train  alluded  to  above  saved  this  from  being  worse.  Yesterday  I  sent  in  a  detail 
of  six  officers  and  men  to  see  if  they  could  not  purchase  or  make  arrangements 
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for  a  supply  of  proper  food  and  proper  clothing  for  the  men,  even  if  we  had  to 
pay  for  it  out  of  our  own  pockets.     Our  suffering  has  been  due  primarily  to  lack 
of  transportation  and  of  proper  food  or  sufficient  clothing  and  of  medical  sup- 
plies.    We  should  now  have  wagon  sheets  for  tentage. 
Very  respectfully, 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Herewith  I  append  the  list  of  our  killed  and  wounded 


Camp  Wikoff,  September  10, 1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  circular  issued  by  command  of  Major-G-eneral  Shafter 
under  date  of  September  8,  1898,  containing  a  request  for  information  by  the 
Adjutant-General  of  September  7,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 

I  am  a  little  in  doubt  whether  the  fact  that  on  certain  occasions  my  regiment 
suffered  for  food,  etc.,  should  be  put  down  to  an  actual  shortage  of  supplies  or  to 
general  defects  in  the  system  of  administration.  Thus,  when  the  regiment  arrived 
in  Tampa  after  a  four  days'  journey  by  cars  from  its  camp  at  San  Antonio,  it 
received  no  food  whatever  for  twenty-four  hours  and,  as  the  travel  rations  had  been 
completely  exhausted,  food  for  several  of  the  troops  was  purchased  by  their  officers, 
who,  of  course,  have  not  been  reimbursed  by  the  Government.  In  the  same  way 
we  were  short  one  or  two  meals  at  the  time  of  embarking  at  Port  Tampa  on  the 
transport,  but  this  I  think  was  due  not  to  a  failure  in  the  quantity  of  supplies 
but  to  the  lack  of  system  in  embarkation. 

As  with  the  other  regiments,  no  information  was  given  in  advance  what  trans- 
port we  should  take  or  how  we  should  proceed  to  get  aboard,  nor  did  anyone  exer- 
cise any  supervision  over  the  embarkation.  Each  regimental  commander,  so  far  as 
I  know,  was  left  to  find  out  as  best  he  could,  after  he  was  down  at  the  dock,  what 
transport  had  not  been  taken,  and  then  to  get  his  regiment  aboard  it,  if  he  was 
able,  before  some  other  regiment  got  it.  Our  regiment  was  told  to  go  to  a  certain 
switch  and  take  a  train  for  Port  Tampa  at  12  o'clock,  midnight.  The  train  never 
came.  After  three  hours  of  waiting  we  were  sent  to  another  switch,  and  finally, 
at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  got  possession  of  some  coal  cars  and  came  down  in 
them.  When  we  reached  the  quay  where  the  embarkation  was  proceeding  every- 
thing was  in  utter  confusion.  The  quay  was  piled  with  stores  and  swarming  with 
thousands  of  men  of  different  regiments,  besides  on-lookers,  etc.  The  command- 
ing general,  when  we  at  last  found  him,  told  Colonel  Wood  and  myself  that  he 
did  not  know  what  ship  we  were  to  embark  on,  and  that  we  must  find  Colonel 
Humphrey,  the  quartermaster-general.  Colonel  Humphrey  was  not  in  his  office 
and  nobody  knew  where  he  was.  The  commanders  of  the  different  regiments 
were  busy  trying  to  find  him  (while  their  troops  waited  in  the  trains) ,  so  as  to 
discover  the  ships  to  which  they  were  allotted,  some  of  these  ships  being  at  the 
dock  and  some  in  midstream.  After  a  couple  hours'  search  Colonel  Wood  found 
Colonel  Humphrey  and  was  allotted  a  ship.  Immediately  afterwards  I  discovered 
that  it  had  already  been  allotted  to  two  other  regiments.  It  was  then  coming  to 
the  dock.  Colonel  Wood  boarded  it  in  stream  to  keep  possession  while  I  double- 
quicked  the  men  down  from  the  cars  and  got  there  just  ahead  of  the  other  two 
regiments.  One  of  these  regiments,  I  was  afterwards  informed,  spent  the  next 
thirty-six  hours  in  the  cars  in  consequence.  We  suffered  nothing  beyond  the  loss 
of  a  couple  of  meals,  which,  it  seems  to  me,  can  hardly  be  put  down  to  any  failure 
in  the  quantity  of  supplies  furnished  to  the  troops. 

We  were  two  weeks  on  the  troopship  Yucatan,  and,  as  we  were  given  twelve 
days'  travel  rations,  we  of  course  fell  short  toward  the  end  of  the  trip,  but  eked 
things  out  with  some  of  our  field  rations  and  troop  stuff.     The  quality  of  the 
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travel  rations  given  to  us  was  good,  except  in  the  important  item  of  meat.  The 
canned  roast  beef  is  worse  than  a  failure  as  part  of  the  rations,  for  in  effect  it 
amounts  to  reducing  the  rations  by  just  so  much,  as  a  great  majority  of  the  men 
find  it  uneatable.  It  was  stringy,  tasteless,  and  very  disagreeable  in  appearance, 
and  so  unpalatable  that  the  effort  to  eat  it  made  some  of  the  men  sick.  Most  of 
the  men  preferred  to  go  hungry  rather  than  eat  it.  If  cooked  in  a  stew  with 
plenty  of  onions  and  potatoes,  i.  e.,  if  only,  one  ingredient  in  a  dish  with  other 
more  savory  ingredients,  it  could  be  eaten,  especially  if  well  salted  and  peppered, 
but,  as  usual  (what  I  regard  as  a  great  mistake),  no  salt  was  issued  with  the 
travel  rations,  and  of  course  no  potatoes  and  onions.  There  were  no  cooking 
facilities  on  the  transport.  When  the  men  obtained  any  it  was  by  bribing  the 
cook.  Toward  the  last,  when  they  began  to  draw  on  the  field  rations,  they  had 
to  eat  the  bacon  raw. 

On  the  return  trip  the  same  difficulty  in  rations  obtained,  i.  e.,  the  rations  were 
short,  because  the  men  could  not  eat  the  canned  roast  beef  and  had  no  salt.  We 
purchased  of  the  ship's  supplies  some  flour  and  pork  and  a  little  rice  for  the  men, 
so  as  to  relieve  the  shortage  as  much  as  possible,  and  individual  sick  men  were 
helped  from  private  sources  by  officers,  who  themselves  ate  what  they  had 
purchased  in  Santiago.  As  nine-tenths  of  the  men  were  more  or  less  sick  the 
unattractiveness  of  the  travel  rations  was  doubly  unfortunate.  It  would  have 
been  an  excellent  thing  for  their  health  if  we  could  have  had  onions  and  potatoes 
and  means  for  cooking  them.  Moreover,  the  water  was  very  bad,  and  sometimes 
a  cask  was  struck  that  was  positively  undrinkable.  The  lack  of  ice  for  the  weak 
and  sickly  men  was  very  much  felt.  Fortunately  there  was  no  epidemic,  for  there 
was  not  a  place  on  the  ship  where  patients  could  have  been  isolated. 

During  the  month  following  the  landing  of  the  army  in  Cuba  the  food  supplies 
issued  were  generally  short  in  quantity,  and  in  quality  were  never  such  as  were 
best  suited  to  men  undergoing  severe  hardships  and  great  exposure  in  an  unhealthy 
tropical  climate.  The  rations  were,  I  understand,  the  same  as  those  used  in  the 
Klondike.  In  this  connection!  call  especial  attention  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Brown,  made  by  my  orders  when  I  was  brigade  commander,  and  herewith 
appended.  I  also  call  attention  to  the  report  of  my  own  quartermaster.  Usually 
we  received  full  rations  of  bacon  and  hard-tack.  The  hard-tack,  however,  was 
often  moldy,  so  that  parts  of  cases  and  even  whole  cases  could  not  be  used.  The 
bacon  was  usually  good.  But  bacon  and  hard-tack  make  poor  food  for  men  toil- 
ing and  fighting  in  trenches  under  the  midsummer  sun  of  the  tropics.  The  ration 
of  coffee  was  often  short,  and  that  of  sugar  generally  so;  we  rarely  got  any  vege- 
tables. Under  these  circumstances  the  men  lost  strength  steadily,  and,  as  the 
fever  speedily  attacked  them,  they  suffered  from  being  reduced  to  a  bacon-and- 
hard-tack  diet. 

So  much  did  the  shortage  of  proper  food  tell  upon  their  health  that  again  and 
again  officers  were  compelled  to  draw  upon  their  private  purses  or  upon  the  Red 
Cross  Society  to  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  Government  supply.  Again  and 
again  we  sent  down  improvised  pack  trains  composed  of  officers'  horses,  of  cap- 
tured Spanish  cavalry  ponies,  or  of  mules  which  had  been  shot  and  abandoned, 
but  were  cured  by  our  men.  These  expeditions,  sometimes  under  the  chaplain, 
sometimes  under  the  quartermaster,  sometimes  under  myself,  and  occasionally 
under  a  trooper,  would  go  to  the  seacoast  or  to  the  Red  Cross  headquarters  or, 
after  the  surrender,  into  the  city  of  Santiago,  to  get  food  both  for  the  well  and 
the  sick.  The  Red  Cross  Society  rendered  invaluable  aid.  For  example,  on  one 
of  these  expeditions  I  personally  brought  up  600  pounds  of  beans;  on  another 
occasion  I  personally  brought  up  500  pounds  of  rice,  800  pounds  of  corn  meal,  200 
pounds  of  sugar,  100  pounds  of  tea,  100  pounds  of  oatmeal,  5  barrels  of  potatoes, 
and  2  of  onions,  with  cases  of  canned  soup  and  condensed  milk  for  the  sick  in 
hospitals.     Every  scrap  of  the  food  thus  brought  up  was  eaten  with  avidity  by 
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the  soldiers,  and  put  new  heart  and  strength  into  them.  It  was  only  our  constant 
care  of  the  men  in  this  way  that  enabled  us  to  keep  them  in  any  trim  at  all. 

As  for  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  unless  we  were  able  from  outside  sources  to  get 
them  such  simple  delicacies  as  rice  and  condensed  milk,  they  usually  had  the 
alternative  of  eating  salt  pork  and  hard-tack  or  going  without.  After  each  fight 
we  got  a  good  deal  of  food  from  the  Spanish  camps  in  the  way  of  beans,  pease, 
and  rice,  together  with  green  coffee,  all  of  which  the  men  used  and  relished 
greatly.  In  some  respects  the  Spanish  rations  were  preferable  to  ours,  notably  in 
the  use  of  rice. 

After  we  had  been  ashore  a  month  the  supplies  began  to  come  in  in  abundance, 
and  we  then  fared  very  well.  Up  to  that  time  the  men  were  underfed,  during 
the  very  weeks  when  the  heaviest  drain  was  being  made  upon  their  vitality,  and 
the  deficiency  was  only  partially  supplied  through  the  aid  of  the  Red  Cross  and 
out  of  the  officers'  pockets  and  the  pockets  of  various  New  York  friends  who  sent 
us  money.  Before,  during,  and  immediately  after  the  fights  of  June  24  and  July 
1 ,  we  were  very  short  of  even  the  bacon  and  hard-tack. 

About  the  14th  of  July,  when  the  heavy  rains  interrupted  communication,  we 
were  threatened  with  famine,  as  we  were  informed  that  there  was  not  a  day's 
supply  of  provisions  in  advance  nearer  than  the  seacoast,  and  another  twenty-four 
hours'  rain  would  have  resulted  in  a  complete  breakdown  of  communications,  so 
that  for  several  days  we  should  have  been  reduced  to  a  diet  of  mule  meat  and 
mangos.  At  this  time,  in  anticipation  of  such  a  contingency,  by  foraging  and 
haording  we  had  got  a  little  ahead,  so  that  when  our  supplies  were  cut  down  for 
a  day  or  two  we  did  not  suffer  much,  and  were  even  able  to  furnish  a  little  aid 
to  the  less  fortunate  First  Illinois  Regiment,  which  was  camped  next  to  us. 
Members  of  the  Illinois  regiment  were  offering  our  men  $1  apiece  for  hard-tacks. 

I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  energy  and  capacity  of  Colonel  Weston,  the 
commissary-general  with  the  expedition.  If  it  had  not  been  for  his  active  aid  we 
should  have  fared  worse  than  we  did.  All  that  he  could  do  for  us  he  most  cheer- 
fully did. 

As  regards  the  clothing,  I  have  to  say,  as  to  the  first  issue,  the  blue  shirts  were 
excellent  of  their  kind,  but  altogether  too  hot  for  Cuba.  They  are  just  what  I 
used  to  wear  in  Montana.  The  leggings  were  good;  the  shoes  very  good;  the 
undershirts  not  very  good,  and  the  drawers  bad,  being  of  heavy  thick  canton 
flannel,  difficult  to  wash,  and  entirely  unfit  for  a  tropical  climate.  The  trousers 
were  poor — wearing  badly.  We  did  not  get  any  other  clothing  until  we  were 
just  about  to  leave  Cuba,  by  which  time  most  of  the  men  were  in  tatters,  some 
being  actually  barefoot,  while  others  were  in  rags,  or  dressed  partly  in  clothes 
captured  from  the  Spaniards,  who  were  much  more  suitably  clothed  for  the  cli- 
mate and  place  than  we  were.  The  punchos  were  poor,  being  inferior  to  the  Span- 
ish rain  coats  which  we  captured. 

As  to  the  medical  matters,  I  invite  your  attention  not  only  to  the  report  of  Dr. 
Church  accompanying  this  letter,  but  to  the  letters  of  Captain  Llewellyn,  Cap- 
tain Day,  and  Lieutenant  Mcllhenny.  I  could  readily  produce  a  hundred  letters 
on  the  lines  of  the  last  three.  In  actual  medical  supplies  we  had  plenty  of  quinine 
and  cathartics.  We  were  apt  to  be  short  on  other  medicines,  and  we  had  nothing 
whatever  in  the  way  of  proper  nourishing  food  for  our  sick  and  wounded  men 
during  most  of  the  time  except  what  we  were  able  to  get  from  the  Red  Cross  or 
purchased  with  our  own  money.  We  had  no  hospital  tent  at  all  until  I  was  able 
to  get  a  couple  of  tarpaulins.  During  much  of  the  time  my  own  fly  was  used  for 
the  purpose.  We  had  no  cots  until  by  individual  effort  we  obtained  a  few  only 
three  or  four  days  before  we  left  Cuba.  During  most  of  the  time  the  sick  men 
lay  on  the  muddy  ground  in  blankets,  if  they  had  any;  if  not,  they  lay  without 
them  until  some  of  the  well  men  cut  their  own  blankets  in  half.  Our  regimental 
surgeon  very  soon  left  us,  and  Dr.  Church,  who  was  repeatedly  taken  down  with 
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the  fever,  was  left  alone,  save  as  he  was  helped  by  men  detailed  from  among  the 
troops.  Both  he  and  the  men  thus  detailed,  together  with  the  regular  hospital 
attendants,  did  work  of  incalculable  service.  We  had  no  ambulance  with  the  reg- 
iment. On  the  battlefield  our  wounded  were  generally  sent  to  the  rear  in  mule 
wagons  or  on  litters  which  we  improvised.  At  other  times  we  would  hire  the 
little  springless  Cuban  carts.  But  of  course  the  wounded  suffered  greatly  in  such 
conveyances,  and,  moreover,  often  we  could  not  get  a  wheeled  vehicle  of  any  kind 
to  transport  even  the  most  serious  cases. 

On  the  day  of  the  big  fight,  July  1,  as  far  as  we  could  find  out,  there  were  but 
two  ambulances  with  the  army  in  condition  to  work,  neither  of  which  did  we 
ever  see.  Later  there  were,  as  we  were  informed,  thirteen  all  told,  and  occasion- 
ally, after  the  surrender,  by  vigorous  representations  and  requests  we  would  get 
one  assigned  to  take  some  peculiarly  bad  cases  to  the  hospital.  Ordinarily,  how- 
ever, we  had  to  do  with  one  of  the  makeshifts  enumerated  above.  On  several 
occasions  I  visited  the  big  hospitals  in  the  rear.  Their  condition  was  frightful 
beyond  description — from  lack  of  supplies,  lack  of  medicine,  lack  of  doctors, 
nurses,  and  attendants,  and  especially  from  lack  of  transportation.  The  wounded 
and  sick  who  were  sent  back  suffered  so  much  that  whenever  possible  they 
returned  to  the  front.  Finally,  my  brigade  commander,  General  Wood,  ordered, 
with  my  hearty  acquiescence,  that  only  in  the  direst  need  should  any  men  bo  sent 
to  the  rear,  no  matter  what  our  hospital  accommodations  at  the  front  might  be. 
The  men  themselves  preferred  to  suffer  almost  anything,  lying  alone  in  their  little 
shelter  tents  rather  than  go  back  to  the  hospitals  in  the  rear.  I  invite  attention 
to  the  accompanying  letter  of  Captain  Llewellyn  in  relation  to  the  condition  of 
the  wounded  on  some  of  the  transports  taking  them  north. 

The  greatest  trouble  we  had  was  with  the  lack  of  transportation.  Under  the 
order  issued  by  direction  of  General  Miles,  through  the  Adjutant-General,  on  or 
about  May  8,  a  regiment  serving  as  infantry  in  the  field  was  entitled  to  25  wagons. 
We  often  had  1,  often  none,  sometimes  2,  and  never  as  many  as  3.  We  had 
a  regimental  pack  train,  but  it  was  left  behind  at  Tampa.  During  most  of  the 
time  our  means  of  transportation  were  chiefly  the  improvised  pack  trains  spoken 
of  above,  but  as  the  mules  got  well  they  were  taken  away  from  us,  and  so  were 
the  captured  Spanish  cavalry  horses.  Whenever  we  shifted  camp  we  had  to 
leave  most  of  our  things  behind,  so  that  the  night  before  each  fight  was  marked 
by  our  sleeping  without  tentage  and  very  little  food,  so  far  as  officers  were  con- 
cerned, as  everything  had  to  be  sacrificed  to  getting  up  what  medical  supplies  we 
had.  Colonel  Wood  seized  some  mules  and  in  this  manner  got  up  the  medical 
supplies  before  the  fight  of  June  24,  when  for  three  days  the  officers  had  nothing 
but  what  they  wore.  There  was  a  repetition  of  this,  only  in  worse  form,  before 
and  after  the  fight  of  July  1.  Of  course  much  of  this  was  simply  a  natural  inci- 
dent of  war,  but  a  great  deal  could  readily  have  been  avoided  if  we  had  had 
enough  transportation,  and  I  was  sorry  not  to  let  my  men  be  as  comfortable  as 
possible,  and  rest  as  much  as  possible  just  before  going  into  a  fight,  when,  as  on 
July  1  and  2,  they  might  have  to  be  forty-eight  hours  with  the  minimum  quantity 
of  food  and  sleep. 

The  fever  began  to  make  heavy  ravages  among  our  men  just  before  the  surren- 
der, and  from  that  time  on  it  became  a  most  serious  matter  to  shift  camp,  with 
sick  and  ailing  soldiers  hardly  able  to  walk  (not  to  speak  of  carrying  heavy  bur- 
dens) ,  when  we  had  no  transportation.  Not  more  than  half  the  men  could  carry 
their  rolls",  and  these,  with  the  officers'  baggage  and  provisions,  the  entire  hos- 
pital and  its  appurtenances  etc. ,  had  to  be  transported  somehow.  It  was  usually 
about  three  days  after  we  reached  a  new  camp  before  the  necessaries  which  had 
been  left  behind  could  be  brought  up,  and  during  these  three  days  we  had  to  get 
along  as  best  we  could.  The  entire  lack  of  transportation  at  first  resulted  in 
leaving  most  of  the  troop  mess  kits  on  the  beach,  and  we  were  never  able  to  get 
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them.  The  men  cooked  in  the  few  utensils  they  could  themselves  carry.  This 
rendered  it  impossible  to  boil  the  drinking  water.  Closely  allied  to  the  lack  of 
transportation  was  the  lack  of  means  to  land  supplies  from  the  transports. 

In  my  opinion  the  deficiency  in  transportation  was  the  worst  evil  with  which 
we  had  to  contend,  serious  though  some  of  the  others  were.  I  have  never  served 
before,  so  have  no  means  of  comparing  this  with  previous  campaigns.  I  was 
often  told  by  officers  who  had  seen  service  against  the  Indians  that  relatively  to 
the  size  of  the  army  and  the  character  of  the  country,  we  had  only  a  small  frac 
tion  of  the  transportation  always  used  in  the  Indian  campaigns.  As  far  as  my 
regiment  was  concerned,  we  certainly  did  not  have  one-third  of  the  amount  abso- 
lutely necessary  if  it  was  to  be  kept  in  fair  condition,  and  we  had  to  partially 
make  good  the  deficiency  by  the  most  energetic  resort  to  all  kinds  of  makeshifts 
and  expedients. 

Very  respectfully,  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

Colonel  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


Camp  Wikoff,  September  10.  1898. 

After  the  battle  of  Santiago  I  was  taken  with  malarial  fever,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  of  July  went  to  our  regimental  hospital  for  treatment.  I  was 
so  weak  that  I  could  with  difficulty  walk,  and  had  a  very  high  fever.  The  surgeon 
gave  me  5  grains  of  quinine  and  advised  me  to  return  to  my  shelter  tent.  There 
were  12  or  15  men  sick  with  fever  in  the  hospital,  all  lying  on  the  ground  in  the 
full  light  of  the  morning  sun.  The  surgeons  complained  that  they  could  get 
neither  tents  nor  hospital  supplies  from  the  coast,  and  that  their  remedies  were 
reduced  to  quinine  for  fever  and  camphor  and  chloroform  tablets  for  dysentery. 

Instead  of  returning  to  my  tent  I  got  permission  from  Captain  Luna  to  go 
to  Siboney  for  treatment.  On  my  arrival  there  I  went  at  once  to  the  fever  hospital 
in  charge  of  Drs.  Guiteras  and  Lawrence.  There  were  about  50  patients  in  all,  9 
or  10  of  whom  were  typhoid  subjects.  The  men  got  the  best  treatment  that  the 
doctors  could  give,  but,  owing  to  the  small  size  of  the  hospital  and  the  absolute  lack 
of  necessary  food  and  medicines,  their  best  was  very  poor.  Every  room  in  the  house 
being  filled,  those  coming  last  were  obliged  to  lie  on  the  gallery  and  in  a  passage- 
way which  connected  the  house  with  the  kitchen.  Both  these  spaces  were  filled 
as  closely  as  the  men  could  lie.  In  neither  of  them  did  they  have  any  protection 
from  the  sun  and  rain.  The  only  place  I  could  find  to  sleep  was  made  by  turning 
my  blanket  into  a  hammock  and  stretching  it  across  the  corner  of  the  gallery 
above  the  other  men. 

While  I  was  there  the  hospital  became  so  congested  with  fever  patients  that  the 
2  doctors  and  3  stewards  found  it  impossible  to  handle  them,  and  they  were  sent 
off,  50  at  a  time,  to  the  ships  and  yellow-fever  hospitals  up  in  the  hills.  These  5 
men  in  the  fever  hospitals  were  doing  the  work  of  20,  and  their  commissary  and 
medical  supplies  were  so  meager  that  it  was  astonishing  that  they  could  feed 
and  treat  their  patients  as  well  as  they  did. 

I  remained  in  the  hospital  four  days,  and,  my  fever  being  broken,  returned  to  my 
troops  in  an  ambulance.  •  The  ambulance  went  no  farther  than  division  head- 
quarters that  day,  and  as  I  was  too  weak  to  walk  the  remaining  distance  I  deter- 
mined to  camp  where  I  was  for  the  night.  After  stretching  my  blanket  I  started 
for  the  commissary  to  try  and  buy  some  food,  as  I  had  none.  On  my  way  there  I 
noticed  2  men  lying  in  the  mud  on  their  faces.  There  had  been  a  heavy  shower 
an  hour  or  so  before,  and  the  sun  was  now  very  hot.  I  noticed  that  both  men 
were  breathing  very  heavily  and  that  their  faces  were  purple,  and  went  over  to 
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see  what  was  the  matter  with  them.  I  shook  first  one  and  then  the  other  by  the 
shoulder,  but  both  were  insensible.  As  I  was  bending  over  them  a  man  who  was 
lying  in  a  hammock  150  yards  away  called  to  me,  and  as  I  could  not  understand 
him  I  started  in  his  direction.  As  I  approached  him  he  called  and  motioned  for 
me  to  stand  still,  and  I  did  so  when  I  was  about  50  yards  from  him.  He  then  told 
me  that  the  two  men  were  yellow-fever  suspects,  that  they  had  been  dumped  there 
early  that  morning,  and  the  surgeons  had  come  up  and  looked  at  them,  but  had 
neither  touched  nor  done  anything  for  them.     I  went  to  the  commissary,  where  I 

saw  Lieutenant ,  of  regulars,  and  mentioned  the  case  to  him,  but  he  said  if 

the  surgeons  had  inspected  the  men  there  was  nothing  he  could  do.  The  next 
morning  before  I  left,  at  about  10  o'clock,  they  appeared  dead.  Whenever  I  went 
to  the  hospital  I  found  the  men  lying  on  the  ground,  exposed,  at  least  for  a  part  of 
the  day,  to  the  sun  and  rain.  The  food  given  the  men  was  such  as  would  have 
tried  the  constitution  of  a  man  in  perfect  health,  and  was  entirely  unfit  for  the 
sick.  The  men  who  answered  "  sick  call"  were  often  forced  to  wait  two  hours, 
sitting  in  the  mud  and  sun,  until  their  time  came  for  treatment. 

John  A.  McIlhenny,  Lieutenant. 


Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  10,  1898. 
Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Commanding  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  for  a  report  on  the  efficiency  of  the  Med- 
ical Department  during  the  expedition  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  in  Cuba,  I  submit 
the  following: 

In  dealing  with  the  subject  I  will  divide  it  as  follows:  Medicines,  transporta- 
tion, food,  supplies. 

Medicines. — Of  the  essentials  I  usually  had  enough.  There  were  at  times,  how- 
ever, shortages  in  them.  There  was  always  sufficient  quinine,  but  of  some  of  the 
other  important  supplies  there  was  not.  In  Camp  Hamilton  I  could  not  at  times 
get  what  was  requisite  in  the  way  of  medicines.  On  the  transport  Miami  I  was 
also  short.  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  chief  surgeon.  I  put  in  a  requi- 
sition for  such  drugs  as  I  considered  necessary  for  the  trip  from  Santiago  to  Mon- 
tauk  Point.  This  list  was  approved,  but  when  I  sent  for  the  stores  I  found  that 
another  one  had  been  substituted,  omitting  some  of  the  articles  I  specified  and 
believed  needed  and  furnishing  others  for  which  I  had  no  use.  Morphine  and 
one  or  two  other  drugs  of  like  potency  were  furnished  in  bulk  and  no  means  of 
weighing  them  given  me.  The  Gates  City,  a  smaller  transport,  carryirg  less  men 
than  the  Miami,  was  given  6  cases  chloride  lime  for  disinfection,  and  I  was 
allowed  1,  and  on  protest  given  2. 

Transportation. — As  far  as  the  Medical  Corps  went,  there  was  none.  We  should 
have  had  an  ambulance  to  400  men  and  had  none  until,  in  Camp  Hamilton,  there 
were  2  for  the  cavalry  division  of  6  regiments.  There  should,  of  course,  have  been  6. 
On  the  day  of  the  1st  of  July  there  were  2  ambulances  to  transport  the  wounded 
of  the  entire  army.  Comment  is  unnecessary.  I  am  informed  that  ambulances 
were  unloaded  from  the  transports  in  the  United  States  after  having  been  to 
Cuba  and  back  and  never  out  of  the  ship's  hold.  The  means  I  had  for  carry- 
ing medicines,  supplies,  etc.,  were  to  carry  them  on  my  back  and  leave  behind 
my  personal  effects,  which  I,  as  well  as  my  detachment,  did;  to  pack  my  horse 
and  walk  myself,  and  twice  the  use  of  an  army  wagon.  There  was  literally  no 
transportation  for  the  hospital,  and  much  hardship  was  resultant  from  this  fact. 

Food.— In  a  post  hospital  food  for  patients  is  provided  from  a  hospital  fund,  but 
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in  the  field  the  sick  and  convalescent  must  eat  army  rations  or  go  hungry.  All 
that  we  had  outside  of  the  coarse  food  of  the  army  ration  was  furnished  by  the 
Red  Cross  and  the  generosity  of  our  officers  and  men.  And  here  I  can  say  perti- 
nently that  had  the  selection  of  food  articles  been  wiser  and  the  quality  better 
there  would  have  been  fewer  cases  of  dysentery  and  fewer  graves  in  Cuba  and 
Long  Island.  To  make  a  ration  list  in  a  tropical  country  depend  for  its  staple  on 
bacon  and  hard-tack  is,  to  say  the  least,  open  to  criticism.  The  quality  of  the 
food  will,  I  believe,  be  dealt  with  by  the  commissary. 

Supplies. — I  had  no  hospital  tents,  and  therefore  my  patients  slept  in  shelter 
tents  or  under  leaky  wagon  sheets;  sometimes  out  of  doors. 

I  was  not  able  to  carry  cots  from  Tampa,  and  although  there  were  plenty  in 
Cuba  I  never  could  get  any — except  15  which  were  sent  to  me  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  Martin,  a  correspondent  of  Leslie's  Weekly.  Those  I  got  the  last 
week  in  Camp  Hamilton.  Prior  to  that  the  men  slept  on  the  ground,  always  wet 
and  often  muddy.  Those  15  cots  were  the  only  ones  in  the  cavalry  division.  I 
had  no  blankets  for  hospital  use,  and  they  were  not  obtainable.  In  fact,  there 
was  a  uniform  and  admirable  shortage  of  everything  needed  in  the  care  of  the 
sick. 

I  can  say,  in  conclusion,  that  although  the  regimental  hospital  of  our  regiment 
was  rather  better  equipped  than  most,  it  was  at  best  a  poor  makeshift  and  would 
be  no  credit  to  a  semicivilized  nation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Church, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Assistant  Surgeon,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  10, 1898. 
Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  at  your  request,  the  following  facts  regarding 
the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  hospital  and  the  Hospital  Corps  coming  under 
my  observation  during  the  recent  campaign  around  Santiago,  Cuba: 

During  the  battle  of  San  Juan,  on  July  1,  1898,  when  I  was  shot  in  the  arm, 
many  of  the  men  of  this  regiment  were  wounded.  Among  these,  I  specify  6 
personally  known  to  me.  These  men,  as  well  as  myself,  were  left  without  atten- 
tion, other  than  that  offered  by  soldiers,  from  12  o'clock  noon  until  late  in  the 
evening,  when  we  were  given  a  stimulant  of  ammonia  and  water.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  secure  transportation  to  the  hospital,  and  apparently  none  was 
available.  For  myself  accommodations  were  offered,  but  for  the  enlisted  men 
I  was  frankly  told  no  way  of  taking  them  to  the  rear  could  be  found.  An  appeal 
for  blankets  to  protect  them  from  the  chilling  night  dew  found  no  response,  and 
all  lay  without  cover  nearly  the  entire  night.  During  all  this  time  ammunition 
wagons  were  going  to  the  rear  empty.  They  were  not  allowed  to  carry  the 
wounded. 

About  3.30  a.  m.,  July  2,  1898,  I  went  to  the  road  over  which  these  ammunition 
wagons  were  traveling  and  forced  five  of  the  teamsters  to  wait  while  our  own  men 
improvised  litters,  carried  the  wounded  to  the  wagons,  and  escorted  them  to  the 
division  hospital,  entirely  without  aid  or  assistance  of  the  hospital  department. 

The  division  hospital  was  provided  with  only  four  tarpaulins  to  accommodate 
the  hundreds  of  wounded,  so  the  great  majority  were  placed  outside  upon  the 
damp  ground,  exposed  to  the  fierce  heat  and  torrents  of  rain,  awaiting  treatment. 
Some  received  no  attention  for  twenty-four  hours  after  arriving  there.     There 
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were  no  cots,  no  blankets,  insufficient  medical  assistance,  and  no  provision  for 
rations  of  any  kind  for  the  wounded. 

There  were  so  few  ambulances  that  army  wagons  were  used  to  carry  the  men 
to  the  general  hospital  at  Siboney,  and  even  officers  were  compelled  to  resort  to 
this  means  of  transportation  to  escape  from  the  trying  conditions  of  the  division 
hospital. 

The  general  hospital  at  Siboney  was  but  little  better.  The  surgeons,  stewards, 
and  nurses  were  frightfully  overworked,  and  every  hour  bringing  in  more  of  the 
wounded.  But  few  of  the  soldiers  and  officers  had  blankets,  and  most  of  those 
who  had,  received  them  from  outside  sources.  Cots  were  scarce,  the  men  sleeping 
on  the  hard  ground. 

At  this  hospital  on  the  evening  of  July  3,  1898,  I  received  the  first  taste  of  food 
since  the  morning  of  July  1,  1898,  fully  sixty  hours,  and  for  the  men  of  whom  I 
spoke  before  and  who  arrived  at  Siboney  after  me  the  fast  was  longer.  In  fact, 
no  attempt  was  made  to  feed  these  helpless  men  at  the  division  hospital. 

The  food  I  received  on  the  evening  of  July  3  was  one-half  cup  of  coffee  and 
one-half  cup  of  beef  tea.  Upon  asking  for  more  I  was  informed  we  would  kill 
ourselves  eating  if  allowed  to. 

During  all  this  time  thousands  of  cots  and  blankets  and  hundreds  of  tons  of 
provisions  were  upon  the  transports  and  could  easily  have  been  unloaded. 

The  wounded  men  as  fast  as  possible  left  the  hospital  and  absolutely  refused 
to  return,  preferring  to  take  their  chances  by  joining  the  regiment  at  the  front 
or  getting  shelter  and  attention  from  private  hospitals. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  C.  Day, 
Captain,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk,  N.  Y.,  September  10,  1898. 
Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

Commanding  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  request  for  a  statement  as  to  the  condition  of  the  quarter- 
master's and  commissary  departments  of  this  regiment  while  doing  service  in 
Cuba,  I  have  the  following  statement  to  make: 

On  the  afternoon  of  July  2,  in  the  fight  before  Santiago,  I  was  sent  by  you  with 
a  detail  of  25  men  to  go  and  look  for  rations,  as  we  had  then  been  nearly  two  days 
with  practically  no  rations  except  what  we  found  in  the  trenches  evacuated  by 
the  Spaniards.  On  reaching  General  Wheeler's  headquarters,  about  half  a  mile 
distant,  I  found  some  hard-tack,  canned  roast  beef,  a  few  tomatoes,  some  sugar, 
and  coffee,  which  the  sergeant  in  charge  told  me  was  an  emergency  ration  sent 
to  the  Cubans.  Giving  me  a  part  of  these,  I  returned  to  our  position  in  the  trenches 
and  distributed  them  among  my  own  regiment  and  two  troops  of  the  Tenth 
Cavalry,  which  were  with  us  at  that  time. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  I  was  appointed  by  you  acting  commissary  for  the 
regiment  and  directed  to  take  a  detail  and  look  for  rations,  as  we  had  nothing  for 
breakfast  and  only  a  limited  amount  of  hard-tack  and  bacon  for  supper  the  night 
before.  On  reaching  the  commissary  at  General  Wheeler's  headquarters  I  was 
told  by  the  sergeant  in  charge  that  nothing  was  to  be  had,  and  I  was  given  to 
understand  that  we  were  charged  with  the  three  days'  rations  which  we  had  to 
abandon  on  July  1  when  we  went  into  action  at  El  Poso.  On  my  complaining  to 
General  Wheeler  of  this  I  was  told  that  Captain  Dickman  had  been  sent  to  Siboney 
for  rations  and  would  be  up  some  time  that  night;  that  owing  to  lack  of  trans- 
7833 31 
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portation  only  a  limited  number  of  rations  could  be  brought  up.  Thus  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  were  cut  out  of  rations  for  lack  of  transportation  at  a  time  when 
they  were  most  needed,  for  the  men  were  under  the  greatest  strain,  having  to 
work  both  day  and  night  digging  trenches  as  well  as  to  keep  watch  constantly  on 
the  enemy  in  our  immediate  front.  Then  it  was  that  you  went  yourself  and  sent 
other  officers  with  money  to  procure  rations  at  any  price,  which  you  succeeded 
in  doing  through  the  commissary  at  Siboney  and  the  Red  Cross  Society.  From 
this  time  until  about  the  15th  of  July  we  had  only  a  limited  supply  of  rations, 
never  a  full  issue  on  anything  except  hard-tack  and  canned  roast  beef. 

About  the  15th  of  July  we  were  issued  a  few  potatoes  and  onions — vegetables 
which  were  sorely  needed — and  it  was  not  until  after  we  had  moved  to  Camp 
Hamilton,  on  July  20,  that  anything  like  a  full  issue  of  these  vegetables  was  to  be 
had.  What  the  men  seemed  to  crave  most  was  fresh  vegetables  and  sugar;  there 
was  never  enough  of  sugar.  This  ration  was  constantly  being  cut  off.  The  bacon 
and  hard  bread  were  as  good  as  could  be  expected,  but  the  roast  beef  was  a 
miserable  substitute  for  the  canned  corned  beef  which  should  have  been  issued. 
This  so-called  roast  beef  was  stringy  stuff,  chiefly  melted  grease  and  cartilage, 
packed  without  salt  in  cans,  and  in  this  hot  climate  almost  immediately  after 
opening  it  spoiled  and  became  positively  nauseating. 

I  feel  sure  that  had  we  not  been  able  to  get  certain  articles  of  food  from  the 
Red  Cross  Society  our  sick  report  would  have  been  much  greater.  The  fresh 
beef,  soft  bread,  and  vegetables  which  we  were  issued  after  getting  to  Camp 
Hamilton  did  much  for  the  men.  Had  not  these  articles  been  issued  when  they 
were,  I  doubt  if  half  of  our  men  would  have  ever  returned. 

In  regard  to  the  transportations,  there  were  practically  none  so  far  as  this 
regiment  was  concerned;  a  part  of  the  time  we  had  one  wagon  which  we  kept 
against  orders;  this  was  the  only  means  we  had  of  transporting  our  hospital  and 
camp  equipage  to  and  from  the  several  camps.  Wagons  were  simply  not  to  be 
had,  except  once  in  a  while  as  a  special  favor  in  urgent  need.  Nor  did  we  have 
any  pack  train,  only  a  mule  or  a  Spanish  pony,  some  bought  and  others  picked 
up  wounded.  These  were  pressed  into  service  to  move  camps  and  to  pack  rations 
on,  as  the  case  might  require.  When  we  embarked  on  the  Miami  on  our  return, 
we  were  again  issued  ten  days'  travel  rations,  consisting  of  hard  bread,  canned 
roast  beef,  sugar,  and  coffee,  with  five  days'  rations  of  tomatoes. 

The  beef  the  men  refused  positively  to  eat,  as,  in  their  weak  state,  to  look  at  it 
was  to  make  them  sick,  so  they  did  without,  buying  a  little  here  and  there  from 
the  steward  and  different  cooks  on  the  ship.  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
miserable  water  which  was  furnished  us  on  the  Miami.  Nothing  short  of  gross 
neglect  could  have  been  the  cause  of  such  bad  water.  This  water  and  the  lack 
of  proper  food  for  the  men  were  the  main  reason  why  they  were  in  such  a  weak 
state  on  arriving  at  this  camp. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Sherrard  Coleman, 
First  Lieutenant,  First  Regt.  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
Regimental  Quartermaster  and  Commissary  of  Subsistence. 


Camp  Wikoff,  Montatjk  Point,  New  York, 

September  7,  1898. 
Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  orders  to  "  prepare  a  report  on  the  manner 
in  which  my  troop  was  subsisted  during  the  recent  campaign,  and  to  compare 
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the  weight,  e^tc,  of  the  rations  furnished  with  the  same  number  of  emergency 
rations,"  1  bog  to  submit  the  following: 

From  Jur.e  26  to  July  21  (twenty-six  days)  the  rations  issued  my  troop,  as 
nearly  as  v  fe  could  estimate  them,  were  as  shown  in  the  appended  table.  A  daily 
record  wa  ,s  kept,  and  while  the  absence  of  scales  made  it  necessary  to  estimate 
the  weight  of  some  of  the  components,  it  is  believed  that  the  figures  given  in  the 
appended  table  are  not  far  from  correct.  Upon  examination  of  the  table  it  will 
be  seen  that  in  not  a  single  component  were  full  rations  issued.  Pretty  nearly 
fnUl  rations  of  coffee,  bread,  and  meat  were  issued. 

We  were  given  half  rations  of  sugar,  but  the  vegetable  component  issued  was 
so  small  that  it  might  safely  be  neglected  in  making  any  computation  as  to  the 
nutritive  value  of  the  ration  issued.  As  to  quality,  the  hard  bread  was  fre- 
quently moldy  in  those  layers  next  to  the  top  and  sides  of  the  box,  causing  con- 
siderable loss. 
The  meat  issued  was  partly  canned  roast  beef  and  partly  bacon,  the  latter 
,  being  decidedly  preferred,  although  in  individual  cooking  there  is  always  a  con- 
siderable waste,  for  the  liquid  fat  left  in  the  meat  can  after  frying  bacon  is  almost 
a  total  loss.  The  men  became  so  sick  and  tired  of  the  roast  beef  as  to  almost 
loathe  the  sight  of  it.  It  was  stringy  and  composed  of  the  poorer  parts  of  probably 
very  fair  beef  animals.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  campaign,  when  a  few  cook- 
ing utensils  were  secured,  the  roast  beef  could  be  better  utilized,  especially  when 
a  few  vegetables  were  obtainable  so  that  a  stew  could  be  made.  The  roast  beef, 
however,  as  a  component  of  the  ration,  was  universally  condemned  by  both  officers 
and  men,  and  I  can  not  recall  a  single  individual  who  favored  it. 

While  the  actual  weight  of  coffee  issued  was  pretty  nearly  what  the  field  ration 
called  for,  there  was  probably  a  greater  unavoidable  waste  of  this  than  of  any 
other  part  of  the  ration.  One  or  two  issues  were  made  of  green  coffee,  causing  a 
still  greater  shortage.  The  men  ground  or  rather  broke  the  grains  by  placing 
them  in  an  old  sock  and  pulverizing  them  between  a  couple  of  stones,  or  by  plac- 
ing them  in  the  quart  cup  and  breaking  them  up  with  some  kind  of  an  improvised 
pestle.  In  either  case  the  result  was  a  very  ununiform  granulation,  and  from 
this  and  due  to  the  loss  from  boiling  over  and  accidental  upsetting  of  the  quart 
cups,  the  men  did  not  probably  or  really  get  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  actual 
amount  of  caffeine  which  they  would  have  secured  were  the  coffee  made  in  the 
usual  way. 

The  1 ,354  rations  actually  due  the  troop  for  the  twenty-six  days  in  question 
should  have  weighed  4,238  pounds,  or  3.13  pounds  per  ration.  The  quantity  actually 
issued  was  2,539  pounds,  or  1.87  pounds  per  ration.  It  is  but  fair  to  say,  however, 
that  this  deficiency  in  weight  does  not  indicate  a  corresponding  deficiency  in 
nutritive  values,  for  potatoes  and  onions,  while  very  desirable,  do  not  have  high 
nutritive  values. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  49,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  December  5,  1896,  there 
was  established  by  authority  of  the  President  an  emergency  ration  for  troops 
operating  for  short  periods  under  circumstances  requiring  them  to  depend  upon 
supplies  carried  upon  their  persons.  Its  component  parts  are:  Bacon,  10  ounces 
wrapped  in  grease-proof  paper;  hard  bread,  16  ounces;  pea  meal,  4  ounces;  coffee, 
roasted  and  ground,  2  ounces,  or  tea  £  ounce;  saccharin,  4  grains;  salt,  0.64  ounce; 
pepper,  0.04  ounce;  tobacco,  \  ounce.  Total  weight,  33.  +  ounces.  Its  nutritive 
value  permits  its  use  on  half  allowance  for  periods  not  exceeding  ten  days. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  those  intrusted  with  the  plan  of  the  recent  cam- 
paign had  some  idea  of  what  was  to  be  done  and  knew  that  for  a  time  at  least 
troops  must  carry  rations  upon  their  person,  for  the  very  order  for  the  disem- 
barkation required  three  days'  rations  to  be  carried  in  haversacks.     That  this  was 
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. 
an  occasion  where  the  emergency  ration  rather  than  the  regular  fueld  ration  was 
the  more  appropriate  there  can  be  no  question. 

In  May  of  last  year  my  troop  made  a  ten-day  march,  averaging,  21  miles  per 
day,  subsisting  on  half  the  emergency  ration  (a  pound  of  food  a  ;day),  and  I 
repeatedly  heard  men  of  my  troop  refer  to  this  as  better  fare  than-,  the  ration 
issued  in  the  recent  campaign. 

It  should  not  have  been  difficult  to  supply  this,  for  the  bacon  is  siLaiply  the 
issue  bacon,  preference  being  given  to  the  leaner  cuts.  The  hard  bread'*  (small 
crackers) ,  put  up  in  1-pound  cartons,  was  quite  as  easily  supplied  as  the  Jarge 
cracker,  and  indeed  a  limited  quantity  of  it  was  issued,  its  advantage  being  tl.iat 
there  is  no  waste  and  it  is  less  liable  to  mold. 

The  4  ounces  of  pea  meal  is  intended  to  take  the  place  of  the  vegetable  compo- 
nent of  the  ration,  4  ounces  being  about  equivalent  in  nutritive  value  to  one  and 
eight-tenths  pounds  of  potatoes.  Its  use  would  have  been  a  clear  gain,  for  we 
received  practically  nothing  in  the  way  of  vegetables. 

The  saccharin  is  not  so  easily  obtainable  on  short  notice,  but  sugar  could  have 
been  issued  instead,  with  but  slightly  increasing  the  weight  of  the  ration. 

The  grease-proot  parchment  paper  provided  for  in  the  emergency-ration  order 
should  have  been  issued  with  bacon  whether  the  emergency  ration  were  supplied 
or  not.  The  desirability  of  giving  the  soldier  a  grease-proof  wrapper  in  which  to 
wrap  the  piece  of  bacon  carried  in  the  haversack  needs  no  comment  here. 

When  troops  are  operating  in  emergencies  such  as  existed  in  the  recent  cam- 
paign, an  increase  in  stimulants  is  desirable  to  such  an  extent  that  in  former 
wars  whisky  has  at  times  been  issued.  It  was  to  provide  for  just  such  a  want  as 
well  as  to  allow  for  the  waste  incident  to  making  coffee  in  quart  cups,  etc.,  that 
the  coffee  in  the  emergency  ration  is  issued  at  the  rate  of  12£  pounds  to  the  100 
rations,  instead  of  8  pounds  to  the  100  rations,  regular  issue;  but  the  subsistence 
department  failed  to  supply  even  that.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact  that 
coffee  forms  so  inconsiderable  part  of  the  bulk  and  weight  of  the  ration  that  the 
increase  of  this  component  could  not  be  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  lack  of 
transportation. 

Tobacco,  the  last  mentioned  component  of  the  emergency  ration,  was  on  hand 
in  the  subsistence  department,  and  they  were  disposed  to  let  us  have  it,  but  only 
by  paying  for  it,  and  cash  sales  at  that.  A  protest  against  this  was  made  in  a 
letter  to  the  adjutant-general  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  while  Colonel  Wood, 
then  in  command,  readily  acquiesced  in  the  justice  of  a  free  issue  of  tobacco  and 
an  increase  in  the  coffee  rations,  as  nothing  was  done,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
matter  was  beyond  his  control. 

As  captain  of  a  troop,  I  felt  that  a  rich  and  generous  Government  was  showing 
scant  appreciation  of  the  gallant  work  then  being  done  by  my  men  in  the  trenches 
when  it  required  men — whose  small  salaries  at  that  very  time  were  overdue — to  pay 
cash  for  tobacco,  the  gratuitous  issue  of  which  was  clearly  authorized  by  General 
Orders,  No.  49,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  1896. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Brown, 
Captain,  First  Cavalry. 

P.  S. — September  9.  I  have  to-day  been  required  to  pay  from  my  troop  fund  for 
several  pounds  of  tobacco  issued  my  troop  on  June  29,  two  days  before  the  battle 
of  Santiago. 

W.  C.  B. 
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Table  showing  quantity  of  rations,  in  pounds,  issued  Troop  E,  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
from  June  26  to  July  21,  1898. 


Jnxpe  2rt. 
JP-ane  27. 

June  28 . 

June  29. 

June  30. 

Julyl .. 
July  2 . . 
July3.. 
July  4.. 
July  5 .  - 
July  6 . . 
July  7.. 
JulyB.. 

July  9.. 

July  10 . 
July  11 . 

July  12 . 

July  13 . 
July  14 . 
July  15 . 

July  16 . 

July  17 . 
July  18 . 
July  19 . 
July  20 . 
July  21 . 


D>ate. 


Total. 


Rations  actually  due 


i,ar>4 


110 
96 


11  fi 
60 


50 


50 

50 

50 
50 
c8 
650 
50 


1,354 


d  o>  0 
O 


23 


42 
612 
a30 
a  38 

30 


38 


30 
38 
638 
638 
35 
28 


1,015* 


1031 


110 


108&I        203 


Til 


.'.'it;; 


130 


30 


70 


10 


10 


220 
1,354 


a  Bacon. 


6  Roast  beef. 


c  Flour. 


d  Rice. 


Camp  Wikoff,  September  10, 1898. 
Col.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  here- 
with a  brief  statement  with  reference  to  certain  matters  that  came  under  my 
personal  observation  during  our  recent  campaign  in  Cuba. 

I  desire  first  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Sergeant  Clark,  whom,  you 
may  remember,  I  detailed  as  your  orderly  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  day  of  July. 
As  you  know,  the  sergeant  was  shot  through  the  left  lung  while  charging  the 
Spanish  intrenchments  and  while  at  your  side.  Within  a  short  time  thereafter 
he  received  the  first-aid  or  antiseptic-bandage  treatment. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3d  day  of  July  I  went  back  to  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  gen- 
eral hospital,  some  4  miles  distant  from  the  trenches  which  we  had  captured.  I 
there  found  Sergeant  Clark  lying  on  his  back  in  the  grass  near  one  of  the  hospital 
tents,  exposed  to  the  rain  and  without  any  shelter  whatever.  Up  to  that  time  he 
had  not  received  any  further  treatment  than  that  named  above,  the  surgeons 
being  scandalously  overworked  and  evidently  having  overlooked  Sergeant  Clark. 

With  reference  to  rations,  I  will  make  this  statement:  Troop  G,  which  I  com- 
manded, never  received  during  the  entire  campaign  from  the  Government  the 
rations  they  were  entitled  to,  and  I  attribute  much  of  the  sickness  to  the  fact  of 
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the  men  not  having  the  rations  to  which  they  were  entitled.  Often  the  hard 
bread  was  partly  moldy  and  the  so-called  canned  roast  beef  slimy  and  unfit 
to  eat. 

I  have  the  honor  to  further  state  that  about  the  20th  of  July  I  was  s.tricken  with 
the  yellow  fever,  and  that  on  the  27th  of  July,  under  your  orders,  I  was  sent  to 
the  wharf  at  Santiago,  Cuba,  to  be  placed  upon  the  transport,  to  be  sefnt  to  some 
quarantine  station  in  the  States,  with  a  view  of, receiving  better  treatment  than 
it  was  possible  to  give  me  in  the  field  hospital.  I  was  therefore  takers  in  an 
ambulance  and  placed  upon  the  transport  Sa?i  Marcus,  of  New  York,  wrhich 
transport  started  that  same  afternoon  for  Egmont  Key,  Florida. 

I  was  very  weak  and  much  emaciated,  and  needed  the  best  of  care  and  treat- 
ment, which  it  was  impossible  to  give  me  on  this  transport,  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  not  a  pound  of  ice  or  anything  but  the  very  coarsest  of  food.  Further, 
there  was  not  a  surgeon  or  doctor  on  the  transport,  and  the  suffering  of  the  men 
was  simply  terrible.  I  do  not  know  how  many  died,  because  my  condition  was 
such  that  I  could  not  tell;  but  I  know  that  the  transport  was  stopped  for  the 
purpose  of  burying  dead  men. 

The  water  in  the  butts  was  stale,  putrid,  and  rotten,  and  unfit  to  use.     On  sev- 
eral occasions  it  rained,  and  the  soldiers  caught  rain  water,  which  afforded  some 
relief,  and  but  for  the  kind  attention  of  the  captain  of  the  transport  and  the  stew- 
ards, who  did  all  they  could  to  alleviate  our  sufferings,  many  would  have  died. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  H.  Llewellyn, 
Captain,  First  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Commanding  Troop  O. 


MAJ.  GEN.  A.  R.  CHAFFEE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Report  inclosing  reports  from  brigade  and  regimental  commanders  in  Second 

Division. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  19,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  Fifth  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  report  of  brigade  and  of  regimental 
commanders,  called  for  by  your  circular  of  September  8. 

As  regards  the  quality  of  all  stores  furnished  the  Army  since  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  Spain  compared  with  quality  of  stores  provided  for  the  Army  prior 
thereto,  I  noted  only  the  following  as  inferior,  viz,  some  blankets  and  shoes  issued 
to  recruits  at  Tampa,  Fla.  The  blankets  at  the  invoice  price  of  62  cents  were,  for 
soldiers'  use,  dear  at  that  price.  Some  of  the  shoes  were  entirely  too  light  and 
flimsy  material  to  outfit  soldiers  for  a  campaign.  It  occurred  to  my  mind  at  the 
time  that  the  military  object  in  view  by  the  Government  was  so  pressing  and 
important  that  its  agents  for  equipping  the  new  men  were  forced  by  the  circum- 
stances to  buy  everything  and  anything  in  sight  in  the  country  in  order  to  rapidly 
uniform  the  men.  I  also  saw  sample  of  cartridge  belt  (32  leather  loops)  issued  to 
a  volunteer  regiment  which  were  evidently  made  and  intended  for  sale  to  boys  to 
play  soldier  in.  The  leather  was  very  frail — worthless  for  service  in  the  Army. 
These  are  the  only  exceptions  under  the  head  of  quality  of  stores  noted  by  me  as 
inferior  to  like  stores  issued  before  the  war.  Canned  roast  beef,  never  before 
issued  within  my  knowledge  to  the  troops,  was  greatly  disliked  by  the  men  as  sub- 
stitute in  the  field  for  bacon.  It  was  unpalatable,  flavorless.  If  issued  at  time 
when  the  troops  were  amply  supplied  with  potatoes  and  onions  and  facilities  for 
cooking  as  found  in  garrison,  the  roast  beef  might  have  been  worked  into  pala- 
table hash;  but  in  the  field,  with  only  hard  bread  and  coffee  beside,  it  was  a  very 
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poor  article  of  food.  The  juices  of  the  meat  seemed  to  have  been  extracted  or 
else  destroyed  in  preparation  of  the  beef  for  canning.  But  little  of  this  beef  was 
issued  to  my  men. 

Quantity.— In  consequence  of  my  troops  being  on  transports  longer  than  antici- 
pated they  would  be,  there  was  a  deficiency  of  "travel  rations"  for  the  19th, 
20th,  and  21st  of  June.  The  issue  as  made  included  the  18th  of  June.  None  of  the 
companies  had,  however,  consumed  all  their  rations  on  the  18th,  and  had  sufficient 
for  the  19th,  some  for  the  20th. 

During  the  campaign  before  Santiago  bacon,  hard  bread,  and  coffee  and  sugar 
were  the  articles  of  food  supplied  to  my  brigade  from  date  of  landing,  June  22, 
up  to  July  11,  three  occasions  excepted,  when  6  to  10  cases  of  tomatoes  were 
obtained  for  issue  to  about  1,900  men.  We  were  never  without  the  articles  men- 
tioned for  a  whole  day.  July  11  potatoes  and  onions,  not  in  full  allowance  per 
day  for  each  soldier,  were  obtained,  but  all  had  some.  Thereafter  these  supplies 
if  not  daily  drawn,  they  were  frequently;  canned  tomatoes  also. 

About  July  20  our  base  of  supply  had  been  established  at  Santiago  and  the  full 
ration,  all  component  parts  of  the  rations,  were  obtained  in  abundance,  which 
would  seem  to  establish  the  fact  that  every  want  in  the  subsistence  line  was  on 
board  ships.  Canned  goods,  for  sale  to  officers  and  men,  were  also  to  be  had  in 
plenty. 

Flour  was  at  once  exchanged  at  the  city  bakeries  for  soft  bread  of  fair  quality. 
Fresh  beef  in  cold  storage  arrived  for  issue  not  long  after  establishing  base  at 
Santiago.  Several  issues  of  this  meat  were  denounced  by  boards  of  survey  as  bad. 
In  no  instance  was  the  meat,  obtained  at  same  hour,  delivered  at  my  mess  at 
about  same  hour  as  to  regiments,  found  otherwise  than  sweet — I  think  the  finest 
beef  I  ever  met  with  as  an  issue  to  troops.  Very  much  of  the  meat  was  dis- 
colored by  the  packing.  Some  of  it,  I  dare  say,  was  really  bad,  but  I  think  a  good 
deal  thrown  away  was  good,  its  unsightly  appearance  (removable  by  washing 
with  salt  and  water  and  by  scraping  with  knife)  satisfying  boards  regarding  its 
unfitness  for  issue  to  the  men. 

My  regiments  were  well  supplied  with  tents,  cooking  utensils,  etc.,  on  leaving 
Tampa.  These  could  not,  of  course,  be  unloaded  from  the  transports  and  trans- 
ported day  by  day  with  the  troops.  Some  of  the  ships  were  returned  to  the 
United  States,  this  property  on  board;  the  property  transferred  to  other  ships  or 
brought  back  in  the  same  ship  in  some  cases  days  after  the  surrender.  Anyway, 
it  was  some  time  after  the  surrender  before  the  troops  could  all  be  properly  shel- 
tered and  company  messes  orderly  established.  This  delay  was  unfortunate  and 
a  severe  hardship  on  the  men,  whose  individual  cooking  may  be  set  down  as 
always  poor  and  hurtful;  also  inadequate  protection  from  storms  probably 
retarded  recovery  of  sick  men  and  produced  illness  in  others.  Sufficient  clothing 
could  not  be  obtained  for  recruits  joining  at  Tampa.  Many  men  of  the  Seventh 
were  taken  to  Cuba  dressed  wholly  or  in  part  in  the  clothes  they  had  on  when 
enlisted.     The  last  of  July  clothing  was  issued  at  Santiago. 

July  1,  at  El  Caney,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  inadequate  supply  with 
the  troops  of  medicines  and  supplies  necessary  for  the  wounded.  We  had  no 
transportation  for  the  paniers;  they  were  borne  by  hand.  When  our  men  fell  sick 
in  great  numbers  with  fever,  medicines  and  suitable  food  for  the  sick  was  not  to 
be  had  in  quantity  anywhere  near  our  necessities.  Really  nothing  could  be  had 
suitable  for  sick  men  in  camps  to  eat.  About  the  1st  of  August  conditions  in 
this  regard  improved  very  considerably. 

The  regiments  of  my  brigade  did  not  have  sufficient  medical  officers  from  the 
start— each  regiment  one.    The  Seventh  Infantry  was  900  strong,  nearly. 

With  the  exception  of  medical  officers,  medicines,  and  proper  food  for  fever 
patients  in  unexpected  numbers,  and  transportation  for  the  regimental  surgeons' 
paniers,  I  am  of  opinion  reasonable  provision  was  made  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
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army.  Natural  conditions — obstacles  which  could  not  be  foreseen — were  the  real 
cause  of  failure  to  supply  the  army  on  the  march  and  in  camps  from  June  22  to 
July  17  with  a  fair  quantity  of  vegetable  food.  The  army,  ten  days  earlier,  at 
Siboney,  with  progress  equaling  that  made  by  it  after  landing,  few  complaints 
would  have  been  heard  respecting  our  food  supply.  Those  days  were  quite  free 
from  storms,  so  that  our  single  road  would  have  held  good,  allowing  full  use  of 
carrying  capacity  of  the  transportation  we  had — about  doubling  what  it  was  later 
able  to  accomplish. 

Very  respectfully,  Adna  R.  Chaffee, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Twelfth  United  States  Infantry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  12,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  Fifth  Corps, 

Montauk  Point,  Long  Island. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  circular  from  your  office  dated  September  8,  1898,  I  have  to 
state  I  have  commanded  this  regiment  since  August  13,  1898. 

During  the  campaign  in  Cuba,  commencing  June  22,  1898,  and  up  to  the  time 
ships  entered  the  harbor  of  Santiago,  about  June  18,  1898,  the  subsistence  stores 
furnished  this  regiment  were  of  good  quality,  consisting  of  bacon,  coffee,  hard 
bread,  and  cheese  occasionally,  and  potatoes  and  onions  in  very  small  quantities; 
some  canned  tomatoes  ditto;  also  smoking  and  chewing  tobacco  in  very  small 
amounts.  After  the  surrender  subsistence  stores  were  more  plentiful  and  of 
greater  variety. 

Of  clothing,  this  regiment  had  none  except  what  was  on  the  persons  of  officers 
and  men,  consisting  of  the  blue  uniform.  After  the  surrender,  and  transports 
entered  the  harbor  of  Santiago,  this  regiment  was  furnished  with  canvas  and  other 
articles  of  uniform,  but  many  articles  were  not  up  to  the  former  standard. 

Of  camp  and  garrison  equipage  the  regiment  had  none,  except  shelter  tents. 
After  transports  entered  Santiago  we  found  tents,  which  were  put  up  in  camp 
and  left  there  on  moving  to  this  point.  The  regiment  did  not  have  sufficient 
medical  attendance,  for  there  was  work  for  more  than  one  officer,  Dr.  Wales,  on 
duty  with  the  regiment,  being  sick  more  or  less  during  the  campaign,  and  since 
arriving  here  he  has  left  on  sick  leave.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Dr.  Laguamacino 
joined  the  regiment  either  just  before  or  after  the  surrender. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Kennedy,  United  States  Volunteers,  reported  to  me 
at  Santiago  for  duty  with  the  five  companies  en  route  for  this  place  and  on  board 
the  transport  Breakwater.  Dr.  Kennedy  was  unable  to  obtain  all  the  supplies 
he  considered  necessary  for  use  of  the  sick  on  board  said  transport,  but  such  as 
were  obtained  were  of  good  quality.  I  am  unable  to  state  the  kinds  of  medicine 
and  medical  stores  required  and  not  obtained. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  H.  Humphreys, 
Major,  Twelfth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Infantry, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  September  8, 1898. 
Adjutant-General  , 

Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  circular  Headquarters  Fifth  Army 
Corps,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  of  this  date,  to  render  the  following  report 
of  the  Seventh  United  States  Infantry  from  April  20,  1898: 
Subsistence. — From  date  of  leaving  Fort  Logan  to  departure  from  Port  Tampa, 
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Fla.,  June  14,  supply  good  and  according  to  regulation.  By  some  error  of  the 
Commissary  Department,  the  bacon  rations  of  the  field  ration,  to  take  the  place 
of  fresh  beef,  were  not  supplied  to  companies  of  the  regiment  before  leaving 
Tampa  en  route  to  Cuba. 

During  the  period  after  passing  Siboney,  Cuba,  until  after  the  capitulation  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  rations  were  often  deficient  in  quantity,  though  the  qual- 
ity was  up  to  the  standard.  After  the  surrender  of  Santiago  the  quantity  and 
quality  was  about  up  to  the  standard,  excepting  that  three  or  four  times  the 
issue  or  part  of  the  issue  of  fresh  beef  was  tainted  and  spoiled  before  it  reached 
the  companies. 

Quartermaster's  department. — The  regiment  was  generally  fully  equipped  with 
the  heavy  clothing  worn  in  Colorado;  a  full  supply  of  clothing  was  not  procur- 
able for  the  recruits  received  at  Chickamauga  or  Tampa,  and  there  were  fre- 
quently delays  in  procuring  what  the  quartermaster  was  able  to  get.  The 
tentage  and  cooking  utensils,  though  taken  by  boat  to  Cuba,  were  not  procured 
or  used  until  after  Santiago  surrendered,  and  about  the  1st  of  August. 

The  regiment  was  issued  the  "  khakie  "  uniform  at  Santiago  the  1st  of  August. 
There  was  no  regimental  transportation,  it  being  under  the  direction  of  superior 
commanders. 

Medical  department. — There  was  only  one  surgeon  with  the  regiment  up  to  about 
the  25th  of  July,  when  there  were  two  camps  of  sick  men  in  the  regiment — one 
near  the  trenches  occupied  by  the  regiment  in  front  of  Santiago  and  another  with 
the  regiment  on  the  hills  near  Cuivitas.  One  and  then  another  acting  assistant 
surgeon  were  then  assigned  to  duty  with  the  regiment.  Three  others  have  been 
on  duty  with  the  regiment  in  this  camp.  The  medicines  and  medical  supplies 
were  good  up  to  the  time  of  leaving  Tampa;  after  landing  at  Daiquiri  they  were 
limited  to  what  could  be  carried  on  the  person  of  the  hospital  steward  and  medical 
attendants,  and  entirely  inadequate  to  the  emergencies  of  a  battle,  or  the  large 
list  of  sick  after  the  surrender  of  Santiago,  nor  could  the  needed  medicines  or 
supplies  be  procured.  Many  medical  supplies  were  obtained  by  personal  applica- 
tion to  the  Red  Cross  Society  at  Santiago. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  A.  Coolidge, 
Major,  Seventh  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 

The  surgeons  with  the  regiment  were  as  follows: 

Capt.  and  Asst.  Surg.  H.  H.  Hallock,  United  States  Army,  from  Fort  Logan  to 
date. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  R.  F.  Jones,  United  States  Volunteers,  camp  at  Santiago  about 
July  22;  relieved  September  8. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  H.  J.  Thomas,  United  States  Volunteers,  camp  at  Santiago 
August  3;  relieved  September  4. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  L.  J.  Grenella,  United  States  Volunteers,  camp  at  Montauk 
Point,  Long  Island,  August  28  to  date. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  S.  F.  Hawley,  United  States  Volunteers,  camp  at  Montauk 
Point,  Long  Island,  September  4  to  date. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  C.  H.  Hall,  United  States  Volunteers,  camp  at  Montauk  Point, 
Long  Island,  September  8  to  date. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Dunwoody,  United  States  Volunteers,  at  Santiago, 
August  1  to  3. 


490        INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Infantry, 
Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  September  9,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  from  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated 
September  8,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning 
supplies  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain. 

Subsistence. — (1)  The  quantity  was  the  same  as  usually  issued,  except  for  sev- 
eral days  between  June  23  and  July  20,  when  the  amount  was  less  than  usual. 
(2)  The  quality  was  as  usual,  except  in  some  instances  the  hard  bread  was  of  poor 
quality. 

Clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage. — (1)  The  quantity  of  clothing  was  as 
usual  and  ample.  (2)  The  quality  was  as  usual  and  good  for  a  cold  climate  and 
in  winter,  but  as  poorly  adapted  as  possible  to  a  warm  climate  in  summer;  there 
was  much  suffering  in  consequence  of  this.  The  suffering  was  alleviated  by 
finally  supplying  the  men  with  the  brown  canvas  suits,  and  on  August  11  the 
regiment  was  supplied  with  the  new  summer  clothing,  which  seem  well  adapted 
to  a  hot  climate.  (3)  The  camp  and  garrison  equipage  was  as  usual  in  quantity 
and  of  good  quality. 

Ordnance  stores. — (1)  Quantity  as  usual  and  sufficient.  (2)  The  quality  was 
as  usual  and  for  the  most  part  good.  The  haversacks  all  much  too  small;  the 
cartridge  belts  are  of  poor  quality. 

Medical  supplies. — (1)  The  quantity  was  not  nearly  sufficient.  The  regimental 
surgeon  was  obliged  to  call  on  the  Red  Cross  Society  for  quinine  and  other  medi- 
cines. Nor  were  there  any  delicacies  in  the  way  of  food,  such  as  are  necessary 
for  the  sick.  They  had  to  eat  the  army  ration,  except  what  was  furnished  by 
the  Red  Cross  and  sometimes  from  purchases  by  company  fund.  (2)  Quality  was 
good  as  far  as  I  know.  (3)  One  regimental  surgeon  is  not  enough  for  a  regiment 
of  500  men,  even  in  ordinary  conditions. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  Daggett, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Twenty-fifth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  United  States  Infantry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  N.  Y.,  September  IS,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  September  7,  through  commanding 
general  of  the  Fifth  Corps  of  September  8, 1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as 
follows: 

The  quality  of  subsistence  stores  furnished  in  the  travel  by  rail  and  transport 
vessels  from  our  post  to  Cuba  was  the  regular  travel  ration  of  the  Army;  good  of 
the  kind,  but  not  altogether  the  kind  best  suited  to  long,  monotonous  travel  in 
cramped  cars  and  transports,  without  exercise  on  the  part  of  the  troops;  soups 
or  nutritious  liquid  foods  should  be  supplied  in  part,  with  facilities  for  heating. 

After  landing  in  Cuba,  and  during  most  of  the  campaign,  the  regular  field 
ration  of  the  Army  was  supplied.  The  quality  of  this  was  also  generally  good — 
as  campaigns  go — of  the  kind,  but  much  impaired  by  absence  of  the  vegetables 
and  fresh-meat  portion;  potatoes,  onions,  and  fresh  beef  were  not  to  be  had  for 
weeks,  until  about  the  middle  of  July,  I  believe;  the  quality  was  further  handi- 
capped by  the  absence  of  articles  usually  kept  for  sale,  until  about  this  same  time. 

Along  about  the  12th  of  July  we  commenced  to  get  one  potato  and  half  an  onion 
per  man;  later  this  was  increased  some,  but  we  were  never  surfeited  or  fully 
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supplied  until  a  very  late  day,  and  it  must  be  stated,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  without  these  articles,  or  beans  or  rice,  the  fat  bacon,  hard  bread,  and 
coffee  became  a  "sodden  loaf"  in  close  trenches,  without  exercise,  under  a  broil- 
ing sun. 

As  to  quantity  of  subsistence,  we  were,  with  few  exceptions,  never  fully  sup- 
plied with  the  bacon,  hard-tack,  coffee,  and  sugar;  something  would  be  short  fre- 
quently up  to  the  middle  of  July.  (So  far  as  bacon  and  hard  bread  went,  this 
was  in  my  opinion  a  good  thing  for  health  under  the  circumstances.) 

The  quality  of  clothing,  when  it  was  finally  received,  was  good,  but  under 
quantity;  it  must  be  stated  that  our  men  were  in  a  sad  plight  for  shoes,  stockings, 
underclothing,  etc.,  before  we  could  reach  our  ship  or  obtain  them  otherwise  from 
the  quartermaster's  department  late  in  July.  The  quartermaster's  department 
was  unable  to  supply  clothing  before  August,  as  far  as  my  regiment  is  concerned. 
Camp  and  garrison  equipage  was  all  carried  upon  our  backs  and  was  sufficient. 

Of  the  medical  department,  I  can  say  little  that  is  flattering  or  complimentary. 
The  regiment  left  the  ship  and  landed  with  a  contract  doctor,  one  steward,  and 
one  hospital  corps  man ,  and  without  medicine  of  any  kind  except  such  as  could 
be  carried  upon  their  persons;  no  animal  was  supplied  to  carry  a  panier;  the 
inexperienced  doctor  knew  nothing  of  the  manner  of  obtaining  medical  supplies, 
and  his  attempts  to  find  them  were  failures.  They  worked  hard  enough,  but  when 
they  got  anything  from  the  rear  it  was  by  a  grabbing  process.  What  was  needed 
and  lacking  was  nourishing  liquid  food  for  sick  men,  who  were  dying  for  the  want 
of  it.  As  to  sufficiency  of  medical  officers,  I  believe  there  were  not  enough  of 
experience  and  discipline,  or  the  organization  was  bad.  Those  of  rank  and  expe- 
rience appeared  to  be  away  from  the  sick  men  of  the  battle  line  and  the  contract 
surgeons  at  the  front  did  not  know  how  to  reach  them  and  their  supplies.  Sick  men 
under  my  command  preferred  to  take  their  chances  under  bushes  and  half-shelter 
tents  and  ponchos  than  to  go  to  the  places  called  division  hospitals.  Scores  of 
men  would  lie  ill  with  fever,  and  I  fail  to  recall  one  instance  where  a  medical 
inspector  or  officer  of  experience  and  rank  in  army  matters  visited  these  impro- 
vised hospitals  of  my  regiment  to  advise  or  direct  what  should  be  done  with  the 
sick,  or  provide  or  suggest  a  way  of  disposing  of  them  or  conveying  them  to  the 
rear.  Upon  one  occasion  the  conditions  were  such  that  the  steward  bought  qui- 
nine with  private  funds,  but  at  this  time  we  were  without  a  surgeon  for  a  few 
days. 

I  do  not  make  comparisons  between  the  supplies  of  this  and  other  campaigns, 
because  the  climatic  conditions  and  long  transport  service  were  so  different  from 
other  campaigns  that  it  would  be  valueless. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  H.  Bisbee, 
Ideutenant-Colonel  First  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  12,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army. 
(Through  official  channels.) 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  regimental 
commanders  of  the  Seventh,  Twelfth,  and  Seventeenth  Infantry,  composing  this 
brigade,  called  for  by  your  telegram  of  September  7,  1898,  addressed  to  Major- 
General  Shafter,  and  submit  in  that  connection  my  own  compliance  therewith. 

As  far  as  my  observation  goes  during  the  Santiago  campaign,  in  command  of 
the  Seventh  Infantry,  the  quality  of  all  supplies  has  been  good. 
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Rations. — During  actual  hostilities  there  occurred  at  times  a  very  short  supply 
of  rations,  but  not  more  so  than  I  have  often  seen  on  other  service.  Food  was 
limited  too  long  to  bacon,  hard  bread,  coffee,  and  sugar  in  the  hot  climate,  if  it 
could  have  been  avoided.     The  full  ration  was  issued  soon  after  the  surrender 

Clothing. — The  woolen  uniform  was  essential  on  the  sea,  but  after  landing 
was  oppressive.  When  worn  it  tended  to  exhaustion,  and  when  abandoned  on 
the  march  was  a  direct  loss  to  the  men.  The  cotton  clothes  issued  after  the  sur- 
render were  a  relief. 

Camp  equipage. — During  hostilities  each  officer  and  man  carried  his  tentage 
and  mess  outfit  on  his  person,  or  horse,  if  mounted.  A  consequent  inadequate 
shelter  from  sun  and  rain  caused  sickness,  especially  with  officers.  The  depend- 
ence of  officers  on  so  much  personal  labor  to  carry  and  cook  food  for  such  length 
of  time  distinctly  detracted  from  their  power  to  fill  duties.  After  the  surrender 
ample  camp  equipage  came  to  hand. 

Medical  officers. — There  was  but  one  surgeon  with  the  Seventh  Infantry  until 
about  the  20th  of  July. 

At  the  battle  of  El  Caney  there  were  100  wounded  of  the  regiment.  The  packets 
for  first  aid  to  wounded  were  the  only  dressings  the  surgeon,  with  but  two  attend- 
ants not  mounted,  having  no  transportation,  could  have  with  him.  The  ordinary 
instruments,  dressings,  and  medicines  were  needed,  certainly. 

The  packets  each  man  had  on  his  person,  therefore,  became  of  great  value,  but 
the  lack  of  surgeons,  tents,  and  ambulances  made  suffering  inevitable. 

With  the  regiment  after  hostilities  there  was  a  constant  increase  in  the  sick  list 
to  over  200  up  to  about  July  20,  when  other  medical  officers  joined  for  duty  in 
sufficiency. 

Medical  stores  and  medicines. — These  were  in  sufficient  supply  to  last  three 
months  under  ordinary  conditions  and,  under  care  of  the  surgeon,  came  with  the 
baggage  of  the  troops  to  the  point  of  debarkation  in  Cuba.  These  were  left  on 
the  transports  from  lack  of  means  of  transport  farther.  There  was  a  consequent 
lack  of  medicines  or  stores. 

A  regimental  hospital  sprang  up  for  the  care  of  the  slightly  wounded  and  the  sick. 

There  were  no  medicines  or  light-diet  foods  received  until  some  time  after  the 
surrender.  Frequent  requisitions  were  made,  but  not  responded  to  until  some 
time  after,  about  the  20th  of  July,  and  then  only  partially.  There  were  repeated 
complaints  by  the  surgeons  of  their  powerlessness  to  alleviate  distress,  because 
they  could  not  get  proper'  medicines  or  food  supplies. 

In  my  experience  I  never  saw  so  large  a  portion  of  an  army  sick  or  such  inade- 
quate preparation  to  meet  such,  or  even  a  minor  condition  of  the  kind. 

On  the  transport,  both  going  to  and  returning  from  Cuba,  there  were  all  need- 
ful supplies,  the  steamers  on  the  return  having  accommodations  for  the  sick — 
good  water,  ice,  and  a  low  diet — in  ample  quantities. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  S.  Carpenter, 
.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Seventh  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  19,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  telegraphic  instructions  from  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  7, 1898,  as  published  in  circular,  Headquarters  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  September  8, 1898, 1  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

With  respect  to  commissary  supplies,  at  times  parts  of  the  rations  were  not  sup- 
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plied,  it  being  impossible  to  bring  up  the  full  ration  over  the  terrible  roads;  but 
at  no  time  were  the  men  hungry.  The  quality,  and  quantity  when  it  could  be 
supplied,  was  the  same  as  that  issued  to  troops  in  active  service  in  the  United 
States.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  stay  of  my  brigade  in  Cuba  I  was  much 
indebted  to  the  Red  Cross  Society  for  donations. 

In  regard  to  medicines  and  medical  supplies  and  appliances,  there  was  constant 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers  from  the  time  of  our  landing  at 
Siboney  up  to  the  time  of  our  departure  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  for  the  United 
States. 

In  the  quartermaster's  department  the  transportation  was  limited,  but  the  needs 
of  the  situation  could  hardly  have  been  foretold. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  C.  McKibbin, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 


Camp  Wikoff, 
Montauk  Point,  New  York,  September  17,  1898. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  circular  of  September  8,  1898,  requiring  a  report,  for  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  supplies 
furnished  to  this  regiment  by  the  several  staff  departments  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war  with  Spain,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Subsistence, — Meat  rations  furnished  in  the  forms  of  canned  roast  beef,  fresh 
beef,  and  bacon.  Considerable  of  the  canned  beef,  especially  in  red  brand,  appar- 
ently lying  in  the  hot  sun  so  much,  was  unpalatable.  .  The  meat  itself  resembled 
beef  which  had  had  the  extract  boiled  out  from  it,  was  of  coarse  fiber;  the  men 
disliked  it. 

Bacon.— This  was  of  good  quality,  but  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  fat  food 
of  this  kind  is  utterly  unfitted  for  the  Tropics. 

Fresh  beef. — None  was  had  until  after  the  surrender  of  Santiago.  Seven-eighths 
of  the  fresh  beef  which  was  then  sent  to  the  regiment  was  condemned  as  rotten 
by  a  regimental  board  of  survey  and  had  to  be  buried  immediately. 

Bread  rations. — Up  to  nearly  the  end  of  the  campaign  in  Cuba  hard  bread  was 
issued  to  the  men  of  good  quality.  The  fresh  bread  which  was  later  issued  to  the 
men  was  very  good. 

Vegetable  rations. — The  little  issued  to  this  regiment  at  intervals  consisted 
wholly  of  tomatoes;  quality  good. 

Regarding  the  condition  of  rations  furnished,  part  of  the  time  the  ration  issued 
to  the  regiment  was  incomplete.  The  fresh  bread  sent  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
campaign  was  often  short.  The  fresh  beef  sent  at  this  latter  part  mostly  had  to 
be  buried.  The  greatest  shortage  in  the  ration  was  of  the  vegetable  part,  by  far 
the  most  important  part  in  a  tropical  climate.  After  the  surrender  a  few  pota- 
toes and  onions  were  occasionally  issued. 

Clothing. — The  uniform  worn  by  the  men  in  this  campaign  and  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  it  was  absolutely  unsuitable  for  wear  in  a  tropical  climate.  It  was 
heavy,  warm,  and  easily  torn  by  the  thorny  underbrush  which  prevails  all  over 
the  island  of  Cuba. 

Camp  and  garrison  equipage. — This  regiment  had  neither  tentage  nor  camp 
equipage  during  the  entire  campaign.  Before  the  transports  were  unloaded  at 
Siboney  the  steamer  Seneca,  on  which  was  the  property  of  the  regiment,  was  sent 
north  loaded  with  sick  and  wounded  to  New  York  City.  There  it  was  unloaded 
on  a  lighter,  and  later  was  loaded  on  the  steamer  Breakwater  and  sent  back  to 
Santiago.  It  reached  there  a  few  days  before  the  regiment  sailed  from  Santiago 
for  the  United  States.  The  result  of  all  this  was  that  the  officers  and  men  had  no 
tents  or  cooking  utensils  during  this  campaign  except  the  meat-ration  can  and 
the  tin  cup. 
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Medical  officers. — There  were  not  sufficient  medical  officers  with  the  regiment. 
There  was  only  one  officer  with  the  regiment,  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  J.  A.  Tabor, 
United  States  Army.     He  really  did  the  work  of  two  men  all  summer. 

Medical  stores  and  medicines.— Very  small  amount  of  medicine  with  the  regi- 
ment besides  what  was  carried  by  Dr.  Tabor  in  his  little  medicine  case  from  the 
landing  at  Daiquiri  until  after  the  surrender.  Regarding  the  comparison  of  the 
supplies  heretofore  furnished  to  this  regiment  with  those  furnished  it  during  this 
last  campaign,  it  may  be  said  that,  as  indicated  above,  the  supplies  were  not  as 
good  and  complete  as  heretofore  furnished  troops  under  my  command  in  active 
service. 

Very  respectfully.  E.  B.  Savage, 

Major  Eighth  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Twenty-second  Infantry, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York,  September  14,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
(Through  military  channels.) 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  circular  of  September  8,  1898,  from  Headquarters 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  on  the  subject  of  quantity  and  quality  of  supplies  furnished 
the  troops  by  the  several  staff  departments  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with 
Spain,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  in  reply  that  during  the  time  from  the  landing 
of  troops  in  Cuba,  June  22,  to  the  day  of  our  departure  therefrom,  August  13,  there 
was  a  very  great  scarcity  of  food;  often  the  hard  bread  received  would  be  moldy 
and  utterly  unfit  for  use.  The  fresh  beef  issued  was  in  a  great  many  instances 
thrown  away  as  maggoty  and  not  fit  for  use. 

Only  a  very  small  portion  of  the  time  above  mentioned  was  any  issue  of  salt, 
pepper,  candles,  and  vinegar  made. 

The  issue  of  canned  roast  beef  should  be  discontinued.  It  is  simply  what  is 
left  of  the  beef  after  the  numerous  kinds  of  soups  are  extracted  from  it. 

Very  few  vegetables  were  issued,  except  canned  tomatoes,  which  were  often 
issued  in  gallon  cans  just  as  a  command  was  about  to  start  on  the  march,  and,  as 
they  could  not  be  carried,  had  to  be  left  behind. 

There  was  but  one  medical  officer  on  duty  with  the  regiment  (Asst.  Surg.  J.  T. 
Clarke) ,  and  at  one  time  he  had  under  his  care  186  sick  men.  He  was  necessarily 
absent  at  hospital  after  the  battle  of  El  Caney,  taking  care  of  the  wounded, 
which  left  the  regiment  without  a  medical  officer  from  July  1  to  the  evening  of 
the  3d. 

During  our  early  days  in  Cuba  every  effort  was  made  by  the  medical  officer  to 
obtain  medical  supplies,  but  with  very  little  success,  often  going  to  headquarters 
himself  and  at  other  times  sending  his  steward,  bringing  back  a  small  quantity, 
which  was  very  soon  exhausted. 

The  supply  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  was  in  somewhat  better 
shape  and  much  more  readily  obtained. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  M.  Van  Horne, 

Major,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Headquarters  Twenty-Second  United  State  Infantry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  13,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  compliance  with  the  unnumbered  circular, 
dated  at  Camp  Wikoff,  September  8,  1898,  received  this  evening,  as  follows: 

I  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry  Sep- 
tember 4, 1898,  and  have  served  as  its  surgeon  from  that  date  to  the  present  time. 
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During  this  period  the  quantity  and  quality  of  subsistence,  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage  has,  with  occasional  and  slight  exceptions,  been  entirely  ade- 
quate, and  at  present  nothing  essential  is  lacking.  During  this  same  period  one 
medical  officer  has  been  sufficient,  and  medical  supplies  have  been  all  that  could 
be  desired. 

Capt.  Joseph  T.  Clarke,  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  who  was  the 

surgeon  of  the  regiment  at  Tampa  and  throughout  the  Cuban  campaign,  and  was 

succeeded  by  me  September  4,  1898,  is  now  at  Madison  Barracks,  N.  Y.,  on  sick 

leave.    He  is  in  a  position  to  furnish  all  the  information  desired  as  to  the  campaign. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Lincoln  Chase, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army, 
Surgeon,  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  September  10, 1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  circular  from  headquarters 
Fifth  Corps,  dated  September  8  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  relative  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of  supplies  furnished  the  Seventeenth 
Infantry  by  the  several  staff  departments  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with 
Spain. 

Subsistence  department. — Up  to  the  time  when  the  regiment  left  Tampa  the 
supplies  were  ample  and  of  good  quality.  Upon  leaving  Tampa  the  regiment 
drew  twelve  days'  travel  rations.  Facilities  for  making  coffee  were  insufficient, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  coffee  made  was  of  poor  quality.  The  canned  tomatoes 
and  baked  beans  were  of  good  quality,  but  the  full  ration  of  tomatoes  was  not 
issued.     Otherwise  the  supply  of  canned  rations  was  sufficient  in  quantity. 

From  the  landing  in  Cuba  (June  22)  until  the  surrender  of  Santiago  on  July 
17  at  no  time  were  full  rations  issued,  and  the  rations  were  neither  adequate  in 
quality  or  quantity.  There  was  almost  an  entire  absence  of  vegetables,  save  a 
small  issue  of  canned  tomatoes  and  a  few  potatoes  and  onions  (hardly  enough 
for  a  meal)  upon  two  or  three  occasions.  After  the  surrender  the  rations  issued 
were  of  good  quality  and  increased  in  quantity,  though  not  to  the  full  amount 
required.  The  fresh  beef  was  very  good  at  first,  but  in  later  issues  was  tainted, 
and  in  several  issues  was  altogether  spoiled.  The  component  parts  of  the  vege- 
table ration  were  fully  issued.  The  bread  furnished  was  of  fair  quality.  The 
canned  roast  beef  was  tasteless  and  the  men  soon  tired  of  it. 

Clothing  and  camp  equipage. — No  issues  of  clothing  after  the  landing  in  Cuba 
were  made  until  July  30.  The  men  had  up  to  this  time  only  the  clothing  they 
wore,  and  these,  from  exposure  to  the  elements  and  work  in  the  trenches,  soon 
became  worn  out.  The  clothing  was  also  not  suitable  to  a  campaign  in  the 
Tropics.  The  khakie  suits  issued  at  Santiago  were  of  poor  quality  and  the  facings 
faded  after  a  few  days'  wear.  The  men  were  deprived  of  a  change  of  clothing 
up  to  August  1  and  6,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  until  then  that  they 
received  their  bundles  of  clothing  left  on  the  transports,  and  upon  which  they 
relied  for  a  change.  These  were  not  unloaded  until  August  1.  Many  of  these 
bundles  were  rifled  and  the  contents  abstracted  during  the  time  they  were  on  the 
transports. 

The  supply  of  tentage  was  wholly  insufficient.  Up  to  August  1  the  regiment 
(officers  and  men)  had  only  shelter  tents  (many  were  without),  and  these  in  the 
heavy  rains  gave  inadequate  protection.  The  tentage  brought  on  transports  was 
not  unloaded  until  about  August  1.  The  tentage,  baggage,  cooking  outfit,  and 
officers'  effects  on  the  Steamer  Cherokee  were  taken  back  to  the  United  States, 
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unloaded  at  Tampa,  and  afterwards  shipped  to  Santiago,  reaching  there  about 
August  4.  The  baggage,  tentage,  etc.,  belonging  to  three  companies,  were  not 
received  until  a  few  days  before  the  regiment  left  Cuba,  too  late  to  be  of  any  use. 

Requisitions  for  clothing  were  not  filled  in  full  as  to  sizes  or  quantities  asked 
for  either  at  Tampa,  Santiago,  or  Montauk  Point. 

Medical  supplies. — The  medical  supplies  after  the  landing  in  Cuba  were  inade- 
quate, and,  notwithstanding  strenuous  exertions  on  the  part  of  Maj.  R.  G.  Ebert, 
surgeon,  United  States  Army,  on  duty  with  the  regiment,  the  deficiency  was  at 
no  time  fully  met.  Delicacies  for  the  sick  and  food  suitable  for  their  condition 
was  not  obtained  in  Cuba  from  the  Medical  Department  save  in  limited  quantities. 

The  Red  Cross  Society  supplied  many  deficiencies  in  this  respect;  indeed,  this 
society  was  relied  upon  to  furnish  what  was  lacking  and  did  so  to  the  extent  of 
its  ability,  and  was  of  great  benefit  and  assistance  to  the  sick  in  camp. 

Shortly  after  arrival  at  Montauk  Point  medical  supplies  of  all  kinds  have  been 
obtained,  and  have  been  greatly  augmented  by  liberal  donations  from  the  Red 
Cross  and  kindred  societies.  There  was  no  tentage  for  the  sick  in  Cuba,  except 
shelter  tents,  up  to  about  August  1,  or  up  to  the  time  when  the  division  hospital 
was  established,  after  the  surrender. 

The  medical  attendance  furnished  by  the  Hospital  Corps  was  entirely  inade- 
quate in  camp  while  the  regiment  was  in  Cuba.  From  July  2  to  July  5  the  regi- 
ment was  without  a  surgeon,  and  had  to  depend  upon  the  surgeon  attached  to  the 
Twelfth  Infantry  for  attendance  upon  the  wounded  and  sick. 

As  to  the  mere  character  of  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  several  departments 
mentioned  herein  compared  with  those  furnished  troops  under  my  command  or 
observation  in  active  service  heretofore,  it  is  my  opinion  that  as  a  rule  the 
comparison  would  not  be  to  the  detriment  of  what  was  supplied  in  the  present 
instance,  the  chief  difficulty  being  that  they  could  not  or  were  not  furnished  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  meet  the  demand,  and  as  to  food,  clothing,  and  equipage 
were  not  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  active  service  in  a  tropical  climate. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  O'Brien, 
Major,  Nineteenth  Infantry, 
Commanding  Seventeenth  United  States  Infantry. 


Headquarters  Fourth'  Infantry, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  September  13,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  circular  of  September  8,  headquarters  Fifth  Corps,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  the  quality  of  the  supplies  furnished  this  regiment  by  the 
Subsistence  Department  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain  was  generally 
good,  but  from  the  time  we  landed  at  Baiquiri  until  after  the  surrender  of  San- 
tiago the  quantity  was  deficient. 

During  the  time  mentioned  there  was  not  any  issues  of  clothing  nor  of  camp  or 
garrison  equipage,  but  after  the  surrender  we  got  all  we  required. 

The  regiment  had  difficulty  in  securing  medical  officers,  and  medicines  were 
woefully  insufficient. 

Comparing  all  supplies  with  those  heretofore  furnished  troops  with  whom  I 
have  served  in  campaign,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  Santiago  command 
was  beyond  all  comparison  the  worst  supplied  medically. 

The  other  departments  could  compare  fairly  well  with  the  same  departments  in 
former  campaigns  which  I  had  the  honor  to  serve. 

Very  respectfully,  S.  Baker, 

Major,  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding. 
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BRIG.  GEN.  J.  P.  SANGER. 

Report  on  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 

Headquarters  Third  Division,  First  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Hamilton,  Lexington,  Ky.,  October  27,1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army., 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War  of  Septem- 
ber 12,  calling  for  a  report  of  regimental,  brigade,  and  division  commanders  as  to 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  supplies  furnished  the  division  during  the  war  with 
Spain,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  follows: 

This  division  was  formed  May  11  and  20  in  Chickamauga  Park,  and  had  had  six 
commanders  when  I  joined  it,  June  28,  under  orders  from  Ma j .  Gen.  J.  R.  Brooke, 
commanding  Camp  George  H.  Thomas.  At  intervals  of  ten  days,  and  sometimes 
oftener,  reports  of  all  articles  needed  to  equip  the  troops  were  forwarded  to  Gen- 
eral Brooke  between  July  1  and  the  time  he  left  the  park.  Copies  of  some  of  these 
reports  are  among  the  files  of  the  division,  and  a  summary  is  submitted  herewith 
"A."  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the  deficiencies,  especially  in  clothing, 
were  large  July  1 ,  and  that  the  deficiency  in  trousers  continued  throughout  the 
month  to  July  31,  the  wants  of  the  men,  except  as  to  water  barrels,  water  boilers, 
and  thin  clothing,  had  been  very  generally  supplied. 

Quartermaster's  department. — The  most  serious  deficiency  which  came  under 
my  notice  in  Chickamauga  Park  was  the  supply  of  pure  water.  There  were  three 
sources  of  water  supply:  Chickamauga  Creek,  through  pipe  lines;  the  wells  in  the 
park,  and  the  springs  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  park.  All  of  the  water 
from  these  sources  was  pronounced  impure  by  medical  officers  shortly  after  I  took 
command,  but  the  water  from  the  springs  was  considered  better  than  the  water 
from  any  other  source.  The  water  used  by  the  troops  of  this  division  was  drawn 
from  the  Blue  Spring,  distant  about  2  miles  from  division  headquarters;  but,  owing 
to  the  very  great  scarcity  of  water  barrels,  the  supply  was  never  sufficient,  and 
through  the  long,  hot  days  the  men  resorted  to  the  water  of  the  pipe  line  (Chick- 
amauga Creek  water)  and  the  water  of  such  pumps  as  had  not  been  dismounted 
or  placed  under  guard. 

It  had  been  enjoined  on  the  troops  by  the  division  commander  in  June  to  boil 
all  drinking  water,  but  this  was  found  to  be  impracticable  because  there  were 
not  enough  boilers  or  water  barrels  or  other  receptacles  to  store  the  water,  and 
not  until  shortly  before  the  departure  of  the  troops  were  the  deficiencies  in  this 
respect  supplied. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  find  fault  with  any  of  the  staff  departments  or  their  offi- 
cers, but  I  have  not  been  able  to  understand  why  it  was  that  the  chief  quarter- 
master of  Camp  Thomas  permitted  these  defects  to  continue  after  he  became 
aware  of  them,  and  believe  that  had  they  been  fully  represented  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  by  Colonel  Lee  they  must  have  been  corrected  either  by  piping  the  water 
of  the  springs  into  the  park  or  by  obtaining  such  a  full  supply  of  water  barrels 
and  boilers  as  to  have  made  the  troops  entirely  independent  of  the  water  of  Chick- 
amauga Creek  and  of  the  wells.  The  insufficient  supply  of  water,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  utter  lack  of  suitable  disinfectants  and  antiseptics  for  the  sinks 
and  the  crowding  of  the  men  in  tents  were,  in  my  judgment,  the  causes  which 
more  than  any  other  led  to  the  spread  of  typhoid  fever. 

Ordnance  department. — By  referring  to  the  summary  herewith  the  deficiency 
in  ordnance  supplies  will  be  readily  noted.  They  were  serious  at  first,  but  not 
when  the  division  left  the  park. 

Subsistence  department. — I  do  not  recall  any  deficiencies  in  subsistence  supplies, 
although  at  times  fresh  meat  has  been  tainted  and  rejected  and  occasionally  the 
7833 32 
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fresh  bread  has  been  sour,  resulting  in  some  temporary  inconvenience.  Some 
complaints  were  made  on  this  score,  but  I  did  not  consider  them  serious  and  they 
were  remedied.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  while  the  subsistence  department 
provides  the  rations  it  requires  the  cooperation  of  two  other  departments  to  shel- 
ter and  cook  them  and  enable  the  soldier  in  the  field  to  eat  them,  viz,  the  quarter- 
master's department  and  the  ordnance  department,  the  latter  providing  the 
haversacks,  canteens,  meat-ration  cans,  knives,  forks,  spoons,  and  tin  cups.  This 
illustrates  in  a  very  pointed  way  our  complex  system  of  supply,  under  which 
each  department  is  more  or  less  dependent  on  other  departments  under  the  con- 
trol of  entirely  independent  and  possibly  unfriendly  rivals.  A  great  deal  of  the 
complaint  of  the  First  Regiment  South  Carolina  Volunteers  about  their  rations 
while  the  regiment  was  in  this  division  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  regiment  did 
not  get  its  ordnance  equipment  until  just  before  it  left  the  division.  The  men  ate 
with  their  fingers  or  relied  on  such  crude  dishes  as  could  be  improvised  out  of 
tomato  cans,  etc. ,  for  several  weeks.  Just  why  all  supplies  for  the  Army  can  not 
be  furnished  by  a  single  department  acting  intelligently  in  view  of  all  the  neces- 
sities and  wants  of  the  service  is  a  very  old  question  which  has  not  been 
answered  and  possibly  never  will  be,  although  it  should  be  and  to  the  entire  sat- 
isfaction of  every  intelligent  inquirer. 

Medical  department. — In  regard  to  medical  supplies,  including  nurses,  attend- 
ants, etc.,  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  accompanying  report  of  Maj.  J.  D. 
Griffith,  chief  surgeon  of  this  division.  From  this  it  appears  that  there  were  some 
deficiencies  in  the  necessary  medicines,  or,  at  least,  that  they  were  not  supplied 
from  the  medical  depot  in  Chickamauga  Park,  but  were  purchased  by  special 
authority  of  Surgeon-General  Sternberg,  who  has  always  responded  promptly  and 
generously  to  every  demand  made  upon  him  directly  by  the  chief  medical  officer 
of  this  division. "  But  this  was  not  my  experience  with  his  representatives,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Hartsuff,  chief  medical  officer,  Camp  Thomas;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Huidekoper,  chief  surgeon,  First  Corps,  and  Major  Mason,  medical  inspector, 
who  never  appeared  to  realize  the  needs  of  the  troops  or  the  dangers  confronting 
them,  and  at  times  responded  indifferently  or  not  at  all  to  the  representations 
made  by  the  chief  surgeon  and  other  medical  officers  as  to  the  wants  of  the  hos- 
pital service  and  the  sanitary  wants  of  the  camp.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  had  these  officers  been  fully  impressed  with  the  prevailing  conditions,  and 
had  they  risen  to  the  occasion  by  a  generous  construction  of  medical-supply  reg- 
ulations, by  providing  all  that  reasonable  forethought  could  have  suggested,  and 
by  the  preparation  and  explanation  of  proper  sanitary  rules  for  police,  diet,  exer- 
cise, the  importance  of  the  use  of  disinfectants,  of  boiled  water,  of  moving  the 
camp  sites  of  the  troops,  of  reducing  the  number  of  men  in  the  tents,  and  by 
accepting  at  once  all  proffers  of  assistance  in  the  way  of  trained  nurses,  the  sick- 
ness which  finally  threatened  to  incapacitate  the  entire  army  would  have  made 
but  little  headway,  and  we  would  have  been  spared  the  humiliation  of  appearing 
before  the  world  mere  tyros  in  a  profession  to  which  the  majority  of  all  the  com- 
manders and  higher  staff  officers  had  devoted  their  lives.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  commanders  of  troops  were  mainly  responsible  for  the  want  of  proper  sanita- 
tion, and  an  effort  has  been  made  to  lay  the  blame  for  all  that  has  occurred  at  their 
doors.  Undoubtedly  they  were  responsible  in  great  measure,  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  many  of  the  subordinate  officers  were  inexperienced  and  the 
preparation  of  sanitary  orders  and  the  sanitary  supervision  of  all  camps  and 
troops  have  for  many  years,  if  not  always,  devolved  on  the  officers  of  the  medical 
department,  and  it  is  to  them  we  look  for  timely  suggestions  as  to  what  should  be 
done,  more  especially  when  epidemics  threaten  or  are  possible. 

The  character  of  the  soil  in  Chickamauga  Park  and  the  scant  supply  of  whole- 
some water  should  have  suggested  to  any  experienced,  thoughtful,  and  competent 
medical  officer  the  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  large  and  long- 
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continued  encampment.  Yet  I  have  searched  in  vain  among  the  orders  and 
instructions  issued  by  General  Brooke  for  the  sanitary  orders  which  such  a  body 
of  troops  required.  A  general  order  was  issued  May  19,  but  it  was  most  general 
in  its  terms  and  was  not  repeated.  On  the  other  hand,  there  seemed  to  be  no  end 
to  the  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of  obtaining  disinfectants,  certain  medical 
supplies,  nurses,  tent  floors  for  hospitals,  and  a  copious  supply  of  pure  water, 
which  I  am  morally  certain  resulted  from  the  incredulity  of  the  higher  staff 
officers  of  Camp  Thomas  as  to  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever.  In  fact,  Colonel 
Huidekoper  and  General  Brooke  both  said,  in  response  to  my  apprehensions 
which  resulted  from  a  report  made  to  me  by  Chief  Surgeon  Griffith  concerning 
typhoid  fever,  that  he  was  needlessly  apprehensive  and  mistaken  in  his  diagnosis, 
and  that  what  he  thought  was  typhoid  fever  was  typho-malarial  fever.  In  no 
other  way  have  I  been  able  to  explain  the  apathy  which  prevailed.  It  apparently 
accounted  for  the  failure  to  provide  floors  for  the  hospital  of  this  division ,  filled  with 
typhoid-fever  patients;  for  the  failure  to  provide  an  ample  supply  of  disinfectants 
and  antiseptics  for  use  in  the  sinks;  for  the  failure  to  move  the  camp  sites  and 
to  provide  water  barrels  and  water  boilers  so  that  boiled  water  could  be  fur- 
nished; and  for  the  continuance  of  a  system  of  water  supply  which  was  entirely 
inadequate. 

Another  serious  defect,  resulting  from  the  failure  to  give  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment a  proper  organization  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  was  the  depletion  of  the 
medical  service  of  the  regiments  in  order  to  establish  and  (maintain  the  division 
hospitals.  Each  regiment  of  this  division  when  mustered  in  had  about  1,350 
officers  and  enlisted  men,  which  included  three  medical  officers  and  three  hospital 
stewards.  All  of  the  medical  personnel  was  detailed  to  the  hospital  of  the  division 
except  one  medical  officer  and  one  hospital  steward  per  regiment,  and  the  regi- 
mental hospitals  were  thus  reduced  to  dispensaries.  By  this  arrangement  it  was 
intended  that  all  who  required  bed  treatment  should  be  removed  to  the  division 
hospital  for  a  few  days  and  then  to  the  general  hospitals.  This  proved  to  be  a 
great  failure.  The  idea  of  being  taken  away  from  their  regiments,  among 
strangers,  for  medical  treatment  was  so  hateful  to  the  volunteers,  coupled  with 
the  exaggerated  tales  which  came  from  the  division  hospitals  of  neglect,  discom- 
fort, and  death,  produced  such  an  effect  that  hundreds  of  the  men  shammed  good 
health  long  after  they  should  have  been  in  bed.  The  forcible  removal  of  the 
medical  officers  from  regiments  they  had  left  home  especially  to  serve  created  an 
antagonism  on  their  part  which  nothing  for  a  time  could  repress,  and  largely 
aided  in  giving  the  division  hospitals  a  bad  name  and  in  adding  to  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  the  enlisted  men.  As  a  result  of  a  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  sick 
and  the  delay  in  removing  them  from  the  division  hospitals,  the  latter  were  soon 
overcrowded,  and  shortly  regimental  hospitals  (created  and  maintained  no  one 
knew  how),  aggregating  in  some  cases  100  beds,  replaced  the  regimental  dis- 
pensaries, and  consequently  the  sick  suffered  on  all  sides.  It  was  simply  impos- 
sible, with  the  means  at  hand,  to  give  them  proper  care. 

Instances  occurred  where  the  single  surgeon  on  duty  with  a  regiment  had  not 
completed  the  examination  of  the  sick,  which  commenced  at  sick  call  in  the 
morning,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

But  the  failure  to  provide  for  the  sick  was  not  the  only  result  of  the  depletion 
of  the  regimental  medical  service.  The  sanitary  duties  of  the  regimental  sur- 
geons were  almost  wholly  neglected  for  lack  of  time,  and  the  scientific  supervision 
which  such  duties  require  was  consequently  wanting. 

Again,  following  the  depletion  of  the  regimental  hospitals  to  establish  the 
division  hospitals,  came  a  steady  drain  on  the  latter  in  order  to  maintain  the  gen- 
eral hospitals,  and  when  this  fever-stricken  division  left  Chickamauga  Park,  it 
had,  as  a  basis  for  the  establishment  of  the  division  hospital  in  Lexington,  the 
chief  surgeon,  the  ambulance  company,  one  hospital  steward,  and  one  hospital 
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corps  private.  From  this  the  present  establishment  has  been  developed.  It  has 
been  changed  recently  into  a  general  field  hospital,  thus  temporarily  depriving 
the  division  hospital  of  all  its  enlisted  personnel. 

Another  serions  defect  in  the  Medical  Department,  and  in  fact  every  other  staff 
department,  was  the  method  of  its  administration.  Under  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  Surgeon-General,  the  division  hospital  and  ambulance  company  were  placed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  division,  a  staff  officer  of  the 
division  commander;  yet  without  proper  regard  to  the  rights  and  responsibility 
of  the  latter,  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps,  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  Park,  and 
the  medical  inspector  gave  orders  ex  officio,  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  division, 
whereby  the  sick,  the  medical  officers,  the  nurses,  and  the  administration  of  the  hos- 
pital were  changed  without  his  knowledge.  As  the  result  of  a  private  note  to  Gen. 
M.  V.  Sheridan,  adjutant-general  of  the  First  Army  Corps,  in  which  I  endeavored 
to  adjust  matters  without  making  them  the  subject  of  an  official  complaint,  the 
commanding  general  of  Camp  Thomas  took  away  the  supervision  of  division 
commanders  over  their  hospitals  and  ambulance  companies  in  a  communication, 
a  copy  of  which  is  appended  to  this  report,  B. 

This  hiatus  continued  until  shortly  after  General  Wade  took  command,  when 
I  resumed  supervision  over  the  hospital  and  ambulance  company  by  his  direction. 
If  in  place  of  depriving  division  commanders  of  their  proper  supervision  over 
division  hospitals,  and  transferring  it  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Army 
Corps,  the  commanding  general  of  the  corps  had  conferred  with  his  division  com- 
manders, and  learned  from  them  personally  the  difficulties  with  which  they  had 
to  contend  in  the  management  of  the  hospitals,  and  had  sought  in  some  way  to 
remove  these  difficulties,  to  strengthen  their  hands,  and  give  them  a  keener  sense 
of  responsibility,  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  hospital  service  of  the  corps. 

I  desire  in  this  connection  to  call  attention  to  the  abuses  resulting  from  para- 
graph 767,  Army  Regulations.  The  correspondence  with  subordinate  officers 
therein  granted  to  chiefs  of  bureau  is  not  restricted  as  required,  but  is  extended 
to  orders  and  instructions  on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  bureau, 
whether  they  are  to  be  carried  out  by  an  officer  serving  on  the  staff  of  an  officer 
commanding  troops  or  not. 

By  some  kind  of  fallacious  reasoning  the  chief  staff  officers  of  army  corps  exer- 
cise a  similar  authority  over  officers  of  divisions  and  brigades,  and  orders  have 
been  recently  given  by  them,  and  executed  without  the  knowledge  or  sanction  of 
the  general  officers  commanding  such  units,  in  respect  to  matters  for  which  they 
were  directly  responsible.  This  has  been  done  so  frequently,  and  the  results  have 
been  so  unfortunate  to  this  division,  that  I  have  instructed  division  and  brigade 
staff  officers  not  to  obey  an  order  from  any  person,  except  as  to  matters  of  mere 
routine,  not  competent  to  give  the  division  commander  the  same  order,  and  this  I 
believe  to  be  strictly  in  accordance  with  military  law  and  the  regulations.  To 
admit  any  other  rule  is  to  deprive  every  commander  of  troops  of  his  legitimate 
control,  and,  what  is  vastly  worse  for  the  military  service,  to  gradually  relieve  him 
of  all  sense  of  administrative  responsibility. 

The  plea  that  direct  correspondence  between  staff  officers  facilitates  business  is 
of  little  weight  as  compared  with  the  injurious  consequences  which  follow  it.  I 
hold  that  in  the  administration  of  an  army  every  effort  should  be  made  to  impress 
upon  commanders  a  keen  sense  of  their  responsibility,  and  to  hold  them  to  it;  but 
with  the  responsibility  should  go  all  the  power  necessary  to  the  full  execution  of 
the  duties  pertaining  to  the  office,  and  from  which  such  responsibility  results. 

A  case  which  demonstrates  this  has  occurred  so  recently  that  I  will  mention  it. 
The  hospital  and  other  supplies  for  this  division  were  drawn  on  estimates  cover- 
ing the  needs  of  the  division  only.  When  corps  headquarters  arrived,  the  usual 
interference  with  the  division  hospital  began,  and  soon  the  chief  surgeon  of  the 
corps  informed  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  division  that  the  division  hospital  was  a 
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medical  depot,  and  that  he  would  fill  all  requisitions  made  on  him  by  the  troops 
in  Lexington,  whether  they  belonged  to  the  division  or  not.  As  a  result,  the 
troops  of  the  division  ran  short  of  certain  supplies,  and  the  division  commander 
has  already  been  charged  with  neglect  in  not  providing  for  them.  This  corre- 
spondence was  direct  between  the  chief  surgeons  of  the  division  and  corps,  and  the 
latter  did  not  even  quote  the  authority  of  the  corps  commander,  the  Surgeon- 
General  or  anyone  else;  and  this  is  the  rule. 

If  a  soldier  is  to  be  detailed  for  a  duty,  or  his  instruction  and  discipline  are  to 
be  regulated  in  any  way  by  the  corps  commander,  it  is  done  through  the  division 
commander  and  his  subordinate  commanders,  but  it  would  appear  that  if  the 
supplies  of  the  division  are  to  be  diverted  from  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
obtained  by  the  division  commander,  it  is  done  by  a  staff  officer  through  another 
staff  officer,  who  represents  no  one  and  nothing,  as  far  as  the  orders  or  instruc- 
tions given  by  him  indicate,  except  an  exaggerated  and  illusive  idea  of  his 
authority. 

Why  should  not  the  adjutant-general  of  an  army  corps  pursue  the  same  course 
and  send  orders  direct  to  subordinate  adjutants-general  in  respect  to  discipline, 
police,  etc.,  and  ignore  the  division  and  other  commanders  in  the  same  way  they 
are  ignored  by  administrative  staff  officers?  Simply  because  under  such  a  system 
of  correspondence  commanders  of  troops  would  become  mere  figureheads,  and 
questions  of  command  could  never  be  determined;  which  is  largely  the  case  now, 
in  respect  to  administrative  affairs.  In  short,  a  wide  gulf  seems  to  separate  the 
two  kinds  of  responsibility,  and  constitutes  a  very  great  defect  in  the  military 
system. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  no  officer  of  the  Inspector-General's  Depart- 
ment could  have  felt  the  least  surprise  at  the  consequences  which  resulted  from 
the  declaration  of  war  against  Spain  by  the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  question 
of  supplies  and  their  administration  are  concerned.  The  unwise  economy  of  pre- 
vious years,  by  which  nearly  every  article  of  equipment  not  absolutely  needed  by 
the  Army  was  disposed  of  and  no  provision  made  for  emergencies,  rendered  the 
effective  expansion  of  the  Army  simply  impossible..  The  state  of  the  arsenals 
and  depots  made  this  certain.  The  system  of  administration  which  had  prevailed 
for  thirty  years  over  every  effort  to  change  it,  whereby  the  administrative  con- 
trol of  commanders  had  been  taken  from  them  and  centered  in  the  staff  depart- 
ments, had  made  many  officers  of  all  grades  and  branches  of  the  service  timid  in 
the  exercise  of  administrative  functions  where  it  had  not  caused  them  to  feel  that 
they  could  not  exercise  such  functions  at  all  without  express  sanction  in  every 
case  from  the  highest  authority. 

As  a  result,  when  the  time  for  action  came  many  of  our  commanders  and 
bureau  officers  seemed  incapable  of  any  kind  of  forethought  or  able  to  free  them- 
selves from  the  strict  letter  of  regulations  designed  for  the  economic  control  of  a 
small  army  in  time  of  peace. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  as  to  who  was  responsible  for  the  defects  and  defi- 
ciencies which  have  been  brought  to  light  in  the  Army  since  war  was  declared. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  under  the  present  complex  organization  and 
administration  of  the  Army  no  single  person  connected  with  it  can  justly  be  made 
responsible;  that  the  same  results  may  be  expected  again,  should  we  suddenly  be 
involved  in  war;  and  that  for  this  state  of  things  Congress — so  often  appealed 
to  for  a  better  and  more  modern  system  of  organization  and  administration — is 
mainly  responsible.  Our  whole  military  system  should  be  reconstructed  according 
to  modern  experience.  Then,  and  not  until  then,  may  we  hope  to  minimize  the 
horrors  of  war  or  take  our  place  beside  the  leading  military  nations  of  the  world. 

This  report  has  been  delayed  by  the  many  changes  in  the  troops,  the  absence  of 
the  division  commander,  and  the  difficulty  of  collecting  the  required  reports. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  Sanger, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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SIXTEENTH  UNITED  STATES  INFANTRY. 

Report  of  company  commanders  on  experiences  of  the  regiment  during  the  war — 
from  Tampa  to  Cuba  and  back  to  Montauk  Point. 

Camp  Wikofp, 
Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  September  10,  1898. 
Adjutant  Sixteenth  Infantry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island. 

Sir:  We,  the  company  commanders  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  statement: 

While  at  Tampa  tents  and  clothing  could  not  be  obtained  for  the  recruits  join- 
ing the  command.  Arms  were  not  supplied  in  time  to  properly  instruct  recruits 
in  their  use  before  departure  for  Cuba.  Medical  supplies  and  attendance  were 
sufficient. 

On  transport. — Travel  rations  furnished  were  sufficient,  except  that  the  canned 
roast  beef  was  not  satisfactory.  It  was  found  to  be  a  poor  substitute  for  canned 
corned  beef.    Facilities  for  properly  preparing  the  ration  were  deficient. 

The  water  was  insufficient  and  of  poor  quality. 

The  ship  was  greatly  overcrowded.  Men  and  horses  occupied  the  same  portions 
of  the  ship. 

It  was  impossible  to  care  for  the  sick  on  account  of  lack  of  room  Cases  of  con- 
tagious disease  could  not  be  isolated,  or  removed  to  the  hospital  ship. 

In  Cuba. — Rations  from  date  of  landing,  June  24,  up  to  the  truce,  July  3,  were 
all  that  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  No  transportation  was  fur- 
nished the  regiment  up  to  this  time. 

The  medical  supplies  were  insufficient.  There  was  no  surgeon  or  medical  or 
surgical  supplies  with  the  regiment  during  the  battles  of  July  1,2,  and  3,  except 
a  first-aid  package  for  each  officer  and  noncommissioned  officer,  which  proved 
inadequate.     This  state  of  affairs  continued  until  about  the  10th. 

During  the  battles  the  means  for  transporting  and  caring  for  the  wounded  were 
almost  entirely  wanting.  The  hospitals  were  lacking  in  medical  attendance,  in 
tentage,  blankets,  cots,  and  almost  every  other  article  required  for  proper  care  of 
the  wounded,  exposing  the  wounded  to  the  elements  and  the  helpless  to  the  attack 
of  insects.  Rations  from  the  3d  of  July  to  the  date  of  departure  from  Cuba  were 
deficient  in  quantity  and  unsuitable  in  quality.  The  hog  belly  was  too  fat  to 
eat,  and  the  canned  roast  beef  was  disgusting.  The  vegetable  ration,  including 
beans,  rice,  hominy,  potatoes,  onions,  and  tomatoes,  was  deficient,  it  being  an 
exception  when  issued. 

Up  to  July  23  there  were  no  tents  except  shelter  tents,  and  they  did  not  afford 
proper  shelter  in  that  climate.  No  means  were  provided  for  supplying  the  men 
with  tobacco. 

Up  to  a  short  time  prior  to  departure  medicines  were  deficient  in  kind  and 
quantity,  and  sometimes  even  quinine  was  lacking.  Medical  attendance  was 
deficient  up  to  about  July  23. 

No  food  other  than  the  ration  was  furnished  the  sick  up  to  about  the  same  date, 
when  donations  were  received  from  the  Red  Cross  through  the  kindness  of  Miss 
Clara  Barton.  These  donations  had  to  be  conveyed  to  the  camp  by  native  trans- 
portation, paid  for  by  the  officers. 

No  tentage,  or  cots,  or  bedding  were  provided  for  the  sick,  of  whom  there  were 
hundreds,  up  to  July  23. 

The  weakened  condition  of  the  men  when  we  returned  to  the  United  States  was 
due  to  this  neglect,  and  to  the  lack  of  proper  food  and  accommodations  on  the 
transport. 

We  do  not  consider  the  ration  issued  in  Cuba  proper  food  for  that  climate. 
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We  were  landed  at  Montauk  Point  at  night  and  were  put  into  camp  in  quaran- 
tine under  guard,  without  means  of  preparing  or  cooking  the  rations  furnished, 
for  three  days.  This  was  due  to  the  quarantine  regulations,  which  prevented  us 
from  obtaining  our  cooking  utensils  or  personal  effects.  In  some  of  the  companies 
there  was  not  even  a  penknife. 

Leven  C.  Allen, 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

W,  C.  McFarland, 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

S.  W.  Dunning, 
Captain,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
The  water  and  arrangements  for  coffee  on  transports  for  recruits  excellent. 

W.  H.  Cowles, 
Captain,  Fourth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  I,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

R.  R.  Steedman, 
First  Lieutenant ,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  A 

George  D.  Guyer, 
First  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
Commanding  Company  H,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
E.  C.  Carey, 
First  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Company  K. 

B.  T.  Simmons, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
Commanding  Company  D,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
James  B.  Gowen, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
Commanding  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 
Edgar  Ridenour, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
Commanding  Company  F,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Sixteenth  Infantry, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island,  September  12,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded.    The  within  statement  of  the  company  commanders  of  this  regiment 
is  concurred  in,  and  is  adopted  by  me  as  the  report  required  by  circular  from  headquarters 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  dated  September  8,  1898.    Captain  Cowles  went  to  Cuba  with  recruits  later 
and  on  another  transport. 

W.  H.  McLaughlin, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Commanding. 


COL.  E.  P.  PEARSON,  COMMANDING  SECOND  RRIGADE,  FIRST 
DIVISION,  FIFTH  ARMY  CORPS. 

Reports  on  his  brigade  during  the  war. 

Hdqrs.  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York,  September  17,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
General:  In  compliance  with  the  telegram  from  your  office  of  the  7th  instant, 
I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  my  opinion,  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  witn  Spain, 
the  quality  of  the  supplies  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  and  Subsistence 
departments  of  the  Army  were  good.  There  were  enough  supplies  issued  by  the 
Quartermaster's  Department.  During  the  active  operations  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Santiago  the  subsistence  stores,  while  enough  to  live  upon,  were  not 
always  the  full  rations  of  meat  and  coffee. 
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In  my  opinion,  there  were  not  enough  medical  officers  with  the  army  in  Cuba, 
and  I  have  heard  some  of  the  doctors  on  duty  with  my  brigade  complain  about 
the  scarcity  of  proper  medicine. 
I  am  not  competent  to  judge  upon  the  quality  of  the  medicines  furnished. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Pearson, 
Colonel  Tenth  Infantry, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Brigade. 


MAJ.  GEN.  S.  S.  SUMNER. 

Reports  on  First  Cavalry  Brigade  during  the  war;  also  makes  suggestions  relative 

to  the  climate  of  Cuba. 

Headquarters  First  Cavalry  Brigade, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  16,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  circular  dated  Headquarters 
Fifth  Army  Corps,  September  8,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

I  commanded  the  First  Cavalry  Brigade  throughout  the  campaign  in  Cuba,  and 
my  opportunity  for  judging  on  some  points  mentioned  was  limited.  Accidents 
and  unlooked-for  circumstances  may  often  cause  hardship  and  suffering  without 
in  any  way  affecting  or  condemning  an  organization  or  system.  So  far  as  my 
brigade  was  concerned,  we  never  suffered  for  rations.  There  were  days  when  the 
full  ration  was  not  issued;  sometimes  the  bread  was  short  and  sometimes  the 
coffee  or  sugar,  but  never  for  more  than  a  day,  and  at  no  time  from  the  day  we 
left  Tampa  to  the  present  date  have  we  been  without  food.  The  quality  of  the 
rations  was  generally  very  good.  I  think  a  larger  issue  of  rice  advisable  in  a  hot 
climate. 

Regarding  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  opinion. 
Our  Army  has  been  in  garrison  so  many  years  and  has  been  taught  to  rely  on  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  for  so  many  comforts  that  it  is  an~open  question  as 
to  what  can  be  expected  and  claimed  in  the  field.  The  regiments  in  my  brigade 
arrived  at  Tampa  with  good  and  sufficient  transportation.  Some  of  it  was  taken 
to  Cuba,  but  not  as  part  of  the  organization.  The  transport  given  me  for  two  of 
of  my  regiments — Third  and  Sixth  Cavalry — had  a  capacity  for  750  men.  We  had 
about  850  on  board.  This  caused  some  suffering  and  much  discomfort,  as  parts  of 
the  vessel  used  should  never  have  been  assigned  as  sleeping  apartments  for  men. 
Fortunately  the  weather  continued  good  throughout  the  trip  and  the  men  could 
sleep  on  the  upper  deck.  There  was  difficulty  in  drawing  clothing  at  Tampa,  and 
many  men  who  had  been  in  the  field  over  two  months  were  unable  to  draw  cer- 
tain articles  that  were  needed.  I  believe  woolen  clothing  much  better  than  cotton. 
The  blue  flannel  shirt  was  the  best  friend  the  soldier  had  in  Cuba;  lighter  weight 
for  shirt  and  trousers  might  be  made  for  warm  climates.  I  am  not  in  position 
to  say  whether  or  not  the  transportation  taken  to  Cuba  was  sufficient  for  the 
army;  none  was  ever  assigned  to  my  brigade.  In  this  respect  we  all  fared  alike, 
from  the  commander  down.  I  think  it  was  unfortunate  that  officers  were  required 
to  carry  their  own  bedding  and  rations.  None  of  them  were  accustomed  to  such 
work,  and  many  were  not  in  physical  condition  for  such  hardship.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  on  reaching  camp  the  officer  was  even  more  exhausted  than  his 
men,  and  it  was  physically  impossible  for  him  to  give  the  care  and  attention  to 
his  company  that  the  surroundings  demanded.  Having  no  transportation,  it  was 
impossible  to  carry  camp  kettles  and  other  appliances,  and  every  man  had  to  cook 
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for  himself.  Such  a  system  is  always  bad;  the  men  seldom  prepare  their  food 
properly;  in  fact,  can  do  nothing  but  fry  everything  they  eat,  and  no  regular  hours 
for  meals  can  be  observed.  I  think  the  proper  method  of  preparing  food  is  one  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  health  of  the  troops. 

Regarding  the  Medical  Department,  I  do  not  think  there  were  sufficient  medi- 
cal officers.  We  were  going  to  a  country  noted  for  its  bad  climate,  and  at  the 
most  unhealthful  period  of  the  year.  We  were  expected  not  only  to  encounter 
the  climate  but  also  an  enemy  with  arms,  and  under  such  conditions  the  demand 
for  medical  attendance  and  supplies  was  sure  to  be  excessive.  The  question  of 
transportation  appears  here  again.  My  doctors  were  not  furnished  with  any  trans- 
portation for  such  supplies  as  they  may  have  had,  and  it  was  only  by  the  utmost 
personal  energy  that  they  were  able  to  procure  the  most  essential  medicines.  I 
heard  much  complaint  from  regimental  and  company  commanders  during  our 
stay  in  the  trenches.  The  surgeons  did  all  that  men  could  do,  and  their  devotion 
to  the  sick  was  beyond  reproach,  but  they  had  not  the  means  to  properly  treat 
and  care  for  the  sick.  At  no  time  did  I  have  more  than  one  medical  officer  to  a 
regiment,  and  often  one  doctor  had  to  attend  two  regiments.  The  quality  of  the 
the  supplies  furnished  was  certainly  above  criticism.  I  doubt  if  anything  better 
of  the  kind  could  be  procured. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  campaign  in  Cuba  was  peculiar  in 
many  respects,  and  can  not  perhaps  be  fairly  used  as  a  basis  for  criticism  or 
suggestion  for  future  use. 

History  has  shown  that  every  expedition  to  Cuba  has  been  overtaken  by  dis- 
ease, and  it  would  seem  impossible  to  organize  and  equip  an  army  that  would 
escape  the  ravages  of  that  deadly  climate. 

Very  respectfully,  Samuel  S.  Sumner, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


COL.  JAMES  C.  BAKER,  SECOND  VIRGINIA  VOLUNTEERS. 

Reports  concerning  the  regiment. 

Headquarters  Second  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Cuba  Libre,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  September  15,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  telegram  of  Secretary  of  War,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  quality  and  quantity  of  sup- 
plies furnished  to  the  troops  under  my  command  by  the  several  staff  departments 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain  has  been  good  and  sufficient.  Any 
deficiency  in  quality  or  quantity  of  supplies  has  generally  been  attributable  to 
company  quartermaster-sergeants  or  insufficiency  of  transportation  facilities. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  C.  Baker, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


BRIG.  GEN.  ROBERT   H.   HALL,  SECOND  DIVISION,  FOURTH   ARMY 

CORPS. 

Inclosing  reports  of  commanding  officers  concerning  supplies  furnished  by  the 

several  staff  departments. 

Headquarters  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  16,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  communications  from  your 
office  of  the  7th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  reports  of  com- 
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manders  of  the  Second  and  Third  brigades  relative  to  supplies  furnished  the 
troops  by  the  several  staff  departments. 

Having  been  but  a  short  time  in  command  of  the  division  I  have  nothing  to  add 
to  my  report  as  brigade  commander. 
Reports  from  regimental  commanders  have  not  yet  been  received. 
Very  respectfully, 

Robt.  H.  Hall, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 

Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  10,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  the  7th  instant  from  the  headquarters 
of  the  division,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  as  to  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  supplies  furnished  the  troops  of  this  command  by  the  several  staff  departments 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain. 

Quartermaster's  Department. — While  the  brigade  was  encamped  at  Port  Tampa 
City,  Fla.,  June  5  till  July  30,  great  difficulty  was  habitually  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing clothing  and  camp  equipage.  Axes,  picks,  and  shovels  could  not  be  procured. 
No  wagon  tongues,  reaches,  hounds,  etc.,  could  be  obtained  for  the  repair  of 
wagons  broken  in  service,  some  of  which,  for  this  reason,  standing  idle  for  more 
than  a  month.  During  the  same  period  many  mules  were  suffering  for  want  of 
proper  medicines  which  could  not  be  obtained.  The  tentage  issued  was  of  poor 
quality,  and  would  not  protect  men  during  hard  rain.  The  clothing  issued,  par- 
ticularly the  shoes,  was  very  inferior.  At  no  time  while  the  brigade  was  at  this 
encampment  was  any  requisition  on  the  Quartermaster's  Department  completely 
filled. 

While  at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  July  31,  till  August  26,  no  quartermaster's  depot 
was  established.  The  troops  were  greatly  in  need  of  clothing,  but  requisitions 
therefor  were  never  honored.  Of  lumber  there  seemed  to  be  an  ample  supply, 
which  was  freely  issued,  and  it  was  thus  possible  to  screen  the  sinks  and  floor 
the  men's  tents. 

The  brigade  reached  Huntsville,  Ala.,  on  the  27th  of  August.  Great  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  procuring  any  supplies  from  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment since  that  date.  Requisitions  submitted  after  proper  approval  have  not 
been  heard  from.  The  Third  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  on  the  date  of  its 
arrival,  August  27,  had  requisitions  approved  for  30,000  feet  of  lumber;  yet,  at 
the  date  of  its  departure,  on  the  8th  instant,  had  been  able  to  procure  but  6,000 
feet,  and  was  in  consequence  unable  to  floor  its  tents  or  sinks.  I  am  advised  that 
this  condition  of  things  was  not  due  to  any  scarcity  of  lumber,  but  solely  to  new 
and  unusual  rules  established  by  the  depot  quartermaster. 

For  example,  when  a  requisition  reached  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  divi- 
sion, with  the  approval  of  the  brigade  and  division  commanders,  an  order  for 
delivery  would  be  given  on  the  depot  quartermaster;  and  yet  this  latter  official 
required  a  statement  on  this  order  that  the  bearer  was  the  "  personal  representa- 
tive "  of  the  division  quartermaster — a  requirement  productive  of  no  conceivable 
good.  Further,  he  requires  the  lumber  to  be  taken  from  the  cars,  and  then  piled 
and  measured  before  being  loaded  on  wagons,  thus  causing  the  delay  of  one 
handling  of  the  lumber. 

Men  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiment  left  this  camp  for  their  armory  with  but  one 
suit  of  underclothing  and  one  pair  of  stockings  each. 

Subsistence  Department. — The  subsistence  stores  were  promptly  supplied  and 
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were  in  general  of  good  quality.  The  fresh  beef  was  excellent.  It  is  true  that 
many  complaints  were  made,  but  these  were  mainly  due  to  the  inexperience  of 
company  cooks  in  the  preparation  of  food  and  to  ignorance  of  their  duties  on  the 
part  of  regimental  commissary  officers.  While  at  Port  Tampa  City  the  troops  of 
this  brigade  were  for  five  days,  early  in  June,  without  fresh  beef,  although  it  was 
ready  for  delivery  within  a  half  a  mile  of  the  encampment.  Ther  egimental 
commissaries  did  not  know  how  to  procure  it. 

Ordnance  Department. — On  taking  command  of  the  brigade  at  Port  Tampa  City, 
on  June  5,  many  deficiencies  were  found  in  the  ordnance  equipment.  Properly 
approved  requisitions  for  the  needed  stores  were  at  once  submitted  by  the  acting 
ordnance  officers  of  regiments,  but  there  was  great  delay  in  the  issues  by  the  depot 
ordnance  officer  at  Tampa,  even  when  peremptory  orders  had  been  given  by  the 
corps  commander  to  expedite  issues  to  this  brigade.  Indeed,  while  efforts  were 
made  to  comply  with  the  orders  of  the  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  that 
each  man  should  be  provided  with  two  cartridge  belts,  the  issue  of  the  extra  belt 
was  never  made.    No  reason  therefor  was  vouchsafed. 

From  the  5th  of  June  until  the  latter  part  of  July  the  brigade  was  under  orders 
for  immediate  embarkation  for  active  service  in  Cuba,  and  yet  it  was  not  until 
late  in  July  that  it  was  even  approximately  equipped.  The  extra  belt,  as  already 
stated,  was  even  then  not  obtained.  In  the  meantime  other  commands  not  under 
such  urgent  orders  were  receiving  stores  which  should  have  gone  to  equip  the 
many  recruits  which  came  to  the  regiments  of  this  brigade. 

Some  of  the  articles  issued  were  of  obsolete  pattern.  Some  of  the  cartridge 
belts  were  very  inferior.  Ammunition  was  from  different  manufactories,  with 
different  powder  charges  and  velocities.     No  revolvers  could  be  obtained. 

Medical  Department. — There  was  no  well-founded  complaint  made  of  any  defi- 
ciency in  the  quality  or  quantity  of  stores  issued  by  the  Medical  Department.  No 
deficiency  in  the  number  of  medical  officers  was  reported.  In  my  judgment,  the 
quartermaster  stores  were  inferior  and  the  subsistence  stores  superior  to  those 
heretofore  furnished  troops  under  my  command  in  active  service. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Robt.  H.  Hall, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Third  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Huntsville,  Ala. ,  September  10,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  Corps  Headquarters.) 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  communication  to  command- 
ing general  Fourth  Army  Corps  from  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  dated 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  7,  1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  concerning  the  quality  and  quantity  of  supplies  furnished  the  troops  of 
my  command  during  the  war  with  Spain: 

After  my  appointment  as  brigadier-general,  United  States  Volunteers,  I  was 
ordered  from  Fort  Sam  Houston,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  to  New  Orleans,  with  the 
Fifth  Cavalry.  Here  I  received  instructions  to  proceed  to  Chickamauga  for 
assignment  to  duty  in  the  Third  Corps,  and  on  May  22,  1898,  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  First  Division.  I  remained  in  this  position  until  May  30,  when  I  received 
orders  detaching  me  and  directing  me  to  proceed  with  the  Second  New  York, 
Sixty-ninth  New  York,  Fifth  Maryland,  and  First  District  of  Columbia  regiments 
to  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  report  for  duty  to  Major-General  Shafter.  On  my  arrival 
these  troops  formed  a  part  of  a  provisional  division  which  was  attached  to  the 
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Fifth  Corps,  the  intention  being  to  have  it  form  a  portion  of  the  forces  destined  for 
operation  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second 
Brigade  of  this  division.  On  account  of  a  lack  of  transportation,  the  division 
did  not  go  with  Shatter's  expedition,  and  on  the  13th  of  June  was  incorporated 
with  the  Fourth  Corps  as  the  Second  Division.  On  July  10,  1898,  I  was  relieved 
from  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps.  Soon  after  July  19  the  division 
commenced  a  movement  of  most  of  the  troops  from  Tampa  to  establish  a  camp 
at  Fernandina,  Fla.,  which  was  completed  by  July  25,  1898,  comprising  the  Third 
Division,  Fourth  Corps;  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division;  the  Sixth,  Second, 
and  Third  United  States  Cavalry,  and  a  detachment  of  recruits  under  Col.  E.  M. 
Coates,  of  infantry,  the  whole  being  placed  under  my  command.  The  cavalry 
were  soon  sent  to  Montauk,  but  the  infantry  remained  at  Fernandina  until  August 
25,  1898,  when  orders  were  received  to  move  to  Huntsville. 

The  Fifth  Ohio  was  sent  to  Columbus;  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-seventh 
Indiana  to  Indianapolis;  the  Second  New  York  to  Troy,  N.  Y.;  the  First  Ohio  to 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  Coates's  recruits  to  Montauk.  The  remainder  of  the  regi- 
ments were  transferred  by  rail  to  Huntsville,  the  movement  being  completed  by 
September  11,  1898. 

My  experience,  therefore,  covers  from  May  22  to  May  30,  at  Chickamauga; 
June  2  to  July  20,  at  Tampa;  July  20  to  September  1,  at  Fernandina,  and  from 
September  3  to  date,  at  Huntsville,  with  the  command  as  stated. 

Clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage.— At  Chickamauga:  Most  of  the  regiments 
arrived  wanting  clothing  and  general  supplies,  and  but  few  were  properly  supplied 
with  tentage.  Requisitions  were  made  out  at  once  in  each  organization,  and  tre- 
mendous pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the 
needed  supplies.  Each  regiment  drew  direct  from  the  depot,  and  every  issue  was 
made  either  by  Captain  McCarthy  for  quartermaster's  property  or  by  Captain 
Zalinsky  for  camp  and  garrison  equipage  and  clothing.  Col.  J .  G.  C.  Lee,  the  chief 
quartermaster,  received  and  personally  revised  every  requisition ,  and  had  a  task  suf- 
ficient to  break  down  an  ordinary  man.  It  struck  me  that  the  system  was  wrong  in 
permitting  the  regiments  to  make  requisitions  direct  upon  the  depot  instead  of 
through  brigade  and  division  quartermasters,  but  experienced  officers  for  those 
positions  were  not  on  hand,  and  there  may  have  been  no  choice  possible  under  these 
circumstances.  All  requisitions  were  cut  down  and  constant  application  was 
necessary  to  procure  even  a  small  portion  of  the  material  needed.  The  Third 
Tennessee  and  other  regiments  were  practically  without  clothing  when  they 
arrived  and  had  failed  to  get  them  when  I  left.  It  seemed  almost  impossible  to 
get  any  tentage,  but  as  this  was  not  much  more  than  a  month  after  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  these  deficiencies  at  this  time  were  not  surprising  and  were  not 
unexpected  by  those  capable  of  judging  the  situation. 

At  Tampa:  The  same  situation  was  found  to  exist  as  at  Chickamauga,  and 
crowds  of  quartermasters  endeavoring  to  obtain  clothing,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  tentage,  and  other  articles  for  their  regiments,  filled  the  depot  quarter- 
master's office,  and  their  trains  jammed  the  streets  and  made  travel  almost  impos- 
sible. Material  invoiced  to  the  depot  quartermaster  arrived  in  the  cars  and  often 
remained  many  days  at  Tampa  before  the  contents  of  the  cars  were  discovered 
and  unloaded.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  any  day  what  would  be  available  for 
issue  the  next,  and  the  representatives  of  the  different  regiments  found  it  neces- 
sary to  be  on  hand  at  all  times,  so  that  they  would  be  sure  to  get  their  share  of 
the  supplies  if  any  became  available.  In  many  cases  the  more  energetic,  push- 
ing, and  aggressive  obtained  material,  while  others,  quieter  and  less  obtrusive, 
returned  without  being  able  to  secure  anything. 

The  depot  quartermaster  was  during  a  portion  of  this  time  in  charge  of  the 
loading  of  the  transports  at  Port  Tampa,  9  miles  distant  from  Tampa,  and  the 
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result  was  that  it  became  difficult  to  find  him  at  his  office  when  officers  desired  to 
transact  important  business  with  him.  It  was  simply  a  case  of  too  much  busi- 
ness being  given  to  one  individual,  and  therefore  something  had  to  wait  or  be  set 
aside  for  the  time  being. 

While  we  were  at  Tampa  the  regiments  were  increased  by  the  addition  of  over 
300  or  more  each,  after  the  second  call  by  the  President  for  volunteers,  and  a  strug- 
gle ensued  to  obtain  supplies  for  these  men.  It  was  not  until  about  the  time  that 
the  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  was  ordered  to  Fernandina  that  the  command 
was  equipped  with  all  that  was  needed.  It  was  equipped  with  all  that  was 
needed  excepting  tents,  and  in  this  respect  the  Quartermaster's  Department  utterly 
failed  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it.  Many  of  the  regiments  were  equipped  by 
their  States  with  canvas  that  had  been  in  use  a  long  time  and  was  really  in  an 
unserviceable  condition  and  which  failed  to  keep  the  rain  from  beating  through. 
No  new  tentage  could  be  obtained  to  replace  this,  and  no  tents  could  be  or  were 
procured,  that  I  know  of,  to  cover  the  recruits  that  joined  the  regiments  after  the 
second  call.  These  men  were  compelled  to  live  in  shelter  tents  exposed  to  the 
torrid  heat  of  the  sun  at  Tampa  and  Fernandina,  and  also  to  the  driving  rains 
that  frequently  occur.  How  many  fevers  resulted  from  this  state  of  affairs  I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining,  but  it  is  extremely  probable  that  it  had  its  full 
share  as  a  cause  in  the  sickness  and  disease  that  infected  the  camps  at  Tampa. 

At  Fernandina:  The  troops  remained  about  a  month  with  the  same  equipment 
and  clothing  brought  from  Tampa,  as  no  stores  for  general  issue  were  shipped 
there. 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. — At  all  points  there  was  great  delay  in  obtaining 
the  necessary  equipment  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Some  of  the  regiments 
arrived  at  Chickamauga  without  rifles,  but  none  obtained  any  in  the  First  Divi- 
sion, Third  Corps;  during  the  time  that  I  was  with  it  until,  just  before  I  left  for 
Tampa,  new  rifles  were  issued  to  the  Fifth  Maryland. 

At  Tampa  the  same  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  Springfield  rifles, 
accouterments,  canteens,  meat  cans,  etc.,  as  was  met  with  in  the  dealings  with 
the  Quartermaster's  Department.  How  much  of  this  delay  was  due  to  congested 
condition  of  the  railroads  and  how  much  to  the  Ordnance  Department  I  do  not 
pretend  to  say,  but  a  long  time  elapsed  before  the  regiments  could  be  reported 
as  fully  equipped. 

One  regulation  of  the  Ordnance  Department  seemed  to  be  vexatious  in  time  of 
war,  and  that  was  that  no  regiment  could  obtain  rifles  excepting  for  the  men 
actually  with  it  at  the  time  or  belonging  to  it.  Colonels  knew  that  300  men  were 
coming  in  as  recruits  and  were  anxious  to  have  rifles  ready  for  them,  but  this 
could  not  be  done,  and  they  were  obliged  in  many  instances  to  wait  a  long  period 
before  the  rifles  could  be  obtained.  The  ordnance  officer  did  not,  in  all  prob- 
ability, make  his  requisition  on  the  Ordnance  Department  at  Washington  until 
he  could  state  that  the  recruits  for  whom  the  guns  were  wanted  were  actually 
present  in  camp. 

Subsistence  Department. — As  far  as  my  observation  went,  this  department  per- 
formed its  duty  in  an  exceedingly  creditable  manner.  In  spite  of  the  much  talked 
of  excuse  of  the  congestion  of  railroads  on  the  part  of  others,  the  Subsistence 
Department  never  failed  while  my  command  was  at  Chickamauga  and  Tampa 
in  furnishing  rations,  which  were  generally  in  excellent  condition,  up  to  the 
full  allowance  due  the  men.  The  only  exception  to  be  made  to  this  was  in  the 
case  of  potatoes,  which  decayed  and  rotted  in  considerable  quantities,  due  to 
climatic  influences,  the  same  condition  affecting  in  some  instances  the  bacon. 

The  Medical  Department.— In  the  attempt  to  form  a  division  hospital  for  the 
First  Division,  Third  Corps,  at  Chickamauga,  the  chief  surgeon  found  it  impos- 
sible to  obtain  the  medical  supplies  that  he  required.  As  this  was  about  the  25th 
of  May,  and  soon  after  the  declaration  of  war,  I  did  not  consider  this  state  of 
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affairs  as  remarkable,  as  no  more  preparation  existed  in  the  Medical  Department 
than  in  the  other  bureaus.  Congress  had  never  voted  the  money  to  provide  for 
it.  At  Tampa  the  division  hospitals  were  organized,  and  cared  for  all  the  cases 
turned  over  to  them  until,  finally,  the  troops  were  moved  to  Fernandina  to  estab- 
lish a  camp  there  to  escape  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  which  seemed  to  threaten 
them  at  Tampa.  Soon  after  the  troops  settled  in  the  former  place  numbers  began 
to  be  reported  sick  in  all  of  the  regiments,  and  the  surgeons  were  confronted  with 
a  situation  that  had  not  been  foreseen  or  expected.  On  notification  of  the  wants 
at  Fernandina  supplies  were  shipped  from  every  point,  and  although  there  was 
difficulty  at  first  in  caring  for  the  hundreds  of  typhoid  and  malarial  fever  cases 
in  a  proper  manner,  still  everything  was  done  for  them  that  was  possible  under 
the  circumstances  in  the  division  hospital  and  regimental  hospitals.  The  former 
soon  extended  to  accommodate  190  patients.  The  St.  Joseph's  Convent  and  other 
buildings  were  placed  at  our  disposal  in  the  town  of  Fernandina,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  sick  were  being  taken  care  of  in  a  comfortable  manner  and  were  given 
all  of  the  attention  possible.  This  was  done  with  a  hospital  corps  of  green  and 
untrained  as  nurses  and  with  surgeons  who  were  unaccustomed  to  army  methods 
and  requirements.  Many  of  these  men  became  sick  from  overfatigue  and  hard 
work,  and  they  deserve  unstinted  credit  for  their  labors  in  this  cause.  Three 
hospital  trains  carried  about  400  sick  to  general  hospitals,  and  the  steamship 
Olivette  was  sent  to  take  others  away  to  Philadelphia,  but  she  unfortunately  sunk 
at  her  moorings  while  in  quarantine,  and  we  were  deprived  of  her  services. 
Finally  Surg.  W.  F.  Carter,  United  States  Army,  was  sent  to  take  the  field  hos- 
pital, the  regimental  surgeons  were  relieved  by  contract  physicians,  numbers  of 
female  nurses  joined  to  nurse  the  sick,  and  the  trying  situation  was  over.  The 
chief  surgeon  of  the  corps  and  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  furnished  every- 
thing that  was  asked  of  them,  and  I  do  not  see  that  the  Medical  Department 
failed  in  doing  all  that  could  be  expected. 

Very  respectfully,  L.  H.  Carpenter, 

Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps, 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala. ,  September  2J/.,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

General:  In  compliance  with  circular  letter  dated  Washington,  D.  C,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  joined  my  regiment  May  13,  1898,  at 
Tampa,  Fla. ,  was  appointed  brigadier-general  of  volunteers  and  assigned,  June  10, 
to  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division.  Fourth  Army  Corps;  temporarily  in  com- 
mand of  the  Third  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  upon  the  relief  of  Gen.  Guy  V. 
Henry,  United  States  Volunteers,  until  the  assignment  thereto  of  General  Car- 
penter, when  I  reverted  back  to  the  command  of  the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division, 
Fourth  Army  Corps.  While  in  command  of  the  division  special  orders  were 
issued  by  higher  authority  for  the  immediate  equipment  of  the  division  for  active 
service,  and  such  supplies  as  were  available  were  furnished. 

The  division  hospital  had  not  yet  been  organized,  the  preliminary  steps  for  its 
organization  only  being  taken.  This  left  to  regiments  the  supply  of  medical  stores 
brought  to  the  field,  and  were  abundant  for  all  wants,  as  was  the  tentage  generally 
for  regimental  hospital  purposes.  Less  friction  and  complaint  existed  for  want 
of  stores  than  afterwards  when  the  division  hospital  had  been  established  and 
these  stores  and  supplies  were  taken  for  the  division  hospital,  and  in  a  great  meas- 
ure to  the  inexperience  of  medical  officers  in  not  knowing  how  to  replace  the 
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supplies  taken  from  them.  That  the  supply  in  store  was  sufficient  for  all  require- 
ments I  have  no  doubt,  but  frequent  requisitions  were  returned  unfilled,  and 
medical  officers  reported  that  they  had  supplied  the  needed  drugs  by  purchase 
from  their  own  means. 

In  my  own  regiment  (Fifth  Corps)  medical  supplies  and  tentage  were  abundant, 
as  these  were  brought  to  the  field  by  the  medical  officer  attached  to  the  regiment; 
but  on  the  establishment  of  the  division  hospital  a  scarcity  of  needed  drugs  and 
medical  necessities  was  noted.  Too  brief  a  time  elasped  to  attempt  to  replace 
them,  as  the  regiment  shortly  after  was  moved  aboard  the  transports  for  the 
campaign. 

Quartermaster  supplies. — At  first  a  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  procur- 
ing supplies,  especially  clothing,  and  this  applies  to  the  regiment  also.  I  remem- 
ber the  difficulty  of  company  officers  in  having  their  requisitions  filled,  but  all 
knew  that  the  supplies  were  in  cars  on  the  track,  and  in  time  this  defect  would  be 
remedied,  as  it  was  under  the  able  management  of  Major  Bellinger,  of  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department. 

Subsistence  stores. — The  supplies  furnished  my  regiment  during  the  time  I  was 
in  command  at  Tampa  Heights  were  ample,  and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  that 
they  lived  as  well  as  at  any  previous  time  in  the  field.  Inquiry  into  the  messing 
arrangements  and  supplies  was  met  by  the  remark  of  the  different  company 
commanders  that  they  lived  as  well  as  in  barracks.  At  the  home  station  we 
have  the  consolidated  mess. 

In  the  volunteer  regiments  frequent  complaints  were  made  of  scarcity  of  food 
and  the  quality  issued.  Frequent  investigation  into  all  these  complaints  satisfied 
me  that  while  there  might  at  times  have  been  a  scarcity,  it  was  due  wholly  to  the 
messing  of  unauthorized  persons  who  consumed  the  rations  of  the  soldiers. 
Their  regimental  commissary  officers  at  times  drew  "  short,"  as  they  termed  it, 
to  make  up  for  overissues.  At  times  there  was  a  shortage  of  potatoes,  by  reason 
of  a  shipment  decaying,  but  this  was  liable  to  occur  even  at  the  home  stations, 
so  I  regarded  this  complaint  as  groundless.  So  far  as  the  substantial  part  of  the 
ration  was  concerned  it  was  always  ample  for  the  purpose,  and  the  beef  was 
always  of  the  very  best.  The  complaints  as  to  the  men  going  hungry  is  "  all  rot." 
Very  respectfully, 

Jacob  Kline, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division, 

Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  12,  1898. 
Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  of  September  7,  1898,  Adjutant-General's 
Office,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  subsistence  stores  issued  to  my  brigade  have  been 
uniformly  good  and  of  sufficient  quantity.  More  instructions  and  experience  in 
methods  of  preparing  food  and  caring  for  it  in  camp  would  have  removed  most 
of  the  causes  for  complaint.  It  requires  time  to  educate  a  good  army  cook. 
I  believe,  with  experienced  troops,  rations  should  be  issued  for  periods  not  to 
exceed  five  days,  and  would  result  in  much  less  loss  to  the  troops. 

Requisitions  for  clothing  and  camp  equipage  have  not  always  been  promptly 
filled,  but  believe  the  delays  have  to  a  large  extent  been  unavoidable  on  account 
of  the  difficulties  attending  the  outfitting  of  so  large  a  body  of  men  as  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  called  upon  to  supply  in  so  short  a  time. 
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Medical  officers  have  complained  of  overwork,  from  the  fact  that  they  have 
been  taken  from  their  regiments  and  sent  to  the  hospitals  for  duty.  I  believe 
three  surgeons  are  able  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  regiment,  but  that  they  should 
not  be  taken  from  their  regiments  for  hospital  service. 

There  has  been  much  complaint  regarding  hospital  supplies  being  inadequate, 
and  of  the  food  being  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  sick,  but 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  neglect  of  the  sick. 

My  war  service  having  been  in  the  Confederate  Army,  can  report  that  the 
Confederate  soldiers  cheerfully  and  uncomplainingly  bore  privations  far  greater 
than  any  that  have  come  to  troops  in  the  present  war;  but  troops  in  camp  have 
always  been  known  to  be  greater  fault-finders  than  a  fighting  or  maneuvering 
army. 

Respectfully,  Jas.  Rush  Lincoln, 

Brigadier-General  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Wheeler,  Hunlsville,  Ala. ,  September  28,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  military  channels.) 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  instructions  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  7th 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  reports  of  the  major  and  surgeon,  quarter- 
master, and  acting  commissary  of  my  command,  as  to  the  quality  and  quantity  of 
supplies  furnished  by  the  several  staff  departments  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
with  Spain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Duffy, 
Colonel  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Commanding. 


Quartermaster's  Department, 
Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  21,  1898. 

Replying  to  request  of  the  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army,  for  informa- 
tion embodying  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  would  state  that  this  regiment 
was  equipped  by  the  State  of  New  York  at  Camp  Black,  Long  Island,  with  trou- 
sers, blouses,  campaign  hats,  leggings,  ponchos,  and  blankets;  no  underclothes. 
The  condition  of  these  articles  was  fair;  probably  50  per  cent  of  these  articles  had 
seen  service  in  armory,  outdoor  rifle  practice,  and  at  State  camp. 

The  regiment  was  only  one  week  at  Chickamauga,  and  the  quartermaster  was 
able  to  secure  some  underclothes  while  there,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  move,  the  balance  of  the  requisition  had  to  be  filled  at  Tampa. 

At  Tampa,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  troops  there  and  small  storerooms.of 
the  depot  quartermaster  for  issuing  articles,  considerable  delay  was  experienced 
in  getting  this  regiment  properly  equipped.  Clothing  of  every  description  was 
issued  to  the  regiment  in  small  quantities,  but  requisitions  were  finally  filled 
almost  complete.  The  quality  of  shoes  issued  at  Tampa  was  very  poor,  as  was 
also  the  quality  of  the  dark  blue  shirts.  The  dark  blue  trousers  issued  to  the  regi- 
ment there  were  of  the  poorest  texture  and  not  serviceable  for  field  use.  Requi- 
sitions for  tentage  could  not  be  filled  at  Tampa,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
regiment  had  recruited  from  980  to  1,226  men  this  left  about  260  recruits  who 
were  compelled  to  sleep  in  shelter  tents  at  Tampa  and  at  Fernandina. 

At  Fernandina  there  was  no  depot  quartermaster  and  no  stores  on  hand. 
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At  Htmtsville  the  regiment  received  100  common  tents,  so  that  all  the  men  were 
able  to  sleep  in  their  tents.  The  requisition  for  clothing  is  now  about  to  be  par- 
tially filled  by  the  depot  quartermaster. 

Respectfully  submitted,  James  M.  Cronin, 

Captain  and  Regimental  Quartermaster, 

Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Medical  Department, 
Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 

Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  20,  1898. 

In  compliance  to  the  Adjutant- General's  request  of  September  7th,  instant, 
regarding  the  quantity  and  quality  of  food,  the  number  of  medical  officers  present, 
and  the  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  stores,  etc.,  issued  to  this  regiment  since 
the  beginning  of  the  war  with  Spain,  the  following  report  is  respectfully  submitted: 

At  Camp  Black. a  full  complement  of  surgeons  was  present.  The  medical  sup- 
plies consisted  of  a  medical  chest  furnished  us  by  New  York  State.  It  was  com- 
pletely filled  with  drugs,  and  proved  sufficient  to  the  demands  and  was  everything 
that  could  be  desired.     Food  supply  was  good. 

At  Chickamauga  (where  we  were  encamped  nearly  a  week)  a  full  complement 
of  surgeons  was  present.  The  medical  supplies  were  sufficient.  The  food  sup- 
plies inadequate;  bacon,  beans,  hard-tack,  and  coffee  were  the  only  articles  fur- 
nished. 

En  route  from  Chickamauga  to  Tampa  the  traveling  rations  issued  were  not 
sufficient  for  the  men,  the  time  taken  to  travel  this  route  being  one  and  one-half 
days  longer  than  anticipated. 

At  Tampa  there  were  only  two  surgeons  on  duty  (the  major-surgeon  being 
relieved  from  duty  under  charges) .  The  first  assistant  with  the  regiment  and 
the  junior  assistant  for  three  weeks  on  duty  in  New  York  City  conducting 
recruiting  examinations.  The  medical  supplies  were  inadequate  part  of  the 
time;  after  a  while  we  received  two  medical  chests,  which  helped  matters  con- 
siderably. The  food  in  quantity  and  quality  was  considerably  improved,  fresh 
meat  forming  a  part  of  the  daily  rations. 

At  Fernandina  there  were  only  two  surgeons  present  until  August  16,  when  a 
junior  assistant  arrived.  The  medical  supplies,  owing  to  the  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever  and  malaria,  were  very  inadequate — the  demand  exceeded  the  supply  fur- 
nished.    The  food  supply  was  very  good. 

At  Huntsville  the  full  complement  of  surgeons  was  present.  The  medical  sup- 
plies and  medical  stores  are  perfect,  all  things  being  procurable,  and  all  med- 
ical stores  and  sundries — i.  e.,  cots,  nightshirts,  bedpans,  sheets,  pillows,  etc, — 
were  procured.  Heretofore,  those  were  purchased  by  the  regiment  out  of  the 
regimental  fund. 

Francis  L.  Oswald, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Commissary  Department, 
Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  21,  1898. 
In  reply  to  the  request  of  the  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army,  for  infor- 
mation embodying  the  commissary  department,  would  state  that  this  regiment 
had  excellent  food  in  abundance  at  Camp  Black. 

The  regiment  was  about  eighteen  hours  late  in  arriving  at  Chickamauga  from 
Camp  Black,  and  commissary  had  to  issue  some  field  rations  to  complete  the  trip. 
7833 33 
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At  Chickamauga  the  regiment  had  a  full  supply  of  field  rations,  and  the  commis- 
sary was  not  able  to  draw  any  fresh  meat  for  the  men  until  the  last  two  days  of 
stay  at  this  camp.  No  fresh  bread  was  to  be  had,  and  no  flour  was  included  in 
field  rations;  consequently  the  men  had  to  eat  hard  bread. 

Considerable  delay  was  experienced  in  the  trip  from  Chickamauga  +o  Tampa, 
and  in  consequence  the  travel  rations  were  consumed  and  the  commissary  was 
obliged  to  issue  field  rations  to  complete  the  trip.  At  Tampa  there  were  some 
issues  of  bacon  that  were  "maggoty"  and  were  condemned  by  the  surgeons  as 
unfit  to  eat;  also  several  issues  of  potatoes  that  were  condemned,  and  it  seemed 
as  though  they  could  not  furnish  good  potatoes  at  this  camp.  Flour  was  issued 
here  and  the  men  were  able  to  have  fresh  bread  daily.  There  was  an  issue  of 
fresh  meat  every  day. 

At  Fernandina  the  regiment  had  an  issue  of  fresh  meat  every  day  and  had  a 
regimental  bakery,  so  that  men  were  furnished  with  fresh  bread.  The  issues  to 
the  regimental  commissary  were  satisfactory,  with  the  exception  of  two  issues  of 
bacon,  which  were  condemned  by  the  surgeons. 

At  Huntsville  everything  is  satisfactory;  quality  of  issues  so  far  is  good. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  J.  Glynn, 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Commissary, 

Sixty-ninth  Neiv  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Hdqrs.  Provisional  Cavalry  Brigade,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  13,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Huntsville,  Ala. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
dated  September  7,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. — None  estimated  for. 
Subsistence  department. — Furnished  all  supplies  needed,  in  good  quality. 
Quartermaster's  department. — Except  fuel  and  forage,  practically  no  requisi- 
tions have  been  filled.    Stationery,  clothing,  horseshoes,  and  nails  much  needed, 
and  none  supplied  on  requisitions  forwarded. 
Medical  department. — Entirely  satisfactory. 

Attention  invited  to  reports  of  commanding  officers  Fifth  United  States  Cav- 
alry and  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  herewith  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

S.  M.  Whitside, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Fifth  United  States  Cavalry, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  18,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Army  Corps. 

(Through  headquarters  Provisional  Cavalry  Brigade.) 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
dated  September  7,  1898, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.— There  was  difficulty  in  equipping  the  regiment 
promptly.  On  August  8,  upon  receipt  of  an  invoice  of  revolvers,  the  regiment 
was  practically  equipped.  A  certain  number  of  smaller  parts  were  not  received 
at  any  time.  There  were  no  belts  (cavalry)  received  at  all  during  the  war.  The 
only  belts  that  could  be  obtained  were  infantry  belts.     About  500  belts  of  very 
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inferior  pattern  and  quality  were  received.  A  few  saddles,  made  by  some  con- 
tractor, were  inferior.  With  these  exceptions  the  quality  of  the  ordnance  stores 
was  up  to  the  usual  standard  of  excellence. 

Subsistence  department. — The  quantity  and  quality  of  subsistence  stores  were 
fully  up  to  the  standard.  There  was  no  delay  in  drawing  subsistence  stores.  The 
fresh  meat  furnished  in  Tampa  was  unusually  fine  in  quality. 

Quartermaster's  department. — There  ^  ere  delays  in  procuring  clothing  and  camp 
and  garrison  equipment.  Only  small  requsitions  were  honored,  necessitating  a 
continual  daily  drawing  of  a  small  number  of  stores.  The  quality  of  the  blue 
clothing  has  been  good.  Dark-blue  trousers  (dismounted)  were  issued  to  cavalry 
troops  because  no  mounted  made  trousers  could  be  procured.  Certain  blue  flan- 
nel shirts  issued  were  of  inferior  quality,  but  there  was  not  a  great  number. 
Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  procuring  tentage  while  at  Tampa.  Men  were 
exposed  to  continual  storms  in  shelter  tents. 

The  horses  supplied  to  the  regiment  were  very  good. 

The  regimental  transportation  was  good. 

Since  the  arrival  at  Huntsville,  with  the  exception  of  forage  or  fuel,  apparently 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  stationery  or  clothing  has  been  obtained  up  to  date. 

Medical  department. — The  regiment  left  Texas  with  no  surgeon  and  a  very  lim- 
ited supply  of  medicines.  There  was  an  acting  assistant  surgeon  assigned  to  duty 
with  the  regiment  in  New  Orleans.  When  the  regiment  was  on  transports  Capt. 
C.  B.  Ewing,  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  reported  for  duty  on  May  24, 
and  was  made  brigade  surgeon  on  June  8.  Dr.  W.  B.  Winn,  acting  assistant 
surgeon,  joined  June  2  at  Mobile,  and  remained  on  duty  until  ordered  to  Cuba 
July  12,  leaving  the  regiment  without  any  surgeon  whatever,  with  52  sick.  Upon 
application  sick  report  was  attended  by  Dr.  Wetherill,  but  no  surgeon  was  for 
duty  in  camp  until  July  17,  when  Drs.  Donaldson  and  Jay  reported.  Dr.  Don- 
aldson was  relieved  on  July  21.  Upon  telegraphic  application  to  the  Surgeon- 
General,  Capt.  Charles  Willcox,  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  reported 
for  duty  on  July  28.  With  a  large  number  of  sick  the  regiment  was  without  a 
medical  officer  on  duty  with  it  part  of  the  time,  and  with  only  one  inexperienced 
acting  assistant  surgeon  during  a  large  part  of  the  time  in  Tampa. 

Every  surgeon  represented  that  the  medical  stores  and  medicines  were  not  ade- 
quate, and  made  almost  daily  requisitions  and  attempts  to  procure  them  without 
avail;  and  not  until  Captain  Willcox  joined  were  the  necessary  medical  supplies 
and  stores  obtained. 

Since  that  time  everything  has  been  satisfactory  in  this  department. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  M.  Whitside, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Fifth  Cavalry,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  12,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  instructions  dated  Washington,  D.  C,  September  7, 
1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

The  medical  supplies  were  as  stated  in  report  of  Maj.  Frank  E.  Bunts,  surgeon 
First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  hereto  attached. 

The  commissary  supplies  have  been  uniformly  good  in  quality  and  sufficient  in 
quantity.  I  would  state,  however,  that  the  bacon  furnished,  while  excellent,  was 
cured  for  current  use  and  not  for  storage  for  any  great  length  of  time  in  a  hot 
climate.    This  bacon  is  better  for  immediate  use,  but  becomes  soft  and  is  attacked 
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by  flies  making  maggots  if  kept  in  store  too  long  a  time  in  the  South.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  Commissary  Department  was  limited  in  its  purchase  of  large 
quantities  of  bacon  to  the  kind  already  on  the  market. 

The  clothing  was  excellent  in  quality,  but  great  difficulty  was  had  in  obtaining 
the  smaller  sizes,  as  the  contractor  seemed  to  furnish  the  full  number  of  one  size 
on  his  contract,  instead  of  proportioning  the  shipments  according  to  the  schedule 
proportions  of  sizes.  This  regiment  was  well  equipped  with  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  which  was  obtained  as  rapidly  as  any  reasonable  man  could  expect 
where  so  many  new  organizations  are  brought  to  a  rendezvous  at  about  the  same 
time.  Our  wagon  train  was  the  finest,  best  supplied  and  equipped,  best  mules, 
etc.,  of  any  I  have  seen  in  over  twenty  years'  service.  The -same  may  be  said  of 
the  mount.  This  regiment  was  at  first  supplied  with  tents  (worn)  turned  in  by 
regulars  when  they  started  to  Cuba.  Additional  new  tentage  was  drawn,  but  as 
the  new  tentage  was  destroyed  by  mildew  (due  to  packing  in  the  rain  and  shipping 
to  Florida)  I  have  no  complaint  to  offer.  All  the  tentage  leaked  all  the  time. 
This  regiment  was  better  served  in  all  the  staff  departments  than  in  my  experi- 
ence before  the  war,  excepting  in  ordnance.  Since  it  has  always  taken  many 
months  to  get  ordnance  or  ordnance  stores,  I  will  not  except  that,  even  though  some 
very  essential  things  were  asked  for  in  May  and  have  not  yet  been  received, 
and  all  shipments  of  ordnance  were  especially  noted  for  their  inaccuracy  and 
incompleteness. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  W.  Day, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry,  Commanding  Regiment. 


Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  10,  1898. 
Regimental  Adjutant,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

Camp  Wheeler. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  request  I  have  to  report  that  in  my  estimation  the  number  of 
medical  officers  with  this  regiment  since  its  muster  in  has  been  sufficient.  Medi- 
cal stores  and  medicines  while  at  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Ga.,  were  not 
sufficient  until  a  very  short  time  before  our  departure  for  Lakeland,  Fla.  The 
tentage  was  poor  and  for  a  considerable  time  insufficient.  This  regiment  was 
without  any  hospital  stewards  or  acting  stewards  from  May  9,  1898,  to  August  4, 
1893,  and  we  were  without  any  members  of  the  hospital  corps  from  May  9,  1898, 
to  June  28,  1898,  when  4  privates  were  assigned  to  this  command.  While  at 
Lakeland,  Fla.,  the  tentage  was  again  insufficient,  medicines  and  surgical  sup- 
plies were  furnished  freely,  but  hospital  furniture  was  insufficient.  The  hospital- 
corps  attendants  were  totally  insufficient  to  care  for  our  sick,  and  we  relied,  as  in 
Chickamauga,  upon  details  from  the  troops. 

At  Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  the  medical  and  surgical  stores  have  in 
all  except  minor  instances  been  ample  and  readily  obtained.     The  hospital  attend- 
ants have  again  been  inadequate  in  number. 
Very  respectfully, 

Frank  E.  Bunts, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wheeler,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  September  15, 1898. 
Adjutant-General,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  Wheeler. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  orders  of  the  War  Department,  dated  September  7, 
1898,  requiring  report  "  as  to  quality  and  quantity  of  supplies  furnished  troops  of 
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their  commands  by  the  several  staff  departments  since  the  beginning  of  the  war 
with  Spain"  and  also  "how  all  supplies  compare  with  those  heretofore  furnished 
troops  under  their  command  in  active  service,"  I  have  the  honor  to  report: 

Since  my  assignment  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Fourth  Army  Corps,  by  par.  2,  General  Orders,  No.  28,  Headquarters  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  dated  July  10,  Tampa,  Fla.,  the  medical  department  of  my  brigade  has  at 
all  times  been  well  supplied  with  medicines,  hospital  supplies  of  all  kinds,  tent- 
age,  ambulances,  and  rations.  At  this  date  the  brigade  hospital,  under  the  super- 
vision of  Maj.  E.  C.  Davis,  of  the  Second  Georgia  Infantry,  is  a  model  of  neat- 
ness and  cleanliness,  and  there  is  ample  provision  for  the  care  of  the  sick  now 
there. 

The  commissary  department,  while  at  Tampa  and  since  the  brigade  has  been  at 
Camp  Wheeler,  has  promptly  supplied  this  command  with  full  rations  of  good 
quality.  It  has  been  necessary  to  condemn  many  spoiled  rations,  especially  at 
Tampa,  but  there  have  always  been  rations  in  good  condition  with  which  to 
replace  those  condemned. 

The  supplies  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  especially  clothing,  have  been 
inadequate  to  promptly  supply  the  real  needs  of  the  brigade.  It  is  due  to  the 
department,  however,  to  state  that  the  troops  of  this  brigade  have  not  suffered  at 
any  time  for  the  lack  of  quartermaster  supplies. 

Compared  with  previous  service. — My  service  in  the  civil  war  during  1861  was 
in  the  Army  of  the  Frontier,  Department  of  Missouri. 

The  commissary  supplies  furnished  this  brigade  since  July  10  to  this  date,  com- 
pared with  those  furnished  the  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  during  1861, 
have  been  in  my  judgment  superior  in  quality,  in  larger  variety,  and  at  all  times 
the  full  ration  has  been  issued,  which  was  not  a  fact  in  1861. 

In  hospital  equipment,  medical  supplies,  and  medicine  furnished  this  brigade, 
compared  with  those  furnished  the  Army  of  the  Frontier  in  1861,  those  supplied 
my  command  since  July  10,  1898,  have  been  altogether  superior  in  quality,  char- 
acter, and  completeness. 

This  superiority  is  also  true  of   the  quartermaster  supplies  furnished  this 
brigade,  compared  with  those  furnished  the  above-mentioned  command  in  1861. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Hudson, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 


TAMPA-CUBA-PORTO  RICO. 


DOCUMENTS,  CORRESPONDENCE,  AND  OTHER  PAPERS  BEARING  ON  THE  EMBARKA- 
TION  OF  UNITED  STATES  TROOPS  AT  TAMPA,  AND  THEIR  DEBARKATION  NEAR 
SANTIAGO,  TOGETHER  WITH  GENERAL  BROOKE'S  STATEMENT  CONCERNING  HIS 
TRIP  TO  PORTO  RICO  ON  THE  U.  S.  S.  NEWARK  AND  AN  ANSWER  TO  CRITICISMS  OF 
THE  TRANSPORT  ST.  LOUIS. 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  21,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman  Commission  Appointed  by  the  President,  etc., 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith 
statement  (paper  marked  A)  showing  average  cost  of  important  items  of  clothing 
and  tentage  "prior  to  war  with  Spain"  "from  May  1  to  June  30,  1898,"  and 
"from  July  1  to  December  31,  1898." 

I  also  inclose,  as  requested  by  General  Beaver,  copy  of  instructions  (paper 
marked  B)  given  by  me  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  stores,  to  obviate  the 
congestion  at  Tampa  and  Port  Tampa,  and  to  secure  identification  of  property. 

As  bearing  upon  the  question  asked  by  Governor  Woodbury,  relative  to  the 
carrying  capacity  of  the  transports  assembled  at  Port  Tampa,  I  submit  herewith 
(paper  marked  C)  copy  of  telegram  from  the  chief  quartermaster  at  Tampa, 
reporting  the  estimated  carrying  capacity  of  transports  there.  In  addition 
thereto  the  transports  Knickerbocker 'and  Clinton  were  also  used. 

Referring  to  the  testimony  of  Colonel  Goethals  regarding  the  transportation  of 
command  which  he  accompanied  from  Newport  News,  Va.,  to  Arroyo,  Porto 
Rico,  I  beg  to  submit  statement  (paper  marked  D)  voluntarily  submitted  to  me 
by  Col.  Fred.  Bennett,  of  the  Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  whose  regiment 
had  passage  on  the  ship  at  the  same  time. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  in  testimony  given  before  the  commission  it 
was  stated  the  Quartermaster-General  had  thirty  days'  notice  to  prepare  the  camp 
at  Montauk.  I  inclose  herewith  copy  of  my  communication  (paper  marked  E)  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  that  authority  to  establish  the  camp  was  given  by 
him  on  August  2.  I  knew  nothing  about  establishment  of  such  a  camp  until  the 
day  previous  to  the  date  of  the  said  paper.  Troops  began  to  arrive  at  Montauk 
August  8  or  9. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  I,  Ludington, 

Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

(Exhibit  A  appears  on  page  3157  as  part  of  General  Ludington's  testimony.) 
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B. 

Washington,  May  20, 1898. 
Depot  Quartermaster,  St.  Louis,  Mo.: 

Frequent  complaints  are  now  reaching  this  office  as  to  unlooked  for  delays  in 
delivery  of  mules,  wagons,  harness,  etc.,  shipped  from  St.  Louis  and  Jefferson- 
ville  to  Chickamauga  and  Tampa.  You  will  take  this  matter  up  with  the  proper 
officials  of  the  roads  you  are  using  for  such  transportation  and  see  that  any  con- 
gestion resulting  in  delays  is  promptly  relieved.  Prompt  delivery  is  now  essen- 
tial to  military  operations,  and  must  be  obtained.  If  it  will  aid  matters  in  large 
shipments  by  you  to  these  points,  you  will  send  competent  and  duly  authorized 
man  along  to  see  that  the  freight  goes  through  without  delay.  Give  this  matter 
immediate  attention  and  report  action  by  wire. 

Ludington,  Quartermaster-General. 

(Send  the  above  telegram  also  to  the  depot  quartermaster,  Jeffersonville,  Ind.) 

Washington,  May  20,  1898. 
Colonel  Humphrey, 

Chief  Quartermaster,  Tampa,  Fla.: 
The  following  has  this  day  been  wired  to  St.  Louis  and  Jeffersonville: 

Frequent  complaints  are  now  reaching  this  office  as  to  unlooked  for  delays  in  delivery  of 
mules,  wagons,  harness,  etc.,  shipped  from  St.  Louis  and  Jeffersonville  to  Chickamauga  and 
Tampa.  You  will  take  this  matter  up  with  the  proper  officials  of  the  roads  you  are  using  for 
such  transportation  and  see  that  any  congestion  resulting  in  delays  is  promptly  relieved. 
Prompt  delivery  is  essential  to  military  operations,  and  must  be  obtained.  If  it  will  aid  mat- 
ters in  large  shipments  by  you  to  these  points,  you  will  send  competent  and  duly  authorized 
man  along  to  see  that  the  freight  goes  through  without  delay.  Give  this  matter  immediate 
attention  and  report  action  by  wire. 

You  will  see  that  no  congestion  occurs  preventing  delivery  of  such  freight  at 
the  Tampa  end  of  the  line. 
True  copies: 

Ludington,  Quartermaster-General. 
W.  S.  Patten,  Quartermaster. 

June  4,  1898. 
Hereafter  before  freight  for  Tampa  or  Port  Tampa  is  shipped  by  you,  you  will 
acquaint  yourself  as  to  its  ultimate  destination,  and  if  it  is  to  Port  Tampa  it 
must  be  shipped  on  through  bills  of  lading  to  that  point.  The  Secretary  of  War 
orders  that  these  shipments  to  Tampa  and  Port  Tampa  be  consigned  over  the 
Plant  System  and  the  Florida  Central  and  Peninsula  Railroad  equally. 

Ludington ,  Quartermaster-General. 

June  6, 1898. 
In  order  to  avoid  confusion  at  destination  which  now  exists,  you  are  hereby 
directed  in  making  shipments  of  stores  to  Tampa,  Chattanooga,  and  other  points, 
to  forward  in  advance  to  the  receiving  officers  complete  invoices  and  bills  of  lading. 
The  contents  of  boxes  and  packages  will  be  plainly  marked  thereon.  The  num- 
bers and  description  of  the  cars,  with  copies  of  waybills,  will  also  be  forwarded  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  obtained  from  the  railroad  company. 

Ludington,  Quartermaster-General. 

July  12, 1898. 
Hereafter  please  securely  fasten  to  door  of  each  car  of  freight  shipped  to  Tampa 
or  Port  Tampa  a  red  card  12  inches  square,  conspicuously  marked  to  show  char- 
acter of  contents  of  car  and  destination.  For  example, ' '  Ordnance  stores,  Tampa," 
"  Commissary  supplies,  Port  Tampa."  Where  an  agent  is  sent  in  charge  of  impor- 
tant shipments  he  should  carry  duplicate  bill  of  lading  with  him  and  be  directed 
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to  report  immediately  to  quartermaster  upon  arrival  at  destination.  Where 
agents  are  not  sent,  duplicate  bills  should  be  mailed  so  as  to  arrive  as  soon  as  the 
stores.     Acknowledge  receipt. 

Ludington ,  Quartermaster-General. 

The  foregoing  instructions  were  sent  to  the  shipping  officers  at  Washington, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  Jefferson ville,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  and  San  Francisco, 
and  it  is  understood  that  they  were  strictly  complied  with. 

True  copies: 

W.  S.  Patten,  Quartermaster. 


C. 

[Telegram.] 

Tampa,  Fla..  May  eo,  1898. 
Quartermasterr-General,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Your  telegram  of  19th,  regarding  carrying  capacity  of  transports  chartered,  so 
far  as  known  to  this  office,  at  Port  Tampa  are  San  Marcos,  Comal,  Alamo,  Gussie, 
Whitney,  Florida,  Olivette,  Allegheny,  Berkshire,  D.  H.  Miller;  at  New  Orleans, 
the  Orizaba,  Breakwater,  Stillwater,  Arkansas,  and  Morgan;  at  Mobile,  Mattea- 
wan  and  Fanita;  not  yet  arrived  here,  Concho,  Rio  Grande,  Leona,  Vigilangia, 
Seguranca,  Yucatan,  Seneca,  Saratoga,  Santiago,  City  of  Washington,  Manteo, 
Cherokee,  Iroquois,  and  Miami.  Captain  McKay,  who  knows  all  these  vessels, 
states  that  they  will  carry  24,900  men,  1,406  horses,  and  90  mules  or  the  same 
number  of  men;  651  horses,  and  1,165  mules.  All  ships  at  Port  Tampa  are  fitted 
out  with  stalls  and  bunks,  so  far  as  practicable.  The  Orizaba  was  fitted  out  with 
same  before  she  was  sent  to  New  Orleans.  The  other  ships  will  be  put  in  order 
for  men  and  animals  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  Have  material  ready.  Presume  your 
intention  is  to  fit  up  all  vessels  not  yet  arrived  to  carry  as  many  animals  as  prac- 
ticable. Do  you  want  bunks  for  men  put  in  the  space  left  in  each  vessel  for  ani- 
mals as  ordered  for  those  now  here? 

Humphreys. 

A  true  copy: 

C.  P.  Miller, 

Colonel,  Quartermasters  Department. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department,  Washington,  D.  C.  May  SI,  1898. 
Colonel  Humphrey,  Quartermaster,  Tampa,  Fla.: 

Your  telegram  regarding  rope  for  hoisting  apparatus  on  the  San  Marcos  received. 
The  charters,  copies  of  which  I  will  send  to  you,  require  that  the  companies  keep 
their  vessels  in  thorough  repair  and  equipment  for  transport  service,  and  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  fit  them  up  with  all  that  is  essential  for  the  proper  per- 
formance of  the  work  which  you  have  for  them  to  do.  Notice  has  gone  to  each  one 
of  the  companies  that  they  must  each  have  a  towing  hawser  aboard  each  ship,  so 
that  in  case  of  a  breakdown  they  can  be  towed  to  nearest  port,  where  repairs  can 
be  made.     A  copy  of  that  letter  will  also  be  sent  to  you  with  the  charters. 

Your  telegram  regarding  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  ships,  according  to  Captain 
McKay's  estimate,  is  a  little  disappointing,  as  I  hoped  that  the  vessels  would  carry 
at  least  30,000  men,  infantry  and  artillery,  with  the  artillery  horses.  I  understand 
that  only  one  regiment  of  cavalry  is  to  go,  and  the  Aransas,  Morgan,  Breakwater, 
and  Stillwater  have  been  fitted  to  carry  that  regiment,  and  reported  by  Colonel 
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Scully  as  all  ready.  He  reports  that  the  Orizaba  is  only  fitted  to  carry  350  men. 
He  has  been  directed  to  fit  her  up  to  carry  as  many  infantry  men  as  can  be  con- 
veniently put  upon  her. 

General  Miles  desires  that  all  the  vessels  that  arrive  in  Tampa  that  are  not  fitted 
to  carry  troops,  and  were  heretofore  arranged  for  horses,  should  have  temporary 
bunks  put  up  in  the  pens  for  stock,  so  that  the  largest  number  of  infantry  and 
artillery  possible  can  be  taken  over  on  the  first  trip  of  the  ships. 

Ludington ,  Quartermaster-General. 
True  copy: 

C.  P.  Miller, 

Colonel,  Quartermaster's  Department. 


D. 

Washington.  D.  C,  December  8, 1898, 
The  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army. 

General:  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  transportation  of  the  Third  Illinois 
from  Newport  News,  Va.,  to  Arroya,  Porto  Rico,  and  again  from  Arroya,  Porto 
Rico,  to  its  home  stations  in  Illinois  by  way  of  New  York,  was  extremely  satis- 
factory in  every  essential  particular. 

On  board  the  St.  Louis  the  quarters  of  the  troops,  though  somewhat  confined 
for  1,200  men,  were  kept  clean  by  the  men  themselves.  I  made  daily  inspections 
of  the  troop  quarters,  and  every  other  portion  of  the  ship  was  inspected  by  its 
commanding  officer,  Captain  Goodrich,  and  wherever,  in  the  troop  quarters, 
cracker  crumbs  or  other  slight  manifestations  of  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
soldiers  were  found  disciplinary  corrections  were  made. 

Besides  the  regiment  the  St.  Louis  carried  General  Brooke  and  staff,  the  men  of 
the  postal  service  going  to  Porto  Rico,  the  Porto  Rican  junta  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Sutton,  and  other  passengers  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  and  newspaper  corre- 
spondents. 

There  were  46  officers  of  the  Third  Illinois  on  board  the  St.  Louis,  who  ate  at 
the  table  furnished  by  the  steamer,  paying  for  such  service  $1.50  per  day.  No 
complaints  were  made  by  the  officers  of  the  Third  Illinois  of  a  lack  of  quality  or 
quantity  of  the  food  furnished  them. 

The  return  trip  from  Porto  Rico  was  begun  on  the  2d  of  November  last  upon 
the  Roumanian,  Capt.  W.  M.  Wrigley,  of  your  department,  in  charge  of  the  ves- 
sel, and  Captain  Walcott  its  navigating  officer.  The  regiment  broke  camp, 
marched  5  miles,  and  loaded  on  board  the  transport  in  twenty  hours.  We  had  in 
all  986  enlisted  men  and  41  officers  on  the  return  trip.  This  ship  was  provided 
with  hammocks  upon  the  troop  deck,  which  added  very  much  to  the  comfort  of 
the  men.  The  galleys  of  the  ship  were  used  for  cooking  one  hot  meal  daily  for 
the  troops.  This  facility  added  much  to  their  comfort.  There  was  also  impro- 
vised a  steam  pipe  for  heating  soups  and  other  delicacies  for  the  22  sick  men  we 
had  on  board.  This  was  a  very  cheap  contrivance  which,  if  multiplied  by  14, 
would  supply  the  messes  of  a  regiment  with  means  for  heating  food  with  very 
little  annoyance  to  any  ship,  and  at  slight  cost.  The  trip  was  made  in  six  days, 
arriving  at  New  York  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  November. 

It  was  with  pleasure  that  I  observed,  as  the  ship  entered  the  pier,  the  Meigs,  of 
your  department,  coming  alongside  with  the  boxed-up  overcoats  and  caps  belong- 
ing to  the  Third  Illinois  that  were  left  at  Chickamauga  in  July  last,  also  the  issue 
of  clothing  furnished  upon  requisitions  made  by  cable  from  Porto  Rico,  supply- 
ing the  entire  command  with  winter  underwear  and  such  additional  undercloth- 
ing as  their  necessities  required.    The  railway  transportation  supplied  by  the 
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New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  was  in  all  its  details  satisfactory  to  the  home 
stations  in  Illinois  of  every  company  of  the  command. 

I  have  but  words  of  commendation  for  Captain  Goodrich,  of  the  St.  Louis,  and 
Captains  Wrigley  and  Walcott,  of  the  Roumanian. 

I  have  observed  the  press  reports  of  the  testimony  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goe- 
thals,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  who  was,  at  the  time  of  our  passage  on  the  St.  Louis, 
a  member  of  General  Brooke's  staff.  If  the  testimony  was  correctly  reported  in 
the  newspapers,  it  was  unjust  and  untrue  both  by  inference  and  in  fact.  The 
staterooms  were  kept  clean,  and  as  to  the  quarters  occupied  by  the  officers  of  the 
Third  Illinois,  the  bedding  was  satisfactory.  The  only  complaint  that  I  received 
from  Captain  Goodrich  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  staterooms  was 
the  tendency  to  litter  and  leave  in  an  untidy  manner  those  occupied  by  staff  offi- 
cers on  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship.  Captain  Goodrich  made  a  personal  com- 
plaint to  me  about  this  condition,  which  I  observed  myself,  but  had  no  authority 
to  remedy. 

I  say  these  things  because  I  think  you  ought  to  know  them,  and  to  place  myself 
upon  record  at  this  time  in  opposition  to  the  foolish  and  unnecessary  complaints 
made  in  reference  to  transportation. 

Very  respectfully,  Fred.  Bennitt, 

Colonel,  Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  22, 1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the 

conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  copy  of  cablegram,  which  is  self- 
explanatory,  from  Brigadier-General  Humphrey,  who  was  chief  quartermaster  of 
General  Shafter's  expedition  at  Santiago. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


[Cablegram.] 

Havana,  November  20,  1898. 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Jacobs's  evidence  before  Commission,  if  reported  correctly  that  embarkation  of 
troops  at  Port  Tampa  was  haphazard,  shows  grossest  ignorance  or  premeditated 
misrepresentation.  My  pencil  memoranda  made  then  and  there  shows  that  the 
loading  was  done  with  deliberate  care,  General  Shafter  having  given  me  timely 
information  of  the  order  in  which  organizations  broke  camp  for  embarkation. 

Humphrey,  Brigadier-General. 


On  Board  Burlington  Route,  Train  No.  2,  October  15, 1898. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

President  Commission  on  Conduct  of  the  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  General:  If  the  subject  of  debarkation  and  the  landing  of  supplies 
is  coming  before  the  commission  I  request  that  Gen.  Chas.  F.  Humphrey,  Quarter- 
master's Department,  and  his  assistant,  Captain  McKay,  be  called  as  the  only  two 
men  that  know  all  about  the  landing  of  supplies  from  beginning  to  end.  The 
statement  of  Mr.  Hill,  of  the  Navy,  is  incorrect,  and  their  testimony  will  make  it  j 
clear  that  while  we  were  badly  off  for  lighters  we  were  not,  as  he  says,  reduced  to] 
one,  and,  furthermore,  it  will  show  that  the  Navy  had  nothing  to  do  with  land-i 
ing  subsistence  supplies,  though  they  did,  as  was  their  duty,  aid  us  greatly  in 
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landing  troops;  in  fact,  without  their  help,  which  had  been  expected  from  the 
first,  the  landing  would  have  been  very  difficult  and  very  slow  compared  to  what 
it  was. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  R.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Galveston,  Tex.,  October  11,  1898. 
To  the  honorable  Commissioners  War  Investigation,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  With  regard  to  matter  pertaining  to  the  landing  of  troops  and 
supplies  in  general,  I  was  one  that  was  there  from  the  first  to  the  last  of  General 
Shafter's  campaign  in  the  province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Was  master  of  the  lighter  Laura,  the  only  lighter  of  any  account  for  such  work 
that  was  there  up  to  the  time  we  got  into  Santiago,  and  the  Laura  landed  nearly 
all  supplies  that  were  landed  at  Siboney — that  is,  commissary  stores.  Will  state 
that  after  the  first  two  days  I  am  sure  there  was  plenty  of  everything  landed. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  confusion  in  getting  the  different  kinds  of  rations 
required  from  day  to  day,  and  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  It  was  a  hard  matter  to  get  the  masters  of  some  of  the  transports  to 
place  their  vessels  in  position  to  be  lightered. 

Second.  There  was  considerable  confusion  caused  by  the  invoices  of  the  dif- 
ferent transports  not  being  correct,  caused  by  having  their  cargoes  transferred 
before  leaving  the  United  States,  having  often  to  go  to  three  and  four  different 
transports  to  get  what  was  supposed  to  be,  by  the  invoices,  on  the  first  one. 

Third.  It  was  a  very  hard  coast  to  land  anything  on;  the  surf  was  nearly 
always  running  high,  and  the  beach  in  most  parts  was  rocky.  There  was  a  great 
quantity  of  Government  property  lost  and  destroyed  in  trying  to  land  it  in  small 
boats  in  the  breakers. 

This  was  not  the  fault  of  anyone,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  I  can  positively  say, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  that  there  was  not  an  officer  down  there  that  did 
not  do  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  especially  Col.  C.  F.  Humphrey,  chief 
quartermaster-general,  and  the  old  veteran  Colonel  Weston,  chief  commissary- 
general.  They  were  certainly  "the  right  men  in  the  right  place."  And  I  will 
never  forget  Major  Hayes,  who  gave  me  great  assistance  in  landing  troops  at 
Daiquiri  and  in  landing  supplies  at  Siboney,  after  he  was  wounded. 

In  fact,  all  the  army  officers  did  their  best.  To  be  sure,  there  were  blunders 
made,  but  it  was  not  intentionally. 

It  was  a  great  mistake  there  were  not  more  lighters  there  of  the  same  class  as 
the  Laura.  But  I  do  not  think  anyone  could  be  blamed  for  that,  as  I  was  informed 
that  there  were  six  or  seven  lost  on  the  way  down,  and  one,  the  sister  boat  to  the 
Laura,  that  left  Galveston  on  May  27  in  company  with  me,  never  arrived  there 
until  some  time  after  we  got  inside  Santiago. 

I  could  say  a  great  deal  about  the  complaints  that  I  have  read  in  the  news- 
papers about  the  sending  of  our  troops  home  and  the  condition  of  the  transports, 
etc.,  but,  as  I  think  there  was  not  so  much  cause  for  complaint,  will  close. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

A.  R.  Spalding, 
Master,  Steam  Lighter  Laura. 


The  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  just  seen  a  copy  of  the  testimony  of  Capt.  James  M.  McKay, 
who  appeared  before  your  Commission  on  December  2.  In  answer  to  a  question 
from  General  Beaver  the  witness  stated,  anent  the  embarkation  at  Tampa,  "  The 
commanding  officers  had  orders  as  to  what  vessels  they  were  to  take,"  and  he 
denies  that  there  was  any  confusion  or  difficulty  in  getting  transports. 
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As  regards  the  First  Regiment  of  United  States  Volunteers,  this  statement  is 
contrary  to  the  facts,  except  so  far  as  it  tallies  with  my  testimony  before  the  com- 
mission. Colonel  Wood  was  not  informed  in  advance  as  to  what  transport  he  was 
to  take.  We  could  not  find  out  from  General  Miles  the  evening  before  when  we 
were  ordered  to  go  to  Port  Tampa.  On  the  arrival  of  the  train  in  Port  Tampa 
early  in  the  morning,  after  a  good  deal  of  hunting  around,  Colonel  Wood  and  I 
found  General  Shafter.  Colonel  Wood  asked  him  what  transport  we  were  to  take, 
and  in  my  presence  General  Shafter  answered  he  did  not  know,  and  that  we  must 
find  Colonel  Humphrey,  who  would  know.  He  told  one  of  his  staff  officers, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  Brice,to  accompany  us  on  the  hunt.  We  could  not 
find  Colonel  Humphrey  in  his  office,  nor  could  we  find  any  man  who  could  tell 
us  where  Colonel  Humphrey  was,  either  within  or  without  his  office. 

After  a  while  we  separated,  fearing  that  we  would  get  no  transport  at  all,  and 
hearing  on  all  sides  the  same  complaint  as  to  inability  to  find  what  transport  some 
particular  regiment  was  assigned  to.  After  about  an  hour,  or  an  hour  and  a  half, 
by  running  to  and  fro  on  the  quay  and  over  various  transports,  I  found  Colonel 
Humphrey,  who  told  me  he  had  just  seen  Colonel  Wood,  and  that  we  were  to  go 
on  board  the  Yucatan.  At  the  same  time  I  happened  to  hear  from  officers  of  the 
Second  Infantry  and  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  that  they,  too,  were 
assigned  to  the  Yucatan.  I  sent  Captain  Capron  to  board  her  and  hold  her,  and 
started  back  on  the  run  to  where  my  regiment  was  to  bring  it  up.  While  I  was 
getting  them  out  of  the  cars  and  arranging  for  a  detail  to  stay  with  the  baggage, 
I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Wood  to  bring  them  up  at  the  "  double,"  as  he  was 
bringing  the  Yucatan  in  and  wished  to  get  our  troops  aboard  before  any  others 
could  get  there.  It  appeared  that  he  had  taken  a  steam  launch  and  had  boarded 
the  transport  in  midstream,  Captain  Capron,  who  had  been  sent  by  me,  boarding 
her  from  another  transport  as  she  came  in. 

As  I  brought  my  men  down  I  found  the  men  of  the  Second  Infantry  drawn  up, 
and  the  men  of  the  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers  marching  down.  If  they 
had  gotten  there  ahead  of  me,  and  had  marched  on,  we  should  have  had  to  stay 
off,  but  I  took  my  men  at  the  double  up  to  where  the  vessel  was  coming  in, 
Colonel  Wood  standing  on  the  vessel,  showing  me  where  to  go,  and  we  ran  up  a 
gang  plank  from  the  dock.  The  Second  Infantry  then  came  up  on  our  right,  and 
the  Seventy-first  New  York  on  our  left.  The  Second  Infantry  told  me  they  were 
to  go  aboard,  and  directed  me  to  get  out  of  the  way,  some  officer  giving  me  the 
order  as  from  the  lieutenant-colonel.  I  answered  that  I  was  under  the  orders 
of  Colonel  Wood,  and  declined  to  get  out  of  the  way.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
talk  which  I  could  overhear  from  the  Second  Infantry  and  Seventy-first  New 
York  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  vessel,  and  were  going  to  take  it,  and  I  got 
my  men  up  compactly  around  and  behind  the  gang  plank,  with  instructions  to 
let  nobody  through  until  my  regiment  had  gone  aboard.  The  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  Second  Infantry  came  up  and  talked  to  me,  and  after  engaging  him  in 
conversation  until  the  ship  was  practically  alongside  the  dock  I  pointed  Colonel 
Wood  out  to  him.  He  and  Colonel  Wood  had  some  conversation,  each  stating 
that  his  regiment  was  to  go  aboard  the  ship,  and  some  officers  coming  from  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  stated  that  they  too  were  to  go  aboard  the  ship. 

I  never  saw  Captain  McKay,  and,  indeed,  never  heard  of  him  until  I  heard  of 
his  testimony.  Certainly  neither  he  nor  any  other  employee  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  exercised  the  slightest  supervision  of  any  kind  or  sort  over  the  act  of 
embarking  our  men,  and  if  he  was  there  he  did  not  utter  a  word  in  my  hearing. 
Meanwhile,  the  ship  was  being  made  fast.  Just  before  the  gang  plank  was  run 
up,  an  officer  of  the  Second  Infantry  came  to  me,  and  said  as  their  colonel  and 
chaplain  were  tired,  would  I  not  permit  them  to  pass  on  board,  and  I  answered, 
of  course  I  would,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  I  ordered  my  men  to  stand 
aside  and  let  the  colonel  and  chaplain  of  the  Second  Infantry  go  aboard,  before 
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my  regiment,  but  to  let  nobody  else.  My  regiment  then  went  aboard,  and,  as 
there  was  a  little  room  left,  a  portion  of  the  Second  Infantry  then  came  aboard. 
This  crowded  us  terribly,  and  some  of  the  companies  of  the  Second  were  after- 
wards taken  off.  There  was  no  room  to  allow  the  Seventy-first  people  to  come 
aboard,  and  I  so  informed  them.     They  accordingly  marched  away. 

If  I  had  not  double-quicked  my  men  down,  the  Second  Infantry  and  the 
Seventy-first  New  York  would  have  been  aboard  the  vessel,  and  it  would  have 
been  a  physical  impossibility  for  us  to  go  aboard.  We  got  aboard,  however,  by 
industriously  finding  out  what  ship  we  could  have,  without  the  slightest  aid  from 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  the  search,  and  with  great  difficulty,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  Quartermaster's  Department  had  taken  no  means  whatever  to 
provide  for  our  finding  in  some  given  place  someone  who  could  give  us  orders. 

As  to  whether  the  orders  were  issued  in  advance  I,  of  course,  know  nothing, 
but  I  do  know  they  never  reached  us,  and  we  could  not  find  the  name  of  the  ship 
from  the  general  commanding,  and  only  by  vigorously  hunting  up  Colonel 
Humphrey  got  it  at  all.  We  then  got  aboard  her  only  because  Colonel  Wood 
went  out  in  a  boat  and  took  possession  of  her,  while  I  double-quicked  the  men 
down  and  got  them  there  ahead  of  the  other  troops  who  said  they  had  been 
assigned  to  the  same  vessel.  All  our  camp  kit,  ammunition,  etc.,  was  loaded 
afterwards  by  our  own  men.  There  were  nothing  like  boats  enough  for  the  dis- 
embarkation on  board  the  Yucatan.  The  result  of  this  was  that  we  were  not 
able  to  do  more  than  land  the  men,  their  ammunition,  and  what  they  were  able 
to  carry  on  their  backs,  at  Daiquiri,  and  this  we  were  enabled  to  do  only  through 
the  assistance  of  the  Navy. 

After  the  regiment  had  marched,  the  guard  which  had  been  left  behind  was 
enabled  to  accumulate  by  degrees  the  company  mess  kit,  cooking  utensils,  sup- 
plies of  food,  etc.,  on  the  beach,  but  as  we  had  no  transportation  it  was  impossible 
to  get  them  out  to  the  regiment.  Again,  I  can  not  say  whether  sufficient  trans- 
portation was  or  was  not  on  the  island;  what  I  can  say  is  that  we  did  not  have 
any  and  could  not  get  any.  If  there  had  been  more  boats  on  the  ship  we  could 
have  landed  all  of  our  belongings  in  the  time  that  we  took  to  land  the  men.  If 
we  had  then  had  either  wagon  or  mule  trains  we  could  have  brought  our  camp 
stuff  and  food  with  us,  and  the  men  would  have  been  placed  in  far  better  trim  to 
resist  the  ravages  of  disease.  For  instance,  it  was  this  lack  of  transportation  and 
of  the  means  for  disembarkation  that  prevented  our  carrying  kettles,  so  that 
there  was  no  means  of  boiling  our  drinking  water;  and  when  there  were  hundreds 
of  pounds  of  beans  on  the  shore  I  could  only  get  them  to  the  front  by  marching 
a  detail  of  men  down  from  our  distant  camp  and  taking  them  up  on  our  backs. 
The  long  stay  on  the  crowded  hot  ship  weakened  the  men  and  undoubtedly  pre- 
disposed them  to  sickness. 

I  have  not  seen  a  copy  of  my  testimony,  which  I  asked  to  have  sent  to  me  that 
I  might  make  any  corrections  in  it.     Can  I  not  see  this  testimony? 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Theodore  Roosevelt. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  East, 
Governors  Island,  New  York  City,  December  21,  1898. 
Gen.  G-renville  Dodge, 

Chairman  War  Investigation  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  extract  taken  from  letter  of  Leon  S. 
Roudiez,  major  and  quartermaster,  United  States  Volunteers,  and  recently  regi- 
mental quartermaster  of  my  regiment,  the  First  Infantry: 

I  read  with  much  amusement  what  Jacobs  had  testified  to,  and  also  what  our  friend  "  Teddy  " 
had  to  say  about  Tampa  and  Santiago.    I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  meeting  the  wild  and 
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woolly  "Rough  Rider"  at  the  foot  of  the  gang  plank  as  he  was  about  to  embark  on  a  transport. 
His  men  had  halted  and  were  in  a  double  column  behind  him.  I  did  not  know  him  at  the  time 
and,  not  noticing  his  rank,  I  asked  for  the  officer  in  command  of  the  regiment.  He  replied  that 
Colonel  "Wood  was  somewhere,  but  not  with  the  command  at  that  particular  time,  but  that  he 
was  Colonel  Roosevelt.  He  then  introduced  me  to  Captain  Capron,  who  stood  behind  him  at  the 
head  of  his  troop.  He  stated  that  he  was  in  command  of  the  regiment  temporarily  during 
Colonel  Wood's  absence.  I  then  informed  him  that  he  was  assigned  to  the  transport  before  us 
and  that  he  could  march  on  board  at  any  time.  As  we  were  talking  Colonel  Wood  appeared 
upon  the  upper  deck  of  the  ship  and  hailed  us.  I  repeated  to  Colonel  Wood  what  I  had  said  to 
Colonel  Roosevelt,  and  went  on.  The  "Rough  Rider"  then  galloped  on  board.  There  are  a 
great  many  funny  things  testified  to  by  various  parties  who  appear  before  the  commission,  and 
I  really  don't  know  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  worry  about  their  statements  or  even  to  pay 
the  slightest  attention  to  them. 

A  true  copy: 

"Wm.  R.  Shafter, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  November  22,  1898. 
Maj.  Stephen  C.  Mills, 

Recorder  Commission  to  Investigate  Conduct  of  the  War  with  Spain, 

Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York  City. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  letters  called  for  by  a  member  of 
the  committee  during  the  course  of  my  testimony  before  it.  The  provisions  of 
the  letter,  dated  June  24,  1898,  were  complied  with  but  not  practically  carried 
out,  because  the  surgeon  never  called  for  the  wagons,  and  there  were  no  medical 
supplies  and  medical  chests  unloaded  from  the  ships,  to  my  knowledge,  until  a 
much  later  date,  with  which  to  load  them. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  instructions  dated  June  26,  1898,  all  wagons  were  utilized 
to  carry  rations  and  forage  as  therein  prescribed. 

I  also  inclose  herein  a  statement  of  the  number  of  wagons  daily  sent  to  the 
front  between  June  26  (date  first  wagons  were  forwarded)  and  July  9,  inclusive, 
when  daily  record  was  discontinued. 

The  latter  paper  is  respectfully  furnished  for  the  reason  that  the  committee 
seemed  desirous  to  be  advised  of  the  date  the  first  wagons  were  sent  to  the  front, 
and  the  subsequent  daily  record  thereof. 

This  information  I  was  unable  to  furnish  when  giving  my  testimony. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Jacobs, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

On  Board  Steamship  Seguranca, 

Off  Daiquiri,  Cuba,  June  24,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Chief  Quartermaster. 

Sir:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  take  off  and  put  up  at  once  three 
4-mule  wagons,  for  the  use  of  the  surgeon,  to  carry  medical  supplies  and  medical 
chests. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  J.  McClernand, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  W.  Jacobs, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 
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Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

On  Board  Steamship  Seguranca, 

OffSiboney,  Cuba,  June  26,  1898. 
Maj.  J.  W.  Jacobs, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Fifth  Army  Corps,  Daiquiri,  Cuba. 
Sir:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  the  wagons  unloaded  by  Colonel 
Humphrey  be  completely  fitted  out  by  you  with  the  least  possible  delay.  These 
wagons  will  be  made  up  in  trains  of  five  or  six,  and  before  being  sent  to  the  front 
will  be  loaded,  not  to  exceed  2,000  pounds,  with  rations  and  forage.  The  trains 
will  be  sent  to  General  Wheeler  for  proper  distribution  of  the  supplies  carried. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  J.  McClernand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
A  true  copy: 

J.  W.  Jacobs, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Depot  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  22,  1898. 
The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  wagons  sent  to  the  front  between 
June  26  and  July  9: 


Date. 

Wagons. 

Total 

sent 

forward 

daily. 

Total 
sent  for- 
ward not 
includ- 
ing re- 
loaded 
wagons. 

June  26 

4 

12 
19 
20 

24 

27 

10 

9 

7 

30 

35 

33 

6 

26 

4 

27 

16 

28 

35 

29 
30 

July    1 

2 

12  6-horse,  artillery  ammunition;  4  6-horse,  commissary;  4  6-horse, 
forage. 

1 4-horse,  mail;  1  4-horse,  blacksmith's  outfit;  16  4-horse,  ammuni- 
tion; 6  6-horse,  forage. 

55 
79 

97 

4 
3 

8  6-horse  and  1 4-horse,  mortars,  and  light  battery  outfit  (1  reloaded) . 

105 
112 

5 
6 

12  4-horse,  ammunition;  11  6-horse,  forage;  7  6-horse,  ammunition 

(28  reloaded). 
1  6-horse,  medical  supplies;  16  6-horse,  sandbags;  15  6-horse,  rations; 

2  6-horse,  forage;  1 4-horse,  rations  (all  reloaded). 
1 4-horse,  medical  supplies;  29  commissary,  2  to  Lieutenant  Hall,  1 

to  Captain  Belt  (29  reloaded). 
6  4-horse-  commissary  (1  reloaded) 

114 

7 
8 

118 
123 

9 

3  4-horse  and  5  6-horse,  forage;  14  4-horse  and  4  6-horse,  commissary 
(all  reloaded). 

262 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  Jacobs, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Chief  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


Navy  Department, 
Washington,  December  10, 1898. 
To  the  Chairman  Commission  to  Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the   War,  Lemon 
Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  There  is  forwarded  herewith,  for  your  information  and  such  action  as  you 
may  deem  advisable,  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  this  Department  from  the 
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commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Newark  and  of  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
Major-General  Brooke,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  clipping  from  the  New  York 
Herald  of  Monday,  December  5. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long, 

Secretary. 


U.  S.  S.  Newark, 
Navy-Yard,  New  York,  December  7,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Referring  to  the  inclosed  clipping  from  the  daily  press,  inasmuch  as  the 
statements  attributed  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Goethal  are  at  absolute  variance 
from  the  truth,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  a  copy  of  Major- General  Brooke's 
letter  to  me  on  the  subject  be  spread  upon  the  proceedings  of  the  war  investigat- 
ing committee  in  justice  to  the  naval  service  and  to  the  reputation  of  the  St. 
Louis,  and  furthermore  that  the  same  publicity  be  given  to  General  Brooke's  letter 
as  to  the  alleged  testimony  of  an  irresponsible  subordinate. 
Respectfully, 

C.  F.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  First  Army  Corps, 

Arroyo,  Porto  Rico,  August  3, 1898. 
Capt.  C.  F.  Goodrich, 

U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis. 
Captain:  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  to  you  my  gratification  at  the  com- 
plete and  comfortable  arrangements  which  were  made  on  board  your  ship  for  the 
transportation  of  my  headquarters  and  the  Third  Illinois  Infantry  from  Fortress 
Monroe  to  this  point.  The  uniform  courtesy  and  consideration  shown  by  yourself 
and  officers  will  always  be  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  this  time  of  war. 

Trusting  that  all  your  future  may  be  as  bright  and  as  pleasant  as  your  eminent 
qualities  deserve,  I  am, 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  R.  Brooke, 

Major-General. 


AMERICAN   LINE   DISCLAIMS  BLAME. 

James  A.Wright,  jr.,  resents  criticism  of  the  St.  Louis  before  war  investigating 
commission — Thinks  ventilation  good — Soldiers'  neglect  of  sanitary  regulations 
discounted  the  efforts  of  the  stewards  to  preserve  cleanliness — Food  officially 
praised. 

James  A.  Wright,  jr. ,  second  vice-president  of  the  American  Line  of  steam- 
ships, expressed  indignation  yesterday  at  the  testimony  of  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W. 
Goethal,  who  told  the  war  investigating  commission  that  the  conditions  on  board 
the  St.  Louis  were  awful  when  she  was  used  as  a  transport. 

The  officer  said  that  "  the  staterooms  were  not  cleaned,  the  bedding  was  foul, 
that  there  was  no  ventilation,  and  the  meals  were  abominable."  Mr.  Wright 
considered  that  the  manner  in  which  these  statements  were  made  was  unfair,  for 
it  gave  the  impression  that  his  company  was  to  blame. 

The  St.  Louis,  as  well  as  other  American  liners,  was  chartered  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  use  in  the  war  with  Spain.    The  St.  Louis,  on  account  of  her  great  speed, 
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was  successfully  used  as  a  scout.  Later  she  assisted  in  cutting  a  cable,  and  in  the 
latter  days  of  the  hostilities  made  trips  to  Porto  Rico  with  soldiers.  It  was  her 
condition  while  carrying  troops  to  Porto  Rico  which  Lieut.  Col.  Goethal  criticises. 

Filthy  when  returned. — "  The  St.  Louis,"  said  Mr.  Wright  yesterday,  "  was  in  a 
filthy  condition  when  she  was  returned  to  us  by  the  Government.  The  soldiers 
had  been  careless  and  sanitary  regulations  had  not  been  followed.  The  fault  does 
not  rest  with  the  American  Line.  There  was  the  usual  number  of  stewards 
aboard  in  proportion  to  the  passengers  carried.  There  was  a  force  sufficient  to 
take  care  of  the  staterooms,  but  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  those  on  board  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  the  apartments  clean.  The  company  was  obliged  to  thor- 
oughly renovate  the  vessel  and  repaint  all  the  staterooms.  The  condition  in 
which  the  vessel  was  when  returned  to  us  was  entirely  the  fault  of  the  soldiers. 

"  Suitable  bedding  was  provided,  but  it  was  in  such  a  condition  that  when  the 
vessel  left  the  service  of  the  United  States  it  was  necessary  to  burn  it  all.  The 
company  is  not  in  any  way  responsible  for  that. 

"  I  hardly  think  that  such  criticisms  are  worth  reply.  As  to  ventilation,  the 
St.  Louis  is  admirably  arranged.  By  means  of  engines  and  fans  air  is  forced  into 
every  stateroom.    Few  vessels  have  so  complete  a  system  of  ventilation. 

"  Meals  not  abominable. — As  to  the  meals,  they  were  far  from  '  abominable,'  for 
Captain  Goodrich,  the  naval  commander,  told  the  company  that  the  food  was 
excellent.  The  officers  were  provided  with  meals  by  the  company,  and  I  never 
heard  of  any  complaint.  The  food  for  the  soldiers,  and  there  were  often  several 
thousand  of  them  on  board  at  one  time,  was  furnished  by  special  arrangement. 
I  dare  say  that  there  were  few  among  so  many  who  were  dissatisfied." 

There  was  no  evidence  of  transport  days  about  the  St.  Louis  when  she  came 
into  port  yesterday  from  Southampton.    During  my  visit  an  officer  of  the  vessel 
showed  me  the  ventilating  system.    It  seems  hard  to  imagine  how  the  fresh  air 
supply  could  have  been  deficient. 
7833 34 


THE  PARROTT-TABOR  CASE. 


PAPERS— OFFICIAL  AND  UNOFFICIAL— IN  THE  MATTER  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  PRIVATE 
HUGH  PARROTT,  EIGHTH  UNITED  STATES  INFANTRY,  AND  THE  ALLEGED  INCOM- 
PETENCY AND  BRUTAL  BEHAVIOR  OF  JOS.  A.  TABOR,  ACTING  ASSISTANT  SURGEON 
ATTACHED  TO  THE  REGIMENT. 

Camp  Wikoff,  Mont  auk,  August  28,  1898. 
General  Wheeler. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  spent  the  past  two  weeks  in  this  camp  among  the  regiments 
of  the  infantry  division,  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  briefly  what  I  found  in  the  camp 
of  the  Eighth  Infantry  (regulars)  yesterday.  The  number  of  men  in  the  tents 
of  that  regiment  who  were  not  merely  weak  from  previous  illness,  but  exceed- 
ingly sick,  struck  me  as  unusually  large,  and  the  cases  of  illness  as  unusually 
severe.  In  one  tent  I  found  Private  Bouguier  (band)  suffering  intensely  from 
fever,  with  the  swelling  of  all  parts  of  the  body  of  a  certain  tropical  disease.  He 
and  his  two  tent  mates  all  said  the  doctor  had  not  seen  him  that  day,  but  had 
previously  given  him  some  quinine  pills. 

The  surgeon,  J.  A.  Tabor  (contract  doctor),  was  pointed  out  to  me,  and  I  went 
to  him  and  asked  about  the  man,  telling  him  I  thought  1  could  get  him  into  hos- 
pital through  certain  influence.     "  Oh,  that  man,"  he  said,  "  he  isn't  sick  enough 

for  hospital;  he  has ,"  naming  the  disease,  which  I  forget.     I  asked  him  to 

step  into  his  tent  with  me,  which  he  did.  The  poor  man  had  fallen  into  a  dose, 
but  he  shook  him  roughly  by  the  shoulder  and  said,  "Oh,  Bouguier,  have  you  been 
telling  this  lady  that  I  haven't  been  to  see  you  to-day?  You  know  I  saw  you  and 
gave  you  pills  this  morning."  The  man  woke  dazed,  but  answered  in  a  fright- 
ened way,  "  Yes,  sir;  yes,  sir."  Mind,  I  had  not  told  the  doctor  the  man  had  said 
he  had  not  been  visited. 

I  walked  back  with  the  doctor  and  asked  him  whether  he  had  any  other  men  he 
did  consider  fit  for  hospital;  critical  cases,  that  is.  He  said,  "  Oh,  yes."  I  said, 
"  Give  me  a  list  of  their  names  and  your  name,  and  I  will  go  up  and  see  what  I 
can  do,  and  will  take  them  up  in  my  wagon." 

He  went  to  his  tent  and  returned  with  a  list  of  twelve  names,  with  his  signa- 
ture. He  said  the  colonel  had  made  a  kick  about  his  giving  me  the  names.  I 
said,  "  Oh,  well,  then  perhaps  you  had  best  not,"  I  already  having  all  the  names 

on  his  list,  besides  those  of  F.  Engroff,  W.  Rothmann, Mc Williams,  and 

Murray,  all  equally  ill;  but  in  the  end  he  tore  off  his  signature  and  gave 

me  the  list.  I  asked  his  initials  and  how  to  spell  his  name,  and  wrote  it  in  my 
notebook.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  didn't  think  his  men  could  be  better  cared  for 
in  a  tent,  and  if  he  had  proper  medicines.  He  said  undoubtedly,  but  he  had  no 
medicine;  needed  everything.  I  said,  "Give  me  a  list  and  I  will  drive  up  now 
and  bring  you  what  you  want." 

Just  then  a  very  ill  man  was  brought  up  between  two  companions,  having  sent 
for  the  surgeon,  but  in  despair  at  last  crawling  out  to  him.  I  stepped  aside,  but 
could  not  help  hearing  the  man's  pitiful  request  for  help,  and  the  doctor's  "Oh,  go 
back  to  your  tent;  I'll  be  'round  by  and  by  and  give  you  a  couple  of  pills."  The 
man  fainted  as  he  was  being  led  away,  but  I  revived  him  with  a  little  whisky,  the 
doctor  having  gone  to  his  own  tent.  As  the  doctor  came  back  I  asked  again 
about  the  medicine,  and  he  said,  "Oh,  all  I  need  is  some  cough  medicine."     (He 
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had  a  cold  himself.)  He  then  rode  off,  as  he  said,  to  try  and  get  a  case  needing 
surgical  aid  into  the  hospital,  but  doubted  if  he  could,  "-because,"  he  said,  "  they 
wouldn't  take  that  man  who  died  last  night  because  he  was  walking  around  in 
the  morning;  said  he  wasn't  critical  enough." 

A  man — I  presume  the  colonel— called  out  from  a  tent  near  by  while  we  were 
talking,  "Oh,  Doctor,  where  did  they  bury  that  fellow  that  died  last  night?  "  "I 
don't  know,"  he  said.  He  rode  away,  and  I  proceeded  from  tent  to  tent,  finding 
more  men  unable  to  sit  up,  to  eat,  to  retain  food,  than  in  any  camp  I  have  yet 
seen,  though  I  have  been  in  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  and 
others.  I  found  at  least  20  men  seriously  ill,  only  12  of  whom  were  on  the  sur- 
geon's list  (which  I  have) ;  and  in  every  tent  1  heard  the  story  of  the  "  man  who 
died  last  night." 

It  appears  he  had  been  ill  some  time  with  malaria,  running  into  typhoid  and 
dysentery.  His  tent  mates  were  not  much  better  off  (one  is  very  ill  now) ,  and  in 
the  afternoon,  about  4  p.  m. ,  he  was  helped  out  of  the  hot  tent  on  the  grass  where 
he  lay  as  the  doctor  came  by,  whom  he  begged  piteously  to  get  him  into  hospital. 
"  If  you're  well  enough  to  be  out  here,  you  are  not  sick  enough  to  go;  get  up  and 
go  to  your  tent."     (Some  say  he  was  told  to  go  to  work.) 

At  3  a.  m.  next  morning  two  of  his  tent  mates  helped  him  out  for  awhile — took 
him  back  and  fell  asleep.  At  5  a.  m.  they  woke  and  found  him  dead.  These  par- 
ticulars I  had  from  the  first  sergeant  of  his  company,  who,  at  the  time  I  talked  to 
him,  was  under  arrest  for  having  said,  "  It  was  a  damned  shame  to  let  a  man  die 
like  that;  "  but  I  heard  them  again  and  again  in  every  tent,  and  in  every  tent  where 
I  asked  a  very  sick  man  if  he  had  seen  the  doctor,  the  reply  came:  "  Oh,  he  don't 
know  anything.  I  wouldn't  have  him  to  a  sick  horse.  No,  no;  it's  no  use  asking 
him  for  anything." 

The  same  story  was  told  to  the  lady  with  me  by  two  officers  who  talked  confi- 
dentially with  her,  and  whose  names  I  do  not  know;  but  the  state  of  the  whole 
regiment  is  testimony  enough  to  his  incompetency,  while  what  I  saw  of  his 
brutality  more  than  corroborated  what  I  heard  from  the  men.  I  trust  that  I  have 
not  wearied  you  by  this  full  statement.  I  come  to  you  as  the  supreme  authority 
in  this  camp  to  beg  you  to  rescue  these  men  from  that  surgeon.  And  I  do  not 
come  helpless  as  to  the  means  of  filling  his  place,  for  my  cousin,  Dr.  Julius 
Rudisch,  of  New  York  (former  partner  of  Dr.  Jacoby),  is  in  camp  to-day,  and 
has  at  his  command  in  New  York — ready  to  come  here  at  a  moment's  notice — 
several  physicians  of  skill  and  noble  nature.  But  even  were  this  not  so,  these  poor 
men  would  be  better  off  for  a  day  or  so  with  no  help  but  such  as  I  can  and  will 
give  them  under  Dr.  Rudisch's  direction  until  a  good  surgeon  can  be  placed  over 
them.  The  friends  who  were  with  me  were  Mrs.  Anable  and  Miss  Stephens,  of 
New  York,  and  Mrs.  Hutching.     They  all  saw  and  heard  what  I  saw  and  heard. 

With  apologies  for  this  long  letter,  and  an  earnest  plea  that  you  will  help  me, 
I  am,  faithfully, 

Julia  H.  Chadwick, 

East  Hampton,  L.  I. 


Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  New  York, 

Headquarters  Eighth  United  States  Infantry, 

August  2d,  1898. 
Maj.  W.  D.  Beach, 

U.  S.  Volunteer  Engineer  Aid,  Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request  of  this  date  to  submit  a  report  on 
the  charges  made  in  a  letter  from  one  Julia  E.  Chadwick  as  to  my  professiona\ 
conduct,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: 

In  regards  to  the  case  of  Private  Bouguier  (band) ,  Eighth  Infantry,  will  state 
that  he  was  afflicted  with  malarial  oedema  (not  necessarily  ?nrious) ,  and  has  been 
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slightly  demented  ever  since  he  has  been  under  treatment  (date  of  treatment 
beginning  about  July  16).  Furthermore,  by  inquiries  made  I  find  that  this  man 
had  shown  symptoms  of  same  some  time  previous. 

In  regards  to  her  taking  him  to  the  hospital,  I  replied  that  I  would  be  delighted 
if  she  could  get  him  in,  and  also  a  dozen  more  cases  which  were  far  more  serious 
than  said  Bouguier. 

In  regards  to  my  not  giving  her  the  names  of  the  most  serious  cases,  I  will  state 
that  I  went  to  my  tent  and  made  out  a  list,  but  before  giving  her  same  I  con- 
sulted the  commanding  officer  as  to  whether  or  not  I  would  be  violating  any 
military  rules  in  so  doing.  The  commanding  officer  advised  me  not  to  do  so  unless 
she  presented  a  letter  authorizing  her  to  seek  such  information.  As  to  medicines, 
I  told  her  I  had  everything  I  needed  at  the  time  with  the  exception  of  cough  mix- 
ture, and  that  I  expected  to  get  that  same  day. 

In  regards  to  the  sick  man  she  speaks  of  as  hunting  me  up,  will  state  that  I  had 
seen  same  man  not  more  than  forty-five  minutes  before.  Suffering  from  diar- 
rhea, he  was  being  led  by  a  comrade  to  the  rear,  some  distance  away.  I  spoke  in 
tones  loud  enough  for  the  lady  to  hear,  telling  the  man  leading  him  to  take  him 
back  to  his  tent.  Then  in  a  lower  tone  of  voice  (so  as  not  to  shock  the  lady's 
modesty)  I  told  him  to  go  behind  a  certain  tent,  where  he  would  find  a  tin  pail, 
and  to  let  the  sick  man  use  same  as  a  commode.  The  man  did  not  faint,  although 
she  did  give  him  some  whisky  and  milk.  As  I  had  just  completed  my  round  among 
the  sick,  I  got  on  my  horse  and  rode  to  the  general  hospital  to  find  out  if  I  could 
get  in  some  of  my  more  serious  cases. 

In  regard  to  the  man  that  died  the  day  before,  I  simply  stated  that  they  would 
not  take  him  because  the  hospital  was  overcrowded. 

In  regard  to  the  remarks  that  passed  between  myself  and  the  man  she  presumed 
to  be  the  Colonel,  will  state  that  G.  W.  Kirkman,  first  lieutenant,  commander  of 
Company  C,  Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  asked  me  did  I  know  where  a  man 
named  Morris,  of  his  company,  who  died  in  the  general  hospital  several  days 
before,  was  buried.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know.  He  then  asked  me  would  I 
inquire  about  it  while  at  the  hospital. 

As  to  the  severity  of  20  cases  she  speaks  of,  I  shall  leave  to  your  own  judgment 
as  to  whether  she  knows  more  about  a  case,  having  seen  it  for  a  few  minutes, 
than  myself,  having  seen  these  men  throughout  the  campaign  in  Cuba.  I  did  tell 
her  that  I  had  at  least  25  cases  that  needed  hospital  attention,  but  the  12  I  men- 
tioned were  the  most  urgent. 

In  regard  to  the  conversation  between  myself  and  the  man  who  died,  I  will 
state  that  I  talked  to  the  man  for  fifteen  minutes  the  morning  she  refers  to,  and 
explained  to  him  how  and  why  I  could  not  get  him  into  the  hospital. 

As  to  the  statement  that  his  tent  mates  were  sick  at  the  time,  I  deny. 

In  regard  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  first  sergeant,  and  his  arrest  therefor, 
will  state  that  said  sergeant,  in  my  hearing,  said  it  was  "a  God  damn  shame  to 
let  people  die  in  their  tents; "  that  he  thought  there  were  hospitals  here  for  that 
purpose.  At  the  time  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  remark,  but  on  repeating  the 
remark  to  one  of  the  officers,  he  said  that  the  man  should  be  arrested  for  breach 
of  discipline,  and  advised  me  to  tell  the  commanding  officer  of  it,  which  I  did, 
and  he  had  the  man  placed  in  arrest.  This  same  first  sergeant,  Garrard  Gambrel, 
Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  had  been  charged  by  the  deceased  with  ordering 
him  to  take  a  surf  bath  two  days  prior  to  his  death,  which  he  did,  and,  being  sick 
at  the  time,  it  added  a  heavy  cold  to  his  other  afflictions. 

In  regard  to  any  statement  made  by  any  officer  in  this  command  as  to  my  incom- 
petency, I  refer  you  to  inclosed  true  copy  of  a  letter  tendered  me  (unasked)  by 
said  officers. 

Should  the  writer  of  said  letter  desire  my  position  for  her  cousin  or  any  of  her 
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friends,  I  will  gladly  resign  in  their  favor,  and  could  do  so  with  a  clear  con- 
science, knowing  that  I  have  always  done  my  best  under  all  circumstances. 

Lastly.  The  existing  condition  of  not  only  this  regiment,  but  the  whole  brigade 
has  been  known,  and  why  is  it  so  bad?  Simply  because  we  were  on  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line  in  front  of  Santiago,  did  more  trench  digging,  our  last  position 
before  the  surrender  was  in  the  lowest  land  on  the  line,  and  lastly  the  Eighth 
United  States  Infantry  did  not  have  a  tent  (except  shelter  tents,  and  not  enough 
of  them)  from  the  time  we  landed  on  Cuban  soil  (June  22)  until  just  two  days 
prior  to  our  departure  (August  10). 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Jos.  A.  Tabor, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Athens,  Ohio,  September  1,  1898. 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  General:  The  bearer  is  Mr.  Parrott,  of  Lyndon,  Ohio,  in  my  Congres- 
sional district.  He  is  a  brother  of  Hugh  Parrott,  of  Company  D,  Eighth  United 
States  Infantry.  A  report  has  reached  the  father  of  this  boy  that  he  is  dead, 
having  been  landed  at  Montauk  Point  and  having  died  after  arriving  there. 
The  friends  of  this  boy,  very  numerous  and  very  influential,  have  been  three  days 
industriously  working  the  telegraphs  to  try  to  get  some  answer  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  boy  and  the  disposition  of  the  body,  if  dead,  but  have  received  no  answer 
whatever.  I  myself  undertook  the  case  for  them  at  their  request,  and  sent  40 
words  to  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler  this  morning,  but  up  to  this  hour  in  the  afternoon 
have  received  no  answer  from  him  whatever  and  no  intimation  that  the  telegram 
has  been  received. 

It  seems  to  me  that  just  here  is  a  pretty  good  cause  for  complaint.  These  peo- 
ple are  not  steeled  to  the  constant  death  of  soldiers,  and  are  sensitive  and  stricken 
because  of  the  troubles  that  are  upon  them,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  as  little 
as  the  Government  departments  at  Washington  and  the  generals  in  the  field  can 
do  in  the  present  awful  emergency  to  answer  respectful  telegrams  that  are  sent 
prepaid  upon  mere  questions  of  this  character.  Surely  there  is  a  record  kept  in 
the  Department.  There  is  a  report  made  of  the  death  of  soldiers,  and  surely  the 
friends  have  a  right  to  receive  some  consideration  for  the  sacrifices  which  they 
have  made.  I  know  that  you  are  overwhelmed  with  this  sort  of  thing,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  with  your  enormous  facilities  for  the  dispatch  of  telegrams  and 
matters  of  that  sort  that  we  ought  to  have  some  assurance  that  respectful 
inquiries  will  be  answered. 

Yours,  truly,  C.  H.  Grosvenor. 


Athens,  Ohio,  September  l.,1898 
Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Corbin:  Please  hear  this  young  man's  statement  of  the  trouble  that  his 
family  is  in  in  regard  to  the  probable  death  of  a  brother  and  give  him  some  assist- 
ance to  ascertain  the  true  situation. 

Yours  truly,  C.  H.  Grosvenor. 


September  5,  1898. 
The  Commanding  General,  Montauk,  N.  Y.: 

The  New  York  World  of  about  28th  ultimo  published  a  statement  of  the  death 
of  Private  Hugh  Parrott,  of  the  Eighth  Regulars,  in  which  it  is  charged  that 
when  he  begged  of  Dr.  Tabor  to  take  him  to  the  hospital  the  doctor  notified  him 
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that  the  hospital  was  for  sick  men,  and  it  is  reported  that  Parrott  died  that  night. 
This  account  is  sent  me  by  Representative  Grosvenor,  of  Ohio,  who  says  there 
is  great  indignation  in  his  community  over  the  case,  and  if  it  is  as  reported,  there 
should  be.  I  wish  an  inquiry  immediately  instituted  to  find  out  about  this  mat- 
ter and  report  made  to  me.  I  understand  one  Sergeant  Gambrel,  of  the  same  com- 
pany or  regiment,  is  under  arrest  for  having  complained  of  this  matter.  I  have 
heard  much  of  the  neglect  of  the  men,  much  of  which  no  doubt  is  fictitious,  but 
if  there  is  any  foundation  for  this  statement,  or  if  there  are  any  men  ill  in  the 
regulars  in  their  tents  that  are  not  provided  for,  I  wish  to  know  the  reason  why 
and  at  once,  also  the  names  of  the  officers  in  command  of  the  regiment  and  com- 
pany in  each  case. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  2, 1898. 
Commanding  General, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York: 
Please  wire  immediately  if  Hugh  Parrott,  of  Company  D,  Eighth  United  States 
Infantry,  is  dead.    Party  waiting. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk  Point,  New  York, 

September  6, 1898. 
Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C: 

Answering  your  telegram  concerning  Hugh  Parrott,  Eighth  Infantry;  he  died 
in  his  company  tent,  and  First  Lieut.  W.  E.  Welsh,  Tenth  Infantry,  still  on 
duty  with  the  Eighth  Ohio,  was  in  command  of  the  company  at  the  time,  and  Maj. 
E.  D.  Savage  commanding  the  regiment. 

Sh after,  Major-General. 


War  Department,  September  7, 1898. 
Major-General  Sh  after, 

Camp  Wikoff,  Montauk,  N.  Y.: 
In  answer  to  your  telegram  of  6th,  concerning  death  of  Hugh  Parrott,  Eighth 
Infantry,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  a  court  of  inquiry  be  immediately 
convened  to  examine  into  and  investigate  the  charges  cf  neglect  in  connection 
with  the  death  of  this  private. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


Proceedings  of  a  court  of  inquiry  convened  at  Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  pur- 
suant to  the  following  order: 

Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

No.  87.  I  Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  11,  1898. 

******* 
2.  In  compliance  with  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  contained  in  telegraphic  instructions 
from  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  dated  September  7, 1898,  a  court  of  inquiry  will  assem- 
ble at  this  camp  at  10  o'clock  a.m.  the  13th  instant,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  examine 
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into  and  investigate  the  charges  of  neglect  in  connection  with  the  death  of  the  late  Private  Hugh 
Parrott,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry- 
Detail  for  the  court :  Maj.  William  M.Wallace,  Second  Cavalry;  Maj.  R.D.  Fry,  surgeon,  United 
States  Army;  Capt.  Henry  L.  Ripley,  Third  Cavalry;  First  Lieut.  Charles  McQuiston,  Fourth 
Infantry,  recorder. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

By  command  of  Major-General  Bates. 

E.  J.  McClernand, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
Official: 

J.  D.  Miley, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  13, 1898. 

The  court  met,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

Present:  Maj.  William  M.  Wallace,  Second  Cavalry;  Maj.  R.  D.  Fry,  surgeon, 
United  States  Army;  First  Lieut.  Charles  McQuiston,  Fourth  Infantry,  recorder. 

Absent:  Capt.  Henry  L.  Ripley,  Third  Cavalry. 

The  recorder  then  announced  that  no  charges,  written  or  otherwise,  had  been 
referred  to  him  before  the  court.  The  court  therefore  decided  to  examine  into 
and  report  upon  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of  Private  Hugh  Parrott, 
Company  D,  Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  thus  to  comply  with  the  spirit  of  the 
order  convening  the  court. 

The  order  convening  the  court  was  then  read,  after  which  the  members  of  the 
court  and  the  recorder  were  duly  sworn,1  and  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Recorder: 

Q.  State  to  the  court  if  you  are  in  command  of  the  Eighth  United  States  Infan- 
try, and  if  you  were  in  command  of  this  regiment  during  the  latter  part  of  August 
last. — A.  I  am  in  command  now  and  was  at  that  time;  have  been  in  command 
since  the  regiment  arrived  at  Camp  Wikoff. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  concerning  the  death  of  Hugh  Parrott,  late  private, 
Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry?  If  so,  state  to  the  court  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing his  death. — A.  The  only  fact  I  know  is  that  it  was  reported  to  me  that  he  died 
in  his  tent.  The  commanding  officer  of  his  company  reported  to  me  that  the  man 
died  in  his  tent. 

Q.  Who  was  the  surgeon  that  attended  Private  Parrott? — A.  Acting  Asst.  Surg. 
J.  A.  Tabor,  United  States  Army. 

Q.  State  to  the  court  if  Dr.  Tabor  was  attentive  to  the  sick  of  your  regiment? — 
A.  He  was  very  attentive.  He  was  on  duty  with  the  regiment  during  the  cam- 
paign in  Cuba,  and  nearly  all  that  time  he  was  the  only  surgeon  on  duty  with  the 
regiment,  and  he  seemed  to  be  constantly  at  work,  from  early  morning  to  late  at 
night,  attending  to  the  sick.  I  will  add  to  it  that  during  my  service  in  the  army 
I  never  saw  a  surgeon  more  attentive  and  hard-working  than  Dr.  Tabor  in  his 
attention  to  the  sick.  It  attracted  the  attention  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment, 
and  on  the  way  from  Santiago  to  New  York,  on  the  steamer  Mobile,  the  officers 
voluntarily  gave  him  a  very  strong  letter  commending  his  services. 

Q.  Did  Private  Parrott  make  any  statement  to  you  concerning  having  taken  a 
bath  in  the  surf?  If  so,  please  state  the  circumstances  attending  the  making  of  this 
statement.— A.  Two  or  three  days  before  his  death  he  complained  to  me  that 
Sergeant  Gambrel,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  who  was  acting  first  sergeant 
at  the  time,  ordered  him  to  take  a  surf  bath  and  that  he  took  it.  I  investigated 
the  case  and  Sergeant  Gambrel  produced  a  witness — I  think  it  was  the  company 
cook— who  stated  that  Sergeant  Gambrel  simply  ordered  him  to  take  a  bath;  Ser- 
geant Gambrel  also  stated  the  same  fact.     There  being  a  conflict  of  statements,  I 


1  Sic,  in  record  of  court.    The  commanding  officer  of  Eighth  United  States  Infantry  at  this 
time  was  Maj.  E.  B.  Savage. 
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did  not  investigate  any  further,  there  being  no  further  witnesses,  as  far  as  I  was 
able  to  find  out. 

Q.  What  officer  commanded  D  company  at  the  time  of  Parrott's  death  and 
where  is  he  at  the  present  time? — A.  First  Lieut.  William  E.  Welsh,  Tenth 
Infantry,  now  on  sick  leave  of  absence. 

Q.  Was  every  facility  for  the  proper  care  of  the  sick  of  your  regiment  afforded 
by  the  Medical  Department  at  the  time  of  Parrott's  death? — A.  From  the  state- 
ment of  the  doctor  I  judge  there  was  a  lack  of  facilities.  The  doctor  reported  to 
me  there  was  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  ambulances  to  transport  sick  to  the 
hospitals.  I  am  under  the  impression  he  stated  it  was  difficult  to  get  men  admitted 
to  the  hospital.     There  were  no  hospital  tents  or  regimental  hospital  of  any  kind. 

Q.  Did  your  regiment  have  any  hospital  corps  men  attached  for  duty? — A.  Had 
an  acting  steward  and  two  privates  of  hospital  corps.  These  men  were  on  duty 
when  we  first  arrived;  they  were  sick  afterwards. 

Sergt.  Garrard  Gambrel,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  was  duly  sworn, 
and  testified  as  follows: 
By  the  Recorder: 

Q.  Did  you  know  Hugh  Parrott,  late  private,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry, 
and  were  you  acting  first  sergeant  of  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  at  the 
time  of  Parrott's  death?  If  so,  state  all  you  know  concerning  the  sickness  of 
Parrott,  what  surgeon  attended  him,  and  whether  Parrott  received  as  much 
attention  from  the  surgeon  as  other  men  in  your  company  at  that  time. — A.  Yes, 
sir;  Dr.  Tabor;  yes,  sir.  I  believe  Parrott  received  the  same  treatment  as  other 
men  in  the  company.  Parrott  had  been  on  sick  report  two  weeks  or  more. 
During  the  time  he  was  on  sick  report  he  attended  sick  call  until  the  morning 
before  he  died.  That  morning  Dr.  Tabor  visited  him  at  his  tent.  He  was  too 
sick  to  leave  his  tent  during  that  day.  I  saw  the  doctor  visit  his  tent.  Parrott 
spoke  to  the  doctor  and  says:  "Doctor,  can  I  be  sent  to  the  hospital?"  The 
doctor  spoke  and  told  him  no;  he  couldn't  get  him  in  the  hospital.  Parrott  told 
him  he  would  die  if  he  had  to  lie  there,  and  the  doctor  told  Parrott  if  he  had  any 
further  remarks  to  make  to  make  it  to  higher  authorities,  and  gave  Parrott  some 
medicine  and  walked  off.  I  did  not  see  the  doctor  visit  him  after  this  until  after 
he  died.  It  was  about  11  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  when  the  doctor  visited  his  tent. 
It  was  reported  to  me  that  Parrott  was  dead  about  the  break  of  day  on  the  27th. 

Q.  Were  you  about  your  company  all  day  after  Dr.  Tabor  visited  Parrott's 
tent,  and  would  you  have  known  of  it  if  he  had  made  other  visits  to  his  tent? — 
A.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there.  I  would  not  have  known  if  he  had  made  other  visits 
during  the  day. 

Q.  Did  Parrott  at  any  time  during  his  sickness  report  to  you  that  he  was  not 
receiving  proper  medical  attention?  If  so,  what  was  the  report  made  by  him? — 
A.  No,  sir;  Parrott  did  not  make  any  report  that  he  was  not  getting  the  proper 
attention. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  complaints  being  made  by  Parrott  to  anyone  else  that 
he  had  not  received  proper  medical  attention? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  Parrott  supplied  with  food  other  than  ordinarily  furnished  by  the  Gov- 
ernment?— A.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  furnished  with  such  food  as  we  use  in  the  Army 
and  also  canned  fruit,  milk,  oatmeal,  and  oranges. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Parrott  having  taken  a  surf  bath? — A.  No, 
sir.  Parrott  was  very  dirty,  and  I  asked  him  why  he  did  not  take  a  bath,  and 
Parrott  made  a  remark  and  said  he  was  not  able  to  take  a  bath  in  the  ocean.  This 
was  a  week  before  he  died,  and  I  told  him  to  go  down  to  the  cook  and  heat  some 
water  down  there  and  the  cook  would  give  him  a  bath  tub  and  he  could  take  a 
sponge  bath.    I  don't  know  whether  he  took  a  bath  or  not. 
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Q.  Did  you  hear  any  one  order  Parrott  to  take  a  surf  bath?  If  so,  who  gave 
the  order?— A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  hear  any  one  give  him  any  order  to  take  a 
surf  bath. 

Q.  Was  Parrott  in  his  own  tent,  and  what  was  the  condition  of  the  tent? — A. 
He  was  in  a  common  "A"  wall  tent  with  three  other  men  in  his  company.  There 
was  no  floor  in  the  tent.  The  ground  was  sandy.  The  tent  was  kept  clean.  He 
had  a  straw  mattress  to  sleep  on. 

Acting  Asst.  Surg.  Joseph  A.  Tabor,  United  States  Army,  was  duly  sworn  and 
testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Recorder: 

Q.  Did  you  attend  Hugh  Parrott,  late  private,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry, 
during  his  last  illness?  If  so,  state  how  long  Parrott  had  been  on  sick  report,  the 
nature  of  his  sickness,  and  circumstances  attending  his  death;  also  the  treatment 
you  prescribed  in  his  case. — A.  I  did  attend  the  man;  I  had  attended  him  two  or 
three  days  before  he  went  on  sick  report,  and  he  went  on  sick  report  on  the  21st 
of  August,  and  he  remained  on  sick  report  until  the  day  of  his  death,  4.30  a.  m., 
August  27.  He  was  suffering  from  gastro-enteritis  and  malarial  fever.  I  treated 
him  as  any  other  case  of  this  kind.  He  was  able  to  come  to  the  dispensary  to 
include  the  morning  of  the  25th  and  received  his  medicine  there.  The  morning 
of  the  25th  he  appeared  with  a  heavy  cold,  and  in  reply  to  my  question  as  to 
where  he  got  the  cold,  he  stated  that  he  had  taken  a  surf  bath.  In  answer  to  my 
question  as  to  why  he  had  taken  this  bath,  he  said  he  was  ordered  to  do  so  by 
First  Sergeant  Gambrel,  and  he  obeyed  orders  and  took  the  bath.  I  asked  him  if 
he  had  any  witnesses  to  the  fact  that  he  had  been  ordered  to  take  the  bath,  and  he 
said,  "  Yes,  provided  they  would  tell  the  truth."  I  reported  it  and  had  it  investi- 
gated by  the  commanding  officer.  If  Parrott,  in  his  condition,  did  take  a  bath, 
the  result  was  to  increase  the  severity  of  all  his  symptoms  and  added  bronchitis. 
I  believe,  from  his  condition,  in  that  he  was  cleaner  and  everything,  that  he  had 
taken  a  bath,  and,  furthermore,  I  never  heard  any  one  contradict  his  statement 
that  he  had  taken  a  bath.  At  the  investigation  Sergeant  Q-ambrel  did  not  deny 
that  Parrott  had  not  taken  a  bath,  neither  did  he  deny  ordering  the  man  to  take 
a  bath,  but  did  deny  ordering  him  into  the  surf. 

The  morning  of  the  26th  he  did  not  appear  at  sick  report.  As  usual,  after  sick 
report,  I  made  a  round  of  visits  to  those  who  were  unable  to  come,  and  I  suppose 
I  must  have  seen  him  about  10  or  11  o'clock.  I  found  him  sitting  outside  of  his 
tent  in  the  company  street,  and  apparently  he  was  no  worse  than  he  was  the  day 
previous.  The  bronchitis  had  partially  left  him  and  I  gave  his  medicine  right 
there.  Then  he  asked  me  couldn't  I  send  him  to  the  hospital.  I  replied  that  if  he 
knew  of  a  hospital  that  would  take  him  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  get  him  in. 
He  then  asked  me  if  there  was  not  a  hospital  here.  I  told  him  there  was,  but 
they  would  not  take  him  in.  He  asked  the  reason  why,  and  I  told  him  they  were 
overcrowded  and  would  not  accept  anybody,  and  that  only  the  day  before  I  had 
been  there  and  Major  Brown  told  me  that  there  were  75  men  lying  underneath 
the  canvas  waiting  for  some  one  to  die,  so  that  they  could  get  a  cot.  I  said,  you 
see,  according  to  that,  they  would  not  take  a  man  in  if  he  were  dying.  He  asked 
me  whether  there  were  some  hospitals  in  New  York  that  he  could  get  into.  I 
replied  that  I  did  not  know;  furthermore,  how  was  he  going  to  get  there.  He 
asked,  did  not  the  Government  furnish  transportation.  I  told  him  that  not  being 
in  the  service  very  long  I  could  not  possibly  state,  and,  for  further  information  on 
this  subject  referred  him  to  his  company  commander.  I  told  him  that  if  he  would 
only  look  at  it  in  a  common-sense  light  he  would  realize  that  every  sick  man  that 
I  got  away  from  camp  was  that  much  less  work,  and  responsibility  and  work  on 
myself;  that  they  did  not  look  at  it  in  that  light,  and  considered  it  sheer  mean- 
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ness  on  my  part  that  I  did  not  send  them  to  a  hospital.  I  saw  him  again  tha£ 
evening,  it  may  have  been  between  3  and  5  o'clock.  He  was  in  about  the  same  con- 
dition. This,  I  think,  was  the  last  time  I  seen  him.  At  that  time  I  had  over  100 
men  in  the  regiment  at  sick  call  and  on  sick  report,  besides  the  trivial  complaints 
during  the  day.  At  least  30  of  these  cases  needed  hospital  attention.  Parrett's 
case  compared  up  to  this  time  favorably  with  the  worst  of  the  cases. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  effort  to  have  Parrott  removed  to  the  general  hospital  ?  If 
so,  what? — A.  Besides  the  effort  I  made  the  second  day  before  Parrott  died,  the 
day  before  he  died  I  went  up  to  and  inquired  of  Major  Brown,  in  charge  of 
the  general  hospital,  could  I  get  some  patients  in,  telling  him  the  number  1 
had  that  should  be  there,  and  mentioned  four  or  five  cases  that  were  the  most 
urgent.  Among  these  was  Parrott.  I  was  told  that  I  would  have  to  keep  them 
right  in  camp,  as  the  hospital  was  overcrowded,  and  could  not  possibly  take  any 
more. 

Q.  What  hospital  accommodations  had  you  for  the  care  of  the  sick  in  the 
Eighth  Infantry? — A.  I  had  none  whatsoever.  I  used  to  go  up  to  the  general  hos- 
pital daily  and  inquire  if  I  could  get  patients  in,  and  being  refused  every  time, 
I  asked  for  bed  pans  and  buckets,  and  was  told  they  did  not  have  enough  for  them- 
selves.   Had  to  treat  all  men  in  their  own  tents. 

Q.  Did  you  see  to  it  that  the  worst  cases  had  especially  prepared  food  ? — A.  I 
seen  to  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  There  were  dainty  foods  supplied.  I  don't 
know  if  he  did  take  it,  but  it  was  there  for  him. 

Private  Richard  A.  Walker,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  was  duly  sworn 
and  testified  as  follows: 

By  the  Recorder: 

Q.  Were  you  in  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  from  August  24  to  27;  and,  if  so, 
did  you  see  Private  Parrott  in  his  tent  on  these  dates? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  State  his  condition. — A.  He  was  sick. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  make  any  complaints  about  the  treatment  he  received  as 
a  sick  man? — A.  No,  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  far  was  your  tent  from  his? — A.  It  was  the  second  tent  from  his. 

Q.  Did  you  visit  him  in  his  tent  while  he  was  sick? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  appear  to  have  all  the  comforts  that  other  sick  men  in  your  company 
had? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Q.  Did  you  overhear  Parrott  ask  anyone  to  have  him  taken  to  a  hospital? — 
A.  No  sir;  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  the  day  before  he  died? — A.  Yes,  sir;  and  that  night,  too, 
along  about  7  o'clock.  He  seemed  to  be  pretty  sick.  I  never  heard  him  at  this 
time  make  any  complaints  about  anyone  or  anything. 

Maj.  Ira  C.  Brown,  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  was  then  duly  sworn  and 
testified  as  follows : 

By  the  Recorder: 

Q.  Were  you  on  duty  at  the  general  hospital,  Camp  Wikoff,  on  the  25th  and 
26th  of  August,  1898?— A.   Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Tabor  on  either  dates?  If  so,  did  Dr. 
Tabor  make  any  requests  of  you  concerning  the  admission  of  men  of  the  Eighth 
Infantry  into  the  general  hospital? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  Dr.  Tabor.  I 
do  not  remember  the  Eighth,  particularly.  There  were  requests  from  all  directions 
during  the  latter  part  of  August  and  first  of  September.  About  that  time  the  hos- 
pital was  very  full— way  beyond  its  original  capacity.    It  was  built  for  500  and 
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we  have  had  1,000  in  there.  The  order  was  simply  this,  that  anyone  applying 
whose  sick  were  absolutely  in  need  of  hospital  treatment,  they  were  to  be  taken 
in  and  do  the  best  we  could  for  them.  I  am  not  sure  this  order  was  always 
carried  out.  It  was  my  order  to  the  ward  superintendent,  who  knew  the  number 
in  the  hospital  and  consequently  the  vacancies.  I  am  certain  at  that  time  men 
were  lying  on  the  floor  without  cots  or  mattresses,  and  the  reason  of  that  was  we 
had  none. 

The  recorder  then  informed  the  court  that  the  men  who  were  in  the  tent  with 
Private  Parrott  were  sick  at  the  time  of  Parrott's  death,  and  have  since  been  fur- 
loughed  sick.  The  recorder  was  unable  to  find  any  other  witnesses  who  pos 
sessed  any  official  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  attending  Private  Parrott's 
death  other  than  the  witnesses  whose  testimony  is  recorded. 

Acting  Hospital  Steward  Austin,  who  was  on  duty  with  the  Eighth  Infantry, 
is  sick  in  the  general  hospital  with  typhoid  fever. 

Dr.  Tabor  submitted  to  the  court,  and  requested  that  it  be  appended,  a  true 
copy  of  a  testimonial  given  him  by  the  officers  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  immedi- 
ately after  disembarking  from  the  Mobile  on  return  from  Santiago.  Dr.  Tabor 
invited  attention  that  this  paper  was  given  about  August  17 — ten  days  before 
Parrott's  death. 

There  being  no  further  business  before  it,  the  court  then  adjourned. 

W.  M.  Wallace, 
Major,  Second  Cavalry,  President. 
Charles  McQuiston, 
First  Lieutenant,  Fourth  Infantry,  Recorder. 


On  Board  Transport  U.  S.  No.  21  (Mobile)  , 

August  17, 1898. 
Dr.  Joseph  A.  Tabor, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  A. 

Sir:  We,  the  undersigned  officers  of  the  Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  hereby 
tender  to  you  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  personal  kindness  and 
your  many  acts  of  professional  care,  devotion,  and  attention  to  ourselves  and  the 
enlisted  men  under  our  command  during  the  recent  campaign  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba. 

Coming  among  us,  as  you  did,  a  perfect  stranger,  you  have  by  your  devoted 
attention  to  our  wounded  and  sick  endeared  yourself  to  both  officers  and  men. 

In  the  fifty  days  of  trial  and  hardship  incidental  to  this  campaign  you  have  ever 
been  most  courteous  and  considerate  of  everyone,  and  by  your  cheerfulness  and 
fearless  example  you  have  given  strength  and  courage  to  the  sick  and  weak, 
thereby  enabling  them  the  better  to  resist  the  ravages  and  depression  incidental 
to  the  insidious  and  deadly  fevers  with  which  they  were  attacked. 

We  feel  that  the  Eighth  United  States  Infantry  has  been  most  fortunate  in 
procuring  for  itself  your  invaluable  services,  because  of  your  knowledge  and 
skill  in  the  handling  of  fever  cases,  and  we  also  feel  that  but  for  your  care,  devo- 
tion, and  attention  to  our  sick  very  many  more  of  our  men  and  officers  would 
now  be  filling  lonely  and  neglected  graves  upon  the  hillsides  of  Cuba. 

In  conclusion,  permit  us  to  again  thank  you,  both  individually  and  collectively, 
for  your  care  and  devotion  to  us. 

We  most  sincerely  hope  that  it  may  be  our  great  good,  fortune  to  have  you  con- 
tinue with  us,  but  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  should  separate  us,  we  wish 
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you  to  know  and  feel  that  you  carry  with  you  the  love  and  admiration  of  every 

officer  and  enlisted  man  in  the  regiment. 
We  are,  dear  Dr.  Tabor,  sincerely  and  devotedly,  your  friends, 

E.  B.  Savage,  major,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  regiment;  R.  H. 
Wilson,  captain,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Battalion; 
R.  F.  Ames,  captain,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  First  Battalion; 
C.  P.  Terrett,  captain,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  Company  G; 
John  A.  Perry,  first  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  Com- 
pany H;  F.  H.  Sargent,  first  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  command- 
ing Company  A;  George  W.  Kirkman,  first  lieutenant,  Eighth 
Infantry,  commanding  Company  C;  J.  R.  Lindsay,  first  lieutenant, 
regimental  quartermaster,  Eighth  Infantry;  J.  K.  Miller,  first  lieu- 
tenant, Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  Company  E;  F.  L.  Knudsen, 
first  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  Company  B;  W.E. 
Welsh,  second  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  commanding  Company 
D;  L.  B.  Simonds,  second  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  acting  adju- 
tant; M.  B.  Stewart,  second  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  acting 
regimental  quartermaster  and  acting  commissary  of  subsistence; 
Russell  C.  Langdon,  second  lieutenant,  Eighth  Infantry,  adjutant 
Second  Battalion;  Bert.  H.  Merchant,  second  lieutenant,  Eighth 
Infantry,  aid-de-camp;  Joseph  F.  Janda,  second  lieutenant,  Eighth 
Infantry,  adjutant  First  Battalion. 
A  true  copy: 

R.  C.  Langdon, 

Second  Lieutenant,  Eighth  U.  S.  Infantry,  Acting  Adjutant. 


Headquarters  Camp  Wikoff, 
Montauk,  Long  Island,  September  14,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Forces, 

Camp  Wikoff. 
(Through  Adjutant-General,  Cavalry  Division.) 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  carefully  investigated  the  charges 
against  Acting  Assist.  Surg.  J.  A.  Tabor,  United  States  Army,  made  by  one 
Julia  H.  Chadwick,  East  Hampton,  Long  Island,  with  the  following  result: 

I  talked  with  Private  Bouguier  (band) ,  Eighth  Infantry,  and  a  number  of  others 
of  the  regiment,  besides  inviting  complaints  through  a  noncommissioned  officer 
and  assuring  the  men  of  protection  in  making  them.  Officers,  noncommissioned 
officers,  and  privates,  without  exception,  spoke  in  praise  (some  in  the  most  lauda- 
tory way)  of  the  skill  of  Dr.  Tabor  (especially  in  treating  fever  cases) ,  and  of  his 
devotion  to  the  care  of  the  sick.  Sergeant  Gambrel,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infan- 
try, who  was  placed  in  arrest  for  the  insubordinate  language  referred  to  in  the 
letter,  admitted  that  he  had  been  hasty  and  stated  that  the  only  thing  he  had 
to  complain  of  was  the  gruff ness  of  the  doctor  when  talking  to  the  sick;  he  also 
thought  that  the  doctor  ought  to  have  sent  the  sick  man  who  died  to  the  general 
hospital.  Sergeant  Gambrel,  of  course,  did  not  know  that  Dr.  Tabor  had  made 
repeated  efforts  to  get  men  into  the  general  hospital,  but  owing  to  its  overcrowded 
condition  they  could  not  until  recently,  be  accommodated. 

As  to  the  doctor's  gruff  manner  of  speaking,  that  seems  to  be  well  established, 
but  in  extenuation  Dr.  Tabor  states  that  he  was  sick  himself  and  that  he  had  been 
warned  by  the  former  regimental  commander  that  if  too  lenient  and  sympathetic 
with  soldiers  they  would  impose  on  him;  and  furthermore  that  he  sometimes 
spoke  gruffly  to  the  men  to  disabuse  their  minds  of  the  idea  that  they  were  sicker 
than  they  really  were. 
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Dr.  Tabor's  testimony  (uncontradicted)  shows  that  he  talked  for  fifteen  min- 
utes on  the  morning  referred  to  in  the  letter,  to  the  man  who  died,  and  explained 
to  him  why  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  hospital. 

The  probable  cause  of  the  large  number  of  sick  in  the  Eighth  Infantry,  as  set 
forth  in  the  doctor's  letter,  is  within  the  knowledge  of  all  who  saw  their  work  in 
front  of  Santiago. 

«  *  *  *  *  *  * 

With  reference  to  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  September  5, 
and  of  which  the  tenor  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  portion  of  the  letter  referred  to 
above,  the  facts  are  that  Dr.  Tabor  had  made  strenuous  efforts  to  get  Private  Par- 
rett  into  the  hospital,  but  owing  to  its  crowded  condition  he  was  unable  to  do  so. 
He  had  talked  for  fifteen  minutes  to  this  unfortunate  man  on  the  morning  referred 
to  in  the  letter,  and  explained  why  it  was  impossible  to  get  him  into  the  hospital. 
I  think  it  possible  that  he  did  use  the  language  referred  to  about  the  hospital  being 
for  sick  men,  but  there  should  also  be  taken  into  consideration  the  doctor's  pre- 
vious talk  with  the  man  and  his  efforts  to  get  him  into  the  hospital,  as  well  as  the 
known  fact  that  Dr.  Tabor  had  a  very  large  number  of  sick  men  to  attend. 

I  recommend  that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  this  case. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  D.  Beach, 
Major  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Acting  Inspector-General. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Division, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  16,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

J.  Wheeler, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  Wikoff,  Long  Island,  September  19,  1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  inviting  attention  to  Major 
Beach's  report. 

Wm.  R.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon  General's  Office. 

September  30,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  with  information  that  Dr.  Joseph 
A.  Tabor,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  United  States  Army,  was  sent  to  Santiago  as  a  yellow-fever 
immune  at  a  time  when  it  was  supposed  that  there  was  an  urgent  need  for  physicians  to  treat 
this  disease.  He  was  highly  recommended  by  Prof.  S.  E.  Chaille,  of  New  Orleans,  dean  of  the 
medical  faculty,  Tulane  University.  In  view  of  the  failure  of  Dr.  Tabor  to  place  this  man  in 
hospital,  and  his  alleged  rough  language,  I  shall  direct  that  his  contract  be  terminated  as  soon 
as  he  can  be  replaced  by  a  competent  acting  assistant  surgeon. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Lyndon,  Ohio,  September  26, 1898. 
Gen.  C.  H.  Grosvenor, 

Athens,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  thinking  of  writing  you  for  some  time,  and  should  have 
done  so,  but  have  been  very  busy,  thanking  you  for  your  kindness  and  very  great 
influence  that  you  so  generously  and  kindly  rendered  our  family  in  our  recent 
sorrow  and  affliction,  caused  by  the  sorrowful  death  of  my  brother,  Hugh  H.  Par- 
rott,  of  Company  D,  Eighth  United  States  Infantry,  at  Montauk,  N.  Y. 

Will  say  that  I  could  not  find  out  the  truth  until  I  reached  the  quarters  of  regi- 
ment at  camp,  although  our  family  knew  the  worst  before  they  received  my  first 
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telegram  from  Montauk.  It,  by  inquiries  of  tent  mates  and  officers  of  company, 
was  very  sad  that  my  poor  brother  should  have  to  lose  his  life  by  lack  of  atten- 
tion and  starvation  so  near  New  York  City  and  home,  after  going  safely  through 
the  campaign  in  Cuba. 

I  hope  that  investigation  that  you  so  kindly  and  interestedly  toward  us  asked 
for  will,  if  any  are  very  much  to  blame,  and  there  surely  must  be  some  one  at 
fault-  find  the  right  person  or  persons.  Our  latest  news  is  that  it  is  going  slowly 
on  and  not  decided  yet,  although  rumors  are  plentiful.  There  are  two  other 
matters  that  I  have  written  Adjutant-General  Cor  bin  about  a  couple  of  times  and 
received  no  reply.  I  am  very  loathe  to  trouble  you  any  more,  but  my  poor 
brother  has  three  months'  pay  due  him;  paid  the  last  time  at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell, 
Wyo. ,  in  last  of  May.  And  that  he  has  a  locker  of  his  private  property  at  Fort 
D.  A.  Russell,  Wyo.,  containing  certain  clothing,  books,  and  photos  that  our 
family  would  value  very  highly  as  keep  sakes.  We  would  like  very  much  to  have 
these  things,  as  our  family  are  the  rightful  and  only  heirs  at  law  of  deceased 
soldier  boy. 

Respectfully,  Robert  H.  Parrott. 


War  Department, 
Office  of  the  Adjutant-General, 

September  30,  1898. 
Informally  to  the  Judge-Advocate-General.     The  Secretary  of  War  desires 
opinion  as  to  how  far  charges  would  lie  against  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Tabor. 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


memorandum. 

October  3,  1898. 

In  regard  to  the  alleged  neglect  by  Acting  Asst.  Surg.  J.  A.  Tabor  of  his  offi- 
cial duties,  more  particularly  in  the  case  of  Private  Hugh  Parrott,  Company  D, 
Eighth  United  States  Infantry. 

Sergt.  Garrard  Gambrel  testifies  that  he  was  acting  first  sergeant  at  the  time  of 
Parrott's  death;  that  Parrett  had  been  on  sick  report  two  weeks  or  more,  during 
this  time  attending  sick  call  until  the  morning  before  he  died;  that  on  that  morn- 
ing Dr.  Tabor  visited  him  in  his  tent,  Parrott  being  too  sick  to  leave  his  tent  that 
day;  that  Parrott  said:  "  Doctor,  can  I  be  sent  to  the  hospital?"  and  the  doctor 
replied  that  he  couldn't  get  him  in  there;  that  Parrott  then  said  he  would  die  if 
he  had  to  lie  there,  and  the  "  doctor  told  Parrott  if  he  had  any  further  remarks 
to  make,  to  make  it  to  higher  authorities,  and  gave  Parrott  some  medicine  and 
walked  off; "  and  that  so  far  as  witness  knows  the  doctor  did  not  visit  Parrott 
again  until  after  his  death,  which  occurred  before  break  of  day  on  the  27th.  Wit- 
ness says  Parrott  received  about  the  same  treatment  "  as  other  men  in  the  com- 
pany," and  made  no  complaints  to  witness  of  lack  of  care;  that  he  was  supplied 
with  such  food  as  is  used  in  the  Army  and  "  also  canned  fruit,  milk,  oatmeal,  and 
oranges."  Parrott  "  was  in  a  common  'A'  wall  tent  with  three  other  men  in  his 
company,"  there  being  no  floor  in  the  tent,  but  the  ground  was  sandy  and  Parrott 
"  had  a  straw  mattress  to  sleep  on." 

Private  Walker  testifies- that  he  visited  Parrott  during  his  sickness,  and  he 
appeared  to  have- all- the  comforts  "that  other  sick  men  Of  the  company  had,  and 
witness  did  not  hear  hiiil  make  any  complaints. 

Maj.  Egbert  B.  Savage,  Eighth  Infantry,  testifies  that  Dr.  Tabor  was  on 
duty  with  the  regiment  during  the  campaign,  nearly  all  that  time  being  "the  only 
surgeon  on  duty  with  the  regiment;"  that  he  seemed  to  be  constantly  at  work 
•from  early  morning  to  late  at  night  attending  to  the  sick,  and  "was  very  atten- 
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tive"  to  the  sick  of  the  regiment;  that  two  or  three  days  before  Private  Parrott's 
death  he  complained  to  witness  that  Sergeant  G-ambrel,  who  was  acting  first  ser- 
geant, had  ordered  Parrott  to  take  a  surf  bath,  and  that  he  took  it.  Witness  inves- 
tigated the  case  and  Sergeant  Gambrel  and  the  company  cook  stated  that  the 
sergeant  simply  ordered  Parrott  to  take  a  bath.  Witness  says  that  Dr.  Tabor 
reported  to  him  that  there  was  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  ambulances  to  take 
men  to  hospitals,  and  witness  thinks  he  said  "it  was  difficult  to  get  men  admitted 
to  the  hospitals;"  that  when  the  regiment  first  arrived  there  were  an  acting 
steward  and  two  privates  of  the  hospital  corps  on  duty  with  it,  but  "they  were 
sick  afterwards." 

Dr.  Tabor  testifies  that  he  attended  Parrott  for  two  or  three  days  before  August 
21,  when  he  went  on  sick  report;  that  he  remained  on  sick  report  until  his  death, 
4.30  a.  m.,  August  27;  that  he  was  suffering  from  gastro-enteritis  and  malarial 
fever;  that  he  treated  him  as  any  other  case  of  the  kind;  that  he  was  able  to  come 
to  the  dispensary  to  include  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  he  appeared  with  a 
very  heavy  cold,  stating,  in  reply  to  questions,  that  he  had  taken  a  surf  bath, 
having  been  ordered  to  do  so  by  First  Sergeant  Gambrel;  that  he  had  this  investi- 
gated and  Sergeant  Gambrel  did  not  deny  ordering  Parrott  to  take  a  bath,  but 
did  deny  ordering  him  into  the  surf.  (Sergeant  Gambrel  says  that  Parrott  was 
very  dirty,  and  he  asked  him  why  he  did  not  take  a  bath,  and  Parrott  replied  that 
he  "  was  not  able  to  take  a  bath  in  the  ocean; "  that  this  was  a  week  before  he 
died,  and  he  told  him  to  "go  down  to  the  cook  and  heat  some  water  down  there 
and  the  cook  would  give  him  a  bath  tub,  and  he  could  take  a  sponge  bath.") 
Witness  (Tabor)  says  the  result  of  this  bath  "  was  to  increase  the  severity  of  all 
his  symptoms  and  added  bronchitis;  "  that  at  the  sick  report  the  morning  of  the 
26th  he  made  a  round  of  visits,  and  must  have  seen  Parrott  about  10  or  11  o'clock; 
that  he  found  him  "  sitting  outside  of  his  tent  in  the  company  street,  and  appar- 
ently he  was  no  worse  than  he  was  the  day  previous,"  the  bronchitis  having  "  par- 
tially left  him,"  and  he  gave  him  the  medicine  right  there;  that  Parrott  asked 
him  if  he  couldn't  be  sent  to  the  hospital,  and  he  replied  that  if  Parrott  knew  of 
a  hospital  that  would  take  him  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  get  him  in,  telling 
Parrott  that  they  were  overcrowded;  that  only  the  day  before  Major  Brown  told 
him  "  that  there  were  75  men  lying  underneath  the  canvas  waiting  for  some  one 
to  die  so  that  they  could  get  a  cot; "  that  he  saw  Parrott  "  again  that  evening  " 
and  he  was  in  "  about  the  same  condition; "  that  at  the  time  he  had  over  100  men 
in  the  regiment  at  sick  call  and  on  sick  report,  about  30  of  these  cases  needing 
hospital  attention,  and  Parrott's  case  "  compared  up  to  this  time  favorably  with 
the  worst  of  these  cases; "  that  the  day  before  he  died  witness  inquired  of  Major 
Brown,  in  charge  of  the  general  hospital,  if  he  could  get  some  patients  in,  men- 
tioning four  or  five  cases  that  were  the  most  urgent,  this  case  among  them,  and 
was  told  that  the  hospital  was  overcrowded  and  he  would  have  to  keep  them  right 
in  camp. 

Major  Brown,  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  hospital,  testifies  that  he  does  not  know 
that  he  knows  Dr.  Tabor;  that  the  hospital  was  crowded  way  beyond  its  capacity, 
having  been  built  for  500  and  there  being  1,000  in  there;  that  the  order  was  that 
any  one  applying  Whose  sick  "were  absolutely  in  need  of  hospital  treatment  they 
were  to.be  taken  in;"  that  he  is  not  sure  that  this  order  was  always  carried  out, 
and  is  certain  "  at  that  time  men  were  lying  on  the  floor  without  cots  or  mat- 
tresses and  the  reason  of  that  was  we  had  none." 

Dr.  Tabor  submits  a  statement  signed  by  16  Officers  of  the  Eighth  Infantry, 
made  on  board  the  United  States  transport  August  17, 1898,  certifying,  to  the 
many  acts  of  professional  care,  devotion,  and  kindness  to  the  officers  and  to  the 
enlisted  men  under  their  command  during  the  campaign;  to  his  devoted  attention 
to  the  wounded  and  sick,  and  to  his  "  great  knowledge  and  skill  in  handling  fever 
cases."  '         -   •  -     . 


544         INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

With  reference  to  the  allegations  of  Julia  H.  Chad  wick,  in  accompanying  let- 
ter, Major  Beach,  acting  inspecter-general,  says  he  carefully  investigated  the 
charges  with  the  following  result: 

' '  I  talked  with  Private  Bouguier  (band) ,  Eighth  Infantry,  and  a  number  of  others 
of  the  regiment,  besides  inviting  complaints  through  a  noncommissioned  officer 
and  assuring  the  men  of  protection  in  making  them.  Officers,  noncommissioned 
officers,  and  privates,  without  exception,  spoke  in  praise  (some  in  the  most  lauda- 
tory way)  of  the  skill  of  Dr.  Tabor  (especially  in  treating  fever  cases),  and  of  his 
devotion  to  the  care  of  the  sick.  Sergeant  Gambrel,  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry, 
who  was  placed  in  arrest  for  the  insubordinate  language  referred  to  in  the  letter, 
admitted  that  he  had  been  hasty,  and  stated  that  the  only  thing  he  had  to  com- 
plain of  was  the  gruff ness  of  the  doctor  when  talking  to  the  sick;  he  also  thought 
that  the  doctor  ought  to  have  sent  the  sick  man  who  died  to  the  general  hospital. 
Sergeant  Gambrel,  of  course,  did  not  know  that  Dr.  Tabor  had  made  repeated 
efforts  to  get  men  into  general  hospital,  but  owing  to  its  overcrowded  condition 
they  could  not  until  recently  be  accommodated. 

"As  to  the  doctor's  gruff  manner  of  speaking,  that  seems  to  be  well  established; 
but  in  extenuation  Dr.  Tabor  states  that  he  was  sick  himself  and  that  he  had  been 
warned  by  the  former  regimental  commander  that  if  too  lenient  and  sympathetic 
with  soldiers  they  would  impose  on  him;  and,  furthermore,  that  he  sometimes 
spoke  roughly  to  the  men  to  disabuse  their  minds  of  the  idea  that  they  were  sicker 
than  they  really  were. 

"  Dr.  Tabor's  testimony  (uncontradicted)  shows  that  he  talked  for  fifteen  min- 
utes, on  the  morning  referred  to  in  the  letter,  to  the  man  who  died,  and  explained 
to  him  why  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  the  hospital. 

"  The  probable  cause  of  the  large  number  of  sick  in  the  Eighth  Infantry,  as  set 
forth  in  the  doctor's  letter,  is  within  the  knowledge  of  all  who  saw  their  work  in 
front  of  Santiago. 

"  With  reference  to  a  telegram  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  September  5, 
and  of  which  the  tenor  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  portion  of  the  letter  referred 
to  above,  the  facts  are  that  Dr.  Tabor  had  made  strenuous  efforts  to  get  Private 
Parrott  into  the  hospital,  but,  owing  to  its  crowded  condition,  he  was  unable  to  do 
so.  He  had  talked  for  fifteen  minutes  to  this  unfortunate  man  on  the  morning 
referred  to  in  the  letter,  and  explained  why  it  was  impossible  to  get  him  into  the 
hospital.  I  think  it  possible  that  he  did  use  the  language  referred  to  about  the 
hospital  being  for  sick  men,  but  there  should  also  be  taken  into  consideration  the 
doctor's  previous  talk  with  the  man  and  his  efforts  to  get  him  into  the  hospital,  as 
well  as  the  known  fact  that  Dr.  Tabor  had  a  very  large  number  of  sick  men 
to  attend." 

My  opinion  is  desired  "  as  to  how  far  charges  would  lie  against  Acting  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  Tabor." 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  it  is  believed  that  charges  alleging  neglect  of  duty 
could  not  be  sustained.  Charges  based  on  his  rough  language  to  the  sick  could 
probably  be  sustained. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  N.  Lieber, 

Judge- Advocate-General. 


Board  on  Army  Transport  Regulations, 

Room  F  7,  Army  Building, 

New  York,  October  11, 189S. 
The  Adjutant-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  my  judgment  the  publications  that  have  been  made  with  regard  to  Dr. 
Joseph  A.  Tabor,  contract  surgeon,  on  duty  during  the  Santiago  campaign,  and 
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until  recently  with  the  Eighth  Infantry,  do  him  gross  injustice,  tending  to  destroy 
his  professional  repute  and  practically  ruin  him,  from  that  point  of  view. 

Dr.  Tabor  has  written  me  with  regard  to  the  matter  and  I  have  advised  him  to 
make  an  earnest  and  respectful  demand  upon  the  War  Department  and  upon  the 
investigating  commission  for  a  full  hearing. 

I  desire,  myself,  to  say  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Tabor  that  I  was  personally  almost 
daily  cognizant  of  the  work  that  he  did  single  handed  with  the  regiment  in  the 
field  and  in  camp  at  Santiago  and  later  in  camp  at  Montauk;  that  I  never  knew 
a  man  more  conscientiously  and  industriously  devoted  to  his  work,  nor  one  who 
has  met  with  more  success  in  his  medical  treatment  of  the  men.  His  merit  as  a 
medical  officer  and  value  of  his  services  drew  from  the  officers  of  the  Eighth 
Infantry  the  best  testimonial  of  the  kind  that  I  have  ever  read,  and  I  would  have 
signed  it  myself  had  it  come  before  me  officially. 

The  whole  case  against  Dr.  Tabor  rests  upon  mistaken  statements  made  by  a 
correspondent  of  the  New  York  World  hunting  sensational  matter  at  Montauk, 
and  this  was  based  upon  the  offhand  and  unconfirmed  statements  of  two  or  three 
men  who  had  their  grievances.  I  happen  to  know  that  at  the  time  when  Dr. 
Tabor  refused  to  send  the  man  to  the  hospital,  whose  death  in  his  tent  subse- 
quently occurred,  there  was  no  bed  at  the  hospital  to  which  he  could  be  taken. 

I  am  instigated  to  write  this  purely  in  the  interests  of  justice  to  an  extremely 
worthy  officer,  whose  medical  skill  and  devotion  were  conspicuously  exhibited, 
although  in  a  modest  and  unobtrusive  way,  and  I  beg  leave  to  do  what  I  can  in 
the  Doctor's  interest  and  in  the  interest  of  common  justice.  I  sincerely  trust 
that  a  full  opportunity  will  be  given  to  Dr.  Tabor,  prior  to  his  leaving  the  service, 
to  establish  the  real  facts  of  the  case  in  his  behalf. 

Your  obedient  servant ,  William  Ludlow. 

Major-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washinaton.  October  1U,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army. 

Theo.  Schwan, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
[Second  indorsement.  ] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

October  18,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  recommending  reference  to  the 
board  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  war.    Dr.  Tabor's  contract  has  been  annulled,  but  if  an 
injustice  has  been  done  him  I  shall  be  glad  to  renew  it. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U  S.  Army. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  29,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  president  of  the  board  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  for  consideration 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Wm.  H.  Carter, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Brooklyn,  November  7,  1898. 
The  War  Inquiry  Commission: 

The  inclosed  matter  is  a  statement  of  facts  about  Camp  Wikoff ,  sent  in  answer 

to  your  request  of  last  month.    These  facts,  with  many  others  which  I  have  not 

time  to  give,  were  gathered  by  me  in  my  work  with  the  East  Hampton  relief  tent, 

which  work  I  undertook,  as  did  all  people  who  happened  to  be  at  the  east  end  of 

7833 35 


546  INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR   WITH    SPAIN. 

Long  Island  last  summer,  and  who  saw  with  their  own  eyes  that  the  state  of 
things  which  they  had  previously  read  of  in  the  newspapers  about  Camp  Wikoff 
was  in  truth  a  reality. 

I  would  like  to  say  here  that  I  have  no  personal  interest  whatever  with  the 
subject,  or  any  friends  or  relatives  in  the  Army. 

Inclosed  is  also  a  brief  statement  of  facts  from  Mr.  Lowell,  who  was  drawn  into 
the  work  in  the  same  manner. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Mary  C.  Lowell. 


Statement  of  Mary  C.  Lowell. 

The  following  incidents  are  only  specimens  of  those  I  encountered  continually 
in  the  nine  regiments  I  worked  in:  In  almost  every  tent  we  found  ill  men  who 
had  not  been  sent  to  the  hospital.  During  the  latter  weeks  in  September,  accord- 
ing to  the  statements  of  those  in  charge,  there  were  many  vacant  beds  in  the  hos- 
pitals, and  they  were  seen  by  all  of  us,  yet  for  some  reason  the  ambulances  were 
not  sent  to  take  the  men  from  the  camp  to  the  hospital. 

On  September  9  I  found  a  young  lad  named  Tapping,  in  Company  E,  of  the 
Eighth  Infantry,  who  had  not  been  to  Cuba,  but  had  just  come  up  a  few  days 
before  from  the  camp  in  Georgia.  He  was  lying  on  the  ground  without  a  tick 
(hay  mattress,  straw  mattress).  He  had  temperature  of  104°;  was  rolling  around 
and  groaning  from  shooting  pains,  which  he  said  he  had  all  over;  was  twitchmg; 
had  pains  in  back  and  headache.  He  was  not  taken  to  the  hospital  till  the  after- 
noon of  the  following  day,  and  had  nothing  in  the  meantime  but  cold  water  for 
nourishment.    Entered  at  the  general  hospital  as  a  typhoid  case. 

In  the  Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Infantry,  on  September  10,  there  were  a 
number  of  very  ill  men.  When  the  ambulance  came  from  the  general  hospital 
late  in  the  afternoon,  they  said  they  could  only  take  six  men  from  the  regiment. 
Six  men,  whose  tents  were  near  where  the  ambulance  stopped,  were  hustled  in  and 
driven  off. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  four  of  the  men  who  had  been  left  behind: 
One  of  the  men  in  the  band,  Cudener,  had  temperature  of  106°;  was  partly 
delirious,  pains  in  back,  headache;  had  been  suffering  from  continuous  fever  for 
some  days.  We  were  shown  an  order  for  him  to  go  to  the  hospital  signed  by  the 
doctor  three  days  before.  His  bunkie  said:  "  There  is  his  bundle  I  did  up  three 
days  ago,  and  we  have  been  expecting  he  would  go  off  long  before  this."  His 
company  street  was  situated  a  greater  distance  from  where  the  ambulance  stopped 
than  the  others. 

We  found  a  man  sitting  up  in  his  tent  so  stiff  with  rheumatism  he  was  unable 
to  lie  down.  He  had  his  bundle  done  up  beside  him  and  was  all  ready  to  go  to 
the  hospital,  with  his  order  from  the  doctor  in  his  hand.  "Oh,"  he  said,  "you 
needn't  do  anything  for  me  to-day.  I  am  going  to  the  hospital  this  afternoon. 
Has  the  ambulance  come?  "    But  it  had  come  and  gone  without  him. 

The  other  two  men  had  temperatures  of  105%  pains  in  the  lower  part  of  back, 
headache,  and  were  greatly  relieved  by  the  ice  we  got  for  their  heads;  but  of 
course  it  was  impossible  to  do  much  for  them  in  their  tents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyt,  of  New  York,  were  also  witnesses  of  the  above  facts. 

On  the  9th  and  10th  of  September  I  saw  Carl  Columbo,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry 
Regiment  band.  He  had  continuous  fever;  dry,  brown  tongue;  pains  in  back  and 
stomach.  He  was  suffering  from  the  delusion  that  he  had  been  put  in  a  colored 
regiment  because  he  was  sick  and  that  we  were  colored  people.  These  delusions, 
the  doctors  say,  come  in  the  second  week  of  typhoid.  He  was  not  taken  into  the 
hospital  until  September  12,  and  only  then  by  the  efforts  of  one  of  our  workers. 
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who  took  him  in  a  private  carriage.  He  was  entered  at  the  hospital  as  a  typhoid- 
fever  case. 

September  8  I  saw  a  man  fall  in  a  collapse  on  the  ground.  When  we  got  to 
him  he  was  an  ashy-green  color,  looked  as  if  he  was  dead,  and  could  not  speak. 
He  was  coming  from  the  rear,  where  he  had  just  been  to  vomit  blood  for  the 
ninth  time  that  day.  His  friend,  who  had  been  with  him  trying  to  help  him,  told 
us  he  was  a  Company  A  man  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry.  The  doctor  said 
there  was  nothing  we  could  give  him  that  he  could  keep  on  his  stomach.  His 
present  condition  was  the  result  of  aggravated  dysentery,  and  he  was  down  to  go 
to  the  hospital. 

There  were  two  contract  doctors  in  the  Eighth  Infantry  Regiment,  Dr.  Tabor 
and  Dr.  Thomas. 

Each  time  in  going  through  the  regiment  I  asked  every  man  if  he  was  on  the 
sick  report  and  if  he  had  seen  the  doctor,  so  his  directions  could  be  followed  out 
and  I  should  not  interfere  with  them.  Many  of  them  had  not  seen  the  doctor  at 
all,  as  they  were  so  weak  or  had  been  taken  suddenly  sick,  and  had  not  felt  able 
to  walk  up  to  his  tent  to  report  to  him.  "  Well,"  I  said,  "  does  not  the  doctor 
come  around  and  see  you,  does  not  he  make  a  round  of  the  regiment  in  the  morn- 
ing or  afternoon?  "  "  No,  ma'am,"  was  the  reply,  the  invariable  reply  I  received, 
though  I  was  very  careful  to  ask  every  man  in  the  regiment.  That  this  was  true 
I  had  proved  to  my  own  satisfaction  from  the  following  event,  besides  dozen  of 
others: 

On  Friday  afternoon,  September  8, 1  found  in  a  tent  in  Company  E  two  very 
sick  men,  they  were  really  boys,  neither  over  21  years  old.  One  had  a  frightful 
cough  and  pains  in  sides,  etc.  The  other  boy,  Tapping  by  name,  was  unmistakably 
very  ill;  it  seemed  to  be  typhoid;  he  had  continued  fever,  shooting  pains  all  over, 
headache,  pains  in  back  and  limbs,  hands  twitched,  brown  tongue,  etc.  He  was 
suffering  greatly,  and  his  face  was  the  picture  of  distress.  He  had  eaten  nothing 
for  some  time,  and  his  bunkie  said  he  was  not  on  the  sick  report,  as  he  was  unable 
to  walk  up  to  report  to  the  doctor,  and  the  doctor  had  not  seen  him.  These  two 
ill  men,  both  too  weak  to  sit  up,  had  not  been  to  Cuba,  but  had  come  up  from  the 
warm  climate  of  Georgia  on  Monday,  and  neither  of  them  had  any  ticks,  and  had 
been  lying  without  mattresses  on  the  ground  those  cold  nights  at  Montauk,  and 
they  were  not  old, "  hardened  soldiers,"  but  young  boys,  and  they  were  somebody's 
sons.  The  adjutant  of  the  regiment  hearing  they  were  sick  immediately  sent 
down  his  own  blanket  and  rubber  poncho.  Tapping  was  so  violently  ill  I  did  not 
dare  do  anything  for  him  on  my  own  responsibility,  so  I  went  immediately  for  the 
doctor.  I  found  Dr.  Thomas  and  explained  the  case  to  him,  and  he  started  with 
me  to  see  him.  But  alas!  all  the  rows  of  tents  look  alike,  and  Company  E  was 
divided  into  several  separate  divisions,  and  we  went  to  several  wrong  streets. 
The  doctor  stopped  then  and  said,  "Would  I  give  him  the  man's  name  and  com- 
pany, as  he  was  sorry  he  could  not  look  him  up  now;  he  would  surely  see  him 
some  time  that  evening  or  the  next  morning.  I  gave  it  to  him.  He  was  very 
polite,  and  said  it  was  so  hot  out  in  the  sun,  and  as  he  was  going  somewhere,  I 
was  at  perfect  liberty  to  go  and  sit  in  his  office  tent,  where  it  was  cool;  really 
I  would  get  a  headache  if  I  stayed  out  so  much  in  the  hot  sun. 

I  stood  looking  after  him  to  notice  what  direction  he  was  going  in,  to  see  if  it 
would  give  me  any  clue  to  the  more  pressing  duty  he  had  which  kept  him  from 
seeing  the  sick  man.  He  left  the  regiments  and  walked  away  from  the  whole 
camp  down  to  the  beach.  The  ocean  looked  lovely  and  cool  and  it  was  warm  in 
the  sun;  it  was  a  good  day  for  a  bath.  I  went  back  to  Tapping,  gave  him  all  I 
dared — a  drink  of  water,  which  he  begged  for — and  told  him  the  doctor  would 
come  to  him  very  soon.  I  left  feeling  sure  the  doctor  would  see  him  that  night 
and  would  find  a  way  to  get  him  taken  to  one  of  the  hospitals. 
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The  next  afternoon  when  I  walked  into  the  company  street— I  had  entirely  dis- 
missed him  from  my  mind— several  of  the  men  came  up  to  me  and  said,  "  O, 
ma'am,  there  are  some  awful  sick  men  down  there  in  that  tent,"  pointing  to  the 
one  I  had  seen  Tapping  in  the  day  before.  I  went  up  to  the  tent  and  found  Tap- 
ping just  as  I  had  left  him  the  day  before,  only  much  worse.  He  was  now  unable 
to  speak  distinctly  and  had  spells  of  severe  twitching  convulsions.  "Has  not 
the  doctor  been  here?"  I  gasped.  " No,  ma'am,"  his  sick  tent  mate  said;  "I  sent 
word  by  the  sergeant  to  have  him  come  and  to  have  his  name  put  on  the  sick 
report,  but  he  has  not  come." 

I  sent  a  man  to  the  doctor  telling  him  to  "come  immediately."  The  only  nour- 
ishment Tapping  had  had  since  I  saw  him  had  been  water.  I  had  just  taken  the 
thermometer  out  of  his  mouth  when  the  doctor  came  up;  I  handed  the  thermom- 
eter to  him;  it  registered  105°.  "  This  is  the  man  whose  name  I  gave  you  yester- 
day, doctor,"  I  said.  He  looked  confused,  but  gave  no  reason  for  not  having  seen 
him.  He  took  the  man's  temperature  with  his  own  thermometer  and  said  "it 
was  only  104*°."  He  examined  the  man,  and  as  I  walked  away  I  heard  him  give 
these  orders  to  one  of  the  men:  "  This  man  will  have  to  go  right  to  the  hospital; 
he  is  unable  to  walk  to  the  ambulance;  you  will  have  to  get  a  stretcher  and  carry 
him." 

For  the  second  time  I  dismissed  Tapping  from  my  mind  and  went  on  my  way. 
I  had  not  gone  far  when  I  heard  the  ambulance  (here  let  me  state  this  was  the 
only  occasion  I  saw  an  ambulance  answer  a  call  sent  to  the  general  hospital);  it 
stopped  at  the  end  of  Tapping's  street,  about  200  feet  from  his  tent.  1  ran  down 
and  was  there  in  time  to  see  Tapping  dragged  between  two  men;  his  feet  taking 
a  few  steps  and  then  dragging;  his  head  was  flopped  forward.  Dr.  Thomas  was 
not  there  to  see  him  put  in  the  ambulance,  nor  had  he  seen  that  a  stretcher  was 
used  for  this  moving.  I  saw  my  father,  Sidney  V.  Lowell,  who  was  with  me, 
turn  very  pale  at  the  sight  of  this  unnecessary  suffering,  and  he  shouted  to  the 
men,  "Don't  let  that  man  walk."  But  by  that  time  Tapping  had  been  shoved 
into  the  ambulance,  which  was  like  an  omnibus — two  rows  of  seats  facing  each 
other.  As  he  was  supposed  to  sit  up,  but  was  physically  unable  to,  I  presume  he 
flopped  over  on  the  other  men's  feet  (as  it  was  nearly  filled  with  men)  or  the 
floor,  but  I  did  not  look  to  see. 

I  have  mentioned  the  above  facts  to  show  that  the  doctors  in  the  Eighth  Infan- 
try Regiment  did  not  go  around  looking  for  and  taking  care  of  the  sick  men  until 
they  were  sent  for,  and  not  always  then;  and  there  are  many  witnesses  besides 
myself  to  testify  to  this. 

One  of  the  unfortunate  facts  about  the  sickness  in  the  regiments  during  the  war 
was  that  the  regiments  did  not  have  their  own  Regular  Army  doctors  with  them 
in  Cuba.  When  the  regiments  were  sent  off,  their  own  doctors,  who  knew  the 
men  and  had  been  with  them  at  their  stations,  were  detailed  to  hospitals,  and 
they  were  sent  off  with  new,  untrained  doctors,  who  were  appointed  to  the  posi- 
tion. But,  though  many  complaints  have  been  made  against  the  contract  doctors, 
there  are  always  exceptions  to  every  rule. 

For  instance,  to  show  that  all  the  other  doctors  were  not  like  the  doctors  in  the 
Eighth,  on  inquiring  of  the  men  in  one  of  the  regiments  if  the  doctor  made  a 
round  of  the  regiment  during  the  day  to  see  them,  they  said,  "  Yes,  every  after- 
noon, and  sometimes  he  brought  port  wine  and  brandy  for  the  very  sick,"  and  I 
found  he  had  left  bottles  of  lime  water  for  each  company.  When  I  sent  for  him 
to  come  and  see  some  sick  men  he  called  them  by  name,  had  been  watching  them 
evidently  very  carefully,  knew  just  when  they  had  had  their  last  chill,  and  had  a 
keen  professional  pride  in  their  getting  well. 

I  should  like  to  suggest  to  the  commissioners  that  if  Dr.  Thomas  is  the  only 
doctor  now  in  charge  of  the  Eighth  Infantry  that  they  see  that  a  good  doctor  is 
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sent  down  to  them  at  Huntsville  at  once,  as  each  regiment  is  supposed  to  have 
*two  doctors.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  Dr.  Thomas  might  not  be  able  to  pass  a 
difficult  medical  examination  or  that  he  is  not  well  posted  on  the  subject,  but  I 
do  say  that  at  Montauk  he  proved  to  be  utterly  indifferent  as  to  whether  the  men 
in  the  regiment  lived  or  died,  nor  did  he  know  who  were  sick  and  who  were  not 
sick,  or  the  names  of  the  sick  men. 

DOCTORS   ABSENT   FROM   THEIR   REGIMENTS. 

Thursday,  September  8,  when  I  was  in  the  Eighth  Infantry,  some  men  came 
rushing  wildly  to  me  shouting,  "Oh,  come  quickly,  there  has  been  an  accident. 
Do  you  know  where  we  can  find  a  doctor?"  "  What !"  I  said,  "  aren't  there  any 
regiment  doctors  here?"  " No,  no;  where  is  there  one?"  I  pointed  out  to  them 
the  doctor  in  the  Twenty-second  Infantry  and  came  back  to  the  regiment  and  ran 
to  the  scene  of  the  excitement.  I  found  a  sick  man,  McBride,  had  swallowed  the 
contents  of  a  bottle  of  ink  by  mistake.  The  poor  man  thought  it  was  poison  and 
so  was  kicking  out  wildly,  howling  with  fright.  The  adjutant,  Lieutenant  Lang- 
don,  was  trying  to  calm  him  and  was  giving  him  an  emetic.  By  the  time  the 
doctor  of  the  Twenty-second  arrived  the  ink  difficulty  had  been  overcome,  but 
the  man  was  in  hysterics.  It  was  ludicrous  yet  pathetic  at  the  same  time,  for 
the  man  was  completely  used  up  and  had  to  be  taken  to  the  hospital  the  next  day. 
It  might  just  as  well  have  been  poison  and  neither  of  the  doctors  would  have 
been  present. 

Monday,  September  12,  when  visiting  the  Fourth  Regular  Infantry,  besides  the 
usual  number  of  sick  men,  I  found  two  exceedingly  sick  men  with  temperatures 
of  105°  and  106°,  suffering  with  headaches,  pains  all  over,  etc.  I  saw  I  couldn't 
do  much  for  them  in  the  tents  and  went  over  to  find  a  doctor.  There  was  one 
doctor  in  the  regiment.  I  understood  he  was  a  fine  man,  but  one  of  the  officers 
told  me  he  was  not  there — he  had  been  ordered  off  some  hours  before,  he  under- 
stood, to  make  a  medical  examination  somewhere.  Of  course  this  seemed 
astonishing,  as  a  regiment  is  supposed  to  have  two  doctors  in  times  of  peace,  and 
the  doctors  must  always  be  present  with  the  regiment. 

Friday,  the  9th,  I  was  in  the  Easthampton  tent,  when  some  men  came  run- 
ning up  the  hill.  "Is  there  any  doctor  here?"  they  said.  "There  is  a  man 
down  in  the  Eighth  who  is  taken  awful  sudden  and  bad  with  cramps — Eisenberg." 
There  happened  to  be  a  doctor  in  the  tent  and  so,  fortunately,  he  could  go  down. 
They  said  they  could  not  find  the  regimental  doctor. 

As  I  was  packing  my  basket  in  my  relief  tent  one  morning  (September  12) ,  I 
was  told  that  a  man  from  the  Sixteenth  Infantry,  which  was  some  distance  off, 
wanted  to  see  me  outside.  He  said  he  had  seen  me  come  by  in  the  direction  of 
the  tent  and  he  saw  I  was  a  nurse,  so  that  maybe  he  could  come  after  me  now  and 
get  me  to  go  down  and  see  his  bunkie  who  had  been  taken  suddenly  bad  that 
morning,  and  the  doctor  was  away.  On  the  way  over  to  the  Sixteenth  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  been  sick.  "  Oh,  no,  ma'am,"  he  said,  "  I  escaped.  I  was  wounded 
in  the  shoulder,  so  after  awhile  I  was  taken  care  of  and  had  plenty  to  eat.  At 
first,  though,  I  thought  I  was  a  goner,  as  all  our  hospitals  were  so  busy  that  they 
could  not  attend  to  me,  so  no  one  did  anything  for  me.  They  said  I  would  have 
to  wait,  but  then  you  know  the  Red  Cross  came  along  and  took  me  up  and  sent 
me  north  to  a  hospital.  So  I  escaped  the  hard-tack  and  the  pork  (here  he  laughed) 
and  the  fever."  The  two  things  always  seem  to  go  together  in  their  minds.  Just 
let  me  say  here  that  this  was  the  same  story  told  me  by  every  wounded  man  I 
met. 

When  we  arrived  at  his  regiment,  I  found  his  bunkie,  Conroy,  Company  D,  lit- 
erally burning  up  with  fever.  I  gathered  from  his  bunkie  and  from  himself  later, 
when  his  fever  went  down,  the  following  facts,  which  1  noted  down  to  give  the 
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doctor:  "  Temperature,  106°;  pulse,  142;  headache,  constant  pain  in  lower  part  of 
back,  pains  in  stomach,  etc."  I  saw  the  man's  fever  must  be  reduced,  so  ice  was 
procured  and  put  on  his  head,  arms,  etc.,  the  tent  lifted  to  make  a  draft,  and  then 
I  sent  for  the  doctor  of  a  neighboring  regiment.  After  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
doctor  of  the  Sixth  Infantry  appeared.  He  said  he  had  not  come  sooner  because 
he  had  been  ordered  that  morning,  as  all  the  doctors  had  been,  up  to  the  general 
hospital.  They  had  been  ordered  to  rewrite  their  reports  they  had  just  sent  in. 
That  was  why  the  doctor  of  the  Sixteenth  was  away.  The  doctor  of  the  Sixteenth 
was  ill,  and  so  he  was  helping  him  to  look  after  his  men.  He  was  about  worn  out 
himself,  but  seemed  grateful  for  the  help  we  were  giving  him  and  asked  me  if  we 
wouldn't  go  through  the  regiment  and  see  some  other  men  who,  he  said,  needed 
care  very  much  whose  names  he  gave  us.  He  took  Conroy's  temperature  then 
and  found  it  over  104° .  He  said  we  must  continue  the  ice  until  it  got  down  to  102° . 
Conroy  was  sent  that  afternoon  by  Miss  Delafield's  efforts  to  the  division  hospital. 
It  astonished  so  many  people  who  closely  observed  the  subject  to  only  find  one 
doctor  in  so  many  of  the  regiments,  when  it  is  an  understood  army  regulation  that 
each  regiment  must  have  two  doctors.  It  was  also  found  to  be  a  fact  that  many 
of  these  regiments  had  been  sent  away  on  the  Cuba  campaign  with  only  one  doc- 
tor, when  in  time  of  peace  they  are  supposed  to  have  two.  I  personally  found 
only  one  doctor  in  the  following  regiments:  Twenty-second,  Sixth,  Sixteenth, 
Thirteenth,  Fourth,  Twentieth,  and  Third,  and  it  is  shown  from  the  above 
instances  the  one  was  not  always  there. 

THE   GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

On  Tuesday,  September  13, 1  went  to  the  general  hospital  to  see  a  man  named 
Scott,  Company  E,  Eighth  Infantry,  whom  we  had  sent  there  the  afternoon  before 
in  our  own  carriage.  When  I  saw  Scott  he  was  still  twitching  slightly,  though 
he  seemed  to  be  much  more  comfortable,  lying  for  the  first  time  in  so  many 
months  in  a  real  bed.  "  Scott,"  I  said  to  him,  "  how  are  you?  "  Scott  shook  his 
head,  murmuring,  "  Don't  hear."  "  Scott,"  I  yelled  at  the  top  of  my  voice,  close 
to  his  ear,  "how  are  you  to-day? "  Scott  motioned  with  his  hands  to  his  ears  and 
murmured,  "  Can't  hear — quinine."  He  was  absolutely  stone-deaf,  and  though  I 
screamed,  it  had  no  effect  whatever.  I  asked  the  nurse  what  his  case  was.  She 
said,  "  Oh,  I  don't  know;  he  hasn't  been  diagnosed  yet."  I  started  to  ask  her  how 
it  happened  he  had  been  given  such  frightful  doses  of  quinine  if  they  didn't  know 
what  was  the  matter  with  him,  but  she  had  vanished. 

In  the  third  week  of  September,  when  I  was  looking  up  some  of  our  men  in  the 
general  hospital,  I  was  perfectly  nonplussed  by  what  I  found  to  be  going  on, 
though  I  thought  I  had  reached  that  state  when  nothing  that  I  saw  or  discovered 
at  Montauk  would  surprise  me.  The  general  hospital  was  arranged  with  a  double 
row  of  tents  or  wards,  separated  by  a  wide  board  walk  or  street,  on  which  the 
tents  opened,  and  in  this  way  got  their  light  and  air.  They  were  always  open, 
and  the  men  lay  in  their  beds  in  full  public  sight,  were  bathed,  suffered,  and  died 
in  view  of  all  the  crowd,  pounding  and  scurrying  along  or  else  gaping  at  them 
with  undisguised  curiosity.  To  add  to  the  horror  of  the  scene,  they  were  taking 
down  some  of  the  tents,  which  were  only  a  few  feet  apart,  and  raising  in  their 
place,  next  to  a  tent  filled  with  ill,  wooden  barracks,  with  a  perfect  bable  of  noise, 
sawing,  hammering,  and  shouting  of  workmen,  which  is  necessary  to  the  construc- 
tion of  buildings.  This  was  being  done,  instead  of  at  some  distance  from  the 
spot  now  occupied  by  the  tents,  right  in  the  midst  of  these  dying  men,  only  sep- 
arated from  them  by  a  sheet  of  canvas.  This  was  the  haven  of  rest  that  was 
given  to  our  sons  to  die  in,  in  their  own  country,  in  the  heart  of  civilization. 

I  began  to  think  of  Lieutenant  Lafferty,  the  baby  lieutenant  of  the  army,  of 
the  Seventh  Infantry,  one  of  the  regiments  we  had  been  working  for,  whom  we 
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had  sent  broths  and  dainties  to  from  onr  tent  each  day.  He  was  very  ill  with 
typhoid  fever,  and  I  wondered  how  this  noise  was  affecting  him.  One  of  the  pri- 
vate trained  nurses  from  our  tent,  of  great  experience,  who  was  considered  one 
of  the  best  nurses  in  New  York  and  sent  to  us  as  such,  said  to  me:  "  I  wouldn't 
take  care  of  a  typhoid  case  in  that  place  for  any  amount  of  money.  Why,  that 
racket  alone  is  enough  to  raise  a  fever  patient's  temperature  two  or  three  degrees, 
aside  from  the  disastrous  effects  to  his  nerves.  Are  the  people  in  charge  here 
perfectly  indifferent  as  to  whether  these  men  live  or  die?" 

Lieutenant  Lafferty's  mother  came  over  to  the  ladies  of  our  tent,  begging  them 
for  the  sake  of  her  son  and  another  officer  who  were  both  crazed  by  the  noise,  to 
use  their  influence  to  have  it  stopped,  but  no  influence  was  of  any  avail.  Lieu- 
tenant Lafferty  and  the  other  lieutenant  were  not  allowed  to  be  removed  to  some 
place  of  quiet  where  their  lives  could  undoubtedly  have  been  saved,  nor  was  the 
work  on  the  buildings  abated  in  the  least.  The  pounding  and  hammering  went  on 
the  same  as  before,  and  Lieutenant  Lafferty  and  the  other  lieutenant  died  in  a 
few  days. 

I  came  up  to  the  hospital  with  Mrs.  St.  Clair  McKelway  one  of  these  days 
when  the  shouting,  banging,  and  hammering  were  going  on  just  the  same. 
"What,"  she  said,  "  surely  the  dangerously  ill  men  are  not  in  this  place?  "  I  told 
her  there  was  no  other.  She  said  nothing;  she  could  not  speak.  Those  in  charge 
of  the  hospital  said  in  response  to  the  remonstrances  she  made  about  it  that  sol- 
diers are  not  compelled  to  enter  the  Army;  that  feeling  was  largely  drilled  out  of 
them;  they  were  inured  to  suffering,  and  besides  the  very  ill  had  been  removed. 
I  presume  they  were  referring  to  those  who  had  been  and  were  to  be  removed  to 
their  graves. 


I  would  like  to  suggest  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Commission  that  they  see  while 
they  are  investigating  past  neglect — for  the  sake  of  the  country — that  no  fresh 
scandals  are  going  on  at  the  present  time.  Some  Brooklyn  doctors  and  some 
people  in  New  York  say  that  at  the  present  time  the  most  awful  atrocities  are 
going  on  at  the  hospital  at  Camp  Meade.  Among  other  things,  I  have  heard  that 
there  are  no  nurses  at  all  in  the  hospital  at  Camp  Meade,  only  the  men  themselves 
detailed  from  their  regiments.  People  are  also  very  indignant  that  for  all  the 
objection  made  when  the  army  was  encamped  at  Camp  Wikoff  the  same  method  is 
in  operation  now  at  Huntsville,  Ala. ,  where  these  same  worn-out  Fifth  Army  Corps 
regiments  are  stationed  in  tents  on  the  ground,  while  during  the  civil  war  in  per- 
manent camps  they  put  up  wooden  barracks  or  occupied  houses.  It  is  known 
that  many  cases  of  pneumonia  are  developed  among  these  regiments,  and  unless 
lumber  for  barracks  and  stoves,  etc. ,  are  given  them  shortly,  and  the  regiments 
that  are  not  recruited  up  returned  to  their  own  barracks,  there  will  be  a  protest 
from  the  press  all  over  the  country,  and  requests  to  this  effect,  signed  by  large 
numbers  of  people,  sent  to  Washington. 

Mary  C.  Lowell. 


Statement  of  Sidney  V.  Lowell. 

I  saw  many  sick  men  in  the  Montauk  camp  in  the  first  and  second  weeks  of 
September.  It  was  largely  a  camp  of  the  sick.  I  mention  a  few  cases  I  observed 
in  the  infantry  camps: 

September  10,  saw  Scott,  a  soldier  of  Company  A,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry.  I 
was  present  when  his  temperature  was  taken  by  a  volunteer  nurse.  It  was  106°. 
He  was  twitching  all  over.    His  respiration  was  30  to  the  minute.     I  took  it 
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myself  on  my  knees  in  the  tent.  He  was  not  removed  to  the  hospital  till  Sep- 
tember 12,  when  he  was  taken  in  a  private  vehicle.  The  second  week  of  Septem- 
ber saw  twice  Bouguier,  a  soldier  of  Company  H,  same  regiment  (Eighth  Regular 
Infantry).  He  had  a  shocking  cough;  was  unable  to  stand  after  a  fit  of  cough- 
ing. He  was  lying  right  on  the  ground  in  his  tent.  Finally  was  allowed  to  go 
home  or  start  for  home  in  this  condition.  He  was  pale  and  emaciated,  with  black 
rings  under  his  eyes,  and  trembled  greatly  with  weakness.  Saw  a  poor  soldier 
lad  the  same  day,  a  6-foot  skeleton,  shivering  in  his  thin  canvas  coat,  without  any 
shirt  underneath.  His  one  shirt  was  being  washed.  One  could  hardly  look  at 
him  without  tears,  he  was  so  stricken  with  disease — a  handsome,  brown-eyed  lad. 
I  gave  him  some  milk  he  was  in  sore  need  of,  as  he  could  eat  no  solid  food.  He 
was  too  far  gone. 

September  8  and  10,  saw  a  soldier  from  Kansas  named  Snyder,  of  the  Twentieth 
Infantry.  He  was  suffering  from  a  continued  and  severe  case  of  dysentery.  He 
could  not  walk  or  stand;  had  to  lie  down  continuously.  He  was  left  lying  in  his 
tent  right  along  for  some  weeks,  not  taken  to  the  hospital  at  all.  His  case  was 
like  hundreds  of  others.  I  mention  it,  as  I  recollect  his  name.  There  were  hun- 
dreds of  like  cases  of  dysentery,  fever,  coughs,  and  exhaustion  from  starvation 
found  by  me  in  the  four  regiments  I  visited — the  Third,  Eighth,  Twentieth,  and 
Twenty-second  Regular  Infantry  regiments. 

I  also  wish  to  add  that  I  was  a  witness  to  the  Tapping  incident,  in  the  Eighth 
Regiment,  and  I  was  also  a  witness  to  the  fact  that  on  September  8,  when  a  man 
had  swallowed  a  bottle  of  ink,  in  the  regiment,  neither  Dr.  Thomas  nor  Dr.  Tabor 
were  present. 

One  of  the  most  astounding  things  I  found  was  that  many  of  the  men  in  the  regi- 
ments I  visited  had  no  underclothes  whatever,  and  when  the  Government  issued 
new  underclothes  these  latter  weeks  in  September,  with  winter  approaching  (aside 
from  the  cold  at  Montauk  itself),  they  were  the  lightest  weight  underclothes,  the 
shirts  being  sleeveless.  Whoever  is  responsible  for  this  was  certainly  guilty  of 
gross  mismanagement. 

Sidney  V.  Lowell. 


THE  LAFFERTY  CASE. 

Fort  Logan,  Colo.,  October  2, 1898. 
Hon.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 
My  Dear  General:  The  Associated  Press  speaks  of  what  is  called  "the  Lafferty 
case"  as  being  presented  for  investigation  before  the  Commission.  Lieutenant 
Lafferty  was  wounded  at  Caney,  went  to  hospital,  and  returned  to  duty;  was 
continuously  so,  but  with  slight  occasional  illnesses,  until  coming  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Camp  Wikoff .  There  he  went  to  hospital  with  typhoid  fever  and  died 
there.  The  officers  of  his  regiment  were  attentive  during  illness;  had  a  man, 
beside  the  hospital  attendants,  by  him,  etc.  His  mother  came  to  him  and  was 
frequently  visited  by  the  lieutenant's  friends.  She  was  aided  on  his  death,  pecu- 
niarily and  every  way,  in  getting  home  with  the  remains  to  Denver,  and  an  officer 
went  with  her.  She  was  hysterical,  is  ignorant,  and  became  a  ready  source  of 
malign  inspiration  to  hungry  reporters  in  Denver,  where  she  resides.  There  is  no 
bottom  to  the  calumnies  these  fellows  have  sown  broadcast  in  Lafferty's  case. 

I  can  not  believe  that  the  conceited  mouthings  of  all  the  Harding  Davises  in  the 
world  will  rob  you  of  the  high  esteem  you  merit  of  dispassionate  men. 
Sincerely  yours, 

G.  S.  Carpenter, 
Brigadier-General  of  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Seventh  Infantry. 


THE    LAFFERTY    CASE.  553 

Fort  Sam  Houston,  Tex., 

San  Antonio,  October  2,  1898. 
The  Investigating  Committee: 

Gentlemen:  Inclosed  find  clipping.  Under  orders  of  General  Lawton  I  was 
assigned  to  General  Bates,  on  board  steamship  Berlin,  and  placed  in  charge  of  a 
number  of  sick  regular  army  officers.  Among  the  number  was  Major  Irons,  of 
General  Bates's  staff,  Captain  Fisher,  M.  D. ,  and  others. 

On  my  arrival  at  Montauk  Point  I  accompanied  these  officers  to  the  general 
hospital,  and  at  their  request  I  was  assigned  for  duty  to  the  officers'  ward,  under 
Major  Nancrede,  professor  of  surgery,  Ann  Harbor  Medical  College.  I  began  my 
professional  duties  in  officers'  ward  September  1,  and  was  relieved  to  return  to 
my  troop  and  regiment  September  20. 

Among  the  patients  was  Lieutenant  Lafferty,  referred  to  in  this  clipping.  He 
had  been  wounded  in  Cuba;  had  typhoid  fever;  he  and  Dr.  Francis  Wynter  devel- 
oped phlebitis;  both  got  better.  Dr.  Wynter  was  sent  to  a  hospital  in  New  York. 
A  very  damp,  foggy  spell  of  weather  come  on  and  Lieutenant  Lafferty  took  pneu- 
monia. Dr.  Dellafield,  a  very  prominent  New  York  physician,  Col.  N.  Senn, 
Major  Thomason,  Colonel  Greenleaf ,  Captain  Jackson,  and  some  other  prominent 
physicians  were  called  in  consultation  in  Lieutenant  Lafferty's  case.  A  screen 
was  placed  around  his  bed,  a  special  nurse  was  detailed  night  and  day  to  attend 
Lieutenant  Lafferty  "alone,"  also  an  orderly,  whose  duty  it  was  to  devote  their 
whole  time  to  Lieutenant  Lafferty.  I  saw  him  every  hour  during  the  day.  I 
made  my  visit  to  the  ward  at  9  p.  m.,  and  again  from  12  to  1  a.  m.,  and  at  5.30 
a.  m.  If  anything  occurred  in  the  ward  I  was  called  and  answered  cheerfully 
at  any  hour. 

After  Miss  Annie  Wheeler  left  us  as  chief  nurse,  Miss  Murray,  assistant  nurse, 
was  made  chief.  She  is  a  noble,  pure,  hard-working,  painstaking  woman,  who 
took  especial  pains  to  see  Lieutenant  Lafferty  needed  nothing  we  could  give  him. 
Lieutenant  Lafferty  was  the  only  death  in  the  officers'  ward  in  the  three  weeks  I 
had  charge,  and  no  one  regretted  it  more  than  your  humble  servant,  Lieutenant 
Lafferty,  if  at  his  home  and  able  to  command  $1,000,000,  could  not  have  procured 
higher  medical  talent  or  better  nursing  than  he  received  in  the  officers'  ward  of 
the  general  hospital  at  Camp  Wikoff ,  and  I  defy  The  World  to  prove  the  contrary. 

Mrs.  Lafferty,  Lieutenant  Lafferty's  mother,  arrived  at  Camp  Wikoff  ten  days 
before  his  death,  and  there  was  nothing  Major  Nancrede,  Major  Brown,  Major 
Thomason,  Captain  Jackson,  M.  D.,  and  Colonel  Greenleaf,  or  I  could  do  to  please 
her.  The  same  with  the  lady  nurses,  and  when  Lieutenant  Lafferty  died,  about 
10  a.  m.,  Monday,  19th  September,  she  told  me  I  had  killed  her  son  and  asked  me 
to  kill  her.  I  did  my  duty,  as  can  be  proved  by  every  officer  in  the  ward  and 
medical  man  in  the  hospital, 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  W.  Walker,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D., 
Captain  Troop  G,  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Volunteer  Texas  Cavalry. 


CASE  OF  LIEUT.  WILLIAM  TIFFANY. 

[Report  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  William  Tiffany,  First  United  States  Volunteer  Cavalry,  who 
died  in  Boston  two  days  after  being  transferred  from  the  Olivette,  by  Surgeon  A.  H.  Appell, 
U.  S.  A.] 

The  numerous  comments  in  the  daily  and  weekly  press  regarding  this  case,  and 
the  social  prominence  of  the  dead  officer,  would  seem  to  make  an  official  report 
desirable. 

Lieutenant  Tiffany  was  a  convalescent  from  malarial  fever  when  admitted  to 
the  Olivette.    He  was  not  a  bedridden  patient,  but  up  and  around,  generally 
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going  to  the  dining  saloon  for  his  meals.  He  improved  daily  during  the  voyage. 
We  had  at  all  times  an  abundance  of  wholesome  and  suitable  food  (although 
wide  publicity  had  been  given  to  the  statement  that  he  died  of  starvation) . 

Among  the  abundant  supplies  of  the  Olivette,  we  had  fresh  beef  and  poultry  of 
excellent  quality;  plenty  of  ice  to  preserve  the  same,  and  for  all  other  purposes; 
fresh  bread;  light  biscuits  and  crackers;  farinaceous  foods  in  variety;  cream;  fruits, 
preserved  and  fresh;  jellies;  and  delicacies.  For  drinks  there  were  iced  lemonade 
and  orangeade  (made  from  distilled  water) ,  carbonated  waters,  tea  and  coffee  of 
excellent  quality,  wines  and  cordials  as  required. 

When  Lieutenant  Tiffany  arrived  in  the  United  States  he  was  met  by  a  mem- 
ber of  his  family,  who  called  out  to  him  that  he  had  brought  a  lot  of  "  supplies" 
for  him,  asking  him  if  he  had  plenty  of  whisky.  I  cautioned  Lieutenant  Tiffany 
as  to  the  necessity  of  his  exercising  the  greatest  moderation  in  the  matter  of 
eating  and  drinking,  advising  him  to  go  to  his  home  and  at  once  place  himself 
under  the  care  of  a  competent  physician. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Fernandina  I  learned  of  his  death  at  Parker  House,  Boston, 
and  the  published  statements  in  reference  thereto. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  ITS  VOYAGE  TO  PORTO  RICO  AND  ITS  SUFFERINGS  AFTER  REACH- 
ING THE  ISLAND,  AS  CONTAINED  IN  THE  STATEMENTS  OF  CHAPLAIN  O'DELL 
AND  HON.  M.  T  MOLONEY,  FORMERLY  ATTORNEY-GENERAL  OF  ILLINOIS— SEVERE 
CHARGES  AGAINST  DR   HUIDEKOPER. 

Joliet,  III.,  November  15,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  Dr.  Huidekoper,  in  his  testimony  in  Chicago,  criticised  the  officers 
of  the  Third  Regiment  rather  severely.  Colonel  Bennett  lives  in  this  city;  also 
the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  Dr.  Shaw,  and  the  chaplain,  Reverend  O'Dell.  They 
do  not  rank  as  high  in  the  Army  as  Dr.  Huidekoper,  but  we  think  here  that  they 
are  fully  as  capable  of  telling  the  truth  and  of  judging  the  facts.  The  stories  our 
soldiers  tell  are  much  different  from  the  one  told  by  Colonel  Huidekoper.  Com- 
pany B  went  from  this  city  and  they  all  tell  very  much  the  same  story.  Could 
not  you  summon  some  of  these  officers  before  your  board? 

Yours,  truly,  Jas.  H.  Ferriss. 


Ottawa,  III.,  December  2,1898. 
Mr.  James  H.  Ferris, 

The  News  Company,  Joliet,  III. 
Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  statement  which  might  possibly  be  made  a 
little  shorter.     I  dictated  it  hurriedly,  however,  and  every  word  in  it  is  absolutely 
true.    If  it  is  true,  what  a  villain  Huidekoper  is,  and  what  a  crime  has  been 
committed  by  our  Government  in  appointing  and  retaining  him  in  its  service. 

I  would  further  state,  however,  that  I  have  a  lawsuit  set  for  the  12th  of  Decem- 
ber next,  which  will  last  two  or  three  days,  and  which  I  must  be  here  to  attend 
to.    I  could  not  possibly  go  to  Washington,  even  if  called,  before  the  termination 
of  this  suit.    My  being  in  Chicago  prevented  an  earlier  reply. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  truly, 

M.  T.  Moloney. 


Joliet,  III.,  December  6,  1898. 
Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  War  Inquiry  Board,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  November  18.  I  inclose  the  state- 
ment of  our  former  attorney-general,  Mr.  Moloney,  who  visited  his  boy  in  the 
Third  Illinois  Volunteers  at  Porto  Rico.  He  is  not  in  the  military  service  and 
thus  speaks  plainly.  I  find  those  still  in  the  service  have  some  hesitancy.  I  also 
include  Chaplain  O'Dell's  statement. 

I  expect  to  forward  the  statement  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Starrett  soon.  He  has 
dictated  it  to  a  stenographer  here  and  it  has  been  sent  to  Elgin  for  his  signature. 
The  officers  here  tell  me  he  expected  trouble  and  jotted  down  notes  at  the  time. 
They  believe  he  is  a  valuable  witness. 

Surgeon  Shaw  is  on  the  sick  list  himself  and  Colonel  Bennett  is  in  the  East 
looking  after  his  sick  men,  and  I  am  not  able  to  get  their  statements. 
Yours,  truly, 

Jas.  H.  Ferriss. 
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Joliet,  III.,  December  3,  1898 
Mr.  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  Inquiry  Board,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  appointed  chaplain  of  the  Third  Illinois  on  the  1st  of  August, 
1898,  and  on  the  17th  arrived  at  Porto  Rico.  I  found  a  good  many  sick  in  the 
regiment.  Colonel  Bennett  asked  me  to  take  especial  interest  in  the  field  hospital, 
which  seemed  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  On  the  18th  I  went  to  the 
hospital  and  spent  much  of  the  time  thereafter  for  weeks  in  caring  for  the  sick. 
Many  of  the  sick  lay  on  the  ground  and  were,  with  few  exceptions,  exposed  to  the 
weather.  There  were  few  cots.  General  Moloney  and  myself  bought  12  cots  and 
presented  them  to  the  hospital  in  order  to  get  the  desperately  sick  cases  off  the 
ground.  The  tents  were  not  in  alignment  and  the  commanding  surgeon  ordered 
them  to  be  changed.  The  night  force  of  nurses  was  called  to  do  the  work  in  the 
midst  of  a  great  rain  storm.  The  consequence  was  that  the  patients  were  soaked 
to  the  skin  and  laid  in  the  water.  The  mud  was  ankle  deep,  mingled  to  a  certain 
extent  with  the  excrement  of  the  patients.  The  stench  in  places  was  terrible.  I 
helped  pull  some  of  them  out  of  the  water  myself. 

The  hospital  at  first  was  poorly  supplied  with  drugs,  and  in  one  case  ammonia 
was  used  to  take  maggots  out  of  a  boy's  mouth  in  my  presence  because  there  was 
no  alcohol.  I  was  sent  by  the  colonel  to  Ponce  for  ice  and  registered  mail,  and 
incidentally  to  report  the  awful  condition  of  the  hospital  to  Generals  Miles  and 
Gilmore.  I  reported  to  General  Gilmore  and  he  sent  125  cots  and  an  ambulance 
loaded  with  medicine  and  supplies. 

I  found  there  was  nothing  for  fever  patients  to  eat  but  hard-tack,  pork,  corned 
beef,  onions,  beans,  and  coffee,  so  I,  under  order  of  Colonel  Bennett,  bought  the 
first  bread  that  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  for  three  weeks  supplied  all  the 
wine,  all  the  milk,  all  the  chickens,  and  all  the  bread  that  was  eaten  by  the  sick 
at  the  hospital. 

We  were  short  at  first  in  drugs.  I  found  but  250  Dover  powders  on  hand,  which 
lasted  about  two  hours.  There  was  a  scarcity  of  alcohol,  and  several  times  there 
was  a  scarcity  of  quinine. 

On  August  29  Oscar  Kennert,  one  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  boys,  died,  and 
Colonel  Huidekoper  ordered  me  to  bury  him  at  10  o'clock.  The  colonel  told  me 
that  all  I  would  be  required  to  do  would  be  to  officiate  and  he  would  attend  to  the 
rest.  At  10  I  was  present,  as  he  ordered,  and  found  a  man  with  4  mules  and  a 
wagon  present  to  take  the  body  to  the  cemetery.  There  was  no  guard  of  honor, 
no  bearers  to  help  load  the  body  into  the  wagon.  I  marched  alone  at  the  head  of 
the  mules.  At  headquarters  the  flag  was  not  lowered  to  half-mast.  General 
Moloney,  a  citizen  of  Illinois,  walked  by  my  side  for  the  last  few  blocks  to  the 
cemetery  and  helped  me  to  lower  the  body  into  the  grave.  No  salute  was  fired, 
no  taps  were  sounded,  and  the  soldier  boy  was  buried  without  military  honors, 
although  done  strictly  in  accordance  with  Colonel  Huidekoper's  orders. 

On  September  2-7  there  were  38  new  cases  of  fever  and  dysentery,  making  more 
than  150  ill  in  quarters.  Major  Shaw  told  me  there  was  not  enough  quinine  for  use 
that  day.  I  reported  to  the  colonel,  and  he  sent  me  with  $25  to  purchase  quinine, 
if  I  could  not  get  it  at  headquarters.  They  were  out  of  quinine  at  headquarters, 
but  Major  Stephenson,  however,  divided  with  me  the  scanty  supply  he  had  for 
the  city  ward.  General  Grant  asked  me  if  I  had  followed  up  the  sick  list  that 
morning,  and  I  said  I  had,  and  that  there  were  38  new  cases.  He  said  he  would 
stop  the  increase  in  sickness  in  our  regiment  by  arresting  the  physician;  that 
Major  Shaw  had  been  responsible  for  the  increase.  Before  I  reached  camp  an 
orderly  passed  me,  carrying  an  order  to  arrest  Dr.  Shaw,  and  we  were  left  from  9 
o'clock  in  the  morning  till  after  dark  without  a  physician,  and  I  had  to  do  the 
best  I  could  for  the  sick  with  my  limited  knowledge  of  medicines. 
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I  called  attention  on  several  occasions  to  the  fact  that  the  Government  had  pro- 
vided 60  cents  per  day  for  each  of  the  sick,  but  we  never  received  any  money  for 
the  hospital,  save  that  which  came  from  private  sources,  till  the  very  last  of  our 
stay  in  Porto  Rico.  I  offered  5,000  feet  of  lumber  to  the  hospital  for  flooring  when 
I  first  went  there,  but  it  was  never  accepted. 

Since  I  have  written  this  much  I  have  read  Mr.  Moloney's  statement.  While  in 
Porto  Rico  he  was  with  me  almost  constantly.  He  has  given  the  particulars  more 
fully  and  has  done  it  fairly  in  every  instance  I  am  acquainted  with. 

D.  D.  O'Dell. 


Ottawa,  III,,  November  29, 1898. 
Mr.  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary,  etc.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commission  lately 
appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in 
the  war  with  Spain  the  following: 

My  son  Fred,  having  enlisted  and  being  a  member  of  Company  C  of  the  Third 
Illinois  Volunteers,  I  during  the  most  of  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  up  until 
the  23d  of  July  last  lived  with  the  regiment  at  Camp  Thomas  or  its  immediate 
vicinity,  and  when  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  Porto  Rico  I  went  to  Newport 
News  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  July,  from  whence  I  took  shipping  in  the 
transport  Massachusetts  to  Porto  Rico.  The  regiment  left  Rossville  Gap  at  11 
o'clock  on  Friday  morning,  July  22.  We  had  all  been  given  to  understand  up 
to  that  time  that  when  we  left  we  were  going  by  an  entirely  different  route,  and 
only  learned  on  Thursday  evening  of  the  change,  which  was  publicly  commented 
upon  and  denounced  because  it  took  the  troops  several  hundred  miles  out  of  their 
natural  course  on  their  way  to  Newport  News.  I  did  not  go  with  the  regiment, 
but  on  Saturday  morning  at  9  o'clock  left  Chattanooga  for  Newport  News,  arriv- 
ing at  the  last-named  place  between  six  and  eight  hours  ahead  of  the  regiment. 
We  remained  at  Newport  News  from  Sunday,  the  24th  of  July,  until  a  quarter  of 
1  on  Thursday,  the  28th  of  that  month,  when  on  the  last-named  date  the  trans- 
port Massachusetts  sailed,  as  above  stated,  for  Porto  Rico. 

The  Third  Illinois  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bennett,  left  Newport 
News  on  the  St.  Louis  after  that  date. 

On  the  Massachusetts  were  1,050  mules,  including  some  few  horses.  There  were 
also  on  the  same  transport  1,005  men,  consisting  of  some  troops  of  cavalry  from 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Brooklyn,  together  with  the  signal-service  corps 
from  Illinois,  commanded  by  Captain  Inman. 

On  the  upper  deck  of  this  transport,  fore  and  aft  of  the  officers'  quarters,  were 
constructed  stalls  for  those  mules.  These  temporary  stalls  were  covered  by 
planks,  and  on  the  top  of  these  were  piled  up  bales  of  hay,  with  nothing  to  secure 
the  same.  On  the  second  deck,  which  was  entered  by  a  ladder  way,  stalls  were 
constructed  for  those  mules.  On  the  third  deck  below  were  the  men  quartered. 
The  weather  was  suffocatingly  hot.  The  men  were  exhausted  both  from  the  heat, 
want  of  any  proper  food,  and  want  of  water.  One  Captain  Reed  was  commander 
of  the  boat.  The  soldiers  could  scarcely  get  any  water  the  first  day  or  night  out. 
They  were  faint  and  weary,  and  those  of  them  who  were  able  to  drag  themselves 
from  the  third  deck  below,  where  they  were  located,  climbed  on  top  of  those  tem- 
porary constructions  above  referred  to,  where  was  the  baled  hay,  and  slept  thereon, 
Indeed,  they  occupied  those  positions  whenever  they  were  permitted  to  do  so,  in 
the  daytime  as  well  as  in  the  night. 

The  throwing  together  of  animals  and  men  on  that  transport  caused  sickness 
and  two  of  the  officers  who  had  fairly  decent  places  contracted  typhoid  fever. 
One  of  them  was  Major  Smith,  who  afterwards  died  at  Ponce,  in  Porto  Rico. 
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The  officers  on  board  the  boat  were  highly  offensive  to  the  men,  and  frequently 
in  my  hearing  cursed  them  without  a  reproof.  Especially  was  the  conduct  of  a 
little  lieutenant  named  Coudert,  from  New  York,  highly  offensive  and  almost 
unbearable.  Of  course,  I  mean  toward  the  men.  The  soldiers  offered  in  my 
hearing  to  purchase  a  glass  of  water  and  were  refused.  I  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards got  it  for  them.  This  frequently  occurred.  The  excuse  given  was  that  the 
fresh-water  supply  might  run  out,  though  Engineer  MacDonald,  of  the  boat,  told 
me  on  the  Wednesday  morning  following  at  Ponce,  in  Porto  Rico,  and  while  the 
boat  was  fast  on  a  coral  reef,  within  between  2  and  3  miles  of  the  port  of  Ponce, 
that  he  had  pumped  into  the  sea  35  tons  of  fresh  water.  The  weather,  happily, 
was  fine,  and  the  sea  smooth  between  Newport  News  and  Porto  Rico.  Had  it 
been  otherwise  neither  the  bailed  hay  above  referred  to  nor  the  men  occupying 
the  same  would  ever  have  reached  their  destination. 

The  stench  all  over  the  boat  was  highly  offensive,  and  that  combined  with  the 
heat  rendered  the  place  where  the  soldier  boys  were  located  in  the  vessel  well 
nigh  impossible  to  live  in.  It  was  inhuman  and  barbarous  to  put  any  human 
beings  where  they  were  put. 

On  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  July,  between  12  and  1  o'clock,  we  reached  Guanica. 
We  were  signaled  to  leave  there  at  once  and  proceed  to  Ponce.  When  within 
a  few  miles  of  the  playa  or  port  the  Massachusetts  ran  upon  a  coral  reef  and 
remained  there  for  several  days.  The  Government  furnished  a  chart,  which  I 
saw,  and  it  did  not  indicate  a  reef  at  that  point.  The  cruiser  Columbia  had  been 
on  the  same  reef  two  days  before  we  reached  there,  but  at  that  time  had  gotten 
off.  Some  days  after  the  Massachusetts  got  off  this  reef  two  other  of  our  boats 
got  on  precisely  the  same  place,  and  yet  during  all  this  time  there  was  nobody 
took  enough  of  interest  in  incoming  vessels  to  indicate  this  dangerous  reef,  place 
its  location  upon  a  chart,  or  give  other  warning  of  its  location. 

General  Miles  was  then  in  Ponce.  General  Brooke,  with  the  Third  Illinois,  had 
on  Monday,  August  1,  proceeded  to  Arroyo,  where  he  landed  on  the  2d  and  3d. 
On  the  3d  of  August  I  got  off  the  Massachusetts  and  arrived  in  Ponce.  On  the 
next  morning  at  the  playa  I  was  surprised  to  see  taken  out  of  cases  (which  cases 
were  labeled  1896)  Krag-Jorgensen  rifles,  handed  to  our  soldiers,  and  their  old 
Springfield  rifles  of  the  pattern  of  1874  taken  from  them  and  put  back  in  the 
same  cases  out  of  which  the  Krag-Jorgensen  rifles  were  taken.  I  inquired  of  the 
officers  why  these  rifles  were  not  given  to  them  while  at  Camp  Thomas,  or  at  least 
before  we  left  Newport  News.  They,  nor  any  of  them,  did  not  know,  but  sug- 
gested that  the  cause  might  be  that  the  Government  had  not  the  same  manufac- 
tured up  to  the  time  of  our  leaving.  When  I  called  their  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  cases  were  labeled  1896 — that  they  had  been  stored  there  for  two  years — they 
gave  it  up.  I  afterwards  asked  General  Brooke  at  Guayama  if  he  knew  why  this 
was  so,  and  he  said  he  did  not. 

On  the  16th  of  August  I  reached  Guayama,  where  General  Hains's  brigade, 
consisting  of  the  Third  Illinois,  Fourth  Ohio,  and  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  were 
located,  together  with  some  troops  of  cavalry  and  four  batteries  of  artillery. 
General  Brooke  was  there  in  command.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  been  with  General 
Wilson's  command  at  Coamo,  and  afterwards  between  Coamo  and  Aibonito. 

The  reserve  hospital,  over  which  one  Colonel  Huidekoper  had  control,  was 
located  a  short  distance  directly  east  of  the  last-named  town  and  within  five  min- 
utes' walk  of  the  same.  I  located  myself  at  a  hotel  in  that  village  and  within  a 
block  of  the  headquarters  of  General  Brooke  and  General  Hains.  On  Tuesday, 
the  16th  day  of  August,  it  rained  very  heavily,  indeed.  On  the  last-named  date, 
as  above  stated,  I  arrived  at  Guayama.  The  next  morning  I  visited  the  hospital. 
There  were  then  at  the  so-called  reserve  hospital  about  200  patients  SK*k  from 
various  diseases,  mostly  typhoid  and  tropical  malarial  cases.    Dr.  Starrett,  the 
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assistant  surgeon  of  the  Third  Illinois,  was  in  charge  of  the  sick  belonging  to  the 
Third  which  were  then  at  that  hospital.  There  was  besides  this  hospital  what  is 
known  as  the  regimental  hospital,  out  at  the  camp  where  the  boys  were  located. 
This  was  in  charge  of  Major  Shaw,  surgeon  of  our  regiment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  August  Dr.  Starrett  did  not  have  a  thermometer 
to  take  the  temperature  of  any  of  the  70  odd  patients  over  whom  he  had  charge. 
The  two  thermometers  which  he  had  had  been  broken  and  he  could  get  none 
from  Dr.  Huidekoper.  The  maggots  were  horribly  numerous  on  the  mouths  of 
many  of  those  sick  boys.  It  was  disgusting  to  see  them.  He  told  me  he  had 
nothing  but  ammonia  diluted  with  water  with  which  to  wash  them  off  their 
mouths.  He  could  get  neither  whisky,  brandy,  nor  alcohol  from  Dr.  Huide- 
koper to  do  it  with.  I  found  on  the  same  day,  and  it  was  still  raining,  some  30 
boys  lying  on  the  ground,  many  of  whom  were  suffering  from  typhoid  fever.  It 
is  true  they  had  an  old  blanket  under  them  and  one  over  them,  but  that  was  all. 
They  were  wet  through  and  through.  There  were  no  cots  on  which  to  place 
them.  The  ground  itself  was  covered  with  an  underbrush,  here  and  there  the 
ends  of  twigs  and  young  trees  sprouting  up  and  across  it — you  could  not  walk 
without  stumbling.  The  grass  was  rotting  and  decaying  and  no  attempt  had 
been  made  to  clear  it  away.  I  asked  Dr.  Starrett,  of  the  Third,  and  Major  Bain, 
of  the  Second,  Ohio,  why  cots  were  not  furnished  these  boys.  They  told  me 
Huidekoper  wouldn't  furnish  them. 

I  went  back  to  the  village  that  afternoon  and  purchased  thermometers  and 
brandy,  and  inquired  of  a  Mr.  Bruno,  who  kept  a  drug  store  at  that  place,  for 
cots.  I  told  him  I  would  pay  for  them,  but  he  said  he  knew  of  none  in  town. 
There  were  plenty  of  them  to  be  had  at  Ponce,  but  no  movement  had  been  made 
for  weeks,  that  is  from  the  2d  of  August  up  to  the  17th  to  bring  them  from  there. 
Dr.  Herzog,  of  the  medical  department,  whom  I  had  met  at  Ponce,  told  me  they 
had  any  number  of  them  which  could  have  been  shipped  at  any  time  at  the  request 
of  Colonel  Huidekoper.  Mr.  Bruno  sent  for  the  alcaldi,  and  through  Mr.  Bruno, 
who  spoke  English,  I  requested  him  to  furnish  me  with  cots.  He  said  he  had 
none.  I  said  I  was  informed  he  had  and  that  I  was  going  to  pay  for  them,  and 
unless  he  would  furnish  me  with  cots  I  would  go  into  the  houses  and  bring  them 
out.  He  then  stated  he  had  sufficient  frames  if  the  canvass  was  put  on.  I  had 
him  at  once  employ  men  to  do  this,  and  in  a  day  I  had  sufficient  cots  made  to  take 
all  our  boys  off  the  ground.    I  paid  Mr.  Bruno  for  these  cots. 

At  this  time  the  ordinary  food  for  those  sick  boys  was  boiled  onions  and  fat 
pork.  There  was  no  milk,  no  eggs,  no  bread  to  be  had  from  the  Government. 
Chaplain  Odell  and  myself  had  to  furnish  for  that  hospital  from  that  time  forth, 
and  out  of  our  own  pockets,  the  milk  and  the  eggs  up  until  about  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  bread  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  and  up  until  the  govern- 
mental bakery  was  opened  at  Guayama.  The  doctors  told  the  chaplain  that  the 
boiled  onions  and  fat  pork  that  were  being  furnished  to  those  boys  in  that  reserve 
hospital  who  were  sick  with  typhoid  fever  and  other  diseases,  was  simply  poison. 
During  all  this  time  Colonel  Huidekoper,  General  Brooke,  or  General  Hains 
never  gave  the  faintest  suspicion  that  we  were  doing  this,  and,  though  they  all 
knew  it,  they  never  attempted  to  direct  that  these  things  be  furnished  by  the 
United  States  Government.  It  was  so  common  that  even  a  deaf  man  might  have 
heard  that  Colonel  Huidekoper,  during  his  time  in  Porto  Rico,  was  nothing  but 
a  common  drunkard.  Two  boys  at  the  hospital  told  me  that  at  Arroyo,  the  night 
after  they  landed,  they  stole  from  Colonel  Huidekoper  2  quarts  of  whisky;  that 
Huidekoper  about  11  o'clock  at  night,  instead  of  going  to  his  headquarters,  lay 
down  under  his  wagon  and  four  times  before  he  went  to  sleep  drank  out  of  a 
quart  bottle  of  whisky;  that  he  placed  the  others  under  his  head,  and  when  he  got 
up  in  the  morning  and  went  away  he  forgot  the  other  bottles  of  whisky,  which 
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the  boys  appropriated.  This  latter  of  course  is  hearsay,  but  the  boys  can  be 
produced. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  of  August,  Chaplain  Odell  and  myself,  as  was  our 
custom,  went  to  the  reserve  hospital.  Three  or  four  tents  were  entirely  taken 
down.  The  boys  were  lying  on  their  cots  sick  with  fever  and  rain  was  pouring 
down  on  them.  I  asked  Dr.  Starrett,  "  Why  was  this,  and  who  had  ordered  it?" 
He  said  Dr.  Huidekoper  ordered  it;  but  I  said,  "Why?"  He  said  that  the  tents 
were  about  half  a  foot — some  a  little  less  and  some  a  little  more — out  of  line, 
and  Huidekoper  ordered  them  down,  as  they  must  be  placed  on  an  exact  line. 
There  were  our  sick  boys  thus  exposed  to  the  downpour  of  rain.  Their  condition 
that  night  and  the  next  morning  was  simply  horrible.  No  ditches  had  been 
made  around  these  tents  that  night  to  carry  off  the  water  and  it  ran  through 
them. 

No  ice  was  procured  or  attempted  to  be  procured  for  the  sick  in  that  hospital. 
It  is  true  there  was  none  in  Guayama,  but  there  was  ice  at  Ponce.  There  was  an 
ice  machine  there.  Colonel  Case,  of  the  Fourth  Ohio,  told  me  that  Dr.  Huide- 
koper had  stated  distinctly  to  him,  or  within  his  hearing,  that  ice  was  a  luxury 
and  not  a  necessity  for  sick  soldiers;  and  it  was  then  commonly  stated  by  all  the 
officers  that  Huidekoper  would  not  permit  the  entrance  of  any  ice  into  the 
reserve  hospital,  though  all  the  doctors  begged  for  it  for  their  boys. 

I  went  to  Ponce,  some  45  miles,  and  brought  ice  to  the  hospital.  Dr.  Huide- 
koper did  not  object  to  it,  so  far  as  I  know.  During  all  this  time,  and  up  until 
General  Brooke  left  Guayama  for  San  Juan  (and  then  he  took  Huidekoper  with 
him)  Dr.  Huidekoper  never  entered  one  of  the  tents  of  this  reserve  hospital  and 
felt  the  pulse  of  any  of  the  boys  and  never  took  the  temperature  of  one  of  them,  or 
attempted  to  do  so.  At  one  time  Dr.  Starrett  had  some  80  patients  to  wait  upon, 
and  the  boys  who  assisted  him  as  nurses  were  too  few.  He  requested  Colonel 
Bennett,  of  the  Third  Illinois,  to  furnish  him  with  a  few  men  to  assist  him  in 
measurably  taking  care  of  the  sick.  Colonel  Bennett  did  so.  Colonel  Huide- 
koper ordered  them  off  the  ground  and  back  to  their  regiment,  and  when  remon- 
strated with  by  Lieutenant  Starrett,  assistant  surgeon,  and  when  told  that  they 
were  absolutely  necessary,  that  the  boys  were  dying  for  want  of  proper  care,  he 

said  that  he  didn't  care  a  d ,  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  that  Colonel  Bennett 

should  have  first  requested  him  in  writing  whether  he  should  send  those  boys  to 
the  hospital,  and  not  having  done  so  they  should  go  back.  It  was  then  Colonel 
Bennett  requested  me  to  see  General  Brooke  and  protest  against  the  conduct  of 
this  man  Huidekoper. 

We  had  funerals  from  day  to  day.  During  all  of  the  time  that  we  had  those 
funerals  not  one  of  the  general  officers  entered  the  tents  of  this  reserve  hospital, 
nor  did  one  of  them  attend  a  funeral.  The  first  general  officer  who  visited  the 
boys  and  attended  the  funerals  was  General  Grant,  after  he  arrived  at  Guayama. 

On  Sunday,  the  28th  day  of  August,  Oscar  Kernest,  a  soldier  of  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania,  died.  That  regiment  had  left  a  day  or  two  before  for  Ponce,  on 
their  return  home.  General  Grant  arrived  at  Guayama  on  the  same  day.  He 
had  issued  an  order  directing  Colonel  Colt,  of  the  Fourth  Ohio,  to  prepare  an 
escort,  to  procure  a  hearse,  a  coffin,  and  a  flag,  as  well  as  a  shooting  party  and  a 
trumpeter  to  bury  the  last-named  soldier  at  1  o'clock  on  the  next  day,  Monday. 
This  order  was  known  to  us  all.  In  defiance  of  it  Colonel  Huidekoper,  in  writ- 
ing, the  next  morning  ordered  Chaplain  Odell,  of  the  Third  Illinois,  to  take  the 
body  of  that  soldier,  put  it  in  a  coffin,  place  it  in  a  wagon,  and  drive  it  to  the 
cemetery,  and  bury  it.  Of  this  conduct  and  violation  of  the  order  of  General 
Grant,  the  latter  complained  to  General  Brooke  in  a  certain  letter  which  now 
remains  among  the  files  in  Brooke's  headquarters.  In  speaking  of  the  matter  to 
General  Grant  he  felt  outraged  at  it,  as  we  all  did,  and  as  well  at  his  suggestion 
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as  prompted  by  my  own  feelings,  I  filed  the  following  charges  with  General  Grant 
against  Colonel  Huidekoper,  a  copy  of  which  is  as  follows: 

Guayama,  September  2,  1898. 
General  Grant, 

Commanding  Officer,  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  First  Army  Corps. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following:  On  Monday,  the  39th 
day  of  August,  1898,  while  sitting  on  the  porch  of  the  hotel  I  noticed  a  wagon  with  two  soldiers 
preceding  it,  together  with  Chaplain  Odell,  pass  your  headquarters.  I  was  surprised,  and 
thought  I  must  be  mistaken,  as  I  knew  the  funeral  was  to  take  place  at  1  p.  m.  of  that  day. 
The  dead  body  of  Oscar  Kernest,  a  soldier  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  in  that 
wagon.  I  immediately  followed  and  overtook  the  wagon  some  time  before  it  reached  the  gate 
of  the  cemetery.  There  was  no  flag  shrouding  the  coffin.  There  was  no  flag  provided.  There 
was  no  escort,  no  music,  no  trumpeter,  nothing  to  indicate  we  were  to  bury  a  dead  soldier  of 
our  country  save  as  above  indicated.  The  two  soldiers  referred  to,  together  with  the  chaplain 
and  myself,  took  the  coffin  from  the  wagon  and  carried  it  to  its  resting  place  and  lowered  it  to 
the  grave.    When  I  overtook  the  chaplain,  as  above  stated,  I  was  filled  with  indignation,  and  am 

now  sorry  to  say  I  used  the  following  language:  "  Chaplain,  why  in  h is  this?    Where  is  our 

flag;  where  is  the  escort;  where  is  everything  that  ought  to  be  here  and  is  not?  Are  our  boys 
to  be  buried  like  dogs?"  The  good  chaplain  replied,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "I  can't  help  it, 
General.  Colonel  Huidekoper  ordered  me  to  do  it,  and  I  had  to  obey."  This  is  a  statement  of 
the  facts  as  they  occurred  under  my  observation.  A  paper  now  remains  in  the  hands  of  Major 
Bain,  or  at  least  was  handed  to  him  by  Chaplain  Odell,  on  which  Colonel  Huidekoper  wrote 
the  order  directing  the  chaplain  to  bury  the  soldier  herein  referred  to.  Of  the  soldiers  buried 
this,  I  am  informed,  is  the  only  one  that  he  gave  any  orders  in  writing  about  the  burial.  This 
is  only  one  of  the  many  cruel  acts  of  Colonel  Huidekoper,  some  of  which  have  come  under  my 
own  observation,  and  all  of  which  would  do  honor  to  a  Weyler. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  M.  T.  Moloney. 

This  communication  was  forwarded  by  General  Grant  to  General  Brooke  for 
the  latter 's  information,  stating,  however,  that  the  facts  concerning  that  funeral 
had  already  been  forwarded  by  me  in  a  numbered  letter.  This  communication 
of  mine  was  returned  to  General  Grant  with  this  indorsement ' '  That  it  was  not 
surprising  that  a  mistake  of  the  kind  should  occur."  There  was  in  addition, 
however,  an  indorsement  in  substance  as  follows:  "  That  Colonel  Bennett  and  the 
officers  of  the  Third  Illinois,  on  a  previous  occasion,  on  the  death  of  one  of  the 
boys  of  that  regiment,  had  omitted  to  have  a  shooting  party  at  the  burial  of  the 
dead  soldier."  As  if  the  omission  of  Colonel  Bennett  and  the  other  officers  on  a 
previous  occasion  was  any  excuse  or  justification  for  Huidekoper's  conduct.  All 
of  the  originals  herein  referred  to  now  remain  at  the  headquarters  of  General 
Grant  or  General  Brooke, 

On  Tuesday,  the  9th  day  of  August,  Captain  Dunavan,  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  Reg- 
iment (the  letter  of  his  company  I  have  forgotten) ,  went  from  Guayamo  to  Arroyo 
on  business.  The  distance  is  between  4  and  5  miles.  On  entering  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Arroyo  he  passed  by  the  cemetery  and  saw  a  soldier  standing  guard.  It 
was  then  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  He  asked  him  what  he  was  doing  there,  and 
he  replied  by  saying  he  was  standing  guard  over  the  remains  of  one  of  his  com- 
rades. Captain  Dunavan  passed  through  the  gate,  turned  the  blanket  from  off 
the  dead  soldier's  body,  and  it  was  filled  with  flies  and  maggots.  The  soldier 
begged  that  he  might  be  relieved;  that  he  had  been  there  since  8  o'clock  that 
morning,  and  had  had  nothing  to  eat  during  the  whole  day.  It  was  then,  as  I 
have  stated,  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Captain  Dunavan  asked  who  ordered 
him  there  at  8  o'clock  that  morning,  and  he  replied  by  saying,  "  Colonel  Huide- 
koper." Dunavan  then  went  into  the  village,  procured  a  coffin,  a  flag,  a  native 
to  dig  the  grave,  and  an  escort  and  a  trumpeter,  and  returned  with  them,  relieved 
the  soldier,  and  gave  the  dead  boy  a  partially  decent  burial.  When  this  was 
completed  it  was  nearly  dark,  and  then  as  he  was  leaving  the  cemetery  Colonel 
Huidekoper  with  two  natives  approached.  Huidekoper  requested  to  know 
what  he,  Dunavan,  had  been  doing.  Dunavan  informed  him,  and  Huidekoper 
remarked  that  he  came  there  for  the  purpose  of  burying  the  soldier  himself. 
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Dunavan  inquired  if  he  had  a  coffin,  and  he  said  he  had  not.  The  natives  had  a 
pick  and  shovel,  Huidekoper  had  either  a  Bible  or  a  prayer  book  in  his  hand,  and 
proposed  to  bury  the  soldier  without  a  coffin,  without  a  flag,  without  an  escort, 
without  a  trumpeter.  All  these  facts  with  reference  to  this  particular  instance  I 
have  no  personal  knowledge  of,  it  is  true.  Captain  Dunavan,  however,  repeated 
the  same  to  me  in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Colt,  the  colonel  of  his  regiment,  the 
chaplain  of  his  regiment,  the  lieutenant-colonel  of  his  regiment,  and  the  major  of 
his  regiment,  and  stated  that  at  any  time  he  was  willing  to  testify  to  them.  I 
understand,  however,  that  Huidekoper  does  not  deny  this. 

The  provisions  furnished  the  soldiers,  if  good,  were  fairly  plentiful,  but  they 
were  all  bad,  or  mostly  bad.  Out  of  ten  days'  rations  of  potatoes  not  sufficient 
for  two  days  could  be  found,  and  then  canned  tomatoes  were  furnished  to  make 
up  the  deficiency.  The  tomatoes  were  bad,  swelled.  I  have  driven  a  bayonet 
into  many  of  these  cans,  and  when  withdrawn  the  inside  would  squirt  10  feet 
into  the  air.  They  were  made  eatable  by  the  mixture  of  large  doses  of  soda.  Two 
hundred  thousand  pounds  of  fresh  beef,  purchased  of  Swift  &  Co. ,  in  Chicago, was 
on  the  Massachusetts,  above  referred  to;  300,000  pounds  from  the  same  company 
was  conveyed  to  Porto  Rico  on  the  Manitoba,  all  of  which,  or  nearly  all,  was 
tainted,  unfit  for  use,  and  destroyed  after  it  arrived  at  Porto  Rico.  There  are 
more  cattle  in  Porto  Rico  to  the  square  mile  than  in  any  State  of  this  Union.  To 
carry  fresh  meat  from  Chicago  to  Porto  Rico  was  much  worse  than  carrying  coals 
to  Newcastle.  I  have  traveled  to  the  west  of  the  island  and  the  center  of  it  and 
along  at  the  point  where  I  am  now  speaking  of,  and  I  know  whereof  I  speak. 
The  most  easily  procurable  thing  on  the  island,  and  at  the  least  possible  cost,  was 
fresh  meat.  A  few  ice  machines  could  be  readily  transported  to  that  island  and 
would  only  occupy  a  little  space  in  the  doing.  There  was  plenty  of  fuel  to  oper- 
ate such  machines,  to  procure  ice  therefrom  to  cool  meat  when  killed  on  the 
island.  Our  Government  knew  these  facts,  or  it  didn't.  If  it  did  know,  it  was 
terrible.  If  it  did  not,  it  was  equally  so.  Thirty-eight  per  cent  of  the  Ohio  regi- 
ment were  sick;  over  30  per  cent  of  the  Third  Illinois  were  sick,  and  all,  or  mostly 
all,  can  be  charged  to  the  improper  treatment  of  those  soldiers  both  in  transpor- 
tation and  in  the  food  which  was  received  after  landing  upon  the  island. 

Many  other  matters,  now  too  numerous  to  mention,  came  under  my  personal 
observation,  but  I  fear  this  statement  has  already  been  drawn  out  too  long. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  truly, 

M.  T.  Moloney. 


Ottawa,  III.,  December  12,1898. 
Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary,  Washington,  D.  C. : 
Can  not  leave  Ottawa  this  week.    Will  let  you  know  Friday  or  Saturday  if  I 
can  reach  Washington  Monday  or  Tuesday  of  next  week. 

M.  T.  Moloney. 

[Note. — Mr.  Moloney  did  not  appear.] 


ARMY   CONTRACTS. 


NEW  YORK  WORLD  OFFERS  TO  PRODUCE  EVIDENCE  OF  CORRUPTION  IN  THE  AWARD 
OF  ARMY  CLOTHING  CONTRACTS— CORRESPONDENCE,  TELEGRAMS,  ETC.,  COVERING 
THE  EPISODE. 

New  York,  October-November. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman  War  Investigating  Commission, 

Arlington  Hotel,  Washington,  D.  C: 
The  New  York  World,  which  has  heretofore  presented  to  yonr  Commission  sev- 
eral documents  containing  statements  of  alleged  abuses  in  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
with  names  of  witnesses,  etc.,  has  recently  collected  many  facts  of  alleged  influ- 
ence exerted  to  affect  the  awarding  by  the  Government  of  war  contracts.  The 
World  is  prepared  to  present  to  the  Commission  legal  documents,  contracts,  arti- 
cles of  retainer,  affidavits,  etc.,  bearing  directly  on  the  letting  of  war  contracts 
and  efforts  to  influence  their  award,  together  with  the  names  of  persons  that  may 
be  called  as  witnesses  in  relation  to  the  facts  in  the  World's  possession,  many  of 
these  facts  as  yet  unpublished.  Will  the  Commission  therefore  give  immediate 
attention,  if  possible,  to  this  matter?  If  so,  the  World  will,  on  request,  send  a 
representative  to  Washington  to  present  the  facts.  Kindly  telegraph  answer  to 
Nelson  Hersh,  World  Office,  New  York.  Copy  of  this  has  been  sent  to  each 
Commissioner. 

The  World. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  November  2, 1898. 
New  York  World, 

Pulitzer  Building,  New  York  City: 
The  Commission  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  telegram  of  the  World  of 
yesterday,  and  in  answer  thereto  has  to  state  that  its  work  for  several  days  has 
been  cut  out  and  must  be  attended  to;  that  when  the  Commission  arrives  in  New 
York  it  will  be  very  happy  to  hear  any  witnesses  that  may  be  produced  by  the 
World  or  by  any  other  person. 

Denby. 


War  Department,  Washington,  November  3,1898. 
The  President  War  Investigating  Committee, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  send  you  herewith  copy  of  the  New  York  World  of  the  2d  instant,  with 
what  purports  to  be  the  facsimile  of  a  letter  from  Burnett,  Stay  ton  &  Campbell, 
of  New  York,  and  ask  to  have  them  summoned  to  inquire  what  is  the  meaning  of 
the  lines,  underscored  in  the  letter,  which  read  thus:  "  It  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  our  Washington  friends  get  the  larger  part." 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  3, 1898. 
Hon.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Hon.  Charles  Denby,  vice-president  of  the  Commis- 
sion, to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of  this  date,  inclosing 
copy  of  the  New  York  World,  and  to  say  that  the  matter  will  be  referred  to  the 
Commission  for  its  action  as  soon  as  the  body  resumes  its  sittings  in  Washington. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

New  York  City,  November  19, 1898. 
New  York  World,  New  York  City. 

Gentlemen:  Referring  to  your  request  as  to  the  investigation  of  contracts  by 
this  Commission,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  Commission  is  prepared  to  investigate 
any  contract  that  has  been  made  by  the  Government  where  fraud  is  charged  or 
undue  influence  against  any  officer  of  the  War  Department. 

If  you  have  any  evidence  bearing  upon  such  cases  we  would  be  pleased  to 
hear  it. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  by  direction  of  the  Commission,  that  in 

response  to  your  suggestion  an  effort  was  made  to  summon  witnesses  in  the 

matter  of  the  alleged  frauds  in  army  contracts.     The  result  of  that  effort  is 

sufficiently  set  forth  in  the  following  communication  from  the  New  York  World. 

Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 


New  York,  November  29, 1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to 

Investigate  the  Conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  War  with  Spain. 

Dear  Sir:  The  World  received  in  due  course  your  courteous  note  of  November 
19,  stating  that  "  the  Commission  is  prepared  to  investigate  any  contract  that  has 
been  made  by  the  Government  where  fraud  is  charged  or  undue  influence  against 
any  officer  of  the  War  Department,"  and  adding  that  "if  The  World  has  any  evi- 
dence bearing  upon  such  cases  the  Commission  would  be  pleased  to  hear  it. " 

Knowing  the  great  difficulty  often  experienced  in  establishing  facts  by  legal 
proof,  even  in  a  court  of  justice,  The  World  carefully  considered  and  took  counsel 
on  your  offer  during  the  nearly  three  weeks  that  elapsed  between  the  making  of 
the  proposition  and  the  meeting  of  your  Commission  in  this  city.  It  observed  the 
proceedings  of  the  Commission  from  day  to  day,  and  could  not  fail  to  perceive 
the  public  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  your  Commission  had  neither  the  power  to 
compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  nor  to  protect  those  who  had  volunteered 
their  testimony. 
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The  witnesses  to  the  facts  discovered  by  The  World  in  relation  to  a  trade  in 
army  contracts  were  unwilling  to  submit  to  an  ex  parte  examination  in  these  cir- 
cumstances. As  their  attendance  could  not  be  compelled,  The  World  deems  it 
best  to  await  the  Congressional  investigation  which  it  hopes  will  be  ordered  and 
conducted  with  a  determined  purpose  and  adequate  authority  to  bring  to  light 
all  the  facts  relative  to  the  "conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with 
Spain." 

Respectfully,  yours,  The  New  York  World. 


A  WORLD  WITNESS. 

[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

December  13,  1898. 
The  Editor  of  the  New  York  World. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commission  to  call  your  attention  to  a  statement  in 
your  issue  of  the  4th  November  (second  page) ,  signed  William  E.  Ryan. 

The  Commission  are  anxious  to  know  whether  this  Ryan  is  the  same  who  has 
been  elected  to  the  Fifty-sixth  Congress  from  the  Thirty-second  (Buffalo)  New 
York  district,  and,  if  not,  to  obtain  the  address  of  the  person  who  signed  the 
statement  in  your  issue  of  the  4th  of  November,  above  referred  to. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman,  Secretary. 


New  York,  December  25, 1898. 
War  Investigating  Commission, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sirs:  Illness  and  absence  from  the  city  have  prevented  me  from  replying 
sooner  to  your  favor  of  December  13,  inquiring  about  the  identity  of  William  E. 
Ryan,  whose  statement  was  published  in  The  World  of  November  4. 

While  The  World  will  be  glad.to  furnish  any  information  of  service  to  the  Com- 
mission, the  inquiry  in  your  letter  as  to  "  whether  this  Ryan  is  the  same  who  has 
been  elected  to  the  Fifty-sixth  Congress  from  the  Thirty-second  New  York  dis- 
trict "  impels  me  to  ask  whether  the  object  of  your  inquiry  is  to  ascertain  the 
politics  of  Mr.  Ryan,  or  merely  to  obtain  his  present  address? 

Yours,  faithfully,  Nelson  Hersh. 

[Note. — The  World  was  informed  in  response  to  this  that  the  Commission 
cared  nothing  as  to  Mr.  Ryan's  politics  and  was  interested  only  in  his  identity  and 
present  address.    No  reply  was  received  from  The  World.] 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  12. 
Gen.  James  A.  Beaver, 

Chairman  War  Investigating  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C: 
I  have  made  no  complaint  personally  or  in  writing  concerning  war  investiga- 
tion.   Any  use  of  my  name  is  unauthorized;  in  writing  is  a  forgery. 

W.  H.  Ryan, 
Congressman-elect,  Thirty-second  New  York  District. 
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No.  508  Eleventh  Street  NW. , 

Washington,  January  16,  1899. 
Capt.  Evan  P.  Howell. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  it  that  a  fair  judgment  must,  in  the  main — and  very  much  in 
the  main — charge  the  matters  that  went  wrong  in  the  recent  war  to  haste  and 
inexperience. 

From  1861  to  1871  I  was  engaged  in  almost  every  kind  of  army  administrative 
work,  beginning  as  company  clerk  and  passing  eventually,  and  after  a  long 
service  at  headquarters,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  the  post  of  what  I  might  term 
clerk  of  the  table  to  Secretary  Stanton  and  his  successors  down  to  Belknap. 
Some  things  that  I  saw  and  heard  and  learned  and  talked  and  wrote  about  in 
those  days  remain  to-day  as  they  were  then,  and  as  they  touch  the  permanent 
welfare  and  efficiency  of  the  Army  I  am  going  to  very  briefly  suggest  them  to 
you  for  such  use  as  you  choose  to  make  of  them. 

1.  It  is  as  true  to-day  as  it  has  been  for  years  long  antedating  the  civil  war,  that 
the  military  interests  of  the  country  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Quartermaster,  Subsistence,  and  Pay  departments  into  a  single  corps. 
In  their  separate  existence — the  result  of  an  historical  development  unconnected 
with  the  logic  or  science  of  war — they  do  in  an  expensive  and  defective  way  what 
could  be  done  much  better  if  they  were  united. 

2.  The  closed  staff  system,  if  a  good  one  for  any  army — which  I  doubt — is  a  par- 
ticularly bad  one  for  our  Army.  Except  as  to  Engineer  and  Medical  Corps  (and 
to  the  Engineer  Corps  should  be  transferred  the  present  Signal  Corps) ,  line  and 
staff  service  should  be  interchangeable  with  us.  The  present  system  tends  to 
make  mere  men  of  the  desk  out  of  those  engaged  in  staff  duties;  they  get  almost 
wholly  out  of  touch  with  men  and  material,  and  insensibly  come  to  substitute 
papers  for  the  living  and  substantial  things.  Furthermore,  if  we  had  an  open 
staff  system  we  could  furnish  from  the  Regular  Army  an  efficient  staff  for  the 
largest  army  of  volunteers  we  are  ever  likely  to  need,  which  the  closed  system 
would  never  permit. 

3.  The  general  staff  is  defective  for  want  of  a  military  chief  of  staff.  We  have 
and  can  have  but  one  commander  of  the  Army — namely,  the  President — and  the 
nominal  commander  is  neither  fish,  flesh,  nor  fowl.  The  general  staff  is  not  his 
staff,  but  the  staff  of  the  President,  and  unless  the  President  should  transform 
him  into  a  chief  of  staff  (which  the  President  could  do  if  he  pleased) ,  he  can  have 
no  authority  over  the  general  staff.  The  Secretary  of  War,  who  is  and  must  be 
the  real,  immediate  head  of  the  military  establishment,  would  be  greatly  aided  by 
a  chief  of  staff;  whereas,  in  all  the  years  spent  in  trying  to  have  a  general  com- 
mander of  the  Army  who  never  did  nor  never  could  command  it,  there  has  been 
friction,  hostility,  and  hurtful  gossip,  if  not  scandal.  When  General  Grant  gave 
up  commanding  armies  in  the  field  in  1865  and  established  himself  at  Washing- 
ton, he  soon  found  out  the  inevitable  limitations  of  his  high-sounding  title;  but 
he  was  a  placid  man,  and  his  advice  was  influential,  and  he  got  along.  When  he 
became  President,  he  and  Secretary  Rawlins  tried  to  make  General  Sherman  a 
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real  commander  of  the  Army,  but  in  a  few  weeks  law  and  logic  proved  too  strong 
for  the  attempt,  and  General  Sherman,  not  being  a  placid  man,  eventually  went 
to  St.  Louis  and  there  performed,  at  much  inconvenience  to  the  service,  the  little 
there  was  possible  to  him.  In  being  restive  under  his  big-looking  but  unavoid- 
ably almost  empty  position,  General  Miles  is  simply  just  what  all  his  predecessors 
have  been  since  the  days  of  Scott  at  least,  and  I  might  say  from  the  days  of 
Macomb. 

It  is  no  more  the  fault  of  the  now  President  and  Secretary  of  War  that  the 
nominal  commander  of  the  Army  can  not  command  it  than  it  was  of  President 
"Grant  and  Secretary  Rawlins,  in  1869,  that  General  Sherman  could  not  command 
the  Army.  But  it  is  open  to  them  to  assign  one  of  the  general  officers  of  the 
Army  to  duty  as  chief  of  staff  of  the  Army,  and  if  that  officer  should  be  General 
Miles  he  would  find  himself,  at  the  cost  of  putting  aside  his  own  very  limited 
authority,  in  a  place  of  real  power  and  usefulness,  and  the  Secretary  of  War 
would  find  himself  able  to  temper  his  control  of  the  Army  with  unitary  assist- 
ance and  advice  of  a  technical  sort,  such  as  he  greatly  needs,  and  can  not  have 
from  a  sullen  major-general  holding  court  in  a  shadowy  imperium  in  imperis. 
Under  existing  arrangements  the  so-called  General  Commanding  the  Army  is  an 
Ishmaelite,  whose  hand  is  against  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  staff  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief;  and  the  Secretary — the  real  and  only  chief  of  staff  under 
present  arrangements — jolts  along  as  best  he  can  in  his  inexperienced  way,  or 
falls  unduly  under  the  influence  of  some  officer  of  the  Army  who  indeed  "knows 
the  ropes,"  but  undeterred  by  the  open  and  responsible  place  he  ought  to  hold 
toward  the  whole  service,  is  apt  to  pull  them  in  a  sinister  way. 

The  heads  of  the  general  staff  being  permanent — as  they  would  not  be  in  any 
system  really  adapted  to  our  necessities — bureaucracy  has  always  flourished  in 
the  War  Office  and  the  Army,  and  has  been  a  great  evil.  My  old  master,  Secre- 
tary Stanton,  a  violent,  tyrannic  man,  dealt  with  it  by  stamping  on  it  whenever 
it  got  in  his  way,  but  the  sum  total  of  his  contributions  to  military  administra- 
tion was  his  flaming  energy  and  his  profound  integrity  in  a  time  of  much  jobbery 
and  corruption;  and,  with  all  my  reverence  for  his  memory,  I  have  more  than  once 
felt  obliged  to  speak  of  his  habitual  methods  as  the  using  of  a  cannon  to  shoot  a 
sparrow.     (I  am  not  saying  this  for  publication.) 

You  might  reasonably  ask  why  all  these  defects  have  gone  so  long  unremedied, 
but  that  is  too  long  a  subject  to  discuss  now. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  Chas.  F.  Benjamin. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Washington,  D.  C,  September  25,  1898. 
Hon.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman,  Commission  Rooms,  War  Department. 

Sir:  I  was  present  last  evening  where  some  officers  were  discussing  the  pro- 
posed investigation  by  your  Commission,  and  I  learned  from  them  that  it  was  to 
be  a  failure  because  there  were  no  charges  upon  which  to  base  your  investigation. 
To  prevent  that  failure  because  of  a  technicality,  and  for  patriotic  reasons,  I 
herewith  file  the  following  charges: 

That  unfit  persons  were  appointed  to  place  purely  on  influence. 

That  Mr.  Alger  lacks  ability  to  administer  his  office. 

That  the  Adjutant-General's  Office  has  been  improperly  administered. 

That  the  Quartermaster-General  is  incompetent,  and  that  his  administration 
has  been  a  disgrace  to  the  country. 

That  the  Surgeon-General  has  shown  such  lack  of  executive  ability  as  to  make 
his  administration  a  scandal  and  to  have  needlessly  jeopardized  the  lives  of  our 
soldiers.  That  the  abolishment  of  the  regimental  hospitals  was  a  grievous  mis- 
take, and  that  he  should  be  dismissed  the  service. 

That  the  Commissary  Department  has  been  grossly  mismanaged. 

That  the  present  system  of  bureau  officers  being  placed  through  "pull,"  and 
remaining  in  office  until  death  or  the  age  limit  removes  them,  is  one  great  reason 
for  the  dry  rot  of  the  War  Department. 

I  would  suggest  that  officers  should  have  not  more  than  three  or  four  years  of 
Department  work  at  one  time.  In  this  way  each  man  would  possibly  try  that  his 
administration  of  an  office  would  equal  that  of  his  predecessor. 

That  the  selection  of  the  camps  was  brought  about  by  corrupt  means. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  T.  Parker, 
No.  70  M  street  NW. 


Editor's  Office  of  the  Evening  Sun, 

New  York,  September  12,  1898. 
The  Hon.  William  McKinley, 

President  of  the  United  States. 
Sir:  In  the  regular  course  of  business  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Santiago, 
which  admits  of  no  question  as  to  the  honesty  and  knowledge  of  the  writer,  and 
which  sets  forth  that  the  condition  of  our  troops  at  Santiago  "is  very  bad.  There 
is  a  very  great  deal  of  actual  starvation  and  a  very  great  deal  of  sickness.  We 
need  cots  and  medicines  of  all  sorts  in  large  amounts. " 

It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  Evening  Sun  to  rush  into  print  with  stories  of  the 
misfortune  of  our  countrymen,  but  to  regard  it  as  the  duty  of  the  citizen  to  seek 
to  alleviate  their  condition.  I  desire  only  to  call  your  attention  to  the  conditions 
there,  and  suggest  that  you  call  for  reports  from  either  General  Lawton  or  Gen- 
eral Wood,  both  of  whom  I  know  are  doing  all  they  can  with  what  they  can  get, 
but  are  unable  to  get  sufficient  supplies  on  account  of  the  red  tape  at  Washington. 
568 
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I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  bring  the  matter  to  your  attention  to 
have  the  trouble  rectified  at  once. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Wm.  C.  M.  Clay, 
Managing  Editor  of  the  Evening  Sun. 


September  14,  1898. 
General  Corbin: 

The  within  report  is  astounding.     Can  it  be  true?    Make  immediate  inquiry  by 

cable  and  report  to  me  the  fact. 

Wm.  McK. 


War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  14,  1898. 
Surgeon-General  : 

Cable  report  through  your  Department  is  requested  for  the  information  of  the 

President 

H.  C.  Corbin,  Adjutant-General. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  September  15, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  chief  surgeon  at  Santiago  has  instructions  to 
make  telegraphic  requisition  for  any  medical  supplies  needed,  and  every  requi- 
sition made  has  been  promptly  filled.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  there  is 
at  present  an  ample  supply  of  cots,  bedding,  and  medicines  of  all  kinds.  The 
chief  surgeon  also  has  ample  funds  for  the  purchase  of  any  necessary  supplies. 
The  latest  report  from  General  Lawton,  dated  September  13,  shows  that  the  total 
number  of  sick  remaining  at  Santiago  is  but  796;  total  fever,  471;  total  new  cases 
of  fever,  73;  total  return  to  duty,  207.  A  letter  just  received  from  the  chief  sur- 
geon, dated  August  24,  is  as  follows: 

Headquarters  Department  of  Santiago,  Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 

August  2k,  1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  General  :  It  is  expected  that  all  the  troops  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  will  be 
embarked  to-morrow  or  the  day  after,  leaving  about  1,300  sick  behind.  These  are  all  under  can- 
vas, mostly  on  cots  or  mattresses,  and  in  far  more  comfortable  circumstances  than  ever  were 
troops  in  the  field  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Of  these  1,300  sick,  nearly  400  are  going  to-mor- 
row on  the  Berkshire.  Of  the  remaining  900  nearly  half  can  travel  in  ordinary  transports  and 
many  of  the  rest  on  hospital  ships.  As  the  necessary  ships  are  here,  or  coming,  I  expect  that 
within  ten  days  or  two  weeks  all  the  sick  will  have  left  Cuba,  with  the  exception  of  some  300 
acute  and  yellow  fever  cases.  As  soon  as  the  military  hospital  has  undergone  the  necessary 
repairs,  our  sick  will  be  moved  into  it  while  the  yellow-fever  cases  will  remain  at  a  special  hos- 
pital across  the  bay.  All  possible  care  has  been  exercised,  under  our  special  and  anomalous 
circumstances,  to  exclude  contagion  from  the  transports  and  to  furnish  the  troops  with  all  nec- 
essary attendance  and  supplies,  and  I  hope  to  hear  that  they  have  arrived  in  as  good  a  condition 
as  can  be  expected. 

Much  money  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  medicines,  stimulants,  stores,  etc.,  but  it 
was  all  done  in  the  face  of  much  suffering,  when  exacting  demands  came  from  all  sides  and 
economy  was  out  of  the  question.  It  may  be  enough  to  state  that  from  one-quarter  to  one-half 
of  the  troops  in  the  field  were  constantly  on  sick  report  or  under  treatment. 

*  *  *  Welnow  have  five  regiments  of  so-called  immunes  and  one  regiment  of  regulars  coming, 
in  all,  at  least  6,000  men.  One  or  two  regiments  will  be  in  the  city,  while  the  others  are  to  be 
distributed  to  various  posts— 8  to  12— more  or  less  permanent.  It  seems  therefore  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  usual  buildings,  furniture,  and  supplies  for  about  10  posts,  bearing  in  mind  that 
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the  percentage  of  sick  to  be  provided  for  must  be  at  least  20  per  cent  of  the  command.  *  *  * 
A  requisition  for  all  these  needs  is  now  being  prepared.  A  large  amount  of  furniture  and 
bedding  is  on  hand  and  much  of  it  will  be  available.    *    *    * 

Very  respectfully,  V.  Havard, 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Chief  Surgeon. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army. 


U.  S.  S.  Ponce,  Porto  Rico, 

September  24,  1898. 
Dear  Dr.  Kean:  Having  been  with  the  Army  all  summer  as  agent  of  National 
Relief,  I  can  testify  to  many  things  should  your  Commission  desire  my  testimony. 
Truly, 

Geo.  G.  Groff. 
P.  S. — When  the  war  is  over  I  will  speak  aloud. 
[Note. — Mr.  Groff  was  summoned  and  following  is  his  reply.] 


Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  October  18, 1898. 
Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  Commission  Investigation,  etc. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  such  information  as  would  be  of  value 
in  your  investigation.  At  one  time,  under  intense  mental  depression,  probably 
the  effect  of  sickness,  I  did  think  some  affairs  could  have  been  more  conducted  to 
the  advantage  of  the  Army.  But  calmer  thought  would  lay  these  errors  to  the 
fallibility  of  individuals  in  the  service,  doing  the  very  best  they  could  under  the 
circumstances.  It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  in  a  war  of  magnitude  as  this,  and 
conducted  in  such  haste,  if  many  individual  officers  would  be  able  every  time  to 
act  in  the  manner  which  would  give  the  very  best  results.  Some  errors  would  be 
unavoidable. 

Very  truly  Geo.  G.  Groff. 


Camp  Powers,  Augusta,  Me.,  September  26. 
Hon.  Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  for  the  Commission  of  the  Hispano- American  War, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  It  is  the  desire  of  the  officers  of  the  First  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry 
Regiment  that  I  should  be  heard  before  the  Commission  appointed  by  President 
McKinley,  in  behalf  of  the  volunteers  who  claim  to  have  been  wrongly  treated. 
Most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  S.  Bourdon, 

Headquarters  First  Maine,  Augusta,  Me. 

[Note.— Mr.  Bourdon  was  summoned  by  telegraph  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mission in  Boston.] 


Biddeford,  Me.,  November  27,  1898. 
Grenville  M.  Dodge,  Esq., 

President  Commission,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir:  I  do  not  understand  the  nature  of  your  telegram,  date  November  26. 
I  know  of  no  witness  to  notify  to  appear  before   your  Commission,  neither  I 
understand  what  Commission.     Hoping  you  will  give  further  details, 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  S.  Bourdon. 
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Danville,  Va.,  September  26,  1898. 
General  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir  :  You  will  pardon  me  for  addressing  you,  but  I  desire  to  give  you  some 
information,  which  I  know  you  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  except  some  men 
possessed  of  honesty  and  right  principle  volunteer  to  tell  it.  I  think  the  attacks 
in  newspapers  are  in  a  great  measure  unjust,  and  I  think  a  great  deal  of  sickness 
in  the  Army  came  from  direct  causes,  which  only  subordinate  officers  could  con- 
trol, and  I  propose  to  tell  you  what  I  saw  while  in  Camp  Alger  over  three  months. 
I  do  not  desire  to  get  in  the  newspapers,  but  will  do  so,  if  necessary,  to  establish 
justice.  I  would  go  to  Washington  to-day  and  call  on  you  and  offer  my  testimony, 
but  have  a  large  family  and  my  funds  are  limited  ;  but  upon  reading  what  I  have 
to  say,  if  you  desire  it,  will  put  it  into  proper  shape  and  make  oath  to  it  and  tender 
it  to  the  committee. 

Among  regiments  where  there  was  the  greatest  sickness  I  have  seen  soldiers 
by  scores  bathing  in  stagnant  ponds  and  sleeping  in  damp,  flat,  swampy  places. 
Men  were  allowed  to  eat  stale  Southern  melons.  Stands  were  not  properly 
inspected,  and  I  have  seen  all  kinds  of  stale  fruits,  pies,  etc.,  sold  to  soldiers. 
Stands  created  a  great  deal  of  filth  and  unhealthy  garbage  and  fecal  substance 
likely  to  breed  disease.  In  some  regiments  beer  was  allowed  by  wagon  loads,  and 
nearly  all  company  quartermasters  were  allowed  to  sell  it  as  well  as  low  and  poi- 
sonous grades  of  mean  whisky.     Stale  beer  and  mean  liquor  will  generate  fever. 

None  of  such  things  were  permitted  to  go  on  in  our  regiment,  and  our  sick  list 
was  very  small,  leaving  out  venereal  troubles.  I  maintain  that  all  such  negli- 
gence was  due  to  regiment  and  company  commanders'  neglect.  How  could  Presi- 
dent McKinley  or  yourself  know  each  day  or  at  any  time  when  such  neglects  were 
going  on?  For  instance,  I  refused  a  lot  of  damaged  beef  on  one  occasion  and  had 
it  condemned.  Suppose  I  had  accepted  it  and  fed  it  to  my  men,  and  it  had  made 
them  all  sick.  According  to  present  methods,  judging  from  the  many  attacks 
in  the  papers,  you  would  have  been  responsible  for  my  men  eating  that  damaged 
meat.  I  say  no.  I  have  a  large  acquaintance  in  Virginia,  have  been  in  the  State 
volunteer  service  twenty-two  years,  and  know  almost  every  military  man  in  the 
service  and  thousands  of  citizens,  and  if  you  so  desire  I  will  put  in  proper  shape  the 
substance  of  what  I  write  and  draw  it  out  in  detail,  or  will  appear  before  the 
investigating  committee  in  defense  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  right. 
Most  respectfully, 

John  R.  Hutchings, 
Captain  Company  A,  Third  Pegiment  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry. 


Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

September  29,  1898. 
The  War  Investigating  Commission, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Gentlemen:  The  writer  is  a  private  in  Fourth  Cavalry  Band,  having  enlisted 
since  the  war  with  Spain  began.  Some  years  ago  I  was  subject  to  epileptic  fits, 
and,  although  I  believed  myself  cured  wnen  I  enlisted,  an  accident  received  on 
horseback  during  a  riot  here  has  injured  my  brain  and  brought  them  on  again. 
I  have  been  laid  up  from  this  cause  (in  the  hospital  and  out,  alternately)  over  six 
weeks.  I  am  unable  to  either  ride  a  horse  or  blow  a  horn,  and  it  is  dangerous  for 
me  ever  to  attempt  riding  on  account  of  my  infirmity.  I  have  been  forced  out 
to  play  for  an  officers'  ball  when  I  had  only  been  out  of  the  hospital  for  two  days, 
and  next  morning  I  fell  in  a  fit.  The  members  of  the  band  know  of  the  truth  of 
this.  At  the  hospital  I  was  starved  and  illtreated  by  the  attendants.  Now,  I 
wish  to  ask:  Does  our  Government  want  men  to  remain  in  service  when  they  are 
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afflicted  as  I  am  ?    I  believe  not;  and,  although  I  have  asked  for  my  discharge  and 
sent  my  application  to  Adjt.  Floyd  W.  Harris,  I  believe  he  has  not  forwarded  it 
to  Washington.     Praying,  therefore,  that  you  will  immediately  act  in  my  case, 
and  send  me  home,  where  I  can  be  properly  cared  for, 
I  am,  sincerely,  yours, 

Cassius  C.  Brannan, 
Fourth  Cavalry  Band,  Presidio. 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

October  7, 1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  chief  surgeon,  Department  of  California. 
By  order  of  the  Surgeon-General. 

C.  H.  Alden, 
Assistant  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  An/iy. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  California,  Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  13,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  surgeon,  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  for  investigation  and 

report. 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Post  Hospital,  Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

October  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  referred  to  First  Lieut.  Floyd  W.  Harris,  adjutant  Fourth  Cavalry,  for  remark 

Edward  B.  Moseley, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Surgeon. 

[Fourth  indorsement.] 

Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  18, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  surgeon. 

Cassius  C.  Brannan,  until  recently  a  private  of  the  band,  Fourth  Cavalry,  complained  on 
August  15, 1898,  of  having  hurt  his  testicles  at  horse  exercise.  After  reading  his  communica- 
tion anyone  would  naturally  infer  that  this  man  had  been  required  to  perform  mounted  and 
other  duty,  such,  for  instance,  as  blowing  a  horn,  which  he  was  physically  incapable  of  per- 
forming. 

On  the  occurrence  of  his  alleged  accident  at  horse  exercise  he  was  promptly  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital for  treatment,  and  was  excused  from  all  mounted  duty  during  the  remainder  of  his  serv- 
ice with  the  band.  He  played  the  cymbals  in  the  band  and  the  violin  in  the  orchestra  of  the  band, 
and  never  touched  a  wind  instrument  when  on  duty  and  never  when  off  duty,  unless  he  did  so 
voluntarily,  during  his  connection  with  the  band. 

He  was  not  "  forced  out  to  play  for  an  officers'  ball."  He  did  play  the  violin  at  a  dance  given 
by  the  officers  of  the  post,  but  he  did  so  without  complaint  and  without  protest.  The  services 
of  the  band  were  not  only  voluntary,  but  were  also  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  practice. 

After  this  man  had  been  under  observation  by  the  surgeon  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  an 
application  for  his  discharge  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  was  forwarded  on  October  3, 
1898,  and  he  was  discharged  on  October  10, 1898. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Miller 

Floyd  W.  Harris, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Fourth  Cavalry,  Adjutant. 

[Fifth  indorsement.] 

Presidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  19, 1898. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  chief  surgeon,  Department  of  California. 

The  within-named  Cassius  C.  Brannan  was  discharged  from  the  service  on  October  10, 1898,  on 
surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  reading  as  follows:  "Incapable  of  performing  the  duties  of  a 
soldier,  because  of  muscular  weakness,  very  slow  heart,  and  attacks  of  insensibility  coming  on 
suddenly,  probably  from  chronic  epilepsy;  gives  history  of  previous  attacks;  existed  previous 
to  enlistment;  not  in  line  of  duty."  Signed  by  Edward  B.  Moseley,  major  surgeon,  United  States 
Army.  The  alleged  injury  to  his  "brain"  was  a  squeeze  to  his  testicles  on  the  saddle,  and  was 
so  trivial  that  nothing  could  be  discovered  by  the  senior  surgeon  on  examination  immediately 
after  the  alleged  injury.  He  was  relieved  from  duty,  however,  for  one  day.  In  about  two 
weeks  he  claimed  to  have  another  injury  to  the  testicle  from  riding,  and  was  taken  into  hos- 
pital for  a  few  days.    The  injury  to  the  testicle  was  imaginary,  but  his  general  physical  condi- 
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tion  wns  bad,  and  it  soon  developed  that  his  mental  condition  was  unsound.  He  was  an  epileptic, 
and  probably  a  sexual  hypochondriac.  He  was  well  fed  and  received  kind  and  considerate 
attention  from  the  nurses.  He  left  the  hospital  at  his  own  request,  thinking  he  would  feel  bet- 
ter at  light  duty,  if  not  required  to  ride.  He  was  not  required  to  ride  up  to  the  time  of  his 
discharge. 

Edward  B.  Moseley, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Surgeon. 

[Sixth  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  California, 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  October  19, 1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army,  inviting  attention  to 

preceding  indorsement. 

J.  V.  D.  Middleton, 
Deputy  Surgeon- General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon. 

[Seventh  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

October  28,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  con- 
duct of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  inviting  attention  to  the  fourth  and  fifth 
indorsements  on  this  communication. 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


417  South  Ninth  Street, 

Philadelphia,  September  29,  1898. 
Gen.  Russell  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  As  an  officer  in  the  volunteer  service  and  as  a  newspaper  corre- 
spondent, I  desire  to  go  before  the  army  commission  and  tell  what  I  know  of  the 
camps  at  Chickamauga,  Tampa,  Fernandina,  and  Huntsville,  and  the  reasons,  so 
far  as  I  could  learn,  of  much  of  the  sickness  at  those  places.  I  know  that  mat- 
ters have  been  grossly  exaggerated,  and  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  testify  before  the 
commission. 

Of  course,  I  understand,  Mr.  Secretary,  that  you  are  in  no  way  connected  with 
the  commission,  and  my  object  in  writing  to  you  is  to  ascertain  beforehand 
whether  that  body  is  simply  sitting  to  hear  complaints  against  the  Department 
or  if  it  will  listen  to  other  reasons  for  camp  troubles. 

For  three  years  I  have  been  correspondent  of  the  Philadelphia  Press  in  Hawaii 
and  Cuba,  and  as  to  my  standing  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  Hon. 
Charles  Emory  Smith,  Postmaster-General. 
I  beg  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  F.  Mannix, 
First  Lieutenant,  Company  I,  Third  Pennsylvania. 


417  South  Ninth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept  ember  29. 
The  Secretary  op  the  Army  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  desirous  of  testifying  before  your  honorable  body.  As  an 
officer  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  as  a  newspaper  correspondent 
I  was  in  a  position  to  know  much  of  camp  life.  I  will  say  in  advance  that  I 
know  that  gross  exaggerations  of  camp  conditions  at  Chickamauga,  Tampa,  and 
Fernandina  have  been  published. 

I  have  passes  and  will  take  care  of  myself  in  Washington,  and  it  remains  only 
for  your  honorable  body  to  name  the  day  and  hour  when  I  should  appear. 
Very  respectfully,  Wm.  F.  Mannix, 

,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  I,  Third  Pennsylvania. 
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Camp  Wikopf,  October  4,  1898. 
Col.  Charles  Denby, 
Acting  President  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate 
the  conduct  of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir:  The  efforts  of  the  President  to  form  the  Commission  of  which  you 
are  acting  president  has  been  watched  by  me  with  keenest  interest.  I  have  been 
for  a  long  time  cognizant  of  many  abuses,  from  petit  larceny  to  what  seems  to  be 
almost  an  attempt  at  willful  murder,  and  I  have  longed  to  see  responsibility 
placed  and  punishment  inflicted.  But  I  am  an  enlisted  man  and  I  have  been 
obliged  to  keep  my  mouth  shut.  As  an  officer  of  the  Army  you  know  how  true 
this  is.  I  can  not  even  trust  myself  to  give  an  inkling  of  what  I  know  in  this 
letter.  If  the  Commission  is  desirous  of  hearing  my  testimony,  it  must  be  in  my 
capacity  as  a  citizen,  not  as  a  soldier,  in  which  event  I  should  suggest  that  you 
obtain  an  order  from  Secretary  Alger  for  my  discharge  (with  travel  pay) ,  or 
advise  me  to  use  other  influence  to  that  end.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  I  can 
bring  the  necessary  pressure  to  bear. 

Yours,  very  truly,  Rolland  Adeldperger. 


Pleasantville,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y., 

October  5,  1898. 
Major-General  Dodge, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Investigation,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  I  desire  to  make  complaint  of  the  conduct  of  the  war,  which  I  have 
set  forth  in  the  inclosed  printed  slips  as  published  in  the  Binghamton  Democrat, 
the  most  important  to  my  mind  being  the  refusal  to  General  Miles  of  the  com- 
mand of  the  invading  army  at  Santiago.     Upon  this,  in  my  judgment,  hang 
many,  if  not  all,  the  disasters  which  have  befallen  our  brave  soldiers  during  the 
campaign  and  the  after  consequences  that  have  filled  the  country  with  mourning. 
I  respectfully  request  that  my  complaints  as  set  forth  in  the  printed  slips  may 
be  laid  before  your  honorable  body  for  their  consideration. 
Most  respectfully, 

A  JSBURN   BlRDSALL, 

Ex-Member  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress. 


Pleasantville,  N.  Y.,  October  5, 1898. 
Ex-Governor  Beaver, 

Member  of  Commission  of  Investigation. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  read  the  answer  of  General  Wheeler  to  your  question,  "  Were 
you  ever  surprised  by  the  enemy  opening  upon  you?  "    His  answer,  "At  no  time," 
is  untrue;  and  his  assertion  that  the  story  of  an  ambush  was  absolutely  without 
foundation  is  equally  untrue. 

Hamilton  Fish  and  others  who  were  killed  can  not  testify,  but  there  are  many 
of  the  wounded  who  can. 

I  have  sent  to  General  Dodge,  your  president,  for  presentation  to  the  Commis- 
sion, several  printed  slips  which  contain  my  complaint  of  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
which  I  wish  you  would  read. 

I  hope  the  Commission  is  not  to  be  a  whitewashing  concern.  Let  the  truth  be 
told  no  matter  whom  it  hits. 

Most  respectfully,  yours,  Ausburn  Birdsall, 

Ex-Member  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress. 
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69  Richmond  Street,  Station  K,  Boston, 

October  8,  1898. 
The  Chairman  War  Investigating  Commission. 

Dear  Sir:  As  chaplain  during  the  civil  war  connected  with  the  Eightieth 
United  States  Colored  Troop,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  as  a  visitor  at  Camp 
Wikoff  in  August  last,  I  most  cordially  testify  to  the  excellent  location,  abundant 
supplies,  and  well-nigh  perfect  sanitary  condition  of  said  camp.  My  careful 
inspection  of  the  hospital  service  and  conversations  with  patients  convinced  me 
that  the  sick  were  doing  as  well  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  under  the 
circumstances. 

Twice  since  1858  I  have  resided  near  Montauk,  and  have  visited  the  locality 
every  summer. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Edwin  S.  Wheeler. 

P.  S. — I  refer  to  Mr.  Edwin  Tuthill,  a  resident  at  Montauk,  or  to  Lieut.  CoL 
Orren  McFadden,  of  my  old  regiment,  now  residing  at  Cedar  Grove,  Me. 

E.  S.  W. 


Hutchinson,  Kans.,  October  11,1898. 
Secretary  War  Commission,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  send  herewith  clipping  from  Kansas  City  Star  of  date  September  4, 1898, 
purporting  to  come  from  the  pen  of  Theo.  Botkin,  assistant  adjutant-general, 
United  States  Army.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  the  tone  of  it,  and  not  very 
much  either,  knowing  the  man  as  well  as  I  do  and  knowing  his  feelings  toward 
the  Administration. 

The  statement  as  printed  is  indeed  harrowing.  Among  other  things,  it  says: 
"Ice  and  fresh  milk  were  not  delivered  at  the  hospital  until  11  and  12  a.  m." 
Great  guns!  just  think  of  it;  no  ice  or  milk  until  that  time  of  day.  I  served 
three  years  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  had  typhoid  fever  three  times,  bilious  fever 
once,  was  badly  wounded,  lay  on  battlefield  for  thirty  hours,  part  of  the  time  in 
a  drenching  rain,  got  gangrene  in  my  wound,  came  near  dying,  and  the  only  ice 
or  milk  I  ever  saw  during  my  service  was  what  we  saw  in  the  rivers  and  creeks 
that  we  were  often  compelled  to  wade  or  swim  regardless  of  the  cold,  and  what 
we  could  purloin  from  a  Johnny's  cow  or  make  from  a  can  of  condensed  milk. 

It  makes  my  blood  boil  to  think  that  anyone  would  condemn  a  Government 
that  is  doing  as  much  for  the  boys  in  blue  as  our  present  Government. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  S.  Handy, 
Late  private,  Company  F,  Seventy-ninth  Illinois  Infantry. 


763  Avenue  C,  Bayonne,  N.  J.,  October  11, 1898. 
Maj.  Stephen  C.  Mills. 

Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  asking  me  to  give  such  facts  con* 
cerning  camp  conditions  as  have  come  within  the  range  of  my  knowledge  and 
experience,  I  desire,  first  of  all,  to  say  that  some  of  the  language  attributed  to 
me  in  the  article  published  in  the  Jersey  City  Evening  Journal  was  more  vigorous 
than  I  used  in  addressing  my  people;  and  that  one  statement  was  incorrectly 
reported,  viz:  I  was  quoted  as  saying  that  I  saw  men  in  the  Second  Division 
hospital  "  left  to  die  there,  to  rave  in  fever's  delirium,  and  die  for  lack  of  aid  and 
medicine."  This  I  did  not  say.  The  other  statements  are  substantially  as  I  made 
them. 
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As  briefly  as  I  may  be  able,  I  submit  some  of  the  things  that  came  under  my 
personal  observation.  My  position  as  chaplain  afforded  me  good  facilities  for 
noting  the  condition  of  the  men,  both  within  our  own  regimental  lines  and  in  the 
Second  Division  hospital. 

Perhaps,  in  endeavoring  to  state  logically  what  causes  it  seemed  to  me  con- 
tributed to  the  rapid  increase  of  sickness,  it  will  be  more  correct  to  reverse  the 
order  given  in  the  article  referred  to. 

In  the  first  place  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp — speaking  now  of  our  own 
regiment — was  the  earliest  contributor  to  this  state  of  affairs.  The  camp  was 
cramped;  company  streets  were  but  15  feet  in  width,  and  less  than  35  feet  sepa- 
rated the  cook  houses  from  the  sinks.  The  sinks  were  filthy — great  carelessness 
being  exercised  in  emptying  the  tubs.  So  full  at  times  were  the  barrels  in  the 
wagons  with  this  filth,  that  it  slopped  over  as  they  passed  over  the  uneven  ground 
and  soaked  into  the  sandy  soil.  The  odors  arising  from  this  were  sometimes 
almost  unbearable.  Then,  too,  it  was  most  natural  that  this  foully  soaked  sand 
should  be  tracked  back  to  the  company  streets  and  tents.  I  have  seen  men  take 
up  handfuls  of  this  sand  and  scour  their  plates  and  cups  with  it,  afterwards 
rinsing  them  at  the  hydrants.  This  thing  continued  throughout  the  more  than 
three  months  which  our  regiment  spent  on  the  one  piece  of  ground,  and  brought 
about  the  inevitable  result,  that  the  ground  became  soaked  with  these  impurities, 
and  the  men  were  rendered  most  susceptible  to  the  sickness  which  followed. 

Furthermore,  the  regimental  canteen  was  most  carelessly  conducted  during  the 
greater  part  of  its  stay  with  us,  and  was  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of  the  passers-by. 

In  the  second  place,  I  made  reference  to  the  carelessness  and  apparent  incom- 
petency shown  in  the  commissary  department.  Just  where  the  blame  lies  I  can 
not  say,  but  several  times  I  have  seen  meat  brought  to  our  commissary  tent  so 
far  from  being  fresh  that  not  only  was  it  unfit  for  the  men  to  eat,  but  even  the 
dogs  about  camp  refused  to  touch  it.  Being  refused  by  the  regimental  officers,  it 
was  shipped  away  again,  and  more  than  once  nothing  came  in  its  place  in  time 
for  the  succeeding  meal.  I  examined  a  lot  of  bacon,  shipped  to  us  from  Tampa — 
something  over  1,000  pounds  of  it — that  was  alive  with  maggots,  and  was  also 
shipped  away.  I  know  of  many  cases  in  which  the  men  used  their  entire  month's 
pay  for  meals  (obtained  outside  of  the  camp  lines) ,  because  their  rations  were 
either  unfit  for  use  or  were  too  meager  in  quantity.  Although  the  bread  for  the 
most  part  was  good,  yet  several  times  the  full  amount  was  not  received;  and 
even  the  hard-tack  suffered  from  an  occasional  attack  of  weevils. 

Not  a  few  of  our  men  complained  to  me  of  the  character  and  insufficiency  of 
the  food,  and  one  of  our  captains  paid  for  several  meals  for  his  entire  company 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  The  character  of  the  food  procured  at  the  stands  that 
surrounded  the  camp  was  not  always  the  most  conducive  to  strong,  healthful 
digestion,  as  one  may  well  judge. 

I  referred  also  to  incompetency  shown  in  the  medical  department.  Had  we  been 
permitted  to  retain  our  regimental  hospitals  I  believe  there  would  have  been  less 
cause  for  complaint.  But  all  of  our  sick  men  were  ordered  to  the  Second  Division 
hospital,  in  common  with  the  sick  from  the  other  regiments.  I  can  not  but  repeat 
the  statement  that  during  the  early  days  of  that  hospital's  history  the  sick  did 
not  receive  proper  nursing.  As  I  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  I  saw 
none  of  the  cases  of  alleged  extreme  neglect,  although  one  of  our  men  the  night 
before  his  death  had  no  nurse  from  7  p.  m.  until  1  a.  m. ;  but  I  did  see  some 
lamentable  instances  of  incompetent  nursing.  I  have  heard  some  of  the  male 
nurses  curse  the  patients  who  begged  for  attention.  I  saw  some  of  these  patients, 
weakened  by  fever  and  diarrhea,  whose  bodies  remained  for  some  time  unwashed, 
and  whose  soiled  bed  linen  remained  for  hours  unchanged  after  using  the  bedpan. 
Giving  due  credit  to  the  fact  that  sick  men  are  sometimes  prone  to  make  needless 
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complaint,  it  has  seemed  to  me  that  many  of  the  conditions  surrounding  the  sick 
in  that  hospital  were  inexcusable  even  in  those  earlier  days  of  our  camp  life  in  the 
South. 

The  advent  of  the  female  nurses  produced  a  marked  change  for  the  better,  and 
proved  a  veritable  godsend  to  the  sick  men,  bringing  hope  and  cheer  in  the  place 
of  despondency  and  sadness. 

May  I  add  that,  to  my  best  knowledge  and  belief,  the  trouble  in  the  commissary 
and  medical  departments  was  not  regimental,  but,  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  con- 
ditions referred  to  were  present  in  some  of  the  other  regiments  as  well  as  in  our 
own,  I  believe  it  lay  somewhere  in  the  division — where  I  can  not  say.  I  believe 
our  own  regimental  commissary  did  the  best  he  could  with  what  was  sent  to  him; 
and  that  our  own  medical  staff,  had  they  had  the  direct  oversight  of  our  own  sick 
men  within  our  regimental  lines,  would  have  been  able  to  give  far  better  care 
than  the  men  received. 

I  fear  I  have  not  added  much  to  the  information  already  possessed  by  the  Com- 
mission, but  I  have  tried  to  state  frankly  some  of  the  things,  based  on  my  own 
personal  experience  and  knowledge,  which  might  have  been  avoided  had  proper 
attention  been  paid  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  our  brave  boys  in  the  southern 
camp,  where  our  regiment  spent  four  months  and  a  half  of  military  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

Chas.  H.  Jones, 
Chaplain  Second  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


Bayonne,  N.  J.,  November  18,  1898. 
Hon.  Grenville  M.  Dodge. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  inviting  me  to  testify  before  the  committee  to-mor- 
row at  2  p.  m.  has  just  reached  me.  I  would  very  gladly  do  so  if  I  were  not  pre- 
vented by  a  meeting  out  of  the  city,  which  I  must  attend  at  2.30. 

I  doubt  if  I  could  add  anything  further  for  the  information  of  the  committee 
than  what  I  gave  in  my  letter  sent  (by  request)  while  the  committee  was  sitting 
in  Washington,  which  I  presume  is  on  file  with  other  papers  in  your  possession. 

I  am  very  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  accede  to  your  request,  for  the  reason  stated 
above. 

I  am,  yours,  respectfully,  Chas.  H.  Jones. 


Boston,  October  12, 1898. 
The  Commission  Appointed  by  the  President 

for  Investigating  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Gentlemen:  Evidence  has  been  placed  before  me  by  members  of  Massachu- 
setts regiments  not  yet  discharged  from  the  service,  and  who  can  not  therefore 
give  their  evidence  directly  to  yourselves,  to  the  following  effect: 

The  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  was  ordered  to  Charleston  to  embark  on  the 
Yale  for  Porto  Rico.  Certain  members  of  the  regiment  volunteered  to  take  pro- 
visions about  12  miles  out  to  the  Yale  on  a  small  boat  known  as  the  Pilot  Boy. 
The  officers  of  the  Yale  refused  to  allow  the  quartermaster  and  his  force  to  come 
upon  the  ship  until  the  regiment  arrived.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to  deliver 
their  provisions,  which  the  crew  put  into  the  hold  without  any  sorting  or  regard 
to  conditions.  The  potatoes  which  had  been  ordered  and  carried  were  refused 
admission.  The  Pilot  Boy  was  then  forced  to  anchor,  and  became  exposed  to 
considerable  danger  during  the  night  on  account  of  the  rough  water.  When  the 
regiment  arrived  the  men  were  put  on  board  in  small  boats.  The  majority  of  the 
7833 37 
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regiment  were  quartered  on  the  open  deck,  where  they  were  obliged  to  sleep  and 
live.  The  only  places  where  they  could  go  into  the  boat  were  in  the  passageways 
leading  to  the  water-closets  forward  and  aft,  and  in  one  small  lower  hold  which 
was  used  as  sleeping  quarters  by  one  company  of  the  Sixth  Illinois.  The  steer- 
age was  locked  up  and  no  troops  were  allowed  to  use  the  berths  there.  That  is 
the  first  point  on  which  investigation  is  demanded.  Several  times  on  the  trip  the 
men  were  awakened  by  rain  in  the  night  and  were  thoroughly  soaked,  being 
without  shelter. 

Only  the  second  galley  was  allowed  for  cooking  purposes,  which  was  entirely 
insufficient.  There  was  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  at  the  provisions  and 
the  greatest  difficulty  in  cooking  them.  There  was. plenty  of  hard- tack,  some- 
times very  bad  fat  bacon,  and  canned  tomatoes;  occasionally  bean  soup  without 
salt,  half  cooked.  Toward  the  end  of  the  trip  the  use  of  the  main  galley  was 
allowed  from  9.30  until  4  in  the  morning.  Under  these  conditions  the  whole 
regiment  was  enfeebled.  Men  were  not  even  allowed  to  take  scraps  from  the 
officers'  table  to  make  up  for  their  insufficient  diet,  the  stewards  being  instructed 
to  throw  everything  overboard  that  came  from  the  cabin  tables.  It  was  almost 
impossible  to  get  any  of  this  food,  which,  though  perfectly  good,  the  stewards  were 
afraid  to  give.  Some  of  the  employees  of  the  vessel  would  sell  food  at  exorbitant 
prices.  The  details  of  the  abuses  of  this  trip  of  eighteen  days  are  utterly  incom- 
prehensible. How  they  could  have  happened  on  a  ship  on  which  General  Miles 
was  carried  out  one  can  not  imagine.  In  any  event,  the  conditions  of  the  charter 
of  these  ships  must  be  investigated.  By  what  right  were  these  troops  exposed 
when  the  steerage,  which  would  have  given  them  comfortable  quarters  during 
the  whole  period,  was  locked  up  ? 

I  place  this  case  before  you  as  the  first  step  on  the  line  of  investigation.  It  is 
one  of  many  cases  which  have  come  to  my  hearing,  but  I  do  not  usually  regard 
hearsay.  In  this  case  the  testimony  is  direct  from  one  who  is  disabled  through 
the  abuses  to  which  he  has  been  subjected,  but  being  still  in  the  service  he  can 
not  give  his  direct  testimony.  He  is  one  of  many.  This  case  has  been  placed 
before  the  New  York  investigating  committee,  which  will  be  followed  by  a  Boston 
investigating  committee,  and  this  and  other  similar  cases  will  be  followed  to  the 
end.  It  may  be  hoped  that  your  investigation  will  be  so  complete  and  thorough 
that  the  further  investigation  through  these  committees  will  not  be  required. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  Atkinson.' 


Washington,  Dl  C,  October  14,1898. 
Edward  Atkinson,  Esq. ,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Commission  is  in  receipt  of  yours  of  October  12,  and  in  answer 
thereto  they  desire  to  state  that  the  Yale  was  a  United  States  vessel  and  not  in  the 
service  of  the  War  Department.  We  will,  however,  investigate  the  statement 
you  make  in  the  matter  when  we  reach  Boston,  where  I  understand  the  witnesses 
are.  I  inclose  several  of  our  circulars  No.  2.  We  would  be  pleased  to  have  state- 
ment made  in  the  cases  by  the  parties  suffering,  in  order  that  we  may  investigate 
under  standingly;  and  I  also  desire  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Commission,  that  when 
witnesses  come  before  us  in  Boston  we  will  be  pleased  to  have  the  committee 
have  made  up  for  the  witnesses  a  statement  or  short  brief  as  to  the  particular  case 
or  subject  that  each  is  to  testify  to,  which  can  be  handed  us  when  we  reach  that 
city. 

Thanking  you  for  your  interest  in  the  matter,  I  am,  respectfully, 

G-.  M.  Dodge,  President. 
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Parker  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  November  29,  1898. 
Hon.  Edward  Atkinson,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  October  12  to  the  Commission  and  our 
answer  of  October  14,  we  desire  to  say  to  you  that  we  will  be  much  obliged  if  you 
will  send  before  us  or  give  us  the  names  of  such  witnesses  as  can  testify  to  the 
facts  stated  in  your  letter,  or  any  other  facts  or  complaints  that  you  may  have 
knowledge  of. 

The  Commission  is  now  in  session  at  the  Parker  House,  and  will  be  glad  to  have 
a  personal  interview  with  you  in  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Commission. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

G.  M.  Dodge,  President. 


Boston,  November  29,  1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  President. 

Dear  Sir:  I  anticipated  your  notice  of  this  date  by  sending  my  son  to  visit  the 
young  man  whose  deposition  I  gave  you,  now  at  the  Massachusetts  general  hospital, 
asking  leave  from  him  to  give  his  name,  assuming,  of  course,  that  although  still 
an  enlisted  man  he  will  receive  protection  from  your  court.  I  have  advised  him 
to  allow  me  to  cite  him  as  a  witness.  If  he  declines,  then  I  can  only  leave  the 
matter  in  your  charge  as  one  on  which  further  information  would  be  desirable 
but  on  which  I  can  bring  no  direct  testimony. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  Edward  Atkinson. 

[Note.— This  closes  the  correspondence  with  Mr.  Atkinson.] 


Union  Club,  New  York,  October  14, 1898. 
The  War  Investigation  Board. 

Dear  Sirs:  During  the  latter  part  of  August  I  went  to  Montauk  Point  with  two 
friends  from  Southampton.  We  had  in  advance  engaged  a  6-seated  wagon  to 
visit  the  various  camps. 

•The  last  division  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment  had  just  arrived,  and 
as  we  drove  past  them  up  the  hill  men  dropped  out  of  the  ranks  on  either  side  of 
the  road,  unable  to  walk  from  illness  and  fatigue.  By  filling  our  wagon  with  as 
many  as  it  would  hold  and  feeding  the  others  until  it  returned  for  another  load 
we  were  enabled  to  help  the  worst  cases,  and  finally  reached  the  camp  ourselves 
with  the  last  men.  We  found  there  tents  and  firewood,  but  no  food  of  any  sort. 
As  the  men  were  unable  to  procure  it  for  themselves,  we  drove  to  the  Red  Cross 
supply  tent,  taking  with  us  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment.  There  we  received  a 
wagon  load  of  food  suitable  for  sick  men,  but  on  our  return  to  the  camp  discov- 
ered that  there  were  no  means  of  preparing  it,  as  all  the  cooking  utensils  had  been 
left  behind  according  to  orders.  We  then  called  on  General  Wheeler,  who  at 
once  sent  his  orderly  to  procure  what  was  needed. 

This  happened  three  weeks  after  Camp  Wikoff  was  opened  and  at  a  time  when 
at  least  the  ambulance  and  transportation  facilities  should  have  been  in  such  order 
that  sick  men  might  have  been  carried  to  their  camp  and  food  provided  without 
the  aid  of  casual  visitors. 

Yours  truly,  G.  W.  Thorne. 
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Tucson,  Ariz.,  Novembers,  1898. 
The  War  Investigating  Committee, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen:  If  the  object  of  your  labors  is  to  ascertain  the  truth  and  not  go 
down  in  history  as  a  whitewashing  board,  as  nearly  all  newspapers  of  the  coun- 
try charge,  notably  the  Army  Record,  I  would  suggest  that  you  call  before  you  a 
few  privates  and  packers  who  have  been  discharged,  not  officers  whose  reputa- 
tions and  shoulder  straps  are  at  stake.  In  other  words,  do  not  confine  your  inves- 
tigation to  the  testimony  of  the  defense,  but  hear  what  the  prosecution  has  to  say. 

To  simply  publish  the  fact  that  you  stand  ready  to  hear  complaint  from  the 
men  in  the  ranks  who  are  still  in  the  service  is  to  order  them  to  keep  their  mouths 
shut. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  if  you  desire  the  truth  relative  to  the  Cuban 
campaign  you  summons  before  you  to  testify  a  few  of  the  Rough  Riders  and 
packers  who  have  been  discharged  and  are  now  in  Arizona,  and  who  will  tell  you 
exactly  the  state  of  affairs  as  they  existed,  without  mincing  matters,  and  at 
whose  suggestion  I  write  this. 

I  will  gladly  furnish  you  a  list  of  50  or  more  names  of  the  gentlemen  who 
render  to  their  constituency  in  Arizona  an  indictment  against  the  war  officials 
that  causes  the  sunburned  cheeks  of  the  patriots  of  this  "wild  and  woolly"  West 
to  blush  with  chagrin  and  mortification  when  the  story  of  San  Juan  and  Santiago 
is  told  to  them. 

Yours,  very  truly,  E.  M.  Browder. 

(Have  sent  copy  to  the  President  and  General  Miles;  also  Associated  Press.) 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  War  with  Spain.] 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C,  November  7,  1898. 
E.  M.  Browder,  Esq.,  Tucson,  Ariz. 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  2d  instant  is  received.  If  you  know  anything  of  your 
own  personal  knowledge  and  experience,  or  if  any  acquaintance  of  yours  knows 
anything  of  the  same  kind,  the  Commission  will  be  glad  to  have  you  make  out 
your  affidavits,  stating  the  facts  and  giving  names  and  all  details  at  your  disposal. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  on  a  list  of  witnesses,  unless  you  know  of  some  in 
this  part  of  the  country.  Simply  notify  them  that  the  Commission  would  like  to 
have  their  affidavits  to  consider  and  to  act  upon. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richd.  Weightman, 

Secretary. 
[Note.— Nothing  further  was  heard  from  Mr.  Browder.] 


Internal-Revenue  Service,  Covington,  Ky.,  November  5, 1898. 

G.  M.  Dodge,  Esq., 

Grand  Hotel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Dear  General:  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  received  from  a  private  soldier, 

giving  his  experiences  in  the  trenches  before  Santiago.    I  send  the  whole  letter, 

which  you  are  at  liberty  to  read,  but  have  had  an  extract  made  (which  I  inclose) 

of  that  portion  which  I  think  would  be  interesting  to  the  Commission. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully, 

D.  N.  Comingore, 

Collector. 
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The  following  is  an  extract  from  letter  of  October  10,  1898,  received  by  D.  N. 
Comingore,  collector  of  internal  revenue,  Covington,  Ky.,  from  W.  P.  Comingore, 
private  in  Company  C,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  giving  his  experiences  in  the 
trenches  during  the  battle  at  Santiago: 

I  was  very  sick  again  on  board  the  boat,  but  had  good  care  and  plenty  of  medicine,  and  when 
£  could  eat  anything  I  got  what  I  wanted  from  the  officers'  table.  I  wish  I  could  testify  before 
the  army  board  of  investigation.  It  makes  me  mad  to  hear  what  these  yellow  newspapers  say 
about  the  way  the  sick  were  treated,  and  the  troops  starved;  I  would  tell  them  what  I  heard 
and  saw. 

I  was  carried  from  the  boat  to  the  hospital  at  Camp  "Wikoff  on  a  stretcher,  as  I  could  not  walk. 
We  landed  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  and  I  was  so  well  taken  care  of  that  I  was  able  to  leave  for 
my  home  the  27th,  on  a  furlough  of  thirty  days.  The  hospital  was  just  fine,  and  we  had  every 
comfort  of  home.  Trained  nurses  to  wait  on  us,  and  cots  to  sleep  on,  with  plenty  of  clean  bed- 
clothes, and  those  who  were  too  sick  to  leave  their  beds  were  given  oatmeal  and  rice  and  plenty 
of  rich  milk,  oranges,  and  we  even  had  ice  cream  every  afternoon.  As  soon  as  one  was  able  to 
walk  he  went  down  to  the  cook  house,  and  you  got  everything  you  could  wish  for  there  free  of 
charge.  I  got  my  furlough  and  went  to  New  York,  where  I  received  my  transportation  to  Indi- 
anapolis.   I  was  furnished  a  Pullman  sleeper  free,  and  $3  in  money  to  get  my  meals  en  route. 

I  came  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  through  Cincinnati,  but  our  train  was  late,  and  I  barely 
made  connections  for  Indianapolis. 


Boise  Barracks,  Idaho,  November  18, 1898. 
The  Surgeon-General,  United  States  Army, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  I  have  just  seen  the  press  reports  of  the  testimony  of  Colonel  Forwood 
before  the  War  Investigating  Commission,  and  his  scurrilous  statements  in  regard 
to  myself,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  rest  under  any  such  false  imputations,  and  if  it 
is  not  the  intention  to  call  me  or  Gen.  Adelbert  Ames  to  refute  these  things,  I 
have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  Surgeon-General  will  arrange  that  I  be  called. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  that  has  not  been  said  over  my  official  signature,  for  myself, 
but  I  can  suggest  the  names  of  some  reliable  officers,  not  only  in  substantiation  of 
my  statements,  but  to  show  that  it  was  Colonel  For  wood's  fault  (because  within 
his  knowledge)  that  the  conditions  existed. 

It  was  a  cruel  system  that  broke  down  a  man  of  my  established  endurance,  but 
I  stood  up  to  the  rack  manfully,  as  a  soldier  should,  as  long  as  I  could. 

I  am  not  yet  well.    Have  a  patch  of  herpes  zoster  now  on  my  abdomen,  but 
shall  try  to  go  to  Douglas  on  the  21st  or  22d  for  duty. 
I  believe  that  I  will  fully  recover  my  nerves  again. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  W.  Wood, 

Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Galveston,  Tex.,  November  18,1898. 
Gen.  R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  Having  read  with  great  interest  the  many  complaints  made  by  some  of  the 
volunteers  regarding  the  treatment  received  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  I  feel  it  only  just  to  your  honorable  Department  as  well  as  all  others  con- 
cerned herein,  to  make  a  statement  regarding  our  regiment  (the  First  Texas  Vol- 
unter  Infantry)  in  relation  to  the  treatment  received  at  the  hands  of  the  honorable 
War  Department. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  honorable  War  Department  should  not  be  held 
responsible  for  many  of  the  little  inconveniences  that  we  had  to  undergo,  because 
many  of  these  should  rightly  and  justly  lay  on  the  shoulders  of  the  volunteer 
officers,  some  of  these  inconveniences  being  caused  by  neglect  or  the  incompe- 
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tency  and  inexperience  as  well  as  lack  of  military  training  of  a  great  majority  of 
the  volunteer  officers. 

It  seems  as  if  many  of  the  volunteer  officers  thought  too  much  of  their  rank  and 
position  and  spent  their  time  in  endeavoring  to  show  their  superiority;  when,  if 
they  had  occupied  one-half  of  the  time  spent  in  this  way  looking  after  the  com- 
fort of  their  various  commands,  their  time  would  have  been  much  better  utilized 
and  the  many  trifling  inconveniences  would  never  have  occurred. 

This  is  true  in  many  instances  of  the  surgeons,  who  paid  more  attention  to  their 
pretty  uniforms  and  the  salutes  of  the  men,  than  to  their  duties  at  the  various 
hospitals. 

Regarding  the  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  which  seems  to  exist  among  all  the  vol- 
unteers— and  of  which  I  feel  sure  that  the  First  Texas  has  its  share — it  ought  to 
be  attributed  to  a  large  number  of  our  officers,  many  of  whom  by  their  vanity 
and  actions  claiming  a  higher  social  position  than  they  would  concede  to  their 
men,  who,  previous  to  their  enlistment  were  the  associates  and  schoolmates  of 
these  officers,  who  were  elevated  by  the  men  themselves  to  their  positions.  This 
naturally  caused  a  spirit  of  resentment  and  dissatisfaction,  which  would  not  have 
existed  if  these  officers  were  men  of  judgment  and  discretion. 

The  food  furnished  us  at  our  various  camps,  at  Mobile,  Miami,  and  Jacksonville, 
was  good  and  wholesome  and  in  sufficient  quantities.  Our  camp  equipment  was 
all  that  could  be  desired,  and  we  were  as  comfortable  as  possible  after  our  own 
company  cooks  as  well  as  the  quartermasters  had  profited  by  the  experience  of 
camp  life. 

I  make  this  statement  voluntarily,  because  I  feel  that  many  slanderous  reports 
which  were  circulated  through  the  press  are  unjust  and  calculated  to  bring  our 
Government  into  disrespect  with  other  nations. 
With  much  respect, 

Alfred  J.  Rosenthal,  Jr., 
Late  Sergeant,  Company  H,  First  Texas  Volunteer  Infantry. 


New  York,  November  20, 1898. 

Dear  General  Dodge:  Unjust  adverse  criticism  on  the  Twenty-second  United 
States  Infantry,  made  by  a  witness  before  your  board  the  other  day  and  reported 
in  Saturday's  papers,  have  so  exercised  my  sense  of  justice  to  pen  a  few  words  of 
qualification. 

Having  been  at  Montauk  for  two  weeks  during  the  camp  as  a  volunteer  secre- 
tary in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Army  and  Navy  Commission,  and  having  been  associated 
and  working  among  the  men  of  the  Twenty-second  and  those  of  the  Eighth 
United  States  Infantry,  as  well  as  others  in  the  near  vicinity,  my  unrestricted 
privileges  and  the  courtesies  of  General  Ludlow  and  his  staff  and  the  regimental 
officers,  as  well  as  the  intimacies  and  confidences  of  the  privates,  revealed  many 
things  that  to  women  of  the  various  relief  associations  were  closed  pages.  They 
compel  me  to  express  my  admiration  for  the  quality  and  quantity  of  food  pro- 
vided by  General  Ludlow's  quartermaster  for  the  Twenty-second  Regiment,  also 
the  Eighth,  and  to  commend  his  thoughtful  provision  of  floorings,  mattresses, 
etc.,  when  other  regiments  were  without  them. 

I  say  this  not  from  hearsay,  but  from  messing  with  the  men,  becoming  intimate 
in  my  relations  with  them.  Perfection  did  not  exist,  but  a  military  camp,  as  it 
was,  when  order  came  out  of  chaos,  credit  should  be  given  where  it  is  due. 

I  do  not  wish  to  disparage  the  good  work  of  the  ladies'  aid  societies,  which 
worked  among  the  tents,  but  the  very  state  of  affairs  which  existed  in  the  camp 
in  its  early  days  repeated  itself  in  the  relief  work  later  when  the  all-sympathetic 
women,  effervescently  enthusiastic,  untrained  in  their  work,  and  untaught  in 
military  rules,  began  their  work  unsystematically,  creating  antagonism  from  sur- 
geons and  officers,  and  creating  possum  sickness,  which  the  little  bottles  of  black- 
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berry  brandy  and  other  delicacies  tempted.  Their  point  of  view  was  from  the 
cultured  home,  not  from  the  military  camp,  and  they  can  not  recognize  the 
difference,  thus  the  divergence  of  opinions. 

Sincerely,  John  Jay  Robinson, 

316  West  Fifty-sixth  street,  New  York. 


New  York,  November  21, 1898. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge,  President. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  of  the  19th  instant,  inviting  me  to  testify  before  your 
Commission  on  the  19th  instant,  was  only  received  by  me  last  night,  owing  to  the 
telegram  being  addressed  to  318  West  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  street  instead 
of  318  West  Eleventh  street. 

While  I  have  no  desire  to  testify,  owing  to  the  wish  of  not  having  publicity, 
still  I  can  not  help  stating  that  I  have  no  complaint  to  make.  One  can  not  expect 
a  new  business  concern  to  run  as  smoothly  at  first  as  an  older  concern  with  lots 
of  experience,  nor  could  one  expect  the  Government  to  do  as  well  at  first  as  they 
can  probably  do  now. 

In  fact,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  many  witnesses  who  have  testified  would  not  be 
satisfied,  no  matter  how  well  a  thing  might  be  done. 

Even  now  my  own  name  has  been  mentioned  before  your  Commission  as  one  of 
three  officers  who  took  a ' '  hospital  tent "  for  their  own  use.  It  seems  very  unlikely 
that  such  a  thing  would  be  permitted  anywhere.  We  did  have  a  small  wall  tent, 
the  same  as  the  rest  of  the  officers,  and  it  seems  hard  that  I  should  have  such  a  com- 
plaint made  against  me  by  a  man  who  even  has  so  little  respect  for  the  uniform 
he  wore  as  to  come  in  an  intoxicated  condition  to  the  armory  last  Wednesday 
when  he  was  mustered  out,  and  apparently  takes  this  revenge  on  account  of  his 
captain  having  trouble  with  him  while  in  this  condition. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Lester  J.  Blauvelt, 

Late  Second  Lieutenant,  Seventy-first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers, 

and  formerly  Acting  Commissary  Regiment. 


New  York,  November  22, 1898. 
The  War  Investigating  Committee, 

Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York  City. 

Dear  Sirs:  I  am  sorry  that  I  can  not  present  myself  in  person  before  the  com- 
mittee, but  I  am  confined  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital  by  illness  contracted  in  Cuba. 

I  will  not  attempt  to  answer  in  detail  the  so-called  testimony  of  late  Private 
David  J.  Goss,  of  Company  K,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers,  of  which 
company  I  was  first  lieutenant.  However,  I  will  state  that  for  the  most  part  the 
statement  of  Goss  is  unqualifiedly  false. 

He  was  fortunate  if  he  slept  in  the  open  air  only  twelve  days  in  Cuba;  I  slept 
thirty,  as  did  the  other  officers,  as  no  tents  were  issued  to  the  officers. 

I  deny  that  any  hospital  tents  were  ever  issued  to  our  company.  A  short  while 
before  we  left  Cuba,  while  I  was  in  command  of  the  company  owing  to  the  illness 
of  the  captain,  some  of  our  wall  tents  were  taken  off  the  Vigilancia.  These 
were  the  regular  wall  tents  used  by  our  regiment  at  Camp  Black,  Lakeland,  and 
Tampa.  Of  these  our  company  received  two,  and  I  ordered  the  tents  and  flies 
erected  so  as  to  make  four  different  shelters.  After  all  the  sick  were  placed  under 
one  tent  and  two  flies  we  still  had  space  to  spare,  and  took  the  tent  for  ourselves, 
as  did  the  other  company  officers.  Neither  did  we  deprive  the  sick  nor  take  hos- 
pital tents. 

It  is  hard,  after  the  many  weary  hours  spent  by  the  line  officers  in  alleviating 
the  sufferings  of  their  men,  to  be  thus  attacked  by  those  whom  they  succored. 
Let  the  blame  rest  where  it  belongs — certainly  not  upon  the  line  officers. 
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Illness  has  prevented  me  consulting  with  my  brother  officers,  bnt  I  know  I 
speak  for  them  when  I  say  that  we  court  the  closest  investigation  of  our  conduct 
in  Cuba. 

Respectfully,  John  M.  Thompson, 

First  Lieutenant,  Seventy-first  New  York  Volunteers. 
Per  E.  H. 
P.  S. — Please  publish  this  in  your  records. 


November  25, 1898. 
General  Dodge,  War  Investigation  Commission. 

Dear  Sir:  This  morning  you  asked  me  particularly  about  the  contract  sur- 
geons, and  before  finishing  my  testimony  I  meant  to  have  called  your  attention 
to  the  work  of  one  physician  whom  I  knew  better  than  all  the  rest.  I  refer  to 
Dr.  William  H.  Prescott,  of  Boston.  He  represented  the  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teer Aid  Association  at  Montauk,  and  while  there  became  a  contract  surgeon. 

You  will  remember  that  it  was  this  association  which,  together  with  the  Red 
Cross,  established  the  diet  kitchens,  so  I  was  closely  associated  with  Dr.  Prescott 
and  had  every  opportunity  to  see  his  work.  A  more  courteous,  tactful  gentleman 
I  have  never  met.  He  was  a  friend  and  a  beloved  physician  to  the  soldiers  under 
his  care.  I  have  seen  him  tenderly  carry  in  his  arms  men  who  were  too  ill  to 
walk.  His  was  the  gentleness  of  a  woman,  and  the  men  loved  him  for  his  self- 
sacrifice  and  eager  sympathy.  He  did  more  good  than  anyone  in  camp  to  alle- 
viate suffering.  It  was  largely  due  to  his  unfailing  tact  and  ability  that  the  diet 
kitchens  were  so  great  a  success  and  that  the  Government  so  speedily  recognized 
the  value  of  the  work. 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  of  reading  this  further  testimony  to  your  committee 
and  ask  your  stenographer  to  add  it  to  what  he  has  already  written  of  my  experi- 
ence at  Camp  Wikoff .  It  is  only  one  more  tribute  to  the  physicians  who  did  such 
noble  work. 

Thanking  you  in  advance,  very  truly,  yours, 

Mary  Harte  Willard. 

May  I  add  a  word  also  for  the  Long  Island  Railroad,  who  did,  through  their 
representatives,  everything  possible  to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  our  sup- 
plies and  give  us  every  assistance  in  their  power. 


St.  Andrew's  Church,  Harlem, 

Rector's  Office,  November  26, 1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Chairman  Army  Commission,  etc. 

My  Dear  Sir:  If  your  committee  are  to  place  any  reliance  on  affidavits  made 
and  testimony  taken  from  privates  of  the  Seventy-first  Regiment  relative  to  the 
chaplain  appropriating  for  his  own  use  a  tent  and  forbidding  sick  men  to  use  the 
same,  I  desire  to  offset  such  untruths  by  the  following  truthful  statement:  Never 
during  my  stay  in  Cuba  had  I  any  tent  whatever.  From  July  18  to  August  8  I 
was  allowed  to  swing  my  hammock  between  the  poles  of  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  tent  at 
night,  which  tent  was  in  the  possession  and  at  the  disposal  of  the  Rev.  Charles 
F.  Barrett,  of  the  Army  Christian  Commission.  This  gentleman  now  lives  at 
Williamsport,  Pa. 

I  have  never  been  other  than  uniformly  kind  to  and  considerate  of  the  feelings 

of  all  men  in  my  own  and  any  other  command. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

Geo.  R.  Van  DeWater, 

Once  Chaplain  Severity-first  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers. 
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[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Parker  House,  Boston,  Mass.,  November  29, 1898. 
Rev.  George  R.  Van  De  Water, 

Rector  St.  Andrews  Church,  New  York  City. 
Dear  Sir:  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the 
26th  instant,  and  in  reply  thereto  beg  to  state  that  this  Commission  has  received 
no  testimony  of  the  character  which  you  mention  in  your  letter. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

G.  M.  Dodge, 

President. 


Greenfield,  November  27, 1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  the  26th  instant, 
in  which  you  state  you  would  be  pleased  to  have  me  appear  as  a  witness. 

I  find  circumstances  and  home  matters  will  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  leave 
to  appear  before  your  honorable  board. 


Yours,  most  respectfully, 


(Mrs.)  John  Brooke. 


22  Newbury  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  November  28, 1898. 
Mr.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  of  Commission,  Parker  House,  Boston. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  received.    Thank  you;  I  do  not  care  to  testify  before 
the  Commission. 

Very  truly,  yours,  Herbert  L.  Burrell. 


November  29,  1898. 
Hon.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President  Commission. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Your  telegram  received  late  this  p.  m.  and  contents  noted.  My 
reason  for  appearing  before  your  Commission  was  to  show  the  incompetency 
regarding  volunteer  officers,  both  as  commissaries  and  commanders  of  batteries. 
In  looking  into  the  matter,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing  will  be 
gained  by  appearing  before  the  Commission,  and  it  would  put  a  blot  on  my  regi- 
ment.   As  I  am  mustered  out  I  will  let  it  drop. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  Geo.  Y.  Bauchor, 

149  West  Canton  Street,  Boston. 


National  Relief  Commission, 

Philadelphia,  December  12,  1898. 
Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  Commission  to  Investigate  Conduct  of  War 

Department  in  War  with  Spain,  Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  6,  1898,  stating  that  the  secre- 
tary of  the  National  Relief  Commission  be  requested  to  be  present  before  your 
Commission  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  instant,  to  "  give  such  testimony  as  will  aid 
the  purpose  of  this  investigation,"  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  a  meet- 
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ing  of  the  subexecutive  committee  of  this  commission,  held  at  this  office  this  day, 
it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  George  C.  Thomas — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  commission  it  is  deemed  undesirable  that  the  general 
secretary  should  accept  the  invitation  contained  in  the  letter  of  Richard  Weightman,  secretary 
of  the  "  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  investigate  the  conduct 
of  the  War  Department  in  the  war  with  Spain,"  under  date  of  December  6,  and  that  he  be 
instructed  to  inform  the  said  Commission  that  the  National  Relief  Commission  has  not  as  yet 
completed  its  labors,  but  as  soon  as  the  report  which  is  now  being  prepared  is  issued  a  copy 
will  be  sent  to  the  Commission. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Baird,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  deems  it  inexpedient  to  be  represented  before  the  Investiga- 
tion Commission  by  any  of  its  members  at  the  present  time. 

Respectfully, 

M.  S.  French,  General  Secretary. 


War  Department,  Inspector-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  17, 1899. 
Gen.  G.  M.  Dodge, 

President  Commission  to  Investigate  Conduct  of  War 

Department  in  the  War  with  Spain,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  clipping  from  the  New  York  Herald  of  yesterday  surprises 
me  no  little  and  very  naturally  gives  me  some  concern,  in  that  it  indicates  that 
there  has  been  some  testimony  before  your  Commission  tending  to  throw  discredit 
upon  myself,  as  well  as  upon  officers  connected  with  my  branch  of  the  service. 
If  anyone  has  testified  before  your  Commission  to  facts  justifying  criticism  of 
my  course  during  the  war,  in  any  particular,  is  it  not  due  to  me  that  my  atten- 
tion be  called  to  that  testimony  and  an  opportunity  given  to  meet  anything  that 
may  have  been  said  reflecting  on  me  in  any  way  ?  Ought  I  not  be  permitted  to 
read  that  testimony  and  to  appear  again  before  your  Commission  ?  I  affirm,  with- 
out the  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  all  that  was  done  by  me  during  the 
war  was  done  in  conformity  with  orders  which  I  had  no  right  to  disobey.  My 
absence  in  the  Santiago  campaign  was  well  known  to  the  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington, and  was  never  disapproved  to  my  knowledge.  I  affirm,  also,  that  all 
those  subject  to  my  orders,  as  well  as  myself,  duly  and  promptly  made  reports  of 
all  which  it  was  our  duty  to  report.  If  those  reports  did  not  reach  the  Secretary 
of  War,  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  nor  of  those  who  sent  them.  I  am  ready  to 
appear  at  any  moment  before  the  Commission  and  answer  any  question  that  may 
be  propounded  to  me,  and  to  explain  any  facts  stated  by  others  which  may  seem  to 
reflect  upon  me. 

My  reason  for  communicating  with  you  at  this  time  is  that  I  am  under  orders 
from  the  War  Department  to  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  certain  camps,  and  I  do  not  wish  any  report  reflecting  upon  me  to  be 
made  by  your  Commission  while  I  am  in  a  foreign  land,  unable  to  defend  myself 
from  charges  secretly  made  against  me  and  of  which  I  have  no  knowledge.  I 
claim  the  right  as  an  officer  of  the  Army,  if  my  official  course  is  under  examina- 
tion, to  be  informed  of  the  nature  of  every  accusation  made  directly  or  indirectly 
against  me,  and  to  be  given  full  opportunity  to  defend  my  official  character. 

I  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  or  from  the  Commission  immediately,  because 
my  purpose  has  been  to  leave  the  city  for  Cuba  to-morrow.  If  your  reply  shall 
indicate  that  my  official  conduct  is  under  direct  examination  by  the  Commission 
or  has  been  impugned  by  any  witness  who  testified  before  your  body  not  in  my 
presence,  I  will  endeavor  to  obtain  such  modification  of  my  orders  as  will  enable 
me  to  remain  here  long  enough  to  lay  before  your  body  such  evidence  as  the  cir- 
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cumstances  may  seem  to  require  for  my  complete  vindication.  I  have  served  my 
country  in  the  Army  more  than  thirty  years,  and  my  good  name  as  a  soldier  is 
very  dear  to  me.  If  anyone  has  by  evidence  before  your  Commission  imputed  to 
me  any  conduct  unworthy  of  a  soldier,  I  claim  of  right  that  I  be  informed  of  what 
has  been  said  and  given  the  privilege  of  meeting  all  charges.  There  need  be  no 
serious  delay  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  if  this  request  be  granted.  I 
am  ready  upon  very  short  notice  to  bring  to  your  attention  all  the  evidence 
required  by  any  case  attempted  to  be  made  against  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Inspec  tor-  General. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War  Department 

in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  5, 1898. 
Hon.  M.  A.  Hanna, 

United  States  Senate,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  in  receipt  of  yours  of  November  29  inclosing  letter  of  Willard 
E.  Ball.  In  answer  thereto  I  desire  to  state  that  in  all  the  camps  we  have  been 
at  we  have  taken  particular  pains  to  talk  to  the  men  in  the  different  regiments, 
and  especially  was  this  done  in  the  West  Virginia  regiments  by  the  portion  of  our 
Commission  that  visited  Knoxville;  and  where  it  was  practicable  we  have  brought 
before  us  from  each  regiment,  at  the  same  time  we  brought  officers,  some  of  the 
enlisted  men — generally  the  quartermaster-sergeant  of  a  company  and  an  enlisted 
man  from  one  or  two  companies.  They  were  brought  before  us  without  being 
selected  by  us.  The  instructions  were  to  send  the  quartermaster-sergeant  from 
one  company  and  an  enlisted  man  from  another  company,  we  not  knowing  who 
he  would  be.  I  think  in  this  investigation  we  have  examined  all  classes  of  repre- 
sentatives within  the  Government  control,  as  well  as  a  great  many  civilians.  We 
have  never  seen  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  an  enlisted  man  not  to  talk  freely 
and  make  any  statement  or  complaint,  and  we  know  that  no  witness  who  has 
come  before  us  has  suffered  for  doing  so. 

Respectfully,  yours,  G-renville  M.  Dodge, 

President. 


Fredericktown,  Ohio,  January  20,  1899. 
Mr.  President  William  McKinley, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Mr.  President:  Ever  since  the  beginning  of  this  Spanish- American  war  I  have 
been  reading  one  of  the  leading  daily  papers  of  Ohio,  the  Cleveland  Leader.  I 
have  been  "  keeping  tab"  on  everything  that  has  been  going  on  pertaining  to  the 
same. 

I  am  very  much  interested  in  the  proceedings  of  the  war  investigating  com- 
mittee, and  they  seem  to  be  examining  only  the  colonels,  generals,  and  the  shoul- 
der-strap fellows  who  hang  around  camp  headquarters,  draw  good  salaries,  live 
on  the  fat  of  the  land,  and  do  nothing. 

If  this  war  committee  would  only  call  up  before  it  some  of  the  privates  and  men 
from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Army  they  could  a  tale  unfold  which  would  cause 
some  of  these  high  officials  to  blush  with  shame. 

The  boys  from  the  ranks,  as  they  come  marching  home,  tell  fearful  tales  about 
how  they  were  misused  by  these  fellows  who  wear  the  shoulder  straps  and  draw 
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good  salaries,  and  how  these  fellows  rob  and  steal  from  the  Government,  and 
stint  and  starve  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Army  for  their  own  private  gains. 

Requisitions  are  made  on  the  commissary  department  for  so  many  supplies  for 
so  many  men  for  so  many  days,  receipts  are  properly  signed  and  turned  in,  then 
the  privates  and  rank  and  file  of  the  Army  get  only  a  portion  of  these  supplies, 
the  balance,  or  what  they  can  "  knock  down  "  or  stint  and  starve  the  boys  to  get, 
is  sold  on  the  market  by  these  shoulder-strap  fellows  and  the  proceeds  put  down 
in  their  pockets  for  their  own  private  use,  and  the  poor  fellows  from  the  ranks 
go  to  the  hospitals  or  to  an  untimely  grave  for  the  want  of  a  proper  amount  of 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

The  war  committee  should  investigate  this  side  of  the  question,  too,  before  they 
are  through.  Perhaps  this  would  help  to  locate  and  settle  some  of  the  blunders 
that  have  been  made  in  the  War  Department.     "A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient." 

I  shall  mail  this  letter  to  Mrs.  McKinley,  then  you  will  be  sure  to  get  it,  other- 
wise it  may  find  the  waste  basket  and  you  will  be  none  the  wiser  of  its  contents. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  penning  you  this  letter,  yet  Mother  Bickerdyke,  of  Bunker 
Hill,  Kans.,  requested  that  I  do  it. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  Walter  L.  Ball. 


United  States  Military  Hospital, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  January  24, 1899. 
Richard  Weightman, 

Secretary  Commission  of  Investigation. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication  of  29th 
December,  1898,  inclosing  copy  of  cablegram  of  Major-General  Shatter  of  August  4, 
1898,  and  in  reply  thereto  to  state  that  the  matter  was  officially  reported  upon  by 
me  September  4, 1898,  in  my  third  indorsement  on  letter  of  Surgeon-General  rela- 
tive to  this  matter,  inclosing  a  copy  of  this  cablegram.  This  indorsement  was  as 
follows: 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Chief  Surgeon's  Office, 
Headquarters  First  Division,  Fifth  Corps, 

Camp  Wikoff,  N.  Y.,  September  k,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  to  adjutant-general  Fifth  Corps. 

It  is  true  that  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  First  Division  had  not  for  eleven  days,  viz,  from  July  24 
to  August  4,  any  medicine  for  distribution  but  quinine,  epsom  salts,  and  castor  oil,  and  that  this 
condition  had  been  duly  reported,  verbally  and  in  writing,  to  the  chief  surgeon  of  the  corps,  and 
that  on  this  being  reported  to  Major-General  Shafter  he  ordered  an  emergency  purchase  in 
open  market,  which  was  made. 

It  is  also  true  that  I  repeated,  August  4,  to  Major-General  Shafter  a  verbal  report  made  to  me 
by  the  surgeon  of  the  Thirty-fourth  Michigan  (Thirty -third  Michigan  was  not  in  First  Divi- 
sion) that  four  men  had  died  in  that  regiment  during  the  previous  week  for  lack  of  medicines. 

M.  W.  Wood, 
Major,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Surgeon,  First  Division,  ^Fifth  Corps. 

The  original  of  this  letter  should  be  on  file  in  Washington. 

Very  respectfully,  M.  W.  Wood, 

Major,  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army. 


Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  October  29,  1898. 
Col.  R.  L.  Dean,  Wellsboro,  Pa. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  October  20  was  forwarded  to  me  here  and  I  presented  it  to 
the  Commission.  In  answer,  I  desire  to  say  that  as  we  reach  the  different  camps 
we  endeavor  to  hear  every  person  who  has  made  complaint.  We  also  examine 
quartermaster-sergeants  and  privates  in  each  of  the  volunteer  regiments,  also 
line  officers,  in  order  to  hear  from  them  in  relation  to  the  charges  that  have  been 
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made,  and  as  we  visit  the  different  camps  we  shall  continue  to  do  so.  Some  of 
the  parties  you  name  we  have  examined.  We  have  not,  however,  had  before  us 
the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Surgeon-General.  The  other  parties  you  name  we 
will  endeavor  to  have  before  us.  It  is  our  intention  to  get  at  the  facts  in  the  mat- 
ter and  have  before  us  every  person  who  makes  any  complaint,  and  we  even  go 
outside  of  that  and  bring  before  us  persons  who  have  made  no  complaints,  in 
order  to  get  at  the  facts  of  their  treatment.  If  you  know  any  persons  who  have 
any  personal  knowledge  of  the  matters  you  speak  of,  we  will  be  glad  to  have  their 
names  and  addresses  sent  to  us.  We  have  taken  a  large  amount  of  testimony  on 
all  the  points  you  speak  of  in  your  letter. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

President. 


[Office  of  Commission  appointed  by  the  President  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  War 
Department  in  the  war  with  Spain.] 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  19,  1898. 
Mrs.  Josephine  Desch, 

5327  Union  Avenue,  Chicago,  III. 
Dear  Madam:  I  beg  herewith  to  hand  you  copy  of  letter  I  have  received  from 
the  War  Department,  which  I  trust  will  give  you  the  information  you  desire. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Grenville  M.  Dodge,  President. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  December  17,  1898. 
Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge, 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  Replying  to  your  communication  of  14th  instant  relative  to  reimbursing 
Mrs.  Josephine  Desch,  No.  5327  Union  avenue,  Chicago,  111.,  for  amount  paid  for 
transportation  of  the  remains  of  her  son,  Ludwig  Desch,  late  of  Troop  E,  First 
United  States  Cavalry,  I  am  directed  by  the  Quartermaster-General  to  inform 
you  that  her  case  has  been  referred  to  the  chief  quartermaster,  Chicago,  111.,  with 
the  directions  to  state  a  reimbursement  account  in  favor  of  the  proper  legal 
representative  of  the  deceased  soldier  and  forward  the  same  to  this  office  for 
settlement. 

Mrs.  Desch  has  been  advised  to  communicate  with  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  of  the 
Army  relative  to  the  carbine  referred  to. 

Respectfully,  Chas.  Bird, 

Colonel  and  Quartermaster,  U.  S.  Volunteers. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  January  25,  1899. 
Maj.  S.  C.  Mills, 

Recorder  Commission  Appointed  by  the  President,  etc., 

Lemon  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
furnish  the  Commission  answers  to  the  following  questions  contained  in  your 
communication,  namely: 

Question  1.  How  long  after  the  passage  of  the  emergency  act  of  March  9,  appropriating 
$50,000,000,  did  you  make  application  for  a  portion  of  such  funds  for  your  Department? 

Answer.  On  April  1,  1898, 1  made  application  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  the  first  allotment  of  funds  from  the  appropriation  of  $50,000,000,  act  of 
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March  9,  1898.    On  April  18,  1898,  a  second  request  was  made  for  an  additional 
sum  from  this  same  appropriation. 

Question  2.  For  what  sum  did  you  make  request,  for  what  purposes  were  they  to  be  used,  and 
to  what  date  were  the  funds  placed  at  your  command? 

Answer.  The  first  request  was  for  the  sum  of  $500,000,  which  was  required  to 
pay  the  cost  of  transportation  of  the  heavy  guns,  gun  carriages,  and  other  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores  for  seacoast  defense  from  place  of  manufacture  to  their 
respective  destinations;  also  the  cost  of  transportation  of  the  field  artillery  and 
of  troops  in  connection  with  said  defense;  also  for  the  purchase  of  horses,  mules, 
wagons,  and  harness  for  transportation  purposes. 

The  second  request  was  for  the  sum  of  $1,000,000,  which  was  required  to  meet 
the  extraordinary  expenditures  of  this  Department  in  providing  transportation 
for  troops,  guns,  ordnance,  and  other  stores,  the  purchase  of  horses,  mules,  wag- 
ons, harness,  clothing,  and  equipage,  and  other  quartermaster  supplies  of  every 
description,  including  the  hire  of  all  temporary  employees  whose  services  were 
absolutely  necessary  in  caring  for  and  transporting  these  supplies  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  service  in  connection  with  the  movement  and  operation  of 
the  Army. 

The  funds  requested  on  April  1,  1898,  were  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  on  April  2,  1898,  and  the  funds  requested  on  April  18,  1898, 
were  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  on  April  20,  1898. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.  I.  Ludington, 
Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  October  8, 1898. 
The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Commission  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  War  Department  in  connection  with  the  war,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
a  slip  showing  the  principal  officers  on  the  steamers  Olivette,  Concho,  Breakwater, 
City  of  Washington,  and  Seneca,  vessels  chartered  by  this  Department. 

There  were  no  commissioned  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  as- 
signed to  duty  on  any  of  the  above-mentioned  ships,  nor  were  any  such  officers 
assigned  to  duty  on  any  of  the  vessels  chartered  by  this  Department. 
Very  respectfully, 

.  M.  I.  Ludington, 
Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 


Olivette. — J.  P.  Stevenson,  master;  James  Miller,  first  officer;  Mr.  Peterson,  sec- 
ond officer;  Lyman  Denison,  purser. 

Concho. — Samuel  Risk,  captain;  E.  R.  Sewall,  M.  A.  Young,  mates;  George 
Ross,  R.  B.  Robertson,  P.  Drumgoole,  Charles  Jackson,  engineers;  J.  Frank 
Sears,  steward. 

Breakwater.— Louis  Rivara,  master;  Charles  Laseu,  John  H.  Ratledge,  mates; 
Alonzo  Smith,  chief  engineer;  Jerry  Madden,  Edward  O'Brien,  engineers. 

City  of  Washington. — F.  Stevens,  captain;  G.  Cornhel,  first  officer;  D.  D. 
Sullivan,  second  officer;  W.  S.  Gardner,  chief  engineer;  C.  Terraneu,  steward. 

Seneca. — J.  F.  Decker,  captain;  C.  F.  Herreman,  first  officer;  M.  Bedes,  second 
officer;  J.  Neptune,  chief  engineer;  A.  Osman,  steward. 


QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 


BOARD  OF  SURVEY,  MIAMI,  FLA.,  ON  SHOES  ISSUED  BY  DEPOT  QUARTERMASTER 

AT  MOBILE,  ALA. 

The  following  are  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  survey  convened  at  camp  at 
Miami,  Fla.,  in  pursuance  of  following  order: 

Special  Order  i  Second  Texas  United  States  Volunteer  Infantry, 

No.  38.  j  Camp  at  Miami,  Fla.,  July  IS,  1898. 

A  board  of'  survey  is  hereby  ordered  to  convene  on  July  13,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practica- 
ble, for  the  purpose  of  investigating,  reporting  upon,  and  fixing  the  responsibility  for  the  poor 
quality  of  shoes  issued  to  this  regiment  by  the  depot  quartermaster  at  Mobile,  Ala. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Openheimer. 

Frank  J.  Badger, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant. 

Miami,  Fla.,  July  14,1898. 
Tho  board  met  at  12.30  p.m., pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order. 
Present,  all  the  members. 

There  being  no  other  evidence,  the  board  examined  sample  pairs  of  shoes  from 
several  companies,  the  same  being  fair  samples  of  the  shoes  issued  at  Mobile,  Ala. 
The  board  finds  that  the  shoes  are  unfit  for  campaign  or  barrack  purposes  for  the 
following  reasons: 
First.  The  thread  used  in  fastening  the  different  parts  is  a  very  inferior  article. 
Second.  The  leather  used  in  the  uppers  and  vamps  is  an  ordinary  split  cowhide, 
and  will  not  give  good  service  or  keep  the  foot  dry. 

Third.  The  counters,  slip  sole,  and  inner  sole  are  what  is  known  to  the  trade  as 
"  leather  board,"  being  scrap  leather  ground  into  a  pulpy  mass  and  pressed  into 
blocks  the  semblance  of  sole  leather,  which  after  being  thoroughly  wet  falls  to 
pieces. 

We,  the  board  of  survey,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  men  be  furnished 
with  regulation  campaign  shoes,  and  that  they  are  not  charged  more  than  $1  per 
pair  for  the  shoes  issued  them  at  Mobile,  Ala. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Gordon  Boone, 
Captain,  Second  Texas,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  President. 

CO.  Elliott, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  D,  Second  Texas,  Member. 

Chas.  A.  Davis, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Texas,  U.  S.  Volunteer  Infantry,  Recorder. 

[Indorsement.] 

Four  hundred  and  twenty  pairs  of  shoes  unserviceable  by  actual  count. 

Openheimer. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL  SUBMITS  ESTIMATES  OF  COST  AND  FURNISHES  COPY 
OF  CONTRACT  WITH  LONG  ISLAND  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  August  2,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  connection  with  the  subject  of  a  camp  at  Montauk  Point,  Long  Island, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  approximate  estimate  of  cost  of  the 
principal  items  of  expenditure  for  the  establishment  of  the  camp: 

Rent  of  land  to  December  1, 1898  (or  to  June  1, 1899,  $15,000) $10,000 

Driving  piles  at  dock 2,000 

Water  supply 12,000 

Warehouses.. 8,000 

Privies,  bakeries,  etc 8,000 

Total - 40,000 

The  proposition  of  W.  H.  Baldwin,  jr.,  president  of  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
Company,  is  herewith. 

Mr.  Baldwin  has  in  person  verbally  modified  said  proposition  to  the  extent  of 
reducing  the  rent  of  the  land  to  $10,000  to  December  1,  and  reducing  the  rate  to 
the  Government  for  passengers  to  1  cent  per  mile,  and  of  making  the  rate  to 
soldiers  on  pass  or  furlough  $2,  round  trip,  to  New  York  City. 

He  states  that  he  will  also  make  fair  reduction,  not  less  than  25  per  cent  from 
tariff  rates,  for  all  freight. 

Instructions  are  respectfully  requested  as  to  the  establishment  of  this  camp 
and  for  the  expenditure  of  the  above  sums,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, from  the  proper  appropriations. 

Respectfully,  M.  I.  Ludington, 

Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

August  2,  1898. 
Approved. 

R.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 
True  copy: 

Wm.  S.  Patten, 

Colonel,  Quartermaster's  Department. 


agreement. 

This  agreement,  entered  into  at  Governors  Island,  New  York,  this  second  day 
of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  between  Colonel  James  Gillis, 
assistant  quartermaster-general,  United  States  Army,  of  the  first  part,  and  the 
Montauk  Company,  of  New  York,  of  the  county  of  New  York,  State  of  New  York, 
of  the  second  part. 
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Witnesseth:  That  the  said  Colonel  James  Gillis,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  the  said  the  Montauk  Company  covenant  and  agree  to  and 
with  each  other  as  follows: 

That  the  said  the  Montauk  Company  shall,  and  by  these  presents  does  hereby, 
demise,  let,  rent,  and  lease  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  purposes  of  a 
military  camp  all  that  certain  tract  of  land  and  premises  situated  upon  the  Mon- 
tauk Peninsula,  Long  Island,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  State  of  New  York,  the 
property  of  the  said  the  Montauk  Company,  containing  about  five  thousand 
(5,000)  acres  of  land,  including  the  whole  of  Lake  Wyandannee  and  the  easterly 
half  of  the  Fort  Pond,  as  shown  in  red  lines  on  the  map  attached  hereto,  marked 
A,  which  forms  a  part  of  this  agreement,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same,  with  all 
the  hereditaments  and  improvements  thereunto  belonging,  with  the  exceptions 
and  reservations  hereinafter  mentioned,  from  the  first  day  of  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  inclusive.  At  the  option  of  the  United  States  this  lease,  with 
all  its  covenants  and  agreements,  may  be  extended  so  as  to  give  the  United  States 
continuous  possession  of  said  premises  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  inclusive. 

That  the  said  the  Montauk  Company,  for  itself  and  its  successors,  will  warrant 
and  defend  to  the  United  States,  its  officers  and  agents,  the  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  and  occupancy  of  the  aforesaid  premises:  and  in  case  of  any  disturbance, 
by  suit  or  otherwise,  will  defend  the  same  free  of  charge  to  the  United  States  in 
or  before  the  proper  State  or  United  States  courts. 

That  all  buildings  or  other  improvements  fixed  to  or  erected,  or  placed  in  or 
upon  the  said  leased  or  hereinafter  reserved  premises  by  the  United  States,  shall 
be  and  remain  the  exclusive  property  of  the  United  States,  provided,  however, 
that  the  same,  unless  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  shall  be  removed  by  the  United 
States  within  thirty  (30)  days  after  the  expiration  of  said  lease. 

The  Montauk  Company  excepts  and  reserves  out  of  the  land  and  premises 
embraced  in  this  lease  the  buildings  now  erected  upon  the  lands  of  the  Montauk 
Company  and  known  as  the  Third  House,  with  the  yards,  stables,  barns,  and  out- 
buildings connected  therewith,  together  with  the  right  to  pass  and  repass  over  the 
demised  premises  in  going  to  and  from  said  reserved  premises;  and  also  excepts 
and  reserves  from  the  property  of  the  company  herein  demised  the  lands  and 
premises  lying  to  the  south  and  west  of  the  blue  line  shown  on  the  map  or  plan  of 
the  property  of  the  company  accompanying  this  lease  and  made  a  part  thereof, 
and  marked  A.    Said  blue  line  running  on  the  following  courses,  to  wit: 

Commencing  on  the  easterly  side  of  Fort  Pond  Bay  at  the  southwesterly  corner 
of  the  lands  of  the  Montauk  Dock  Company,  running  thence  east  along  the  south- 
erly boundary  line  of  the  property  of  the  said  Montauk  Dock  Company  to  the 
southeasterly  corner  thereof;  thence  in  a  straight  line  easterly  to  a  stake  set  in 
the  ground  and  numbered  sixty-six;  running  thence  southerly  to  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  plot  numbered  eighty-one  (81)  on  said  map  or  plan;  thence  south 
along  the  easterly  line  of  plots  numbered  eighty-three  (83)  and  eighty-four  (84) 
on  said  map  to  the  southeast  corner  of  said  plot  numbered  eighty-four  (84) ;  and 
thence  southwesterly  in  a  straight  line  to  the  shore  of  Fort  Pond. 

The  said  map  or  plan  accompanying  this  lease,  designated  "  Map  showing  sub- 
division of  the  property  belonging  to  the  Montauk  Company  at  Montauk,  Long 
Island,"  shows  the  entire  property  of  the  Montauk  Company.  The  portion  colored 
red  thereon  is  the  property  herein  demised  to  the  United  States;  the  portion  col- 
ored yellow  thereon  is  the  property  hereinabove  excepted  and  reserved. 

The  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to  establish  any  trading  or  canteen 
privileges  in  the  camp  on  the  demised  premises  which  it  may  desire. 

All  docks,  fences,  and  other  property  and  trees  on  the  demised  premises  shall 
be  carefully  preserved  from  injury  or  destruction. 
7833 38 


594         INVESTIGATION    OF    CONDUCT    OF    WAR    WITH    SPAIN. 

It  is  understood  that  the  United  States  will  not  erect,  or  cause  or  procure,  per- 
mit or  suffer  to  be  erected,  upon  the  premises  herein  demised,  or  any  part  thereof, 
any  brewery,  distillery,  slaughterhouse,  sugar  refinery,  soap,  candle,  starch,  var- 
nish, vitriol,  glue,  ink,  or  turpentine  factory,  or  any  factory  for  tanning,  dressing,  or 
preparing  hides,  skins,  or  leather,  or  any  fish  factory  or  oil  refinery,  or  any  other 
dangerous,  noxious,  or  offensive  establishment,  trade,  or  business  whatsoever. 

In  laying  out  or  making  roads  in  the  camp,  the  course  of  the  roads  and  high- 
ways laid  down  upon  the  map  prepared  by  the  company  shall  be  followed  as  far 
as  practicable;  and  all  roads  now  opened  or  hereafter  opened  by  the  military 
authorities  shall  be  maintained  in  good  condition  by  the  party  of  the  first  part, 
properly  drained,  and  traffic  shall  be  confined  to  such  roads.  Material  used  in 
making  and  repairing  roads  shall  be  taken  from  points  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties,  and  no  excavations  shall  be  made  along  roads  by  taking  material  for 
making  or  repairing,  as  hereinabove  provided. 

Should  it  become  necessary  to  inter  dead  bodies  in  any  part  of  the  demised 
premises,  the  same  shall  be  removed  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United  States 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  termination  of  lease,  and  not  later  than  May  the 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  it  being  understood  that  no  charges 
shall  be  made  for  use  of  the  land  occupied  for  burial  purposes  in  case  this  lease  is 
terminated  before  May  the  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Proper  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  enforced  in  said  camp  for  maintaining  the 
same  in  healthy  and  cleanly  condition,  and  so  as  to  avoid  injury  to  the  property 
of  the  Montauk  Company  hereinabove  reserved,  or  the  occupants  thereof,  or  the 
occupants  of  any  part  of  the  adjoining  lands  and  premises;  and  proper  police 
regulations  shall  be  made  and  enforced  for  the  preservation  of  order  in  and  about 
said  camp  and  the  premises  surrounding  the  same.  In  case  of  complaint  made  to 
the  officer  in  charge  of  said  camp  by  the  company  or  its  representatives  of  any 
infraction  of  law  or  the  reasonable  regulations  of  the  company  by  any  soldier  or 
person  connected  with  the  operation  of  said  camp,  prompt  measures  will  be  taken 
by  the  military  authorities  for  the  prevention  of  recurrence  of  the  source  of  com- 
plaint and  the  punishment  of  the  offending  parties. 

This  lease  includes  the  right  to  use  the  existing  docks  of  the  Montauk  Company 
on  Fort  Pond  Bay;  the  United  States  shall  also  have  the  right,  at  its  own  expense, 
to  extend  said  dock  or  to  build  other  docks  and  wharves  on  any  part  of  the  demised 
premises.  The  military  authorities  of  the  camp  shall  also  have  the  right  to  addi- 
tional reasonable  facilities  by  way  of  docks  or  buildings  for  storage  purposes  on 
any  part  of  the  reserved  premises,  to  be  erected  by  said  authorities  and  at  their 
expense,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  president  of  the  Montauk  Company  as  to 
location  and  character;  and  they  shall  also  have  the  right  of  passage  over  the 
reserved  premises  in  all  reasonable  ways  in  going  to  and  from  the  camp,  docks, 
wharves,  or  storage  houses  used  by  them. 

The  military  authorities  are  to  have  and  exercise  full  jurisdiction  for  police 
purposes  over  the  property  and  premises  herein  reserved  by  the  Montauk  Company. 

The  Montauk  Company  agrees  that  it  will  procure  the  construction  by  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Company,  at  the  expense  of  said  railroad  company,  of  all  neces- 
sary track  facilities  at  Montauk  station  for  the  prompt  handling  of  Government 
business,  including  additional  side  tracks  where  necessary  and  free  switching  of 
cars  to  secure  prompt  loading  and  unloading.  And  that  it  will  also  procure  from 
said  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  an  agreement  to  transport  all  uniformed 
troops  and  persons  connected  with  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  moving 
on  Government  transportation  requests,  to  and  from  said  camp  at  the  rate  of  one 
cent  per  mile  (the  regular  rate  of  fare  being  three  cents  per  mile) ,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  said  railroad  company  shall  have  a  right  to  a  minimum  rate  of  fifty 
cents  per  passenger  on  all  carriage  of  troops.     And  that  it  will  also  procure  from 
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the  said  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  an  agreement  to  transport  freight  to 
and  from  said  camp  at  a  discount  of  twenty-five  per  cent  off  the  regular  published 
tariff  freight  rates  of  said  railroad  company.  It  is  expressly  covenanted  and  agreed 
by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  that  upon  the  procurement  and  delivery  of  said 
agreements  by  said  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company  for  reduced  rates  on 
troops  and  freight,  and  upon  installation  of  said  necessary  terminal  facilities, 
and  in  consideration  thereof,  the  military  authorities  in  charge  of  said  camp  will 
not  contract  with  or  employ  any  other  carrier  for  transportation  facilities  for 
troops  or  freight  between  said  camp  and  New  York,  or  points  on  Long  Island, 
and  that  no  vessel  owned  or  controlled  by  private  individuals  or  corporations 
shall  be  permitted  to  land  at,  or  use  the  present  or  any  future  docks  on  Montauk 
Point  for  passenger  or  freight  traffic  between  said  camp  and  New  York  or  points 
on  Long  Island,  without  the  permission  of  the  railroad  company;  it  being  agreed, 
however,  that  any  Government  transport  or  vessels  may  discharge  and  load 
troops  or  supplies  at  such  dock  or  docks,  and  that  vessels  may  take  or  discharge 
passengers  thereat  from  or  to  other  points  than  those  hereinabove  excepted,  with 
the  permission  of  the  military  authorities. 

The  Montauk  Company  shall  procure  the  agreement  of  the  Long  Island  Rail- 
road Company  to  the  above  terms  and  conditions,  to  be  evidenced  by  its  approval 
in  due  form  of  this  agreement,  whereupon  said  covenants  with  regard  to  reduced 
rates  on  troops  and  freight,  and  restrictions  on  transportation  by  other  means, 
shall  become  binding  upon  and  enforceable  by  the  United  States  of  America,  or 
the  military  authorities  of  said  camp  and  said  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Company, 
respectively. 

The  Montauk  Company  shall  have  the  right  to  license  and  regulate  all  trades, 
business,  selling  and  offering  for  sale  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  upon  the 
premises  reserved  by  it  on  Montauk,  as  hereinabove  set  forth;  but  no  intoxica- 
ting liquor  shall  be  sold  on  any  part  of  said  reserved  land  by  said  the  Montauk 
Company;  and  the  commanding  officer  in  charge  of  said  camp  shall  have  a  right 
of  supervision  of  the  trades  or  business  conducted  on  said  reserved  property,  and 
the  same  shall  be  subject  to  his  approval. 

It  is  further  covenanted  and  agreed  that  this  lease  is  made  subject  to  the  exist- 
ing rights  of  the  United  States  Government  to  use  and  occupy  portions  of  the 
premises  now  used  and  occupied  by  it  for  the  Life  Saving  Station  at  Ditch  Plain, 
and  that  the  existing  road  or  highway  connecting  the  portions  of  the  Montauk 
peninsula  which  are  separated  by  the  lands  of  the  Montauk  Company  shall  remain 
open  for  travel  to  all  persons  now  entitled  to  use  the  same. 

That  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  above  covenants  and  agreements  the  United 
States  shall  pay  to  the  said  the  Montauk  Company  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars ($10,000)  for  the  rent  of  the  land  for  the  period  from  August  first,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  to  November  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight;  and  five  thousand  dollars  ($5,000)  for  the  rent  of  said  land  for  the  period 
(or  any  portion  thereof)  from  December  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
to  May  thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  it  said  land  be  retained  by 
the  United  States  under  this  agreement  beyond  November  thirtieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety-eight,  under  the  option  of  extension  hereinbefore  provided  for. 

That  payment  shall  be  made  at  the  office  of  the  chief  quartermaster  at  Gov- 
ernor's Island,  New  York,  in  the  funds  furnished  for  the  purpose  by  the  United 
States  as  follows:  Ten  thousand  dollars  ($10,000)  on  December  first,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety -eight,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable  ;  and  five  thousand 
dollars  ($5,000)  on  or  before  June  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  for  the  period  of  extension. 

That  neither  this  lease  nor  any  interest  therein  shall  be  transferred  to  any  other 
party  or  parties,  and  in  case  of  such  transfer  the  United  States  may  refuse  to 
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carry  out  this  lease  either  with  the  transferrer  or  the  transferee,  but  all  rights  of 
action  for  any  breach  of  this  lease  by  said  the  Montauk  Company  are  reserved  to 
the  United  States. 

That  no  Member  of  or  Delegate  to  Congress,  nor  any  person  belonging  to  or 
employed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  is,  or  shall  be,  admitted  to 
any  share  or  part  of  this  lease,  or  to  any  benefit  which  may  arise  therefrom.  But 
this  stipulation  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Members  of  or  Delegates  to  Congress  is  not 
to  be  construed  to  extend  to  this  lease. 

That  this  lease  shall  be  subject  to  approval  of  the  Quartermaster-General  United 
States  Army  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  witness  whereof  the  undersigned  have  hereunto  placed  their  hands  this  four- 
teenth day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 
Witnesses : 

W.  A.  Dempsey,  as  to  James  Gilliss,  [seal.] 

Assista?it  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
A.  C.  Bedford,  as  to  The  Montauk  Company, 

[Official  seal.]     Secretary.    By  W.  H.  Baldwin,  Jr., 

Vice-President. 
A.  C.  Bedford,  as  to  The  Long  Island  Railroad  Company, 

[Official  seal.]     Secretary.    By  W.  H.  Baldwin,  Jr., 

President. 

War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

October  29,  1898. 
Approved. 

M.  I.  Ludington, 
Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 

War  Department,  October  29, 1898. 
Approved. 

E.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of  War. 
A  true  copy: 

James  Gilliss, 

Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  Octobers,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  received  from  Adjt.  Gen.  H.  C.  Corbin,  to 
make  "  a  very  full  report  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  entire  camp  from 
the  beginning  of  its  occupation  until  it  is  vacated,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following: 

Previous  to  its  occupancy  by  the  volunteer  troops,  Chickamauga  Park  and  the 
surrounding  country  had  long  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  unusual  healthfulness. 
It  is  situated  in  Catoosa  and  Walker  counties,  Ga.,  about  three-quarters  of  its 
area  being  in  the  former  and  one-quarter  in  the  latter.  Catoosa  County  contains 
175  square  miles,  and  Walker  500.  The  population  of  the  former  by  the  last 
census  was  5,431,  and  of  the  latter  13,282.  The  vital  statistics  of  these  counties 
show  that  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  census  year  1890  was  55  in  Catoosa 
and  136  in  Walker.  Of  these  deaths  there  were  none  from  typhoid  fever  in 
Catoosa  and  only  12  from  this  disease  in  Walker.  From  malarial  fever  each  had 
3  deaths. 

With  scarcely  an  exception  the  volunteer  encampments  up  to  the  date  of  begin- 
ning to  withdraw  the  troops  were  in  Catoosa  County.  All  the  camps  in  the 
woods  which  have  been  criticised  in  various  quarters  were  in  that  county. 

In  the  seven  years  that  the  park  force  has  been  engaged  in  establishing  the 
park  not  a  single  member  of  it  has  died  from  disease;  and  neither  in  this  force, 
nor  when,  in  the  building  of  roads,  its  numbers  reached  300,  has  there  been  a 
case  of  typhoid  fever.  In  the  earlier  days  of  the  park,  road  building  for  three 
years  was  under  labor  contracts.  The  contractor,  Mr.  J.  T.  Crass,  says  that  in 
that  time  he  employed  2,300  different  laborers  and  foremen.  They  were  camped 
in  cabins  and  temporary  shanties  in  various  sections  of  the  park,  and  had  only 
the  water  from  the  Chickamauga  River  and  the  wells  and  springs  of  the  park  to 
drink.  There  was  not  a  single  case  of  typhoid  fever,  so  far  as  he  can  remember, 
and  only  7  deaths  in  the  entire  force.  Of  these,  one  was  a  murder,  another  a 
suicide,  one  an  accident,  one  a  child,  and  one  a  laborer  who  died  from  hemorrhage 
the  day  after  he  joined  the  force.  Mr.  Crass,  who  has  been  a  prominent  railroad 
builder,  said  he  had  been  so  engaged  for  twenty  years  in  various  sections  of  the 
country,  and  that  he  had  not  had  a  healthier  camp  than  Chickamau£;:i  Park. 

At  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  park,  Col.  John  S.  Poland  camped  in  the 
park  with  infantry  and  two  batteries  of  the  Regular  Army,  aggregating  1,200 
men,  for  a  month  on  ground  occupied  during  the  present  encampment,  drinking 
the  same  water  that  has  been  recently  in  constant  use.  A  brigade  hospital  was 
established,  but  during  Colonel  Poland's  stay  not  a  single  patient  was  reported. 

When  the  yellow  fever  broke  out  in  New  Orleans  two  seasons  ago  two  regular 
batteries  of  artillery  were  transferred  to  the  park  from  Jackson  Barracks  in  New 
Orleans,  and  remained  here  until  December.  They  drank  both  well  and  spring 
water,  but  no  sickness  developed  therefrom. 

In  April  of  the  present  year,  7  infantry  regiments,  6  of  cavalry,  and  10  batteries 
of  the  Regular  Army  assembled  here.    They  came  before  the  spring  rains  were 
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over,  and  so  before  the  winter-soaked  soil  had  become  dry.  But  these  splendid 
troops  knew  how  to  take  care  of  themselves  under  all  field  conditions,  and  their 
officers  were  vigilant  in  enforcing  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral's Office,  and  the  rigorous  orders  of  Major-General  Brooke,  commanding  the 
camp,  whose  first  order  after  assuming  command  called  attention  to  sanitary 
measures  in  emphatic  form.  As  a  result,  although  the  regulars  occupied  the 
camp  during  a  month  which  included  much  unfavorable  weather,  there  was  no 
unusual  sickness,  and  the  record  of  burials  at  the  National  Cemetery  shows  only 
2  regulars,  1  of  these  dying  from  falling  off  a  railroad  train,  1  from  pneumonia. 

A  week  after  the  first  arrival  of  volunteers  Colonel  Hartsuff,  of  General 
Brooke's  staff,  said: 

The  Chickamauga  Camp  is  the  finest  camping  ground  I  have  yet  found. 

June  11,  four  weeks  after  the  arrival  of  the  volunteers,  Col.  Nicholas  Senn, 
assistant  surgeon-general,  after  some  time  spent  in  examining  the  park,  wrote 
thus  of  its  special  fitness  for  a  large  camp: 

Chickamauga  Park  is  admirably  adapted  for  a  large  camp.  It  embraces  several  square  miles. 
The  forest  trees  furnish  protection  against  the  burning  rays  of  the  semitropical  sun  and  the 
many  open  places  and  fields  are  utilized  as  drill  grounds.  Humus  is  scanty  and  the  subsoil  is  of 
3lav  The  surface  is  somewhat  undulating  and  is  cut  up  here  and  there  by  ravines,  which  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  An  ample  supply  of  pure  water  is  obtained  from  numer- 
ous wells  from  50  to  65  feet  in  depth,  recently  supplemented  by  a  pumping  station  which  derives 
water  from  the  river  a  short  distance  below  Crawfish  Spring  and  distributes  the  water  to 
different  parts  of  the  park  through  iron  pipes.  The  vastness  of  the  ground  is  realized  by  the 
visitor  as  soon  as  he  reaches  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  which  at  present  is  occupied  by  nearly 
50,000  men,  yet  seldom  more  than  one  regiment  can  be  seen  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Malaria 
has  nearly  disappeared  from  this  part  of  the  country,  except  a  localized  district  north  of  Craw- 
fish Spring,  and  that  is  probably  due  to  the  draining  of  a  little  pond  on  the  south  of  the  hotel. 
On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  troops  is  excellent.  [The  average  depth  of  wells  is  over  100 
feet.] 

The  drainage  of  the  park  is  excellent,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  figures: 
The  bed  of  the  Chickamauga  River,  which  bounds  the  park  on  the  east,  is  700 
feet  above  the  sea.  From  the  river  to  the  Lafayette  road,  which  runs  north  and 
south  through  the  central  portion  of  the  park,  the  country  rises,  in  a  succession 
of  low  ridges,  at  the  rate  of  40  feet  to  the  mile.  West  of  this  road  the  rise  is  more 
rapid,  the  minimum  being  60  feet  and  the  maximum  160  feet  to  the  mile,  the  cen- 
tral portion  of  the  park  being  780  feet  above  the  sea,  while  for  a  large  area  in  the 
northwestern  section  the  altitude  varies  from  800  to  940  feet.  There  is  no  swamp 
land  whatever  within  the  area  of  the  park.  The  surface  soil  nearly  everywhere 
in  the  park  carries  sufficient  gravel  to  cause  it  to  absorb  rains  and  dry  off  quickly. 

The  5,000  acres  of  forest  in  which  the  volunteers  were  camped  by  General 
Brooke,  in  order  that  the  open  fields  might  be  used  for  drill  grounds,  are  not  so 
thickly  shaded,  as  has  been  persistently  represented,  as  to  deprive  the  camps  of 
sunlight  and  render  them  damp  and  unhealthy.  When  these  woods  were  cleared 
of  undergrowth  and  new  timber,  orders  were  given  to  leave  free  room  for  the 
driving  of  double  teams  between  adjacent  trees.  This  order  was  carried  out  in 
such  a  way  that  the  sun  has  sufficient  access  everywhere  to  keep  the  park  dry 
and  give  free  circulation  of  air.  The  sun  daily  reaches  every  foot  of  ground  in 
the  forest  section. 

It  is  respectfully  claimed  that  these  facts  show  conclusively  that  the  Chicka- 
mauga National  Park  was  an  exceptionally  healthy  tract  when  the  Volunteer 
Army  began  to  occupy  it,  and  up  to  the  date  of  Dr.  Senn's  statement,  which  was 
a  month  after  that  period. 

During  the  last  week  of  the  occupation  of  the  park  by  the  volunteers  Major- 
General  Breckinridge,  then  in  command,  expressed  the  following  opinion  in 
regard  to  its  fitness  for  a  great  camp,  and  the  purity  of  its  water : 

I  consider  Chickamauga  Park  a  model  camping  site  in  every  particular.  There  is  nothing  the 
matter  with  the  water.  The  talk  about  the  water  here  would  almost  lead  a  stranger  to  believe 
that  the  dread  germs  of  disease  can  be  seen  swarming  in  every  drink  taken  from  every  por- 
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tion  of  the  park.  The  impure-water  talk,  in  my  opinion,  is  simply  nonsense  of  the  worst  type. 
Again,  what  more  beautiful  spot  in  the  entire  country  would  be  desired  for  a  great  military 
encampment  ?  This  rolling  country,  with  its  surrounding  hills  and  ridges,  and  cool,  bracing 
air,  is  most  delightful,  and  I  consider  this  conducive  to  a  healthy  condition  of  the  troops.  Of 
course  I  am  no  medical  expert,  and  am  not  speaking  as  such,  but  in  my  opinion  the  sickness  in 
the  park  was  brought  here  by  the  troops.  "What  is  there  in  this  ground  to  produce  measles  ? 
I  have  seen  men  suffering  with  typhoid  fever  who  had  been  here  only  three  days,  and  of  course 
this  was  certainly  not  caused  by  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  park.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
am  greatly  pleased  with  the  park,  and  it  was  my  intention  to  keep  the  troops  here  if  possible. 
My  plan  was  to  send  some  of  the  regiments  to  Huntsville,  Anniston,  Nashville,  and  nearby 
points  and  keep  some  of  them  at  the  park,  sending  them  on  short  practice  marches  until  the 
park  could  be  properly  cleaned,  and  then  have  all  of  the  regiments  returned  and  retained  here 
until  a  final  disposition  was  made  of  all  of  them.  Such  a  howl  was  raised  in  reference  to  the 
unhealthy  condition  of  the  park,  however,  that  this  plan  failed. 

Not  only  had  General  Breckinridge,  at  the  time  this  was  written,  been  in  com- 
mand of  Camp  Thomas  for  over  a  month,  but  when  General  Brooke  was  in  com- 
mand he  had,  as  Inspector-General  of  the  Regular  Army,  full  opportunity  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  conditions  in  every  section  of  the  park  occu- 
pied by  troops.  He  also  had  knowledge,  when  he  expressed  himself  as  above 
quoted,  of  all  the  sensational  reports  to  the  discredit  of  the  park  with  which  the 
country  was  filled. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  this  deliberate  opinion  of  General  Breckin- 
ridge, given  at  the  close  of  his  administration  here,  with  exceptional  means  of 
informing  himself  of  all  elements  of  the  case  and  taken  in  opposition  to  reports 
of  some  of  his  own  officers  during  what  may  properly  be  termed  the  panic  weeks 
of  the  encampment,  may  fairly  be  cited  as  showing  that,  aside  from  the  unwhole- 
some conditions  which  the  troops  had  created,  the  park  was  a  healthful  site  and 
the  water  supply  pure. 

The  regular  troops  began  to  arrive  April  14,  the  first  regiment  being  Col.  (now 
Gen.)  Andrew  S.  Burt's  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  (colored).  Gen.  John  R.  Brooke 
arrived  at  Chattanooga  April  20,  spent  several  days  examining  the  park,  and 
established  his  headquarters  at  Lytle  Hill  April  25.  The  next  day  he  issued  a 
stringent  order  in  regard  to  sanitation.     This  was  as  follows  : 

General.  Field  Orders,  »  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

No.  6.  (  Chickamauga  National  Park,  Ga.,  April  26,  18C3. 

1.  The  major-general  commanding  desires  to  impress  upon  commanding  officers  the  great 
necessity  that  always  exists  in  the  field  for  thoroughly  policing  the  camps  of  the  troops  and  for 
taking  every  sanitary  precaution  that  will  prevent  disease.  The  locations  of  the  troops  in  this 
camp  are  favorable  for  health,  but  as  many  of  the  organizations  have  come  from  higher  latitudes 
or  from  essentially  different  climates  than  this,  especial  measures  must  be  taken  to  guard 
against  disease  due  to  climatic  change.  Therefore,  to  insure  healthful  conditions,  division  com- 
manders will  make  weekly,  brigade  commanders  triweekly,  and  regimental,  battalion,  and 
other  commanders  daily  inspection  of  their  camps,  and  the  immediate  surroundings  of  them  as 
well,  accompanied  at  such  inspection  by,  as  far  as  available,  medical  officers,  whose  professional 
advice  and  suggestions  should  be  carefully  heeded  when  consonant  with  military  conditions. 
******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Brooke: 

M.  V.  Sheridan, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  same  day  medical  officers  received  the  first  circular  of  Surgeon-General 
Sternberg  after  the  declaration  of  war,  dated  Washington,  April  25,  containing 
rigorous  regulations  in  regard  to  the  sanitation  of  camps. 

The  following  are  extracts: 

[Circular  No.  1.] 

War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

Washington,  April  25,  1898. 
******* 
In  time  of  war  a  great  responsibility  rests  upon  medical  officers  of  the  Army,  for  the  result  of 
a  campaign  may  depend  upon  the  sanitary  measures  adopted  or  neglected  by  commanding  gen- 
erals of  armies  in  the  field.    The  medical  officer  is  responsible  for  proper  recommendations 
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relating  to  the  protection  of  the  health  of  troops  in  camp  or  in  garrison,  and  it  is  believed  that 
as  a  rule,  medical  officers  of  the  United  States  Army  are  well  informed  as  to  the  necessary 
measures  of  prophylaxis  and  the  serious  results  which  infallibly  follow  a  neglect  of  these 
measures,  especially  when  unacclimated  troops  are  called  upon  for  service  in  a  tropical  or 
semitropical  country  during  the  sickly  season.    *    *    * 

When  practicable,  camps  should  be  established  on  high  well-drained  ground  not  previously 
occupied. 

Sinks  should  be  dug  before  a  camp  is  occupied  or  as  soon  after  as  practicable.  The  surface 
of  fecal  matter  should  be  covered  with  fresh  earth  or  quicklime  or  ashes  three  times  a  day. 

New  sinks  should  be  dug  and  old  ones  filled  when  contents  of  old  ones  are  2  feet  from  surface 
of  ground. 

Every  man  should  be  punished  who  fails  to  make  use  of  the  sinks. 

All  kitchen  refuse  should  be  promptly  buried  and  perfect  sanitary  police  maintained. 

Troops  should  drink  only  boiled  or  filtered  water  and  coffee  or  tea  (hot  or  cold),  except  where 
spring  water  can  be  obtained  which  is  pronounced  to  be  wholesome  by  a  medical  officer. 
******* 

Geo.  M.  Sternberg, 
Surgeon-General  U.  S.  Army. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  both  General  Brooke  and  General  Sternberg  took 
early  and  emphatic  means  of  insisting  upon  proper  sanitation. 

The  regulars  occupied  the  camp  a  month,  the  first  to  leave  being  withdrawn 
after  two  weeks.  All  sanitary  precautions  prescribed  in  the  above  orders  were 
fully  observed.  As  a  result,  the  regulars  had  no  general  sickness  and  very  little 
of  any  kind.  They  buried  but  one  of  their  men  from  disease,  so  far  as  the  records 
here  show.  The  officers  carefully  obeyed  all  orders  in  regard  to  health  measures, 
the  men  were  obedient,  and  knew  how  to  take  care  of  themselves.  For  the  Reg- 
ular Army,  although  it  arrived  before  the  spring  rains  had  ceased,  Camp  Thomas 
was  a  complete  success. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  considering  the  availability  of  Chickamauga  Park  at  the  time  it  was  decided 
to  occupy  it  for  an  army  encampment,  next  to  the  general  healthfulness  of  the 
tract  itself  and  of  the  country  surrounding  it,  is  the  question  of  its  water  supply. 

When  the  troops  of  the  Regular  Army  were  ordered  to  this  camp  in  April  last 
there  were  five  large  springs  of  inexhaustible  supply  and  nine  artesian  wells. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  Chickamauga  River,  a  stream  fed  entirely  by  mountain 
springs,  skirts  the  park  on  its  eastern  boundary  for  8  miles.  This  length  on  that 
side  is  owing  to  its  very  tortuous  course.  This  water  supply  was  sufficient  for 
the  Regular  Army,  and  it  was  esteemed  by  them  to  be  thoroughly  wholesome. 
No  sickness  arose  from  its  use.  The  overflow  from  three  of  these  springs  sup- 
plied sufficient  water  for  the  animals  of  6  regiments  of  cavalry  and  8  batteries  of 
artillery.  "With  one  exception,  all  of  these  springs  and  wells  were  in  the  western 
section  of  the  park,  which  is  the  open  section,  there  being  3  miles  of  continuous 
open  fields,  averaging  three-eighths  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  at  some  points  being 
much  greater. 

The  springs  in  this  section  had  been  in  constant  use  by  the  park  force  for  seven 
years  and  the  wells  constantly  for  three  years,  and,  as  before  stated,  no  death 
from  disease  had  taken  place  in  the  park  force  during  that  period,  and  there  had 
been  no  cases  of  typhoid  in  this  force  or  the  very  large  force  of  workmen  engaged 
in  road  construction  up  to  the  arrival  of  the  volunteers. 

With  the  departure  of  the  last  of  the  regulars,  about  the  middle  of  May,  came 
notice  to  General  Brooke  that  the  volunteers,  in  numbers  estimated  at  about 
50,000,  would  be  concentrated  at  the  park  for  drill  and  equipment  as  rapidly  as 
the  trains  could  bring  them.     The  first  regiment  arrived  on  the  15th  of  May. 

The  necessity  for  drill  grounds  required  the  reservation  of  nearly  all  the  open 
grounds  of  the  park  which  had  previously  been  occupied  by  the  regulars  for  that 
.purpose  and  the  camping  of  the  troops  in  the  5,000  acres  of  forest  in  the  eastern 
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section  of  the  park  along  the  river.  While  this  location  of  the  troops  has  been 
made  the  subject  of  much  official  criticism  on  the  part  of  various  subordinates 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  park,  these  criticisms  are  thoroughly  mislead- 
ing, owing  to  the  fact  that  these  forests  had  not  only  been  entirely  cleared  of 
underbrush  in  the  work  of  establishing  the  park,  but  the  new  growth  of  timber 
had  been  so  cut  as  to  enable  the  free  passage  of  double  teams  through  all  sections 
of  it.  It  had,  therefore,  become  very  open  woods,  which,  while  furnishing  grate- 
ful shade,  their  open  character  allowed  the  sun  to  penetrate  and  in  the  course  of 
the  day  to  reach  all  portions  of  the  surface.  This  will  readily  appear  from  pho- 
tographs to  be  submitted  with  this  report. 

As  the  western  portion  of  the  park,  in  which  the  regulars  had  been  camped, 
contained  most  of  the  springs  and  wells  (which  had  been  established  there 
because  that  was  the  section  to  which  visitors  most  largely  resorted)  when  it  was 
found  necessary  to  camp  the  troops  in  the  woods  they  were  at  first  at  some  distance 
from  the  water  which  had  supplied  the  regulars  in  the  western  section.  Until 
transportation  could  be  organized  and  issued  to  the  regiments  considerable  incon- 
venience arose  from  the  fact  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  carry  water  for  some 
distance,  and  although  this  was  a  matter  with  which  new  troops  might  naturally 
be  expected  to  find  considerable  fault,  it  was  not  such  an  inconvenience  as  veterans 
would  have  given  any  attention  to.  This  inconvenience  was  rapidly  removed,  as 
well-boring  machines  immediately  began  to  drill  additional  wells,  and  as  rapidly 
as  they  could  be  constructed  twenty-one  were  established  along  the  lines  of  the 
volunteer  encampment.  All  of  these  wells  furnished  excellent  water,  and  most 
of  them  were  not  exhausted  by  continuous  pumping. 

As  sickness  began  to  increase  in  the  camp  after  the  first  month  of  its  occupa- 
tion by  volunteers,  there  arose  in  those  commands  which  had  neglected  to  obey 
orders  in  regard  to  sanitation  and  had  thus  propagated  disease  which  its  officers 
could  not  control  a  great  cry  regarding  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply.  To 
this  was  joined  an  equally  general  declaration  that  the  park  was  an  unhealthy 
location,  and  a  hot-bed  of  disease.  It  was  perfectly  apparent  to  those  who  made 
daily  observations  of  the  camps  that  these  charges  of  unhealthfulness  and  pol- 
luted water,  which  could  not  be  readily  or  immediately  answered,  were  the 
excuses  behind  which  many  of  the  officers  who  had  neglected  sanitary  orders 
sought  to  shield  themselves  from  the  consequences  of  their  own  neglect. 

In  view  of  these  charges  it  is  proper  to  describe  the  soil  and  the  substrata  from 
which  the  water  supply  of  the  wells  is  taken.  The  surface  of  the  park  is  rolling, 
and  almost  the  whole  of  it  is  so  mixed  with  chirt,  which  is  the  gravel  in  this  section, 
that  rain  is  soon  absorbed.  This  is  true  of  the  forest  section ,  in  large  part,  as  of  the 
open  areas.  It  is,  therefore,  true  that  the  surface  dries  rapidly  after  rain.  A  short 
distance  below  the  surface,  and  before  the  rock  strata  which  underlie  the  whole 
of  the  park  are  reached,  is  an  impervious  stratum  of  clay.  Pits  dug  in  this  clay 
retain  the  water  until  it  evaporates.  Below  this  comes  a  layer  of  rock  of  varying 
thickness,  reaching  10  or  12  feet  in  the  thickest  part,  which  is  somewhat  broken 
by  seams.  Below  this  comes  the  solid  rock  underlying  the  entire  park.  While 
this  is  stratified,  the  seams  between  successive  layers  are  filled  with  an  indurated 
clay,  which  has,  approximately  the  hardness  of  rock  itself. 

The  wells  of  the  park  are  bored  through  this  layer  of  rock  to  a  depth  of 
from  80  to  168  feet,  there  being  only  five  where  the  water-bearing  strata  was 
reached  until  the  drill  had  passed  through  50  feet  of  this  solid  rock.  In  construct- 
ing these  wells  every  care  was  exercised,  both  by  casing  above  the  solid  rock  and 
otherwise,  to  prevent  the  seepage  of  surface  water  into  them.  The  casing  in  all 
wells  was  brought  above  the  surface,  and  surrounded  for  a  safe .  distance  with 
masonry  laid  in  hydraulic  cement,  and  the  pumps  were  set  by  tight  joints  over 
the  casing. 
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In  all  of  these  wells  the  boring  remained  perfectly  dry  until  the  water-bearing 
strata  was  reached,  and  the  fact  that  the  water  then  rose  to  within  from  4  to  10 
feet  of  the  surface  of  these  wells,  and  in  all  of  them  to  a  level  above  any  of  the 
surrounding  water  levels  of  the  park  and  far  above  the  river  level  would  seem  to 
be  conclusive  proof  that  the  water  came  from  points  distant  from  the  limits  of 
the  park.  The  best  illustration  of  this  will  be  found  in  wells  on  the  Lafayette 
road,  which  is  the  central  road  of  the  park,  at  four  points,  ranging  from  70  to  80 
feet  above  the  river,  where  the  wells  themselves  reach  a  depth  of  from  125  to  168 
feet,  the  water  rises  to  within  4  feet  of  the  surface,  and  these  surfaces,  as  before 
remarked,  being  80  feet  above  the  river  and  above  any  other  water  levels  in  the 
park. 

THE  CHICKAMAUGA  RIVER  WATER. 

With  the  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  animals  in  the  park,  and  the  distance  of  many 
of  the  camps  from  the  river,  making  it  very  inconvenient  to  take  horses  and  mules 
to  that  point  for  watering,  an  emergency  water  plant  to  be  supplied  from  the 
Chickamauga  River  was  devised  and  executed  to  relieve  the  pressure  upon  the 
wells  and  springs.  A  point  was  selected  for  the  intake  which  the  topographical 
surveys  of  the  park  showed  to  be,  beyond  any  ground  for  question,  above  where 
any  possible  wash  from  the  camp  could  enter  the  river.  This  was  close  to  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  park,  and  very  near  to  a  high  point  of  ground  within 
it,  where  a  standpipe  could  be  erected,  which,  with  the  height  of  the  ground, 
would  givt  a  fall  of  55  feet  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  area  upon  which  the  vol- 
unteers were  camped. 

In  a  week  from  the  approval  of  the  plan  pumps  and  the  necessary  steam  machin- 
ery had  been  procured  and  set  up,  several  miles  of  pipe  and  laterals  installed,  and 
and  water  unquestionably  suited  for  stock,  cooking,  and  washing,  furnished  to  a 
a  large  proportion  of  the  camps.  Three  successive  analyses  showed  this  water  to 
be  fit  for  domestic  use  and  drinking  purposes  when  filtered,  and  filters  were  imme- 
diately supplied  by  the  quartermaster. 

It  can  not  now  be  definitely  ascertained  whether  the  first  outcries  against  the 
water  of  the  camp  originated  with  officers  who  had  allowed  filth  in  their  camps 
to  breed  sickness  or  whether  it  was  first  started  by  the  agents  of  several  filter 
firms,  who  came  upon  the  ground  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  use  of  their 
filters.  One  of  these,  a  gentleman  from  New  Orleans,  loudly  asserted,  in  camp 
and  in  the  hotel  corridors  at  Chattanooga,  that  everything  about  the  camp  was 
polluted;  that  the  wells  and  springs  were  thoroughly  contaminated,  and  that  the 
river  water  received  the  wash  of  the  camps,  and  the  whole  situation  was  such  as 
would  soon  lead  to  the  disintegration  of  the  army  if  filters  were  not  provided. 
He  even  went  so  far  as  to  recommend  the  assembling  of  mass  meetings  in  Chat- 
tanooga and  the  raising  of  a  fund  of  $100,000  to  secure  proper  filters  in  order  that 
an  epidemic  that  would  destroy  the  army  and  the  city  might  be  avoided. 

Another  was  a  gentleman  from  Philadelphia  named  Maignen,  who  came  after 
some  of  his  filters  had  been  in  use  and  proved  utter  failures,  and  being  at  the 
camp  in  his  own  interest  to  determine  how  these  unsuccessful  filters  could  be 
made  to  operate,  he  proceeded  to  denounce  all  the  water  in  this  region  as  "  liquid 
stone,"  arguing  that  its  use  unquestionably  prepared  the  system  for  the  inroads 
of  typhoid  fever.  This  gentleman  flooded  the  country  and  all  the  military  camps 
with  an  alleged  scientific  report  upon  these  subjects,  which  was  probably  the 
most  successful  advertising  device  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  in  command 
during  the  history  of  the  camp. 

These  filter  agents  were  enabled  to  make  a  considerable  impression,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  about  the  time  of  their  visit  unprecedented  rains  caused  high  water 
and  unusual  muddiness  in  the  river.  Even  then  the  analyses  made  by  competent 
chemists  showed  that  the  water  when  filtered  was  of  excellent  quality. 
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A  brief  description  of  the  valley  of  the  Chickamauga  above  the  park  will  give 
a  clear  idea  of  the  character  of  its  water  supply.  It  is  the  stream  which  drains 
McLemore's  Cove,  this  being  the  area  of  plain  country  between  Lookout  Mountain 
and  Pigeon  Mountains,  which  unite  at  the  head  of  the  cove  some  30  miles  above 
the  park.  The  stream  is  fed  throughout  solely  by  mountain  springs,  the  first  one 
to  enter  the  river  above  the  park  being  the  well-known  Crawfish  Spring,  which  is 
shown  to  be  pure  by  proper  analysis,  and  the  daily  outflow  from  it,  tested  by 
United  States  engineers,  has  heretofore  been  fixed  at  37,000,000  gallons.  Above 
this  spring,  and  between  it  and  the  mountains,  are  several  of  less  capacity  but 
equal  purity.  The  valley  drained  by  the  river  is  in  considerable  part  wild  and 
rocky  land,  while  the  cultivated  portion  is  very  sparsely  settled.  There  are  no 
towns  upon  it,  and  only  two  very  small  towns  near  it,  these  having  no  sewerage 
into  the  river.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  few  streams  in  an  alluvial  region 
could  be  freer  from  contamination  than  is  the  Chickamauga  above  Camp  Thomas. 

Following  the  declaration  of  regimental  surgeons  and  others  that  the  wells  and 
springs  were  polluted  came  a  persistent  attack  upon  the  water  of  the  pipe  line, 
based  upon  the  assertion  which  was  circulated  in  all  parts  of  the  army  here,  and 
widely  published  over  the  country,  that  the  wash  of  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  the  camp  entered  the  Chickamauga  above  the  intake.  This  statement  is 
wholly  without  foundation  in  truth.  Not  a  drop  of  camp  wash  can  by  any  pos- 
sibility enter  the  Chickamauga  above  this  intake.  The  last  stream  that  can 
carry  any  such  wash  is  carried  by  a  deep  ditch  into  the  river  some  distance 
below  it,  and  heavy  dams  and  fills  were  constructed  sufficient  to  give  full  protec- 
tion in  case  of  heavy  rains  overflowing  this  stream.  From  the  intake  to  the  point 
of  entrance  of  this  stream  below  it  the  current  of  the  river  is  swift,  without  the 
least  eddy. 

During  the  occupancy  of  the  park  by  the  troops  there  were  two  heavy  freshets 
in  the  river.  One  of  these  occurred  at  night  after  the  pumps  had  been  stopped 
and  washed  out  a  dam  which  was  intended  for  the  protection  of  the  intake.  This, 
however,  was  fully  restored  before  the  pumps  were  started  the  next  day.  The 
second  freshet  swept  over  the  dam  and  the  last  line  of  drainage  referred  to  above, 
but  carried  this  into  the  river  again  far  below  the  pumping  station,  and  it  was 
throughout  this  freshet  impossible  for  any  wash  of  the  camp  to  reach  it. 

When  these  various  attacks  upon  the  purity  of  the  water  supply  of  the  park 
gained  general  currency,  authority  was  sought  and  immediately  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  an  analysis  made  by  a  competent  chemist  of  all  the 
wells  and  springs  of  the  park. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  in  this  connection  that  not  a  single  one  of  the  regimental 
surgeons,  or  other  officials,  who  had  condemned  the  water  of  the  park,  had  pro- 
cured any  analysis  whatever  of  any  well  or  any  spring,  with  the  single  exception 
of  an  artesian  well  which  the  surgeon  of  a  regiment  had  condemned  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  camp  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Colonel  Goode,  of 
that  regiment,  immediately  sent  specimens  of  this  water  to  the  official  chemist  of 
the  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  received,  as  a  result,  an  anal- 
ysis showing  the  well  to  contain  pure  water. 

Acting  upon  the  authority  thus  obtained  from  Secretary  Alger,  the  chairman 
of  the  park  commission  secured  the  services  of  Dr.  J.  W.Slocum,  of  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  a  chemist  of  known  ability  and  high  standing,  to  analyze  not  only  the 
water  of  all  the  wells  and  springs  of  the  park,  but  of  all  the  springs  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  park  from  which  the  troops  had  been  hauling  water.  It  was  thought 
best  to  have  this  analysis  made  outside  of  Chattanooga  to  avoid  a  criticism  that 
would  have  been  passed  by  those  making  these  charges,  no  matter  how  perfect 
the  work  of  any  local  chemist  might  have  been,  and  the  question  was  therefore 
submitted  at  Knoxville  at  a  time  when  the  press  of  that  city  had  been  engaged  in 
a  bitter  and  prolonged  attack  upon  the  character  of  the  water  supply  at  Chicka- 
mauga. 
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The  results  of  this  analysis,  made  after  the  volunteers  had  been  two  and  one- 
half  months  upon  the  ground,  resulted  in  a  report  that  of  30  artesian  wells  in  use 
by  the  men  all  were  found  to  furnish  pure  water.  One  which  had  been  con- 
demned by  a  regimental  surgeon  on  suspicion  was  found  to  be  pure.  Of  the  11 
springs  in  and  near  the  park,  which  together  furnished  a  large  supply  of  water, 
all  were  reported  pure  but  one,  and  that  had  been  used  chiefly  for  washing  and 
very  little  for  drinking.  The  water  in  the  pipe  line  was  found  to  be  wholesome. 
These  analyses  covered  all  sources  of  supply  from  which  soldiers  were  then 
obtaining  water,  and  up  to  that  time  not  a  single  analysis  had  been  made  by  any 
of  those  who  were  claiming  that  the  water  of  the  springs  and  wells  was  impure. 

The  widespread  attacks  upon  the  wholesomeness  of  the  water  supply  of  the 
park  have  been  largely  directed  by  various  officers  of  the  troops  encamped  here 
and  by  the  sensational  press  of  the  country.  Recently  Major  Giffin,  chief  sur- 
geon commanding  Sternberg  Hospital,  established  a  bacteriological  laboratory 
with  a  full  set  of  modern  apparatus  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  Asst.  Surg.  Charles 
F.  Craig,  an  expert  widely  known  and  a  recognized  authority  in  investigations  of 
this  character.  He  has  just  completed  a  report  upon  the  water  of  Chickamauga 
Creek.  In  this  report  he  says  that  an  examination  of  the  water  developed  a  com- 
paratively small  number  of  bacterial  colonies,  none  of  them  being  due  to  con- 
tamination by  human  excreta,  and  that,  while  the  result  of  the  analysis  was  a 
surprise  to  him,  as  he  fully  expected  to  find  it  contaminated,  the  most  careful 
tests  had,  however,  not  succeeded  in  showing  any  contamination  whatever,  and 
the  amount  of  bacterial  life  present  is  not  excessive. 

In  regard  to  the  widely  circulated  charge  that  the  wash  from  the  camp  enters 
the  river  above  the  intake,  Dr.  Craig  says: 

The  results  obtained  show  conclusively  that  the  water  of  the  stream  which  empties  into  the 
creek  below  the  intake  does  not  contaminate  the  water  of  the  intake.  The  statement  made  by- 
certain  individuals  that  the  bacillus  of  typhoid  fever  can  swim  upstream  against  a  rapid  cur- 
rent is,  to  say  the  least,  absurd,  and  can  not  be  supported  by  any  scientific  evidence  whatever. 
The  current  of  Chickamauga  Creek  at  the  intake  is  full  and  rapid,  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  with 
proper  care  the  water  of  the  creek  can  be  kept  in  a  potable  condition.1 

ORIGIN   OF   POLLUTED   CAMP  CONDITIONS. 

As  might  have  been  expected,  in  view  of  the  known  facts  that  the  whole  region 
in  which  the  park  is  situated  is  notably  healthy  and  that  the  entire  water  supply 
was  wholesome  when  the  troops  arrived,  it  turns  out  that  typhoid  fever  was 
brought  here  from  several  State  camps.  This  fact  is  agreed  upon  by  all  surgeons 
who  have  investigated  the  matter  and  will  be  officially  reported  by  them  to  the 
War  Department. 

During  the  first  ten  days  in  June  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  began  to  attract  the 
serious  attention  of  the  surgeons  in  charge  and  of  General  Brooke.  On  the  15th 
of  July  the  official  report  showed  92  cases  in  something  over  50,000  men,  or  a  lit- 
tle less  than  2  per  1,000.  A  careful  examination  of  these  in  all  the  hospitals  the 
next  day  convinced  the  surgeon  in  chief  that  a  number  of  these  cases  were  not 
typhoid  but  malarial,  and  for  two  or  three  days  the  real  typhoid  cases  showed  a 
slight  decrease. 

The  day  before  this  report,  namely,  July  14,  General  Brooke  was  ordered  to 
Washington.  He  returned  on  the  20th,  and  left  for  Newport  News  on  the  23d, 
the  per  cent  of  typhoid  cases  continuing  about  the  same  up  to  his  departure, 
according  to  the  official  reports,  and  the  total  sick  rate  being  at  that  time  4.9  per 

1  The  outcry  against  the  water  of  the  campjcaused  the  Red  Cross  Society  to  generously  ship 
water  from  New  York  in  carload  lots  for  the  hospitals.  After  this  had  been  furnished  for  some 
time  a  bacteriological  analysis  showed  it  to  be  impure.  Its  use  was  abandoned  and  local  spring 
water  substituted. 
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cent.  This  included  measles,  mumps,  and  vaccination  cases,  and  the  large  num- 
bers out  of  the  hospital,  namely,  the  sick  in  quarters  from  minor  complaints  and 
those  excused  from  duty  from  a  variety  of  non-serious  causes. 

On  the  12th  of  June  the  sick  rate,  excluding  the  sore-arm  cases  from  vaccina- 
tion, was  2.3  per  cent.  On  the  12th  of  July,  two  days  before  General  Brooke  was 
ordered  to  Washington,  the  entire  sick  rate,  including  mumps,  measles,  and  all 
minor  cases,  was,  as  before  stated,  4.9  per  cent. 

Between  these  dates,  namely,  about  the  1st  of  July,  carelessness  and  neglects  in 
various  camps  began  to  be  manifest,  and  when  General  Brooke  was  ordered  to 
Washington  on  the  14th  of  July  the  sanitary  conditions  of  many  camps  had 
become  serious. 

This  resulted  from  various  regimental  and  higher  officers,  whose  special  busi- 
ness it  was  to  enforce  the  comprehensive  and  emphatic  orders  of  General  Brooke 
as  to  sanitation,  utterly  neglecting  that  duty  during  the  period  from  June  29 
until  he  left  for  Washington  on  July  14.  Up  to  the  last  of  June  he  and  his  offi- 
cers had  given  personal  attention  to  everything  affecting  the  health  of  the  camp, 
and  strenuous  efforts  were  unceasing  on  his  part  to  prevent  the  prevalence  of 
filthy  conditions. 

When  the  order  came  to  General  Brooke  on  the  29th  of  June  to  equip  and 
otherwise  immediately  prepare  15  regiments  for  the  field  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  his  whole  time  and  that  of  his  staff  was  unceasingly  devoted  to  this 
work,  as  of  overshadowing  importance.  It  was  this  situation  which  remitted 
the  sanitation  of  the  camps,  spread  over  10  square  miles,  largely  to  the  division, 
brigade,  and  regimental  officers.  Many  of  them  proved  faithful  and  competent. 
Too  many  of  them  allowed  unsanitary  conditions  to  develop  into  a  filthy  situa- 
tion, the  character  of  which  can  not  be  exaggerated. 

It  is  a  most  significant  fact  that  when  the  inevitable  outbreak  and  spread  of 
disease  followed  these  gross  neglects,  and  sickness  in  many  commands  gained  a 
headway  that  could  not  be  controlled,  those  responsible  for  the  situation  became 
most  vehement  in  their  attacks  upon  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  park  and  the 
unwholesomeness  of  the  water  supply,  when  the  most  salubrious  place  in  the 
world,  watered  by  fountains  of  perpetual  youth,  would  have  bred  sickness  under 
such  conditions  as  were  created  by  these  careless  officers. 

USE  OF   POLLUTED  SPRINGS. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  carelessness  of  men  in  the  use  of  polluted  water,  and 
the  neglect  of  officers  to  prevent  it,  two  glaring  illustrations  will  suffice. 

A  short  distance  above  the  mouth  of  the  last  stream  which  carries  any  wash  of 
the  camp  into  the  river  was  a  small  spring,  just  outside  of  the  legal  limits  of  the 
park.  It  was  within  a  few  feet  of  this  stream,  which  carried  the  wash  of  a  large 
area  of  the  park,  and  only  about  a  foot  above  its  surface.  The  men  from  various 
regiments  were  found  to  be  using  it.  Among  these  were  the  First  Mississippi, 
the  Third  Tennessee,  the  Eighth  New  York,  and  the  First  Vermont.  As  the 
spring  was  without  the  limits  of  the  park,  the  commissioners  had  no  jurisdiction 
over  it.  Its  character,  and  the  danger  likely  to  arise  from  it,  was,  however, 
reported  to  various  officers,  and,  especially,  to  General  Breckinridge's  sanitary 
inspector,  Major  Parker.  No  guard,  however,  was  placed  over  it,  and  the  use  of 
it  was  continued  by  men  from  the  regiments  above  named  for  a  very  considerable 
period,  and  in  most,  if  not  all  of  these,  typhoid  fever  was  rapidly  developed. 

As  another  illustration,  in  front  of  the  bowl-shaped  slope  upon  which  was 
camped  the  First  South  Carolina,  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Fifth  Mis- 
souri, the  men  excavated  a  wet  weather  slough  which  received  wash  from  these 
regimental  camps  and  some  of  their  sinks,  and  at  which  no  one  connected  with 
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the  park  commission  would  have  ventured  to  water  their  horses.  During  the  ten 
days  that  the  use  of  this  unwholesome  hole  continued,  the  park  commission  was 
engaged  in  boring  an  artesian  well,  and  at  the  depth  of  92  feet,  after  having 
passed  through  80  feet  of  solid  rock,  an  abundant  supply  of  excellent  water  was 
obtained.  Two  days  after  its  completion,  the  surgeon  of  one  of  the  regiments 
which  had  been  using  water  from  this  slough  condemned  the  use  of  the  well  as 
the  cause  of  fever  in  these  regiments,  although,  as  everyone  knows,  typhoid  fever 
could  not  have  developed  in  this  time.  Sinks  were  to  be  found  around  the  crest, 
and  at  the  foot  of  this  extended  slope,  upon  which  the  troops  in  question  were 
established.  This  improvised  spring  was  in  the  open  field  a  short  distance  in 
front  of  the  headquarters  of  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger,  and  the  troops  using  it  were  of 
his  division. 

A  number  of  other  cases  occurred  where  the  artesian  wells  bored  by  the  park 
commission  were  condemned  by  surgeons  in  whose  regiments  disease  had  taken 
strong  hold,  upon  the  suspicion  that  the  water  might  have  caused  it.  In  every 
case  analyses,  by  competent  authority,  of  these  wells,  thus  condemned  without 
proper  examination,  showed  them  to  be  fit  for  domestic  use. 

THE   CANTEENS. 

No  one  who  observed  the  workings  of  the  canteens  in  the  volunteer  regiments 
during  the  encampment  could  reach  any  other  conclusion  than  that  they  were, 
as  managed,  a  very  serious  cause  of  sickness,  and  that  their  influence  was  in 
every  sense  demoralizing.  The  canteens  of  the  regulars  were  under  control  and 
as  well  conducted  as  such  establishments  could  be,  and  whatever  force  there  can 
be  in  the  argument  that  to  sell  light  drinks  keeps  the  men  from  indulging  in 
stronger  intoxicants  was  exemplified  under  the  regulars.  But  the  volunteer 
canteens  were  in  very  few  instances,  nor  very  long,  under  control  after  they 
were  started.  They  were  constantly  thronged,  and  thousands  who  never  drank 
at  home  were  patrons  of  the  canteens  here.  The  leading  surgeons  looked  upon 
this  free  use  of  beer,  in  the  heats  of  summer,  by  men  from  the  North,  as  a  prolific 
source  of  disease.  General  Brooke  exercised  his  influence  to  regulate  and  restrain 
these  establishments,  but  being  provided  for  in  the  Army  Regulations  he  did  not 
feel  that  he  could  forbid  them.  They  were  under  full  headway  about  the  middle 
of  July,  and  grew  worse  and  worse  until  the  troops  were  finally  withdrawn  from 
the  park.  During  the  time  that  the  volunteers  were  in  the  park  373  carloads  of 
beer  were  delivered  by  railroad  and  sold  by  the  canteen.  Much  of  this  was 
unripe  beer.  Of  these,  187  cars  were  bottled  beer  amounting  to  269,280  gallons, 
and  186  cars  of  quarter  barrels  holding  297,000  gallons,  a  total  of  566,880  gallons 
or  2,267,520  quarts.     This  is  an  exceedingly  conservative  estimate. 

UNWHOLESOME   FOOD  AND   DRINK. 

Beginning  with  a  limited  number  of  permits  from  the  military  authorities  to 
sell  milk,  eggs,  butter,  fresh  vegetables,  and  poultry,  the  park  became  infested 
with  a  lot  of  peddlers  from  wagons  who,  violating  their  permits,  began  to  sell 
indigestible  pies,  green  fruits,  pop,  manufactured  milk,  and  slop  of  every  name 
and  every  deleterious  nature.  Finding  his  permits  thus  abused,  General  Brooke 
peremptorily  stopped  the  sales  of  these  unwholesome  articles  and  found  that  the 
sick  list  rapidly  diminished. 

After  he  was  ordered  to  Washington  this  evil  again  began  to  flourish  and  to 
exceed  all  former  proportions.  Representation  of  the  general  conditions  were 
then  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the  chairman  of  the  park  commission. 
The  Secretary  promptly  approved  additional  park  regulations,  and  these  were  at 
once  communicated  to  General  Breckinridge,  who  had  assumed  command  August 
2,  and  were  by  him  promulgated  to  the  troops. 
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Paragraphs  4,  5,  and  6  of  this  order  of  the  Secretary  were  as  follows: 

IV.  No  camp  refuse  of  any  kind  nor  manure  from  the  horse  camps  must  be  dumped  in  the 
woods  of  the  park.  The  danger  of  forest  fires  which  would  destroy  the  park  is  so  great  that 
all  officers  are  especially  enjoined  to  guard  against  this  result.  Dumps  in  the  open  grounds 
will  be  provided  where  all  manure  will  be  carefully  stacked.  The  location  of  these  dumps  will 
be  selected  by  the  engineer  of  the  park  after  consultation  and  agreement  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  tho  camp,  and  will  be  so  chosen  that  the  possible  drainage  shall  not  pollute  springs  or 
wells.  So  far  as  possible  all  camp  sweepings  and  garbage  will  be  burned  under  such  careful 
supervision  as  will  secure  safety  from  spreading  fire. 

V.  As  both  the  men's  sinks  and  kitchen  sinks  are  liable,  if  wrongly  located,  to  pollute  lines  of 
drainage  which  may  eventually  reach  springs  or  wells,  the  park  commission,  which  has  full 
topographical  knowledge  of  all  wells,  and  the  conditions  of  all  the  watersheds  of  the  park,  is 
directed  to  report  all  threatening  locations  of  sinks,  or  their  unwholesome  conditions  at  any 
time,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  camp,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  cause  an  immediate 
examination  and  correction  of  either  menacing  locations  or  conditions. 

VI.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  camp  will,  through  his  provost  guard,  prevent  any  soldier 
or  employee  on  the  park  from  visiting  or  trading  at  any  booth  or  other  establishment  within 
the  park,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  which  is  reported  to  him  by  the  park  commission  as 
being  in  unwholesome  condition  from  filthy  surroundings. 

Although  General  Breckinridge  gave  very  positive  orders  in  regard  to  the  sani- 
tation of  the  camp,  such  as  applied  to  the  above  paragraphs  of  the  Secretary's 
order  were  continually  disobeyed  by  many  regiments.  These  continued  to  dump 
camp  refuse  and  manure  in  the  woods  up  to  the  last  day  of  their  stay  in  the  park. 
The  order  in  regard  to  the  burning  of  garbage,  while  observed  by  many  regi- 
ments, was  seriously  neglected  by  others. 

As  an  example  of  the  boldness  with  which  Paragraph  V  was  violated,  a  sink  of 
the  ambulance  corps  of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps,  was  discovered  by  the 
park  officials  over  a  cavern  in  the  rocks,  about  the  time  that  Major  Parker,  the 
sanitary  officer  of  the  camp,  was  insisting  that  the  water  supply  was  polluted  by 
surface  water  penetrating  to  it  by  crevices  in  the  rock.  This  situation  was  thus 
reported  to  the  commanding  general: 

WAlt  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Camp  Thomas,  Oa.,  August  12,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.C.Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas. 
General:  *    *    *    The  sinks  of  this  latter  (ambulance  corps)  [Second  Division,  Third  Corps] 
are  in  very  bad  condition,  and  located  over  a  sink  in  the  rocks  which  may  lead  to  the  water 
supply  in  that  vicinity. 
The  sinks  of  the  Twelfth  Minnesota  were  found  to  be  very  filthy. 

This  report  as  to  sinks  is  respectfully  made  in  accordance  with  additional  regulations  for  this 
park,  promulgated  by  the  Secretary  of  War  under  date  of  August  5, 1898. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  BOYNTON, 

Chairman  Park  Commission. 

The  removal  of  this  sink  was  promptly  ordered.  The  action  of  the  ambulance 
corps,  however,  was  peculiar.  It  destroyed  its  sink,  which  was  a  temporary 
affair,  and  proceeded  to  build  a  permanent  one  of  lumber  over  an  adjoining  open- 
ing in  the  same  rock  cavern.  This  permanent  structure  remained  and  continued 
in  filthy  condition  until  after  all  troops  had  left  the  ipark.  The  sinks  of  the 
Twelfth  Minnesota  also  remained  filthy  to  the  last. 

Another  illustration  of  the  neglect  to  obey  General  Breckinridge's  orders  is 
afforded  by  the  following  letter,  since  whatever  orders  he  may  have  given  in  the 
case  were  not  obeyed,  at  least  for  a  week  after  the  date  of  the  letter: 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Camp  Thomas,  Ga.,  August  lh,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas. 
General:  *    *    *    I  have  also  to  report  that  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  regiment,  of  the  same 
division,  left  its  late  camp  for  its  new  grounds,  leaving  a  considerable  number  of  its  sinks  uncov- 
ered and  in  a  very  filthy  condition. 
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Some  of  the  kitchen  sinks  of  the  Twelfth  Minnesota  were  yesterday  observed  by  me  to  be  in 
a  disgusting  condition.  Both  the  latter  conditions  appear  to  me  to  menace  the  health  of  this 
camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  BOYNTON, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 

On  the  15th  of  August  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission to  secure  action  looking  to  cleaning  up  the  pest  hole  known  as  "The 
Midway,"  at  the  railroad  station  of  the  park,  and  the  following  letter  was  written: 

War  Department, 
Chickamadga  and  Chattanooga  National.  Park  Commission, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  August  15,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas,  Ga. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  under  Paragraph  VI  of  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  approved  August  5, 1898,  for  the  information  of  the  Major-General  Commanding,  that  I 
have  this  day  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  tract  at  Lytle  Station  known  as  "The 
Midway,"  extending  along  both  roads  on  either  side  of  the  railroad,  and  upon  the  side  hill  west 
ot  the  railroad. 

While  there  are  a  very  few  clean  places,  the  tract,  as  a  whole,  and  especially  the  thickets  back 
of  the  establishments  on  the  sidehill,  are  exceedingly  filthy,  and  beyond  question  a  fit  breeding 
place  for  contagion,  and  a  serious  menace  to  the  health  of  the  whole  vicinity  of  the  only  rail- 
road station  for  the  park. 

Many  of  these  filthy  dens  are  crowded  with  soldiers  from  morning  to  night.  Every  species 
of  slop  is  sold  to  the  troops,  and  it  is  an  impossibility  to  cook  wholesome  food  with  such  sur- 
roundings. 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  con- 
tained in  the  paragraph  mentioned,  be  exerted  to  prevent  any  soldier  from  trading  anywhere 
within  this  polluted  area,  with  the  exception  of  the  military  outfitting  establishments  on  the 
south  side  of  the  main  street  leading  up  the  hill,  until  the  whole  tract  named  has  been  thor- 
oughly cleaned,  including  the  thickets  on  the  hill  and  in  the  ravines  west  of  Lytle,  which  are 
now  reeking  with  excrement  and  other  filth. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.   V.   BOYNTON, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 
(Order  of  Secretary  of  War  inclosed.) 

No  action,  or  at  least  none  which  secured  appreciable  change,  was  taken  on 
this  report,  and  the  "  Midway  "  continued,  in  the  main,  as  a  filthy  tract  until  the 
troops  had  left. 

An  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Park  Commission  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  great 
variety  of  unwholesome  food  and  beverages  met  with  very  little  success.  This 
matter  was  thus  formally  presented: 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  August  17, 1898. 
Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas,  Ga. 

General:  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  Paragraph  IV  of  the  Regulations  for  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park,  promulgated  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  April  11, 1898,  a  copy  of  which  has  heretofore  been  transmitted  to  your  office. 
This  paragraph  is  as  follows: 

"IV.  No  person  shall  be  permitted  to  engage  in  any  business  within  the  park  except  by  per- 
mission in  writing  from  the  Secretary  of  War;  provided,  that  the  sale  of  refreshments  may  be 
permitted  by  the  Park  Commission  on  public  occasions." 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  wherein  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  given 
for  trading  of  any  kind  since  this  park  was  first  occupied  by  the  troops,  nor  has  the  Park  Com- 
mission issued  any  permit  whatever  for  sales  of  refreshments  within  tne  park. 

During  my  daily  rides  through  the  park  1  have  constantly  observed  that  this  sale  of  so-called 
refreshments  has  largely  degenerated  into  furnishing  the  soldiers  with  unripe  fruit  and  most 
unwholesome  food  and  slop  of  every  conceivable  kind.  In  many  places  these  wagons  congregate 
in  groups,  and  the  ground  which  they  occupy  is  permanently  contaminated  with  filth  which  can 
not  but  breed  disease. 

I  notice,  further  that  the  sale  of  so  called  "pop,"  which  was  at  one  time  prohibited  by  the 
orders  of  General  Brooke,  has  been  resumed  by  the  Chattanooga  companies  trading  in  the  same, 
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and  by  dealers  in  small  wagons.  A  statement  of  General  Brooke,  made  to  me  after  he  had  pro- 
hibited the  sale  of  "pop,"  and  the  very  considerable  variety  of  the  slop  which  is  now  freely  and 
abundantly  sold  throughout  the  park,  was  that  the  sick  list  of  the  camp  was  diminished  30  per 
cent  within  four  days. 

Before  making  this  report  to  you  with  the  suggestion  that  this  unauthorized  sale  should  be 
stopped,  not  only  on  account  of  its  menace  to  health,  but  because  it  is  in  violation  of  the  orders 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  the  regulation  of  the  park,  I  had  a  full  conversation  with  Colonel 
Hoff ,  the  surgeon  in  chief,  and  I  am  sure  that  the  views  above  expressed  to  you  are  in  full  accord 
with  his  own.  He  very  well  characterized  this  as  a  serious  evil  which  infests  the  park. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton,  Chairman  of  Commission. 

While  some  steps  were  taken  to  check  these  sales,  a  heavy  business  of  the  char- 
acter described  was  carried  on  by  a  swarm  of  wagons  to  the  last. 

DID  SHORT  SUPPLIES   AFFECT   SANITARY   CONDITIONS. 

There  have  been  three  reports  of  camp  boards  recently  made,  and  at  once  given 
to  the  press  from  Camp  Thomas.  These  were  the  reports  of  General  Sanger's 
board  on  sanitation  of  the  camp,  its  report  on  hospitals,  and  the  report  of  Maj. 
Milo  B.  Ward's  board  on  the  hospital  of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps.  As 
all  of  these  charged  that  shortness  of  various  supplies  affected  sanitary  condi- 
tions, it  seemed  proper  to  ask  officers  charged  with  the  duty  of  these  issues  if  any 
inquiry  had  been  made  of  them  by  these  boards,  either  verbally  or  officially,  as  to 
the  correctness  of  statements  that  they  had  failed  to  furnish  supplies. 

The  following  letter  theretore  was  addressed  to  Col.  J.  G.  C.  Lee,  the  chief 
quartermaster  at  Camp  Thomas;  to  Maj.  E.  T.  Comegys,  the  medical  purveyor  in 
charge  of  the  medical  stores,  and  to  Capt.  J.  M.  Arrasmith,  the  chief  commissary: 

Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  September  17, 1898. 
SiR'  Please  inform  these  headquarters  whether  either  of  the  camp  boards  appointed  by  order 
of  Major-General  Breckinridge,  and  whose  reports  have  recently  appeared  in  the  press  of  the 
country,  charging  shortness  of  various  supplies,  made  any  request  of  your  office,  either  ver- 
bally or  officially,  to  be  informed  in  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  statements  brought  out  in  the 
course  of  these  investigations. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding. 

To  this  identical  letter  the  following  replies  were  received: 

Medical  Supply  Depot, 

Battlefield,  Ga.,  September  17,  1898. 
Respectfully  returned  with  the  information  that  no  board  of  officers  has  ever,  officially  or 
unofficially,  asked  of  me  whether  or  not  I  had  or  had  not  supplies  to  issue. 

E.  T.  Comegys, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Army,  Acting  Medical  Purveyor. 


Headquarters  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Chief  Quartermaster's  Office, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  September  17,  1898. 
Brig  Gen  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Commanding  Camp  Geo.  H.  Tliomas,  Ga. 
General-  Tn  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  asking  whether  either  of  the  boards  appointed 
by  General  Breckinridge  for  investigation  of  matters  at  this  park,  and  charging  shortness  of 
various  supplies,  ever  made  any  request  on  this  office,  either  verbally  or  officially,  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  statements  made  by  these  boards,  you  are  respectfully  informed  that  no 
request  whatever  was  ever  made  by  either  of  the  boards  for  information  on  the  subject  reported 
on  This  has  been  a  matter  of  great  surprise  to  me,  inasmuch  as  the  forces  here  very  naturally 
relied  upon  this  office  for  a  large  portion  of  their  supplies. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  C.  Lee, 
Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  General,  U.  S.  Army,  Chief  Quartermaster. 
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Office  Depot  Commissary, 
Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  September  19,  1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

United  States  Volunteers,  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  Ga. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  September  17, 1898,  and 
in  reply  will  state  that  your  letter  was  the  first  information  I  had  that  the  two  boards  had  been 
appointed  by  General  Breckinridge.  I  have  not  read  any  newspaper  reports,  charging  short- 
ness of  supplies  in  the  Subsistence  Department,  and  there  has  been  no  shortage  of  commissary 
supplies  from  the  time  the  first  volunteer  troops  encamped  at  Chickamauga  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  subsistence  supplies  furnished  the  army  here  have  been  excellent  in  quality,  and 
sufficient  in  quantity.  Neither  of  the  boards  above  referred  to  have  called  upon  me  verbally 
or  officially,  and,  in  fact,  I  never  knew  of  their  existence  until  the  receipt  of  your  letter. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Arrasmith, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Depot  Commissary. 

It  also  appears  that  as  first  constituted  the  Sanger  board  consisted  of  Brig.  Gen. 
J.  P.  Sanger,  Col.  J.  G.  C.  Lee,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Van  R. 
Hoff ,  chief  surgeon,  the  order  in  the  case  being  as  follows: 

Special  Orders,  I  Headquarters  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  August  5, 1898. 

No.  66.  J 

******* 

5.  A  board  of  officers  is  hereby  appointed  to  meet  at  10  a.  m.  to-morrow,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
"as  practicable,  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  all  the  camps  of  this 
command. 

Detail  for  the  board:  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger,  U.  S.  Volunteers;  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  C.  Lee,  assist- 
ant quartermaster-general,  U.  S.  Army;  Lieut.  Col.  John  Van  R.  Hoff,  chief  surgeon,  U.  S. 
Volunteers. 

******* 

By  command  of  Major-General  Breckinridge: 

J.  T.  DlCKMAN, 

Captain,  Eighth  Cavalry,  Aid,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  next  day  this  order  was  revoked,  both  the  chief  quartermaster  and  the 
chief  surgeon  were  dropped,  and  Brig.  Gens.  C.  P.  Roe  and  C.  P.  Mattocks  were 
appointed. 

The  board  as  then  constituted  did  not  have  within  itself  any  means  of  obtain- 
ing official  information  as  to  the  furnishing  of  supplies,  or  the  reasons  for  not  fur- 
nishing them  if  there  was  any  lack,  and,  as  appears  from  the  correspondence  given 
above,  did  not  seek  such  official  information. 

There  have  been  countless  statements  placed  before  the  public  to  the  effect  that 
the  volunteers  at  Camp  Thomas  often  suffered  from  short  rations,  and  that  this 
lack  was  a  prolific  cause  of  sickness.  It  is  therefore  proper,  in  a  report  which 
has  a  direct  bearing  upon  the  cause  of  sickness  in  the  camp,  to  include  a  state- 
ment of  what  the  troops  had  to  eat  and  what  composed  the  ration.  To  begin 
with,  every  soldier  received  each  day,  if  he  wanted  it,  an  18-ounce  loaf  of  fresh 
bread  of  most  excellent  quality,  the  bakery  being  able  to  turn  out  daily  56,000 
loaves. 

The  following  condensed  statement  from  the  chief  commissary  shows  the  quan- 
tity of  food  issued  during  the  continuation  of  the  encampment.  No  one  could 
inspect  the  storehouses  without  seeing  at  a  glance  that  the  stores  were  in  greater 
variety  and  better  in  quality  than  the  army  of  the  civil  war  received. 

Office  of  the  Depot  Commissary, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  September  22,  1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

Commanding  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga,  Ga. 
General:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
relative  to  the  operations  of  the  Commissary  Department  during  the  encampment  of  the  regular 
and  volunteer  forces  at  Chickamauga.    The  following  data  will  indicate  the  amount  of  business 
transacted: 

Rations  issued,  a  total  of  25,000,000  pounds  of  subsistence  stores 6, 000, 000 

Cars  handled,  making  a  train  10  miles  in  length - 1,350 

Potatoes pounds..  5,000,000 
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Onions - pounds..  1,000,000 

Bread • do....  6,000,000 

Beef ....do....  5,000,000 

Bacon .do....  1,000,000 

Beans do....      600,000 

Rice do....      400,000 

Corn  meal do....     100,000 

Hominy ....do....       50,000 

Vinegar gallons..       60,000 

Sugar pounds..  1,000,000 

Soap. do—.      250,000 

Salt do....      300,000 

Candles do....      100,000 

Pepper do— .       30,000 

Matches boxes..     300,000 

Flour pounds..  1,000,000 

Corned  beef rations. .      600,000 

Hard  bread pounds. .      600,000 

Baked  beans rations..      600,000 

Canned  tomatoes pounds..  1,000,000 

Coffee do 700,000 

Besides  a  vast  amount  of  subsistence  property,  boxes,  commissary  chests,  field  desks,  sta- 
tionery, blanks,  paper  bags,  etc.  Vast  quantities  of  stores  for  sale  were  sold  to  officers,  enlisted 
men,  hospitals,  and  in  bulk  to  brigades,  the  value  of  which  was  approximately  $100,000. 

All  formalities  and  restrictions  that  would  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  prompt  and  com 
plete  supply  of  this  army  were  eliminated.  The  one  object  constantly  kept  in  view  was  to  fur- 
nish the  troops  with  subsistence  stores  sufficient  in  quantity  and  excellent  in  quality.  The 
manner  in  which  this  arduous  duty  has  been  performed  and  the  quality  and  quantity  of  stores 
and  rations  furnished  is  well  known  to  every  officer  and  to  every  organization  of  the  army  at 
Chickamauga.  There  has  been  no  shortage  of  supplies,  and  the  arrival  and  departure  of  the 
regular  and  volunteer  forces  have  never  been  for  one  moment  delayed  on  account  of  the  Sub- 
sistence Department.  Rations  for  ten  days  were  issued  to  the  entire  army,  including  civilians, 
in  one  day— that  is,  600,000  rations,  about  600  wagonloads  of  provisions. 
Respectfully, 

J.  M.  Arrasmith, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Depot  Commissary. 

FILTHY  CONDITIONS  ABSOLUTELY  UNNECESSARY. 

A  number  of  officers,  in  whose  commands  the  sinks  were  the  worst  and  the  sick- 
ness greatest,  have  been  insisting  that  these  conditions  resulted  from  their  inabil- 
ity to  obtain  lime.  Even  if  it  be  admitted  that  this  could  not  be  obtained,  it 
furnishes  no  valid  excuse  for  filthy  sinks.  Dry  earth  was  abundant  and  easily 
obtained.  At  the  southeast  corner  of  the  park  were  large  fields,  which  had  been 
recently  cultivated,  where  dry  earth  of  the  best  quality  for  disinfecting  purposes 
could  be  had  in  any  quantity  simply  for  the  hauling.  The  same  was  true  along 
the  northern  boundary,  and  there  was  plenty  of  it  on  the  eastern  section  of  the 
park.  Any  officer  who  was  paying  the  least  intelligent  attention  to  the  sinks*  of 
his  command  could  have  provided  himself  with  dry  earth  without  difficulty. 
And  if  lime  was  scarce,  so  much  greater  was  the  necessity  for  earth  and  the 
heavier  the  responsibility  of  regimental,  brigade,  and  division  commanders  to 
procure  it.  It  is  one  of  the  disinfectants  especially  recommended  by  Surgeon- 
General  Sternberg,  and  could  have  been  made  thoroughly  effective. 

For  one  thing,  the  free  use  of  dry  earth  would  have  prevented  the  swarming  of 
flies,  with  which  the  whole  camp  was  infested,  from  putrid  sinks  to  nearby 
kitchens  and  mess  tables,  a  condition  which  obtained  in  many  of  the  regiments 
where  typhoid-fever  cases  were  the  most  frequent. 

"MINOR  CASES"  OF  THE  SICK   LIST. 

Unpleasant  as  the  subject  is,  a  full  report  of  the  sanitary  conditions  at  Camp 
Thomas,  such  as  your  order  directs  me  to  make,  can  not  be  made  without  refer- 
ring to  the  fact  that,  according  to  the  deliberate  opinion  of  surgeons  who  had 
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the  best  opportunity  for  forming  correct  conclusions,  a  large  per  cent  of  the  sick 
list  at  any  one  time  was  directly  attributable  to  debauchery  in  Chattanooga. 
Indeed,  one  of  the  most  prominent  surgeons,  whose  opportunities  for  examining 
the  regimental  sick  lists  were  ample,  said  these  daily  reports  showed  a  disability  of 
35  per  cent  of  the  list  from  this  cause.  During  General  Brooke's  administration 
the  number  of  daily  permits  to  Chattanooga  were  two  to  each  company,  or  1,200 
for  the  50  regiments  on  the  ground.  Soon  after  his  departure  this  limit  was 
raised  to  six  to  a  company.  Chattanooga,  therefore,  was  thronged  with  soldiers, 
and  all  the  saloons  and  viler  places  were  abundantly  patronized  day  and  night. 
As  much  of  this  is  a  matter  of  official  record  on  the  daily  reports,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  ascertain  what  per  cent  should  be  deducted  for  these  causes  from  the 
total  sick  list  charged  by  many  to  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  park  and  the 
unwholesomeness  of  its  water  supply. 

NO  MALARIA  AT  CAMP  THOMAS. 

The  sensational  statements  with  which  the  country  has  been  filled  that  Chicka- 
mauga  Park  is  a  breeding  place  of  malaria  are  effectually  disposed  of  by  the 
reports  of  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  Dock  and  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  F.  Craig.  These 
officers,  provided  with  the  best  means  of  scientific  tests,  have  completed  an  exami- 
nation of  all  fever  cases  sent  to  the  hospitals  of  this  camp.  As  a  result,  Dr. 
Craig  failed  to  find  a  single  case  of  malarial  fever,  and  Dr.  Dock  identified  but 
one. 

THE   GLASS   HOUSE   OF   CAMP  THOMAS. 

Since  General  Sanger,  General  Mattocks,  and  General  Roe  united  in  a  report 
which  was  given  to  the  public,  severely  condemning  Chickamauga  Park  as  an 
unhealthy  tract,  it  is  pertinent  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  sinks  in  the 
commands  of  these  officers,  with  a  view  of  furnishing  fair  means  for  determin- 
ing whether  this  condition  did  not  largely  contribute  to  the  breeding  and  spread- 
ing of  the  disease  which  they  attributed  to  the  unhealthfulness  of  the  park. 

It  was  a  notorious  fact  that  throughout  August  the  sinks  of  the  Twelfth  Minne- 
sota, the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  the  Twelfth  New  York,  and  the  Ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania were  in  an  exceedingly  filthy  condition,  and  remained  so  up  to  the  time 
that  their  first  camps  were  abandoned.  When  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  and 
Twelfth  New  York  left  the  park,  all  sinks  were  left  uncovered,  in  direct  dis- 
obedience of  orders,  and  the  camps  themselves  were  not  cleaned  up,  although 
specific  orders  were  issued  by  General  Breckinridge  that  sinks  should  be  covered 
and  camps  left  clean.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Maj.  James  Parker,  General  Breckinridge's  sanitary  officer,  charged  with 
the  duty  of  enforcing  orders  relating  to  the  covering  of  sinks  and  the  final 
cleaning  up  of  camps,  was  also  one  of  the  majors  of  the  Twelfth  New  York. 

In  General  Mattocks's  brigade,  the  First  Maine  left  the  park  without  covering 
itseinks,  and  during  its  occupancy  of  its  last  camp,  which  immediately  adjoined 
the  headquarters  of  General  Mattocks,  the  condition  of  the  ground  surrounding 
it  was  exceedingly  filthy,  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  men  did  not  use 
their  sinks;  and  to  such  an  extent  did  they  carry  this  practice  that  the  workmen 
in  the  park  quarry,  within  150  feet  of  the  general's  headquarters,  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  prosecute  their  work  on  account  of  these  indecencies.  The  family  of  one 
of  the  workmen  in  the  quarry  was  obliged  to  vacate  the  house  which  they  occu- 
pied on  park  lands,  rent  free,  near  General  Mattocks's  troops,  and  rent  a  house 
outside  because  the  extent  of  these  practices  rendered  their  premises  untenable. 

In  General  Roe's  brigade,  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana  was  camped 
within  sight  of  his  headquarters.  Its  kitchen  sinks  were  only  20  feet  from  the 
mess  tables  of  the  men,  and  were  in  a  condition  which  it  is  difficult  to  describe, 
while  the  men's  sinks  were  only  30  feet  farther,  and  were  also,  as  a  general  rule, 
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in  horrible  condition.  This  location  of  sinks  was  not  a  matter  of  necessity,  since 
there  was  open  ground  for  several  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  them.  When  this 
regiment  left  the  park  a  considerable  number  of  sinks  and  slop  holes  were  left 
open,  and  the  camp  itself  was  abandoned  in  bad  condition.  The  same  is  true  of 
the  sinks  of  the  First  Georgia,  of  that  brigade,  while  its  camp  was  left  in  worse 
condition  than  the  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana.  This  was  all  in  face  of 
positive  orders  that  troops  leaving  the  park  should  fill  their  sinks  and  clear  their 
camps  before  departing. 

Toward  the  last  of  July  the  dumping  of  camp  refuse  and  manure  in  the  woods 
and,  therefore,  near  the  camps  had  become  a  great  nuisance  and  a  very  serious 
menace  to  health,  and  had  resulted  in  piling  up  material  which  might,  if  ignited, 
readily  cause  destructive  forest  fires.  This  condition  led  to  Paragraph  V  of  the 
stringent  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  heretofore  quoted,  forbidding  dumping 
in  the  woods. 

The  following  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission  to  General 
Breckinridge  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
will  illustrate  the  great  difficulty,  approaching  impossibility,  in  checking  this 
piling  up  of  garbage  and  manure  in  the  forests,  and  guarding  against  fires.  The 
fires  complained  of  were  kept  up  by  order  of  General  Mattocks,  and  the  dumping 
of  garbage  and  refuse  near  General  Compton's  headquarters  was  by  the  Fifty- 
second  Iowa  of  General  Mattocks's  brigade.  It  continued  until  this  regiment 
left  the  camp : 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Camp  Thomas,  Ga.,  August  20,  1898. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  C.  Breckinridge, 

Commanding  Camp  Thomas. 
General:  On  the  16th  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  reporting  that  fires  were  burning  in  the 
dumps  south  of  the  Viniard  house  and  in  the  woods  where,  in  case  of  a  breeze  springing  up,  the 
forest,  which  contains  much  pine,  would  be  endangered. 

Once  since  I  have  reported,  verbally,  that  these  fires  were  still  burning.  This  morning  I  find 
them  burning,  notwithstanding  the  rain  of  yesterday  afternoon.  Several  forest  trees  had  been 
on  fire,  and  the  rain  probably  checked  an  extensive  woods  fire.  The  dumps  in  the  woods  in 
front  and  to  the  left  of  General  Compton's  headquarters  are  burning,  and  about  15  forest  trees 
have  been  killed,  and,  as  in  the  above  case,  the  fortunate  rain  doubtless  saved  the  forest. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  facts  for  the  information  of  the  general  commanding. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.   V.   BOYNTON, 

Chairman  of  Commission. 
MEDICAL  TESTIMONY  OF  HIGH   AUTHORITY. 

In  further  compliance  with  the  terms  of  your  order,  directing  me  to  detail  to 
assist  me  in  this  work  "the  best  medical  official  whose  services  you  can  com- 
mand," I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  obtained  the  assistance  of  Maj. 
R.  Emmett  Giffen,  chief  surgeon,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  of  Sternberg  Hospital,  whom 
I  regard,  from  close  observation,  as  a  most  competent  and  efficient  officer.  His 
opportunities  for  a  thorough  examination  of  the  sanitary  conditions  of  this  camp 
have  been  excellent.  I  herewith  append  his  report,  which,  in  turn,  contains  that 
of  Dr.  Charles  F.  Craig,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  who  is  a  recognized  authority 
in  bacteriological  tests  of  water,  and  who,  with  the  best  attainable  apparatus,  has 
made  numerous  analyses  of  the  watersupply  of  the  park: 

Sternberg  U.  S.  General  Hospital, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  October  2, 1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

U.  S.  Volunteers,  Commanding  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 
I  have  made  a  thorough  examination  of  Chickamauga  Park  and  its  surroundings.    I  find,  first, 
from  a  thorough  examination  by  my  assistant,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Craig,  of  the  water  of 
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the  springs,  wells,  and  Chickamauga  Creek,  that  the  water  supply  of  the  park  is  perfectly 
healthy.  No  contamination  of  the  water,  save  one  spring  known  as  the  Mullis  spring,  and  two 
wells,  caused  by  surface  drainage  following  a  heavy  rain.  Chemically  or  bacteriologically  there 
is  nothing  in  the  water  to  cause  the  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  that  raged  there.  Upon  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  camps  and  "  the  footprints  in  the  sand  "  after  the  troops  left,  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  sickness  was  caused  by  the  sinks  being  in  too  close  proximity  to 
the  company  kitchens,  and  by  those  in  authority  not  paying  proper  attention  to  sanitary  laws 
and  orders  issued  by  the  Surgeon-General  in  Circular  No.  1,  April  25, 1898,  and  from  the  filthy 
condition  of  the  sinks  and  their  surroundings.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  fly,  lodging  in  the 
filth  and  then  upon  the  food,  carried  the  germ  of  the  common  colon  bacilli  with  them,  and 
this  caused  the  epidemic  by  infecting  the  food,  and  thus  the  men.  In  some  cases  the  sinks  were 
found  within  30  feet  of  the  company  kitchens  and  under  the  eyes  of  headquarters  of  the  divi- 
sion. On  the  camp  ground  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  Twelfth  Minnesota,  Third  United  States 
Volunteer  Cavalry,  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana,  and  Eighth  New  York  the  "footprints" 
show  the  sinks  from  15  to  60  feet  from  the  company  kitchens,  and  yet  plenty  of  vacant  ground 
for  several  hundred  yards  beyond  the  sinks  which  could  have  been  used. 

This  park  has  been  a  perfectly  healthy  camp  ground  and  will  be  made  so  again,  and  it  will  be 
perfectly  safe  at  any  time  to  camp  troops  here.  There  is  no  malaria  in  this  park,  as  has  been 
proven  by  a  thorough  examination  of  the  blood  of  over  400  patients  suffering  from  diseases  of 
different  kinds  when  under  my  care  at  Sternberg  United  States  General  Hospital. 

Attached  to  this  is  Dr.  Craig's  report  on  the  water  of  the  park,- all  of  which  is  respectfully 
submitted. 

R.  Emmett  Giffen, 
Major  and  Chief  Surgeon  of  Volunteers,  Commanding  Sternberg  U.  S.  General  Hospital. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  facts  set  forth  show  that  Chickamauga 
Park  is  an  exceptionally  healthful  tract,  in  a  surrounding  region  long  noted  for 
its  healthfulness. 

The  history  of  three  encampments  of  regular  soldiers  in  three  successive  years, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  proves  that  where  troops  know  how  to  take 
care  of  themselves  the  park  is  admirably  fitted  for  a  military  camp. 

The  report  of  the  engineer  of  the  park  shows  conclusively  that  the  supply  of 
water  was  ample  for  all  the  uses  of  the  camp.  The  frequent  condemnation  of 
wells  by  regimental  surgeons  and  others,  without  analysis  of  the  water,  and  upon 
mere  suspicion,  and  the  persistent  assertion  that  the  pipe-line  water  from  Chick- 
amauga Creek  was  polluted  by  the  wash  of  the  camps  entering  it  above  the  intake, 
caused  the  abandonment  of  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  supply  provided  by 
the  Park  Commission,  and  led  to  much  laborious  and  needless  hauling  from  distant 
springs  outside  the  park. 

The  careful  bacteriological  analyses  made  just  after  the  troops  left  the  park,  when 
the  contamination,  if  there  had  been  any,  would  have  been  greatest,  have  sustained 
the  chemical  analyses  made  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  early  in  August, 
and  have  shown  that  the  water  of  the  park  is  wholesome.  In  two  or  three  cases, 
where  an  unusual  rainfall,  after  the  troops  had  nearly  all  left  the  park,  had  caused 
a  surface  overflow  of  two  wells  and  two  springs,  there  was  no  sign  of  impurity  in 
the  water  supply,  and  the  long  and  much  abused  creek  water  turned  out  under 
bacteriological  examination  to  be  pure. 

In  the  opening  of  the  encampment,  and  possibly  for  ten  days  thereafter,  there 
was  a  shortage  of  medical  supplies  while  the  Government  was  gathering  its  war 
material.  But  before  any  unusual  amount  of  sickness  developed  these  supplies 
began  to  arrive  in  quantities,  and  the  medical  purveyor's  office  was  speedily  filled 
with  stores  of  all  kinds,  which  in  quantity  and  variety  excited  the  wonder  of  all 
veterans  of  the  civil  war  who  visited  it.  There  was  no  time  after  the  arrival  of 
the  volunteers  when  regimental,  brigade,  or  division  surgeons  could  not  have 
obtained  all  medicines  which  make  up  what  is  known  in  the  list  of  army  medical 
stores  as  the  Supply  Table,  if  they  had  known  how  to  secure  them.  Much 
of  the  complaint  about  short  medical  supplies  seemed  to  proceed  from  a  belief 
that  the  Medical  Department  should  serve  medicines  through  the  camps  after  the 
manner  of  milk  deliveries  in  the  cities.    When  the  troops  had  finally  departed 
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there  was  left  in  the  purveyor's  storehouse  medicines  enough  to  fit  out  50  regi- 
ments with  abundant  medicines  for  a  campaign. 

The  work  of  the  quartermaster  and  commissary  departments  was  beyond 
praise,  and  the  quality,  quantity,  and  variety  of  the  material  furnished  exceeded 
anything  that  the  veterans  of  the  civil  war  ever  saw  or  dreamed  of. 

This  would  be  a  most  incomplete  report  if  the  fact  were  not  recorded  with 
emphasis  that,  from  the  day  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  troops  until  the  departure 
of  the  last  regiment,  every  suggestion  made  to  you  by  the  Park  Commission 
having  in  view  assistance  to  be  rendered  by  the  park  force  in  any  direction,  or 
by  any  method,  to  increase  the  comfort  or  the  convenience  of  the  troops,  met  with 
prompt  and  cordial  telegraphic  response. 

And  I  may  be  allowed,  in  conclusion,  to  express  the  opinion,  based  on  contin- 
uous and  close  observation  of  the  whole  work  of  organizing  and  supplying  the 
great  army  gathered  at  Camp  Thomas,  that  when  the  truthful  history  of  that 
gigantic  task  is  written  it  will  reflect  such  credit  as  patriots  deserve  and  value 
upon  the  Secretary's  office  of  the  War  Department  and  the  heads  of  each  and  all 
of  the  staff  corps  which  contributed  to  that  marvelous  success. 

DOCUMENTS  OP   THE  APPENDIX. 

It  seems  best,  in  order  to  more  fully  set  forth  and  illustrate  the  final  sanitary 
conditions  at  this  camp  to  include  in  this  report  a  report  from  Mr.  Edward  E. 
Betts,  the  engineer  of  the  park,  and  also  various  official  communications  from 
park  headquarters,  taking  issue  with  certain  official  reports  made  by  camp  boards 
appointed  by  General  Breckinridge,  which  reports  at  once  found  theii  way  into 
the  public  press. 

The  papers  are  as  follows: 

Exhibit  A. — Statement  from  the  engineer  of  the  park  in  regard  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  care  of  the  pipe  line  which  supplied  water  from  Chickamauga 
Creek;  the  construction,  care,  and  character  of  the  drilled  wells;  the  analysis  of 
the  spring  and  well  water  of  the  park;  the  total  daily  amount  of  water  furnished 
the  troops;  and  other  matters  bearing  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  camp. 

Exhibit  B. — Comments  of  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission  upon  a  report 
of  Maj.  James  Parker,  Twelfth  New  York  Infantry,  inspector  of  sanitation  on 
the  staff  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

Exhibit  C. — Comments  of  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission  upon  a  report 
made  to  Major-General  Breckinridge  by  a  board  of  his  appointment,  of  which 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger  was  president,  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  Camp 
Thomas. 

Exhibit  D. — The  official  retraction  of  Brigade  Surg.  John  C.  Martin  of  state- 
ments exactly  similar  to  what  he  afterwards  testified  to  before  the  board  of  which 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger  was  president. 

Exhibit  E. — Correction  by  the  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission  of  an  impor- 
tant statement  as  to  the  alleged  unsanitary  location  of  one  of  the  field  hospitals. 

Exhibit  F. — A  collection  of  photographs,  showing  glaring  unsanitary  condi- 
tions and  evidence  of  a  general  disobedience  of  orders  in  matters  affecting  sani- 
tary conditions,  which  continued  up  to  the  moment  of  the  final  departure  of  the 
troops.    The  legend  printed  with  each  photograph  will  explain  its  significance. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.V.  Boynton. 
Brigadier  General,  U.  S.  Volunteers, 
Chairman  Chickamauga  Park  Commission. 
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Appendix  A. 

REPORT  OF  PARK  ENGINEER  E.  E.  BETTS. 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn. ,  October  2, 1898. 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton, 

XJ.  S.  Volunteers,  Chairman  of  Commission  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  verbal  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  on  the  water  supply  of  Chickamauga  Park  during  its  occupancy  by  the 
troops  of  the  Regular  and  Volunteer  Army. 

The  first  regiment  to  arrive  was  the  Twenty-fifth  Infantry  of  the  Regular 
Army,  which  reached  the  park  on  April  14,  and  went  into  camp  in  the  vicinity  of 
Cave  Spring,  where  an  abundant  supply  of  cool  and  wholesome  water  was  to  be 
had  for  men  and  animals. 

Understanding  that  the  park  was  to  be  made  the  point  of  mobilization  for  the 
drilling  and  equipping  of  troops,  the  water  supply  for  a  large  body  of  men  and 
animals  became  a  question  of  vital  importance.  Having  in  1895  successfully  fur- 
nished large  assemblages  of  people  with  abundant  water  from  drilled  wells  and 
several  large  bold  springs,  it  was  recommended,  after  mature  consideration,  that 
water  be  obtained  by  drilling  wells  at  such  points  as  would  seem  to  be  necessary, 
and  steps  were  taken  to  hire  and  assemble  the  necessary  drilling  machinery, 
which  was  put  to  work. 

DEEP  WELLS. 

Pending  the  completion  of  the  wells  that  were  being  drilled,  there  being  six- 
teen or  eighteen  points  where  water  for  men  was  available,  the  banks  of  the 
streams  of  running  water  were  graded  to  a  flat  slope,  slight  dams  made  in  them  to 
impound  the  water,  and  all  of  the  cavalry  horses,  wagon  train,  and  battery  ani- 
mals were  watered  here  and  taken  care  of  until  water  troughs  could  be  erected  at 
the  bold  springs  of  the  park,  where  the  supply  of  water  was  practically  unlimited. 
These  springs  being  rather  shallow,  we  were  enabled  to  put  in  hand  pumps  of 
large  capacity,  the  most  of  them  having  2i-inch  suction  and  2-inch  discharge 
pipes,  to  deliver  the  water  into  the  troughs  in  good  condition.  Seven  of  these 
larger  springs  were  equipped  in  this  manner,  and  the  ones  of  known  purity  and 
unlimited  supply  were  also  equipped  with  overhanging  discharge  pipes,  so  that 
water  wagons  could  be  driven  under  and  water  delivered  into  receptacles  by 
mechanical  means,  thus  lessening  the  danger  of  pollution. 

These  sufficed  for  the  time,  but  with  the  advent  of  the  volunteers,  who  were 
assembled  here  faster  than  the  railroads  could  handle  them,  the  work  of  the 
drilling  machines,  of  which  there  were  six  in  all,  was  pushed  to  their  utmost 
capacity,  with  a  result  as  shown  by  Exhibit  A.  Thirty-six  of  these  deep  wells 
were  provided,  the  majority  of  them  being  on  the  public  roads  and  near  to  and 
accessible  to  the  kitchens  of  the  organizations.  An  analysis  of  this  exhibit  shows 
5  wells  less  than  50  feet  deep,  4  wells  64  to  97  feet  deep,  9  wells  97  to  103  feet  deep, 
and  18,  or  half  the  number,  103  to  159  feet  in  depth.  These  wells  are  all  drilled 
through  the  greater  part  of  their  depth  in  solid  rock,  over  which  lies  a  strata  of 
hard,  tough,  indurated  clay,  which  is  practically  impervious  to  moisture.  It  may 
be  well  to  call  attention  at  this  point  to  the  fact  that  these  wells  are  drilled  and 
not  driven,  as  is  the  practice  in  some  portions  of  the  country  where  alluvial  or 
water-bearing  gravel  formations  exist.     The  water  in  these  wells  never  alters  in 
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appearance  after  heavy  rains,  but  rises  in  the  holes  far  above  existing  water  levels 
in  the  park  or  within  miles  of  it,  and  the  logical  conclusion  follows  that  the 
source  of  supply  is  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  camps. 
Water  is  rarely  ever  encountered  except  in  the  bottom  of  the  well,  where  the  drill 
pierces  the  water-bearing  strata,  be  it  an  open  rift  in  the  rock  or  a  seam  filled  with 
gravel  or  gravelly  clay.  A  foot  or  two  below  this  strata  is  drilled  to  allow  for  set- 
tling of  the  limestone  dust,  and  then  the  well  is  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  equipped 
with  a  pump,  and  put  into  service. 

A  majority  of  these  wells  have  never  been  pumped  dry,  although  standards 
and  parts  have  been  worn  out  in  a  very  short  time  from  the  excessive  use  to  which 
they  are  subjected.  A  force  has  been  maintained  to  keep  these  pumps  in  good 
order  and  repair,  and  they  have  never  been  idle. 

EMERGENCY  WATER  WORKS  SYSTEM. 

With  the  approach  of  warm  weather,  when  more  water  is  used  for  all  pur- 
poses, it  was  foreseen  that  the  wells  and  springs  then  in  service  would  not  suffice 
for  this  increased  demand.  Therefore  the  idea  of  utilizing  the  waters  of  Chick- 
amauga  Creek  was  conceived;  the  plan  was  carefully  considered  in  all  its  phases, 
and  knowing  that  the  danger  of  contamination  of  the  water  of  the  creek  by  the 
presence  of  this  great  army  could  be  controlled,  as  the  intake  of  the  proposed 
water  system  could  be  placed  above  the  flow  of  any  water  that  fell  on  park  lands, 
after  consultation  with  Major-General  Brooke  and  his  chief  quartermaster, 
Colonel  Lee,  it  was  decided  to  request  authority  for  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
necessary  to  put  this  plan  into  execution.  Telegraphic  authority  was  promptly 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  plans,  hastily  sketched  out,  were 
pushed  with  the  utmost  vigor.  All  of  the  force  employed  under  the  direction  of 
your  engineer  in  park  work  was  drawn  upon  for  this  work.  Masons,  carpenters, 
and  mechanics  were  put  to  work  double  time ,  the  material  assembled  on  the 
ground  and  erected,  and  in  less  than  one  week  water  was  being  delivered  at  three 
points  4,000  feet  from  the  source  of  supply  into  water  wagons  that  could  drive 
under  overhanging  hydrants  which  discharged  into  the  wagons  direct. 

This  work  was  pushed  as  fast  as  practicable  until  approximately  10  miles  of 
water  mains  and  laterals,  reaching  within  convenient  distance  of  90  per  cent  of 
the  men  in  camp,  were  established.  In  order  to  insure  a  continuous  supply,  three 
pumps,  with  a  capacity  of  600,000  gallons  each,  or  a  total  of  1,800,000  gallons 
every  twenty-four  hours,  were  installed.  A  duplicate  boiler  plant  was  installed 
to  furnish  the  power  to  run  these  pumps,  and  all  steam  and  water  connections 
were  so  designed  as  to  render  a  breakdown  either  of  boiler  or  pumps  so  as  to 
cripple  the  whole  plant  practically  impossible. 

Attachments  were  used  so  that  direct  pressure  could  be  put  upon  all  mains 
and  maintained  during  the  times  when  the  most  water  was  being  taken,  as  the 
system  rapidly  grew  in  size  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  mains  to  furnish  water 
at  the  farthest  points  reached,  by  gravity,  as  some  of  these  points  where  large 
quantities  of  water  were  necessary  (the  horse  and  mule  corrals,  for  instance) , 
were  at  such  elevations  that  the  head  as  furnished  by  the  standpipe  (which  was 
a  steel  tank  of  17,000  gallons  capacity,  elevated  on  a  wooden  tower  and  built  on 
Hall's  Hill,  the  highest  ground  in  that  vicinity,  and  was  intended  mainly  for 
reserve  supply)  was  materially  reduced,  it  not  being  the  original  plan  to  pipe  the 
whole  park,  but  rather  to  have  water  stations  at  roads  and  other  convenient 
points  where  water  wagons  could  take  water. 

Bath  houses  were  erected  at  numerous  points  along  the  line.  This  contributed 
very  much  to  the  health  of  the  command. 
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Wrought-iron  pipe  was  exclusively  used  to  expedite  the  work,  the  same  being- 
screwed  together  on  the  surface,  and  all  necessary  valves,  hydrants,  reliefs,  and 
connections  were  put  in  and  the  water  turned  on  as  the  work  progressed.  As 
this  work  was  done  in  the  heat  of  midsummer,  the  water  in  the  pipe  while  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground  was  warm,  but  large  forces  of  civilians  and  soldiers  were 
put  to  work  at  once  burying  the  same  until  the  whole  system  was  put  under 
ground  and  the  temperature  materially  reduced. 

While  this  system  was  an  emergency  one,  all  work  was  done  in  a  thorough  and 
economical  manner.  Second-hand  pumps,  the  only  ones  at  hand  in  this  market 
for  immediate  delivery,  were  temporarily  used  until  new  pumps  of  standard 
make  could  be  procured  from  the  manufacturers,  when  the  old  ones  were  taken 
out  and  the  new  ones  (Worthington  pumps)  substituted  without  interrupting 
the  supply  of  water  furnished,  and  a  pump  house,  30  by  30  feet,  covered  roof  and 
sides  with  corrugated  iron,  was  built. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  great  concern  to  those  in  charge  to  keep  all  pollution 
out  of  the  creek  above  the  intake  pipes.  Daily  and  semidaily  inspections  of  the 
ground  adjacent  to  the  creek  and  at  a  point  off  the  park  and  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  your  commission  were  faithfully  made,  and  when  it  was  observed  that 
camp  litter,  garbage,  and  manure  was  being  dumped  on  a  farm  at  the  only  point 
where  there  was  a  chance  of  its  entering  the  creek  above  the  intake  pipes,  and  it 
being  impossible  to  stop  this  practice,  the  owner  of  the  property  was  immediately 
seen,  his  consent  obtained,  and  a  force  of  laborers  promptly  put  to  work  digging 
an  intercepting  ditch  to  drain  into  the  main  stream  which  enters  below  the  intake 
pipes  all  of  the  wash  from  this  dump  before  there  was  any  wash  from  it. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  there  have  been  a  great  many 
statements  spread  broadcast  over  the  land  to  the  effect  that  this  polluted  stream 
enters  above  intake  pipes.  As  this  stream  which  enters  below  the  intake  pipes  of 
the  system  has  been  known  to  be  polluted  since  the  camp  was  established,  pre- 
cautions had  been  taken  before  water  was  pumped  to  change  the  course  of  this 
stream,  fearing  that  in  times  of  freshets  it  might,  by  chance,  pollute  the  stream 
at  intake  and  endanger  the  water  supply.  A  stone  dike  had  been  built  with  its 
root  resting  against  the  bank  upstream  to  break  up  any  eddies  that  might  form. 
This  created  a  current  which  kept  the  intake  pipes  free.  The  channel  of  this 
polluted  stream  was  changed  to  enter  farther  below  the  intake  (it  always,  even 
in  its  original  position,  entered  the  creek  below  intake) ,  so  that  no  possible  con- 
dition that  might  prevail  would  cause  the  water  at  the  intake  to  mingle  with  this, 
unless  it  reversed  the  usual  order  of  things  and  ran  upstream  against  a  strong 
current. 

Frequent  analyses,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological,  have  proven  beyond  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  water  taken  from  the  waterworks  system  and  used 
by  the  troops  has  been  always  free  from  infection  or  contamination  of  any  kind. 
Indeed,  the  result  has  been  most  remarkable,  as  it  proves  to  be  among  the  best 
waters  that  we  have,  only  carrying  during  freshets  an  excess  of  sedimentary  mat- 
ter, which  could  easily  and  should  be  removed  by  nitration.  But  during  75  per 
cent  of  the  time  the  water  was  in  use,  it  was  comparatively  clear.  It  was  only 
turbid  during  freshets,  which  were  few  and  far  between. 

All  of  the  watershed  of  Chickamauga  Creek  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  is 
known  to  the  writer,  who  has  frequently  traversed  it,  and  it  is  very  free  from 
contaminating  influences.  The  sewer  system  of  Leiter  General  Hospital,  two 
miles  upstream,  was  thoroughly  investigated.  It  does  not  empty  into  the  drain- 
age that  flows  into  the  creek,  but  is  disposed  of  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  the  stream.  The  main  lines  and  laterals  of  the  emergency  waterworks 
system,  showing  sizes,  lengths,  and  other  information,  are  set  forth  in  Exhibit  B, 
accompanying  this  report. 
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COMMANDS   REACHED   BY   WATER-SYSTEM   PIPE  LINE. 

The  pipes  of  the  water  system  passed  through  or  were  adjacent  to  the  following 
commands: 

Main  line  north.— Third  Tennessee,  First  Mississippi,  Fifty-second  Iowa,  First 
Maine,  Second  Kentucky,  Ninth  New  York,  First  Arkansas,  Reserve  Ambulance 
Corps  of  the  Second  Division  of  the  Third  Corps,  Second  Wisconsin,  Third  Ken- 
tucky, Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  Fourth  Ohio,  Third  Illinois, 
Fifth  Illinois,  Third  Wisconsin. 

Main  line  east  (with  its  north  and  south  branches) .—Fourteenth  New  York, 
Fifth  Maryland,  First  Missouri,  Second  New  York,  Second  Nebraska,  First  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Corral  line.— Second  Arkansas,  to  the  horse  and  mule  corral  at  Bloody  Pond, 
and  to  the  Government  bakery. 

Fifth  Missouri  lateral.— Fifth  Missouri. 

Cavalry  lateral.— Third  U.  S.  Volunteer  Cavalry,  First  Illinois  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, and  the  Second  Kentucky  Volunteer  Cavalry.  This  lateral  ran  into  these 
camps  along  the  kitchens,  and  galvanized  watering  troughs  were  provided  for 
the  horses  of  the  whole  outfit. 

Brock  Branch  lateral— First  New  Hampshire,  Second  Missouri,  Ninth  Penn- 
sylvania, First  South  Carolina.  This  lateral  was  also  in  close  touch  with  the 
Twelfth  Minnesota,  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  Eighth  Massachusetts,  Twelfth  New 
York,  and  Twenty-first  Kansas. 

Miscellaneous  laterals. — A  lateral  was  run  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  hospital 
of  the  Second  Division,  Third  Corps.  The  Eighth  New  York  and  the  First  Ver- 
mont likewise  had  a  lateral;  it  was  run  for  the  hospital  of  the  First  Division,  Third 
Corps,  as  was  a  small  lateral,  with  a  water  trough  and  other  attachments,  run 
for  the  reserve  ambulance  corps  of  the  First  Division,  Third  Corps. 

Corral  line,  Short  Spring.— A  pipe  having  no  connection  with  the  emergency 
pipe  line  was  run  from  the  Short  Spring  to  furnish  water  for  the  animals  of  the 
main  corral  at  Battlefield  Station.  This  was  a  gravity  pipe  line  and  answered  the 
purpose  until  the  spring  failed;  then  water  was  supplied  from  the  water  system 
direct. 

A  small  lateral  was  run  into  the  corral  for  horses  and  sick  animals  at  Bloody 
Pond. 

Sternberg  hospital  was  provided  with  a  lateral  to  furnish  water  for  washing 
and  bathing,  but  this  was  not  done,  under  the  direction  of  your  engineer. 

EXHIBITS. 

Exhibit  A. — Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  this  exhibit,  accompany- 
ing this  report,  which  shows  the  location  of  all  deep-drilled  wells  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  Chickamauga  Park,  together  with  their  depths  and  some 
remarks  covering  the  character  of  the  material  drilled  through,  which,  with  but 
a  single  exception,  was  solid  rock,  overlaid  by  a  thin  stratum  of  hard,  tough,  indu- 
rated clay,  from  2  to  25  feet  thick,  this  latter  being  the  extreme  thickness  in  only 
one  case,  and  the  general  average  being  10  feet.  All  of  these  wells  were  equipped 
with  double-acting  force  pumps,  and  great  care  was  exercised  to  prevent  surfac 
contamination. 

Exhibit  B. — This  exhibit  shows  the  lengths  of  mains  and  laterals,  with  sizes  of 
pipe  used,  the  commands  reached  by  the  same  being  enumerated  in  the  body  of 
the  report. 

Exhibit  C. — This  exhibit  shows  the  results  of  one  of  the  analyses  of  the  water 
taken  from  these  wells,  springs,  and  the  pipe  line  used  by  the  troops,  and  the 
other  analyses  made  at  different  times  were  equally  favorable.  These  examina- 
tions have  been  further  confirmed  by  bacteriological  examinations  made  by 
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Acting  Asst.  Surg.  Charles  F.  Craig,  U.  S.  A.,  which  shows  an  absolute  absence 
of  bacteria  other  than  those  known  to  all  classes  of  potable  water,  and  this  also 
tended  to  confirm  the  favorable  results  as  shown  by  an  analysis  made  in  the 
Surgeon-General's  Office  in  Washington  when  the  emergency  waterworks  system 
was  first  established. 

Exhibit  D—  This  exhibit  treats  of  the  open  wells  and  springs  that  were  used 
by  the  troops.  This  list  includes  some  of  the  finest  and  boldest  springs  in  this 
section  of  the  country,  which  are  noted  for  good  water.  All  these  open  dug  wells 
and  springs  were  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  those  not  walled  were  walled,  and  all 
of  depth  were  equipped  with  hand-power  pumps  with  fixtures  for  delivering 
water  into  wagons  through  pipes.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  all  the 
springs  used  by  the  troops,  even  outside  of  the  park,  and  a  careful  supervision 
was  exercised  over  them  to  prevent  surface  contamination. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

As  much  has  been  said  in  the  public  press  and  other  places  by  ill-informed  and 
careless  writers  about  the  water  supply  of  Chickamauga  Park,  charging  scarcity 
and  contamination  of  same,  which  statements  were  undoubtedly  inspired  by  inter- 
ested parties,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  the  water  supply  has  always  been 
pure,  full,  convenient,  and  complete  for  men  and  animals  for  all  purposes.  There 
never  has  been  any  necessity  for  sending  water  wagons  long  distances  outside  of 
the  park.  The  manner  in  which  this  water  has  been  hauled  is  open  to  severe 
criticism,  as  the  water  barrels  have  been  used  as  hiding  places  for  soldiers  run- 
ning the  guard  lines,  and  for  other  purposes  too  vile  to  mention,  within  the 
writer's  knowledge,  and  the  sacks  which  were  used  to  cover  the  barrels  have  in 
nearly  all  cases  been  filled  with  accumulated  dust  and  dirt,  and  no  particular 
pains  were  taken  to  keep  them  in  proper  condition.  This  could  and  should  have 
been  remedied,  if  water  was  hauled  in  that  manner,  by  using  closed  barrels,  the 
same  being  emptied  or  filled  through  a  bunghole  which  could  be  closed.  This 
would  have  insured  the  delivery  of  the  water  as  it  came  from  the  source  of  supply. 

When  the  water  system  was  completed,  it  was  always  strongly  recommended  that 
regiments  erect  bath  houses,  as  there  was  ample  water  for  this  purpose,  even  with 
the  waste  due  to  improperly  constructed  bathing  plants,  and  to  the  waste  inci- 
dent to  gross  carelessness  in  many  commands  in  leaving  hydrants  open,  the  only 
result  being  a  slightly  increased  cost  for  pumping.  All  work  during  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  park  by  troops  was  subordinated  to  the  problem  of  providing  an  ade- 
quate water  supply  and  safeguarding  it  from  contamination.  This  was  never 
lost  sight  of. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  E.  Betts,  Engineer  in  Charge. 


Exhibit  A. 

A  list  showing  the  locations  of  deep  wells  drilled  in  Camp  Thomas,  Chickamauga 
Park,  for  the  use  of  troops. 


No. 


Location  of  well. 


Depth 
fromsur 

face  of 
ground. 


Remarks. 


Brotherton  House,  Lafayette  road 

Snodgrass  and  Glenn -Kelly  crossroad 

Lafayette  road  at  Alexanders  Bridge  road 

Kelly  House,  Lafayette  road 

Vittetoe  road ,  at  V ittetoe  House 

Dyer  road,  on  Chickamauga- Vittetoe  road 
Rostrum,  foot  Snodgrass  hill 


Ft.  in. 

1U4  6 

44  0 

64  0 

146  10 

70  4 

105  0 

84  0 


Drilled  in  1895  for  park  dedication. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Drilled  in  1895  for  park  dedication 
(not  used  by  troops). 
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Exhibit  A. — A  list  showing  the  locations  of  deep  wells  drilled  in  Camp  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  for  the  use  of  troops — Continued. 


No. 


Location  of  well. 


Depth 
from  sur- 
face of 
ground. 

Ft.    in. 
126      0 
92      6 

97      2 

107      9 
136    10 
95      2 

106    11 

93      6 

104  11 

105  10 
158      6 

75      0 
70      2 

121      0 
103      0 

116      0 

35      9 
106      6 

78      6 
108      5 

156      9 
68      0 
114      3 

45      0 

74      3 

37      6 

25      4 

87      0 
156      6 

Remarks. 


27 


35 


Park  headquarters,  Dyer  House  yard 

Viniard- Alexander  road,  at  Walthall 

Lafayette  road,  250  yards  south  of  Brother- 
ton's 

Viniard-Alexander  road,  Confederate  works. 

Brotherton-Alexander  (county)  crossroad  . . 

Alexander's  Bridge  road,  opposite  "  Tom  Lit- 
tle's." 

Alexander's  Bridge  road,  between  Winfrey 
and  Benton's. 

Jay's  Mill  road,  south  of  Brotherton  Junction 

Reed's  Bridge  road,  at  Brannan's 

Park  headquarters,  Wood's  dwelling 

Glenn-Kelly  road,  opposite  center  Kelly  field 

Glenn-Viniard,  at  Blacker's 

Alexander's  (county)  road,  southwest  of 
Benton's. 

Alexander's  Bridge  road,  opposite  Benton's 

Glenn-Kelly  road  (west  fork)  north  of  Snod- 
grass  road. 

Glenn-Kelly  road  (west  fork)  south  of 
Quarry. 

Dyer's  field  well,  on  Glenn-Kelly  road 

Lafayette  road,  Kelly  field,  north  of  Kelly's 
house. 

Lafayette  road, south  of  Sawmill  Fork  ...... 

Reed's  Bridge  road,  (south  of)  southwest  of 
Brannan's. 

Lafayette  and  Reed's  Bridge  road 

Glenn-Kelly  road,  at  Lytle  Hill  - 

Brotherton  road,  at  Bragg  headquarters 
monument. 

Brotherton  road,  at  Howell's  battery,  east  of 
Winfrey's. 

Poe  field,  200  yards  east  of  Georgia  monu- 
ment. 

Poe  field, northeast  of  Georgia  monument. .. 

Jay's  Mill  road,  200  yards  north  of  Alexan- 
der road. 

Park  headquarters,  on  road  near  spring 

Reed's  Bridge  road,  west  of  Second  Minne- 
sota monument. 


Drilled  in 
Drilled  in 

). 


1898  for  use  of  troops, 
1898  for  use  of  troops  (not 


Drilled  in  1898  for  use  of  troops. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Drilled  in 

used). 
Drilled  in 

Do. 


1898  for  use  of  troops  (not 
1898  for  use  of  troops. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 
Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Drilled  in 

used). 

Do. 


1898  for  use  of  troops  (not 
Drilled  in  1898  for  use  of  troops. 


Do. 
Do. 


Drilled  in 
Drilled  in 


1897. 

1898  (not  used). 


Note.— These  wells  are  all  drilled,  through  the  greater  part  of  their  depth,  in  solid  rock,  except- 
ing No.  6  on  the  list,  which  was  drilled  through  gravel  and  bowlders.  All  wells  are  cased  to  and 
into  solid  rock,  where  a  water-tight  joint  is  made  to  keep  out  surface  water.  A  lead  gasket 
is  used  between  stone  base  and  the  pump,  and  casing  is  recessed  into  stone  base  and  joints  made 
water-tight.  Material  over  rock  is  hard,  tough  clay.  Casing  3  feet  to  25  feet  long,  and  the 
general  average  length  of  casing  is  12  feet. 

Exhibit  B. 

Chickamauga  Park  waterworks — Water  mains  and  laterals  used  by  organizations 
in  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga. ,  from  May  to  October,  1898. 


Name  of  line. 

go 

I 
jjjj 

CD 

i 

1 

•S 

i 

1 

5 

GO 
1 

.9 

CO 

1 

CO 
| 

a 

CO 

CO 

CD 

| 

55 

GO 

1 

CM 

GO 
CP 
A 

o 

a 

r-i 

CO 

1 

i 

o 

s 

I— 1 

"3 

i 

Main  line  north 

Ft. 
9,600 

Ft. 
455 

348 

Ft. 

"489" 

Ft. 

943 
2,176 

Ft. 

Ft. 

1,987 

Ft. 
1,871 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 
14,856 
3,013 
1,387 
2,511 
9  489 

Main  line  east. 

Main  east,  north  branch . 

551 

489 

582 

2,954 

"l","i86" 

347 
1,929 
3,253 

933 

3,376 
3,524 

Main  east,  south  branch . 

Corral  line 

1,972 

124 

Fifth  Missouri  lateral . . 

933 

Third  U.  S.  Volunteer 
Cavalry,  First  Illinois 
Volunteer  Cavalry, 
and  Second  Kentucky 
Cavalry  lateral 

1,969 

5,345 
5,224 

Brock  Branch  lateral . . . 

1,700 
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Exhibit  B. — Chickamauga  Park  waterworks — Water  mains  and  laterals  used  by 
organizations  in  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Oa.,  from  May  to  October,  1898 — 
Continued. 


Name  of  line. 

03 

CO 

A 

1 

i 

si 
-j 

ia 
Ft. 

03 
CO 

! 

1 

V 
0 

03 

CD 

A 

o 

.S 

03 

CO 

■8 

a 

CO 

03 

co 
A 

V 

a 

CnT 

03 
CO 

A 

a 

0 
CM 

A 
| 

i—i 

03 
CO 

J 

Si 
V 

a 

1 

Hospital,  Second  Divi- 
sion, Third  Corps,  lat- 
eral  -.. 

Ft. 

Ft 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 
907 

691 

Ft. 

Ft. 

Ft. 

907 

Eighth  New  York  and 
First  Vermont  lateral . 

895 

1,586 
365 

Hospital,  First  Divi- 
sion, Third  Corps 

365 

60 

Reserve   ambulance , 
First  Division,  Third 
Corps 

60 

Short     Spring    corral 
lateral 

1,704 

288 

1,704 
288 

Bloody  Pond  horse  cor- 

Corral,    sick    horses, 
Bloody  Pond 

130 

130 

Sternberg  Hospital 

1,700 

1,709 
370 

Intakes,  suctions,  etc 

224 

110 



25 

20 

Total  pipes  of  all 

9,824 

913 

489 

5,116 

571 

6,012 

4,757 

17,949 

1,598 

2,093 

555 

49,877 

Exhibit  C. 

Results  of  analyses  of  water  used  by  troops  in  Camp  Ceorge  H.  Thomas,  Chicka- 
mauga Park,  August  5,  1898. 


Source. 


Location  of  source  of  supply  and  some  regi 
ments  using  same. 


-d 

©     rA 

Quality 

OQ 

of 

flS 

water. 

®s 

6cS 

& 

o 

0.26 

Impure  . 

.09 

Pure. 

.06 

....do  — . 

.09 

....do— . 

.10 

....do.... 

.04 

.... do  — 

.13 

.... do  — 

.04 

— do  — 

.10 

....do.... 

.10 

....do.... 

.10 

....do.... 

.21 

Impure  . 

.09 

Pure  .... 

.03 

.... do,— 

.17 

Doubtfl 

purity. 

.06 

Pure 

.07 

.... do... . 

.16 

Medium 

purity. 

.21 

Impure  . 

.03 

Pure 

.09 

... .do  — . 

.04 

....do.... 

.07 

....do.... 

.15 

Doubtfl 

purity. 

Remarks. 


Well 


Spring 
Well  ... 


do.. 

Spring . 

Well... 

Spring . 

do_. 

do.. 

Well  ... 

do.. 

Spring . 

Well... 
do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do.. 

do_. 

do.. 

do.. 

do- 
Spring  . 


Brotherton  road,  near  Ho  wells  Georgia  Bat 

tery. 
Jay's  mill 

Alexander  road,  Tom  Little's,  Twelfth  Minne- 
sota camp. 

Viniard,  Alexander  road,  Walthall  shop, 
Ninth  Pennsylvania. 

Mullis  Spring,  Artillery  Brigade 

Dyer  House  yard,  Park  Headquarters 

Blue  Spring,  Napier's,  Pea  vine  Ridge  - 

Ellis  Spring,  Ringgold  road,  Pea  vine  Ridge. .. 

Cloud  Spring,  Lafayette  road,  near  park- 

Reed's  Bridge  road  (near)  southwest  of  Bran- 
nan's,  One  hundred  and  sixtieth  Indiana. 

Dyer  House,  west  of  (near)  spring 

Dyer's  Spring,  west  of  house 

Wood's  yard,  near  Park  Headquarters 

Brotherton  read,  old  Alexander  road  (county), 
Twenty-first  Kansas. 

Brotherton  road,  at  Bragg's  Headquarters, 
One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Indiana. 

Lafayette  road,  south  of  Sawmill  Fork 

Jay's  Mill  road,  south  of  Brotherton  junction 

"Viniard  House  yard 

Reed's  Bridge  road,  west  of  Second  Minnesota 
monument. 

Brotherton  house,  Lafayette  road 

Lafayette  road,south  of  Brotherton's  250  yards 

Jay's  Mill  road,  north  of  Alexander  road 

Bagwell's  well,  at  Lytle  post-office 

White  Smith's,  near  ravine 


Cased  well,  not 
used. 


Cased  well. 
Do. 


Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Stock  only. 

Cased  well. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Open  dug  well. 

Cased  well. 

Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Open  dug  well. 
Shallow  well 
or    spring, 
stopped   use 
early 
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Exhibit  C— Results  of  analyses  of  water  used  by  troops  in  Camp  George  H. 
Thomas,  CMckamauga  Park.  August  5,  1898— Continued. 


27 


29 


31 


Source. 


Well 


do... 


....do.. 
....do.. 
Spring . 


Well 

do.... 

do  — 

do- 
Spring.  . 

Well ..... 

do... 

do... 

do- 
Pipe  line 

Well.... 

do... 

do- 
Spring  . . 


Location  of  source  of  supply  and  some  regi- 
ments using  same. 


Brannan's  yard  (old  well). 


Brannan's  yard,  Reed's  Bridge  road 


Benton's  .(Osborn's)  yard,  Alexander  road 

Alexander  road,  between  Winfrey  and  Ben- 
ton's. 
Brock  field,  west  of 


Poe  field,  northeast  of  Georgia  monument  . 
Poe  field,  east  of  Georgia  monument 


Lafayette  road,  at  Kelly  house 

Glenn-Kelly  and  Baird  road,  Dyer's  field 
Dyer's  field,  at  water  oak 


Lafayette  road,  north  of  Kelly  house 

Lafayette  road,  Alexander  road  junction 

Lafayette  road,  Reed's  Bridge  road  junction . 
Glenn-Kelly  and  Snodgrass,  jr.,  crossroads. . . 
Camp  of  Third  United  States  Volunteer  Cav- 
alry, Grigsby's. 
Rostrum,  foot  of  Snodgrass  Hill 

Vittetoe  roads,  near  Vittetoe  house 

Lytle  Hill,  on  Glenn-Kelly  road 

Scott's,  south  of  Viniard's 


%S 

?  h 

m  c3 

On 

h 

M.S 

o 


Quality 
of 

water. 


Doubtf'l 
purity, 


....do- 
Pure  ... 
....do.... 

Doubtf'l 
purity. 

Pure 

Sample 

brok'n. 

Pure 

.... do  — . 

....do... . 

... .do  — 
.... do  — 
....do.... 
....do.... 

Medium 
purity 

Doubtf'l 
purity 

Pure 

....do. 
....do.... 


Remarks. 


Shallow  well 
or  spring, 
not  used  by 
troops. 

Cased  well,  fin- 
ished among 
last. 

Shallow  dug 
well. 

Cased  well. 

Deep  spring, 
use  stopped 
early. 

Cased  well. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Bold,    shallow 

spring. 

Cased  well. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Chickamauga 

Creek. 
Cased  well,  not 

used. 
Cased  well. 

Do. 
Large,  shallow, 
open  spring. 


Classification  of  Frankland  and  Tidy. — Oxygen  consumed  in  100,000  parts  of  water. 

Section  1,  upland  surface  water: 

Class  1,  water  great  organic  purity,  not  more  than 10 

2,  water  medium  purity,  not  more  than. 21 

3,  water  doubtful  purity ,  not  more  than 40 

4,  water  impure,  more  than 40 

Section  2,  deep  wells  and  springs: 

Class  1,  water  great  organic  purity ,  not  more  than 056 

2,  water  medium  purity.not  more  than 15 

3,  water  doubtful  purity,  not  more  than .20 

4,  water  impure,  more  than 20 

Exhibit  D. 

A  list  of  the  open  wells  and  springs  cleaned  out,  walled,  and  improved  for  use  of 
troops  in  Camp  Oeorge  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park  and  vicinity. 


Name. 

Capacity. 

Pump  equipment. 

Remarks. 

Jay's  Mill  spring 

Cave  spring. 

Unlimited 

do 

2-horse  force 

2-horse    force    and 
hand. 
...do 

A  fine,  bold  spring.  Water 
trough  and  pumps  for  filling 
wagons  and  canteens  pro- 
vided. 

Pumps  provided  for  men  and 
animals.    100  feet. 

Pumps  for  men  and  animals, 
with  100  feet  troughs. 

Pumps  for  water  wagons  and 
101  feet  troughs  for  animals. 

Pump  for  animals  and  water 
wagons. 

Pump  for  animals  and  wash- 
ing. 

Dyer  field  spring 

...do... 

Mullis  spring 

do 

Brock  field  spring 

Limited 

do 

White  Smith  spring 

do 

do 
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Exhibit  "D.—A  list  of  the  open  wells  and  springs  cleaned  out,  walled,  and  improved 
for  use  of  troops  in  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Chickamauga  Park  and  vicinity— 
Continued. 


Name. 


Capacity. 


Pump  equipment. 


Remarks. 


Dyers  Road  spring 

Vittetoe's     (Short) 

spring. 
Benton's  spring 


Scott's  spring 

Bradley's    (Mean's) 

spring. 
Winfrey  well.. 


Walthall    (McDonald) 

well. 
Whitesmith's  well.... 

Park's  well 

Viniard  well 


Benton's  well. 
Blue  spring... 


Ellis  spring 

Crawfish  spring 
Sweet  spring  — 


Unlimited 
Limited... 


.do 


Unlimited 
—  .do 


.....do... 

do... 

Limited . 


.do 
.do 


....do 

Unlimited 


do 
.do 
.do 


Hand  lift  ... 
Horse  force. 


Pitcher 


None.. 
do 


Double-acting  hand 
Single-acting  hand . 
do 


Double-acting  hand 
do 


do 

None.. 


.do 
.do 
.do 


Pump  and  trough  for  animals. 
Pump   for   exclusive   use   of 

corral. 
Pump  for  providing  water  for 

washing. 
Spring  used  for  all  purposes. 
Do. 

Pump  for  animals  with  trough 

and  for  men. 
Pump  for  men. 

Pump   for  men— capacity  of 

well  small. 
Pump  for  men. 
Pump  for  men  and  trough  for 

animals. 
Pump  for  men. 
Water  hauled  from;  fine,  pure 
water. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do.       to 


Appendix  B. 


REMARKS  ON  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  PARKER,  SANITARY  OFFICER. 

Park  Headquarters,  Dyer  House, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  September  2,  1898. 
Lieut.  Col.  Geo.  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 

Colonel:  I  beg  leave,  in  the  interest  of  this  park,  to  submit  some  remarks  upon 
the  report  of  Ma  j.  James  Parker,  Twelfth  New  York  Volunteers,  inspector  of  san- 
itation for  this  camp,  under  the  orders  of  Major-General  Breckinridge. 

This  paper  you  kindly  referred  to  me  for  my  information.  As  I  find  it  widely 
circulated  in  the  press  of  the  country,  certified  from  your  headquarters  to  be  a 
true  copy,  I  desire  to  place  on  file  with  it  my  views  in  regard  to  its  statements  and 
conclusions. 

Major  Parker  attributes  the  sickness  which  has  developed  here  to  various  causes: 
(1)  In  his  opinion  the  park  is  not  a  fit  place  to  camp  troops;  (2)  the  camps  in  the 
woods  have  been  damp  and  unhealthy;  (3)  the  soil  is  not  adapted  to  camping, 
because  it  will  not  allow  any  waste  thrown  upon  the  surface  to  pass  into  the  lower 
strata;  (4)  the  water  is  bad  and  limited  in  quantity,  and  the  springs  which  afford 
any  great  volume  are  outside  the  park;  (5)  the  citizens  of  the  Chickamauga  region 
are  thin  and  sallow,  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  on  account  of  water  and 
other  reasons  the  park  is  not  a  healthy  locality. 

After  presenting  the  above  reasons  for  the  camp  sickness,  Major  Parker  con- 
cludes that  "  These  disadvantages  have  been  increased  by  certain  facts  in  connec- 
tion with  its  occupancy,"  which  he  thus  sets  forth: 

When  the  volunteer  troops  arrived  here  in  May  they  were  inexperienced  in  the  details  of 
camping.  Moreover,  they  were  poorly  supplied  with  materials  and  tools  of  all  kinds.  It  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  this  climate  that  latrines  be  dug  deep  and  boxed  and  roofed  in.  Many  regi- 
ments had  no  picks  or  even  shovels;  they  had  no  lumber,  and  in  consequence  of  these  obstacles, 
insufficient  latrines  were  dug;  the  men  relieved  nature  all  through  the  woods,  and  the  ground 
around  the  camps  quickly  became  contaminated.  The  rains  quickly  filled  the  shallow  latrines 
and  their  contents  ran  over  the  surface  of  the  ground.  This  made  it  necessary  to  dig  new 
latrines,  which  in  turn  had  to  be  abandoned.  I  know  of  one  camp  which  has  over  200  old  latrines 
on  its  outskirts.    The  holes  for  garbage  near  kitchens  became  filled  with  water  in  the  same  man- 
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ner.  All  these  places,  shallow  trenches  with  a  thin  covering  of  soil,  are  now  emitting  poisonous 
gases  from  the  decomposing  material  beneath.  The  camps  have  been  changed  to  new  sites,  only 
to  extend  foulness  and  infection.  The  whole  park  reeks  with  it.  It  is  estimated  that  8,000  tons 
of  excrement,  garbage,  manure,  and  sweepings  now  infect  it.  The  troops  now  have  better 
methods  of  treating  their  offal  and  garbage— the  latrines  are  properly  closed,  the  garbage  in 
some  instances  is  burned,  the  manure  and  refuse  buried  if  possible.  The  troops  are  now  camp- 
ing in  the  open  drill  fields,  where  they  get  plenty  of  sun  and  air.  Every  precaution  is  being 
taken.  But  it  is  too  late.  The  mischief  has  been  done.  This  park,  as  a  camping  place,  is  incur- 
ably infected.  Every  breeze  carries  a  stench.  The  sick  report  mounts  day  by  day.  A  general 
lassitude  is  apparent  in  men  and  officers.  The  months  in  which  typhoid  fever  and  malaria  are 
most  common  are  at  hand.  The  cases  of  typhoid  fever  have  reached  500,  and  the  whole  situation 
presages  a  general  epidemic. 

While  fully  agreeing  with  Major  Parker  that,  without  regard  to  the  causes  of 
sickness,  it  was  wise  to  suggest  the  prompt  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  this 
camp,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  his  report,  as  arranged,  is  left  in  front,  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  manifestly  unnecessary  to  look  further  for  causes  of  serious 
sickness,  or  even  ample  cause  for  an  epidemic,  in  a  great  camp  of  43,000  men, 
where  such  conditions  as  he  describes  are  allowed  to  exist. 

But  Major  Parker's  report  is  so  specific  in  its  attack  upon  the  park  and  its 
water  supply,  that,  as  chairman  of  the  Park  Commission,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  in 
the  interest  of  the  park,  to  make  specific  reply. 

After  presenting  figures  to  show  the  rapid  increase  of  sickness,  Major  Parker 
says: 

The  cause  of  this  undue  rate  of  sickness,  in  my  opinion,  is  as  follows:  This  park,  I  think  can 
be  shown,  is  not  fitted  to  be  a  camping  place  for  troops. 

Against  this  opinion  I  place  the  following  from  Lieut.  Col.  Nicholas  Senn, 
assistant  surgeon-general,  written  after  a  critical  examination  of  this  park  as  a 
camping  ground : 

Chickamauga  Park  is  admirably  adapted  for  a  large  camp.  It  embraces  several  square  miles. 
The  forest  trees  furnish  protection  against  the  burning  rays  of  the  semitropical  sun,  and  the 
many  open  places  and  fields  are  utilized  as  drill  grounds.  Humus  is  scanty  and  the  subsoil  is  of 
clay.  The  surface  is  somewhat  undulating,  and  is  cut  up  here  and  there  by  ravines  which  add 
much  to  the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  An  ample  supply  of  pure  water  is  obtained  from  numerous 
wells  from  50  to  65  feet  in  depth,  recently  supplemented  by  a  pumping  station  which  derives 
water  from  the  river  a  short  distance  below  Crawfish  Spring,  and  distributes  the  water  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  park  through  iron  pipes.  The  vastness  of  the  grounds  is  realized  by  the 
visitor  as  soon  as  he  reaches  Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  which  at  present  is  occupied  by  nearly 
50,000  men,  yet  seldom  more  than  one  regiment  can  be  seen  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Malaria 
has  nearly  disappeared  from  this  part  of  the  country  except  a  localized  district  north  of  Craw- 
fish Spring,  and  that  is  probably  due  to  the  draining  of  a  little  pond  on  the  south  of  the  hotel. 
On  the  whole,  the  health  of  the  troops  is  excellent. 

Major  Parker  continues: 

First,  the  park  is  mainly  a  forest,  with  occasional  openings  only.  These  openings  afford  a 
very  limited  space  for  the  exercise  of  the  troops,  grand  maneuvers  being  almost  out  of  the 
question. 

On  the  contrary,  these  openings  in  the  forest  include  a  straight  stretch  of  fields 
3  miles  in  length,  averaging  nearly  three-eighths  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  broken 
only  at  one  point  by  a  thin  strip  of  open  woods.  Under  General  Breckinridge's 
directions,  first  as  inspector-general,  and  next  as  commanding  officer,  there  have 
been  repeated  grand  maneuvers  and  sham  battles  on  a  great  scale,  at  times 
reported  to  include  20,000  men.  In  two  of  these  fields  alone  during  the  last 
review  of  40,000  men,  20,000  were  readily  accommodated.  It  is  also  well  known 
that  for  two  days  and  nights  in  September,  1863,  considerably  more  than  100,000 
men  engaged  in  the  grand  maneuvers  of  a  great  battle  within  the  limits  of  the 
park. 

Being  very  largely  in  the  shade,  the  tents  and  the  ground  around  them  remain  damp;  the  sal- 
utary action  of  sunlight  on  germ  organism  is  shut  off;  the  free  movement  of  air,  which  would 
otherwise  assist  in  the  drying  process,  is  prevented. 
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It  is  misleading  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  wooded  portion  of  the  park  is  so 
shaded  that  the  sun  does  not  reach  the  ground.  Not  only  was  all  the  underbrush 
cut  out  in  the  process  of  establishing  the  park,  but  it  was  ordered  cleared  so  that 
a  double  team  could  be  freely  driven  in  any  direction.  This  gave  open  woods, 
freely  penetrated  by  sunlight,  and  which  dried  rapidly  after  a  rain,  except  in  the 
very  limited  area  of  what  is  known  as  "  flat  woods." 

Again,  the  soil  is  not  adapted  to  camping.  It  is,  as  a  rule,  hard,  tenacious  clay.  Such  soil  does 
not  absorb.  Slop,  dirty  water,  grease,  saliva,  urine,  vomit,  etc.,  which  it  is  impossible  to  keep 
from  the  ground  in  a  closely  packed  camp, are  not  carried  into  the  lower  strata  by  subsequent 
rains  but  are  confined  to  the  thin  layer  of  mold,  1  to  2  inches  thick,  which  lies  on  the  surface. 
This  surface  layer,  in  consequence,  in  a  short  time  becomes  thoroughly  infected,  breeding 
maggots,  stench,  and  disease. 

As  a  general  rule,  for  the  entire  forest  of  the  park,  after  all  ordinary  rains  the 
waterfall  is  absorbed  and  the  ground  dries  rapidly.  Where  company  streets  are 
trampled  hard  the  water  runs  off.  About  sinks  for  the  men  and  the  kitchens  in 
many  regiments  the  conditions  mentioned  by  Major  Parker  have  existed,  but  the 
remedy  for  this  has  been  for  sometime  in  his  hands  as  the  inspector  of  sanitation. 

Further,  in  heavy  rains  the  area  of  the  infected  ground  is  enlarged.  Especially  is  this  the 
case  with  the  ground  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  various  dumps,  or  places  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  camps  where  refuse  is  thrown,  which  must  become,  over  a  large  area,  soaked  with  a 
solution  of  manure,  garbage,  and  rotting  refuse  of  all  kinds.  Owing  to  the  great  number  of 
camps  and  of  dumps,  which  are  usually  placed  a  hundred  or  more  yards  from  the  camps,  a 
very  large  area  of  the  park  is  now  impregnated  from  this  cause  alone,  and  much  of  it  is  ren- 
dered noisome  from  the  foul  odors  resulting. 

All  of  the  later  dumps  at  this  camp,  such  as  are  here  mentioned,  were  made  in 
direct  and  glaring  disobedience  of  General  Breckinridge's  orders,  which  it  was 
Major  Parker's  special  duty  to  enforce.  The  disobedience  of  this  order  continued 
in  various  parts  of  the  camp  up  to  the  day  of  Major  Parker's  relief. 

In  the  last  two  or  three  months  typhoid  fever  has  made  its  appearance  here  and  the  number 
of  cases  is  now  large  and  constantly  increasing.  It  is  believed  that  this  disease  is  also  largely 
propagated  by  infected  water.  The  water  here  is  derived  from  three  sources— from  wells,  a 
limited  supply;  from  springs,  a  limited  supply;  from  the  Chickamauga  Creek.  The  wells  are 
of  recent  construction.  Most  of  them  have  been  bored  by  the  park  authorities  since  the  troops 
have  arrived  here.  They  are  sunk,  as  a  rule,  over  100  feet,  in  order  to  reach  a  water-bearing 
strata.  The  water  furnished  by  them  is  cool  and  therefore  much  relished  by  the  soldiers,  but 
it  is  so  strongly  charged  with  lime  and  magnesia  as  to  give  in  some  cases  a  very  perceptible 
briny  taste.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  surface  water  is  able  to  percolate  down  to  the  bottom  of  the 
wells  by  passing  outside  of  the  casing. 

The  statement  that  "  it  is  believed"  that  the  typhoid  fever  here  is  largely  prop- 
agated by  infected  water  has  been  a  very  general  cry  for  some  weeks.  It  seems 
somewhat  strange  that  those  making  it  have  procured  no  analyses  to  test  their 
beliefs,  but  instead,  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  Park  Commission  has  announced 
the  results  of  analyses  by  competent  chemists  of  all  the  water  used  for  drinking 
in  or  near  the  park,  showing  it  to  be  fit,  both  in  wells  and  springs  and  the  pipe 
line,  for  domestic  use,  this  cry  of  polluted  water  has  been  vigorously  maintained. 

The  "  very  perceptible  briny  taste"  to  the  artesian  water  on  this  park  is  here 
for  the  first  time  called  to  my  notice,  although  it  has  been  in  use  for  three  years. 

If  Major  Parker  had  been  familiar  with  the  means  taken  to  prevent  surface 
water  from  reaching  the  wells  by  percolating  outside  of  the  casing,  he  would 
have  considered  it  not  only  very  unlikely,  but  impossible.  In  each  well  the  casing 
is  driven  into  the  bore  in  the  rock  sufficiently  to  secure  a  water-tight  joint.  At 
the  surface  of  the  ground  the  casing  projects  well  above  and  is  surrounded  by 
masonry  set  in  hydraulic  cement. 

The  springs  which  afford  any  great  volume  of  water  are  situated  outside  the  park. 

On  the  contrary,  four  springs  of  large  capacity,  conveniently  situated  to  accom- 
modate the  different  sections  of  the  park,  are  within  its  limits,  and  none  was  at 
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any  time  exhausted  by  the  heaviest  drains  made  upon  it.  An  analysis  of  each 
one  showed  it  to  be  pure  water.  Another  spring  of  abundant  flow,  centrally  situ- 
ated, has  been  in  constant  use  for  stock  and  is  still  so  used. 

The  appearance  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity,  seldom  robust,  almost  universally  thin  and 
sallow,  would  seem  to  indicate  that  on  account  of  the  water  and  other  reasons  this  is  not  a 
healthy  locality. 

Typhoid  fever  is  of  common  occurrence  here. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  in  this  section  that  Catoosa  and  Walker  counties,  in 
which  the  park  is  situated,  are  among  the  healthiest  in  the  United  States.  In  the 
seven  years  that  the  park  force  has  been  at  work  here  not  a  single  member  of  it, 
either  officer  or  employee,  has  died  from  disease.  There  has  not  been  a  single 
case  of  typhoid  fever  among  them  or  the  2,000  laborers  employed  in  that  time. 
In  the  last  census  year  there  was  not  in  the  whole  of  Catoosa  County  (and  this  is 
the  county  in  which  the  present  much-criticised  forest  camps  are  situated)  a  sin- 
gle death  from  typhoid  fever  and  only  three  from  malarial  fever. 

Holding  the  above  views,  at  variance  with  those  of  Major  Parker,  I  respect- 
fully ask  that  this  communication  may  be  placed  in  the  files  with  his  report,  and 
that  if  the  Major-General  Commanding  agrees  with  me  that  it  would  be  fair  to 
do  so,  an  attested  copy  may  be  furnished  the  press  for  publication. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 


Appendix  C. 

REMARKS  ON  REPORT  OF  SANGER  BOARD  ON  SANITATION. 

Park  Headquarters, 
Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  September  12,  1898. 
The  Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 

Sir:  Finding  in  the  public  press  the  report  of  the  board,  of  which  Gen.  J.  P. 
Sanger  was  president,  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  this  camp,  which  report 
and  accompanying  papers  you  submitted  for  my  information,  I  have  the  honor  of 
sending  herewith,  for  filing  with  that  report,  certain  observations  and  conclusions 
of  my  own  at  variance  therewith. 

I  very  much  regret  that  the  various  favorable  replies  made  and  opinions 
expressed  by  a  number  of  regimental  officers  in  the  papers  accompanying  the 
report  as  to  the  healthfulness  of  this  park  and  the  wholesomeness  of  its  water 
supply  were  not  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  board,  and  that  the  only  analysis 
of  well  water  within  the  park  which  the  board  had  in  its  possession  was  not 
alluded  to.  This  was  made  by  the  chemist  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Health, 
who  pronounced  the  water  of  the  well  examined  to  be  wholesome.  This  analysis 
was  submitted  to  the  board  by  Colonel  Good,  of  the  First  Pennsylvania.  The 
well  in  question  was  widely  used  until  some  regimental  officer  condemned  it  on 
suspicion. 

While  the  board  says,  in  regard  to  the  water  of  the  park,  "  We  believe  that  all 
the  water  in  the  park  is  unsafe  for  use  unless  boiled,"  I  find  nothing  in  the  report 
to  show  that  a  single  analysis  of  either  spring  or  well  water  was  made  at  the 
instance  of  the  board  upon  which  to  found  an  unerring  opinion,  and  that  the 
only  analysis  which  the  board  had  among  its  papers  was  the  one  from  the  health 
office  of  Philadelphia  above  referred  to. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  fact  that  an  analysis  by  a  competent  chemist,  made 
by  the  Park  Commission,  under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  every 
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well  and  spring  within  the  park  and  from  all  the  springs  without  it  from  which 
the  troops  have  hauled  water,  showed  all  in  use  by  the  troops  for  drinking  to  be 
good.  This  result  was  made  public  in  the  Chattanooga  newspapers  and  else- 
where two  weeks  before  the  board  submitted  its  report. 

The  daily  observations  of  the  park  force  as  to  garbage  being  ' '  generally  burned" 
at  the  date  of  the  board's  report  do  not  agree  with  that  conclusion,  but  showed 
that  there  was  a  great  laxity  in  this  matter,  which  continued  up  to  the  time  that 
the  troops  guilty  of  this  neglect  left  the  camp.  Garbage  deposited  before  the 
board  began  its  labors  and  since  its  report  has  been  found  by  the  park  force,  and 
is  now  being  burned  by  them  in  various  parts  of  the  park. 

The  board  does  not  state  what  it  regards  as  a  safe  distance  between  quarters 
and  sinks,  but  in  the  camps  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  the  Twelfth  New  York, 
the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Twelfth  Minnesota,  of  General  Sanger's  Division, 
they  were  in  very  bad  condition  and  so  near  the  tents  in  some  that  swarms  of  flies 
went  back  and  forth  from  the  sinks  to  the  kitchens,  and  in  the  case  of  one  of 
these  regiments  to  the  officers'  mess.  The  distance  from  the  kitchens  of  the 
Eighth  New  York  to  the  sinks  of  the  men  was  thirty  steps  on  one  flank  and  fifty 
at  the  center  of  the  camp,  and  the  sinks  were  in  disgusting  condition. 

The  conclusions  of  the  board  that  camps  in  the  woods  were  unhealthy  were  not 
shared  by  many  regimental  officers.  The  reading  of  the  report  would  convey  the 
idea  of  camps  in  thick  shade,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  forests  are  open  in 
all  directions  to  sunshine,  and,  except  where  regiments  are  camped  in  the  flat 
woods,  of  which  there  is  a  very  small  area  in  the  park,  the  camps  dry  quickly. 
The  degree  of  openness  of  the  woods  will  appear  from  the  fact  that  while 
clearing  out  the  underbrush  in  establishing  the  park  the  new  growth  of  timber 
was  also  removed,  so  as  to  allow  double  teams  to  be  freely  driven  in  all  directions. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  board  in  one  place  declares  that  "  in  nearly  all  the 
camps  the  sinks  fill  with  water  which  the  soil  does  not  absorb,"  and  in  another 
that  "  the  water  supply  and  soil  of  the  park  generally  are  so  polluted  as  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  regiments  encamped  in  the  open  fields,"  which 
could  not  well  be  if  the  soil  did  not  absorb  water. 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  camps,  which 
the  board  admits  when  it  declares  the  police  of  the  camps  is  "  generally  good, 
sinks  excepted,"  taken  in  connection  with  the  daily  observations  of  the  park 
force  that  sinks,  both  of  the  men  and  of  the  kitchens,  in  very  many  parts  of  the 
camp  were  continuously  in  disgusting  condition  during  the  heats  of  the  entire 
month  of  August  and  up  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  last  troops  toward  the  middle 
of  September,  were  quite  sufficient  to  account  for  disease  without  condemning 
the  water  supply  in  the  absence  of  analysis. 

While  it  was  doubtless  wise  to  recommend  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  the 
position  against  which  I  feel  called  upon  respectfully  to  protest  is  that  the  recent 
unhealthfulness  of  the  camp  arose  from  any  other  cause  than  the  filthy  conditions 
introduced  by  a  portion  of  the  troops. 

While  the  above  observations  do  not  complete  my  objections  to  the  report  of 
the  board,  they  will  serve  to  show  why  I  regard  that  report  as  calculated  to  con- 
vey very  erroneous  impressions  in  regard  to  this  National  Park  as  a  suitable 
camping  ground  for  a  large  army. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  V.  Boynton. 

Chairman  Park  Commission. 
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Appendix  D. 

REMARKS  ON  REPORT  OF  SANGER  BOARD  ON  HOSPITALS. 

War  Department, 
Chickamauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  September  13,  1898. 
Col.  Geo.  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Tliomas. 
Colonel:  I  herewith  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general 
a  copy  of  an  official  paper  in  my  possession  by  which  one  of  the  prominent  wit- 
nesses before  the  board,  of  which  Brig.  Gen.  J.  P.  Sanger  was  president,  two  days 
subsequent  to  giving  his  testimony  made  a  written  retraction  of  exactly  similar 
statements  which  he  had  made  the  evening  of  the  day  he  testified  to  myself  as 
chairman  of  the  park  commission. 

The  witness  to  whom  I  refer  is  Maj.  John  C.  Martin,  chief  surgeon  First  Bri- 
gade, Second  Division,  First  Corps. 
His  testimony,  given  August  14,  before  the  Sanger  Board  was  as  follows: 

I  attribute  a  large  per  cent  of  the  typhoid  fever  to  the  use  of  water  for  drinking  purposes 
from  surface  wells  that  are  polluted  by  drainage  and  overflow  from  sinks  and  cesspools.  The 
water  piped  from  Ohickamauga  Creek  has  been  contaminated  by  the  surface  water  and  drainage 
from  Snodgrass  Hill,  the  "  Midway,"  and  Lytle  pouring  into  the  creek  above  the  intake.  A  small 
dam  was  built,  but  was  entirely  inadequate  after  a  hard  rain  to  prevent  this  water  from  flowing 
into  the  creek.  This  condition  of  affairs  continued  up  to  about  August  6,  when  a  canal  was 
completed  which  now  carries  this  water  into  the  creek  below  the  intake. 

Having  made  these  statements  to  me  in  public  the  evening  of  the  day  he  testi- 
fied, coupled  with  the  statements  that  the  military  authorities  were  trying  to 
suppress  such  information,  and  that  the  chief  surgeon's  reports  were  not  true,  I 
reported  his  statements  to  headquarters.  He  was  summoned  there,  and  admitted 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  except  hearsay  for  anything  he  had  said,  and  being 
informed  that  he  must  make  his  assertions  good  or  retract  them,  he  wrote  the 
following: 

Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 
Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  July  16,  1898. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas,  and  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
Sir:  I  desire  to,  and  do,  retract  each  and  every  word  spoken  and  statement  made  by  me  to 
General  Boynton  during  a  private  conversation  held  in  the  Read  Hotel,  in  Chattanooga,  Ga.,  on 
the  evening  of  July  14,  believing  it  best  for  myself  and  for  the  interest  of  the  public  service. 

John  C.  Martin, 
Major  and  Surgeon,  First  Brigade,  Second  Division,  First  Corps. 

Headquarters  First  Army  Corps  and  Camp  Geo.  H.  Thomas, 

Chickamauga  Park,  Ga.,  Jxdy  17, 1898. 
Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  for  his  infor- 
mation. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Wade: 

M.  V.  Sheridan, 
,T  . .   „  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Very  respectfully. 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Brig.  Gen.  Vols.,  Chairman  Park  Commission. 

Subsequently  an  important  correction  in  dates  in  the  above  letter  was  for- 
warded to  General  Corbin  for  filing  with  it.  This  correction,  which  places  Major 
Martin  in  a  still  more  unenviable  light,  was  as  follows  : 

Through  an  error  in  date  I  was  misled  into  writing  that  Major  Martin's  statement  to  me, 
which  coincided  exactly  with  his  testimony  before  the  Sanger  Board,  was  made  subsequently 
to  his  having  given  that  testimony.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  case  was  worse  than  this,  for,  after 
haying  made  his  official  retraction,  as  officially  certified  by  Gen.  M.  V.  Sheridan,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  he  subsequently  appeared  before  the  Sanger  Board  and  testified  to  what  he 
had  previously  officially  retracted. 
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Appendix  E. 

REMARKS  ON  MILO  B.  WARD  BOARD. 

War  Department, 
Chick  amauga  and  Chattanooga  National  Park  Commission, 

Camp  George  H.  Thomas,  Ga.,  September  13,  1898. 
Col.  Geo.  R.  Cecil, 

Adjutant-General,  Camp  Thomas. 
Colonel:  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  a  para- 
graph in  the  recent  report  furnished  the  public  press,  signed  by  Maj.  and  Brigade 
Surg.  Milo  B.  Ward,  Maj.  James  J.  Johnson,  Second  Arkansas,  and  Maj.  Emil  S. 
Helburn,  Second  Kentucky,  in  regard  to  the  location  of  the  hospital  of  the  Second 
Division,  Third  Corps.     The  report  says: 

The  location  of  the  hospital  was  in  a  very  unsanitary  portion  of  the  park.  It  was  on  the  low- 
est point  of  the  slope  of  a  hill,  and  in  close  proximity  to  the  very  lowest  ground  that  could  be 
found  in  the  entire  park. 

This  statement  is  very  unjust  to  those  who  established  this  hospital,  and  results 
from  a  want  of  information  as  to  the  elevations  in  the  park.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
this  hospital  was  situated  on  ground  approaching  the  highest  in  the  park  until 
the  slopes  of  Missionary  Ridge  are  reached  west  of  the  Lafayette  road.  The  con- 
tours of  the  topographical  map  of  the  park,  copies  of  which  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  commanding  general,  show  that  the  elevation  of  this  hospital  ranged  from 
760  to  780  feet  above  the  sea,  while  the  elevation  of  military  headquarters  on 
Lytle  Hill  is  but  800  feet.  This  hospital  site,  therefore,  was  from  60  to  80  feet 
above  the  Chickamauga  River,  which  is  700  feet  above  the  sea,  and  at  the  same 
elevation  as  the  high  portions  of  the  park  on  its  northern  boundary  at  the  Lafay- 
ette road. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  V.  Boynton, 
Chairman  Park  Commission. 
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